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The San Marino Unified School District continues to serve
as one of the top performing school districts in our state, and
our Board of Education plays a pivotal role in shaping our
commitment to continuous improvement. SMUSD remains
steadfast in supporting teachers and programs through
ongoing professional development in Universal Design for
Learning (UDL), Positive Behavioral Interventions and
Supports (PBIS), and Restorative Practices promoting students’
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the four pillars of Academics, Arts, Athletics, and Activities.

In the realm of academics, we offer an impressive array of 19
advanced placement courses, alongside four dual enrollment courses
with Pasadena City College. Our latest initiative, the Medical Arts
Academy, in partnership with PCC, allows students to earn college
credit during school hours while gaining valuable experience and
insights into the healthcare profession. Equipped with state-of-the-art
technology like Anatomage Tables and Precision OS Virtual Reality,
the technology our students have access to rivals medical school
settings.

Our commitment to academic growth extends to our middle school,
where a new geometry course has been introduced. At the elementary
level, we proudly implemented a dual language immersion program in
Mandarin and English, promoting cross-cultural understanding,

Highlighting our academic excellence is the remarkable
achievement of Kathy Jia, a high school student who recently earned
a perfect score on a college-level Advanced Placement® (AP®) Exam,
placing her among the world’s top 23 students in the field of AP
Chemistry.

Our arts programs continue to thrive spanning grades TK-12 and
we are putting new Prop 28 funding to good use at all four schools.
We offer visual art, dance, drama, band, orchestra, and choir. We
doubled enrollment in our High School Humanities course offered in
partnership with the Huntington Library, where students focus on the
study of literature, art, theater, dance, music, film, and architecture.

Our athletic programs consistently exceed expectations, with
notable achievements in football, baseball, basketball, swimming,
water polo, softball, tennis, badminton and soccer making us proud of
our talented athletes.

We also foster students’ personal growth through a diverse range
of clubs and activities, such as Mock Trial, Speech and Debate, Math
Team, Science Olympiad, and Robotics, providing opportunities for
leadership development and exploration.

District leaders are working closely with an advisory committee
and design experts, to develop a comprehensive long-range Facilities
Needs Assessment and a Facilities Master Plan. This plan, informed by
research, community input, and data-driven analysis, will shape the
future of our educational facilities for the coming decade and beyond.

As the new year unfolds, SMUSD is not merely embracing change,
but leading it. These new initiatives and the continued emphasis on
professional learning underscore SMUSD’s dedication to preparing
students for success in an increasingly globalized environment
and these innovative programs represent a significant step toward
achieving this vision. The 2023-24 school year promises to be a
remarkable chapter in our history as we continue to innovate, inspire,
and educate all students.
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To Our Remarkable School Community,
By Shelley Ryan, President

As the President of the San Marino School Board, I
am deeply honored to address you today with a message
from the heart. Our school community is a treasure, and I
want to express my profound gratitude for the unwavering
dedication and unity that define us.

In every corner of our community, from our exceptional
administrators, educators and hardworking staff to our
diligent students and their supportive families, it is your
commitment that makes our schools truly exceptional.
Together, we have weathered challenges and celebrated
triumphs, demonstrating an unshakable spirit of resilience.

I want you to know that the School Board is
wholeheartedly committed to the well-being and academic
success of every student in our care. Our vision for the
future is one of continued growth and excellence, fueled by
innovation and inclusivity. Your voices are invaluable, and
we will continue to listen and collaborate to ensure that
our schools remain a source of pride and inspiration.

I extend my deepest gratitude to all of you for your
dedication, your compassion, and your unwavering
commitment to our shared mission. Our journey together is
a testament to the extraordinary power of community, and
I look forward to the many successes and achievements
that await us.

With heartfelt appreciation and warm regards.
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DINOSAUR ROOM « FAIRY ROOM » PLUSH

CHILDREN'S BOOKS » TRUCKS, CARS & TRAINS
GAMES « SCIENCE AND MUCH MORE!

1510 Mission Street, South Pasadena, CA 91030
(626) 441-2767 | www.dinosaurfarm.com -
Tuesday- Saturday 10-6, Sunday 11-5, Closed Mondays
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Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher

Superintendent Dr. Linda
de la Torre begins this issue with her
message on page 2 highlighting the
District’s commitment to continue
to innovate, inspire, and educate all
students. .

This is our 5th year collaborating
with the San Marino Unified School
District. Thank you for continuing
to include School News among your
reading choices.

Pteta Wiadsson
Netragrednik

Congratulations to Isabelle Loh,
winner of the March Word Search
Contest. Be sure to enter on page 11.

On page 11 are two book reviews by
Aubtin. If your child would like to be a
student columnist reviewing favorite
books, please email me for specifics.

Our next issue is March 6. In the
meantime have a Happy Thanksgiving
and Happy Holidays...and Happy New
Year!

023-2024

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION
IS NOW OPEN FOR GRADES TK TO 12
A EMTKERE4RIR7EREE!

Excellence in Academics,
Athletics, Arts & Activities
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San Marino Schools Foundation
1665 West Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 * 626/299-7014 = www.smsf.org

Kathryn Oliveros, Executive Director

Foundation Internships Make a Difference

Last January, the San Marino Schools Foundation selected five
outstanding San Marino High School students for the Spring, 2023
Class of Student-Leader Interns to serve in a semester-long Foundation
internship, focusing on leadership development and non-profit
business operations. Ryan Ke, Kenzie Chu, Bryce Huang, Aayan
Khan, and Nikole Yeganova collectively worked over 200 hours to
support Foundation programs and events, positively impacting a new
alumni engagement campaign, social media and marketing efforts, a
fundraising Phone-athon, Yard-Sign Distribution, and the Annual Donor
Party. Interns also participated in multiple outreach events, serving as
Foundation ambassadors to their fellow students and the San Marino
community.

The goal of the program is to provide mutually beneficial
experiences for both students and the Foundation. In return for the
positive contributions they made to Foundation programs and events,
student interns gained valuable workplace skills, grew as leaders, and
took advantage of opportunities to move their critical thinking skills
and creativity from the classroom into the community. Volunteer hours,
worked by interns under the supervision of staff and trustees, qualified
towards fulfilling their community service graduation requirements.

As evidence of the positive impact of the program, the Foundation
will continue the program in the 2023-24 school year and has already
received 13 applications for new interns to join this year’s effort.

WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

BREFANEESEEEE

R, AR SRS G A 2023
SAFF AT Y APEPET ALY
BENZBANESFEL, E—EEHY
RN A0 T EER, R4
T B A S A 8 £ 74E . Ryan
Ke. Kenzie Chu, Bryce Huang, Aayan
Khan #= Nikole Yeganova ) T4F 7200 %
BRI FRAERWBRAES, H¥HHH
BRESZEETEH. AR FEHTIE. %2
THEHIEM EREFS>BERFERERE
EAETHEYE. FHAEAZES M TH SR
8, AL XM R L 25
AR LE,

G AR AS AL ERM LR
A OB, AF A A A e e i fE
SCh AR AR R, RAT Y ARET
AEBGHAL, mABEEE, TAAKE
AP 6 B F M B B AL A B & ) R EE
BIARET, BHAEAEIEABRFZTHAN
BHT IR E TR, T 8426
B RAGEEZRK,

AR Y EGER, Aegla
2023-24 Z £ Frig Dt E, B3 13
AR E E S S F TGP H.

NoveMmBER 2023 D


https://schoolnewsrollcall.com

PTSA

1665 West Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 * 626/299-7000 * www.smusd.us

Jacki Chuang, President

The San Marino PTAs are proud to partner with our schools to
offer our students a well-rounded educational experience that allows
them to excel inside and outside the classroom. Our volunteers
and fundraising efforts help to support programs in athletics, arts
and extracurricular activities that enrich students from TK to
high school. From Valentine Fall Fair to Carver Parent Party, from
Hauntington Breakfast to SMHS Parent Party, our PTAs have been
hard at work already with major events this fall and we look forward
to more fun this upcoming winter! All of our efforts would not be
possible without the generosity of time and talent from our wonderful
volunteers. San Marino is a unique community that understands that
the success of our students radiates far beyond our school campuses
and will impact us all for years to come.
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PTA Presidents Jacki Chuang (Council), Lisa Wang (SMHS), Lauren Shen (HMS), Lina Wu (Carver), and Carol Huang (Valentine)
REHAMHE ERE Jacki Chuang (FEEF) * Lisa Wang (BIFFIFESH)
Lauren Shen (FEZEEHER) « Lina Wu (Carver/\E2) 1 Carol Huang (Valentine/J\&2)
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Carver Elementary School
3100 Huntington Dr,, San Marino, CA 91108 626/299-7080 * www.carverschool.us

It is often said of Carver that it is a magical place. This is absolutely KR % Carver & —1B 4589
true. In breaking with tradition, we are absolutely willing to share the W, TRHFALAN, BT IR
ingredients to our secret potion. Here are the ingredients: %, BRIMBHBEE>ZHEENRY

The first ingredient: Love - Our school is full of love. Over 80% R o VAT A o
of our staff either have, or have had their own children go to our B—FREy: F—RMOERL
school. This makes a difference as it means that our staff is totally T E. BB 80% M E TERR T
invested, in a very personal way, in every aspect of our school. BEHTHZFRFALAR. Bk

The second ingredient: Community - Carver is a community Stuart £, HiEERERMG B A
school in the truest sense of the phrase. Our families rightly Caldwell T AN F X B AHZNERKY

experience Carver as a vital Principal I,
hub of not just the education F_fERH: LR - Carver %
of their children but of a well-rounded AEERGAERR. RMGRELE
community experience for their B A A Carver REZZFHEFHF
entire family. Many of our families W B AL SR AP R R A E AL R R B
have members who went to Carver Wk, FERERBEYBACTA
themselves and who can proudly Carver#2 & 3h3h, 7T 8 2 AR E
point to their names on the banners T kENE ik BT S F, i, &AM
that are displayed in our auditorium. AR AEFTAEERA S L7 X ILHR
Additionally, our community supports 6922 & o RAPVEG Y BrERPT . EEERERPT
our students in very real and AR EEEAEAFERNE S HH AL
meaningful ways. Our fire department, police department, community BRE R F HARM A,

groups and others support our students with very real commitments of
energy, time and resources.

The third ingredient: Generosity — Our families, staff and students
give freely of themselves; their energies; and their resources. This results
in our students experiencing commitment from every level. When our
students see such robust generosity and involvement, they translate that to
understanding just how cared for they are and how supported they are.

The fourth ingredient: A robust learning experience — Our
students engage in learning via high expectations; caring committed staff
and families; supportive teachers who are skilled at guiding their learning
experiences; and, fun. Yes, fun. Learning can and should be fun at times,
right.

The fifth ingredient:

A joy of reading — Our
students have access to

high interest literature in FEMRe: BB RMGEE. XK
abundance in their classrooms B B fo & AR R B GAT A e
and in a world class (yes world Tk EN Fo kR TR BRI S A
class) school library. B 3] B8 & @ 09 K. o RAM RG24
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Huntington Middle School
1700 Huntington Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 * 626/299-7060 * www.hehms.us

Achieving Excellence in Education:
Our School’s Commitment to the 4 A's

At H.E. Huntington Middle School, we prioritize the 4 A’s:
Academics, Athletics, Arts, and Activities. These pillars serve
as the foundation and inspiration that inform our decisions and
goals each year, creating a well-rounded educational experience
for our students.
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Academics are central to our mission, and we place great Mary Hazlett
importance on cultivating a nurturing and challenging Principal FTRIZAE—ERE AP SR

academic environment. Our committed teachers continuously

strive to provide a high-quality education, incorporating UDL
strategies and Restorative Practices to offer students multiple ways to
demonstrate their mastery of the content. We also offer after-school
academic support classes and various academic clubs and competitions,
such as Science Olympiad, Mock Trial, Math Team, and Speech and
Debate teams, to foster intellectual growth.

Sports hold a significant place in our school culture. We believe that
physical health and teamwork are essential for personal development.
Our athletic programs encompass a wide range of sports, including both
Travel and Intramural opportunities, allowing students to cultivate
discipline, leadership, and sportsmanship. Our dedicated athletic
and academic coaches instill values of teamwork, dedication, and
perseverance, which will benefit our students throughout their lives.
The experiences gained through participation in these activities extend
beyond the classroom, contributing to the holistic development of our
students.

The arts enrich the lives of our students, nurturing creativity, self-
expression, and a deeper appreciation for culture. Our art programs
encourage students to explore their creative abilities through visual and
performing arts. We organize art exhibitions and musical performances
that not only showcase our students’ talents but also enhance their
confidence and creative thinking. To provide a well-rounded education
that extends beyond academics, our school offers a variety of activities
catering to diverse interests. During lunchtime, we have popular Clubs
and Hangouts where students can share their passions and interests,
promoting social interaction and camaraderie. The Zen Zone provides
a serene atmosphere for students to decompress and reflect, offering a
balanced approach to well-being.

Our Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) plays a crucial role in
fostering a sense of community. They organize exciting events such
as Noontime Fun activities, dances, the Hauntington Breakfast, and
Fox Games, which bring students, parents, and teachers together to
celebrate our school spirit.

At H. E. Huntington Middle School, the 4 A’s are not just goals;
they are a way of life. We are dedicated to promoting excellence in
academics, athletics, arts, and activities to ensure our students are
well-prepared for success in both their academic and personal lives,
becoming high-performing global citizens.
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San Marino /7igh School
2701 Huntington Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 « 626/299-7020 * www.sanmarinohs.org

Block Schedule

San Marino High School has witnessed a positive
educational transformation with the successful
implementation of block scheduling. This innovative approach
to structuring the school day has not only enhanced students’
learning experiences but has also provided teachers with
valuable opportunities for more in-depth instruction and
increased collaboration.

Block scheduling, a departure from the traditional 45-
or 50-minute class periods, allows students to immerse
themselves in a subject for longer; in our case a full 105 minutes. This
extended time frame has proven to be a game-changer, providing
numerous benefits for both students and teachers.

For students, block scheduling offers an environment conducive
to deep learning. Extended class periods provide the time needed to
delve into a subject’s intricacies, encouraging in-depth discussions,
project-based learning, and practical application of concepts. This
approach promotes better retention of knowledge and a more profound
understanding of the material.

Additionally, block scheduling reduces the number of daily
transitions between classes. This minimizes distractions and wasted
time between periods, allowing students to focus on their studies,
which leads to improved academic performance.

Our counselors have reported students commenting that Block
allows them more time to manage their assignments and homework
and SMHS ASB Teacher Jose Caire stated that “I have seen a higher
level of quality projects being produced. When my students can focus
on their work for a longer period of time, I find that they use their time
wisely. When we are planning or discussing our work, students enjoy
being able to keep our discussion going longer.” Social Science teacher
Andrew Gayle has said that “Block Scheduling allows students to learn
more content, ask more questions, and work together more often, all
while having less stress throughout the day. Thus preparing them for
what college academic life will be like. My students love it.”
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Valentine Elementary School
1650 Huntington Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 626/299-7090 * www.valentineschool.org

A Balanced Approach to Education INE: THHEE

Valentine Elementary, nestled in the heart of the San Marino
Unified School District, is a shining example of a school that
embodies the four essential pillars of education: Academics, Arts,
Athletics, and Activities. With a commitment to nurturing well-
rounded individuals, Valentine Elementary provides a holistic
learning experience for its students, making it an ideal choice for
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prospective families considering SMUSD for the first time. Whitney E (SMUSD) it % A 5 e 69 AL 4 1%
Valentine Elementary places a strong emphasis on McAIpine 2R
academics. The dedicated faculty and staff work tirelessly Principal Valentine /& JE 5 TR EHHF o

to provide a top-tier education, ensuring that students are
equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to excel in a rapidly
changing world. With small class sizes and a rigorous curriculum,
students receive individualized attention, setting them on a path to
academic success.

At Valentine Elementary, the arts are celebrated and encouraged.
The school believes in the power of creativity and offers a rich arts
program. Students have the opportunity to explore their artistic
talents, fostering a love for self-expression that will serve them
throughout their lives.

Physical well-being is equally important for our students. The
school promotes a healthy lifestyle through its physical education
program, which includes various sports and physical activities.
Students learn the value of teamwork, discipline, and perseverance
while staying active and developing a lifelong passion for sports,
fitness, and mindfulness.

Valentine Elementary understands the importance of a well-rounded
education. The school offers a wide array of extracurricular activities,
from band, orchestra, choir, and STEM, giving students opportunities
to explore their interests and passions beyond the classroom. We take
learning outside traditional classroom settings by organizing field trips
that complement the curriculum. These excursions allow students to
apply what they've learned in real-world settings. Whether it’s a trip
to a science museum, historical site, or a local nature reserve, these
experiences provide a hands-on approach to education that enriches
their understanding of the subjects they study.

Valentine Elementary is more than just a school; it’s a community that
believes in fostering excellence in every aspect of a child’s development.
For families seeking a comprehensive educational experience, Valentine
Elementary is a shining example of what SMUSD has to offer.

Students gather for a No Litter Club as they work together
to keep our campus clean and show their love for our school.
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Our students rocked their red attire to show their commitment

to a healthy and drug-free lifestyle during Red Ribbon Week.
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Aubtin’s Review

Back to The Future

Title: Magic Tree
House #32 To The
Future. Ben Franklin!

Author: Mary Pope
Osborne

Magic Tree House book
series is a #1 New York
Times bestselling series.

This book series is about a brother and sister
named Jack and Annie. The two go inside a Magic Tree
House that takes them through time to finish a mission.

In this book, they will travel back in time to 1787 to help
Benjamin Franklin sign the United States Constitution.
They find a way to get close to him, which is delivering
his lunch. They want to know about Ben Franklin, but
he has a different idea. He wants to learn all about them!
They take him to the present day, but Ben gets scared by
the machines. Can Jack and Annie get him to sign the
Constitution? I recommend you read this book to find out.

This book is also educational and historical. I hope that
you will like it and learn about Ben Franklin who was a
scientist, inventor, businessman, diplomat and more.

Aubtin M.

The Power of Magic

The Magic Tree House book
series by Mary Pope Osborne is a #1
New York Times bestselling series.
This book series is about a brother
and sister named Jack and Annie.
The two go inside a Magic Tree
House that takes them through
time to finish a mission.

In the Magic Tree House —
Merlin Missions #22 Hurry Up,
Houdini! they will travel back in
time to 1906 to the Coney Island boardwalk in New York.
They must find one of the greatest magicians of all time,
Harry Houdini. While they are there, they put on a magic
show to replace two absent magicians. They also use some
magic to help them find Houdini. Will they find him? If they
do, what secrets will they learn from him? I recommend you
read this book to find out.

As much as this book is funny, it is also very educational.
I hope that you will also learn about Houdini in this book
and like it.

Aubtin is a 2nd Grader. When not playing, Aubtin does writing, reading, and drawing.
He also likes sports, swimming, trains, cars and computers. He cares a lot about his family and friends.

Rules!

Musical String Instruments Word Search Contest

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put Tehachapi in the subject line)

Entries must be received by March 15, 2023
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

Congratulations to Isabelle Loh
Winner of the March Contest!

BALALAIKA LYRE
BANJO MANDOLIN
BASS VIOL ORGAN
CELLO PIANO
CLAVICHORD SITAR
CONTRABASS  UKULELE
DULCIMER VIOLA
GUITAR VIOLIN
HARPSICHORD ZITHER
LUTE
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Empowering the Future:

Integrating Artificial Intelligence in K-12 Education to Prepare Students for Tomorrow
By Jose R. Gonzalez, LACOE’s Chief Technology Officer

LACOE is leading the way to
explore the fascinating world of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and its
potential impact on education. This
technological wave has the potential
to reshape the way educators teach
and students learn, and 'm eager to
delve into the insights it offers.

Al introduces the possibility of
enhancing education by providing
educators with new insights and
tools to create more efficient and personalized
learning experiences. While there may be concerns
surrounding Al, integrating it into the educational
landscape could be a transformative step in
preparing students for a future deeply intertwined
with technology.

The Los Angeles County Office of Education
(LACOE) has taken a commendable initiative
to empower educators with the knowledge and
skills needed to harness the capabilities of Al
Our comprehensive training program, which
includes workshops, webinars, and professional
development sessions, and presenting at conferences
demonstrates a commitment to demystifying Al and
providing educators with a balanced perspective on
its potential benefits and challenges. The ongoing
training sessions offered by LACOE’s Instructional
Technology Outreach (ITO) team are particularly
noteworthy, as they address crucial aspects like
ethical considerations and strategies for leveraging
Al to enhance student engagement.

LACOE’s active participation in influential
conferences like the International Society for
Technology in Education (ISTE), National
Association for Media Literacy Education (NAMLE),
and Learning, Innovation and Technology in
Education (LITE) further solidifies our dedication

Debra Duardo,
M.S.W., Ed.D.
Superintendent

to staying at the forefront of educational innovation.
LACOE has made a mark by organizing an in-
person inaugural Al Symposium, a testament to our
commitment to fostering a deeper understanding of
AT’s role in education. The diverse panel discussions,
featuring educators, government officials,
administrators, and industry experts, underscore
the collaborative effort required to navigate the
integration of Al into education successfully.

It’s clear that Al should not be viewed as a
replacement for educators but as a powerful tool
that can amplify its impact. Al's ability to provide
insights, identify learning gaps, and personalize
instruction has the potential to revolutionize
the classroom experience. The emphasis on Al's
capacity to enhance student engagement, creativity,
and critical thinking aligns with the core values of
education.

LACOE’s approach of involving all stakeholders —
parents, students, teachers, and administrators —in
discussions about Al integration is praiseworthy.

It reflects an understanding that responsible
integration requires a collective effort. Furthermore,
the focus on continuous professional development
and the development of guidelines for Al usage
underscores the importance of a well-informed and
cautious approach.

This is an exciting journey to discover all aspects
of Al and its benefits and challenges are vital. It will
take collaboration between educators, institutions,
and technology to shape the future of education.
The responsible and thoughtful integration of Al
has the potential to create a more dynamic and
personalized learning environment for students,
and LACOE is eager to provide many perspectives
through the journey as educators navigate this
transformative landscape.
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