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Superintendent

New School Year Fuels
Continued Success

We kicked off the 2025-26 school year with
great momentum thanks to the incredible
dedication of our teachers and staff, whose
unwavering commitment to every student’s
academic growth and personal development
is setting students up for lifelong success.

Dr. Gabriela
Mafi This school year marks our 60th anniversary

and there is much to celebrate as we remain
focused on continual improvement.

Goal 1: Academic Skills
We continue to strengthen proven instructional strategies
that lead to successful outcomes. This year, we celebrate
our continued success of outperforming the county and
state on SBAC scores and achieving pre-pandemic scores
across several areas. We continue to use data to develop
targeted support to ensure students receive the help they
need through direct instruction and before and after-school
extended learning. We are pleased to receive a second,
nearly $2 million, grant to extend our school-based literacy
coaches who are now working at nine elementary campuses
across the district to improve those foundational reading
and writing skills.

Goal 2: Personal Skills
At the start of the school year, we were notified by the
California PBIS Coalition that they recognized 28 GGUSD
schools for leading the way in using PBIS strategies to
foster supportive and encouraging learning environments
that result in positive student behavior.

We are proud to have received a total of $32.3 million in
state grant funding, allowing us to expand our Community
Schools initiatives to 22 campuses. The Community Schools
model is a powerful tool that drives student-centered
transformation and results in stronger school communities.
Our Community Schools, through the leadership of site-
based Community Schools Teacher Coaches, are doing a
fantastic job deepening collaboration to implement targeted
strategies that help meet the unique needs at each school.

Superintendent

Goal 3: Lifelong Success
Everything we do is aimed at preparing our students for
lifelong success. Our third goal outlines our commitment
to college and career readiness. We are thrilled that our
a-g rates, the percentage of students meeting rigorous
college entrance requirements, hit a historic high of 65.1%.
Our students continue to rise to high expectations with an
impressive 81% pass rate on Advanced Placement exams,
which is higher than the county, state and world average.
Our college readiness success is due to the dedicated
work of our teachers, staff and counselors, as well as many
important initiatives such as 9th Grade On Track which
ensures our freshman get off to a strong start. This year,
we continue to focus on strengthening and growing our
CTE Career Pathways and celebrated the launch of our
new Skilled Trades Career Pathway at Rancho Alamitos
High School. This four-year program will prepare students
in the fields of construction, electrical, welding and more.

In August, U.S. News and World Report published its
annual rankings of America’s Best High Schools and all
seven of GGUSD’s comprehensive high schools ranked
in the top 25% nationally, with La Quinta High School
coming in at #63 in California!

The 2025-26 school year has already been filled with
wonderful Back to School Nights, festive Hispanic Heritage
celebrations, and dozens of family events, club activities
and athletic competitions. As we celebrate 60 years as an
exemplary district, the 2025-26 school year stands as a
powerful testament to what’s possible when a community
is united around a shared vision for student success.
From academic achievement and personal growth to
college, career, and life readiness, our students are
thriving because of the unwavering dedication of our
teachers, staff, families, and community partners.
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Superintendent

Un Nuevo aiio Escolar Impulsa
el Exito Continuo

Iniciamos el afio escolar 2025-2026
con gran impulso, gracias a la increible
dedicacién de nuestros maestros y el
personal, cuyo firme compromiso con el
crecimiento académico y el desarrollo
personal de cada alumno, los esta

Dr. Gabriela
Mafi preparando para alcanzar el éxito de por

Superintendent  vida. Este afio escolar marca nuestro 60.°

aniversario y tenemos mucho que celebrar,
ya que seguimos enfocandonos en mejorar
continuamente.
Meta 1: Habilidades Académicas
Seguimos fortaleciendo las estrategias de instruccién
que han sido comprobadas y que conducen a resultados
exitosos. Este afio celebramos nuestro éxito continuo de
haber superado los promedios del condado y del estado en
los puntajes de los exdmenes del Consorcio de Evaluaciones
Smarter Balanced (SBAC), ademas de alcanzar niveles
de rendimiento previos a la pandemia en varias areas.
Continuamos utilizando los datos para desarrollar el
apoyo especifico que garantice que los alumnos reciban
la ayuda necesaria a través de la instruccion directa y los
programas de aprendizaje extendido antes y después del
horario regular de clases. Nos complace haber recibido
una segunda subvencion de casi $2 millones, para ampliar
los servicios de nuestros instructores de alfabetizacion
basados en las escuelas, quienes ahora trabajan en nueve
escuelas primarias del Distrito para mejorar las habilidades
fundamentales de lectura y escritura.
Meta 2: Habilidades Personales
Al inicio del afio escolar, la Coalicién de las
Intervenciones y Apoyos para el Comportamiento
Positivo (PBIS) de California nos notificé que 28 escuelas
del GGUSD fueron reconocidas por ser lideres en la
implementacién de estrategias de PBIS para fomentar
ambientes de aprendizaje solidarios y motivadores, que
resulten comportamientos positivos en los alumnos.
Nos enorgullece haber recibido un total de $32.3
millones en fondos de subvenciones estatales, lo que
nos permite ampliar nuestras iniciativas de Escuelas
Comunitarias en 22 planteles escolares. El modelo para
las Escuelas Comunitarias es una herramienta eficaz que
impulsa la transformacion centrada en el alumno y que
resulta en comunidades escolares mas sdlidas. Nuestras
Escuelas Comunitarias, bajo el liderazgo de los instructores
de maestros de Escuelas Comunitarias en cada plantel
escolar, estan haciendo un trabajo sobresaliente al
profundizar la colaboracién para implementar estrategias
especificas que ayuden a satisfacer las necesidades tinicas
de cada escuela.
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Meta 3: Exito de por Vida

Todo lo que hacemos tiene como objetivo preparar
a nuestros alumnos para el éxito de por vida. Nuestra
tercera meta refleja nuestro compromiso con la preparaciéon
universitaria y para una carrera profesional. Estamos muy
contentos de que nuestros indices de los requisitos A-G,
el porcentaje de alumnos que cumplen con los rigurosos
requisitos de admisién universitaria, alcanzaron un alto
porcentaje historico del 65.1%. Nuestros alumnos continian
respondiendo a las altas expectativas con un impresionante
indice de aprobacién del 81% en los exdmenes de
Asignacién Avanzada, el cual es mas alto que el promedio
del condado, del estado y a nivel mundial. Nuestro éxito en
la preparacién universitaria se debe al trabajo dedicado de
nuestros maestros, el personal y los consejeros escolares,
asi como muchas iniciativas importantes como 9th Grade
On Track, que garantiza que nuestros alumnos del noveno
grado tengan un buen comienzo escolar. Este afio seguimos
enfocados en fortalecer y ampliar nuestras trayectorias
de Educacién Técnica y de Carreras Profesionales
(CTE) y celebramos el lanzamiento de nuestra nueva
Trayectoria de Carreras en Oficios Especializados en la
Escuela Secundaria Rancho Alamitos. Este programa de
cuatro anos preparara a los alumnos en los campos de la
construccion, electricidad, soldadura y mas.

En el mes de agosto, U.S. News & World Report publicé
sus clasificaciones anuales de las Mejores Escuelas
Secundarias de los Estados Unidos, y las siete escuelas
secundarias integrales del GGUSD clasificaron dentro
del 25% de las mejores escuelas a nivel nacional, jcon la
Escuela Secundaria La Quinta alcanzando el lugar #63 en
California!

El afio escolar 2025-2026 ya ha estado lleno de
maravillosas Noches de Orientacion para Padres (Back
to School Nights), celebraciones festivas del Mes de
la Herencia Hispana y docenas de eventos familiares,
actividades de clubes y competencias deportivas. A medida
que celebramos los 60 afios como un distrito ejemplar,
el afno escolar 2025-2026 se destaca como un poderoso
testimonio de lo que es posible cuando una comunidad
se une en torno a una visiéon compartida para lograr el
éxito estudiantil. Desde el logro académico y el desarrollo
personal hasta la preparacién universitaria, para una
carrera profesional y para la vida, nuestros alumnos estan
prosperando gracias a la firme dedicacién de nuestros
maestros, el personal, las familias y los socios comunitarios.

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT
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Superintendent

Tiép Noi Da Thanh
Cong Trong Nién Hoc Mgi

Ném hoc 2025-26 khéi ddu v&i da thing ti€n
virng vang nho' vao sir tin tuy va quyét tim kién
dinh ctia d6i ngii gido vién va nhan vién chiing ta,
nhirng nguwoi hét 1ong hd tro' moi hoc sinh phét
trién ning lyc hoc tap va ning lyc cd nhan nhim

Dr. Gabriela  git hdi thanh cong trén dudng doi. Ndm nay ciing
Mafi danh dau 60 nim ky niém ching dwdng thanh
Superintendent

1ap GGUSD v¢&'i nhiéu niém hanh dién, ciing nd
Iyc khong ngirng thing tién.

Muc Tiéu 1: Niang Lyc Hoc Tap

Chiing t6i ti€p tuc phat huy cac phwong phap giang day hi¢u
qua nhdm mang lai thanh qua cho hoc sinh. Nam nay, chiing ta
ti€p tuc vuerot trdi ty 1€ trung binh ciia hat va ti€u bang vé di€m
thi SBAC, ddng th¢i khoi phuc lai di€m hang trong nhiéu linh
vire trede ky dai dich. Chiing t6i sé dwa trén di liéu d€ tiép tuc
hd trg véi cc chwong trinh diic biét nhdm bao dam cho cic em
dwgre gidp dé tryc tiép trong gio hoc va chwong trinh hoc thém
vao trude hodc sau gio hoc. Ngoai ra, chiing toi rat vui mwng
khi dwge cip thém khodn tai tror thit hai, trj gid gan $2 triéu My
Kim d€ tuyén thém céc nhén vién hién dang kém gitip hoc sinh
phat trién k¥ ning doc, viét cén ban tai 9 trwong ti€u hoc trong
toan hoc khu.

Muc Tiéu 2: Nang Lwc Ca Nhan
Vao ddu ndm hoc, Lién Hoi PBIS California da gii thong bdo
cho biét 28 tredng cia GGUSD dworc tuyén dwong v&i thanh
tich din dau trong viéc 4p dung cdc phwong phap PBIS nhim
x4y dyng moi treong hoc dwong hd tro va khich 1€, dong thoi
gitip hoc sinh phét huy hanh ki€m tich cwec.

Chiing t6i rat hanh dién khi nhin dwge quy tai trg’ cia ti€u
bang v&i tong gid tri 1én d&n $32.3 triéu My Kim, tao diéu kién
cho viéc thye hién dé xwdng Céc Trieong Hoc Cong Pong tai
22 trwdng trong toan hoc khu. Pay 12 mét mé hinh hiéu qua,
dat trong tAm vao quyén lo'i ctia hoc sinh va gép phan xay dwng
cdng dong treong hoc ngdy cang vieng manh hon. Dudi sy
diéu hanh cia Nhém Gido Vién Chuyén Nhiém Dic Trach Cac
Trueong Cong Dong tai tang co sé, cac Treong Hoc Cong Pong
cta chiing ta dang ddm nhan my man nhiém vu ph&i hop chit
ché d€ thire hién nhirng phurong phép cu thé, nhim dép tng nhu
cAu riéng cla tirng treong.

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT

Muc Tiéu 3: Thanh Cong Trén Puwong Doi
Moi nd Ic ctia chiing t6i déu nhim vao muc dich chuén bj cho
con em hoc sinh thanh cong trén dwong doi, th€ hién 15 qua
muc tiéu thi ba ctia hoc khu trong viéc quy€t tim gitp cdc em
s&n sang vao dai hoc va chon nganh nghé. Chiing t6i rat vui khi
ty 1& A-G (di€u kién tuyén sinh cam go d€ vao cdc treong dai
hoc) di dat ky luc & mirc 65.1%. Céc em hoc sinh cia ching ta
ti€p tuc dat thanh tich vwot trdi voi ty 1€ ddu cdce ky thi AP (Céc
L&p Thude Trinh D6 Cao) 1én dé&n 81%, cao hon ty 1€ trung
binh cta hat, ti€u bang va ca thé gi¢i. Nho' ¢6 s nd lyc tdn tAm
ctia doi ngii gido vién, nhan vién va gido vién tw van, ching ta
da dat thanh cong trong viéc chuah bj cho hoc sinh vao dai hoc,
ciing v&i nhiéu sdng ki€n quan trong nhu gitp céc hoc sinh 16p
9 khé&i ddu bic trung hoc dwgee vieng vang véi Cheong Trinh
bi biing Huedng (9th Grade On Track). Nam nay, chiing t6i ti€p
tuc chd trong vao viéc phét tri€n Chwong Trinh Gido Duc Ky
Thuit va Hréng Nghiép (CTE Career Pathways), t& chikc 18
gi&1i thiéu chwong trinh Chwong Trinh Huédng Nghiép mdéi tai
Truwong Trung Hoc Cap II Rancho Alamitos. Pay 1a chwong
trinh kéo dai bdn nim nhim trang bj cho hoc sinh kién thirc
va ky néng trong c4c linh vyc nhw x4y dyng, dién, han xi va
nhiéu nganh nghié khdc. Trong ky x&p hang thwong nién Nhirng
Trwdng Trung Hoc Cap IT Xuat Séc tai Hoa Ky vao thdng 8 clia
Tap Chi U.S. News & World Report (Tin Ttrc Hoa Ky va Thong
Tin Th& Gidi), cd 7 trwdng trung hoc phd thong cadp I GGUSD
déu dwoc x€p vao hang 25% céc tredng wu hang trén toan quéc.
Truong Trung Hoc Cap IT La Quinta dwgc x€p hang #63 tai
California!

Nim hoc 2025-2026 dién ra s6i ndi v&'i nhiéu sinh hoat
y nghia nhw budi ‘Back to School Night” (Gap G& Gido Vién
Sau Ngay Twu Trwong), cdc ngay hoi dé cao Thang Di Sén Vin
Hod Tay Ban Nha, cing hang chuc chwong trinh danh cho gia
dinh, céc ciu lac bo sinh hoat va gidi thi ddu the thao. Ndm hoc
2025-2026 ddnh dau 60 ndm phét trién v&i danh hiéu hoc khu
ki€u miu va khéng dinh sirc manh cta mdt cdng dong doan két
khi ciing hwdng d&h mot muc tiéu chung - gitip con em hoc sinh
thanh céng. Nho ¢6 s quyét tdm kién dinh cia ddi ngi gido
vién, nhan vién, st ho'p tic cla gia dinh va cic co’ quan trong
cdng dong, con em hoc sinh ching ta dang gt hai thanh qua vé
mit hoc van, vao dai hoc, chon nganh nghé va sin sang vao doi.
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loana Pal, Psy.D.,
pediatric psychologist,
Stramski Children’s

Developmental Center,
Miller Children’s & Women's Hospital

Raising Emotionally Resilient Kids:
What Parents and Educators Should Know

Emotional resilience is the ability to bounce back from hardships

with hope, reflection, and problem-solving skills. For children, this

means navigating tough situations such as peer conflicts, academic

stress, or sports tryouts, and returning to their natural state of

curiosity and play, armed with lessons learned. Emotionally resilient

kids can think critically, respond calmly, and avoid reacting out of
fear or pressure.

Those who raise emotionally resilient children often:

¢ Model healthy coping strategies
Validate their children’s emotions

¢ Encourage autonomy and decision-making

¢ Promote a growth mindset

¢ Seek support and community when needed

For caregivers who wish to strengthen these traits, the journey
begins with self-care. Just as one must secure their own oxygen
mask before assisting others in case of an emergency on an
airplane, adults must nurture their own emotional resilience
to effectively support their children. Strategies include stress
management, building social support networks, cultivating
self-efficacy, practicing cognitive flexibility, and ensuring access

3

to resources and a balanced environment.

Language also plays a critical role. Phrases such as “That was
a tough situation, can we talk about it?" or “Mistakes mean your
brain is learning” foster emotional safety and growth. Encouraging
autonomy with “What are some ideas you have to fix this?” and
reinforcing effort with “You worked so hard, I'm proud of you"
builds confidence and resilience.

It's equally important to avoid language that shames or blames.
Harsh tones, gquilt-inducing comments, or unrealistic expectations
can hinder a child’s ability to recover and grow from difficult
experiences. Resilience functions like a gas tank of a car — it must
be regularly refilled through encouragement, emotional safety,
and opportunities for growth without judgment.

Through encouragement, modeling, and safe emotional spaces,
children can grow into kind, flexible, and emotionally strong
individuals who are ready to face life's challenges with grace.

[=];
e

Scan to learn tips about how to support
teens in developing healthy self-esteem
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Pablo, Age 6

At 11 months, Pablo
was fighting for his life.

Today, he's got six candles on his cake.

Failing organs. Eight months in a coma. Fighting

for every breath. At 11 months old, this is what
Leukemia brought Pablo. The one bright spot, he
was at MemorialCare Miller Children's & Women's
Hospital where a team of top doctors, nurses, and
specialists helped save his life. For over a year in the
PICU, our highly-trained staff never stopped caring
for Pablo and his family. Caring is our calling.

Learn more at millerchildrens.org/care

Miller Children’s
& Women’s Hospital
MemorialCare..

MILLER CHILDREN'S & WOMEN'S HOSPITAL LONG BEACH
CHERESE MARI LAULHERE CHILDREN'S VILLAGE
OUTPATIENT SPECIALTY CENTERS
FROM THE SOUTH BAY TO ORANGE COUNTY
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Celebrating 60 Years as an Exemplary District

As your Board of Education, we are proud to celebrate
a milestone in our district’s remarkable journey—GGUSD'’s
60th anniversary. This moment provides an opportunity
not only to reflect on our deep roots, but also to recognize
the unwavering commitment to student success that has
defined Garden Grove Unified School District since its
founding.

Education in Garden Grove dates back to 1874, when a
small group of students gathered in a single schoolhouse
purchased by Garden Grove’s founding father, Alonzo
Cook. At the time, the community was rural and modest
in size. However, with the arrival of the Pacific Electric
Railroad in 1905 and the post-World War II housing boom,
our city began to grow—and so did the demand for quality
education.

To meet this need, multiple school districts were
formed to serve the expanding population. Then, in July
1965, a pivotal step was taken: the unification of Alamitos
Elementary, Garden Grove Elementary, and Garden Grove
Union High School districts into what is now the Garden
Grove Unified School District.

Between 1950 and 1973, more than 40 elementary
schools, 10 intermediate schools, and 6 high schools were
built, shaping the educational landscape of our community.
Today, GGUSD proudly serves nearly 37,000 students across
67 campuses in five cities, standing as the third-largest
district in Orange County and one of the most dynamic in
the region.

The success and stability of our district have been
anchored by strong leadership. Our Board of Education is
a representation of stability, with current members having
served from 9 to 30 years - united by a shared commitment
to putting students first and working collaboratively to
ensure all learners have access to a high-quality education.

Similarly, GGUSD has benefited from steady district
leadership, with only seven superintendents in our 60-year
history—four of whom served during the last 51 years.

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT
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This continuity has led to transformative results and is
even featured as a model of educational coherence in
Michael Fullan’s book, Coherence.

Over the decades, GGUSD has earned a reputation
for excellence. In 2004, we were honored with the Broad
Prize for Urban Education, naming us the top urban
school district in the nation. We've also been recognized
as Orange County’s first California Exemplary District and
have received 66 California Distinguished Schools awards,
among many other accolades.

Our students consistently defy the odds—outperforming
county and state averages in academic achievement,
graduation rates, and college readiness. But success in
GGUSD goes far beyond academics. Our student-athletes
have brought home more than 160 CIF championships,
Olympic gold medals, and national titles.

We are especially proud that our district’s excellence
is fueled by the dedication of our staff—many of whom
are GGUSD graduates themselves. These homegrown
educators and professionals have returned to serve in the
very communities where they were raised, continuing a
powerful tradition of giving back.

From humble beginnings to a high-performing district
with a legacy of achievement, GGUSD’s story is one of
growth, resilience, and an unshakable focus on preparing
students to be lifelong learners and global citizens.

As we celebrate our 60th anniversary throughout the
2025-26 school year, we want to extend our heartfelt
gratitude to our families, alumni, community members,
and partners. Your unwavering support, involvement,
and partnership over the decades have played a vital role
in shaping the success of our schools and students. It is
because of your commitment to education and your belief
in our mission that GGUSD continues to thrive. Thank you
for being an essential part of our journey—past, present,
and future.
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Celebrando 60 Aiios como un Distrito Ejemplar

Como su Mesa Directiva de Educacién, nos enorgullece
celebrar un acontecimiento en el notable trayecto de
nuestro Distrito: el 60.° aniversario del GGUSD. Este
momento nos brinda la oportunidad no solo de reflexionar
sobre nuestras profundas raices, sino también de reconocer
el compromiso firme con el éxito estudiantil que ha
caracterizado al Distrito Escolar Unificado de Garden
Grove desde su fundacion.

La educacién en Garden Grove se remonta al afio
1874, cuando un pequefio grupo de alumnos se reunié
en una sola escuela adquirida por el fundador de Garden
Grove, Alonzo Cook. En ese entonces, la comunidad era
rural y de tamano modesto. Sin embargo, con la llegada
del Ferrocarril Eléctrico del Pacifico en el afio 1905 y la
expansion de la vivienda tras la Segunda Guerra Mundial,
nuestra ciudad comenzo6 a crecer y con ella, la demanda de
una educacién de calidad.

Para cumplir con esta necesidad, se formaron varios
distritos escolares para brindar servicio a la poblacién en
expansion. Luego, en julio de 1965, se dio un paso decisivo:
la unificacién de la Escuela Primaria Alamitos, la Escuela
Primaria Garden Grove, y el Distrito Unido de Escuelas
Secundarias de Garden Grove, en lo que hoy es el Distrito
Escolar Unificado de Garden Grove.

Entre los afios 1950 y 1973 se construyeron més de 40
escuelas primarias, 10 escuelas intermedias y 6 escuelas
secundarias, dando forma al panorama educativo de
nuestra comunidad. Hoy en dia, el GGUSD se enorgullece
de brindar servicios a casi 37,000 alumnos en 67 planteles
escolares en cinco ciudades, siendo el tercer distrito mas
grande del Condado de Orange y uno de los mas dinamicos
de la region.

El éxito y la estabilidad de nuestro Distrito se han
sostenido gracias a un liderazgo sélido. Nuestra Mesa
Directiva de Educacién es un reflejo de estabilidad, con
miembros actuales que han servido entre 9 y 30 anos,
unidos por un compromiso compartido de poner a los
alumnos primero y de trabajar de manera colaborativa
para garantizar que todos los alumnos tengan acceso a una
educacion de alta calidad.

De manera similar, el GGUSD se ha beneficiado
de un estable liderazgo de distrito, con solo siete
superintendentes en nuestros 60 afos de historia,
cuatro de los cuales brindaron sus servicios durante los
ultimos 51 afios. Esta continuidad ha generado resultados
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transformadores e incluso se destaca como un modelo de
coherencia educativa en el libro Coherence de Michael
Fullan.

Alo largo de las décadas, el GGUSD ha ganado
una reputacién por su excelencia. En el 2004, fuimos
honrados con el Premio Broad para la Educacién Urbana,
reconociéndonos como el mejor distrito escolar urbano
del pais. También hemos sido reconocidos como el primer
Distrito Ejemplar de California del Condado de Orange y
hemos recibido 66 premios de Escuelas Distinguidas de
California, entre muchos otros reconocimientos.

Nuestros alumnos consistentemente desafian los
obstaculos, superando los promedios del condado y
del estado en el rendimiento académico, los indices de
graduacién y de preparacion universitaria. Pero el éxito
en el GGUSD va mucho mas alld de lo académico. Nuestros
alumnos deportistas han ganado méas de 160 campeonatos
de la Federacion Interescolar de California (CIF'), medallas
de oro olimpicas y titulos nacionales.

Nos sentimos especialmente orgullosos de que la
excelencia de nuestro Distrito se vea impulsada por la
dedicacién de nuestro personal, muchos de los cuales son
exalumnos graduados del GGUSD. Estos educadores y
profesionales formados en el Distrito han regresado para
brindar servicios en las mismas comunidades en donde
ellos crecieron, continuando una fuerte tradicion de
retribucion.

Desde sus humildes comienzos hasta convertirse en
un Distrito de alto rendimiento con un legado de logros,
la historia del GGUSD es una de crecimiento, resiliencia
y un enfoque firme en preparar a los alumnos para que
continien educandose durante sus vidas y sean ciudadanos
globales.

A medida que celebramos nuestro 60.° aniversario
durante el afio escolar 2025-26, queremos expresar
nuestro mas sincero agradecimiento a nuestras familias,
exalumnos, miembros de la comunidad y socios. Su apoyo
incondicional, participacién y colaboracion a lo largo de
las décadas han desempefiado un papel fundamental
en el éxito de nuestras escuelas y alumnos. Gracias a su
compromiso con la educacion y su conviccion en nuestra
mision, el GGUSD sigue prosperando. Muchas gracias por
ser una parte esencial de nuestro recorrido en el pasado, el
presente y el futuro.
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Ky Niém 60 Nam Vuon Dén Danh Hiéu Hoc Khu Kiéu Mau

Trong vai tro Hoi Pong Gido Duc, ching t6i hanh dién khi
ky niém 60 ndm hanh trinh thanh 14p va phat tri€n vegt bic cia
Khu Hoc Chinh Garden Grove. Py khong chi 1a dip d€ chiing ta
nhin lai ién tang virng chic, ma con 1a cor hdi d€ tin dwong cam
két kién dinh trong viéc gitp con em hoc hanh thanh cong. Diéu
ndy di gén lién véi danh tiéhg cia GGUSD k€ tir nhitng ngay
dau thanh 18p.

Khéi ddu tr ndm 1874, mdt nhém nhd hoc sinh tu hop tai
ngdi treorng duy nhat ldc bay gior do 6ng Alonzo Cook, ngwdi
sdng 14p thanh phd Garden Grove da mua lai. Vao thoi di€m do,
cOng dong con thua thét va thude viing ndng thon. Tuy nhién,
khi tuyén dwdng sét Pacific Electric dwge thanh l4p vao nim
1905 va sy phat trién k& hoach xdy dyng nha & sau Th& Chién
Thit Hai, thanh phd nay bit ddu phit triéh manh mé song song
v&i nhu ¢au gido duc pham chit cao.

D€ dédp &ng nhu ¢u nay, nhiéu hoc khu di dwge thanh 14p
d€ phuc vu din s& ngay cang ting. Bén thang 7 ndm 1965, mdt
buéc ngodt quan trong da dién ra - sy sat nhap gilra Trrong
Ti€u Hoc Alamitos, Treong Ti€u Hoc Garden Grove va Khu
Hoc Chinh Trung Hoc Garden Grove, da tao nén Khu Hoc
Chinh Garden Grove ngay nay.

Tw ndm 1950 dén 1973, trén 40 trwong ti€u hoc, 10 treong
trung hoc cap I va 6 treong trung hoc cép 11 da dwore xay dung,
g6p phan xdc dinh hé thong gido duc cia cdng dong chiing ta.
Ngay nay, GGUSD hanh dién khi phuc vu gan 37,000 hoc sinh
tai 67 trwong trai rong trong 5 thanh phd), tré thanh hoc khu 1on
thit ba trong Hat Orange va mét trong nhirng hoc khu 1&n manh
nhat trong khu vuc.

Nho vao sy 1anh dao tai tinh ma hoc khu chiing ta luén phat
tri€n virng vang va dat thanh céng. H6i Pong Gido Duc cia
chiing ta twgng trung cho tinh than 1dnh dao treong ky véi thoi
gian phuc vu cla cdc uy vién dwong nhiém tir 9 déh 30 nim,
cling quy€t tam dat hoc sinh 1am wu ti€n hang dau va hgp tac
chit ché d€ bao dam cho moi hoc sinh déu dwoec huwdng nén
gido duc pham chit cao.

Twong tw, GGUSD da pht tri€én virng manh dwdi sy 1anh
dao trueong ky véi chi bay hoc khu trwedng trong thoi gian 60
ndm—trong s6 nay bdn vi da phuc vu sudt 51 ndm qua. Chinh
st ti€p ndi nay da tao nén nhirng chuyén bién manh mé va mod
hinh v& sy thong nhat nay ciing duoc gidi thiéu trong cudn sich
Coherence cua tac gid Michael Fullan.

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT

WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

Trong nhi€u thap nié€n qua, GGUSD da dat danh hi€u la
mot hoc khu xuét séc. Nim 2004, chiing t6i dwgre tuyén drong
v&i gidi thudng Broad Prize for Urban Education, cong nhan
GGUSD la hoc khu dd thi hang dau trén toan qudc. Ching t61
cling ty hao la hoc khu dau tién trong Hat Orange dat danh hi€u
Hoc Khu Ki€u MAu, nhin 66 gidi thwédng Céc Trudng Uu Td
cta California, cing nhi€u danh hiéu cao quy khéc.

Hoc sinh cta chiing ta luén vieo't qua nhitng kho khin, thie
thach — ludn vwo't trdi ty 1€ trung binh cda céc cdc hoc khu
trong quén hat va toan ti€u bang vé thanh qua hoc van, ty 18 tot
nghiép va sin sang vao dai hoc. Tuy nhién, sy thanh cong cla
GGUSD khéng chi gi¢i han trong linh vie hoc thuét. Cac hoc
sinh tham gia chwong trinh th€ thao da mang vé€ hon 160 giai v
dich CIF, huy chwong vang Olympic va nhi€u danh hiéu qudc
gia danh gia.

Ching t6i v0 cuing hanh dién vé€ doi ngili nhin vién tin tuy da
g6p phan xay dyng thanh tyu cho hoc khu. Trong s& nay nhi¢u
nhén vién di tirng 1a hoc sinh t6t nghiép cia GGUSD, thanh dat
va tré vé noi cdc em da sinh trwedng d€ phuc vu trong vai trd nha
gido va chuyén gia d€ ti€p nd1i truyén thdng cao dep qua sy cong
hién cho theé hé twong lai.

Tw sw khéi ddu khiém t6n dén vi thé xuit sic véi nhidu
thanh tich nGi bat, GGUSD Ia hanh trinh cda sy 1&n manh, ¥ chi
kién cwong va quyét tdm khong lay chuyén trong viéc trang bi
cho con em hanh trang d€ tré thanh nhirng cong dan ham hoc va
c6 ich trén toan cau.

Nhan dip ky niém 60 ndm thanh 14p trong sudt nién hoc
2025-2026, chiing t6i tran trong gti 167 tri an sau sic dén quy
phu huynh, cyu hoc sinh, céc thanh vién va co’ quan hop téc
trong cong dong. Su hd tror bén bi, dong hanh va gén bé cla quy
vi trong su6t nhi€u thip ky qua da gép phan to I&n vao sy thanh
cdng cia hoc khu va con em hoc sinh chiing ta. Chinh nho sy
cam két ctia quy vi va sy tin tudng vao st ménh gido duc cua
ching t6i ma GGUSD ngay cang phit tri€én vieng manh. Cam on
quy vi da gép phan quan trong vao hanh trinh tr qué kht, hién
tai va ca trong twong lai.
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Orange County Department of Education
A New School Year, a Strategic Roadmap, and
How One Experlence Can Change a Student’s Life
I can still see the sun-splashed blacktop
at Green Elementary School in San Diego.
In third grade, I navigated recess in my
wheelchair, eager to play games but often
uncertain how to break in. Then one day,
something changed.

WHALES ON
PACIFIC ~ WHEELS

MARINE MAMMAL CENTER

ASSEMBLY PROGRAM | WE COME TO YOU!

An inspirational and interactive presentation followed by a
walk through a 56-foot, anatomically correct, inflatable whale!

Take a walk through w"?

Dr. Stefan Bean

Winston the Whale! Superintendent A Paralymp ic athlete N strong, cor}ﬁdent
—— § TN and seated in a sleek racing wheelchair —
PROGRAM DETAILS :3 s —— visited campus to share his story and challenge students to
Students explore a life-sized, |G : . hoa & a 100-meter dash. One by one, he left every competitor in

inflatable, Gray whale, and — the dust.
learn about their journey from
near extinction to being an

example conservation success.

Later, I saw his car, outfitted with hand controls. I
noticed the way he carried himself — capable, independent
and assured. Until that day, I hadn’t fully imagined those
Total Program Length: 3 hours R .
Maximum # of Students: 160 _ { possibilities for myself. That single moment expanded my
Fee: $1500 per program ) 2" ( vision of what was possible and, in subtle but lasting ways,
; IS N shifted how my classmates saw me, too.
The experience taught me something I carry to this day:
Every student needs a connection that inspires them — a spark.
For some, that spark is found on the athletic field or in
a club. For others, it might be a guest speaker, a hands-
on project or a trusted adult who sees their potential and
makes them feel like they belong.

Sign up foday at pacificmmc.org
or email education@pacificmmc.org See OCDE » Page 11

GEATRD BN ER O EEUNEIEE R E IR STEHEOG0NE B ESElE R E

DUAL JsJ MERSIUN

J”)_i (| JJ rd_rh ,I_)

GGUSD boasts award-winning Dual Language Programs in
Spanish and Viethamese! Children in Dual Immersion Programs
develop a competitive advantage due to the benefits of
becoming biliterate, bilingual and bicultural.

Spanish
« Monroe, 16225 Newhope, Fountain Valley ENROLL
» Russell, 600 S. Jackson, Santa Ana NOW!

= Simmons, 11602 Steele, Garden Grove

Vietnamese
= Murdy, 14851 Donegal Dr., Garden Grove

Scan the QR code to register to attend an upcoming Parent
Orientation Night to learn more about Dual Immersion enrollment

opportunities for the 2026-27 school year. Visit https://ggusd.us/dual
to learn more.

10 NovEMBER 2025 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT


https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://ggusd.us/programs/dual
https://www.pacificmmc.org

OCDE ¢ F'rom Page 10

Last year, [ worked alongside educators, parents and
members of our community to develop a shared vision for
how we can ensure all students in Orange County have the
opportunities and support they need to thrive.

We called it our 5-3-1 Strategic Plan because it’s based o
on five goals, three priorities for supporting our districts, Youth sP°rts & Creative Arts,

and one bold audacious goal for OCDE’s own alternative Adult Activities & Fitness,

education program. Components of the plan include A
|
expanding inclusive career technical education, fostering speCIal Events & More!

emotional intelligence, integrating Al in education, improving
school safety and exploring new funding strategies to fuel FALL 2025
innovative programs. The Orange County Department of Ve septomber - D™
Garden Gro :
: wd

Education is uniquely positioned to lead this charge. Not only

do we provide direct instruction to some of the county’s most
vulnerable student populations through programs like ACCESS
and Connections, we also deliver essential support services to
the 28 local school districts we serve. In both capacities, our
mission is to help schools and communities create the kinds of
experiences that inspire students to see their own potential and
find their place.

As we begin this new school year, I encourage every
educator, mentor, coach and community partner to
consider the difference they can make. Sometimes all
it takes is one activity, one opportunity or even one
conversation to change the trajectory of a student’s life.

I know this because it happened to me. And I believe it G G PAR KSAN D R E C CO M

can happen for every child in Orange County.

Your Smile is Our Specialty

IMPLANTS - BRACES - GENERAL DENTISTRY

=1 Q 25 Years of Experience

;" 0 High Technology Dentistry \ -
b

Personalized

Cosmetic Dentistry

Q Same Day Appointments in y = '““‘?y:
Most Cases, Walk-Ins Welcome

0 Most insurances accepted,
including Medi-Cal

VU MAI D.D.S., INC PATRIOT DENTAL
13045 Euclid St.,, 922 S. Euclid St., 810 Avenida Pico,
Garden Grove, CA 92843 Anaheim, CA 92802 San Clemente, CA 92673
(Corner of Garden Grove Blvd, & Euclid St.) (714) 776-7015 (949) 369-7200

(714) 590-7900 | www.vumai.com
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Every student receives
a special commemorative
250% Anniversary
bracelet!

PLANYOUR FIELD TRIP

at Historic Mission San Juan Capistrano
~ Celebrating 250 Years of History~

Experience the Mission’s Youth and Student Audio Tour
“If These Walls Could Talk”

FREE Funding for up to 300 Students
Per Day and Mission Matters
(Schools must apply)
FREE Bonus Video Library with
EVERY Booked Field Trip ($150 Value).

Book Online Today MissionSJC.com/book

Dr. Stefan Bean - > S
Superintendent ~ good idea for a gift: We're inviting young

Orange County Department of Education

What Do You Get a Country Turning 250?

It’s not a question we ask often — or even
every generation. But as the United States
approaches its semiquincentennial in 2026,
this milestone invites us to reflect on where
we’ve been, who we are, and where we’re
headed.

Here in Orange County, we have a pretty

people to help write our nation’s soundtrack.

Marking the occasion with a celebration of student voice,
the USA 250-OC Theme Song Competition: Celebrating
America’s 250th Anniversary Through Song is encouraging
high school students in grades 9 through 12 to compose
original music that honors the founding of our country
and the enduring principles that continue to shape our
democracy.

Co-hosted by OC Music & Dance, USA 250 Orange
County and the Orange County Department of Education,
the contest encourages students to reflect creatively on
themes of freedom, unity, perseverance and hope. Each
song must be no longer than 250 seconds — that’s 4
minutes and 10 seconds — and fall into one of eight genres:
pop/adult contemporary, rock, hip-hop/rap, country, jazz,
R&B/soul, folk or classical.

See WHAT DO YOU GET A COUNTY TURNING 250 ® Page 13

EVERY CHILD PLAYS - USYVL.ORG

Tuesday, March 31, 2026

- Saturday, June 6, 2026
Tuesdays 6:00 PM - 7.00 PM

& Saturdays 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM

Boys and Girls ages 7-15

Registration price includes a t-shirt

O

Y Plan Ahead & Save
@ Early: $150 due by 12/01/25

Regular:$175 until 03/01/26
Late: $200 until 04/01/26

USYVL Non-Profit #77-0460698
©USYVL All Rights Reserved

Fountain Valley at Fountain Valley Sports Park

register
today!

usyvl.org

UNITED STATES YOUTH

= >
m

VOLLEYBALL LERGUE
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From Page 12 ® WHAT DO YOU GET A COUNTY TURNING 250
Top entries in each genre will receive a cash prize and uHist Or De Otﬁ
the opportunity to perform live at a countywide Fourth of - 3 : y p
July celebration in 2026. Students may submit individually e : . .
or in teams of up to three, and winners will also have the s . &
chance to copyright their work.
Submissions are due by Nov. 30, and full contest details
are available at link.ocde.us/usa-250-oc.
The contest was introduced earlier this month during
a free songwriting workshop hosted by OC Music & Dance
and Fender, where student musicians gathered to learn
from professionals and collaborate with their peers. It
was a powerful reminder of the creativity that lives in
our classrooms — and how music continues to inspire
connection, storytelling and purpose.
As county superintendent, I'm incredibly proud of
the student artists in our schools — and grateful to
the educators, mentors and families who nurture their

Learn about
World History ¢ US History
Videos * Art * Music

creativity. This competition is more than a celebration of _: Study Habits
music. It’s an invitation to reflect, to express, and to help History is about learning and FREE
shape the story of 0}1r country through the power of song. understanding e past. The past Enjoy!
Because maybe, just maybe, what you get a country does not change but interpretations History Bufr
turning 250 is a generation of young people who are ready ’ . each 5
oo S do. One cannot erase history and Chers
and inspired to sing its next verse. St“dents

expect to remember the past.

HistoryDepot.com

Old Food, New Tricks

Give your old food a fresh purpose by placing it in your organics bin,

NOT the trash. Together, we can turn today’s leftovers into tomorrow's

soil, greener gardens, and a more sustainable Garden Grovi.

Try these easy tips for smarter recycling:

i Place food scraps, spoiled produce, and leftovers in your organics bin
< Add coffee grounds, filters, and tea bag
< Include food-spoiled paper like napkins, paper towels, & pizza boxes

n Keep yard waste and food scraps together for healthy compost
@ No plastic, glass, or food packaging waste

rganics
Recycling

GARDEN GROVE

Shoppers who save their Garden Grove receipts
from Black Friday, November 28 through Thursday,
December 18, can win "BiGG" while supporting

GGCITY.ORG/ORGANICS
local businesses.

GGCITY.ORG/BIGG Calkecycled <5

GARDEN GROVE

{;’ REEUBLIC
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Good for the Mind & Great for the Heart

The way we choose to spend our time
and the activities in which we engage help
form our value system. With a wide array of
possibilities and opportunities, volunteering
is a positive and vastly beneficial way of
i = helping young people develop a strong sense
Dr. Shari of self.

Sweetnam Volunteering offers benefits spanning

from the intellectual and spiritual to the
educational and professional. As young people give of
themselves and their time, they can learn about being
selfless. In a busy world of “pursuit of personal happiness,”
too often the intrinsic values of empathy and giving are the
lessons that are overlooked. Helping others via a structured
volunteer program is a positive and safe way to develop
oneself in this regard.

As Mahatma Gandhi said, “The best way to find yourself,
is to lose yourself in the service of others.” Teens who
experience growth at an early age are likely to continue
cultivating positive behavior and friendships.

NOW AVAILABLE ON:
amazon
i S
BARNES <-NOBLE

BOOKSELLERS

‘While hospitalized a soldier, Joe received a package
of cookies. This simple act of kindness from a
stranger helped the soldier during his recovery.

For many years, Joe and his wife repaid the
kindness by anonymously sending packages of
cookies to first responders and military individuals
in local hospitals. When Joe passed away, his
grandson carried on the cookie tradition.

One day, a local reporter happened to be in a hospital
when a package of cookies arrived for a patient.
The reporter was determined to discover the name of
the anonymous sender, which set off a string of events.

€
&7 P

Come See the World with Us at

GLOBAL VISION

@PTOMETRY

Motivational Speaker, Founder of The Brainpower Programs for Schools,
Author, Consultant, Radio Host contact: info@doctorshari.com,
twitter: DrShariS, Youtube: Dr. ShariS, LinkedIN: Dr. Shari Sweetnam

¢ Eye Exams - Glasses & Contact Lenses » Lasik/Cataract Consult
e Full Optical - Name Brands & Fashion Eyewear ¢ Corneal Topography & Retlnal Photos
e Medical Eye Exams - Red/Dry/Pink Eye e Myopia Management

e Minor Eye Injuries/FB Removal

In House Lab Available

Glasses Ready Same Day! (SV, Rx in stock only)

: STEPHANY VONG, O.D
R and ASSOCIATES

Management with OrthoK

or Soft ::;::i:;ipl:nses or ( 7 'I 4) 7 80-2008

18569 Main St., Huntington Beach, CA
(Located in the 5 Points Plaza)

GlobalVisionOptomeiry.com
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Alamitos Iniermediate School
12381 Dale St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 » 714/663-6101 * alamitos.ggusd.us

Alamitos Takes |:|ight with a free, delicious BBQ lunch for all students and teachers,

a Powerful Condor PRIDE Kick-Off followed by energetic games and team-building activities.
Alamitos Intermediate launched the 2025- This strong show of support ensures every Condor is

2026 school year with a powerful and highly- equipped to embody PRIDE and achieve their personal best

anticipated annual Condor PRIDE Kick-Off this school year!
on Friday, August 15. -
The entire day was

Abble dedicated to establishing
St_qune a shared vision for
Principal a positive and safe

learning environment,
rooted in the school’s core values. The
primary purpose was to guide students
to understand and embrace the
importance of Purpose, Responsibility,
Integrity, Determination, and
Excellence—traits essential for
academic and personal success. The
celebration was a massive success,
with the full teaching and support
staff engaging alongside a large and
enthusiastic number of parents and
community supporters. The afternoon
turned into a big celebration featuring

Students engage in energetic games and team-| bulldmg activities
during the school’s kick-off event.

Allen Elementary School
16200 Bushard St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 « 714/663-6228 « allen.ggusd.us
CLIMBing to the Top! Allen Earns PBIS Store. Our student leaders help with the store by
PBIS Silver Award handing out the incentives for CLIMB tickets. This system
Allen Elementary School is proud encourages positive choices and reinforces a culture of
to be the recipient of the PBIS Silver respect, responsibility, and achievement. We are proud of
Implementation Award. Positive Behavioral our positive culture on campus.

Interventions and
Supports (PBIS) is

Jamie an evidence-based
Wells framework that helps
Principal schools support

students’ behavioral,
academic, social, emotional, and
mental health needs.

Allen launched PBIS just
ayear and a half ago and has
already built a strong foundation
around our school values: Choose
Safety, Lead By Example, Include
Others, Make Good Decisions,
and Be Scholarly. Students are
celebrated for showing these
values by earning green tickets,
which can be redeemed for fun
rewards and experiences at our

Allen Mountaineers are CLIMBing to success each day, proving that character and
academics go hand in hand to create a bright future.
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Anthony Elementary School
15320 Pickford St., Westminster, CA 92683 « 714/663-6104  anthony.ggusd.us

Fostering Leadership Skills in All Students
Susan B. Anthony Elementary School

is proud to celebrate another exciting year

of student leadership through its robust

Student Council program. This fall, more

than 30 upper-grade students campaigned

for leadership positions, showcasing their

Kathleen creativity, dedication, and enthusiasm for
Ash serving their school community. After an
Principal energetic election week, four student officers

were chosen to lead alongside classroom

- ,'._ - &

'y ¥ 5T, T _ 4
A4 -

Anthony Elementary School has a robust Student Council program with dedica

representatives and student ambassadors. What makes

this program truly special is that every student on campus
will be part of the Student Leadership Program, giving all
children an opportunity to contribute and develop important
skills such as teamwork, responsibility, and communication.
The Student Council has already set ambitious goals for the
year, including raising funds to support school programs,
collecting essential items for families in need, and identifying
ways to enhance the overall school environment. With such
dedicated student leaders, Susan B. Anthony Elementary is
fostering a culture of service, kindness, and school pride.

ted and enthusiastic scholars.

Barker Elementary School
12565 Springdale St.,, Garden Grove, CA 92845 « 714/663-6164 * barker.ggusd.us

Making a Historical
Connection

Loyal Barker is more than
just a name of an elementary
school in Garden Grove. The
name of the school honors
Loyal H. Barker who was an

Michelle advocate for quality education
Askew and actively involved in local
Principal community affairs for 18 years;

serving as President of the
School Board, PTA and the Orange County
School Board Association. Loyal Barker’s son,
Bill Barker, visited the school in September
and presented the school with a rendering
of the school before it was built in 1966.
Our principal, Mrs. Askew, and the Barker
students were thrilled to see the initial vision
of their school and how similar it is to the
school they love and attend today. Mr. Barker
told the students he is happy to see they are
continuing his father’s legacy of excellence in
education. He shared his father would be very
proud of their achievements.

RSBLEYAT

1y

On behalf of the Loyal Barker Elementary School community,

Mrs. Askew accepts this beautiful architectural drawing of the school from 1966.

16 Novemser 2025 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT


https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://barker.ggusd.us
https://anthony.ggusd.us

Chris
Holland
Principal

Bell ntermediate School

12345 Springdale St.,, Garden Grove, CA 92845 « 714/663-6466 * bell.ggusd.us

Bell Goes Platinum!

Bell Intermediate is proud
to announce that we have been
awarded the PBIS Platinum Award,
the highest level of recognition for
Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports. This award reflects
the incredible partnership between
our staff, students, and community
in creating a safe, positive, and
inclusive school environment. At

Bell, PBIS isn’t just about behavior—it’s about
building a strong sense of belonging and bringing
students together as a community where everyone

feels valued and supported.

Platinum Award.

Bolsa Grande /7ig/ School

Bell is a proud recipient of the
prestigious 2025 California PBIS

Through PBIS, Bell promotes
positive behavior and school spirit
using the 5Star program, where
students earn points for leadership,
kindness, responsibility, and spirit.
Points can be redeemed at the PBIS
Store for prizes and experiences.
All students are also placed into
one of four school houses, fostering
teamwork and friendly competition.

These efforts have created
a thriving school culture, where
students are engaged, connected,
and motivated to succeed.

9401 Westminster Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92844 « 714/663-6424 « www.bolsagrande.org

Principal

ASB Leads the Way in Orange County
This past summer, Bolsa Grande High
School’s ASB was awarded the Derrel
Stillwagon Leadership Award which is the
highest award given to any high school at
Leadership Camp. Out of 59 ASB groups,
Bolsa was recognized for its character,
integrity, kindness, honesty and service above
Giuliani self. These characteristics show themselves

during special events and in their every day service to

the Bolsa community. Whether they are supporting visual
and performing arts, academic competitions or athletics,
Bolsa’s ASB works tirelessly to champion the entire Matador
community. In all they do, Bolsa’s ASB shows up for its
community and leads the way. We are proud of them for their
recognition and grateful to benefit from the work they do for
our school. Here at Bolsa, our ASB leads with kindness and
is committed to service to others.

Bolsa Grande High School’s ASB was awareded a top award at the state leadership camp.
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Brookhurst Elementary School
9821 William Dalton Way, Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6556 * brookhurst.ggusd.us

Attendance Matters
Brookhurst Elementary recently
celebrated an Attendance Matters
Awareness Week with a series of fun
spirit days and powerful messages to
remind students that showing up every
day is the first step toward success.
Nicole Each day carried a theme, including
Van Wilgen Moore “Good Attendance Leads to Bright
Principal Futures,” “Show Up Strong,” “Head for
Success by Arriving on Time,” and “We
Are Teaming Up for Attendance.”

Students and staff enjoyed dressing up to match
the messages—favorites included Pajama Day, where
students came cozy and ready to learn, as captured in
a joyful school photo. Other dress-up days encouraged
teamwork and school pride, reinforcing that coming
to school consistently sets the tone for learning and
achievement.

This celebration connects to GGUSD Goal 2, which
emphasizes motivation and perseverance. Brookhurst
students are inspired to build strong attendance
habits, knowing that being present each day helps
pave the way to lifelong success.

Brookhurst Elementary School promoted the importance of good
attendance with a series of fun dress-up days includng Pajama Day.

Bryant Aris Academy
8371 Orangewood Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6451 * bryant.ggusd.us

Celebrating Culture
On September 16th,
Bryant Elementary
hosted a fantastic
Hispanic Heritage
Month celebration
filled with music and

Kristine culture. Students,
Levenson staff and families
Principal watched outstanding

performances by Baile
Folklorico Renacimiento, featuring
stunning costumes. The impressive
dance group included a few current
and former Bryant students and
family members. We also enjoyed the
beautiful sounds of the incredibly
talented Jose Hernandez Mariachi. We
are proud of the opportunity to host
events that honor and showcase the
rich traditions of our community.

Bryant students loved the awesome performances during the school’s
Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration.
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Carrillo Elementary School
15270 Bushard St., Westminster, CA 92683 « 714/663-6230 * carrillo.ggusd.us

Setting High Standards

This year, Carrillo Elementary continues that support Goal 3: Lifelong Success. Carrillo is dedicated
to build on setting high standards for our to ensuring every child has the tools to grow academically,
students and revisiting them throughout personally, and for the future.

the year while celebrating
daily successes. Carrillo
will continue to support all

Mark students with both whole-
Vosper group, small group, and
Principal individualized instruction

to help students meet
grade-level rigor and make progress
toward Goal 1: Academic Success. PBIS
supports Goal 2: Personal Skills, focusing . ;
on developing students’ social-emotional s - - — e AVID
growth. Carrillo teachers received =1 g : &« Ne - ff?’
training in AVID strategies, which /
they are incorporating into classroom
instruction. These strategies promote
organization, critical thinking, and
the importance of revisiting lessons to
reinforce learning. By practicing AVID
strategies and engaging in targeted
instruction, students strengthen skills

-

Kindergarten students put their AVID strategies to work.

Carver Early Childhood Education Center
11150 Santa Rosalia St., Stanton, CA 90680 * 714/663-6437 * carver.ggusd.us

=73 New Frog Street Curriculum - introduced to Fernando the Frog, the cheerful mascot of
' Focusing on Social-Emotional Growth the Frog Street program. Fernando helps bring learning to
and Language Deve|opment life by modeling curiosity, friendship, and fun. He is quickly
Carver ECEC Preschool is excited to becoming a favorite in our classrooms, reminding children
announce the launch of our new Frog Street that learning is something to celebrate every day.

curriculum, a research-based program
designed to nurture the whole child while

Jennifer setting the foundation for future academic
Epp success. One of the most powerful aspects
Principal of Frog Street is its strong emphasis on

social-emotional learning (SEL). Through
engaging stories, songs, and classroom routines, students
are learning how to recognize and manage their feelings,
build positive relationships, and practice empathy and
cooperation. These skills are essential not only for school
readiness but also for lifelong success. In addition to SEL,
Frog Street offers countless opportunities to enhance
language development. Each lesson is rich in vocabulary-
building activities, interactive read-alouds, and intentional
conversations that encourage students to express

A a2

themselves in meaningful ways. Teachers guide students in 73 3 aS { ! 1)
using new words, asking questions, and connecting ideas— BV_ combining I_1|gh-qua||ty instruction with a focus on the-
skills that build confidence and prepare them for literacy. social and emotional needs of young learners, Frog Street is

helping Carver ECEC Preschool continue to provide an inclusive,

Adding to the excitement, students have already been . . B .
nurturing, and engaging environment for every child.
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Clinton Corner Fanily Campus
13581 Clinton St., Garden Grove, CA 92843  714/663-6298 « ccfc.ggusd.us

Thriving and Learning
Our school year is off

to a great start! Students

are thriving and learning.

We have a new curriculum

this year, Frog Street,

and are seeing wonderful

Emma progress already. We
Druitt recently hosted our annual
Principal Preschool Community Health

& Resource Fair which
featured more than 40 community partners
as well as food, face painting, free diapers,
OC Fire Authority fire truck, games, and so
many raffle prizes! Families also enjoyed a
presentation from GGUSD Superintendent
Dr. Gabriela Mafi who shared strategies
about nurturing our youngest learners.
The Fair was an awesome opportunity to
connect with families and share resources
and services to help young children thrive.

Hundreds of families attended the annual Preschool Community

1y & s g - P

Health and Resource Fair at Clinton Corner.

Clinton Elementary School
13641 Clinton St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6146 * clinton.ggusd.us

Padres en Accion

Clinton Elementary School is off to a
great start and excited to begin our first year
of Padres en Accién, a dynamic program
incorporating parent and community
engagement as well as parent leadership. Asa
i Dpart of this initiative, parents will join students
Beth during lunch recess to lead games that build

Cusimano teamwork, encourage collaboration, and ensure
Principal safe, active play. The program also includes

training on healthy nutrition and physical activity to support
the overall wellness of our students.

Twenty-five dedicated parents have already begun
training and will soon be a regular presence on our
campus. Their involvement brings new energy, care, and
support to our school community. We are excited to see our
students and families grow stronger together through this
positive, engaging opportunity. Thank you to our Clinton
families for helping to create enriching experiences that
support the success and happiness of every Clinton scholar!

Clinton Elementary spearheaded a new parent leadership program to increase family engagement and collaboration.
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Cook Elementary School
9802 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92844 « 714/663-6251 * cook.ggusd.us

Roaring with Cook Pride licensed counselors ready to help our kids and give them
Cook Elementary School students a safe space. Finally, Cook was recognized as a PBIS Gold

returned for the 2025-26 school year eager to Medal school which recognized the efforts of staff to set
learn and adhere to our R.O.A.R tenets (Be high standards of behavior for all of our students. We are
Responsible, Be Organized, Accept Others, extremely proud of all Cook teachers and students and look
Be Respectful) Cook’s access to technology forward to another successful school year!
(each student has

Ryan their own device),

Baker and high-quality - -

Principal instruction from vE UNIRIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

their teachers, help
Cook consistently outperform
the county and state averages in
both Math and English Language
Arts on California assessments.
Due to this exceptional academic
performance, and other factors,
Cook was recognized as a
California Distinguished School
for 2025! In addition to annual
academic success, we remain
focused on our students’ mental
health. Our Wellness Center
will continue to be staffed by

I s

Cook Elementary was honored y the oard of Education as one of GGUSD's
11 California Distinguished Schools.

Crosby Elementary School
12181 West St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6346 * crosby.ggusd.us

Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month
Crosby Elementary celebrated
Hispanic Heritage Month with a lively
dance performance from Monroe
Elementary Language Academy students,
highlighting various regions in Mexico.
The event, which included traditional

Dianna dances like the Dance of the Little Old
Rangel Men showcased the vibrant heritage and
Principal talents of young performers.

The event was made possible through
the strong partnership between Crosby Elementary
and the Crosby PTA. The PTA played a crucial role
in providing funding, coordinating volunteers, and
offering gifts to all the performers.

The event not only provided a fun and educational
experience but also fostered a sense of community and
cultural pride among students, teachers, and families.
Crosby Elementary looks forward to continuing these
meaningful celebrations in the future with our Lunar
New Year Celebration in February.

o= |

AU

- Y

Monroe Elementary Language Academy students deliver a lively dance
performance at Crosby’s Hispanic Heritage Month celebration.
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Doig Intermediate School
12752 Trask Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92843 » 714/663-6241  doig.ggusd.us

Learning to Dance dance class for the first time, every student is encouraged
This year, the students at Doig to embrace their individuality and develop new skills. The
Intermediate have the opportunity to take program’s goal is to spark a lifelong appreciation for dance
dance as a physical education course or an and give students a solid foundation to explore further
elective. The dance program offers a dynamic opportunities in the arts.
introduction to the “ Ay -
| world of dance, q rmmm] my‘m LY
Juan desigpgd to ignite ;;...;, il ﬁ&zﬂym.mtr“w
Alvarez creativity and i A T S sed s bmmsa
Principal build confidence

in students. This
program provides a fun and
supportive environment where
students are introduced to the
basics of various dance styles,
including hip-hop, jazz, folklorico,
and contemporary. Through
structured lessons, students
explore fundamental techniques,
rhythm, and movement while
learning the importance of
teamwork and self-expression.
Whether they have prior dance
experience or are stepping into a

Students are learning new dance skills through P.E. and a new elective being offered at Doig.

Eisenhower Eiementary School
13221 Lilly St, Garden Grove, CA 92843 » 714/663-6401 * eisenhower.ggusd.us

Leading with Service their voices, share their talents, and make a difference. By
At Eisenhower Elementary, student modeling kindness and responsibility, PAL students are not

leaders in the PAL (Peer Assistance only shaping a positive school culture but also preparing to
Leadership) program are making a powerful be leaders in the wider world. ' .
impact on their school and community. The To stay up to date on all the great things happening at
program’s mission is to develop youth leaders Eisenhower, follow us on Instagram and Facebook
who connect with their peers to create a @EisenhowerGGUSD.

Chris caring and supportive school environment. —’-T v

Ash Through PAL, Eisenhower students have Lo

Principal taken part in meaningful lessons and led
projects that extend far beyond campus.
Their efforts have included service projects benefiting
homeless teens, veterans, fire victims, patients at CHOC
Hospital, and ocean clean-up. On campus, PAL has
organized Friday social games at lunch and helped with
garden beautification projects.

A highlight of Eisenhower’s PAL work has been joining
Realize the Dream, a nationwide movement supported by
the King Family that seeks to complete 100 million service
hours by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 100th birthday. In
just one year, Eisenhower contributed an incredible 11,5654
service hours toward this goal.

This commitment to leadership and service reflects the
heart of Eisenhower, where students are encouraged to use

=

Eisenhower students bring color and care to their school garden
painting garden beds as part of a hands-on service project
that makes their campus a more welcoming and vibrant place.
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Enders Elementary School
12302 Springdale St., Garden Grove, CA 92845 « 714/663-6205 * enders.ggusd.us

Celebrating Community P
and Success

We are excited to welcome four
new classes of Moderate to Severe
Special Education students to
our campus. In addition, we are
preparing for the arrival of two

Michelle new fee-based preschool classes,
Rushall further expanding our commitment
Principal to serving the diverse needs of our

community. Our Apex Fun Run was
a tremendous success—surpassing all previous
fundraising efforts! Students had a blast learning
about “leveling up” for success while participating
in the run alongside friends and family. We also
had another fantastic turnout for Picnic on the
Playground. Students enjoyed a special lunchtime
with a parent, teacher, or special friend, making it
a memorable and heartwarming event for all. As we
move into fall, the school continues to strengthen
its commitment to Positive Behavior Interventions
and Supports (PBIS) through engaging classroom
lessons, schoolwide assemblies, and ongoing staff
development.

)

Enders’ families loved raising funds for the school through the Apex Fun Run.

Evans Elementary School
12281 Nelson St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6558 * evans.ggusd.us

Learning Beyond the School Day We are confident that after-school programming at Evans
At Evans we are proud of all of the is helping our students thrive in academic skills (Goal 1),
wonderful learning opportunities our personal skills (Goal 2) and lifelong success (Goal 3).

students have after school. In
addition to the Boys and Girls
Club program, we are offering
numerous after-school classes.

\ X

Aam We have started our second year
Bernstein of Disney Musicals in Schools
Principal with a brand-new production of

Finding Nemo. Rehearsals are
currently being held under the guidance of a
group of Evans teachers. We are also offering
the Young Rembrandts Drawing Class and : =
an after-school Art Class that is being taught
by two talented Evans teachers. Our Aspire
team of therapists is also involved with our
after-school programming. The Aspire team
is currently facilitating a “Feelings in Focus”
after-school class that involves photography
and mental wellness. Of course, we also have
several teachers providing extra academic
support to students in language arts and math

through after-school intervention classes. Students enjoy the opportunity to engage in fun art lessons as part of Evans

after-school learning opportunities.
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Excelsior Flementary School
10421 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6106 * excelsior.ggusd.us

celebrating the 2025 school community. Excelsior Elementary is a wonderful
CA Distinguished School Award place where students thrive and the staff go above and

Excelsior Elementary received one of the beyond to ensure the students are making growth not only
highest honors for public schools, the 2025 academically but in all other areas.

California Distinguished
School Award. This
: recognition reflects
Dr. Jennifer Excelsior’s outstanding
Carter academic performance,
Principal strong learning culture,
and success of closing the
achievement gap. The award embodies
the dedication of the teachers, staff,
family, and community. Our teachers
set high standards for the Excelsior
scholars and are committed to meeting
the individual needs of every learner.
Students are the heart of Excelsior’s
excellence. Our success is measured by
the growth, grit, and greatness of our
students. We appreciate the partnership

?:;V.eres m;lrosc?gqhznﬁszgﬁtp;rsents/or ; Excelsior Elementary School was honored at a special dinner hosted by
11168, Who provi cbia supp Califoria State Superintendent Tony Thurmond for earning the prestigious
at home and actively participate in our 2025 California Distinguished School Award.

Faylane Eiementary School
11731 Morrie Ln., Garden Grove, CA 92840  714/663-6253  faylane.ggusd.us

New Opportunities at Faylane opportunities in street hockey, basketball, volleyball,

Faylane Elementary School is committed soccer, flag football, and the like. There is nothing at all
to carrying out the district’s goals of wrong with a bit of fun to foster well-rounded students
equipping all students with the academic committed to future achievement. We have embarked on
skills and personal skills for lifelong such a path!

success. As a recently-awarded
Community School, our parents
and staff are collaborating on
Ingalls ideas to complement our focus on
Principal Goal 1 (academic skills). During
our after-school Extended
Learning Program (ELO), we have added Dr.
Mafi’s College and Career Mentoring Program
(CCMP), an after-school Wednesday Soccer and
Friday Pickleball Program, after-school art, 3D
printing, and Robotics. These complement our
Reading, Math and Science ELO intervention
classes. While we continue to press forward
in academic successes, we have added such
classes for socio-emotional well-being (Goal 2),
to enhance lifelong success (Goal 3). Coming
soon to our fields will be an expansion of our
during the school day recess and physical
education extensions, which will include extra

——n g 3 T g 2 = gt
sl L= . ’ e

Students are enjoying the school’s new after-school pickleball program.
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Fitz Intermediate Language Academy
4600 W. McFadden Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92704 * 714/663-6351 « fitz.ggusd.us

Making Music and Memories This trip was more than just a musical opportunity; it
In the summer of 2025, the Fitz was a powerful reminder of what hard work, passion, and

Intermediate Choir made history. Under community can achieve. The Fitz Choir returned home

the direction of Dr. Nora Hernandez and with memories they’ll carry for a lifetime, and a legacy that

accompanied by teacher and pianist has made history.

Mr. Javier Nguyen,
21 choir students

Louie and five dedicated
Gomez chaperones traveled
Principal across the country to

New York City for the

performance of a lifetime: singing
at the world-renowned Carnegie
Hall.

Over the course of five exciting
days and four unforgettable nights,
the group immersed themselves
in the vibrant energy of New York.
They explored the city’s landmarks,
visited the Empire State Building,
and even attended a Broadway
production all while preparing for a
prestigious performance on one of
the world’s most respected stages.

Fitz Intermediate Language Academy’s Choir shines on stage at Carnegie Hall.

Garden Grove /7igh School
11271 Stanford Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 * 714/663-6115 » www.gghs.us

Building Stronger Community
Garden Grove High School is
proud of its student-led Bridges Club
which is committed to fostering a
safe and welcoming environment
through coalition building among
all stakeholders with students at the

Al

Mary jaﬁe center, along with parents, teachers,
Hi_bb_ard administrators and staff. We are
Principal excited to work towards bringing the

services offered from Groundswell
to our ELAC group this year! For our first retreat
of the school year, we will work to establish our
core values as a representative population, build
trust within the community, and create action
steps that will help us in bridging understanding
and awareness of the diverse perspectives and
experiences we carry with us on campus in an
effort to create a more safe and respectful student
body. With the data collected at this retreat, we will
plan for our Annual Argo Unity Month, where we
celebrate culture, invite guest speakers, and bring
awareness in how to take care of our community.

The Bridges Club at GGHS is committed to fostering a welcoming and
respectful culture and climate among the Argo community.
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Garden Park Eiementary School
6562 Stanford Ave., Garden Grove, CA, 92845 ¢ 714/663-6074 * gardenpark.ggusd.us

PTA Brings Fun, Tradition
and Community

The Garden Park community is
blessed with a robust and active Parent
Teacher Association (PTA). The
PTA provides exciting opportunities
throughout the year, like our Kona Ice

jemie Truck visit to help us cool off on a hot
Johnson day. Students are currently engaged
Principal in a PTA sponsored art opportunity

to publish their work, for families to
purchase at the holidays, and the campus will soon
be buzzing with ghosts and ghouls at our annual
Trunk or Treat event. Throughout the year, students
and their families get to participate in school dances,
family dining nights, movie nights, fun runs, winter
workshop, book swaps, yearbook signing parties, and
many other favorite traditions that even gecko alumni
return to our campus to enjoy. Our PTA is so much
more than a fundraising organization, as people may
think. Our students benefit from this partnership
between staff and parents, creating a positive school
climate for our students.

Students enjoy a visit from he Kona ce Truck
thanks to support from the school’s PTA.

Gilbert Elementary School
9551 Orangewood Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6318 * gilbert.ggusd.us

well as improve attendance is very exciting to

all the staff! In support of the GGUSD mission
statement, providing a rigorous and supportive
academic experience that motivates all learners
to meet high expectations, we look forward to our
students getting the support and foundation they
need for continued success.

Supporting Student Success
Gilbert Elementary School

is excited to offer attendance

recovery classes aimed at

students who have missed school

time. All grade levels are offered

opportunities to have extended

George learning one
Martinez to two hours
Principal per week to

enhance their
education experience. After
a healthy snack, students
will join teachers offering
after-school time focusing
on English, Math and other
subjects that students may
have fallen behind in. The
additional time serves as
both knowledge building as
well as the opportunity to
make up for absences that
have occurred. The chance

i Iy = | -

Gilbert teachers are committed to providing extended learning to support students’ academic growth.
Mr. Stoffel, Principal George Martinez, Ms. Garton, Ms. Garcia,
to support our students as Ms. Waugh, Ms. Taguchi, Ms. Davies, and Ms. Tanner.
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Hare /7igh School
12012 Magnolia St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6508 * hhs.ggusd.us

Fun Fridays Fuel Stronger School Community
Every Friday at Hare High School, the
quad comes alive with laughter, teamwork,
and connection through our Fun Friday
activities—an initiative designed to
strengthen the bond between students and
Ty staff. These weekly events create a relaxed,
Lydia engaging atmosphere where everyone can
Machado interact beyond the classroom setting.
Principal Activities like staff-versus-student soccer and

volleyball games, board games, and creative

workshops offer a chance for students to see teachers

as mentors and teammates. These interactions foster a
greater sense of belonging, boost school spirit, and improve
relationships that positively impact student well-being

and academic motivation. When students feel connected

to their school community, they're more likely to attend
regularly, participate actively, and succeed both socially
and academically. Fun Fridays at Hare are more than just
fun—they’re a powerful tool for building a supportive
school culture where everyone feels valued, respected, and
included. It’s a win-win for students and staff alike.

Hazard Flementary School
4218 W. Hazard Ave,, Santa Ana, CA 92703 « 714/663-6403 * hazard.ggusd.us

Celebrating Constitution Day at
Hazard Elementary

On September 17, Hazard Elementary
came together to proudly
celebrate Constitution
Day, honoring the signing
of the U.S. Constitution

Sherry in 1787. The campus was
Sapbprn filled with red, white, and
Principal blue as students and staff

showed their patriotism
and appreciation for the freedoms
we enjoy today. The celebration also
highlighted our PBIS focus of being
Respectful, Responsible, and Safe,
values that helped Hazard earn the
honor of being named a 2025 PBIS
Platinum School. More than a history
lesson, Constitution Day reminded
students that every voice matters and
that they have the power to shape the
future of our country. This observance
also reflects our commitment to
GGUSD Goal 1: Academic Skills and

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT
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Goal 2: Personal Skills, as our Eagles continue to grow as
confident learners, caring leaders, and responsible citizens
who soar.

Hazard students proudly wear red, white, and blue to celebrate Constitution Day.
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Heritage Computer Science Immersion Academy
426 S. Andres Pl,, Santa Ana, CA 92704 « 714/663-6108 * heritage.ggusd.us

Stepping in to Serve Students
with New Shoes
This September, Heritage
Computer Science Academy worked
with Shoes That F'it to provide a
new pair of shoes to every student at
Heritage, including the elementary,
Ryan special education preschool, and state
Loberger preschool programs. The distribution
Principal day included visits from district
representatives and local officials,
who joined in helping students get shoes, socks,
and shoelace charms. This amazing opportunity
highlights the work Heritage does to meet the
needs of students through community resources.
In addition to our Community Schools Initiative,
Heritage continues to participate in the AVID
program, No Place for Hate, and OC GRIP. Heritage
is a Positive Behavior Interventions and Support
(PBIS) Platinum School, and provides instruction
in computer sciences for all students in TK through
6th Grade. We are proud of the programs and
support we provide to our students!

Students in Transitional Kindergarten show off their
new shoes with their teacher and the Heritage Eagle.

Hill Elementary School
9681 11th St, Garden Grove, CA 92844 « 714/663-6561 » hill.ggusd.us

A New Look for TK At Hill Elementary, we're proud to support the whole

This year, Transitional Kindergarten child and create a strong foundation for learning. TK is
(TK) at Hill Elementary has a fresh new more than a starting point—it’s the beginning of a positive,
focus, centered on the developmental engaging school experience.

needs of our youngest learners. TK
teachers recently received training
. in the newly released California
Lien TK Learning Foundations, which

Thqmpson emphasize learning through play,
Principal social-emotional development, and

early language skills. This ensures our
beginning learners build the foundation needed to
develop both academic and personal skills, setting
them up for lifelong success.

Our TK classrooms are filled with joyful, hands-
on activities that help students learn academic
skills, build friendships, express emotions, and
engage meaningfully with their environment.
Children are learning how to work and play together
while developing the language and self-regulation
skills that set the stage for future academic success.

Hill's TK students are happy, highly engaged,

S
and thriving in learning spaces designed to support : e J u —
: Students joyfully explore books and learn
their growth. el o .
early language skills in Transitional Kindergarten.
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Irvine /niermediate School
10552 W. Hazard Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6551 *_irvine.ggusd.us

The 2025-26 School Year is delicious treats—burgers, chips, cookies, and refreshing

Off to a Soaring Start! lemonade. The dance floor was packed, the photo stations
The first day of school was bursting with were popping, and the school spirit was soaring sky-high.

excitement as our Hawks returned to campus What an incredible start to the year—we can’t wait for the

ready to work hard and ready to SOAR! next Hawk House event!

Students kicked

off the year

with our PBIS
Jefferson rollout, learning
Principal the Hawk House

expectations:

Stay safe, Offer kindness,

Act responsibly, and Respect
others. To celebrate their

hard work, our incredible ASB
hosted our Welcome Back
Dance. They transformed the
MPR into a vibrant party zone,
complete with music, lights,
and the mouthwatering smell
of burgers wafting through the
air. Over 200 Hawks turned out

= -

for an unforgettable afternoon Irvine Intermediate celebrated students’ commitment to
of dancing, laughter, and showing up and shining bright with a special Perfect Attendance Breakfast.

Jordan /niermediate School
9821 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92844 « 714/663-6124 « jordan.ggusd.us

A Beloved Tradition The PBIS Circus continues to be a favorite tradition at
At Jordan Intermediate School, Positive Jordan—a day filled with learning, practice, and plenty of
Behavioral Interventions and Supports fun!

(PBIS) provides a clear
system for teaching and
rewarding positive student
behavior. This year,
students participated in
Clark our annual PBIS Circus,
Principal where they learned
how to show Respect,

Responsibility, and Kindness in all areas
of campus. During the event, students
rotated through stations highlighting
expectations for different areas—such
as the fields, quad, library, and multi-
purpose room. After learning the
expectations, students practiced their
skills through fun activities like “over-
under” and egg races. Staff members also
recognize students who demonstrate
positive behavior by giving them PBIS g
tickets, which can be redeemed for Jordan

spirit items at the PBIS Store. Jordan students love earning PBIS tickets and shopping at the PBIS Store.
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La Quinta /7ig/ School
10372 McFadden Ave., Westminster, CA 92683 * 714/663-6315 * www.laquintahs.org

Supporting Student Mental Health

La Quinta High School was delighted to
welcome Odie, Samdog, Zorro, and Lucy—
therapy dogs brought ?
to us by Each Mind
Matters in partnership
: with La Quinta High

Denise School NAMI and PAWS
Kirkman clubs. These amazing
Principal dogs visit our campus
monthly to provide love
and emotional support to our students
and staff.

This visit was especially meaningful
as it helped us honor and celebrate
Suicide Awareness Month, supporting
Goal 2 by modeling healthy ways to
cope with and manage mental health.
These lovable therapy dogs serve
as comforting companions, offering
support through both joyful and
challenging moments.

Our LQ scholars were thrilled
to have such a special experience

on campus—made possible through the dedication
and leadership of our staff club advisors and student
organizers.

La Quinta students love v1$|tmg with therapy dogs that visit each month from'-Ea'ch Mind

Matters in partnership with the school’s mental health awareness clubs.

Lake Intermediate School
10801 Orangewood Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 * 714/663-6506 * lake.ggusd.us

Helping Every Student Thrive

Lake is PBIS PLATINUM! Lake has
received the highest recognition for
successful implementation of PBIS at the
PLATINUM level. This recognition reflects
the excellence, hard work, and commitment
of all staff in implementing positive

Allie interventions and supports and creating the
_Ba!( conditions to maximize social, emotional,
Principal and behavioral outcomes for all students.

Our Universal Tier 1 programs create a
vibrant campus life for all. The library is open at lunch for
students to build friendships over board games and chess,
while students earn FIRE Cards for demonstrating Focus,
Integrity, Respect, and Excellence, which they redeem at
our weekly FIRE Store.

For targeted Tier 2 programs, students access our
Wellness Room, seek restorative conversations through
Project Kinship, and participate in numerous award-
winning extended learning opportunities, electives, and
clubs like Club Live and Yearbook.

Our Tier 3 programs offer individualized support for
students in need of intensive support. Through critical
partnerships with Aspire, Student Services, and now as a
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Community School, both students and families are better
connected to a variety of supports needed for lifelong
success.

This recognition celebrates Lake’s deep commitment
to creating a positive and nurturing environment where
every student can thrive. We are proud of this outstanding
accomplishment.

Students regularly en|oy Lunch Bunch in the lerary
to connect with friends over games.
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Lawrence Elementary School
12521 Monroe St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6255 * lawrence.ggusd.us

Inclusive Golf Experience We are incredibly grateful for this opportunity for our
Lawrence Elementary recently had the students to learn new skills and engage with each other in
pleasure of welcoming First Tee Orange a fun way.

County for a special visit that left
a lasting impact on students and
staff alike. As part of their outreach,
First Tee delivered two engaging
Julie 30-minute golf-putting lessons
Kawai tailored for our unified Adapted
Principal Physical Education (APE) class.
These sessions were more than just
an opportunity to learn a new sport—they were a
model of inclusion, support, and encouragement.
Led by Coach Keely and Coach Glenn,
the sessions created a low-pressure, positive
environment where typically developing peers
and students with disabilities worked side-by-side.
Students took turns, encouraged one another, and
celebrated each small success, fostering a true
sense of community. The coaches demonstrated
exceptional patience and kindness, skillfully
adapting their instruction and using clear verbal
cues to ensure every student could participate and
experience success.

v

Lawrence students try their hand at golf during a fun, inclusive lesson.

Lincoln Adult Education Center
11262 Garden Grove Blvd., Garden Grove CA 92843 « 714/663-6291 * ae.ggusd.us

Two New Medical Certification
Pathways Offered
The Garden Grove Adult Education
program has launched two medical
certification pathways in 2025:
Pharmacy Technician and Phlebotomy.
Adults 18 and over with a high school
diploma or equivalent may enroll in one
Avina of our CTE Medical Pathway programs.
Principal Our Pharmacy Tech course provides
the essential knowledge and skills to
become a licensed Pharmacy Technician, covering
the fundamentals of pharmacology, pharmacy laws,
and ethical practices. Students prepare for the Pharm
Tech Certification Board examination to earn their
certificate. The Phlebotomy Tech program fulfills all
of the California requirements for students to become
licensed phlebotomists by offering an introduction
to the field, which covers fundamental and advanced
skills leading to clinical practice. Students are
prepared for the National Healthcareer Association
Certified Phlebotomy Technician Exam and complete
a 40-hour externship. Registration for the next cohort
begins in October. Your future is bright at GGAE!

Students in the Garden Grove Adult Education Phlebotomy program
learn by doing, practicing their skills on one another so that they
learn technique as well as patient comfort.
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Los Amigos /1igh School
16566 Newhope St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 « 714/663-6288 « www.losamigoshs.com

supporting and Serving The energy was contagious throughout the night, with

Our Community smiling faces everywhere as our Los Amigos community
Our first-ever Los Amigos Health Fair came together to access important resources while

was an outstanding success and truly a fun building connections with neighbors and friends.

evening for our entire community!
We were thrilled to welcome
more than 600 families who came
out to enjoy this special evening
together.

Principal With the help from many

community partners including

Orange County Social Services Agency,
participants had the opportunity to explore
a wide variety of valuable services, including
fresh food boxes, backpacks packed with school
supplies, toys, and diapers. Families also took
advantage of essential health resources such
as our mobile vaccination unit, comprehensive
health exams, vision services, and dental
examinations.

Adding to the festive atmosphere, a food truck
from Brackens Kitchen provided every attendee
with delicious teriyaki chicken plates, creating a
wonderful community dining experience.

More than 600 people attended
the first annual Health Fair at Los Amigos High School.

Mark Twain Special Education Center and Adull Transition Program
11802 Loara St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 * 714/663-6050 * markiwain.ggusd.us

Maximizi“g Support and Resources and ATP Works program. Bringing all of these services and
[ am very excited as the principal of support staff together allows us to maximize resources

Mark Twain to welcome the former Jordan and provide a range of opportunities for students. We

Adult Transition Program (ATP) students, are thrilled about the expansion and all it means for our

new ATP students, students who have been students, staff, and families.

attending Mark -

Twain as well as our
Joell staff and families
Sparks to one campus. Our
Principal district built two new
classroom buildings,

an administrative building, shade
structures, and new basketball
courts. This expansion supports

our students’ growth in our three
district goals: academic skills,
personal skills and lifelong success.
New equipment has been installed to
support the continued development
of our students’ self-help skills (e.g.,
cooking stations, dishwashers,
washing machines, and dryers). In
addition, we have a sensory room, ;
specialized library, recreation room, | : o~

ADMINISTRATION

32 Novemser 2025 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT


https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://www.losamigoshs.com
https://marktwain.ggusd.us

Marshall Eiementary School
15791 Bushard Ave., Westminster, CA 92683  714/663-6528 » marshall.ggusd.us

award assemblies and cheer on our outstanding students.
Come see the R.O.A.D. to success in action!

Road to Success
Marshall Elementary’s Friday Flag

assemblies are driving
school spirit and student
success! Led each week by
our fifth and sixth grade
student leadership team,

Sarah these spirited gatherings
Van Dam reinforce our school-wide
Principal expectations, known by the

acronym R.O.A.D.

Each month shines a spotlight on one
of the R.O.A.D. principles: Respectful,
On Task, Accountable, and Driven. The
assemblies are a fun, engaging way to
teach and celebrate the positive behaviors
that make Marshall a great place to learn.

The excitement culminates on the
last Friday of the month with a special
celebration! Students who exemplify the
month’s focus are recognized, complete
with high-energy cheers from our fourth
grade cheerleading squad. Parents are
warmly invited to join these monthly

The Marshall Cheer Squad helps celebrate student successes and spread school spirit.

McGarvin /ntermediate School
9802 Bishop PI., Westminster, CA 92683 * 714/663-6218 * mcgarvin.ggusd.us

Vietnamese Bilingual Pathway Program

on the 15th day of the 8th lunar month—was a fantastic

Begins This Year

This exciting
new program
allows students

McGarvin Intermediate is proud to
announce the launch of our Vietnamese
Bilingual Pathway program this year!

opportunity for students to celebrate their heritage,
showcase their creativity, reflect on the festival’s focus on
family, gratitude, and giving, and connect the McGarvin
community in a meaningful way. McGarvin Owls are WISE!

PN I

Gates to continue
Principal their bilingual
educational

journey in Vietnamese,
seamlessly building on their
strong foundational language
skills, while also fostering
their deep cultural pride and
connection to their heritage.
In fact, students recently
celebrated their culture by
hosting a Mid-Autumn Festival
lantern-creating contest
for all McGarvin students.
This traditional harvest and
children’s holiday—observed

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT

-

McGarvin Intermediate students enjoy celebrating
cultural holidays including the Mid-Autumn Festival.

=
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Mitchell Eiemeniary School
13451 Taft Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6131 « mitchell.ggusd.us

Fostering Healthy Habits
through Play

The excitement is
palpable on the court as
our students shoot hoops
with our new lunchtime
d sports coach! This twice-
Carrie weekly session is more than

Bostick just fun; it’s a dynamic
Principal investment in the district’s

goals. By engaging in team
sports, students are not only honing
their Academic Skills through strategic
thinking and following complex rules, but
they’re also building essential Personal
Skills like cooperation, resilience, and
communication. Furthermore, fostering a
lifelong appreciation for physical activity
and teamwork sets them up for Lifelong
Success—instilling healthy habits and the
ability to work effectively with others in - B ol
any future endeavor. We're thrilled to see | S ©
our students thriving on and off the court!

Mitchell students love the new lunchtime sports coach
who is bringing a new level of fun during recess.

Morningside Elementary School
10521 Morningside Dr., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6328 » morningside.ggusd.us

Connecting with School cOmmunity active parent community to support our Mighty Mustangs!
Morningside continues to build a sense of We are looking forward to another exciting year on the
community, belonging, and a positive school Morningside campus!

climate! To help I
welcome back our !

T g Mighty Mustangs,
| j our dedicated Parent
Toby Teacher Association
Vares (PTA) hosted First
Principal Friday to welcome

back our scholars.
All students were treated and
served a cup of Joe’s Italian Ice
and had the opportunity to build
new relationships and socialize
with their grade level friends.
Our PTA, along with support
from our school staff and parent
volunteers, will be instrumental
in providing engaging events such
as Movie Night, Trunk or Treat,
Jog a Thon, Spring Carnival, field
trip opportunities and many other
events. We are so proud to have an
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Monroe Elementary Dual Language Acadeny
16225 Newhope St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 « 714/663-6264 * monroe.ggusd.us

ce|ebrati“g Latinx History Month The Ballet Folklérico program at Monroe is guided
On September 12, Monroe Elementary by Maestra Tavares, whose passion and leadership have
Language Academy proudly celebrated helped it grow into a thriving program that now serves
Latinx History Month with a vibrant student about 70 students. Beyond learning traditional dance steps,
performance that showcased culture and participants gain confidence, discipline, and a deeper
tradition. The highlight was a presentation connection to their cultural roots.
by the Ballet Folklérico Raices de Monroe, Through performances like these, Monroe Elementary
which delighted students and families during Language Academy honors Latinx History Month by
Loya the school’s Friday Flag Assembly. uplifting student voices and traditions that strengthen the
Principal Dressed in colorful traditional attire, the community. The Raices de Monroe dancers remind us that
dancers performed with energy and pride, celebrating culture in schools fosters pride, unity, and an
bringing Mexican folkloric dance to life. Parents, staff, and appreciation for the diverse backgrounds that enrich our
classmates cheered as the students highlighted the beauty lives.
and importance of cultural heritage. zs L
The celebration didn’t stop there. 9 - F(P =

After their school performance, the
Ballet Folklérico students boarded
a bus to Crosby Elementary,

where they performed for another
enthusiastic audience of students
and families. Their efforts reflected
not only their dedication to dance
but also their role as cultural
ambassadors across schools.

The Ballet Folklérico Raices de Monroe delighted students and families
during a recent performance for Latinx History Month.

Murdy Elementary School
14851 Donegal Dr., Garden Grove, CA 92844 « 714/663-6405 « murdy.ggusd.us

Supporting Students’ Emotional Health in control. By equipping students with these essential

This year, Murdy Elementary school is skills, we aim to foster a supportive environment where
proud to launch its social emotional learning all learners can thrive academically and emotionally.
(SEL) theme, Mustangs Regulate, which Mustangs Regulate empowers our students to take
emphasizes the importance of emotional ownership of their emotional well-being and contribute to a
regulation. As part of our commitment positive school culture.

' HL to social and
Dr. Michele ~ emotional
Luong learning,
Principal students will be
introduced to

practical tools and strategies
to help them understand,
manage, and express their
emotions in healthy ways.
Through classroom activities,
discussions, and school-wide
initiatives, students will
learn how to recognize their
emotional states and apply
regulation techniques—such as
breathing exercises, movement
breaks, and mindfulness—

to stay focused, calm, and Murdy’s Herd empowers all students to show their regulation superpowers!
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Newhope Elementary School
4419 W. Regent Dr,, Santa Ana, CA 92704 « 714/663-6581 * newhope.ggusd.us

An Exciting Start to the Year

On August 11, we began our 2025-26
with special guests, School Resource
Officer Pacheco, his sidekick Shadow,
and our very own Jungle Jim Tiger!
All of our scholars were excited and
ready to begin the new year. Since our

Eva return to school, we've hit the ground
Matthews running with several exciting events
Principal and initiatives. We successfully hosted

our Back to School Night and the Title
I Annual Meeting, welcoming families and setting
the tone for a strong year of partnership and student
success. To support our PBIS (Positive Behavioral
Interventions and Supports) program, we launched
our very first Tiger Store, where students can
redeem points for positive behavior. This is a fun and
engaging way to reinforce good choices. In celebration
of Latin Heritage Month, we kicked off the festivities
with our first annual Loteria Family Night. It was a
fantastic evening filled with culture, community, and
connection. We're excited to continue this momentum i

and IOOk_ forward FO sharing more events and Newhope staff is all smiles welcoming students back to school for
accomplishments in our next update! the 2025-2026 school year.

Northcutt Ziementary School
11303 Sandstone St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 « 714/663-6537 * northcutt.ggusd.us

Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month traditional attire to celebrate the month! In addition to the
Northcutt Elementary was excited to dances, Northcutt students also learned about the rich history

celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month with an and culture behind each of the songs and dances presented

assembly full of engaging and educational to them. The school also had a mariachi band perform for a

entertainment. The first extraordinary cultural celebration that students will remember for years

performance came to us from the La Quinta to come. Northcutt prides itself on celebrating the diverse

Latinos Unidos Baile Folklorico. La Quinta cultures of all our students to focus on well-being and a sense

students presented regional dances in of belonging while focusing on Goal 2!

Ladd
Principal

- =, = —N ‘-—"‘".'_.-‘-' S 2 e T S h o ASEST -
La Quinta High School’s Baile Folklorico performance delighted students
during Northcutt Elementary School’s Hispanic Heritage Month celebration.
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Pacifica /7ign School
6851 Lampson Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92845 « 714/663-6515 * www.pacificamariners.com

Pacifica NHS Chapter Wins We are incredibly proud of our NHS members for

National Award earning this national recognition. Their commitment to
Pacifica High School is proud to share that scholarship and service reflects the very best of what it

its National Honor Society (NHS) chapter has means to be a Mariner: working hard, helping others, and

earned the National Award for Excellence in striving for excellence every day.

Scholarship! A special thank-you goes to Mrs. Stultz and Mrs. Parrot,
This prestigious recognition honors our dedicated NHS advisors, for their guidance and support

Stephanie students for their leadership, service, and in helping students achieve this honor.
Bartlett academic excellence. Pacifica’s g

Principal NHS stood out for its tutoring
program, which offers free
academic support to all students, helping
Mariners succeed both in and out of the
classroom.

NASSP CEO Ronn Nozoe explained,
“The NHS Chapter Pillar Awards celebrate
chapters that truly embody what the National
Honor Society stands for—students who
don’t just excel academically but actively
strengthen their communities. The Pacifica
High School chapter demonstrates how
powerful it can be when young leaders
channel their talents toward meaningful
service and positive change.”

Pacifica High School NHS students proudly display
their National Award for Excellence banner.

Paine Elementary School
15792 Ward St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6118 * paine.ggusd.us

A Beautiful Reminder for (PBIS) framework and help guide students in making
Paine Panthers positive choices both in and out of the classroom.
Thomas Paine Elementary is proud to The mural serves as a daily visual reminder of what
L celebrate the unveiling of our new ROARS it means to be part of the Paine community, reinforcing
= mural, created in collaboration with OC the values we practice every day. This exciting milestone
i United Way and Operation Clean Slate. This also comes as we are recognized once again with the
| J vibrant and inspiring artwork reflects our California PBIS Gold Implementation Award, a testament
Charise school-wide commitment to the ROARS to the hard work and commitment of our entire staff
Santana expectations: Responsible, Organized, in fostering a safe, supportive, and engaging school
Principal Always Kind, Respectful, and Safe. environment.
These core values are part of our Positive Together with OC United Way and Operation Clean
Behavioral Interventions and Supports Slate, we continue to build a culture where students thrive.
il PANTHERS ARE...
| [ {ESPONSIBLE

AFE

- RGANIZEDE

Paine students showcase the new mural, a beautiful reminder of the school’s behavior expectations.
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Parkview Elementary School
12272 Wilken Way, Garden Grove, CA 92840 * 714/663-6266 * parkview.ggusd.us

We All Communicate in Different Ways |
At Parkview Elementary, we believe

every student deserves a voice — and

our dedicated Speech and Language

team is helping make that happen.

Communication doesn’t look the same for

every child. That’s why our team provides

Kawehi a tiered level of support to meet students
Holomalia- where they are. Beginning in our TK
Gonzalez and Kindergarten classrooms, they offer
Principal

Response to Intervention (RTI) services
and guide teachers in understanding what’s
linguistically appropriate for each developmental stage.
This early support helps build strong communication
foundations from the start. One of the most inspiring
things to witness is students using speech-generating
devices to express themselves — asking questions, sharing
ideas, and letting us know what they need. These tools
empower students to connect with their peers, fostering
a school community that’s inclusive, supportive, and
respectful of all communication styles. At Parkview, we're
not just teaching students how to communicate — we’re
helping them be heard.

Speech-generating devices help students
with special needs express themselves.

Patton Elementary School
6861 Santa Rita Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92845 « 714/663-6584 « patton.ggusd.us

Patton Welcomes
New Assistant Principal

Patton Elementary School is delighted
to welcome Erin Rivera as its new Assistant
Principal. Mrs. Rivera brings 20 years of
experience in the Garden Grove Unified
School District, including 15 years as a

Ka classroom teacher and the past four years
Chang as a TK-6 TOSA. Mrs. Rivera’s educational
Principal journey began right here at Patton as a

classroom teacher. “Coming back to Patton
truly feels like coming home,” she shared. A proud mom of
twin eighth-grade daughters, Mrs. Rivera and her husband,
a fellow educator, share a deep passion for teaching and
learning. Outside of school, she enjoys staying active
through walking and strength training, spending time
with family, and relaxing with their two dogs, Gracie and
Cooper. The Patton community is excited to welcome Mrs.
Rivera home as she begins this new chapter of leadership
and service.

Erin Rivera
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Peters Elementary School (K-3)
13162 Newhope St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6085 * petersk3.ggusd.us

Transitional Kindergarten at
Peters K-3: Laying the Foundation
for Lifelong Learning

Transitional Kindergarten (TK) is a vital
bridge between preschool and kindergarten,
offering young learners a strong foundation
in both academic and social-emotional

Jean development. Grounded in the principles of
C_an_1p early childhood education, TK emphasizes
Principal learning through play, exploration, and

intentional teaching—fostering essential
skills that support children through all future stages of
growth.

In our TK classrooms, students are rapidly developing
language, motor skills, emotional regulation, and cognitive
abilities. TK classrooms create environments that nurture
curiosity, encourage problem-solving, and support
collaboration—all while providing structured opportunities
to build early literacy and numeracy skills.

By focusing on the whole child—academically, socially,
and emotionally—TK lays the groundwork for success in
kindergarten and beyond. It fosters resilience, adaptability,
and the foundational skills needed to navigate more
complex learning in elementary school and throughout life.

Communication, team work and sharing
are at the core of this activity.

Peters Elementary School (4-6)
13200 Newhope St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6070  peters46.ggusd.us

A New 0pportunity for Student Leadership amazing student leaders help connect classmates with good

We are so excited to announce a new friends, plan school events with teachers, and serve their
program at Peters 4-6 Elementary that we peers as mentors and mediators. We are so proud of the
think will help take our already positive and work they have already put in and are excited to see how
welcoming school culture to the next level. this group of phenomenal student leaders help set the tone
This year, we are kicking off our first-ever for kindness and excellence on campus.

Peer A551§tance 55, 'j@ g
Sean Leadership (PAL) % [ A e g8
Dishong team. PALis a o
Principal national student

leadership and
service program that has been
around for over 40 years and seeks
to empower students to become
positive peer role models, prevent
bullying, provide academic and
social support, and build school
spirit and pride. We are starting
with 18 students in the fifth and
sixth grade that were selected
by their peers for being kind and

caring leaders on campus and we : -> !
will be adding new fourth graders Peters’ PAL Team show off their “You can hang with me” shirts they will wear on campus
during the school year. These to help students see who they can hang out with if they need a friend or some help.
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Post Elementary School
14641 Ward St., Westminster, CA 92683 * 714/663-6354 * post.ggusd.us

High Honor for PBIS Excellence positive school culture. Together, PBIS and Post’s inclusive
Post Elementary School is proud to programming are creating a campus where all students are
celebrate earning the Silver Implementation supported, respected, and given the chance to shine.

Award for Positive Behavioral
Interventions & Supports
(PBIS). This recognition

T |  highlights the school’s
Jamie commitment to fostering
Shippee a positive, inclusive,
Principal and supportive learning

environment. At Post, students
embody what it means to be a Post scholar
by demonstrating a positive attitude, acting
responsibly, working hard, and showing
respect (PAWS). Building on this foundation,
Post expanded its inclusive practices this year
by opening a new program for students with
moderate to severe needs. These students are
active participants in the PBIS system, earning
PAWS slips and being celebrated alongside
their peers. The addition of the program
has enriched the Post community, further
demonstrating the school’s belief that every
child can contribute to and benefit from a Students show off their PAWS slips earned for demonstrating positive behavior.

Ralston /ntermediate School
10851 Lampson Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 + 714/663-6366 * ralston.ggusd.us

Celebrating Inclusion
At Ralston, we are proud to
celebrate inclusion by creating
opportunities for all students to
learn, grow, and shine. Our Special
Education MS class provides a
.\ hands-on learning opportunity
Feather called The Eagle Brew Cart. It
Hocking allows students to learn valuable
Principal life skills while running a coffee
service for staff across campus each
Thursday. Students’ teamwork, responsibility, and
customer service skills not only fuels our campus
but also highlights the meaningful ways students
can contribute. Our student leadership class, ASB,
and our Unified Physical Education class includes
students with and without disabilities building
leadership skills and friendships while working
together to support schoolwide events, fitness
and strengthening our community. Through all
of this, Ralston staff and students are building a
school culture where every student is included,
supported, and given the opportunity to succeed.

T 4

Ralston’s Eagle Brew Cart is run by Special Education students who learn
important skills and enjoy providing this popular service to staff.
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Rancho Alamitos /7ig/. School
11351 Dale St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6415  www.ranchoalamitoshs.com

Bui|ding Futures through Skilled Trades immediately after high school. Students will also gain

Rancho Alamitos High School is essential safety training and have exciting opportunities to
thrilled to welcome 44 students to our collaborate with industry partners, including the Western
brand-new Skilled Trades Pathway for the States Carpenters Union.

2025-2026 school year! We are proud to We are proud to offer this outstanding program,
introduce Mr. Ismael Castillo as our Skilled providing our students with valuable experience and
| Trades instructor. With years of hands-on preparing them for lifelong success!
Curtis experience in =
Bruno the industry,
Principal Mr. Castillo
is eager

to guide and inspire our
students as they explore
careers in the skilled
trades.

The Skilled Trades
Pathway at Rancho
Alamitos High School is
a comprehensive four-
year pre-apprenticeship
program designed to equip
students with the skills and

certifications necessary District leaders, local elected officials and city partners join together
to enter apprenticeships for a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the new Skilled Trades Pathway.

e

Riverdale 7cch Academy
13222 Lewis St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6563 * riverdale.ggusd.us

Committed to Academic and involvement and leadership skills. The PAL students will
Personal Growth help emphasize the character traits that we promote

Riverdale Elementary in Garden Grove monthly in our assemblies to help student achieve Goal 2 of
is excited to start the new school year with the GGUSD Strategic Plan.

A

*

several positive z ‘ % o
developments. Our . —— e

students managed

Jason to continue their
Shabet growth on the SBAC
Principal state exams and have

shown a 12 point
increase over the past two years
in ELA and nearly 15 points in
Science. In addition, Math scores
showed a 9 point growth over the
same period. To start this school
year, Riverdale is happy to initiate
Folkloric Dance for our students in
grades 3-6 through the acclaimed
Mariachi Del Sol Academy in Los
Angeles. In addition, we are excited
to partner with OCDE to bring the
PAL program to our upper grade

- Riverdale students showcase their student awards
students to help foster community

demonstrating character traits like leadership and responsibility.
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Rosita Elementary School
4726 W. Hazard Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92703 * 714/663-6418 * rosita.ggusd.us

Connecting with
Community

Rosita Elementary School
proudly hosted a Taco Fiesta
Luncheon for families as
a highlight of Hispanic
Cultural Month, creating

Cheryl DeLos  ajoyful and welcoming
Reyes-Ruiz space to celebrate Hispanic
Principal heritage together. Families

gathered to enjoy a variety
of delicious tacos and festive music with
a special song sung by Rosita’s choir.
Colorful decorations set the tone for a
lively, community-centered event. The
luncheon offered an opportunity for
parents, students, and staff to connect,
share stories, and learn more about the
rich traditions and cultural contributions of
Hispanic communities. It was a meaningful
and memorable celebration that honored
diversity and strengthened the school’s
sense of unity and belonging.

Rosita Elementary Schools students and families
connected with a special luncheon for Hispanic Heritage Month.

Russell Elementary Language Acadeny
600 S. Jackson St., Santa Ana, CA 92704 » 714/663-6151 « russell.ggusd.us

of building community involvement, cultural awareness,
academic support, and strong leadership. Members
meet bi-weekly to share ideas, plan events, support
Spirit Days, and promote kindness throughout the
school. In addition to learning about Mexican heritage,
LU leaders play a central role in spirit assemblies and

Empowering Future Leaders

Russell’s Latinos Unidos (LU) student
leaders serve as the Student Council
leadership group, with 20 members
selected from many eager fifth and sixth
grade applicants this year. The LU mission

is to prepare Latino/a students for higher
education and future success with a vision

Haase
Principal

——— o
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community initiatives, making a positive impact across

campus.
el |

Students in Russell Elementary’s Latinos Unidos Club proudly serve as the school’s Student Council leadership group.
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Santiago //igh School
12342 Trask Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6215 » www.santiagohs.org

Santiago’s Newest CTE and '{ : ]
VAPA Opportunities " -
Two new teachers, Mr. Carney .
and Mrs. Bermudez, have introduced '
new programs at Santiago High
School this year: Criminal Justice
and Dance. For the past few years,
Christine students have expressed an interest
Pijl in Criminal Justice as a Career and
Principal Technical Education (CTE) class
on campus. By popular demand,
Santiago introduced the first of this CTE Pathway
with two periods of Criminal Justice. Next year,
Santiago will add the Pathway completer class
called Forensic Science CSI for Dual Enrollment
college/high school credit. In addition, students
were introduced and excited to participate in mini
dance lessons last year in Physical Education. As
a result, Introduction to Dance opened up and
Folklérico returned as dance classes for Physical
Education or Elective Credit. Dance Club has been
established for students unable to take dance class.
In addition, Folklérico Club and Drill continue to
be popular performance programs.

M. Camey

Mr. Carney and Mrs. Bermudez provide new opportunities to
Santiago Students with a new Criminal Justice Pathway and dance course.

Simmons Elementary School
11602 Steele Dr,, Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6096 * simmons.ggusd.us

Simmons Dolphins are Making Waves
Simmons Elementary is proud to

celebrate the inaugural year of our

district’s third Spanish language

dual immersion program! Our school

welcomed our new families with a variety = = s
of community events such as our “Picnic ta mariquita Malhumorada
Dr. Tanya with a Loved One” and annual pancake W
De Leon breakfast.
Principal Please reach out to the Simmons

Office if you are interested in learning
more about our language program! We will be giving
tours of our TK and K classrooms starting this
November. You will want to visit before the priority
enrollment window closes on January 31st.

Additionally, we are thrilled to announce that
Simmons is the recipient of the “Save the Music” Grant
that has provided our lead music teacher with world-
class training in music pedagogy as well as $30,000 in
additional musical instruments including xylophones,
drums and ukuleles. Our Simmons Dolphins are
making waves with our Spanish dual language
immersion and hands-on music enrichment!

Simmons Dual Immersion students enjoy reading books
from our new Spanish library book collection.
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Skylark Preschool
11250 MacMurray Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6336 * skylark.ggusd.us

—

Making Learning Fun

This year marks an exciting step
forward for Skylark Preschool as we
adopt Frog Street curriculum across
all three of our programs: State,
Early Childhood Education Center
(ECEC), and Fee-Based preschool

\

Esther classrooms. Frog Street brings a
Atljeljton unified, research-based approach that
Principal nurtures the whole child, combining

academic readiness with social-
emotional development. This work directly supports
our district’s Goal 2, developing personal skills
by giving children daily opportunities to practice
independence, confidence, and collaboration. By
using the same high-quality curriculum in every
program, Skylark ensures that all of our scholars
benefit from consistent instruction, meaningful
learning experiences, and a strong foundation for
future school success. We are also excited to expand
our reach by opening new fee-based preschool
classrooms at Enders Elementary. Early education is
where futures take root, and Skylark is proud to give
every scholar the strongest possible start.

Sl TR
Skylark Preschool introduced Frog Street curriculum
making it fun for preschoolers to engage in learning.

Stanford Flementary School
12721 Magnolia St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6458 * stanford.ggusd.us

Preparing for the Future:
Stanford’s College and Career
Mentoring Program Begins
At Stanford, we are proud to support
GGUSD Goal 3 — College and Career
Readiness by launching an exciting
| i opportunity for our sixth-grade students:
Brian the College and Career Mentoring Program
Ball (CCMP).
Principal This program connects our sixth
graders with college students who once
walked the same path — graduates from Garden Grove
high schools who are now pursuing higher education.
Through this mentorship, our students will gain firsthand
knowledge about college life, the steps to get there, and the
importance of setting goals early.
To celebrate the launch, we had the honor of welcoming
our GGUSD Superintendent, Dr. Gabriela Mafi, who led
a motivational assembly to kick off the program and
encourage students to begin thinking about and planning
for their futures.
This initiative is an important step in helping our
students develop the academic skills (GGUSD Goal 1)
and personal skills (GGUSD Goal 2) they’ll need for
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future success. We're excited to provide this meaningful
experience that empowers our sixth grade scholars to work
hard, plan ahead, and set meaningful and achievable goals
on their pathway to college and career success.

Dr. Gabriela Mafi
Superintendent

r I I‘.- M L
Dr. Mafi presented to sixth grade students at Stanford Elementary
about the College and Career Mentoring Program (CCMP).

—
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Stanley Elementary School
12201 Elmwood St,, Garden Grove, CA 92840  714/663-6484 « stanley.ggusd.us

Bui|ding community PTA invite students, parents, and guardians to build a
Through Fami|y Connections sense of belonging for everyone. These gatherings not only
At Stanley Elementary, we believe that showcase the creativity of our students but also provide
strong family engagement is the foundation families with a chance to connect with each other, building
of a thriving school community. By creating a sense of community. Family engagement activities are
meaningful opportunities for families to more than just events—they are opportunities to grow
—pi come together, we foster connections that relationships, encourage participation, and celebrate the
Angie extend beyond the classroom and strengthen diverse voices that make Stanley Elementary special.
Balius the bonds between home and school. Events Through shared experiences, we continue to build a
Principal such as Lunch with a Loved One, Pastries supportive, inclusive community where every family feels

with the Principal, and Family Nights with valued and every child can succeed.

At a recent family event, students and families came together to create art and build connections WIth others in the school community.

Sunnyside Flementary School
9972 Russell Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92844 « 714/663-6158 * sunnyside.ggusd.us

Thank You San’rlago HS 4
o\ 00 .| \,%,t e (’., P2<

Celebrating Culture and Success
at Sunnyside Elementary!

The 2025-26 school year is off to a I
great start at Sunnyside Elementary! .
This month we were excited to \
recognize Hispanic Heritage Month w,
with a very special assembly (/s
featuring the talented Santiago High

""\/ .’
QT:
P @

Marcie
Griffith School Folklorico dancers. Their
Principal wonderful performance was one

of the many ways we celebrate our
diverse community.

Sunnyside staff are anchored in our
commitment to excellence and ensuring students i
have the best learning experiences possible.
Sunnyside remains dedicated to our AVID
principles, has once again achieved recognition
as a PBIS Platinum School, and is fully invested
in achieving our district goals. We're excited
to provide every student with the rigorous and
supportive academic experience they need for
future success. To see more of the wonderful

things happening at Sunnyside, follow us on social ' ' -
media @sunnysidesuns048. Sunnyside Elementary students thank Santiago High School’s folklorico dancers

for performing at the school’s Hispanic Heritage Day Celebration.
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Violette Elementary School
12091 Lampson Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840  714/663-6203  violette.ggusd.us

Empowering Future Leaders
The start of a new school year brings

exciting opportunities for scholars to grow
academically, personally, and socially
at Violette Elementary. Leadership is
at the heart of our school culture, with

‘S0 students stepping up as change agents
Olivia through roles like Student Council, PBIS
Hufnagel Ambassadors, intercom announcers, and
Principal class representatives. These experiences
give our scholars voice and choice in shaping

their school journey. In addition, extracurricular programs
such as Disney Musicals in Schools, Kids Run OC,

Child Creativity Lab, CCMP, and BGC add energy and
excitement to our campus life, encouraging teamwork,
creativity, and perseverance. As proud Violette Vikings, we
celebrate every milestone together. This year, earning PBIS
Platinum Recognition is a powerful reflection of the unity
and strength within our community. At Violette, our core
values—Be Responsible, Be Respectful, and Be Kind—
guide everything we do and remind us that true success is
built on character, connection, and courage.

Students show off their leadership skills in the recent Student Council election.

Virtual Learning Academy
11262 Garden Grove Blvd., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6292 « vla.ggusd.us

Virtual Voices, United Against Hate

We are proud to announce that the
Virtual Learning Academy (VLA) has been
officially designated by the Anti-Defamation
League (ADL) as a No Place for Hate school,
thanks to the inspiring
leadership of teacher

Eric and advisor Mrs. Collette

Hansen Martin. This prestigious
Principal recognition reflects our
school community’s
commitment to fostering a safe,
inclusive, and respectful learning
environment for all students.

Students enrolled in the VLA
participate throughout the year in
meaningful programs and activities
that promote kindness, celebrate
diversity, and actively combat bullying
and discrimination. This achievement
highlights the dedication of our
students, staff, and families to building
a welcoming space where every voice is
valued, and everyone can thrive.
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Together, we are creating a culture of empathy and
respect and proving that virtual learning can be a powerful
platform for positive change. Join us in celebrating this
milestone and continuing a legacy to make the Virtual
Learning Academy truly a No Place for Hate.

Virtual Learning ! E I —1
Academy
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Wakeham Elemeniary School
7772 Chapman Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6407 * wakeham.ggusd.us

Supporting and Celebrating community members. Here, we also build our school
Student Success community connections, character traits, and cultural

At Wakeham Elementary, students, appreciation. We lift up our Wakeham students as Wildcats
staff, and families work together to achieve while celebrating the unique contributions of each family
our district’s three goals. Students receive and the diverse cultures they represent.

extension and interventions to
1 support their progress. We are
Sarah proud of our students’ academic

Mgrshon growth and celebrate those who
Principal have reclassified from English

Learner to English Proficient—a
wonderful achievement!
We continue to achieve our personal
skills goals through the Positive Behavioral
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) system,
where kids are excited to earn ROAR
tickets and spend them at the ROAR store.
Furthermore, through AVID, our entire staff
helps students learn and practice the scholarly
habits that lead to life-long success.
Wakeham Wildcats love when our families

Jsotm dus ior spec fal eventg ?nd atsiﬁmbhes' Students participated in the National Hispanic Heritage Month assembly,
udents receive recognition at these showing their appreciation through dressing up in outfits
assemnblies, cheered on by parents and that celebrate the many Hispanic cultures.

Walton /niermediate School
12181 Buaro St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 * 714/663-6040 » walton.ggusd.us

Connecting and co||aborating support, and greater parent involvement. Ideas included
The 2025-26 school year at Walton expanding after-school programs and offering more family-

Intermediate is off to a strong and exciting centered events to strengthen the school community. At

start. We are proud to announce that Walton Walton, we believe every student should feel a sense of

has been awarded the Community Schools belonging. With the support of this grant, we are excited to

Grant, which will provide new opportunities bring that vision to life.

to support 1

Marci students,
Loo families,
Principal and staff. As
part of this
grant, Walton welcomed a
new teacher coach who is
already helping guide the
work on campus. Recently,
the school hosted a full-day
meeting where a team of
parents, teachers, students,
and staff came together to
identify needs and brainstorm
solutions. The group agreed
to focus on three key areas:
academic enhancements,
increased socio-emotional
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Warren Eiementary School
12871 Estock Dr,, Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6331 » warren.ggusd.us

Wildcat Pride Shines at Warren!
Warren Elementary has
introduced a brand-new PBIS Book
Vending Machine to celebrate
positive behavior and nurture a love
for reading among our Wildcats. This
exciting initiative connects PBIS
principles with literacy promotion,
allowing students to earn tokens
by demonstrating that they are
prepared, respectful, making an
effort, and solving problems. With their tokens,
students select brand-new, age-appropriate books
directly from the vending machine! This positive
reinforcement not only builds a strong culture of
literacy but also highlights the values of Wildcat
Pride. In addition, Warren Elementary recently
welcomed families for Back-to-School Night,
where our community enjoyed an evening of food,
fun, laughter, and meaningful connections with
teachers and staff. The energy was high, and the
Wildcat spirit was strong! Together, these initiatives
remind us that at Warren, learning, respect, and
pride go hand-in-hand.

Principal

Ay A P o

Students love earning tokens for the school’s Book Vending Machine.

Woodbury Elementary School
11362 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92843 » 714/663-6461 » woodbury.ggusd.us

Woodbury Focuses on
Attendance with Informative
Parent Meeting

Woodbury Elementary is
emphasizing the vital role of
regular school attendance this
year, kicking off the effort with

Nathan an important parent meeting
Bellamy hosted by the principal and
Principal assistant principal. The event

featured Susana Bugarin, the
school’s social worker, who presented on the
significant academic and social benefits of
students attending school consistently. To
encourage this, the school has implemented
a fun, monthly competition: the class with
the highest attendance percentage earns
the coveted school tiger to display in their
classroom. Furthermore, individual students
who achieve perfect attendance each month
have the exciting chance to win a special
ribbon recognizing their commitment to being
in class every day.

Woodbury classrooms with the highest attendance
earn the school tiger to display in their classroom.
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Zeyen Elementary School
12081 Magnolia St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6535 * zeyen.ggusd.us

Zeyen Elementary Named California
Distinguished School Again!

We are proud to announce that Zeyen
Elementary has once again been recognized
as a California

We also thank our families for their partnership in
reinforcing learning and building strong routines at home.
Together, we have created a culture of excellence that
prepares our students for success today and in the future.

Distinguished
Elementary
Gary School—earning
Gerstner this honor in 2017
Principal and now again

in 2025! This
prestigious award highlights
schools that demonstrate
exceptional student achievement
and a strong commitment to
closing the achievement gap.

Our success is a direct result of
the skill, dedication, and passion
of our teachers and staff. Through
effective instructional practices
and a commitment to continuous
growth, they ensure every student
is challenged and supported to
reach their potential.

Wnzlcatigonit
) cho!

Zeyen Elementary School is honored by
GGUSD's Board of Education as a 2025 California Distinguished School.

Novelist -Word Search Contest

Rules! One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: SchoolNewsKay@gmail.com Please put GGUSD in the subject line.

Entries must be received by December 15, 2025
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble.
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