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Coop’s Corner
Things Change and Stay the Same

The 1920s saw a change in advertising,
going from when business showed customers
what was available for purchase to
persuading them to buy products. Charles
Coolidge Parlin, an advertising consultant,
used social science to move customers away

D. H. Coop from the traditional self-denial attitude to
Author, Teacher,  one of instant self-gratification. Before the
Student

1920s, advertising was done primarily in
newspapers, magazines and catalogues. That
all changed during the 1920s with the development of
motion pictures and radio.

Products that had been sold as medical treatments
became everyday necessities. Coca-Cola had been sold as
a remedy for headaches, but by the 1920s it was advertised
as a refreshment. Listerine became a cure for halitosis—
bad breath—and for the common cold and sore throat from
1921 to 1976. Kotex bandage material, which was wood
fiber during the Great War, became a paper handkerchief—
Kleenex—in the 1920s. These were all promoted on the
new and old platforms of communication.

Alfred P. Sloan of General Motors during the 1920s
overtook Henry Ford in the number of cars sold by 1927.
Sloan introduced credit buying and created new styles in
cars each year. Where one could buy a Ford in any color as
long as it was black, General Motors had multiple colors and
different styles. Ford was forced to redesign the Model T to
the Model A by 1929 just before the Great Depression.

Other marketing techniques shifted consumers away
from traditional habits to new habits. Proctor and Gamble
introduced short cooking programs to sell their new
product to replace grease—Crisco. The florist industry
began a “Say it with Flowers” advertising campaign. The
advertising industry exploded during the 1920s.

The 2020s seem to be on the verge of another explosion
with social media and new devices for communication.
Persuasion has become more sophisticated, with your
buying habits tracked. The 20th century began with Sears
and J.C. Penny catalogs sent to homes for home purchases.
The 21st century continues with Amazon home purchases.
Things have changed—or have they?

The United States Flag

The symbol of the nation is the American flag. It has 13
red and white stripes with 50 white stars on a field of blue.
The first flag had only 13 stars and stripes, one for each
new state of the new nation. As states were added, a star
and a stripe were added. The Star-Spangled Banner had
15 stars and stripes flying over Fort McHenry in 1814 when
Francis Scott Key wrote his poem.

The flag is more than just a symbol of the nation. It is the
expression of an idea of freedom and individual rights. It
is a rallying point for the nation’s military. Stephen Crane’s
novel The Red Badge of Courage is about an individual in
combat finding courage by picking up a fallen flag on the
battlefield. Frederic Remington and other artists created
images of American troops carrying the flag into combat.
Remington images were used by John Ford in several of his
films on the Western frontier.

The fact is that the American flag symbolized the
prestige of the nation and the military. Units that lost their
regimental flag on the battlefield brought disgrace to the
unit for the loss of the unit’s colors. Before 1834, the Army
was not allowed to carry the United States flag into battle.
Units carried only their unit colors into combat. That
year, a change was made that allowed artillery units to
display the U.S. flag along with regimental colors in battle.
The United States Marine Corps was not allowed to carry
the United States flag into battle until 1876, and the U.S.
Cavalry was allowed to do it in 1887. Films and paintings
showing American troops with the American flag charging
the Confederate line during the Civil War are in error.
Stephen Crane’s soldier was picking up regimental colors,
not the American flag.

Since 1775, there have been nearly three million men
and women in the defense of this nation and the flag who
have died in combat. One not only honors the flag of the
nation but also recognizes the sacrifice of those who have
died and those who answered the call of the nation in
times of need. They deserve the respect for the freedom of
speech and the ability to hear what others have to say.
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The History of American Flags

The American flag’s first maker is unknown. The legend of Betsy Ross began around the
1870s, but at the time of the American Revolution, there were 17 flag makers in the city.
The Americans tried to unify under the Albany Plan of Benjamin Franklin with the “Join
or Die” flag. The colonies were not ready for unity at the time, but that changed in 1775-76.
The Continental Congress appointed George Washington as commander of the Continental
Army. When he arrived in Boston to take charge of the Army, the flag the troops held was
the British Crosses of Saint George—blue signifying England; St. Patrick, white signifying
Ireland; and St. Andrew, red signifying Scotland, with seven red stripes and six white
ones—13 in all.

By the 1860s, the flag was displayed on government buildings and ships. The Military
carried their regimental colors and were not allowed to carry the American flag into battle
until 1834, when artillery units could—the Marines were allowed in 1876 and Cavalry in
1887. To lose a unit’s colors was a disgrace, and a national disgrace if the American flag was
lost in battle. Stephen Crane’s book The Red Badge of Courage (1895) tells the story of
the battlefield and the colors.

The flag has been a symbol for communicating the identity of American forces
throughout the world. It represents the ideas and values of the Declaration of
Independence and the United States Constitution. Over a million Americans have died
defending the American flag around the world.
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America Becomes the ‘Reluctant’ World Leader

The year 1917 saw America become a
major player in world politics. President
Woodrow Wilson had listed his Fourteen
Points for world peace. The Allied powers
formed a united command in the war effort
under Marshal Foch. American troops began
arriving in Europe under General John J.
Pershing, called Black Jack, a nickname
given to him when he led black troops.

As the troops arrived in Europe, they
carried a new strand of influenza from Fort
Riley, Kansas. The first American case
diagnoses were made on March 11, 1918.
The spread of the disease took the King of
Spain as the first person of note to die from
the disease—therefore the name Spanish
influenza. At the same time, the Bolsheviks
were withdrawing from the Great War to
focus on grabbing power in Russia and
renaming the party to the Communist
Party.

Back in the United States, Congress
passed a bill establishing Daylight Saving
Time. which started March 31, 1918, so there
would be more production time for the war
effort. Congress also passed an amendment
allowing women to vote, and later, the
government issued its first airmail stamp on
May 1, 1918, and activists formed a League to
Save the Redwoods on the West Coast.

Robert Goddard demonstrated the value
of rocket-propulsion solid fuel. The war
ended, and the Army lost interest in aircraft.
The world had turned to Woodrow Wilson
and his Fourteen Points. The future of world
peace took the Fourteen Points and settled
on just one—Point Fourteen: to establish a
League of Nations after the negotiations to
write the Treaty of Versailles.

President Wilson came home to a
reluctant nation that was happy to stay out
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of world problems. It would take another
25 years for America to step in front of the
world and try to lead. America had stayed
with President Washington’s warning to
stay out of European problems. It was with
reluctance that America joined the Great
War because the war came to us with

the Zimmermann Note. Congresswoman
Jeannette Rankin could not vote for war in
1917.

The American Congress rejected the
Treaty of Versailles and signed a separate
treaty with Germany. There were economic
and political reasons that America did sign
treaties. However, for the most part, America
was an isolated nation until the Second
World War.

Once again, Congresswoman Jeannette
Rankin could not vote for the war that came
to our shores. At the end of the war, America
was the only superpower and reluctantly
took up world leadership to rebuild Europe
and control the spread of the Soviet Union’s
aggression in Eastern Europe that led to the
Cold War. The Marshall Plan, Bretton Woods
Conference, United Nations and Truman
Doctrine were all steps making America the
leader of the Western World.

The reluctance did not provide for a
comprehensive plan for that leadership. The
America idea that there should be an end
to colonialism was sidetracked by fear of
the spread of communism and other events.
President Eisenhower had to step into the
Mideast crisis (Suez) of 1956 and warn the
French and English of serious consequences
that essentially ended their rule as world
powers.

World leadership has brought benefits and
conflict to the world. It is still the best hope
for freedom.
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