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Reaching New Heights: Celebrating San Marino
Unified School District's Exceptional Achievements
As Superintendent of the San Marino Unified School
District, it is my great pleasure to share some of the remarkable
successes we've experienced this year. Together, we are truly
“Reaching New Heights,” and I couldn’t be prouder of our
dedicated students, talented staff, and supportive community.
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Our District is officially the top-performing unified school Dr. Linda FyE Z 309 CAASPP (Ao 2 4 &
district in California based on the latest CAASPP (California de la Torre WM BIE) RELE R, BMNE2ERE
Assessment of Student Performance and Progress) results. Our Superintendent KRB N REREGHLLE ., KA

students have excelled in both English Language Arts (ELA)

and Mathematics, reflecting the unwavering commitment of our
teachers, administrators, and staff to provide a world-class education.
This incredible achievement speaks to the academic rigor and
personalized support our students receive every day.

The Mandarin Dual Language Immersion program at Carver
Elementary is a shining example of forward-thinking education in
action. This program is not only enriching our students’ academic
careers but also equipping them with critical language skills that will
benefit them in our increasingly globalized world.

At San Marino High School, the highly successful Medical Arts
Academy continues to offer students unparalleled opportunities in
healthcare education. This program, now in its second year, prepares
students for future careers in medicine and health sciences, all while
providing hands-on experience and exposure to real-world medical
practices. Our partnership with Pasadena City College ensures that our
students have access to top-tier educational resources as they prepare
for the future.

Additionally, our students have achieved an impressive 93% pass
rate on their Advanced Placement (AP) exams, demonstrating their
academic excellence across a wide range of subjects. This outstanding
performance has earned our high school Platinum status on the 2024
AP School Honor Roll Progress Report. We are equally excited about
the resources we've made available to support their success, including
iReady (K-5) and NWEA/IXL (6-12) diagnostic assessments, and free
access to Tutor.com, an invaluable online platform offering on-demand
tutoring services to students whenever they need it.

Moreover, San Marino High School has been named a National
Blue Ribbon School. This prestigious award is a testament to the hard
work and dedication of our students, teachers, and staff, as well as the
unwavering support of our parents and community. It is an honor that
reflects our shared commitment to excellence and our determination to
provide the best possible education for every student.

Our accomplishments are only possible because of the collective
efforts of our entire community. I want to express my deepest gratitude
to our extraordinary Board members, teachers, administrators, and
staff for their passion and expertise. I also want to thank our parents,
community members, and education partners for their steadfast
support. Your involvement in our schools strengthens the bond between
home and classroom, ensuring that our students thrive.

As we continue “Reaching New Heights,” I am confident
that San Marino Unified School District will continue
to excel. Together, we will build on our achievements,
innovate in our approaches, and prepare our students for
bright futures. Thank you for being a part of this journey,
and I look forward to celebrating even more successes in
the years to come..
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San Marino Unified School District Soars To New Heights
By Shelley Ryan, School Board President

San Marino Unified School District (SMUSD) is reaching
new heights by continuously striving for academic excellence
and introducing innovative programs. The district’s number
one ranked test scores are a testament to its commitment to
delivering a high quality education, with students consistently
surpassing state and national benchmarks. These outstanding
results highlight the dedication of our students, as well as the
unwavering support of our talented teachers, staff, parents,
and the broader community.

The district is also seeing a rise in enrollment, reflecting
a growing recognition of SMUSD’s dedication to a premier
educational experience. This steady increase in student
numbers underscores the district’s strong academic reputation
and its capacity to cater to diverse student needs.

One of the cornerstones of our success is the dual language
immersion program, which provides students the valuable
opportunity to become proficient in two languages while
gaining a deeper understanding of diverse cultures. This
program not only enhances language skills but also equips
students for success in an interconnected global environment.

Adding to its broad spectrum of offerings, SMUSD has
developed specialized pathways in medical arts and careers,
preparing students for the dynamic and expanding fields of
healthcare. These pathways provide hands-on experiences,
access to industry professionals, and exposure to advanced
medical concepts, enabling students to explore potential
career opportunities in medicine and health sciences. This
focus ensures that graduates are not only academically
prepared but also ready to step into critical and high demand
careers.

Furthermore, SMUSD remains committed to fostering
student achievement through innovative resources. Initiatives
like Tutor.com give students access to personalized, one on
one tutoring around the clock, ensuring they receive the
academic support they need when they need it. This focus on
accessible and tailored learning helps every student excel.

By prioritizing student support, academic growth,
and career readiness, San Marino Unified School District
continues to set new standards of success, preparing our
students to thrive in the future.
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San Marino Schools Foundation
1665 West Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 * 626/299-7014 « www.smsf.org

Reaching New Heights: Soaring Commitment BEMSLE: WPEEE

The San Marino Schools Foundation exists to provide EIHA LR AL ENEERALLER
supplemental funding to the District to achieve its mission of BEIE LI, AERAE LS4
providing an outstanding education for every student. So we RSP HEKF IS, B, RMETAH
are very proud that San Marino High School was recognized RHWEH, FIHBHES P A 2024 £HEIFE
by the U.S. Department of Education as a National Blue Ribbon HBERBABIRNREBRERE, M2/
School Award recipient for 2024. The accolades continue with S 09 BRI 0I5 FIHA 5 A 2023-2024
San Marino High School achieving the top spot in the California Tony Woo S0 e ) £ A R IR el T 3RAE (A
Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) test President CAASPP) gl P L7975, AT RS
rankings for 2023-2024. HeEL S

These impressive achievements underscore the consistent BRBEERATEAT LG, FEURER
commitment and support of students and education by The Foundation, FHEAEHEERHKFTHOFERERIE, &
the District, and the San Marino community. This commitment is AN RAAET BN EREFAEH LS
especially evident in the financial support of The Foundation by I FL, REEBANZEE 2 NG
San Marino parents and the community. In spite of being one of the ARV NERZ —, BHEHFEREY @ EHA
lowest funded school districts in California, the community steps up I, RLEBARTE SRS KRR
each year to ensure the District has the funding needed to achieve BEITENE AL, THARERBBERRERE
exceptional student performance and recognition. San Marino schools Foit B 0 X #, UHERELE A X0
will continue to harness the support of parents and the community to BARE R, T AR R T R HIE—K
ensure its students receive the best education and school experience 69 B,
possible. Awards and recognition simply serve as a testament to that
commitment.
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PTSA

1665 West Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 « 626/299-7000 * www.smusd.us

Marisa Kelly, President

PTA Raises The Bar

San Marino Parent Teacher Associations are proud to
answer the call of our administration, parents, teachers
and students to elevate our schools across the district
each and every school year. Not resting on our laurels,
PTA strives to overachieve, keeping up with the latest and
greatest in every aspect of education to not only maintain
our nationally recognized schools, but to go above and
beyond to help provide the best possible education,
programs and resources for our students.

PTA is committed to raising the bar for everything San
Marino School District is known for: rigorous academics,
high achieving visual and performing arts programs,
top tier athletics, cutting edge technology, and most
importantly, positivity. Our parents, teachers and staff
come together to help raise funds and lead our exciting
community engagement events, uniting our families
to make our schools stronger and our students’ futures
brighter.

SAN MARINO UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT
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Aubtin’s Review
Fourth Grade: Impossible.

Title: Ramona’s World
Author: Beverly Clearly

Learn about & ey
amona Quimby is a

World History EIJ? REE funny book series sabout a
US History is tot‘;ol}g’! girl named Ramona growing
Videos * Art * Music Teacheriﬂs up and the cha}llenges she
Stu dy Habits Stu dents Aubtin M. faces while doing that.

Ramona Quimby is now in fourth grade,

o which she expects to be the best year of her
HlstoryDepot.com life. But unfortunately, things aren’t turning out as she
thought they would. True, she becomes best friends with a
girl named Daisy. But how can she have a good year when
] her teacher, Ms. Meacham, insists that she should improve
g)[IJUUI ﬁemg her spelling and she must be a role model for baby sister,
Education + Communication = A Better Nation Roberta? However, on the bright side, she has a tenth

FOUNDER/PUBLISHER: Kay Coop

562/493-3193 * schoolnewskay@gmail.com birthday to celebrate. What will happen for Ramona in

fourth grade? What obstacles will she face? Will it be a good

CONTENT COORDINATOR: Barbra Longiny —

GRAPHIC DESIGNER/PRODUCTION: W year for her? I recommend you read this book to find out.
Emily Ung ?{mi Mée Kavgimurza . Nomew Lued This book is hilarious and teaches that things may not
copy EDITORS: Kate Karp, Anna Zappia SoCIAL MEDIA: Nancy Lueder 1 1 s
SCHOOL NEWS ROLL CALL, LLC always turn out as expected. I hope that you will hke‘lt and
PO. Box 728, Seal Beach, CA 90740 e 562/493-3193 find out what challenges you might face when you're in
www.schoolnewsrollcall.com Copyright © 2006, School News Roll Call, LLC fourth grade!

Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission is strictly prohibited unless
otherwise stated. Opinions expressed by contributing writers and guest columnists are their

views and not necessarily those of School News Roll Call. This publication is privately owned Aubtin is a 3rd Grader. When not playing, Aubtin does Writing, reading,

and the right is reserved to s‘elect' and‘edlt cqntgnt The San Marino Unified School District and drawing. He also likes SpOI‘tS, trains, books and TV. He cares a lot
does not endorse the advertisers in this publication. A N N
about his family and friends.

Step into Hollywood’s famous
World of lllusions with 4 unique
experiences that you’ll be sure to

baffle your friends with!
Our Museum of lllusions, Giant’s
House, Upside Down House, and
Smash It will transport you to a world

of fantasy and imagination!

www.LAillusions.com
(C)Museumofillusions.USA
(#) Museumofillusion
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Carver Elementary School
3100 Huntington Dr,, San Marino, CA 91108 626/299-7080 « www.carverschool.us

Reaching New Heights: A Magical Place
K.L. Carver is one of the top performing
elementary schools in California. This is based
upon the California Assessment of Student
Performance and Progress (CAASPP). We are
proud of that!
We here at Carver know that, though these test
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results are impressive and something to be proud Stuart Carver )2 &8 248 75 £ HA AR 6 —
of, they don’t tell the whole story of what makes us Caldwell Ao EBERAR, —EERZHE R, KA
such an amazing place. Principal BEBEALE R, FRMGERRE AL EAVF

K.L. Carver has been part of the San Marino
community for over 75 years. Over those years a legacy
has been built that brings all of the ingredients together to
have a school that is truly a magical place.

Carver has amazing teachers and staff that are
committed to our students and our broader community. In
fact, over 80% of our Carver staff either have, or have had
their own children attend our amazing school. Carver staff
really is an extended family.

Carver has a powerful spirit of volunteerism. Our
families, current and past, give freely and regularly to
our school. They give of their time, energy, expertise
and treasure. Our students see just how involved their
families are in their daily education. This helps to create
an unparalleled sense of community. Our students come
to school at an incredibly high rate. Our attendance is
regularly over 98%

Most importantly, Carver has amazing students. Our
students know that they are loved — yes loved — at Carver.
Our students are challenged by their amazing teachers and
staff. They are supported by their families and extended
families. And, as a result they find joy in
learning and being part of our magical
school.

Certainly, by the objective measures
of state testing, Carver Rocks!!! By
the less tangible, but truly the more
important things, that make our school
such a magical, joyous and wonderful
place, Carver absolutely Rocks!

SAN MARINO UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT
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Huntington Middle School
1700 Huntington Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 * 626/299-7060 * www.hehms.us

Reaching New Heights: Raising the Bar!

The students throughout the San Marino Unified
School District (SMUSD) have set an impressive
benchmark, achieving the highest CAASPP Math
and English scores in the state of California,
outperforming neighboring districts like La
Canada. These results reflect a committed effort by

BEMEIE: RAESE!
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students, teachers, and staff who are continually Mary Hazlett f£ CAASPP @)X F , ALiEda & R a9 4 L KEE
working to reach new heights and raise the bar in Principal T #H47 (ELA) 7 @BIF T 86.97% 6918 2%, ™

academic excellence.

Huntington middle school students scored an
outstanding 86.97% in English Language Arts (ELA) and
84.21% in Math on the CAASPP. Among them, seventh
graders led the charge, posting the highest scores across
all grades with an impressive 89% in ELA and 86% in
Math. English Language Learners (ELLs) demonstrated
remarkable progress as well, achieving a 90.65% in ELA
and 85.36% in Math.

This success is partially attributed to the district’s
updated curriculum, including the expanded use of IXL,
now supporting students in English and Math from 6th
through 8th grade, as well as in Science. This adaptive
learning tool provides real-time feedback, allowing
teachers to fine-tune their instructional methods and
address specific student needs.

Huntington’s science team is piloting a new curriculum
called StemScopes, while the Social Science team is
introducing weekly Document-Based Questions (DBQ)
to promote critical inquiry. Teachers are also integrating
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) techniques to create
inclusive classrooms, conduct peer walkthroughs, and
share best practices, fostering a collaborative learning
environment.

Beyond academics, HMS is supporting student wellness
through an expanded Wellness team, which now includes
an additional counselor. The team collaborates with staff to
help students build coping strategies, with the belief that
happy, well-supported students excel academically and
personally.

The success at HMS goes beyond academics, with the
Varsity Flag Football team and JV Girls Volleyball team
both capturing league championships this fall. This year,
SMUSD is celebrating not only high CAASPP scores
but also a strong school community spirit, academic
achievements, and athletic victories that embody the pride
of being a Fox!
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San Marino /7igh School
2701 Huntington Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 « 626/299-7020 * www.sanmarinohs.org

San Marino High School Celebrates
Historic Achievements
San Marino High School (SMHS) has
made headlines with a remarkable trifecta of
accomplishments, solidifying its reputation as a
premier educational institution.
The school has been awarded the prestigious
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National Blue Ribbon Award, a distinction given Dr. Benjamin Wolf £ % ¥ 3R 3% 69 54 o
by the U.S. Department of Education to recognize Principal TR T B4Ry o SMHS E 5 E AP 5842

exemplary schools across the nation. This honor
reflects SMHS’s commitment to academic excellence and its
dedication to fostering a supportive learning environment.

In addition to the Blue Ribbon accolade, SMHS has
earned the title of an AP Honor Roll Platinum School. This
recognition highlights the school’s exceptional Advanced
Placement (AP) program. To reach Platinum status a
school must have 80% of its students take at least 1 AP
Exam, 50% of its students pass at least 1 AP Exam and 15%
of its students take 5 or more AP Exams with at least one
being taken in the 9th or 10th grades. This designation
places SMHS among an elite group of schools nationwide,
affirming its status as a leader in advanced education.

To top it off, the school has achieved an extraordinary
milestone by scoring in the top 1% of all public high schools
in California on the most recent California Assessment
of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) tests in
English and Math. These impressive scores demonstrate
the high level of academic proficiency among SMHS
students, showcasing their hard work and the dedication of
their teachers.

SMHS Principal, Dr. Benjamin Wolf, expressed his
pride, stating, “These achievements are a testament to our
students’ determination, the commitment of our teachers,
and the support of our community. We are thrilled to see
our efforts recognized on such a significant scale.”

As San Marino High School celebrates these milestones,
the community remains united in its commitment to
fostering excellence in education, ensuring that the future
remains bright for its students.

SAN MARINO UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT
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Valentine Flementary School
1650 Huntington Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 626/299-7090 * www.valentineschool.org

Reaching New Heights: Stronger than Ever!
T'am thrilled to announce that Valentine
Elementary is reaching new heights this year,
with our students achieving remarkable academic
success and our school community growing
stronger than ever.
Our CAASPP and CAST state test scores have

SIEEE: EUEEREK!
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placed Valentine Elementary among the top Whitney , BERIAT AY, ALBARAT 5%, KA 6GEEF
schools. This achievement is a direct result of the McAlpine FAR IR B 37 22 T ik Fe SR B B 698 AL £ 3t
dedication and hard work of our students, staff, and Principal B, FEIRAAE B A BB R R, B,

parents. We saw a 3% increase in English Language

Arts, a 4% increase in Math, and a 5% increase in Science.
Our teachers have embraced innovative teaching methods
and data-driven, individualized learning plans, ensuring
that every student has the opportunity to excel. As a result,
our students’ scores in these subjects have surpassed both
district and state averages, positioning us as one of the top-
ranked elementary schools in the state.

In addition to academic success, Valentine Elementary
has experienced significant growth in enrollment, now
serving over 700 students. This growth reflects the trust
our community has in the quality of education we provide.
As more families join our school, we remain committed
to fostering an inclusive, welcoming, and supportive
environment for all students.

We take pride in
offering a well-rounded
education that nurtures
the whole child.

Beyond our academic
achievements, our
extracurricular programs
continue to flourish,
providing students with
opportunities to explore
the arts, music, and STEM
fields. We are dedicated
to preparing each student
not just for academic
success, but for personal
and social development as
well.

Iam incredibly proud
of all that we have
accomplished together
and look forward to
another year of reaching
new heights at Valentine
Elementary.
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Valentine 4th Grade Students working together on a game-based review of math concepts.
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Staying Engaged and Staying in School

October is National Dropout Prevention
Month, underscoring the critical importance
of ensuring that all students can complete
their education. National Dropout Prevention
Month is a crucial awareness campaign that
emphasizes the need for comprehensive
strategies to keep students engaged in
their education and help them achieve their
full potential. As the Los Angeles County
Superintendent of Schools, I am deeply
committed to fostering a school environment
where every student is valued, supported and equipped to
succeed.

The decision to drop out of school is often influenced
by a complex interplay of factors, which might include
academic challenges, personal difficulties and economic
hardships. Preventing students from dropping out of school
is a multifaceted endeavor requiring a range of supports
and resources, including school-based supports, social
and emotional support, parental and family engagement,
community-based supports and policy and systemic supports.
To address these issues proactively, we must implement
strategies that promote student and family engagement and
wellbeing, provide essential wrap-around services and forge
strong partnerships within the community.

Debra Duardo,
M.S.W., Ed.D.
Superintendent

The Vital Importance of School Attendance
Regular school attendance is the foundation of academic
achievement. Chronic absenteeism is a strong predictor
that a student may drop out of high school. Every day
a student is present in the classroom is an opportunity
for learning, growth and building essential social and
academic connections. When students consistently attend
school, they are more likely to:
e Develop stronger social connections, including
relationships with peers and adults
¢ Achieve higher grades and test scores
e Build and practice good study habits, relational skills
and routines that are required in work and life
e (Graduate and pursue higher education or career
opportunities

SAN MARINO UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT

Our goal is to ensure that every student can benefit
from the advantages and promise of a high-quality public
education.

Resources

LACOE has partnered with the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health to take a deeper dive into
chronic absenteeism and its impact and to develop an
Attendance Playbook. The playbook focuses on assisting
school districts and charter schools with navigating
school attendance from a systems perspective, providing
resources and supports to keep students in school,
engaged, and connected. Parts one and two have been
released and parts three and four will follow soon.

This comprehensive resource offers practical guidance
and best practices for school districts to assess and
improve attendance rates and mitigate the impacts of
declining enrollment. By implementing the strategies and
recommendations outlined in the Attendance Playbook,
schools can create a more positive and engaging learning
environment that fosters student success and prevents
student dropout.

Part One of the School Attendance Playbook provides
valuable insights and resources to promote effective
services and best practices in bolstering attendance
efforts. In Part Two, educators will find practical strategies
to address attendance challenges, foster a culture
of engagement and ultimately enhance the learning
experience for every student. From understanding the root
causes of absenteeism to applying relevant interventions,
Part Two aims to equip educators with the knowledge and
tools necessary to cultivate a school environment where
attendance is not just a statistic but a gateway to a brighter
educational future. Visit our website lacoe.edu to access
Parts One and Two of the Attendance Playbook along with
additional resources. We will be releasing the playbook in
its entirety in the next few months.

See LACOE ¢ Page 12
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Innovation Lab Program Bring Educators and Tech Companies Together
to Develop Solutions For K-12 Education

A new Innovation Lab program
launched this summer as part
of a partnership between the
Los Angeles County Office of
Education (LACOE) and the
University of Southern California
(USC) Edtech Accelerator, with
the support of the Greater Los
Angeles Education Foundation
(GLAEF). The groundbreaking
collaborative effort seeks to
gather input from educators and staff on some
of the most pressing challenges facing K-12
schools today in hopes of developing better
solutions to those complex problems.

This summer, LACOE, USC and GLAEF
brought together educators from across Los
Angeles County for an Innovation Design
Summit to listen to their concerns. The event,
held at USC on August 2, 2024, gave educators
an opportunity to share firsthand experiences
and identify pain points that have long hindered
their ability to effectively support students.

Instead of vendors selling solutions in a
vacuum, the Innovation Lab Program prioritizes
a collaborative model where schools drive
the process. This approach ensures that
technology solutions are carefully considered
and strategically implemented to address the
specific needs of schools and ultimately improve

Debra Duardo,
M.S.W., Ed.D.
Superintendent

student outcomes.
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Identifying specific challenges faced
by school districts was the first step in the
Innovation Lab Program. Next steps include:

e Solution Sourcing: Leveraging USC’s
network to discover potential technology
solutions.

e Company Development: Providing selected
tech companies with a curriculum to
enhance their product efficacy and market
readiness.

¢ Teacher Engagement: Involving teachers
in the program to provide feedback on
technology solutions.

e Evaluation and Dissemination: Assessing
the effectiveness of the solutions and
sharing findings to create a trusted vendor

network.

By placing teachers at the forefront of the
solution-finding process, The Innovation Lab
Program aims to create tools that are not only
effective but also truly meet the needs of those
on the front lines.

This powerful partnership, with its
innovative approach aims to transform how
technology is integrated into education and
enhance the learning experience for students.

9300 Imperial Hwy., Downey, CA 90242 « 562/922-6360
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