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Coop’s Corner

Oct. 8 and Fire Prevention

Fire prevention is as old as civilization.
Laws to prevent fires are found in the Code of
Hammurabi, in the Bible (Deuteronomy 22:8
on construction and Leviticus 14:39-45 in
inspection), in early Egypt, and in the Shang
Dynasty in China. The Roman emperor Nero

D. H. Coop passed a series of construction codes after
Author, Teacher, ~ the great fire to reduce the risk of fires. The
Student codes set height limits and wider streets, and

ended common walls.

Great fires throughout history have caused changes in
construction and code enforcement. The American colonies
focused fire prevention on building materials and chimney
inspections. Construction codes were limited, and many
buildings could be pulled down with hooks to stop the
spread.

The first city to pay firemen was Boston. Then, in
Philadelphia, the volunteer fire companies were started
with Benjamin Franklin’s Union Company. The main
function was to collect valuables at fires for their owners
because thieves were “as thick as the smoke.”

In the middle of the 19th century, the size of cities
were growing rapidly and fires were destroying greater
amounts of property. During the same period, the volunteer
fire companies were being phased out to become paid
professional departments starting in 1853 in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Chicago followed in 1858 with a paid fire department.

During the summer of 1871, there was little rain, and
the air and land were dry with heavy winds blowing in a
prolonged heat wave. There had been a number of small
fires that were extinguished one after another. Then on
October 8, fires broke out in Peshtigo, Wisconsin; several
counties in Michigan (Lapeer, Sanilac, Huron and Tuscola);
and Chicago. The fire in Chicago burned a third of the
city, destroying 17,450 buildings and taking 300 lives. The
Wisconsin fire consumed 17 communities as it burned
a third of the state, taking 1,500 lives. Business owner

William Ogden lost property in both Chicago and Peshtigo.
The state of Michigan suffered a dozen major fires, and the
property damage was enormous. Individuals and insurance
companies reacted with demands for reforms.

The building code continued to be the focus on
construction and protection. Fire control became an issue
for fire chiefs and insurance companies. The insurance
companies began rating cities and their ability to control
fires by looking at the water supplies, street patterns,
zoning laws, size and age of equipment of fire departments,
building codes, and inspection practices. By the 1890s,
standard building and fire codes were established for better
insurance rates. Insurance companies, building officials,
and fire chiefs worked together to protect communities
from fires.

President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation
for National Fiire Prevention Day in 1920. Then in 1925,
President Calvin Coolidge proclaimed Fire Prevention
Week in October in remembrance of the Great Chicago
Fire. Although multiple fires burned on that one day, only
Chicago is remembered in popular history today. That fire
is remembered not only because Chicago was the largest
city in the Midwest and was the central railroad hub
between the Atlantic and Pacific coast but mostly because
of the story of Mrs. O’Leary’s cow, which filled the story
with sensationalist false information.

The anti-Irish sentiment was high, with “No Irish need
to apply” advertisements for jobs. The Irish provided
scapegoats—the story was that a drunken party at the
O’Leary’s started the fire. News reporters published a
photo of a woman and a cow, claiming that they were
Mrs. O’Leary and her cow. Schoolchildren in history classes
were told the story of Mrs. O’Leary and her cow. The city of
Chicago exonerated Mrs. O’'Leary in 1997, confirming there
was no evidence of her fault.

October 8 was a day when fires raced across the Midwest
in three states, and that is why October is Fire Prevention
Month.

D.H.Coop is a retired fire/paramedic
and retired teacher having taught

IB and AP World History 30 years.
He continues to write, tutor and consult.
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Happy Halloween

Halloween’s History

The Celtic festival of Samhain, pronounced SOW-in,
celebrated 2,000 years ago the end of the harvest period
with bonfires and costumes. Part of the festival involved
warding off ghosts, who were believed to return to earth
at the end of October. The Romans later blended the
celebration into two of their festivals. First was the festival
of Feralia, which commemorated the passing of the dead.
The second festival celebrated Pomona, the goddess of
fruit and trees. Her symbol is the apple. It is believed that
apple bobbing comes from her festival. Mystery, magic, and
superstition are associated with the festival.

Pope Boniface IV established the Feast of All Martyrs
in the 7th century. Later, in 731, Pope Gregory III blended
the festival of martyrs into All Saints Day on May 13, then
moving it to the first of November. It was during the Middle
Ages that cats were associated with witchcraft. Pope
Gregory IX issued a Church Bull Vox in Rome (A.D. 1213)
denouncing cats, especially black cats, for a belief that cats
were used in satanic cults in Germany. The Papa Bull in
essence stated, “Thou Shalt not Suffer a Cat to Live.”

Over time, the festival introduced traditions for young
women to find true love. In Ireland, a young woman would
bury a ring in mashed potatoes with the hope that her true
love would find it. While in Scotland, a young woman would

place the names of her suitors on hazelnuts and then toss
them into the fire The one that burned completely and did
not explode open bore the name of her true love. Another
true love experiment was to make a mixture of walnuts,
hazelnuts, and nutmeg together to eat before bed. That
night, she would dream of her true love. The most common
practice at one time was apple bobbing. The winner would
be the first to find true love.

The celebration eventually took on a threefold identity
as All Hallows Eve (Oct. 31), All Saints Day (Nov. 1), and
All Soul’s Day (Nov. 2). In time, the Protestant Reformation
led by Martin Luther and the Puritan faith restricted the
celebration. The celebration of Halloween was not common
in early northern colonial societies but was observed
more in the South. In the middle of the 19th century, the
celebration expanded, and by the 1920s, it became a secular
holiday of trick or treat and community get-togethers to
share ghost stories.

The celebration has many different names in other
communities, with a different focus on events and
practices. However, the origin of the celebration is always
centered around the end of the harvest period. In the 21st
century, the celebration has focused more on parties and
is competing with Christmas for decorations. However,
“BOO0!” is still part of the fun!

Halloween Word Search Contest

Rules!

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: SchoolNewsKay@gmail.com (Please put History Depot in the subject line)

Entries must be received by November 15, 2025
From the correct entries one name will be drawn

to win a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble.

BLACK CAT
CANDY

CARVE
CEMETERY
COSTUME
DECORATIONS
FRANKENSTEIN
FRIGHTFUL
GHOST

GHOUL

GRAVE
HAUNTED HOUSE

HALLOWEEN
JACK O LANTERN
MUMMY
SKELETON
SPIDER

SWAMP CREATURE
TRICK OR TREAT
VAMPIRE

WEB

WEREWOLF
WITCH

ZOMBIE

History DEPOT

OCTOBER 2025 3



A madcap satire
set in a small beach
town. When an
early morning small
fire breaks out in
avacant theatre,
the town gossip,
Mabel, starts a
chain of events that
has local, state and
federal governess
in a state of panic.
Mabel’s odd
behaviors make for

a hilarious story.

While hospitalized, a soldier,
Joe, received a package of
cookies. The simple act of
kindness from a stranger
helped the soldier during his
recovery. For many years

Joe and his wife repaid the
kindness by anonymously
sending packages of cookies
to local hospitals for first
responders and military
individuals. When Joe passed
away his grandson carried on
the cookie tradition. One day a
local reporter happened to be
in a hospital when a package of
cookies arrived for a patient.
The reporter was determined
to discover the name of the
anonymous sender, which set
off a string of events.

AMazom
seovera Vew Read. 70@ 84»~?52”~?;fo

Follow C.E. Hall, a fire insurance investigator/philatelist through a series of events that begins with an international stamp book

The trilogy begins with The Philatelist, where
the death of an elderly German lady sets off

a series of events that leads to murder and
links to the historical past. The key to the
events is an international stamp book that C.E.
Hall, a fire insurance investigator/philatelist,
purchased from a stamp store. The stamp
book is a record of a mysterious organization
that links back before World War II. Powerful

figures are trying to find the stamp book as C.E.

Hall tries to unravel the mystery held within
the stamp book. As C.E. Hall goes through the
book, he discovers a sinister organization that
had possibly tried to assassinate world leaders
during World War II.

Opportunity for Evil is the second book in a
trilogy with C. E. Hall as a fire investigator and
FBI consultant. The local fire chief has called
C.E. Hall to investigate the cause of a small fire
in a print shop. When a body is discovered in an
adjoining stamp store the investigation takes a
turn when looking into the cause of death. The
coroner finds a series of rare stamps that are
counterfeit. FBI agent Nick Thomson joins the
investigation. C.E. Hall and Nick uncovered that
the counterfeit stamps have links to criminal
organizations from drug cartels to the Russian

Mafia, Chinese spies, and middle east terrorists.

The groups had been using the stamps as a way
to launder international money.

INIQUITOUSNESS

D.H. GOOP

While unraveling this case they discover a

link with the past sinister case of a post-Nazi
organization in the first book, The Philatelist.
To find the answers C.E. and Nick first must
weave their way through interlocking webs of a
drug cartel, Chinese espionage, and break-up a
terrorist plot in the port of Los Angeles before
they bring down international bankers that
finance criminal activities.
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