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April 28th - Pancakes and Pj's
KIDSKIDS NIGHTNIGHT OUTTTOUT

AACCTTIIVVE DAY CCAAMMPPACTIVE DAY CAMP

 
La Habra Recreation                  LaHabraRecreationDivision                        @LaHabraRec  

 www.lahabraca.gov                   562-383-4200                    LH Community Center: 101 W. La Habra Blvd.w

4/28 - Jurassic World Domination at Portola Park
5/19 - Puss In Boots: The Last Wish at El Centro Park
6/16 - Sonic the Hedgehog 2 at Oeste Park
7/21 - Black Panther: Wakanda Forever at Portola Park
8/1 - Lightyear at Portola Park
8/18 - The Super Mario Bros. Movie at El Centro Park
9/8 - Minions: The Rise of Gru at Oeste Park

Online fees apply

5/13 -  Mother's Day Paint & Sip at Children's Museum
5/19 -  Movie in the Park:  Puss in Boots:  The Last Wish
5/27 -  Splash Pads Open/PARTY IN THE PARK  at Oeste & Brio
5/27 -  Space Neighbors Summer Kick-Off at Children's Museum
6/16 -  Movie in the Park:  Sonic the Hedgehog 2 at Oeste
6/17 -  PBS Summer Learning Day at Children's Museum
7/4 - Fourth of July Celebration  at La Bonita Park
7/6 - Concert in the Park:  Journey USA at Portola Park
7/13 -  Concert in the Park:  Billy Nation at Portola Park
7/20 -  Concert in the Park:  Mariachi Divas at Portola Park
7/21 -  Movie in the Park:  Black Panther:  Wakanda Forever
7/27 -  Concert in the Park:  Jumping Jack Flash at Portola
8/1 -  National Night Out  at Portola Park
8/3 -  Concert in the Park:  Modern Highway at Portola Park
8/18 -  Movie in the Park:  Super Mario Bros.  at El  Centro
8/25 -  Kids Night Out at Community Center
9/8 -  Movie in the Park:  The Rise of Gru at Oeste
9/23 -  Love La Habra at Portola

JOIN US THISJOIN US THIS                    !!!!!!

OPEN FOR THE SUMMER SEASON BEGINNING
SATURDAY, MAY 27TH!

 

Open daily from 11 A.M.- 7 P.M.

SPLASH PADSSPLASH PADS 
AAAAAT OESTE & BRIO PARKAT OESTE & BRIO PARK

$20

A night JUST FOR THE KIDS! Join us for a
fun-filled evening featuring DINNER,
snacks, GAMES, CRAFTS, and a movie!  

6:00 to 10:30 P.M.at the 
Children's Museum at LH
301 S. Euclid St.

Limited space, register early.
Pre-registration is required.

 REGISTER HERE

Join us for a fun experience, as you explore, learn,
and enjoy new adventures through arts and crafts,

games, enrichment activities, assemblies, and
excursions! Breakfast, lunch, and two snacks are

included. Weekly rates only. No daily rates.

EXCURSIONS
June 7th -  Bolsa Chica Beach
June 14th -  Big Air Trampoline Park
June 21st -  Irvine Regional Park & Zoo
June 28th -  Discovery Cube
July 5th -  Special Assembly at Camp
July 12th -  Medieval Times
July 19th -  Huntington State Beach
July 26th -  Camelot Golfland
August 2nd -  La Mirada Splash
August 9th -  Color Me Mine at Camp

LAA HABRAALA HABRA
THE CITY OF LA HABRA'S COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT PRESENTS

FOR MORE DETAILS ON EVENTS & PROGRAMS, VISIT US AT:

THIESE EVENTS ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT. THE SCHOOL DISTRICT DOES NOT ENDORSE OR SPONSOR THESE ACTIVITIES. 

Ages 4-12 yrs.

(Geared to 4-10 yrs).

Limited Space! 

Register today!

June 5-August 11
(Closed on Tuesday, July 4th)

Monday - Friday
7:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.

$45 - Registration Fee
(Includes Camp T-Shirt) 

$175 Per Week
Sibling Discount

$165 Per WeekFo
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2023 MOVIES IN THE PARK SERIES

Come enjoy some fun and free pre-movie activities starting
at 6:00 p.m.! Bring a blanket & lawn chair. Concessions

available for sale. Movie will begin at sundown.

http://lahabraca.gov
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As we return for the final months of the 
school year, I want to express my gratitude 
to all our students, staff, and families for 
continuing to challenge each other (as we 
stated at the start of the year) to dream big 
and shine bright! Our schools’ commitment 
to student learning and supporting social-
emotional well-being will be instrumental as 
we finish strong to end the school year.

We look forward to the end of the 
school year where many student activities, 

celebrations, and areas to show academic excellence are 
scheduled. The upcoming state tests will provide our 
LHCSD staff and students the opportunity to showcase 
their hard work in teaching and learning we have 
witnessed daily in the classrooms. Promotion ceremonies, 
academic and fun assemblies, field trips and field days are 
all being prepared by our staff as we finish the 2022-23 
school year strong.

Without the hard work and cooperation of our families 
and the devoted LHCSD team, we would not have achieved 
all the results we have. I’m grateful. Thank you!

Dr. Mario A. 
Carlos

Superintendent

Finish Strong

Cynthia
Aguirre
Member

Ofelia
Hanson
President

Susan Kolberg- 
Pritchard, Ph.D.

Member

Emily
Pruitt

Clerk / Vice President 

Adam
Rogers
Member

Board of Education

Putting our Learning to the Test
One of the greatest soccer players, Pelé, once said, 

“Success is no accident, it is hard work, perseverance, 
learning, studying, sacrifice, and most of all, love of what 
you are doing”. As we near the start of state testing, all 
students in grades three through eight will have the 
opportunity to demonstrate 
their learning. The results 
of these assessments will 
identify where students 
are doing well and where 
they may need more 
support in the areas of 
English Language Arts and 
Mathematics. Students in 
grades five and eight will 
also be assessed in the area 
of Science.

These adaptive computer 
based assessments are 
given over multiple days, 
allowing for breaks in 
testing to give students the 
best opportunity to exhibit 

their learning throughout the year. All school sites provide 
incentives for students before, during, and after testing 
to motivate and reward them for their hard work and 
perseverance.

We are confident in the outcome of our students and 
wish them well as they “Rock the Test!”

State Testing

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://lahabraca.gov
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Dr. Carlos begins this issue 
with his Finish Strong message 
on page 3. As you read the articles 
in this issue you will see students 
are engaged and focused on 
finishing the school year strong. 

The month of March celebrated 
reading and Dr. Seuss’ birthday.  
Los Positos (page 10) has an 
innovative way to celebrate 
reading with a Booknic – picnic 
and book exchange. 

The word search contest is on 
page 12 (all ages may enter).

Be sure to include the library 
among your activities this 
summer. 

Our next issue is October 4.

Neta Madison

Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher

Education + Communication = A Better Nation
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ONE UNIVERSITY DRIVE, ORANGE, CA 92866
MUSIC@CHAPMAN.EDU | (714) 997-6871

CHAPMAN.EDU/MUSIC

BEST. SUMMER. EVER.
Chapman Summer Music Camps for High School Students

INSTRUMENTAL 
MUSIC CAMP
for woodwinds, brass, and percussion

JUNE 12–16, 2023

Scan code to learn more or visit
Chapman.edu/instrumental-camp

Scan code to learn more or visit
Chapman.edu/vocal-camp

VOCAL 
MUSIC CAMP

JUNE 19–23, 2023

COMMUTER & RESIDENTIAL OPTIONS!  |  REGISTRATION CLOSES MAY 1, 2023

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
https://www.chapman.edu/copa/music/index.aspx
https://www.chapman.edu/copa/music/festivals/instrumental-camp.aspx
https://www.chapman.edu/copa/music/festivals/vocal-camp.aspx
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Success Starts in Early Learning
Early Learning continues to build and 

support strong children and families! As the 
students move on to the next phase of their 
education, we are focused on their growth 
and learning. Students learn how to interact 
with others, be independent, and share 
resources in our School Readiness classes. 
Many of the children 
in our School 

Readiness program will start 
transitional kindergarten (TK) and 
kindergarten in the La Habra City 
School District.

The Early Learning TK 
students making the transition to 
kindergarten are celebrated by 
the staff. Their language, play, and 
peer connections have all grown. 
The La Habra City School District’s 
Early Learning students have a 
firm grasp of the fundamentals and 
are prepared to flourish in TK and 
kindergarten!

Success starts in La Habra City School District’s TK and 
kindergarten classrooms! In order to enroll in TK, children 
must turn four years old by August 31, 2023, or earlier. 
Children must be five years old on or before September 1, 
2023, to be eligible to enroll in kindergarten. We are eager 
to assist your family and children! Families who wish to 
enroll in TK and kindergarten for the 2023–2024 academic 
year can call the Early Learning office at (562) 690–2386.

Debbye Viveros
Coordinator

School Readiness
301 W. Las Lomas Dr., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2386 

www.lahabraschools.org

Learning sensory skills 

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://fmalahabra.com
https://www.lahabrasbestsummercamp.com/optin1615904885234
https://www.lahabrasbestsummercamp.com/optin1615904885234


www.schoolnewsrollcAll.com La Habra City SCHooL DiStriCt 6  April 2023  

Expanded Learning Opportunities
With the District’s Expanded 

Learning Opportunities 
Programs(ELOP) running strong at 
all school sites, all students have had 
the opportunity to engage in before 
and after school programs as well as 
field-trip excursions on Saturdays, and 
intersession programming at the Boys 
& Girls Club of La Habra. Highlights of 

our before and after school programs have included 
various hands-on creative activities, sports and other 
types of physical activity, visual and performing arts, 
digital creation and design, robotics and drones, and 
tutoring in all academic subjects. Saturday excursions 
have included trips to the Newport Sea Base, the 
Natural History Museum, Irvine Ranch, Oso Lake, and 
Segerstrom Performing Arts Center.

The opportunities mentioned above will continue 
through the summer during our ELOP Summer 
Building Relationships & Innovation to Develop 
Growth in Education (BRIDGE) program. All 
students, including our incoming kindergarten 
students have been invited to participate in 18 days of 
summer learning and fun!

ELOP
500 N. Walnut St., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2305 

www.lahabraschools.org

Emily Flesher
Director

 Students from Sierra Vista School’s ELOP Drone Club.

Wellness Wednesday
This year, the La Habra City School District 

has provided monthly parent/caregiver 
workshops called Wellness Wednesdays. 
Our school psychologists and counselors 
have partnered up to help parents support 
their students’ education and wellness as 
well as their own. Wellness Wednesdays are 
designed to provide valuable information and 
strategies for parents/caregivers and to have 
time to connect and share ideas with others. 

Topics that have been covered so far include strengthening 
family relationships, gratitude through the holidays, social 
media safety, drug prevention, and healthy communication. 
Wellness Wednesdays have been offered both in person 
and by Zoom, and our team looks forward to this continued 
parent outreach next school year.

Our community liaisons have been supporting food 
distributions at various school sites Districtwide. In 
partnership with the Second Harvest Food Bank of 
Orange County, there have been food distributions once 
a month at Las Positas, El Cerrito, and Washington 
Middle School. The first Wednesday of the month, food is 
distributed at Las Positas; the second Wednesday, food is 
distributed at El Cerrito; and the third Wednesday, food 
is distributed at Washington. All families are welcome, 
and there is no need to provide any ID or address 
verification to pick up the food. Community liaisons, along 
with volunteers that include parents and middle school 
students, help with the food distribution. Each week, they 
serve approximately 150-180 families at each school site. 
The middle school Parent Teacher Student Association 
(PTSA) donated bags for families to use for the food 
pick-up.

Jessica 
Stout-Ryder

Lead

District Wellness
500 N. Walnut St., La Habra, CA 90632 • 562/690-2344x302 

www.lahabraschools.org

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Finishing Strong  
while Having Fun!

It is hard to believe that there 
are only two months remaining 
of this school year! We have had a 
fantastic year, and we still have a 
ton of fun and learning ahead of 
us. We recently completed seven 
performances of our Lion King Jr. 
musical, and we anticipate more 
live performances at our Arbolita 

Arts Festival on Friday, May 29 from 5:00-8:00 
p.m. Please join us!

Our second eight-week session of our before 
and after-school EPIC (Engaging Programs 
Impacting Children) programs has begun. In 
addition to participating in after-school athletics, 
our children also take part in run club, NASA Mad 
Science, chemistry, cake decorating, and more. 
The Newport Sea Base and Oso Lake field trips for our 
children were fantastic, and they still have one more field 
trip planned to Irvine Lake. These additional enrichment 
and intervention options have been quite beneficial for our 
students, and they will continue throughout the summer.

As the school year draws to a close, we pause to consider 
all of the good things that happened this year as well as 
the areas where we may grow and develop in the upcoming 
school year. At Arbolita, we appreciate the help from our 
family, neighborhood, and District. Here’s to finishing 
2022-2023 strong!

Jennifer 
McCully Rodriguez

Principal

Arbolita (TK—6) Visual & Performing Arts Academy
1001 E. Brookdale Ave., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2352 • www.lahabraschools.org/arbolita

Examining microscopes!

Rockview Family Farms proudly serves schools 
throughout Southern California. Choosing local means 

fresh, delicious, and nutritious milk for your family! 
Dairy and dairy-free options now at a store near you.

www.RockviewFarms.com

RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW

By Kay Coop | Illustrated by Melanie Florio

Grandma, Why Do You Have 
Cracks In Your Face?

Now 
Available on 

AMAZON 
& BARNES 

AND NOBLE

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://strawberryfestival.org
https://www.rockviewfarms.com
https://fultonbooks.com/books/?book=grandma-why-do-you-have-cracks-in-your-face?


www.schoolnewsrollcAll.com La Habra City SCHooL DiStriCt 8  April 2023  

End of the Year Activities
At Imperial Middle School we just finished 

our 2nd trimester of the 2022-2023 academic 
year. Around 140 
students received Honor 
Roll (3.5 GPA or higher) 
and High Honor Roll (4.0 
GPA). Together with the 
exceptional academic 
performance, we also 

highlighted our success in music and 
athletics. Our Concert Band, under 
the direction of Mr. Carvajal-Beck, 
received an Excellent rating at our 
most recent music festival held at 
Beckman High School in Irvine. To 
get to this point, our Concert Band 
students, mostly eighth graders, 
have worked diligently over the last 
three academic years. This is the first 
music festival IMS has participated in 
and the top rating of Superior is just 
around the corner. As we head into 
the last trimester, students in eighth 

grade are preparing to advance to high school. Many have 
met with high school counselors and determined their 
programs of interest. Students have prepared for our park 

picnic and promotion party as well as 
being fitted for their graduation gowns. 
Both the boys’ and girls’ soccer teams 
are starting their final season in our 
athletics. Over 100 students tried out 
for afterschool sports. This season, our 
girls’ soccer team went undefeated all 
the way up to their final game against 
our sister school Washington Middle 
School. With the completion of our state-
wide end-of-year assessment, we will 
finish strong. Our theme for the school 
year was Mission Possible and with the 
restart of the state assessment, our last 
year’s eighth-grade students were able to 
increase their academic scores after two 
years without state testing. As a newly 
authorized IB Middle Years Program, 
we are excited to witness the higher 
accomplishment level our students will 
reach in the coming years.

Erik Bagger
Principal

Imperial (6—8) International Baccalaureate & Visual Performing Arts
1450 S. Schoolwood Dr., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2344 • www.lahabraschools.org/imperial

Preparing for Promotion

Doing Hard Things
Colin Powell said, “If you are going to 

achieve excellence in big things, you develop 
the habit in little matters.” Our El Cerrito 
community is committed to inspiring 
confident 
learners who 
take risks in 
a caring and 
supportive 

environment. We strive to 
provide the highest level of 
academic excellence in all 
subject areas. High standards 
and expectations are visible 
in all classrooms on a daily 
basis. Students showcase their 
learning through projects, 
oral presentations, and their 
love for learning. From our 
Code to the Future Computer 
Science Magnet Program to 
focusing on the arts with Art 
Masters and Class Act Music 

Program, El Cerrito students are exposed to enriching 
classroom activities that will help them finish strong for 
the future in any field they choose. With the guidance and 
support of school staff, and family members at home, our 
students know that they can do hard things!

Deanna Putnam
Principal

El Cerrito (TK—6) Code to the Future (Computer Science)
1051 N. Hillside, La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2340 • www.lahabraschools.org/elcerrito

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com


April 2023  9La Habra City SCHooL DiStriCt www.schoolnewsrollcAll.com

Finishing Strong!
Students had the chance 

to show off their hard work to 
families and the community 
during Open House. Students 
gladly led the tours of the 
classrooms and demonstrated 
their leadership abilities 
by doing so.  Our teachers 
highlighted the fabulous 

learning environments that support 
bilingualism, bi-literacy, and biculturalism 
and were able to facilitate a beautiful evening 
of learning. Mrs. Sulen Rodriguez, our 
wonderful community liaison, put together 
community resources so that families might 
learn more about them. Additionally, our 
PTA and Garden Club were present to show 
families ways that they can be leaders at 
our school. Our school continues to bring 
our students, teachers, and community 
leaders together after this fantastic night of 
cooperation and interactions to make Ladera 
Palma a fantastic place.

Dr. Rosa Murillo
Principal

Ladera Palma (TK—6) Dual Immersion Academy
2151 E. Brookdale Ave., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2348 • www.lahabraschools.org/laderapalma

Proud parents!

Making Every Day Count
It has been a great year of 

learning for our students! We 
have been able to provide many 
enriching opportunities to help 
them make strides academically, 
behaviorally, and socially. 
Teachers and support staff 
continue to work hard to meet 
all students needs through small 

group and individualized instruction. Every 
day, intervention groups are offered, along with 
daily behavior and social emotional support 
from our wonderful school counselor. With our 
after-school EPIC program and PTA, students 
have also had the chance to participate in 
a range of educational field trips that have 
complemented the learning taking place in 
the classroom. We continuously encourage our 
students to work hard and always do their best. 
Zig Zaglar says it best, “It’s not where you start 
- it’s where you finish that counts.” Las Lomas 
kids are working hard every day to finish the 
year strong!

Pam Cunningham
Principal

Las Lomas (TK—6) Entrepreneur Exploration & Music/Art
301 Las Lomas Dr., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2353 • www.lahabraschools.org/laslomas

Investigation and Observation

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Finishing Strong
As we embark into our 

final trimester of the 2022-
23 school year, our students 
have persevered and been 
successful in growing 
academically, behaviorally, 
and socially-emotionally. 
With a couple months 
remaining, our goal is to 

finish strong with all students showing 
growth in their i-ready diagnostics in 
reading and math. In addition to this 
academic measure, we are excited for 
children to reflect on and share their 
unique learning achievements this 
school year as they prepare for our Open 
House. The No Excuses University School 
approach, which includes goal setting, 
reflection, career exploration, and college 
readiness, will be integrated while our 
students demonstrate their expertise in a 
variety of academic areas.

Anna Rosales
Principal

Sierra Vista (TK—6) College Pathways-No Excuses & Music/Art Exploration
1800 E. Whittier Ave., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2359 • www.lahabraschools.org/sierravista

Booknic is Back
What do you get when 

you mix food, family, 
blankets, and books?

A family fun filled 
Booknic event.

We did not let the rain 
or the pandemic stop us 
from bringing back the 
Booknic. Family and friends 

gathered for a picnic and book exchange 
with their favorite foods, blankets, and 
books they love. Along with the obvious 
moms, dads, and little siblings, we also 
spotted grandparents, aunts, and uncles. 
Read Across America began with guest 
readers who read to all of our classes, 
from District officials and Board Members 
to our heroes from the sheriff’s station. 
The officers brought their vehicles 
and allowed the kinder and first grade 
students to explore. What an eventful and 
exhilarating day!

Go Lions!

Dr. Suena Chang
Principal

Las Positas (TK—5) International Baccalaureate
1400 S. Schoolwood Dr., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2356 • www.lahabraschools.org/laspositas

A family fun filled Booknic event.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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STEAM All Around
At Walnut STEAM Academy, students 

are constantly learning new skills. This 
year, we focused on skills in digital art and 
engineering. 
During the 
first part 
of the year, 
each student 
from TK-6th 

grade learned how to draw 
creatively using different 
features in various apps and 
programs using their iPads. 
Students are now learning 
about engineering and the 
importance of creativity. 
Each session focuses on a 
different challenge and they 
work on creating items such 
as sand rover, catapult, or 
marine vehicle. Students are 
taught step-by-step how to 
build structures using Lego 

pieces and gears. Students are highly engaged during their 
Lego Engineering time and they look forward to creating 
and building structures that show their creativity and 
engineering skills.

Dr. Alma Noche
Principal

Walnut (TK—6) STEAM Academy/AVID
625 N. Walnut St., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2369 • www.lahabraschools.org/walnut

Future Engineers

Finishing Strong this Year!
Here at Washington Middle School we 

have had an exciting two trimesters and are 
looking forward to a great final trimester!

We have provided engaging and rigorous 
learning opportunities for our students. 
Our five strands, Academics & Leadership, 
Dual Language Immersion, Honors 
Academy, Science & Technology, and 
Visual & Performing Arts, are flourishing 
at WMS.

Our project-based learning showcases continue to 
display the highly engaging learning that WMS students 
experience.

As we finish this school year continuing to develop 
students with strong academics and personal character, 
we undoubtedly will experience more celebrations for 
academic and behavior success as our students exceed 
Washington’s high-expectations. We appreciate all of 
the support from our students, families and staff as we 
continue to collaborate, innovate, commit, and achieve 
success for all students!

Greg White
Principal

Washington (7-8) Project Lead the Way/Engineering/Music
716 E. La Habra Blvd., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/960-2374 • www.lahabraschools.org/washington

Bridge building showcase with student judges.

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Novelist —Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you email to:  
Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put La Habra in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by June 15, 2023
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble.

Congratulations to Mariah Ramirez
Winner of our February Word Search Contest!

COMPUTER

EDITOR

IPAD

SPELLCHECK

PRINTER

PUBLISHER

NOTEPAD

READERS

PENCIL

IDEAS

PEN

BROWSER

GOOGLE

INTERNET

BING

ASPIRIN

KEYBOARD

TELEPHONE

WIFI

IMAGINATION

OCDE’s Continuous Commitment to 
Strengthening School Safety

Our children deserve to learn and grow 
in safe and secure environments, where they 
can thrive academically and emotionally. And 
parents should be confident that when they 
send their children to school, they will return 
home just as healthy and happy as when they 
left.

Yet in too many instances, we have 
seen this social contract ripped apart by 

the devastating reality of school violence, leading to the 
familiar cycle of shock, grief and anger.

I wish I could say I had answers sufficient to prevent this 
country’s next mass shooting. I do not. I can only extend my 
most heartfelt condolences to anyone impacted by senseless 
violence, and I can reaffirm here the sustained commitment 
of the Orange County Department of Education and leaders 
throughout our region to proactively protect our students 
and staff.

To give you some background, California schools are 
required by law to update their Comprehensive Safe 
School Plans each year. These plans outline each campus’s 
planned responses to various crises, and they are routinely 
reinforced through site-level drills, including evacuations 
and shelter-in-place exercises.

Of course the strategies for promoting safety will 
vary by campus and are ultimately up to each district’s 
locally elected school board and leadership teams, in 
partnership with teachers, families, staff, students and 
communities. But our department eagerly supports this 
work with trainings and workshops throughout the year, 
covering such topics as safe school plans, behavioral 
threat assessments, earthquake preparedness, resilience 
strategies and active-shooter behavioral indicators.

Meanwhile, OCDE works closely with the Orange County 
Sheriff’s Department and other local law enforcement agencies 
to study everything from cyberbullying to how to best secure 
school facilities. One key partnership worth noting is with the 
Orange County Intelligence Assessment Center, or OCIAC, which 
leverages the reach and resources of the Sheriff’s Department, 
the FBI and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to detect, 
investigate and prevent criminal and terrorist activity.

OCDE and the Sheriff’s Department also team up 
every summer to host the Safe Schools Conference with 
the California Department of Education. This three-day 
event brings together more than 500 educators and law 
enforcement personnel from throughout the state to discuss 
issues and trends related to campus violence, bullying, 
social media, human trafficking, gangs and substance abuse.

In the case of critical incidents impacting schools, OCDE’s 
Crisis Response Network deploys psychologists, nurses, social 
workers and other personnel to support students and staff 
during and after emergencies. This team also conducts trainings 
for schools, youth service providers, parents and students.

Finally, OCDE champions positive school climates 
and anti-bullying through initiatives such as the Multi-
Tiered System of Support framework, Positive Behavioral 
Intervention and Supports, or PBIS, and our One Billion 
Acts of Kindness campaign, which kicked off in 2016 to 
promote character and amplify civility in our communities.

In Orange County, we view the pursuit of safer schools as 
a race with no finish line, and that means our commitment 
must be equally unwavering and enduring. New threats 
will continue to emerge, but so too will new technologies, 
strategies and best practices for protecting students and 
schools. Above all, we vow to stay vigilant and informed, 
work closely with our law enforcement partners, and adapt 
our approaches accordingly.

We owe our children and families nothing less.

Dr. Al Mijares
Superintendent
Orange County 

Dept.of Education

https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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