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CalKIDS is a new program from the State of California that provides 
eligible public school students up to $1500 in free money for 
college.* CalKIDS was created to help families kickstart their  
college savings plan and increase access to higher education.
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can help  
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child’s future.
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The 2022-2023 school year marked my 
10th year serving as superintendent of 
Garden Grove Unified School District. Year 
after year, I am reminded that what makes 
our district so special is our GGUSD family. 
We have amazing families who are actively 
engaged in the schools their children attend 
and who work alongside us to make GGUSD 
the best it can be. We have outstanding 
employees who are dedicated to providing 
children with the best education possible and 

who create a warm and welcoming climate across our large 
district. Last but never least, we have super hardworking 
and awesome students who continue to meet high levels 
of expectations and who are paving the way as the next 
generation of leaders! Allow me to brag about each of these 
groups for a moment.

GGUSD Families
This year, we saw record numbers of families engage in 

our school and district events.
• All GGUSD schools were represented at our GGUSD   
 Parent Leadership Academy which equips parents  
 with information about district programs and allows   
 them an opportunity to provide important feedback on   
 topics like student wellness and mental health support.
• Families continue to take full advantage of our new   
 partnership with Fresno State University which allows  
 parents the opportunity to take online courses for free  
 on topics like digital literacy, financial literacy,  
 and business development.
• Throughout the year, families attended workshops at  
 our Family Resource Centers and participated in the  
 40 Developmental Assets workshop series which helps  
 parents support the social-emotional wellness of  
 their children.
As always, we encourage all families to take our annual 

Strategic Plan Survey which is provided via hard copy and 
online from April 3 through June 1. The parent perspective 
is invaluable to us as we work toward ongoing improvement.

GGUSD Staff
GGUSD employees are the key to our success! We have 

hundreds, if not thousands of employees who are homegrown, 
having attended our schools as children and returned to 
work here as adults. They treat our students as their own. 
Every month, we see these stories of servant leadership in 
our Employee of the Month recognition where we celebrate 
folks like Crosby Custodian Kurt Lucas who helped prevent 
a child from choking and Santiago Counselor Maria Ureno 
whose students credit her for their success in the Early 
College Academy program. Not to mention – they’re just 
doing awesome things! GGHS teacher Eric Henninger had 
a team of students create an app to help students improve 
their study skills. The app won a congressional award and the 
students were recognized in Washington D.C. Walton teacher 
Chris Borado had a team of students win a NASA TechRise 
Challenge and they are leading an experiment on the NASA 
high-altitude balloon launch this summer. Our GGUSD 
staff were recognized among the best in Orange County. IT 
Programmer Manjit Charaia was named a county finalist for 
Classified Employee of the Year and Alamitos Intermediate 
Teacher Monique Becerra was named a semifinalist in the 
Teacher of the Year program.  And the list goes on…!

GGUSD Students
Our students are the reason we are in education. They 

are our hope for the future and the joy in our days. This 
year, I met with high school students each Thursday at 
all high schools as part of my Superintendent’s Student 
Advisory Group and I mentor a group of 45 8th grade 
students at Fitz Intermediate, my third group of mentees 
with the first two groups graduating high school in 2020 
and 2021). These students provide me with important 
feedback about what’s impacting their lives and our schools 
and they’re truly grateful for their education. Over Spring 
Break, I took my Fitz mentees to UCI so they can explore 
their college options and see that nothing is out of reach.  
Soon, we’ll host College Signing Days to celebrate all of the 
plans our Class of 2023 graduates are making. If you follow 
us on social media, you’ll know that GGUSD students have 
won dozens of awards this year and they outperformed the 
county and state on rigorous state testing.

I am so proud of GGUSD and grateful for the opportunity 
to serve this amazing district.

SUPERINTENDENT

Dr. Gabriela 
Mafi

Superintendent
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El año escolar 2022-2023, marcó mi 
10.o año brindando mis servicios como 
superintendente del Distrito Escolar 
Unificado de Garden Grove. Año tras año, 
recuerdo lo que hace que nuestro Distrito 
sea tan especial es nuestra familia del 
GGUSD. Contamos con familias maravillosas 
que están participando activamente en las 
escuelas a las que asisten sus hijos y que 
trabajan junto a nosotros para hacer que 
el GGUSD sea el mejor posible. Tenemos 

excelentes empleados que se dedican a proporcionar la 
mejor educación posible para los niños y quienes crean un 
ambiente cálido y acogedor en todo nuestro gran Distrito. 
Por último, pero nunca menos importante, ¡tenemos 
alumnos muy trabajadores y maravillosos que continúan 
cumpliendo con las expectativas de alto nivel y que están 
preparando el camino como la próxima generación de 
líderes! Permítanme presumir por un momento sobre cada 
uno de estos grupos.

Familias del GGUSD
Este año, vimos un número récord de familias 

participando en los eventos de nuestras escuelas y del 
Distrito.

• Todas las escuelas del GGUSD estuvieron    
 representadas en nuestra Academia de Liderazgo   
 para Padres del GGUSD, la cual prepara a los padres   
 de familia con información acerca de los programas   
 del Distrito y les ofrece la oportunidad de proporcionar   
 comentarios importantes acerca de temas como el   
 bienestar del alumno y apoyo para la salud mental.
• Las familias continúan aprovechando al máximo   
 nuestra nueva asociación con la Universidad Estatal de  
  California, Fresno, la cual permite que los padres  
 de familia tengan la oportunidad de tomar cursos   
 gratuitos en línea sobre temas como la alfabetización  
 digital, alfabetización financiera y el desarrollo empresarial. 
• A través del año escolar, las familias asistieron a   
 talleres en nuestros Centros de Recursos para  
 Familias y participaron en una serie de talleres sobre  
 los 40 Elementos Fundamentales para el Desarrollo   
 que ayuda a los padres de familia para que apoyen el   
 bienestar emocional de sus hijos.
Como siempre, animamos a todas las familias a que 

completen nuestra Encuesta Anual del Plan Estratégico, 
que se proporciona en copias impresas y en línea a partir 
del 3 de abril hasta el 1.o de junio. La perspectiva de los 
padres de familia es invaluable para nosotros, a medida que 
trabajamos hacia un mejoramiento continuo.

Personal del GGUSD
¡Los empleados del GGUSD son la clave de nuestro 

éxito! No tenemos cientos, sino miles de empleados locales 
que asistieron a nuestras escuelas cuando eran niños 

y regresaron a trabajar aquí como adultos. Ellos tratan 
a nuestros alumnos como si fueran suyos. Cada mes, 
vemos estas historias de liderazgo servicial en nuestro 
reconocimiento al Empleado del Mes, en el que celebramos 
a personas como el conserje de la Escuela Primaria Crosby, 
Kurt Lucas, quien ayudó a evitar que un niño se asfixiara y 
la consejera de la Escuela Secundaria Santiago, Maria Ureño, 
cuyos alumnos le acreditan a ella su éxito en el programa 
de la Academia Preuniversitaria. Sin mencionar que – ¡ellos 
están haciendo simplemente cosas increíbles! El maestro 
de la Escuela Secundaria Garden Grove, Eric Henninger, 
trabajó con un equipo de alumnos para crear una aplicación 
que ayuda a los alumnos a mejorar sus habilidades de 
estudio. La aplicación ganó un premio del congreso y 
los alumnos fueron reconocidos en Washington D.C. El 
maestro de la Escuela Intermedia Walton, Chris Borado, 
logró que un equipo de alumnos ganara un Reto TechRise 
de la Administración Nacional de Aeronáutica y el Espacio 
(NASA), y este verano estarán dirigiendo un experimento 
sobre el lanzamiento de un globo de gran altitud de la 
NASA. Nuestro personal del GGUSD fue reconocido entre 
los mejores en el Condado de Orange. El programador de 
Tecnología Informática (IT) Manjit Charaia, fue nombrado 
finalista para el Empleado Clasificado del Año del Condado 
y la maestra de la Escuela Intermedia Alamitos, Monique 
Becerra, fue nombrada  semifinalista en el programa del 
Maestro del Año. ¡Y la lista sigue …!

Alumnos del GGUSD
Nuestros alumnos son la razón por la que estamos en el 

campo de la educación. Ellos son nuestra esperanza para el 
futuro y la alegría de nuestros días.  Este año, me reuní con 
alumnos de secundaria cada jueves en todas las escuelas 
secundarias como parte de mi Grupo Asesor Estudiantil 
de la Superintendente y soy mentora de un grupo de 45 
alumnos del 8.o grado en la Escuela Intermedia Fitz, mi 
tercer grupo de alumnos con los dos primeros grupos que 
se graduaron de la escuela secundaria en los años 2020 
y 2021. Estos alumnos me proporcionan comentarios 
importantes acerca de lo que está impactando sus vidas y 
nuestras escuelas, y están verdaderamente agradecidos por 
su educación. Durante las vacaciones de primavera, llevé a 
mis alumnos de la Escuela Intermedia Fitz a la Universidad 
de California, Irvine (UCI) para que pudieran explorar 
sus opciones universitarias y ver que no hay nada que esté 
fuera de su alcance. Muy pronto organizaremos los Días de 
Compromiso Universitario para celebrar todos los planes 
que están haciendo nuestros alumnos que se graduarán 
de la Clase del 2023. Si ustedes nos siguen en las redes 
sociales, sabrán que este año, los alumnos del GGUSD han 
ganado docenas de premios y superaron al condado y al 
estado en los rigurosos exámenes estatales.

Estoy muy orgullosa del GGUSD y agradecida por tener 
la oportunidad de brindar mis servicios a este maravilloso 
Distrito.

Dr. Gabriela 
Mafi

Superintendent

SUPERINTENDENT
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SUPERINTENDENT
Năm học 2022-2023 là năm thứ 10 đánh 

dấu thời gian tôi đã phục vụ trong cương 
vị Học Khu Trưởng Khu Học Chính Garden 
Grove. Từng năm trôi qua, tôi luôn ghi nhớ 
rằng quý gia đình phụ huynh học sinh chính 
là những người đã tạo nên sự ưu việt cho 
GGUSD. Học khu có những phụ huynh đắc lực 
tham gia vào việc học của con em ở trường và 
cùng sát cánh hợp tác để xây dựng cho GGUSD 
ngày càng vững mạnh. Đội ngũ nhân viên xuất 
sắc làm việc tận tụy để mang lại môi trường 

học tập tiếp đón và nồng ấm ngõ hầu học sinh có được một 
nền giáo dục phẩm chất. Cuối cùng nhưng không kém phần 
quan trọng, các em học sinh chăm chỉ và ưu tú của chúng ta 
liên tục vươn đến những kỳ vọng cao, đang tiến trên bước 
đường trở thành những người lãnh đạo của thế hệ mai sau! 
Cho phép tôi khoe về từng nhóm này trong phần dưới đây.

Các Gia Đình Phụ Huynh GGUSD
Năm nay, chúng ta thấy các gia đình tham gia vào các sinh 

hoạt của trường và học khu gia tăng ở mức kỷ lục.
• Mọi trường thuộc GGUSD đều có các đại diện tham gia vào 

Hội Phụ huynh Lãnh đạo của GGUSD, nơi cung cấp thông 
tin về các chương trình của học khu và tạo cơ hội cho phụ 
huynh đóng góp những ý kiến quan trọng về các đề tài 
như hỗ trợ đời sống tinh thần và sự an vui của học sinh.

• Các gia đình tiếp tục tận dụng tối đa mối quan hệ hợp 
tác mới giữa học khu và Trường Đại Học Fresno, với cơ 
hội tham gia các khóa học trực tuyến miễn phí về các 
chủ đề như tìm hiểu về kỹ thuật số, tài chính và phát 
triển doanh nghiệp.

• Trong suốt niên học, phụ huynh có dịp tham dự các 
buổi hướng dẫn tổ chức tại các Trung tâm Hỗ Trợ Gia 
đình cũng như các khoá hướng dẫn chủ đề Phụ Huynh 
Kỳ Vọng Hỗ Trợ Con Em Thành Tựu nhằm giúp các bậc 
cha mẹ hỗ trợ con em về mặt cảm xúc, giao tiếp.

Như mọi khi, chúng tôi mong tất cả các gia đình phụ 
huynh tham gia cuộc Thăm Dò về Sách Lược Toàn Diện hàng 
năm mà quý vị có thể thực hiện trực tiếp trên mạng hay trên 
giấy từ ngày 3 tháng 4 đến ngày 1 tháng 6. Chúng tôi trân 
trọng ý kiến đóng góp của quý phụ huynh trong nỗ lực giúp 
học khu luôn thăng tiến.

Đội Ngũ Nhân Viên Của GGUSD
Đội ngũ nhân viên của GGUSD là những người nồng cốt 

mang lại sự thành công cho học khu! Chúng ta có đến hàng 
trăm, nếu không muốn kể là hàng ngàn nhân viên là người 
nhà, đã từng theo học tại các trường của học khu khi còn nhỏ, 
nay trở lại làm việc khi trưởng thành. Chúng tôi xem học sinh 
như là các con của mình. Hàng tháng, chúng tôi thấy được 
những tấm gương thể hiện tinh thần dấn thân phục vụ của 
các Nhân viên Ưu Tú Trong Tháng. Điển hình là Kurt Lucas, 
Nhân Viên Quản trường Crosby, người đã cứu trẻ tránh bị 
mắc nghẹn; Maria Ureno, Tư vấn Trường Santiago, người đã 
đạt thành công với Chương Trình Vào Đại Học Sớm và được 

học sinh hết lời khen ngợi. Chưa nhắc đến những điều tốt 
đẹp khác mà nhân viên chúng tôi đang thực hiện hàng ngày! 
Eric Henninger, Giáo viên Trường Trung Học Cấp II Garden 
Grove đã hướng dẫn nhóm học sinh lập nên ứng dụng hỗ trợ 
việc học. Các em đã giành được giải thưởng của quốc hội với 
ứng dụng này và được tuyên dương tại Washington D.C. Thầy 
Chris Borado đã giúp nhóm học sinh trường Walton giành 
được giải thưởng kỹ thuật ‘TechRise Challenge’ và mùa hè này, 
các em sẽ tham gia cuộc thí nghiệm phóng khinh khí cầu tầm 
cao của NASA. Nhân viên GGUSD được xếp vào hàng nhân viên 
ưu tú Hạt Orange. Manjit Charaia, chuyên viên thảo chương 
điện toán, được xếp vào hàng chung kết trong số những Nhân 
Viên Văn Phòng Ưu Tú Trong Năm của hạt ; Monique Becerra, 
Giáo viên Trường Trung Học Cấp II Alamitos được vào vòng 
bán kết chương trình Giáo Viên Dạy Giỏi Trong Năm và còn 
nhiều nhân viên ưu tú khác trong danh sách!

Các Học Sinh Của GGUSD
Chúng tôi bước vào ngành giáo dục chính là vì các em học 

sinh. Các em là niềm hy vọng cho tương lai mai sau và là niềm 
vui của chúng tôi. Năm nay, trong chương trình Học Sinh Cố 
Vấn Học Khu Trưởng do tôi đảm trách, vào thứ Năm hàng 
tuần, tôi có dịp sinh hoạt với các em tại tất cả các trường 
trung học cấp II. Tôi cũng cố vấn cho 45 học sinh lớp 8 của 
Trường Trung Học Cấp I Fitz, nhóm học sinh thứ ba và hai 
nhóm đầu đã tốt nghiệp trung học vào năm 2020 và 2021. Ý 
kiến nhận xét của các em rất quan trọng trong việc giúp tôi 
nhận biết những điều ảnh hưởng đến cuộc sống cũng như 
trường học của các em, đồng thời các em rất cảm kích về nền 
giáo dục đang được lãnh nhận. Trong Kỳ Nghỉ Mùa Xuân, tôi 
đã đưa nhóm học sinh Trường Fitz đến Trường Đại Học UCI 
để các em tìm hiểu về những chương trình học khác nhau và 
để nhận thấy rằng mọi việc đều. Chẳng bao lâu nữa, chúng tôi 
sẽ tổ chức Ngày Ký Kết Vào Đại Học để tán dương hoạch định 
của học sinh tốt nghiệp Khoá 2023. Nếu có theo dõi chúng 
tôi trên mạng xã hội, quý vị sẽ biết rằng học sinh GGUSD đã 
giành được hàng chục giải thưởng trong năm nay.Thành quả 
các em đạt được qua kỳ khảo sát cam go của tiểu bang vượt 
trội tỷ lệ trung bình của học sinh trong quận hạt và tiểu bang.

Tôi rất cảm kích cơ hội phục vụ và tự hào về sự vượt bậc 
của GGUSD.

Dr. Gabriela 
Mafi

Superintendent

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://www.strawberryfest.org
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BOARD OF EDUCATION

Our Ongoing Commitment to School Safety
Student safety is our highest priority. That’s why year 

after year, we review, update and improve our safety 
practices and protocols.

GGUSD has a safety plan in place at each of our 67 
schools which are revised each year to help strengthen 
our level of preparedness. District leaders meet regularly 
to review district plans, resources, and systems. GGUSD 
uses REMS, a web-based rapid responder system that 
maintains critical information about our schools needed 
in an emergency. GGUSD has invested $100 million to 
increase panic hardware, safety alarms, security cameras 
and wrought-iron fencing. As part of Measure P, GGUSD 

also relocated school campus entrances to the front of each 
site, limiting access to outsiders.

GGUSD has five highly trained School Resource Officers 
as part of our wonderful partnership with the Garden 
Grove Police Department. This year, we also welcomed an 
SRO from the Westminster Police Department to serve our 
six Westminster schools and we are working on finalizing 
partnerships with the cities of Fountain Valley and Santa 
Ana. GGUSD SROs have added a third support dog to their 
team. “Heart” joins Misha and Nellie to provide students 
with another layer of social-emotional support.

In partnership with the Orange County Threat 
Assessment Intelligence Center, GGUSD administrators 
received training in the Comprehensive School Threat 
Assessment Guide which better prepares school leaders 
to identify threats and prevent violence. GGUSD 
administrators took part in an active shooter emergency 
preparedness training led by the Garden Grove Police 
Department and Orange County Fire Authority.

This year, GGUSD launched STOPit, a web and mobile 
platform that allows students, parents and community 
members to anonymously report concerns about 
inappropriate or unsafe behaviors. Since the launch, 
we have received more than 400 reports that have 
allowed us to support student safety, even preventing 
planned suicides. With STOPit, we are working with 
law enforcement to thwart school threats, equipping 
administrators to better address bullying, and putting a 
stop to student conflicts before they escalate.

How do you use STOPit to report your concerns?
• Website: https://appweb.stopitsolutions.com/directory
• Mobile App: Download the app from the App Store or  
 Google Play, search Garden Grove Unified and select   
 your school.
• Phone: Call the 24/7 Incident Response Center to   
 submit a report at 1-916-562-3130
When it comes to student safety, school districts can 

never be too prepared. Thank you for your partnership in 
keeping our students safe.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://appweb.stopitsolutions.com/directory
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/stopit-app/id719179764?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.stopitcyberbully.mobile&hl=en_US
tel:1-916-562-3130
https://ggsistercity.org
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
Nuestro Compromiso Continuo con la Seguridad Escolar

La seguridad de los alumnos es nuestra máxima 
prioridad. Es por eso que año tras año, revisamos, 
actualizamos y mejoramos nuestras prácticas y protocolos 
de seguridad.

El GGUSD tiene un plan de seguridad establecido 
en cada una de nuestras 67 escuelas, los cuales se 
revisan cada año para ayudar a fortalecer nuestro 
nivel de preparación. Los líderes del Distrito se reúnen 
regularmente para revisar los planes, recursos y sistemas 
del Distrito. El GGUSD utiliza REMS, un sistema 
de respuesta rápida basado en la web que mantiene 
información crítica acerca de nuestras escuelas que es 
necesaria en caso de emergencia. Durante los últimos años, 
el GGUSD ha invertido $100 millones para aumentar los 
dispositivos antipánico, las alarmas y cámaras de seguridad 
y cercas de hierro forjado. Como parte de la Medida P, 
el GGUSD también reubicó las entradas de los planteles 
escolares en frente de cada escuela, limitando el acceso a 
personas extrañas.

El GGUSD cuenta con cinco Oficiales de Recursos 
Escolares (SRO) altamente capacitados, como parte de 
nuestra maravillosa colaboración con el Departamento 
de Policía de Garden Grove. Este año, también le dimos 
la bienvenida a un SRO del Departamento de Policía de 
Westminster que brindará sus servicios a nuestras seis 
escuelas de Westminster y estamos trabajando para 
finalizar las colaboraciones con las ciudades de Fountain 
Valley y Santa Ana. Los SROs del GGUSD han agregado 
a su equipo un tercer perro de apoyo emocional. “Heart” 
se une a Misha y Nellie para brindar otro nivel de apoyo 
socioemocional a los alumnos.

En asociación con el Centro de Inteligencia para la 
Evaluación de Amenazas del Condado de Orange, los 
administradores del GGUSD recibieron capacitación 
en la Guía Integral para la Evaluación de Amenazas 
Escolares que prepara mejor a los líderes escolares para 
que puedan identificar amenazas y prevenir la violencia. 
Los administradores del GGUSD participaron en un 
entrenamiento de preparación en caso de emergencia con 
un tirador activo, el cual fue dirigido por el Departamento 
de Policía de Garden Grove y la Autoridad de Bomberos del 
Condado de Orange.

Este año, el GGUSD lanzó STOPit, una plataforma web 
y móvil que permite que los alumnos, padres de familia 
y miembros de la comunidad reporten de forma anónima 
sus preocupaciones sobre comportamientos inapropiados 
o peligrosos. Desde su lanzamiento, hemos recibido más 
de 400 reportes que nos han permitido ofrecer apoyo en 
la seguridad de los alumnos e incluso prevenir planes 
suicidas. Con STOPit, estamos trabajando con las agencias 
del orden público para impedir las amenazas escolares, 
preparando a los administradores para que puedan abordar 
mejor el acoso (bullying) y poner un alto a los conflictos 
estudiantiles antes de que se intensifiquen.

¿Cómo puede utilizar STOPit para reportar sus 
preocupaciones?

• Sitio web: https://appweb.stopitsolutions.com/directory
• Aplicación móvil: Descargue la aplicación en App   
 Store o en Google Play, busque Garden Grove Unified  
 y seleccione su escuela.
• Teléfono: Llame al Centro de Respuesta a Incidentes,  
 las 24 horas del día, los 7 días de semana para hacer  
 un reporte al 1-916-562-3130
Cuando se trata de la seguridad de los alumnos, 

los distritos escolares nunca pueden estar demasiado 
preparados. Muchas gracias por su colaboración para 
mantener seguros a nuestros alumnos.

Garden Grove residents 
in single-family homes 
are encouraged to 
recycle their food scraps, 
food-soiled paper, and 
yard waste in their 
brown organics cart. 

Learn how to recycle your organics at ggcity.org/organics. 

Congratulations
Class of 2023!

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://appweb.stopitsolutions.com/directory
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/stopit-app/id719179764?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/stopit-app/id719179764?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.stopitcyberbully.mobile&hl=en_US
tel:1-916-562-3130
https://ggcity.org/public-works/organics-recycling
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
Quyết Tâm Giữ Gìn Trường Sở Luôn Được An Toàn

Sự an toàn của học sinh là ưu tiên hàng đầu của chúng 
tôi. Do vậy chúng tôi thường xem xét, cập nhật và cải tiến 
hàng năm các quy định và biện pháp nhằm bảo vệ an toàn.

GGUSD có kế hoạch phòng bị an toàn cho từng trường 
trong tổng số 67 trường của học khu, đồng thời sửa đổi 
hàng năm để việc phòng bị được chu đáo hơn. Ban điều 
hành học khu thường xuyên họp để duyệt lại các kế hoạch, 
các nguồn hỗ trợ và hệ thống tổ chức của học khu. GGUSD 
sử dụng REMS, một hệ thống ứng phó nhanh và lưu giữ 
trên mạng những dữ liệu quan trọng của các trường học để 
sử dụng trong trường hợp khẩn cấp. Trong vài năm qua, 
GGUSD đã chi trả $100 triệu Mỹ Kim để tăng cường thiết bị 
thoát hiểm, hệ thống báo động, máy thu hình và hàng rào an 
ninh. Trong kế hoạch trùng tu thuộc Dự Luật P, lối vào tại 
các trường của GGUSD cũng đã được dời chuyển đến phía 
trước trường nhằm giới hạn người ngoài ra vào.

Nhờ có sự hợp tác chặt chẽ với Sở Cảnh Sát Garden 
Grove, hiện tại GGUSD có 5 Cảnh Sát Hỗ Trợ Học Đường 
(SRO) nhiều kinh nghiệm. Năm nay, học khu hân hoan chào 
đón một SRO mới, Cảnh Sát Westminster để đảm trách sáu 
trường học trong Thành Phố Westminster của học khu, 
đồng thời trong giai đoạn đúc kết việc hợp tác với thành 
phố Fountain Valley and Santa Ana. Nhóm SRO đã bổ sung 

thêm một cảnh khuyển thứ ba để hỗ trợ cho GGUSD. “Heart” 
đã gia nhập các cảnh khuyển Misha and Nellie để tăng 
cường sự hỗ trợ về cảm xúc và giao tiếp cho học sinh tại 
khắp các trường học trong học khu.

Với sự hợp tác của Trung Tâm Đặc Nhiệm Lượng Định 
Các Mối Đe Doạ Hạt Orange, ban điều hành GGUSD đã được 
huấn luyện về Cách Đánh giá Toàn Diện Các Mối Đe Doạ Nhà 
Trường nhằm giúp học khu biết cách ứng phó hữu hiệu hơn 
trong việc xác định các mối đe doạ và ngăn ngừa những 
trường hợp bạo động. Ban điều hành GGUSD đã tham dự 
buổi tập dượt phòng bị trường hợp xả súng tại Trường 
Trung Học Cấp II Bolsa Grande do Sở Cảnh Sát Garden Grove 
và Sở Cứu Hỏa Hạt Orange tổ chức.

Năm nay, GGUSD đã khởi xướng nền mạng có tên STOPit 
để phụ huynh, học sinh và các thành viên trong cộng đồng 
có thể báo cáo ẩn danh trên mạng và điện thoại lưu động 
khi có những lo ngại về những hành vi không đúng đắn hoặc 
không an toàn. Từ khi khởi xướng ứng dụng này chúng tôi 
đã nhận hơn 400 báo cáo, tạo thêm điều kiện để chúng tôi 
giữ an toàn cho học sinh kể cả việc ngăn chặn những trường 
hợp có ý định tự tử! Nhờ có ứng dụng STOPit, học khu 
hợp tác với cơ quan công lực để ngăn chận các mối đe doạ 
trường học, ban giám hiệu trường ứng phó với nạn uy hiếp 
được hiệu quả hơn và chấm dứt các xung đột của học sinh 
trước khi sự việc trở nên nghiêm trọng.

Làm thế nào để báo cáo những quan ngại của quý vị qua 
ứng dụng STOPit?

• Qua trang mạng:  
https://appweb.stopitsolutions.com/directory.

• Qua ứng dụng lưu động: tải xuống từ App Store hoặc   
Google Play, tìm Khu Học Chính Garden Grove  
(Garden Grove Unified) và chọn trường của con em.

• Qua Điện thoại: Gọi Trung Tâm Ứng Phó  
1-916-562-3130 bất cứ lúc nào để báo cáo

Khi nói đến sự an toàn của học sinh, các khu học chính 
đều coi trọng sự phòng bị. Cảm ơn quý vị trong nỗ lực hợp 
tác gìn giữ an toàn cho toàn thể các em học sinh.

Find discounts, 
incentives, and more 
at ggcity.org/bigg.
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Ioana Pal, Psy.D.  
clinical psychologist, Stramski 
Children’s Developmental Center, 
MemorialCare Miller Children’s 
& Women’s Hospital Long Beach

Mental health issues like anxiety, depression, and self-harm
among children have risen in recent years, and can have long-lasting
effects on a child's physical, emotional, and social development.

Factors that can affect a child's mental health include genetics, 
environment, and life experiences. Common mental health 
disorders in children include anxiety disorders, depression, 
attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), and behavior 
disorders. These conditions can impact a child's ability to learn 
in school, interact with others, and develop healthy relationships.

Parents and teachers play a crucial role in promoting positive 
mental health among children. Some strategies for support 
include providing a safe and supportive environment, encouraging 
open communication, promoting healthy habits like exercise 
and good nutrition, and seeking help when needed.

Recognizing the warning signs of mental health issues in 

By: Ioana Pal, Psy.D., clinical psychologist, Stramski Children’s Developmental Center, MemorialCare Miller Children’s 
& Women’s Hospital Long Beach

Mental Health in Children

children is important. These may include changes in behavior, 
mood, sleep, or appetite. Additionally, a child may express 
feelings of sadness, worry, or fear, have difficulty concentrating 
or completing tasks, or exhibit physical symptoms such as 
headaches or stomachaches. They may also isolate more 
than before.
 It’s important not to minimize their feelings. Children need 
to feel safe coming to parents with their issues, and as parents 
it’s important to ask them how they feel if there is a change 
in behavior.
 Early intervention and treatment can significantly improve 
a child's mental health outcome. Treatment options may include 
therapy, medication, lifestyle changes or a combination tailored 
to each child’s needs. By supporting their mental health, we can 
help children develop into healthy, resilient adults.

Learn more.
millerchildrens.org/care

It takes a village. 

At just seven weeks old, Athena’s heart stopped. 

MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s 

Hospital saved her life. Our cardiac specialists, 

nurses and therapists all worked together. 

Reassuring her family. Helping her grow strong. 

And forging a successful path forward. Because 

we knew, to help Athena, it would take a village. 

Dozens of highly trained pediatric specialists 

across our network. Giving families access to 

exceptional, specialized care. Now Athena can 

be a kid again…and her heart is full.

Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach
Cherese Mari Laulhere Children’s Village
Outpatient Specialty Centers from the 
South Bay to Orange County

Athena, Age 2

rt
from heart failure to a

https://www.millerchildrens.memorialcare.org
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vanguard.edu

PAVING THE WAY FOR 
WORLD-CHANGERS
Academic Excellence Since 1920

Orange County • Online

OCDE’s Continuous Commitment to 
Strengthening School Safety

Our children deserve to learn and grow 
in safe and secure environments, where they 
can thrive academically and emotionally. And 
parents should be confident that when they 
send their children to school, they will return 
home just as healthy and happy as when they 
left.

Yet in too many instances, we have seen 
this social contract ripped apart by the devastating reality 
of school violence, leading to the familiar cycle of shock, 
grief and anger.

I wish I could say I had answers sufficient to prevent this 
country’s next mass shooting. I do not. I can only extend 
my most heartfelt condolences to anyone impacted by 
senseless violence, and I can reaffirm here the sustained 
commitment of the Orange County Department of 
Education and leaders throughout our region to proactively 
protect our students and staff.

To give you some background, California schools are 
required by law to update their Comprehensive Safe 
School Plans each year. These plans outline each campus’s 
planned responses to various crises, and they are routinely 
reinforced through site-level drills, including evacuations 
and shelter-in-place exercises.

Of course the strategies for promoting safety will 
vary by campus and are ultimately up to each district’s 
locally elected school board and leadership teams, in 
partnership with teachers, families, staff, students and 
communities. But our department eagerly supports this 
work with trainings and workshops throughout the year, 
covering such topics as safe school plans, behavioral 
threat assessments, earthquake preparedness, resilience 
strategies and active-shooter behavioral indicators.

Meanwhile, OCDE works closely with the Orange County 
Sheriff’s Department and other local law enforcement 
agencies to study everything from cyberbullying to how 
to best secure school facilities. One key partnership worth 
noting is with the Orange County Intelligence Assessment 
Center, or OCIAC, which leverages the reach and resources 
of the Sheriff’s Department, the FBI and the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security to detect, investigate 
and prevent criminal and terrorist activity.

OCDE and the Sheriff’s Department also team up 
every summer to host the Safe Schools Conference with 
the California Department of Education. This three-day 
event brings together more than 500 educators and law 
enforcement personnel from throughout the state to 
discuss issues and trends related to campus violence, 
bullying, social media, human trafficking, gangs and 
substance abuse.

Dr. Al Mijares
Superintendent

Orange County Department of Education

See OC Dept. Of eD • Page 11

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://www.vanguard.edu
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Learn more at https://ggusd.us/tk
Call 714-663-6000 for assistance

· Youth Sports & Creative Arts
· Adult Activities & Fitness
· Special Events & More!
ggparksandrec.com 

GARDEN GROVE’S

PARKS & RECREATION GUIDE
EXPLORE In the case of critical incidents impacting schools, 

OCDE’s Crisis Response Network deploys psychologists, 
nurses, social workers and other personnel to support 
students and staff during and after emergencies. This 
team also conducts trainings for schools, youth service 
providers, parents and students.

Finally, OCDE champions positive school climates 
and anti-bullying through initiatives such as the Multi-
Tiered System of Support framework, Positive Behavioral 
Intervention and Supports, or PBIS, and our One 
Billion Acts of Kindness campaign, which kicked off in 
2016 to promote character and amplify civility in our 
communities.

In Orange County, we view the pursuit of safer 
schools as a race with no finish line, and that means our 
commitment must be equally unwavering and enduring. 
New threats will continue to emerge, but so too will new 
technologies, strategies and best practices for protecting 
students and schools. Above all, we vow to stay vigilant 
and informed, work closely with our law enforcement 
partners, and adapt our approaches accordingly.

We owe our children and families nothing less.

OC Dept. Of eDuCatiOn • From Page 10

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://ggusd.us/programs/preschool-and-kindergarten
https://ggcity.org/community-services
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Your Smile is Our Specialty
IMPLANTS - BRACES - GENERAL DENTISTRY

25 Years of Experience 

High Technology Dentistry

Personalized 
Cosmetic Dentistry

Same Day Appointments in 
Most Cases, Walk-Ins Welcome

Most insurances accepted, 
including Medi-Cal

VU MAI D.D.S., INC
13045 Euclid St., 

Garden Grove, CA 92843
(Corner of Garden Grove Blvd, & Euclid St.)
(714) 590-7900 | www.vumai.com

922 S. Euclid St.,
Anaheim, CA 92802

(714) 776-7015

810 Avenida Pico,
San Clemente, CA 92673

(949) 369-7200

PATRIOT DENTAL 

Insurances we accept: 
VSP, EYEMED, SPECTERA, MES, SUPERIOR, DAVIS, VBA & more

18569 Main St., 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 
(Located in the 5 Points Plaza)
(714) 780-2008

www.globalvisionoptometry.com 

Family Eye Care
• Eye Exams - 

Glasses & Contact Lenses
• Full Optical - Name Brands 

& Fashion Eyewear
• Medical Eye Exams - 

Red/Dry/Pink Eye
• Minor Eye Injuries/

FB Removal
• Lasik/Cataract Consult
• Corneal Topography & 

Retinal Photos
• Myopia Management
• In House Lab Available 

Glasses Ready Same Day! 
(SV, Rx in stock only)

We offer 
Myopia 
Management 
with OrthoK or 
soft contact lenses or 
eye drops. 
Contact our offi ce
for more details.
*Mention this Ad for 
$200 off Myopia 
Management 
package.

STEPHANY VONG, O.D AND ASSOCIATES

Ask Dr. Shari

Good for the Mind & Great for the Heart
The way we choose to spend our time 

and the activities in which we engage help 
form our value system. With a wide array of 
possibilities and opportunities, volunteering 
is a positive and vastly beneficial way of 
helping young people develop a strong sense 
of self.

Volunteering offers benefits spanning 
from the intellectual and spiritual to the educational and 
professional. As young people give of themselves and 
their time, they can learn about being selfless. In a busy 
world of “pursuit of personal happiness,” too often the 
intrinsic values of empathy and giving are the lessons that 
are overlooked. Helping others via a structured volunteer 
program is a positive and safe way to develop oneself in this 
regard. 

As Mahatma Gandhi said, “The best way to find yourself,  
is to lose yourself in the service of others.” Teens who 
experience growth at an early age are likely to continue 
cultivating positive behavior and friendships.

Motivational Speaker, Founder of The Brainpower Programs for Schools,  
Author, Consultant, Radio Host contact: info@doctorshari.com,  
www.doctorshari.com, twitter: DrShariS, Youtube:  Dr. ShariS,  
LinkedIN: Dr. Shari Sweetnam

Dr. Shari  
Sweetnam

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.vumai.com
https://www.globalvisionoptometry.com
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Doing Your Best on the Test
Alamitos Intermediate teachers 

did an exceptional job preparing 
students for rigorous state 
testing including the English 
Language Proficiency Assessment 
of California (ELPAC) and the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment 
System (SBAC). Test taking can 
be stressful for students, but the 

staff at Alamitos came together to reduce the 
stress and encouraged students to do their best!

• English teachers led an after-school  
 ELPAC Camp where students learned  
 about the ELPAC test and reviewed   
 sample test questions. Students who  
 attended all sessions received a gift card to  
 In N Out.
• Principal Dr. Trac and Assistant Principal  
 Mrs. Haddock held special presentations  
 on the ELPAC in all English classes and SBAC   
 presentations in all Math classes. The presentation    
 provided incentives for passing the exams and   
 reviewed test taking strategies.

• On May 1st, the school hosted an SBAC BBQ during   
 lunch to encourage students to do their best on the   
 test! Raffles, lunchtime games, classroom treats,   
 and festivities kept students motivated during testing  
 season!

Alamitos Intermediate School
12381 Dale St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 • 714/663-6101 • alamitos.ggusd.us

A Record of 
Excellence

For the sixth 
time, Allen 
Elementary School 
was honored with 
the California 
Distinguished School 
Award for academic 
excellence. The 
award along with our 

two National Blue-Ribbon School 
Awards, shows the dedication of 
our students, staff, and community 
to meeting all of the Garden Grove 
Unified School District’s Strategic 
Plan Goals. This Spring also saw 
Allen’s presentation of, Jungle 
Book! This year’s musical consisted 
of two casts, performing 8 shows 
over 4 days, with over 100 students 
participating. This was Allen’s 7th 
year of Disney Musical in Schools.

Dr. Andrew 
Heughins
Principal

Allen Elementary School
16200 Bushard St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 • 714/663-6228 • allen.ggusd.us

Alamitos Teacher Monique Becerra was named a semifinalist in the Orange  
County Department of Education Teacher of the Year program. She received a 

surprise visit from Superintendent Dr. Gabriela Mafi and Assistant Superintendent 
of Secondary Education Dr. Stephanie Heflin to congratulate her on the honor.

Ivy Trac
Principal

Allen students perform the Disney Musical, Jungle Book!

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://alamitos.ggusd.us
https://allen.ggusd.us
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APEX Fun Run
This spring, Barker was 

recognized by the Garden 
Grove Board of Education as a 
California Distinguished School! 
This award recognizes the hard 
work of the Barker community, 
particularly during the difficult 
years of the pandemic. As we 
move forward, Barker students 

will continue to excel in Goal 1 – Academic 
Skills, and to develop our personal skills by 
emphasizing Goal 2 - Motivation and Socio-
Emotional Well-Being, through a positive 
school culture and climate.

One of the many exciting events at Barker 
this year was our recent APEX Fun Run. In 
addition to raising funds for our PTA to help 
with field trips and assemblies, the Fun Run 
emphasized important habits such as physical 
fitness and determination. Throughout Fun 
Run week, Barker students participated 
in a dance party, pajama day, and had the 
opportunity to earn individual prizes!

Barker Elementary School
12565 Springdale St., Garden Grove, CA 92845 • 714/663-6164 • barker.ggusd.us

A Fun School Celebration
Parents joined their students at school for 

a special lunch to celebrate the birthday of 
our school’s namesake, Susan B. Anthony. 
Anthony Elementary School was named for 
the great social reformer and activist of her 
time. To observe the anniversary of her birth, 
Anthony Elementary School celebrated with  
 

a family barbecue and rubber ducky races. Parents joined 
their children for a barbecue lunch, which was followed 
by the rubber ducky races and relays. Rubber ducks were 
everywhere as students picked their winning duck to enter 
in the races. This is an event our students and families 
look forward to each year. One thing parents love, is being 
invited to school. It was a great birthday party at Anthony 
Elementary School!

Tyleen Perez
Principal

Anthony Elementary School
15320 Pickford St., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/663-6104 • anthony.ggusd.us

Students loved participating in rubber ducky races during a fun school-wide celebration.

Barker Principal Michelle Askew celebrates students 
 for participating in the APEX Fun Run.

Michelle Askew
Principal

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://barker.ggusd.us
https://anthony.ggusd.us
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Latinos Unidos Leadership Conference
Bolsa Grande High School students 

attended GGUSD’s tenth annual Latinos 
Unidos Conference at California State 
University, Fullerton on January 14th. 
The event began with presentations from 
Superintendent  
Dr. Gabriela Mafi, 
Board of Education 
President Walter 

Muneton, and Orange County United 
Way’s Sergio Contreras. President 
Muneton spoke about overcoming 
obstacles and says that, “This event 
empowers Latinx students to be 
proud of their background, adopt 
a growth mindset and strengthen 
skills that will bring about 
lifelong success. Students leave 
the conference feeling a sense of 
belonging with their classmates and 
an excitement for what the future 
holds.” Students attended workshops 
on topics like the pathway to college, 

Latinx scholarships, embracing biliteracy, social media 
and mental health, and more. Several Bolsa staff members 
presented at the event, and others participated in advisory 
roles. GGUSD Latinos Unidos clubs “help embrace and 
honor student’s rich cultural heritage and provide them 
with a framework to achieve success.”

Tracy Conway
Principal

Bolsa Grande High School
9401 Westminster Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92844 • 714/663-6424 • www.bolsagrande.org

Promoting Lifetime Success
Bell Intermediate is proud and 

honored to have our ASPIRE team 
host an ASPIRE’S Skills Workshop 
camp, a six-week after-school program 
each Monday designed to enhance our 
Roadrunners’ social, emotional, and 
academic skills. Through engaging and 
interactive activities, our Roadrunners 
learned academics, time management, 

organization, friendships, citizenship, and 
attentiveness skills.

• Academics: Supports students in identifying  
 their unique learning styles to customize   
 strategies for effective learning.
• Time Management: Emphasizes the importance of   
 time management and provides tips on managing their  
 schedules.
• Organization: teaches students strategies to stay   
 organized with their school work and personal life.
• Friendships: Helps students identify healthy vs.   
 unhealthy relationships and how to cultivate healthy   
 relationships with themselves and the people around  
 them.

• Citizenship: Reminds students of the meaning and   
 importance of being a good citizen in the real and   
 cyber world.
• Attentiveness: Supports students in enhancing their   
 ability to focus closely on the task, regardless of the   
 surrounding distractions.
With these fundamental skills, we hope to enhance our 

students’ confidence, sense of belonging, self-discipline 
habits, and emotional well-being. At Bell, we take pride 
in supporting our students’ success in school and their 
lifetime.

Stephanie Bartlett
Principal

Bell Intermediate School
12345 Springdale St., Garden Grove, CA 92845 • 714/663-6466 • bell.ggusd.us

Bolsa Grande students gained important leadership skills  
at GGUSD’s tenth annual Latinos Unidos Conference.

Bell Roadrunners create their own personal  
“Jar of Life” to support time management skills.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://www.bolsagrande.org
https://bell.ggusd.us


www.schoolnewsrollcall.coM Garden Grove Unified School diStrict 16  May 2023  

Parent Partnerships
At Brookhurst, parent volunteers 

have been and will continue to be a very 
important part of our school community! 
Parents and educators working together – 
there is no greater power in providing the 
support 
and 
guidance 
needed for 

our students. All parents 
were invited to attend the 
Volunteer Appreciation 
Breakfast in April. 
Aside from breakfast, 
parents were shown a 
slideshow with recorded 
thank you messages 
and pictures from the 
students and teachers. 
Our parent volunteers 
were presented 
with certificates of 
appreciation.

Brookhurst greatly appreciates all of our, Dolphin Store 
helpers, PTA volunteers, donations, fundraiser support, 
classroom helpers and all those parents and community 
members who have helped in so many ways to make the 
2022-23 school year extraordinary! Thank you for making 
Brookhurst a great place to learn!

Dianna Rangel
Principal

Brookhurst Elementary School
9821 William Dalton Way, Garden Grove, CA 92841 • 714/663-6556 • brookhurst.ggusd.us

Bryant Welcomes our  
Families to Special Events

This April, Bryant invited our 
families to picnic on our campus 
at our annual “Lunch with a Loved 
One” celebration. It was wonderful 
to see our students surrounded 
by their parents, grandparents 
and siblings. After many days 
of rain, the weather cooperated 
perfectly by providing a glorious 

background of blue skies, to complement Bryant’s 
green lawns and mature trees. Bryant will be 
closing out the year with many special events and 
assemblies for our community to enjoy. Our PTA 
is proud to host N8tive Hoops, world champion 
dancers performing a dynamic Hoop Dance. 
Later in April, we will have the Pacifico Dance 
Company, a leading international dance company, 
presenting spectacular performances of Mexican 
folk dances. But the most special event of all, will 
be when our very own Bryant Rock Band and 
Mariachi group will entertain our families at our 
Open House on May 4th.

Dr. Tanya 
De Leon
Principal

Bryant Arts Academy
8371 Orangewood Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92841 • 714/663-6451 • bryant.ggusd.us

Bryant families enjoy our beautiful campus in the sunshine  
as they picnic on the lawn for “Lunch with a Loved One.”

Brookhurst Elementary School students say thank you  
to parents for all they do to support the school community.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://brookhurst.ggusd.us
https://bryant.ggusd.us
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ROARing with School Pride
Carrillo Elementary School students have 

thrived during the 2022-23 school year. PBIS 
(Positive Behavior Intervention Systems) 
continues to be a focus in our school as we 
work together to create a better school where 
students love to be. 
This year Carrillo 
Elementary was 
honored by being 

selected for the Angels Baseball 
Foundation Adopt-A-School 
program. The Angels Baseball 
Foundation helped celebrate 
Carrillo’s success with PBIS 
where students demonstrate 
ROAR (Respect, Ownership, 
Attitude, and Responsibility) both 
inside and outside the classroom. 
The students at Carrillo continue 
to learn the importance of the 
pillars in our PBIS by accepting 
others, treating each other with 
kindness, and striving to do their 

best each day. For the month of February, our fifth grade 
students celebrated Black History Month by learning about 
a number of black baseball players who were successful 
in the MLB (Major League Baseball). They created art 
projects that depicted the history of the players and their 
rise and success in the MLB.

Mark Vosper
Principal

Carrillo Elementary School
15270 Bushard St., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/663-6230 • carrillo.ggusd.us

Music and Literacy  
for Early Learners 

For the first time ever at 
the Early Childhood Education 
Centers (ECEC) at Carver, 
Heritage, and Skylark, all of our 
students are experiencing a music 
class taught once a week by our 
highly qualified GGUSD Music 
Teachers! These 30-minute music 

lessons offer benefits for all of our students as 
they are engaging, developmentally appropriate, 
motivating, and, most of all, a lot of fun!!! Our 
students are truly enjoying them! And coming 
soon to our Carver Campus is our second 
annual Carver ECEC Gifting Book Fair on May 
18! Our amazing ECEC Speech and Language 
Pathologists are busy accumulating many 
generous book donations from the community 
in preparation for this event. Our mission is to 
promote early childhood literacy by providing  
every student access to free books, and we are 
well on our way!!!.

Brian Ball
Principal

Carver Early Childhood Education Center
11150 Santa Rosalia St., Stanton, CA 90680 • 714/663-6437 • carver.ggusd.us

Fifth grade students were recognized by the Angels Baseball Foundation  
for the work they displayed in their art projects.

Students at the Early Childhood Education Centers at Carver  
get ready for a fun music lesson with drums.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://carrillo.ggusd.us
https://carver.ggusd.us
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Building a  
Strong Foundation

It has been a busy year 
and we have seen much 
growth in our preschoolers! 
The teachers and staff have 
been hard at work helping 
to prepare our students for 
Transitional Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten. We 

consistently encourage children to interact 
with their peers and school staff. They 
have learned to self- advocate, problem 
solve, and communicate. We have also seen 
tremendous growth in the areas of social 
interactions and fine and gross motor skills. 
Our students are excited to come to school 
to learn and play. While we only have our 
preschoolers for a short time, we feel that 
the foundation we are able to provide is 
invaluable and leaves an impression on our 
children that they will carry with them as 
they move through their educational career.

Emma Druitt
Principal

Clinton Corner Family Campus
13581 Clinton St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6298 • ccfc.ggusd.us

Inspiring a Love of Reading
Clinton primary students 

team up with students in 
Santiago High School’s Friday 
Night Live (FNL) Club to 
celebrate Read Across America 
week. Our scholars really 
enjoyed listening to stories 
being read to them by former 
Clinton alumni. As a member of 

the FNL team, high school students focus not 
only on developing leadership skills but also on 
community service. Reading together can have 
many positive impacts for older and younger 
students. This partnership provides an 
opportunity for our high schoolers to practice 
leadership and communication skills, while 
fostering a sense of responsibility and empathy 
towards our younger students. Primary 
grade students benefit from the small group 
attention, improve literacy skills, and develop 
a love for reading. This partnership creates a 
positive learning environment for both groups 
and promotes a community of lifelong learners.

Jason Shabet
Principal

Clinton Elementary School
13641 Clinton St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6146 • clinton.ggusd.us

Clinton Corner students gain a strong foundation in preschool  
as they learn and play with the support of caring teachers.

Clinton Elementary students are fully engaged in the story  
being read by a student from Santiago High School.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://ccfc.ggusd.us
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California Distinguished  
School Celebration

Cook Elementary School is proud to be 
recognized as a California Distinguished 
School for its outstanding academic 
achievements and dedication to student 
success. The school’s principal, Sherry 
Sanborn, announced the news to students, 
teachers, staff, and parents during a 
school-wide morning assembly. This 

prestigious award is given to schools that excel in academic 
performance and progress, as well as in closing the 
achievement gap 
among student 
groups. Mrs. Sanborn 
expressed her pride 
in receiving this 
recognition, saying, 
“We are dedicated to 
providing a quality 
education for all of 
our students. This 
award is a testament 
to the hard work and 

commitment of our teachers, staff, students, and parents.” 
Cook’s exceptional student outcomes, innovative teaching 
methods, and strong parent involvement contributed to 
its recognition as a California Distinguished School. They 
were also honored at an awards ceremony by California 
Superintendent, Tony Thurmond, in Anaheim , where Cook 
was recognized alongside other Distinguished Schools 
throughout the state. The entire school community is 
proud of this achievement and will continue to work 
towards ensuring that Cook Elementary School continues 
its excellence in education. Congratulations to everyone 
involved in this tremendous accomplishment!

Sherry Sanborn
Principal

Cook Elementary School
9802 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92844 • 714/663-6251 • cook.ggusd.us

Helping All  
Students Thrive

At Crosby Elementary, 
we strive to create a 
positive, equitable and 
safe learning environment 
where every student 
thrives. As part of this 
goal, we have launched 
our new Positive 
Behavioral Interventions 

and Support (PBIS) expectations: 
P.A.W.S. Up, which stands for Positive 
Attitude, Always Safe, Work Together, 
Show Respect. Our students attended 
a fun and interactive assembly on 
April 3rd to review what positive, safe, 
cooperative and respectful behavior 
looks like in the hallways, classrooms, 
library, the playground, the cafeteria, 
the bus, and all other areas on campus. 
Our teachers continue to follow up with 
more lessons in the classrooms. Crosby 
Cougars have their P.A.W.S. Up!

Kristine 
Levenson
Principal

Crosby Elementary School
12181 West St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6346 • crosby.ggusd.us

Crosby Elementary students join together to highlight the school’s behavior expectations.

Cook Elementary School hosted a schoolwide assembly to  
celebrate its recognition as a California Distinguished School.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://cook.ggusd.us
https://crosby.ggusd.us
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Nationally Recognized for AVID
This past March, Doig Intermediate 

School participated in an AVID revalidation 
visit. The purpose of this visit is to establish 
that our school is following 
the education principles of 
the AVID program. The team 
visited many classrooms, 
spoke to students and 
parents, and interviewed a 

panel of school district leadership teams. 
During the visit, we learned that our school 
was revalidated for another three years as 
an AVID Legacy Demonstration School. It is 
a true testament of the work accomplished 
by our AVID team, AVID TOSAs, teachers, 
students, and school staff.

This visit would not have been possible 
without the Doig staff and our teachers 
who opened their classrooms for their 
lessons to be observed. As a community 
school, our Doig Spartans appreciate 
the support of the AVID Family Council. 
Parent engagement has been crucial to the 

long-standing success of AVID at our school site. We are 
proud to showcase the schoolwide implementation of AVID 
at Doig and grateful for the continued commitment of our 
teachers, staff, students, families and community partners.

Juan Alvarez
Principal

Doig Intermediate School
12752 Trask Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6241 • doig.ggusd.us

Commitment to Kindness
This year, as a way to 

bring awareness to how our 
words and actions matter at 
Eisenhower, we pledged to 
become a “No Place for Hate” 
school promising to treat 
everyone fairly and kindly 
so that everyone feels safe 
and happy at school. We also 

promised to be upstanders and tell a trusted 
adult if anyone is being hurt or bullied.

Our teachers discussed the difference 
between intent vs. impact through a 
meaningful exercise with their classrooms. 
Students also learned about how words, 
both positive and negative, matter through 
a literature study. Our library is filled with 
books that celebrate diversity and kindness. 
Our Aspire team also provided school-
wide grade-level appropriate lessons about 
treating everyone fairly. Eisenhower Eagles 
will continue to soar as a “No Place For 
Hate” school.

Beth Cusimano
Principal

Eisenhower Elementary School
13221 Lilly St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6401 • eisenhower.ggusd.us

The Eisenhower Eagles continue to take flight this year as a No Place for Hate School.

Doig students and staff celebrate being named an AVID Demonstration School.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://doig.ggusd.us
https://eisenhower.ggusd.us
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Campus Improvements
Enders Elementary School has been busy 

modernizing and revamping our campus. 
This school year the district installed two 
new play structures, playground mats, a 
new parking lot, and updated all asphalt 
and playground 
cement. Many 
ongoing 
projects have 

been completed to assure 
that Enders is structurally 
and physically safer for our 
community.

In collaboration with the 
PTA and awesome parent 
volunteers, Enders was able 
to welcome parents and 
students to participate in some 
of the traditional activities 
that have made the school 
so special. The Talent Show 
took place in March and had 
over twenty-five student acts. 

There was singing, tumbling, instruments, joke telling, and 
hoverboards, just to name a few acts. The highlight of the 
Talent Show was the Enders teachers who impressed the 
student body with their Tik-Tok dancing and moves.  
Thank you to all of the performers and volunteers for 
making the event so special.

Enders Elementary School
12302 Springdale St., Garden Grove, CA 92845 • 714/663-6205 • enders.ggusd.us

Author Visit at Evans
Evans students were 

recently treated to a 
special day with children’s 
author Mike Graf. Mr. 
Graf specializes in writing 
books about our country’s 
National Parks. Throughout 
the day, Mr. Graf provided 
assemblies where he 

explained to our students how he gets 
his ideas for the characters, plots, and 
settings in his stories. In addition, Mr. 
Graf met with a group of selected students 
for an Authors’ Workshop. During this 
time he helped these talented Evans 
writers develop stories that contained the 
various elements of a good book such as 
conflict, theme, character development, 
and resolution. At the end of the day, 
Mr. Graf personally signed books for the 
many students who purchased them. We 
all learned a lot at the Evans Author Day 
with Mike Graf!

Adam Bernstein
 Principal

Evans Elementary School
12281 Nelson St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6558 • evans.ggusd.us

Enders staff entertain students with their dance move during the school’s Talent Show.

Evans Elementary students enjoyed a visit from children’s author Mike Graf.

Michelle Rushall
Principal

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://enders.ggusd.us
https://evans.ggusd.us
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Learning about Healthy Choices
The Excelsior sixth grade scholars have 

been learning about tobacco use prevention. 
The purpose of the TUPE 
(Tobacco Use Prevention 
Education Program) is to 
reduce youth tobacco use by 
helping young people make 
healthy tobacco-related 
decisions through classroom 
activities. The teachers have 

been providing lessons to the students that 
focus on the health consequences of vaping 
and nicotine usage. Excelsior Elementary 
welcomed Paulina Degortari, MSW from the 
Orange County Department of Education 
to present to students and parents about 
tobacco prevention. Paulina did a wonderful 
job explaining to families the risks of vaping. 
Sixth grade students worked on a student-led 
tobacco prevention project. The students had 
conducted surveys with other students at the 
school in regards to tobacco usage. A few of 
the students shared their projects with the 

families at the parent night. The whole evening was very 
informative and the school will continue to focus on TUPE 
in the future.

Excelsior Elementary School
10421 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6106 • excelsior.ggusd.us

Falcon Teamwork  
Makes the Dream Work!

Faylane has mighty systems 
at work to create a community 
of health, educational inquiry, 
parent partnership, and 
learning interventions; all 
dedicated to student futures 
(GGUSD Goal 3!) This takes 
shape as students and staff 

work together toward (Goal 1) academic 
excellence through ongoing developments in 
instructional engagement. Targeted supports 
are provided as aides, teachers, office staff, 
and custodians EACH go the extra mile to 
support growth! Faylane supports students’ 
social-emotional wellbeing (Goal 2) through 
our ASPIRE program/ Wellness Room, 
psychologist/ speech/ counselor interventions, 
coaches and mentors (MTSS, PBIS, GRIP, 
CICO), “treat me right” programs (KIK, GRIP, StopIT, SLT) 
and weekly schoolwide social-emotional lessons (focusing 
on growth mindset, emotions, kindness, and problem 
solving). Our parent community is active and involved 

with various PTA activities/ events/ financial support 
(TrunkOrTreat, Santa’s Breakfast, Bunny Grams!), active 
SSC/ ELAC Committees, GRIP daily greeters, and through 
a variety of parent education initiatives. We work together, 
seeking something perhaps unique… and maybe a little bit 
great!

Mike Ingalls
Principal

Faylane Elementary School 
11731 Morrie Ln., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6253 • faylane.ggusd.us

Thanks to the Faylane Elementary School PTA for coordinating  
a visit from the Easter Bunny to make the holiday extra special for students.

Students present about the dangers of smoking and vaping.

Dr. Jennifer 
Carter

Principal

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://excelsior.ggusd.us
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May 2023  23Garden Grove Unified School diStrict www.schoolnewsrollcall.coM

Addition to GGHS
Construction is moving along nicely for 

Garden Grove High School’s new 2-story, 
24 classroom building. We broke ground on 
this project in June, had the foundation set 
by November, and the classrooms are now 
already in place. Even though the weather 
has not been cooperative, our construction 
crew has been working hard from sun-up to 
sun-down in order to keep us on schedule 

and we are planning to make the move into the new 
building at the start of the 2023-24 school year.

The new structure will replace the portable classrooms 
affectionately known to GGHS students as P-Town. We’ll 
now have the benefit of having state-of-the-art classrooms 
that will actually bring the campus a little closer together 
as students will not have to walk quite as far to class 
anymore. We cannot wait to see our students and staff 
making themselves at home in this beautiful new facility 
when next year’s classes begin on August 14, 2023!

Todd Nirk
Principal

Garden Grove High School
11271 Stanford Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6115 • www.gghs.us

Construction is underway at Garden Grove High School and the new 2-story classroom building will open in the fall.

Supporting Bilingual  
Student Success

Fitz Intermediate was 
honored to attend the 
California Association for 
Bilingual Education (CABE) 
conference this year. CABE 
invited students to submit 
essays about the advantages 
of being bilingual/biliterate. 

Mylan W., a 7th grader who is currently 
enrolled in our Dual Language Immersion 
program, submitted an essay and was 
chosen from hundreds of submissions to 
be the winner of the 6th-8th grade award. 
At the conference banquet, Mylan read her 
submission titled “The Last Puzzle Piece” 
and also received a monetary award. We are 
so proud of her accomplishment as we are 
proud of all of our Fitz Falcons who submitted 
entries. Fitz has been extremely pleased with 
the progress our Dual Language Immersion 
students have accomplished this year so 
continue to Fly with Pride Fitz Falcons!

Fitz Intermediate Computer Science Academy
4600 W. McFadden Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92704 • 714/663-6351 • fitz.ggusd.us

Louie Gomez
Principal

Fitz Intermediate student Mylan who is in 
the Spanish Dual Immersion Pathway was recently celebrated 

for her winning essay about the advantages of being bilingual/biliterate.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Running with Motivation
Garden Park students learn 

perseverance, goal-setting and 
commitment as they participate in our 
100 Mile Running Club during P.E. 
and after school. Under the direction 
of Mr. Sailors, our sixth grade teacher, 
the 100 Mile Club began back in 
September. One hundred twenty 
students are enrolled in the Running 
Club, and teachers, staff and parents 

participate as well. With each milestone (50 miles, 
75 miles and 100 miles) students are recognized at 
awards ceremonies held throughout the year.

There have been so many positive results from 
bringing this program to Garden Park, including 
building endurance and promoting healthy 
lifestyles. However, the results are not limited to 
physical strength but mental strength too. Students 
gain self-motivation and an overall higher self-
confidence. The 100 Mile Club is truly a reflection of 
our commitment to supporting the whole child and 
building a stronger sense of well-being.

Michelle 
Morales
Principal

Garden Park Elementary School
6562 Stanford Ave., Garden Grove, CA, 92845 • 714/663-6074 • gardenpark.ggusd.us

Pancakes and Principals
Gilbert Elementary School’s 

Associated Student Body (ASB) 
Club in partnership with Lions Club 
of Garden Grove sponsored a fun 
and delicious event – “Pancakes and 
Principals.” Thanks to the generous 
donation of supplies and volunteers 
from the Garden Grove Lions Club, 
all proceeds went to help with the 

sixth grade Outdoor Science Camp expenses. 
Volunteers showed up bright and early and shortly 
after, the sounds and smells of sizzling sausages, 
fluffy pancakes, maple syrup and coffee filled the 
air. ASB student ambassadors set up tables, greeted 
families, and served beverages. Everyone enjoyed 
the beautiful sunny morning and had time to talk 
to Principal Martinez, Assistant Principal Parker 
and teachers. Parents also had a chance to catch up 
with Gilbert friends while their children frolicked 
on the playground. The event was such a success 
that Gilbert has planned the next pancakes event for 
October 21, 2023.

Gilbert Elementary School
9551 Orangewood Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92841 • 714/663-6318 • gilbert.ggusd.us

Garden Park students proudly participate in the 100 Mile Club after school.

Gilbert Elementary School’s principals hosted a special  
Pancakes and Principals event for the school community.

George Martinez
Principal

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Pursuing Lifelong Success
Students and staff at Hare 

High School are excited to share 
our students’ pursuit of lifelong 
success this school year. Through 
partnerships with our local 
community colleges, the planning 
and support of our counseling team, 
and with district College Boost 
support, Hare students have had 

multiple opportunities to visit, tour, and apply 
for college to continue their learning and growth 
after high school. Hare High School students 
have visited Santa Ana College, Golden West 
College, Orange Coast College and California 
State University Fullerton this year. Both in fall 
and spring, students have the opportunity to meet 
representatives from the colleges here on the Hare 
campus to inform their choice for a college visit 
and tour. Students then choose the school they 
would like to visit and make those visits in both 
the fall and spring. Hare is proud to support our 
students’ post-secondary college and career goals!

Lydia Machado
Principal

Hare High School
12012 Magnolia St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 • 714/663-6508 • hhs.ggusd.us

Soaring to Great Heights
R. F. Hazard is a special place where 

academics, social-emotional learning, and 
scholarly expectations converge to create 
authentic learning experiences. Our team’s 
focus on academic rigor is enhanced by 
meaningful 
enrichment 
opportunities 
built into our 

educational program. All 
4th-6th scholars in Chorus 
and Instrumental attended a 
Segerstrom performance this 
year and enjoyed seeing Disney’s 
Frozen come to life in the 
theatre. All TK-6 scholars rotate 
through 6-8 weeks of Coding 
and Lego Robotics during our 
after-school program. Over 120 
scholars in Boys and Girls Club 
will host our cultural festival 
themed “Diversity is Be-You-
tiful” showcasing performances 

from different countries around the world. Recently, our 
6th graders attended Outdoor Science School and explored 
new learning adventures! Our culminating 6th grade field 
trip to UC Irvine in May promotes our AVID, college-bound 
focus. We are proud of our Hazard Eagles as they continue 
to Soar to great heights!

Olivia Hufnagel
Principal

Hazard Elementary School
4218 W. Hazard Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92703 • 714/663-6403 • hazard.ggusd.us

Hazard students enjoy a trip to Segerstrom Center for a performance of Disney’s Frozen.

Hare High School hosted a College Signing Event  
to celebrate its college-bound seniors.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Gaining 21st Century Coding Skills
February was a busy month for Heritage 

Computer Science Academy. On February 
11, four teams of fifth and sixth grade 
Heritage students competed in a county-
level competition 
for VEX IQ. 
Each team was 
tasked with 
building a robot 

to solve puzzles and transport 
“pucks” for scores. Students 
designed the robots on their 
own as part of a robotics 
after-school program. During 
the competition, Heritage 
competed against other 
elementary and middle schools. 
We are proud of their creativity, 
coding skills, and “can do” 
spirit! On February 16, families 
were invited to the Trimester 
2 Coding Celebration. Students 
in all grade levels demonstrated 

coding and building skills by designing projects aligned 
with writing, social studies, or science. The projects gave 
students another way to show their learning in core subject 
areas, as well as showcase the progression of computer 
science development across the grade levels.

Ryan Loberger
Principal

Heritage Computer Science Immersion Academy
426 S. Andres Pl., Santa Ana, CA 92704 • 714/663-6108 • heritage.ggusd.us

Working Together 
to Support  
Student Growth

Hill Elementary 
was thrilled to 
welcome back our 
annual musical 
production. After a 
three-year hiatus 
due to COVID, 

more than 40 students, under the 
guidance of teachers and classified 
staff, performed The Lion King. 
Students performed in front of two 
sold-out audiences and a packed 
house. Performers dazzled in their 
costumes and made the show come 
to life! Another exciting highlight 
from the school year is that Hill is 
well on its way to becoming a Unified Champion School. All 
staff and students participated in Disability Awareness Day. 
After informational assemblies, students rotated to various 
groups, participating in different activities simulating 
working with a disability. This was followed up with Unified 

PE where general education classes joined an Adaptive 
PE class and participated alongside each other. Hill is also 
participating in Autism Acceptance Month. Every Tuesday 
in April, students and staff wore their Autism Acceptance 
shirts to support and celebrate differences. We are looking 
forward a busy end of the year! Go Hounds!

Toby Vares
Principal

The fifth and sixth grade robotics teams prepare  
to compete at the Orange County Vex IQ Competition.

Hill students delivered a fantastic performance of Disney’s The Lion King  
to a packed house of family, friends, and guests.

Hill Elementary School
9681 11th St., Garden Grove, CA 92844 • 714/663-6561 • hill.ggusd.us
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Hawks Making A Difference
Students at Irvine 

Intermediate School have a 
longstanding tradition of making 
a difference! For years, the 
school’s National Junior Honor 
Society has hosted a “Pennies 
for Patients” campaign to raise 
funds to benefit the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society. This 

year is no different. NJHS Advisors Sydnie 
Le and Eric Simons turned this fundraising 
opportunity into a fun competition between 
the seventh and eighth grade students. The 
winning grade received an early release to 
lunch on four separate days. For two weeks in 
March, students donated coins. All coins count 
positively toward the grade’s total amount 
collected. Students also had the opportunity to 
get ahead by donating bills. Any bills collected 
were deducted from that grade’s total. This 
year, Irvine Intermediate School collected 
close to $1000.00 for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society. Way to give back Hawks!

Irvine Intermediate School
10552 W. Hazard Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6551 • irvine.ggusd.us

Holly Jefferson
Principal

Amazing Performing Arts Program
One of the many programs that make 

Jordan an amazing place to be a student is 
our Performing Arts program, led by Mr. 
Gutaskus and Ms. Bennett. The Performing 
Arts program at our school 
is flourishing, showcasing 
the diverse talents of our 
students and highlighting 
the importance of creative 

expression. Students can participate in a 
variety of classes and clubs including choir, 
orchestra, band, guitar, drama club, and 
more. One of the most recent highlights 
of our programs was the superior ratings 
all groups received at the GGUSD Music 
Festivals. Everyone’s hard work paid 
off in truly unforgettable performances. 
Jordan’s Performing Arts program at our 
school not only celebrates the talents of 
our students but also fosters a sense of 
community and belonging. Students who 
participate in the program develop lifelong 
skills in collaboration, creativity, and 

self-expression that will serve them well throughout their 
lives. Overall, the Performing Arts program is an essential 
and vibrant part of the Jordan community, and we look 
forward to seeing the incredible talent and passion of our 
students continue to shine in the years to come.

Nick Clark
Principal

Jordan Intermediate School
9821 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92844 • 714/663-6124 • jordan.ggusd.us

Jordan Intermediate School’s outstanding band received high ratings  
at the GGUSD Music Festival!

Irvine Intermediate students collected coins to donate to  
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Embracing Diverse Cultures
La Quinta Bridges hosted 

the first Culture Week at La 
Quinta High School March 13-17 
highlighting the diverse nature 
of our community. Cultural clubs 
including Latinos Unidos, Black 
Student Union, Vietnamese 
Student Association, Korean 
Culture Club and Japanese 

Culture Club presented informational tables 
and shared culturally important celebrations, 
foods and dress. Middle Eastern and North 
African students representing several 
different countries gathered in traditional 
dress and shared cultural foods with the 
community. Bridges is working hard to make 
La Quinta a welcoming and inclusive place 
in which students can feel seen and heard. 
This week aligned with the No Place for Hate 
and Restorative Justice work on campus that 
focused this year on stamping out the use of 
stereotyping and racist speech and implementing more 
effective communication. Students at La Quinta continue 

to stretch their understanding of other cultures both in and 
out of the classroom and explore how to connect with each 
other and the world.

Michael Kennedy
Interim Principal

On-the-Job Skills
Our Jordan ATP 

candle microbusiness 
is up and running 
this year under 
the direction of 
teacher, Annie Byrd. 
The student-led 
business has been 
widely popular. 

Students have record sales from 
parents, district office, and school 
staff. Buyers can’t get enough 
of the amazing high-quality soy 
candles with botanical scents. The 
candle-making microbusiness has 
supported our students in learning 
a wealth of new skills, including, 
but not limited to, marketing, sales, 
inventory, preparation, packaging, 
and confidence. This is just one of 
the many opportunities our students 
have to receive important job skills.

Tricia Chinn
Principal

Jordan Adult Transition Program
9915 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92844 714/663-6486 • jordanatp.ggusd.us

La Quinta High School students highlight various  
cultural celebrations, food and dress during the school’s Culture Week.

Jordan ATP students gain on-the-job skills through the school’s new candle microbusiness.

La Quinta High School
10372 McFadden Ave., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/663-6315 • www.laquintahs.org
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Giving Back
Lake Intermediate 

works hard to give 
back!. In 17 days, the 
AVID club collected 172 
bags of clothes. From 
shoes to blankets, 
these gently used 
items were collected 
and donated to third 

world countries. This community 
service project unified Lake’s school 
as they received donations from staff, 
community members, and Lake’s 
families. Lake is a proud No Place 
for Hate School and students have 
a shared commitment about the 
importance of giving back and taking 
care of not only their community in 
Garden Grove but those around the 
world. All of these activities build 
empathy and compassion and make 
Lake a stronger school community.

Denise Kirkman
Principal

Lake Intermediate School
10801 Orangewood Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6506 • lake.ggusd.us

Uniting through Art
Our Lawrence scholars 

celebrated the start of 
spring with an inclusion 
activity building an art 
garden. This activity 
was hosted by our school 
psychologist and speech 
and language pathologist 
to bring our Moderate/

Severe and General Education classrooms 
together. Through activities such as these, 
we focus on Goal 2 of our District Strategic 
Plan, which supports our scholars with 
social and emotional well-being and 
having a positive school climate. For this 
activity, students paired up with buddies 
to create their fruit and vegetable crafts 
to reflect our diverse and unified campus. 
We had upper grade classrooms paired 
up with Moderate/Severe classrooms to 
complete their crafts together. They used 
their fine motor skills and art supplies to color and cut their 
fruits and vegetables before placing them in the art garden. 

Our students enjoyed their time together and shared ideas. 
This was an exciting and positive way to bring our students 
together!

Julie Kawai
Principal

Lawrence Elementary School
12521 Monroe St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 • 714/663-6255 • lawrence.ggusd.us

AVID students at Lake Intermediate School organized a Clothing Drive  
to donate to those in need.

Lawrence scholars participate in a fun and cooperative inclusion activities.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Celebrating Student Success
Los Amigos is a campus filled 

with incredible students who make 
their mark on our Lobo culture 
in a variety of ways. This year we 
have been honoring four students 
each week for their successes 
by posting their names on our 
windows and on our social media 
pages. Our teachers and counselors 

nominate students who have shown incredible 
improvement, inspirational athletic achievement, 
talented artistic endeavors, and academic 
excellence. From the nominations, four students 
are selected to be our LOBOS OF THE WEEK. 
Some of our most recent recipients include dancer 
Alice Ramirez ‘23, scholar Alexander Lozano 
‘25, co-valedictorian Zurisadai Aranda ‘23, and 
CIF water polo player Janely Amador ‘23. This 
year’s recipients have included student musicians, 
athletes from every sport, cheerleaders, AVID 
scholars, and students from our special education 
program. Our Los Amigos students are amazing! 
THIS IS MY PACK!

Amy Avina
Principal

Adult Education is Enrolling Now
The Garden Grove Adult Education 

(GGAE) program offers a wide variety of 
FREE classes 
for anyone 
18 years or 
older. Visit 
our website: 
ae.ggusd.us 
to register 

for classes and learn more 
about our programs. Now is 
the time to finish your high 
school diploma, improve 
English language skills, or 
earn a certificate for job 
training. Many classes are 
taught through the Hyflex 
model of instruction which 
allows students the option 
to attend class in person or 
through Zoom from anywhere. 
Open enrollment continues 
through the semester for 

most classes. Our counselor is here to help you gain the 
skills you need to transition to a college or career path. 
#yourfutureisbrightatggae

Lincoln Adult Education Center
11262 Garden Grove Blvd., Garden Grove CA 92843 • 714/663-6291 • ae.ggusd.us

Adults graduate from the Garden Grove Adult Education program  
with a variety of opportunities for success in college and career paths.

M’Liss Patterson
Principal

Co-valedictorian Zurisadai Aranda was among the students honored  
as the Los Amigos Senior of the Week.

Los Amigos High School
16566 Newhope St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 • 714/663-6288 • www.losamigoshs.com

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Celebrating  
Job Skills

Mark Twain’s Adult 
Transition Program 
has implemented an 
ATP Works Program. 
Each month, a 
student is celebrated 
as Employee of 
the Month. To 

earn this award, our students 
are nominated by staff. Staff are 
looking for the following skills in a 
student: a positive attitude, strong 
communication, working hard 
at microbusiness jobs, listening 
and following instructions, and 
participation in selling coffee at the 
district office. Staff enjoy catching 
students “in the act” of working 
hard. These jobs have supported our 
students’ progress and confidence. 
Earning this award is a great 
accomplishment for our students.

Tricia Chinn
Principal

Mark Twain Special Education Center
11802 Loara St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6050 • marktwain.ggusd.us

Supporting All Students
At Marshall, we are proud to be the 

pilot site in offering extended learning 
opportunities after school to our Moderate 
to Severe (MS) students. It was a team 
effort on the part of our teachers, IBI 
aides, instructional aides, amongst many 
other staff members to organize the 
program. Students worked on applying 
social-emotional learning strategies along 

with improving organization skills. Teachers provided 
instruction on managing emotions, building relationships 
and making responsible choices. Students were able 
to take part in academics such as hands-on science 
performance tasks. In order to promote inclusivity 
across our campus, all students participated in disability 
awareness activities throughout the month of April. On 
Disability Awareness Day, La Quinta High School MS 
students supported in leading our students through 
various scenarios, helping all students understand 
challenges faced by students with disabilities. Upper 
grade students routinely buddy up with MS classrooms 
and TK/K students to read, take part in Physical 
Education and participate together in weekly activities.

Gurprit Dhillon
Principal

Marshall Elementary School
15791 Bushard Ave., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/663-6528 • marshall.ggusd.us

Mark Twain celebrates students each month for demonstrating important job skills.

Marshall Elementary School students participated in after-school 
extended learning and engaged in hands-on science experiments.
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Celebrating Lunar New Year
The McGarvin school community, 

including students, staff, parents, and 
honored guests, celebrated the Lunar New 
Year, an important multicultural event that 
includes: Chinese Chunjie, Vietnamese Tet, 
Korean Solnal, Tibetan Losar, and Spring 
Festival, and celebrates the arrival of the 
new year in Asia. The student performances 
entertained and enriched the experience for 
all in attendance. Led by Ms. Jennifer Gohn, 

the band and orchestra kicked off the celebration with 
the Star-Spangled Banner and the Vietnamese National 
Anthem. Under the direction of Ms. Thao Dinh and Ms. 
Elizabeth Nguyen, our cultural dance students played 
the bronze drums to ring in the new year, and showcased 
a cultural dance that highlighted the various regions of 
Vietnam. More than 100 students participated in the flash 
mob to bring cheer to the whole community. Finally, in a 
collaboration with La Quinta students, the LQ Lion Dancers 
treated us to a festive lion dance to bring good luck and 
fortune in the new year. Go Owls!

Bill Gates
Principal

McGarvin Intermediate School
9802 Bishop Pl., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/663-6218 • mcgarvin.ggusd.us

Soaring at Science Camp
In March, sixth grade students at Mitchell 

Elementary ventured off to science camp 
for the first time in school history! Students 
and their teachers 
spent three days 
and two nights at 
science camp, where 
their experiences 
exemplified our 

district goals. For Goal 1: Academic 
Skills, science came to life as the 
students went on nature walks 
to learn about the ecology of 
southern California. Students also 
participated in experiments where 
they learned about physical and 
chemical reactions. For district 
Goal 2: Personal Skills, students 
challenged themselves to overcome 
obstacles and conquer their fears 
as they took turns on the climbing 
wall and zip-lining over a canyon. 
Evenings were spent team building 

with fun activities like square dancing. We know that this 
experience was one the students will never forget and 
we look forward to making this a tradition at Mitchell by 
bringing this opportunity to our students each year.

Carrie Bostick
Principal

Mitchell Elementary School
13451 Taft Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6131 • mitchell.ggusd.us

Students loved getting to investigate the solid form of carbon dioxide.

McGarvin students hosted a wonderful schoolwide event to celebrate the Lunar New Year.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Science Exploration
Morningside 

sixth graders have 
been working hard 
examining scientific 
theory with our new 
science program. 
Students have been 
innovative in using the 
plastic barriers from 

the COVID period and using them 
as tools to present and study their 
science. Our new science program is 
challenging to our students, but they 
are enjoying the new materials and 
each day are finding new discoveries 
that prepare them for the future. And 
it’s not just our sixth grade students. 
Our entire TK through sixth grade 
have been discovering everything 
from earth science to biology. 
Morningside students will lead the 
future in science all thanks to their 
hard work with the new program!

Nathan Bellamy
Principal

Morningside Elementary School
10521 Morningside Dr., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6328 • morningside.ggusd.us

Award-
Winning Staff

Monroe 
Elementary 
Language 
Academy is 
very excited to 
announce that 
one of our very 
own teachers 

was nominated as a GGUSD 
Teacher of the Year for the 
Orange County Department 
of Education’s Teacher of the 
Year program. Mr. Rolando 
Nuñez is one of our founding 
Dual Language Immersion 
teachers. In his years with 
us, Maestro Nuñez has 
taught first, second, fourth 
and currently sixth grade. 
During his tenure with our 
“Vecindad”, Maestro Nuñez 
has distinguished himself 

for being extremely 
hard-working, humble, 
and possessing 
an unparalleled 
dedication to our 
students, families, 
and community. 
Monroe Elementary 
Language Academy 
is an award-winning 
program thanks to 
staff and teachers like 
Maestro Nuñez. Also, 
on April 14, our chorus 
students, led by Maestra 
Hernandez, performed 
the National Anthem 
at Angel Stadium. The 
students sang before the 
game and then stayed 
after to enjoy a baseball 
game with the Monroe 
families and teachers in 
attendance.

Monroe Elementary Dual Language Academy
16225 Newhope St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 • 714/663-6264 • monroe.ggusd.us

Students at Morningside Elementary enjoy making new scientific discoveries  
through the school’s new science program.

Monroe Elementary Language Academy Teacher Rolando Nunez  
was nominated by GGUSD as Teacher of the Year for  

Orange County Department of Education’s Teacher of the Year Program.

César Loya
Principal
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Excellent Educational Experience
2022-23 has been a wonderful 

year at Murdy Elementary! Thanks 
to our strong parent community, 
Murdy students and their families 
participated in amazing cultural 
events like, Mid Autumn Moon 
Festival, Tet, and even marched 
in the City of Westminster’s Tet 
Parade! We are proud to be a 

California Distinguished School and excited to 
move forward in our commitment to provide all 
of our students with a rigorous and supportive 
academic experience that will prepare them for 
future success. Our Vietnamese Dual Language 
Program continues to thrive, and we are delighted 
to see students grow toward becoming bilingual, 
biliterate, and bicultural. We are also proud to offer 
on-site Gifted and Talented classes to our students.

This year our 6th graders continue their study 
of gratitude and will once again host The Gratitude 
Project. To learn more about the wonderful things 
happening at Murdy follow us on social media  
@murdyelementary.

Murdy Elementary School
14851 Donegal Dr., Garden Grove, CA 92844 • 714/663-6405 • murdy.ggusd.us

Expanded Learning Opportunities
This spring our expanded learning 

opportunities increased to offer after 
school homework tutoring for upper 
grade students, expanded reading 
and math intervention, as well as 
mindfulness workshops including 
drawing and art classes. Our student 
cast of 70+ students committed to 
rehearsals twice a week to perform 

in our Disney Musical production of “The Jungle 
Book.” Our sixth grade class was able to experience 
a winter wonderland during Outdoor Science 
Camp in Big Bear. Through our GRIP Program and 
partnership with the OC District Attorney’s Office, 
Newhope students benefit from anti-bullying and 
drug prevention education, one-on-one mentoring, 
parent morning greeters, and access to a variety of 
student incentives, which included a soccer camp 
during spring break and a visit to the Angel Stadium 
for a professional game. Newhope is grateful for our 
wonderful teachers, families and community partners 
who all work together to provide students with 
opportunities to be successful and happy.

Newhope Elementary School
4419 W. Regent Dr., Santa Ana, CA 92704 • 714/663-6581 • newhope.ggusd.us

Marcie Griffith
Principal

Tanya Avina
Principal

Kindergarten students learn about safety before riding on  
the school’s tricycles.

Murdy students enjoy celebrating the Lunar New Year  
by walking in the community Tet Parade.
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6th Grade AVID Achievers
At Northcutt, we take pride 

in making sure all of our sixth 
grade students participate in 
and complete our College and 
Career Mentoring Program 
(CCMP). Our sixth grade 
students are excited to 
work with college mentors 
who attended Northcutt 

Elementary and other GGUSD schools and 
are now completing their education at top, 
four-year colleges. CCMP has an emphasis 
on AVID strategies that will prepare our 
students for success as a scholar now and 
well into the future when attending college. 
As a certified AVID school, our students 
are actively engaged in the important 
preparation that will assist them in meeting 
all A-G requirements when attending high 
school in GGUSD. This is just another 
example of how the Northcutt Bulldogs build 
community, commitment and character!

Northcutt Elementary School
11303 Sandstone St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 • 714/663-6537 • northcutt.ggusd.us

Brian Ladd
Principal

Mariners Making History
Over Spring Break, Pacifica High School’s 

NJROTC Program made history by earning 
fourth place out of 623 programs nationwide 
in the “Academic, Athletic, and Drill 
National Championships’’ 
held in Pensacola Florida. 
The NJROTC program 
qualified for the Navy 
Nationals by successfully 

competing in the Southern California 
Area Championships and the State 
Championships.

The NJROTC Nationals remain the 
most comprehensive test of overall JROTC 
training and performance in existence 
today. This year, many of the nation’s 
finest NJROTC units from all over the 
country participated in this exciting, 
two-day academic, athletic and drill 
competition. No competition in the world 
of JROTC provides a better test of all-
around program quality than the “Navy 
Nationals”.

The cadets worked incredibly hard over the summer, 
before and after school, and over the weekends and 
holidays to prepare. Attending and succeeding in the “Navy 
Nationals” is something the cadets and instructors will not 
soon forget!

Steve Osborne
Principal

Pacifica High School
6851 Lampson Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92845 • 714/663-6515 • www.pacificamariners.com

College mentors Grace Tran and Jenny Vu, and Northcutt 6th Grade Teacher, 
Susie Sikora help prepare Northcutt scholars with academic and personal skills 

for lifelong success.
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Finishing the Year Strong
Parkview Elementary School students 

have had a wonderful year learning grade 
level standards, participating in amazing 
field trips, 
learning about 
diverse cultures 
and using 
technology 
to explore 

lessons in various formats. 
In May, our 3rd-6th graders 
will be taking the annual 
California Assessment of 
Student Performance and 
Progress (CAASPP) test on 
their Chromebooks. For the 
past 6 years, Parkview has 
consistently outperformed 
the county and state averages 
in both Math and English 
Language Arts. In addition, 
most of our English Language 
Learners made progress on 

their ELPAC (English Language Proficiency Assessments 
in California) taken in March. We are extremely proud of 
all Parkview teachers and students and look forward to a 
strong end to the school year!

Ryan Baker
Principal

Parkview Elementary School
12272 Wilken Way, Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6266 • parkview.ggusd.us

Parkview students proudly showcase their Martin Luther King Jr. artwork.

Inclusive School Environment
In April, Paine hosted a 

Disability Awareness Week to 
celebrate differences and promote 
empathy, kindness and friendship. 
Throughout the week, students 
learned about disabilities that 
can affect a person’s everyday 
life. These lessons were taught 
through daily schoolwide 

announcements and classroom activities. At 
the end of the week, students rotated through 
different stations that respectfully simulated 
what it may be like to have an impairment. 
These hands-on activities gave students an 
understanding of the challenges those with 
disabilities may face. Paine considers this 
knowledge an important first step in creating 
a more accepting environment and serves 
as a reminder to students that their school 
is a place where everyone is valued. Paine is 
proud to inspire students to create an inclusive 
community, because inclusion is something that 
is within everyone’s ability!

Paine Elementary School
15792 Ward St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6118 • paine.ggusd.us

Charise Santana
Principal

At one of the Disability Awareness Stations, Paine students were able to 
experience what buttoning a shirt feels like to a person with physical disabilities.
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Supporting Student Success
What an exciting year it has been so far! 

At Peters K-3, students are beginning to 
explore the world of coding and robotics 
using hands-on STEAM learning. Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports 
(PBIS) are in full swing, with students 
being explicitly taught the expectations of 
being responsible, respectful, and safe in 
all school settings. Students are recognized 
for displaying outstanding character traits 

of Self Control, Empathy, Integrity, Grit, and Embracing 
Diversity at monthly Super Kid Assemblies led by our 
fabulous student council. Recently, students and families 
enjoyed Math and Science Night, Literacy Night, and 
students celebrated the Lunar New Year with a lion 
dance performance. The annual GATE orientation was a 
success, and all families are invited back onto campus for 
the Spring Family Barbecue at the end of April and Open 
House on May 18, 2023. Please stay up-to-date with the 
happenings at Peters K-3 by accessing the school website 
at https://petersk3.ggusd.us/, and remember to read those 
Parent Square messages. Panda Pride is strong at Peters 
K-3 Elementary.

Kyle Benham
Principal

K-3

Supporting Student Wellness
Patton is excited to share 

information about our Student 
Wellness Room that we have 
here on campus. Scholars 
have a designated positive and 
supportive room on campus 
to help support their mental 
health and over all wellbeing. 
Our beautiful Wellness Room is 

available to all scholars every day that school 
is in session. Our Aspire social work team is 
here to support every day. Some scholars stop 
by with the Aspire team to check in when 
support is needed and other scholars sometimes 
come by on a more regular basis with parent 
permission. Some scholars are also involved in 
different strategies to support their wellbeing 
during scheduled “Lunch Bunch” activities. 
The Patton Student Wellness Room is a part of 
the GGUSD Wellness program that was put in 
place as another layer of support for all GGUSD 
scholars.

Patton Elementary School
6861 Santa Rita Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92845 • 714/663-6584 • patton.ggusd.us

Kai Chang
Principal

Peters scholars engage in hands-on coding and robotics activities.

Patton Elementary students benefit from the school’s Wellness Room  
where they can receive counseling or other wellness resources.

Peters Elementary School (K-3)
13162 Newhope St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6085 • petersk3.ggusd.us
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Future Leaders
It is an exciting time 

at Peters 4-6 Elementary 
School! Our GATE 
program recently leveled 
up with new technology, 
outfitting classes with 
LEGO Spike. Our GATE 
students explored this new 
technology, challenging 
them to work collaboratively 

to build, code, engineer, and problem 
solve. The task at hand was to activate 
a swinging platform to move the Lego 
figure safely from one area to the next. 
What will be the task at hand next for our 
future engineers, scientists, innovators, 
and leaders? Engineering safer and more 
energy efficient vehicles of the future? 
Building infrastructure on the moon? 
Coding early detection apps to promote a 
healthy lifestyle? The path to innovation 
and discovery starts with student 
collaboration…one Lego task at a time!

Stephen Yoon
Principal

4-6

Post Scientists at Work
The scholars at Post elementary have had 

a busy year exploring complex topics related 
to science instruction. Students 
had opportunities for hands-on 
experiments and investigations. 
Some of the hands-on activities 
were done in the classrooms 
and often the activities took 
the class outdoors to have 

additional space to work. The experiments 
students participated in included mixing 
liquids to watch the reactions, building 
catapults to see how machines work, 
dissecting flowers to study the parts, and 
creating an ecosystem. In addition, sixth 
grade students had the opportunity to attend 
Outdoor Science School for three days in 
March. During the investigations, students 
annotated their thinking and discussed 
their observations in small groups. In order 
to support student learning, teachers have 
attended professional development with a 
focus on the best practices to implement the 

state’s new science standards. The interactive approach to 
learning about science keeps the Post scholars engaged and 
curious.

Post Elementary School
14641 Ward St., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/663-6354 • post.ggusd.us

Jamie Shippee
Principal

Peters 4-6 GATE students learn how to build, code,  
engineer and problem solve with hands-on activities.

Post students engage in hands-on activities during a recent science lesson.

Peters Elementary School (4-6)
13200 Newhope St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6070 • peters46.ggusd.us
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Fashion Week
The second annual Fashion 

Week at Rancho Alamitos High 
School was held in March. 
The overarching theme of 
Hollywood red carpet events 
inspired students to create and 
style looks for their friends and 
campus community. Culinary 
Arts provided hors d’oeuvres to 
VIP attendees and Rise Dance 

crew provided pre-show entertainment. This 
year the Fashion Design Club in coordination 
with Graphic Design students, created croquis 
sketches of ready to wear and formal gowns 
that were printed as posters and recreated 
with fabrics and finishing techniques. In a 
mere 4 weeks, design students collaborated to 
create life-size paper and fabric garments that 
walked the runway with 10 student models. 
Following the multi-media display, student 
models took to the runway showcasing the 
styles, makeup, accessories, and colors that are 
currently on trend in the city of Hollywood.

Mary Jane 
Hibbard
Principal

Rancho Alamitos High School
11351 Dale St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 • 714/663-6415 • www.ranchoalamitoshs.com

Students modeled formal gowns designed by students  
during Fashion Week at Rancho Alamitos High School.

Powerful Support for All Students
Ralston is a proud PBIS school, offering 

various positive behavior supports to 
encourage academic and personal success. 
Our PBIS tiered supports meet the needs 
of all students. School-wide we implement 
tier-one supports such as PRIDE tickets, 
PBIS student store, and assemblies for both 
enrichment and to review expectations. We 
provide advisement lessons on motivation, 

bullying, and respect, 
and a variety of 
recognitions to reward 
students for academic 
success such as Scholar 
of the Week, benchmark 
ribbons, and mental 
health lessons delivered 
in the classroom by our 
mental health team. 
Focusing on more Tier 2 
PBIS support, we created 
a Care Team focusing on 
student referrals for Tier 

2 support. We have been able to provide more individual 
counseling, check in-check outs with teachers or our 
Assistant Principal for behavior or attendance concerns, 
academic advisement meetings with our school counselor, 
teacher mentoring, personal invitations, and parent contact 
for students to join our after-school interventions or 
enrichment classes, and adding college tutors to connect 
and support particular classes. Ralston is proud of all the 
support we have implemented for students to succeed 
academically and behaviorally.

Ralston Intermediate School
10851 Lampson Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6366 • ralston.ggusd.us

Feather Hocking
Principal

Ralston’s CARE team, including the school administrators, counselor, psychologist and  
ASPIRE social worker, meet to discuss the school’s ongoing efforts to support student wellness.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Opportunities Abound
It has been an exciting year at Riverdale 

Tech Academy. Riverdale offers many 
different opportunities 
for students to showcase 
their unique talents. 
This year students put 
on a show-stopping 
performance of The 
Jungle Book through the 

Disney Musical in Schools program, 
showcasing the talents of over 50 
students. The students performed 
the spectacular production for three 
nights to sold-out crowds. New this 
year, students were introduced to the 
legendary composer Johann Sebastian 
Bach through classroom lessons, 
assemblies, and concerts from the 
Orange County Pacific Symphony 
ClassAct Program. This year Riverdale 
Tech Academy was also recognized 
as an Apple Distinguished School for 
its innovative use of the iPad in the 

classroom and at home. To stay up to date on everything 
happening at Riverdale Tech Academy, follow us on 
Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook @RiverdaleGGUSD

Chris Ash
Principal

Riverdale Tech Academy
13222 Lewis St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6563 • riverdale.ggusd.us

Learning at  
Science Camp

For the first time in 
Rosita history, sixth 
graders attended 
Outdoor Science 
School from March 
22 - 24, 2023! With the 
help of fundraising 
and PTO support 
students participated 

in a variety of outdoor activities 
including digging in a replica coal 
mine, archery, rock climbing, 
ziplining, hiking, singing at the 
campfire, eating smores, staying 
in cabins and building lifelong 
friendships with their sixth grade 
classmates. After their return, 
scholars and parents expressed how 
meaningful and unforgettable the 
experience was. We look forward to 
continuing the tradition for future 
sixth graders for years to come.

Cheryl DeLos 
Reyes-Ruiz

Principal

Rosita Elementary School
4726 W. Hazard Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92703 • 714/663-6418 • rosita.ggusd.us

Riverdale students delivered a fantastic performance of Disney’s The Jungle Book.

Rosita students took science learning outdoors and had an opportunity to zipline  
during their outdoor science camp field trip.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Supporting Students through 
Extended Learning

Santiago offers an array 
of Extended Learning 
Opportunities consisting of 
support for academics, socio-
emotional, and college and 
career preparation. Academic 
supports include Library 
Tutoring open at 7:00 a.m. and 

after school until 6:15 p.m., targeted tutoring 
in Algebra and Geometry, and support for 
English Learners in Reading and Writing 
skills. Credit Recovery and APEX classes are 
available for A-G class support. Academic 
support is also available for our students in 
Advanced Placement courses for college credit. 
Mindfulness opportunities include Wellness 
Wednesdays, Tai Chai, Mindfulness and Clay 
Play, Artists Club, and Mindfulness with dance 
(Folklorico). To help students prepare for 
lifelong success with college and career readiness skills, 
Santiago offers College Boost mentors to assist with college 
applications and financial aid. A Financial Literacy Series 

was introduced in April to learn about bank accounts, 
financing, and life-long skills. These ELOs help create 
school connectedness and a welcoming environment.

Santiago High School
12342 Trask Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6215 • www.santiagohs.org

Christine Pijl
Principal

Santiago hosted a College Signing Day event to celebrate  
the plans of its college-bound seniors.

Supporting and Growing Together
Russell Elementary Language Academy 

is proudly implementing a schoolwide 
focus on college readiness through AVID 
in addition to our dual 
language vision. We have 
assembled a team of 
six motivated teachers 
who attended the 
Summer AVID Institute 

in 2022 and who are now leading 
the way in training the rest of our 
exceptional staff on key Elementary 
AVID strategies that support students 
and increase success. The AVID team 
has strategically planned, surveyed 
the staff, and presented various topics 
during our monthly staff meetings. We 
have focused on inquiry which leads 
to intentional, rigorous questioning. 
This has resulted in higher level 
thinking and application of academic 
discussions which support language 
acquisition. We are so proud of our 

staff as we continue to promote a schoolwide culture of 
supporting and learning from each other. In turn, we 
are confident that this will increase rigor which leads to 
academic and lifelong success.

Carol Haase
Principal

Russell Elementary Language Academy
600 S. Jackson St., Santa Ana, CA 92704 • 714/663-6151 • russell.ggusd.us

Russell Elementary students are ready to compete  
in the Orange County Academic Pentathlon.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Kindness Matters at Simmons
Simmons Elementary School students 

and staff recently participated in The Great 
Kindness Challenge as part of our ongoing 
partnership with the Anti-Defamation 
League for recognition as a No Place For 
Hate school for the fourth year in a row. The 
week started with students taking a pledge 
to be kind, accepting, and supportive of all 
community members. Throughout the week, 

students participated in various kindness activities. Each 
student completed a kindness checklist that included 
positive actions like: smiling at others, learning to say hello 
in a new language, sitting with a new group of kids at lunch, 
or helping a younger student. Students visited kindness 
stations at recess, working to build a schoolwide kindness 
chain with written messages about things they can do 
every day to make our school an awesome place to be. Even 
our friendly Garden Grove police officers got involved by 
visiting classrooms to read to students.

Jaemie Johnson
Principal

Simmons Elementary School
11602 Steele Dr., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6096 • simmons.ggusd.us

Blooming Artists
Spring got off to a beautiful 

start with our second annual 
Family Art Night and Art Show. 
This year the focus was on 
process art and our students 
along with their families were 
able to create works of art 
using different media including 
marble art, fly swatter painting, 

texture art, washi tape collages and a group 
chalk mosaic design. Our preschool students 
were very proud to share their displayed art 
work which was inspired by master artists like 
Van Gogh, Picasso, Mondrian and Kandinsky. 
Just like Michelangelo when painting the 
Sistine Chapel ceiling, one class laid on their 
backs underneath tables to create their works 
of art! A truly inventive way to make real-
world connections for our students. Creativity 
and innovation are in full bloom at Skylark 
Preschool!

Cammy Devereux
Principal

Skylark Preschool
11250 MacMurray Ave, Garden Grove, CA 92841 • 714/663-6336 • skylark.ggusd.us

Skylark families enjoyed coming together to help their  
little ones create art at the school’s Family Art Night.

Garden Grove Police Officers volunteered to read in classrooms during Kindness Week at Simmons Elementary School.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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A Focus on Family Engagement
It has been a fun-filled year of learning at 

Stanley Elementary. We have worked closely 
with our PTA to establish new traditions that 
bring the joy of 
learning to both 
our students 
and our families. 
We started the 
year by hosting 

a Meet the Principal event 
where families could come 
and create a tile for our Tile 
Wall, we held our First Annual 
Trunk-or-Treat event, Pancakes 
with Santa, Lunch with a Loved 
One, and a Family Art night. 
These events have fostered a 
feeling of community here on 
campus. Mrs. Balius led our 
Family Art Night with over 100 
people in attendance! Everyone 
had a great time embracing 
their creativity and meeting 

other Stanley families. We look forward to continuing 
these traditions at Stanley Elementary and finding ways to 
involve our community in helping our students to thrive in 
their journey to be lifelong learners!

Angie Balius
Principal

Stanley Elementary School
12201 Elmwood St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6484 • stanley.ggusd.us

Family Art Night at Stanley Elementary School was well-attended  
with dozens of families working together on their artistic creations.

Supporting Student Wellness
GGUSD has partnered with the ASPIRE 

social work program to support social and 
emotional well-being, including counseling 
programs, supporting resiliency through 
trauma-informed teaching practices, and 
hosting monthly wellness webinars for 
students and families. Our Stanford ASPIRE 
team supports students by providing our 
school 

with a counselor, 
social worker and 
social work interns 
five days a week to 
provide site-based 
mental health 
services. Our ASPIRE 
team also works with 
Stanford teachers 
to deliver lessons in 
the classroom that 
support students’ 
social-emotional 
wellbeing.

Our Stanford Wellness Center opened early in 2023. 
It is a safe and supportive environment where students 
can enjoy a quiet place to process emotions and receive 
services such as one-on-one counseling, support groups 
and crisis intervention. Our Wellness Center supports a 
schoolwide culture of supporting one another, having a 
growth mindset, and taking on challenging tasks. We know 
that by supporting student wellbeing, they will continue to 
soar toward greater academic growth.

Jamie Wells
Principal

Stanford Elementary School
12721 Magnolia St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 • 714/663-6458 • stanford.ggusd.us

Stanford Elementary School hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony  
to celebrate the opening of its new Wellness Center.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Learning Beyond the Classroom
We were happy to offer students 

opportunities for extended learning 
at Sunnyside. Teachers, instructional 
aides, and our community liaison 
went above and beyond to provide 
before and after school intervention 
and enrichment opportunities for 
students. Scholars participated in 
Robotics, STEM, Math problem solving 

and fluency, focused writing, Reading fluency and 
comprehension classes, as well as a Yearbook Club. 
All of the classes had a Social Emotional Learning 
component which contributed to our students’ 
overall success. New to our school this year was 
the Yearbook Club, established by our Vietnamese 
Community Liaison, Katy. Students met every Friday 
afternoon to create beautiful pages for the yearbook 
utilizing a publishing application. It was fun to have 
students at every school event taking pictures. They 
learned important skills in leadership, collaboration, 
and creativity as they worked together to create a 
special school memory that will be cherished by our 
community for years to come.

Susie Dollbaum
Principal

Sunnyside Elementary School
9972 Russell Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92844 • 714/663-6158 • sunnyside.ggusd.us

Sunnyside students work together using a publishing platform  
to create pages for the school’s yearbook.

Violette Elementary School
12091 Lampson Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6203 • violette.ggusd.us

Bringing Writing to Life
Violette Elementary School is putting a 

focus on student writing this year, and the 
results have been impressive. Teachers 
have been working hard to motivate 
students by giving them choices in their 
topics, audiences, and publishing formats. 
This has helped to engage students and 
get them excited about writing. One of 
the highlights of this effort was a recent 

schoolwide assembly where The Imagination Machine 
performed student writing pieces. The students were 
thrilled to see their work brought to life on stage, and 
the audience was equally impressed with the quality 
of the writing. To support teachers in this effort, K-6 
TOSAs (Teachers on Special Assignment) provided 
professional development to help teachers develop 
effective strategies for motivating students to write. 
With this support, teachers have been able to create a 
writing-rich environment that encourages creativity 
and helps students develop their writing skills. Overall, 
Violette Elementary School’s focus on student writing 
has been a great success, and the school is looking 
forward to continuing this effort in the years to come.

Sarah Van Dam
Principal

Students watch with excitement as one of their stories is  
performed live by The Imagination Machine.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://sunnyside.ggusd.us
https://violette.ggusd.us


May 2023  45Garden Grove Unified School diStrict www.schoolnewsrollcall.coM

Supporting Student Growth
Wakeham had a great year! Our theme this 

year was “A New Year, A New Adventure!” 
We worked to guide all of our students to 
succeed in our three goals: academic skills, 
personal skills, and lifelong success. All 
teachers provided intervention for students 
in their class who 
were academically 
struggling as well as 

provided enrichment opportunities 
for students academically 
exceeding. We ran Extended 
Day programs every trimester, 
letting data lead the way. With the 
Extended Day programs, students 
were able to receive extra academic 
support after school based on their 
unique needs. The ASPIRE social 
work program allowed us to develop 
our students’ personal skills through 
whole class lessons on various 
social-emotional topics, small 
groups that developed social skills, 

as well as one-on-one counseling. We further developed 
our school-wide PBIS program promoting expectations for 
positive behavior. We worked toward our lifelong success 
goal by improving attendance and focusing on college and 
career readiness. Our College and Career week included 
family members sharing their careers and a career costume 
day where students dressed up in a career of their choice.

Wakeham Elementary School
7772 Chapman Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92841 • 714/663-6407 • wakeham.ggusd.us

Students loved dressing up to answer the question, 
“what do you want to be when you grow up?”

Sarah Mershon
Principal

Coming Together  
to Support Students

Our Virtual Learning 
Academy students come to 
campus at various times 
during the year for in person 
testing. Our secondary 
students came to the Lincoln 
Education Center campus to 
take district benchmarks in 

order to demonstrate their mastery of content 
standards. After testing, students were 
invited to attend a Pizza Social to spend time 
with fellow students and VLA staff. Students 
and staff enjoyed a pizza lunch, listened to 
music and played board games. They had 
fun reconnecting with friends and many of 
them forged new friendships. Misha, GGPD’s 
emotional support dog, made an appearance 
with Officer Julienne and students enjoyed 
petting and interacting with Misha at the 
social. It is always wonderful to have the VLA 
students on campus to interact and socialize 
with staff in person.

Virtual Learning Academy
11262 Garden Grove Blvd., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6292 • vla.ggusd.us

Ruth Dietze
Principal

Virtual Learning Academy students enjoyed a Pizza Party  
after taking district benchmark tests.
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Science at Sea
Walton Wildcats embarked on an 

unforgettable journey to Catalina Island 
Marine Institute this past February. 
The three-day Science Camp not only 
challenged students to gain a deeper 
understanding of marine science, but 
also prompted them to learn more about 
themselves and their impact in the 
world. Students stayed engaged through 

a combination of daytime and nighttime activities. 
During the day, students rotated through a series of 
inquiry-based activities, including the plankton, shark 
and invertebrate labs. Students cringed or squealed 
with delight as they pet sea hares, sea cucumbers 
and other creatures. To test their physical agility, 
students participated in daytime hikes and rock 
wall climbing. Of course, snorkeling was quite the 
extraordinary experience. Students suited up and 
dove in for a memorable ocean adventure. Some brave 
souls even embarked on a nighttime snorkeling dive 
in search of bioluminescent creatures. New learning 
and friendships were developed, along with a greater 
appreciation for the sea.

Walton Intermediate School
12181 Buaro St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6040 • walton.ggusd.us

Unified Champions
Warren Elementary is proud to have held 

its first Disability Awareness Day event and 
to announce that it has become a Special 
Olympics Unified Champions 
School. This accomplishment 
recognizes the efforts made 
towards promoting inclusion 
and understanding for students 
with disabilities. The Disability 

Awareness Day event was organized to raise 
awareness about the challenges faced by 
people with disabilities and to foster empathy 
among students. The event included activities, 
such as sensory stations, wheelchair basketball, 
and a sign language workshop. Students were 
encouraged to participate in a pledge to show 
kindness and respect towards everyone. 
By becoming a Special Olympics Unified 
Champions School, Warren Elementary has 
committed to creating an inclusive school 
community that promotes respect, dignity, 
and equality for all students. Warren will be 
offering Unified Sports programs, which brings 

together students with and without disabilities to compete 
in sports and develop meaningful friendships. Warren 
Elementary is proud to promote inclusivity and acceptance 
and providing opportunities for all students to thrive.

Chris Holland
Principal

Warren Elementary School
12871 Estock Dr., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6331 • warren.ggusd.us

Abbie Stirone
Principal

Students gained a new perspective and deeper sense of empathy  
during the school’s Disability Awareness Day.

Walton students prepare to go snorkeling during their Science Camp  
at Catalina Island Marine Institute.
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Inspiring Young Writers
Oh the feeling to become a 

published author. The definition 
of a published author at our 
school is to write an authentic 
piece, have it bound in a book 
with other young authors, 
read your story out loud to a 
public audience and then sell 
it to the public. Well these 

fourteen young authors recently did that. 
They wrote, read their piece aloud to a public 
audience, had their story bound with other 
author stories, and sold their collective book. 
This joyous and studious event occurs five 
times a year at Zeyen Elementary School. 
The pieces the students write and publish 
are directly connected to the genre they are 
studying in their class. Students from every 
grade are eligible (TK-6) to submit their 
authentic piece. After each reading session, 
the students leave feeling accomplished and 
proud of their work. We are proud to support 
our young writers throughout the school year.

Zeyen Elementary School
12081  Magnolia St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 • 714/663-6535 • zeyen.ggusd.us

Gary Gerstner
Principal

Zeyen Elementary School inspires students to become published authors.

Celebrating our Unified 
Champion School

Woodbury Elementary 
School has earned the 
recognition as a Unified 
Champion School by 
the Special Olympics of 
Southern California for its 
unified physical education 
program that brings general 

education and special education students 
together. We held a special assembly to 
celebrate the distinction as the district’s 
first elementary unified champion school 
that is focused on promoting social 
inclusion by bringing together students 
with and without intellectual disabilities 
through sports and other activities.

Woodbury has spearheaded a variety 
of unified initiatives thanks to the 
leadership of Adapted Physical Education 
Teacher Brittany Schmitt that have included Disability 
Awareness Day (learning empathy for others), Young 
Athletes (unified PE time), Unified 100 Mile Club, and Hero 

Helpers (upper grade students assisting MS classrooms 
during lunch). A school-wide Special Olympics event will 
happen during the spring. Unified Champions is a great 
example of Tiger P.R.I.D.E.

Chris Francis
Principal

Woodbury Elementary School
11362 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92843 • 714/663-6461 • woodbury.ggusd.us

District leaders, school administrators and students celebrate the distinction  
as a Unified Champion School during a special assembly.
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Fun Things and Places—Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put GGUSD in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by June 15, 2023
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble!

CARNIVAL

HOME

SCHOOL

PARK

SLIDES

SWINGS

ROAD TRIP

PARTY

MOVIE

POOL

FOREST

CAMP

SEASHORE

FARM

ZOO

HIKE

BIKE RIDE

REUNION

CRUISE

SKATING

VIDEOS

Congratulations to Jason Bernal
Winner of our November Word Search Contest!

Rockview Family Farms proudly serves schools 
throughout Southern California. Choosing local means 

fresh, delicious, and nutritious milk for your family! 
Dairy and dairy-free options now at a store near you.

www.RockviewFarms.com

RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW

Bilingual (English/Spanish)
Ages: New Born-5 years old
Meals provided (parents provide snacks & fruits)

Yessika Magdaleno 
little� owers1@aol.com

12782 Twintree Ln., Garden Grove, CA92840
www.little� owersfamilychildcare.com | 714-971-8004

Child Care • Preschool
Before & After School Programs
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