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Our 
Members  
are unique.
So are their financial needs.

Explore products and services designed 
just for school employees.

Summer Saver
A high-yield savings account, currently 6.00% APY,1 
helps you set aside funds to get through the months 
you may not receive a paycheck.

School Employee Mortgage
No Private Mortgage Insurance and low down 
payment option.

School Employee Auto Loan  
with “Summers Off”
Skip a payment or two during the summer.2 

You’re Eligible to Join
schoolsfirstfcu.org/whyjoin

MICHAEL H.
Kindergarten Teacher
Member Since 1995

All loans subject to approval. Rate is valid as of 02/01/2023, accurate as of last dividend declaration date, variable and subject to change after account opening. 
1. APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rate is accurate as of the last dividend declaration date; rate is variable and subject to change after account opening. Deposit 
any amount between $1 and $2,000 per month. New Summer Saver accounts are limited to current school employees; retired school employees are not eligible. 
One Summer Saver account per Membership. 2. Available on select terms. Restrictions apply. Interest will continue to accrue during the skip payment period.

Insured by NCUA.

http://schoolsfirstfcu.org/whyjoin
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Superintendent
Thank You to Our Local Heroes

Westminster School District honored our 
local heroes during National School Resource 
Officer Appreciation Day. District office 
staff delivered sweet treats and hundreds of 
student hand written letters and artwork on 
February 15th. They stopped by Westminster, 
Garden Grove, and Huntington Beach Police 
Departments. Our district has SRO’s from each 
of these departments. These incredible men 
and women protect and serve our community 
every day; their top priority is always the safety 
of our students and staff at all school sites. 

To continue conversations about safety protocol; WPD 
hosted a School Safety Summit to provide resources for 
school districts during any emergency situation. Some of 
the attendees included the Secret Service, Orange County 
Fire Authority, Orange County Sheriff’s Departments, and 
California Highway Patrol. This was a unique opportunity 
for our district to continue improving safety at all school 
sites. The Board of Trustees, Executive Cabinet, and 
Administrators showed up in full force ready to bring back 
valuable information to the district.

Dr. Charles 
Hinman
Interim

Superintendent

Huntington Police Department, Anne Pham & Assistant Superintendent, Business Service, Manuel Cardoso
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Westminster’s Gold Level Achievements
By David Johnson, President, Board of Trustees

This past month, Westminster School District (WSD) 
celebrated many gold level achievements.

The California Association for Bilingual Education 
(CABE) award is nearly impossible to earn upon first 
attempt, yet both DeMille and Willmore Elementary 
Schools received the prestigious recognition! Recently, 
the Vietnamese Dual Language Immersion Program at 
DeMille was selected by Boston Dual Language Immersion 
as showcase sites. Willmore and DeMille offer Spanish and 
Vietnamese Dual Language Immersion programs that set 
the standard for other districts in the county.

DeMille was the first Vietnamese DLI program in 
California, while the school also offers multiple worldwide 
language and culture classes beyond Spanish. Both schools’ 
successes have grown beyond the elementary level, now at 
our middle schools.

We would also like to highlight and celebrate 
Schroeder Elementary School’s recent addition to WSD’s 
growing list of California Distinguished School sites. 
WSD has continues to lead the way in safety protocols 
with multiple preparations including safety training, 
single point of entry, camera systems, quick door locks, 
electronic security doors, and Raptor visitor background 
security checks. The WSD recently partnered with the 
Westminster Police Department (WPD), the Secret 
Service, and other government agencies to collaborate 
with best practices to keep our schools safe. Our WPD 
boasts one of the best response times in the nation. As 
we continue navigating through a new safety landscape 
for all districts around the country, we are confident 
in WPD’s protection and service to the Westminster 
community.

Khanh 
Nguyen
Member
Area 3

David 
Johnson
President

Area 1

Jeremy 
Khalaf
Clerk

Area 5

Frances 
Nguyen

Vice President
Area 4

Tina 
Gustin-Gurney

Member
Area 2

Board of Trustees

Assistant Superintendent Manuel Cardoso & Dr. Richard J. Noblett, Teacher, Carrie Hernandez, Principal, Dr. Shannon Villanueva,  
Executive Director, Michelle Watkins, and Board President, David M. Johnson attend the California Distinguished School awards presentation.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com


CalKIDS is a new program from the State of California that provides 
eligible public school students up to $1500 in free money for 
college.* CalKIDS was created to help families kickstart their  
college savings plan and increase access to higher education.

CalKIDS  
can help  

kickstart a  
child’s future.

 *Student eligibility is defined by the Local Control Funding Formula. 
The California Kids Investment and Development Savings Program (CalKIDS) is a children’s savings account program, administered by 
the ScholarShare Investment Board, an agency of the State of California. CalKIDS will provide eligible participants with college savings 
accounts, including seed deposits and other potential incentives, to help pay for future qualified higher education expenses. To learn 
more about CalKIDS or opt out of the program entirely, please see the Program Information Guide at CalKIDS.org. 

To learn more and to find  
out if your child qualifies, 
visit CalKIDS.org today!

With free 
money for 
college!

23KIDS006-CalKIDS-School-News-Digital-Ads-8.125x10.375-030123v1.indd   1 3/3/23   1:40 PM

http://calkids.org
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Superintendent Hinman begins 
this issue on page 3 with his 
message honoring local heroes. Too 
often we are grateful to people who 
make our lives better and we don’t 
take the time to let them know. 

This is our 19th year 
publishing the excellence from 
the Westminster School District. 
Thank you for being loyal readers 
and supporters of public education. 

Parents please see page 5 
CalKIDS to see if you quality to 
help kickstart your child’s college 
savings plan.

Enjoy Spring Break and we’ll be 
back May 10 with our next issue.

CANDICE W.
Secondary Education Teacher

Member Since 2003

Voted Best-In-State 
Credit Union
Since 1934, we’ve been helping school employees 
and their families achieve their best future. 
Experience for yourself why our Members voted us 
best in California.

Learn more at schoolsfirstfcu.org/whyjoin

Insured by NCUA.

http://schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://schoolsfirstfcu.org/whyjoin
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Insurances we accept: 
VSP, EYEMED, SPECTERA, MES, SUPERIOR, DAVIS, VBA & more

18569 Main St., 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 
(Located in the 5 Points Plaza)
(714) 780-2008

www.globalvisionoptometry.com 

Family Eye Care
• Eye Exams - 

Glasses & Contact Lenses
• Full Optical - Name Brands 

& Fashion Eyewear
• Medical Eye Exams - 

Red/Dry/Pink Eye
• Minor Eye Injuries/

FB Removal
• Lasik/Cataract Consult
• Corneal Topography & 

Retinal Photos
• Myopia Management
• In House Lab Available 

Glasses Ready Same Day! 
(SV, Rx in stock only)

We offer 
Myopia 
Management 
with OrthoK or 
soft contact lenses or 
eye drops. 
Contact our offi ce
for more details.
*Mention this Ad for 
$200 off Myopia 
Management 
package.

STEPHANY VONG, O.D AND ASSOCIATES

Rockview Family Farms proudly serves schools 
throughout Southern California. Choosing local means 

fresh, delicious, and nutritious milk for your family! 
Dairy and dairy-free options now at a store near you.

www.RockviewFarms.com

RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW

Hello everyone, I’m Tony Strickland – one 
of four newly elected Council Members and 
the Mayor of HB. It is a pleasure to serve our 
City’s 200,000 constituents, and I am grateful 
for the opportunity to work side by side with 
our residents, businesses, and visitors.

As your Mayor, I want to be active in the 
community and I am eager to meet with you! 
Over this next year, I will host a series of 
Town Hall meetings as well as Coffee with 

the Mayor events all across our City. I want to meet with 
residents and business from Sunset Beach to Southeast Area 
and Goldenwest to Downtown. It is important for me to listen 
and understand the issues our community cares about.

In addition, I have come up with a program that 
recognizes those in the community doing great work! 
I would like to honor those unsung heroes in Surf City 
that make a difference or have accomplished an amazing 
feat! Each month, I will personally present folks with a 
certificate here at City Hall. If you have someone that 
deserves a certificate, please email media@surfcity-hb.org.

Lastly, you can reach me at tony.strickland@surfcity-hb.org 
or call 714.536.5553 to set up a meeting. For a list of upcoming 
events and the latest news, visit SurfCityBreak.com.

Tony Strickland
Mayor

City of Huntington Beach Office of the Mayor
2000 Main St., Huntington Beach, CA 92648   
714/536-5553 • www.huntingtonbeachca.gov

18838 Brookhurst Street
Fountain Valley, CA 92720

(714) 963-2110
www.bcdsdance.com

http://globalvisionoptometry.com
http://rockviewfarms.com
mailto:media@surfcity-hb.org
mailto:tony.strickland@surfcity-hb.org
http://bcdsdance.com


Gary Feldman, M.D.
MemorialCare Miller Children’s 
& Women’s Hospital Long Beach

Spring is an exciting time when we receive an additional hour of 
sunlight. While the annual daylight savings time, “spring forward,” 
offers more sunlight in the evening, it also means that we lose an 
hour of sleep. This time change can disrupt normal sleep patterns 
for children.

Some tips to help your child adjust to the time change:

• Gradually Shift Bedtime — Have your child move their   
 bedtime up by 20-minute increments each night starting   
 three days before the time change.

• Keep a Bedtime Routine — Bedtime routines help cultivate   
 strong sleep cues to help your child fall asleep at bedtime. 
 If your child is not falling asleep after bedtime, don't give in 
 to excuses they may make to get out of bed. Keep them 
 calm and preserve the bedtime routine. 

By: Gary Feldman, M.D., developmental & behavioral pediatric and sleep medicine, Stramski Children’s Developmental Center, 
MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach

How to get kids on a good sleep schedule when 
it’s time to “Spring Forward”

 • Turn Off the Light — Ensure your child’s room is dark at  
  bedtime and expose your child to light at wakeup time. 

 • Wake Your Child Up on Time – In the morning, don’t  
  compensate for the lost hour of sleep. Wake your child up  
  based on current clock time.

 • Patience is Key — Be patient if your child is sleepy for a few  
  days. Try not to let them nap if it’s not their usual practice.

Teenagers may take longer to adjust to the new time change.

This year’s daylight-saving time begins at 2 a.m. on Sunday, 
March 12, 2023. Don’t forget to mark your calendar to set your 
clocks forward one hour. Here’s wishing you and your family 
healthy sleep.

Learn more.
millerchildrens.org/care

It takes a village. 

At just seven weeks old, Athena’s heart stopped. 

MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s 

Hospital saved her life. Our cardiac specialists, 

nurses and therapists all worked together. 

Reassuring her family. Helping her grow strong. 

And forging a successful path forward. Because 

we knew, to help Athena, it would take a village. 

Dozens of highly trained pediatric specialists 

across our network. Giving families access to 

exceptional, specialized care. Now Athena can 

be a kid again…and her heart is full.

Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach
Cherese Mari Laulhere Children’s Village
Outpatient Specialty Centers from the 
South Bay to Orange County

Athena, Age 2

rt
from heart failure to a

http://millerchildrens.org/care
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Packed Slate of Programs
By Laura Jenkins, Senior Youth Services Librarian

We are excited to usher in spring with a packed slate of 
programs for children and teens at the Huntington Beach 
Public Library! Read on to learn more about upcoming fun, 
free programs for youth and families. 
LEGO Kids Club

Tuesday afternoons at 3pm in the Central Library  
Tabby Theater.

Families with children ages 6 and older are invited to 
build and create together in LEGO Kids Club, a S.T.E.M.-
based building program. Become an engineer as you design 
a city, build a boat, craft your dream house, or blast off in a 
custom rocketship. We’ll provide the LEGOs - you provide 
the imagination! 
Wonderful Women Scientists Take-Home Activity Kits

Explore historical women in science through take-home 
activity kits celebrating National Women’s History Month! 
Each Wonderful Women Scientists Kit will include short 
biographies, activity instructions, resources for further 
exploration, and most activity materials. Kits are available 
while supplies last from all HBPL locations, starting 
Saturday, March 11. 

Huntington Beach Public Library
7111 Talbert Ave., Huntington Beach, CA 92648 • 714/374-5338 • www.hbpl.org

Women in S.T.E.A.M. Career Panel
Thursday, March 30, 6-7pm in the Central Library Theater.
The Library invites you to join us for an evening 

panel discussion for tweens, teens, and their families 
featuring highly successful women in the fields of science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math. This year’s 
panelists include two travel nurses, a technical video 
game artist, a senior civil engineer, a published children’s 
book author, and a NASA-trained astronomer. Panelists 
will share their experiences, career path journey, and 
inspirational advice, and audience members will have the 
opportunity to engage with them directly during a Q&A 
session.

ONE UNIVERSITY DRIVE, ORANGE, CA 92866
MUSIC@CHAPMAN.EDU | (714) 997-6871

CHAPMAN.EDU/MUSIC

BEST. SUMMER. EVER.
Chapman Summer Music Camps for High School Students

INSTRUMENTAL 
MUSIC CAMP
for woodwinds, brass, and percussion

JUNE 12–16, 2023

Scan code to learn more or visit
Chapman.edu/instrumental-camp

Scan code to learn more or visit
Chapman.edu/vocal-camp

VOCAL 
MUSIC CAMP

JUNE 19–23, 2023

COMMUTER & RESIDENTIAL OPTIONS!  |  REGISTRATION CLOSES MAY 1, 2023

Londie Pratt, Advisor
877-695-6634
londie4hbw@gmail.com
P.O. Box 5544, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92615

Home - Auto - Business - Life – Health 
Disability/Long Term Care

Tax Free Retirement Income
If you are saving money for retirement in 
an IRA, SEP, 401k, 403b, or 457 account... 
scan this QR code to learn how tax free 
can be better than tax deductible.

http://millerchildrens.org/care
http://chapman.edu/music
https://finsecurity.com/londie/
mailto:londie4hbw%40gmail.com?subject=
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Parent To Parent
A Helicopter Parent

Q. I have been a helicopter parent for so 
long that my children, ages seven and nine, 
are extremely apprehensive of taking any 
risks in various activities or doing anything 
where they may get even slightly hurt or 
disappointed. What have I done and how do I 
correct it?

A. There have been overbearing and 
overprotective parents for years; don’t beat yourself up too 
badly. It’s easy for parents to go overboard when it comes to 
their kids. However, this can continue into college years and 
beyond, but it doesn’t have to. Your parenting style and the 
way you view your children will need to change. You’ll need 
to allow them to get used to the idea that they can actually 
try things on their own. Go ahead and sign them up for 
things that they are truly interested in and will most likely 
do well at. A few successes will build their self-confidence 
and they will perhaps want to do more things that are new 
and different. It’s the mistakes and bumps in life that we all 
learn from that make us stronger individuals, better able to 
handle future situations. We have to be allowed to fail.

Jodie Lynn is an award winning, internationally syndicated  
family/health and education columnist and best selling author.  
www.ParentToParent.com

Jodie Lynn

Convenient 
Locations

• Orange County

• Long Beach

• The South Bay

When Life Throws You a 
Curveball, Carbon Health 
Urgent Care Is There

Primary Care
Urgent Care
Sports Physicals
X-ray and Labs
Covid, RSV / Flu Testing
Same-day appointments
Walk-ins welcome

http://pacificmmc.org/camp-pinniped
http://schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://carbonhealth.com
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Sixth Graders Reach New Heights
Anderson Elementary School’s sixth 

grade students attended Outdoor Science 
School at Pali Institute February 6-8, 2023. 
Some students were able to experience snow 
for the first time and it was cold! During 
their three day stay, the students practiced 

archery, studied astronomy and learned orienteering skills. 
The students also had several outdoor adventures. The 
students went on day hikes, night hikes and built their 
outdoor skills. The highlight of the week was the high 
ropes courses. Students climbed, balanced, jumped, and 
even took a leap of faith.  It was a fun and educational 
experience that the students will never forget!

Kim 
Breckenridge

Principal

Anderson Elementary (K–6)
8902 Hewitt Pl., Garden Grove, CA 92844 • 714/894-7201 • anderson.wsdk8.us
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Project Lead the Way
Clegg Elementary School recently had a 

great time presenting our implementation 
of Project Lead the Way (PLTW) to the 
Westminster School District Board of 
Education and the community on Feb. 9. 
The school’s PLTW program is designed 
to provide students with hands-on STEM 
education, and the students were eager to 
showcase their work and the skills they’ve 
acquired.

The students had an amazing time sharing their 
projects, which ranged from designing and building simple 
machines to creating computer animations. They were 
proud to demonstrate their hard work and their ability to  

 
think critically and problem-solve. We also played a slide 
show with video clips of students in TK through fifth grade 
engaging in the program’s modules.

The presentation was a great opportunity for the 
students to share their experiences and showcase the 
benefits of the PLTW program. They had a lot of fun 
interacting with the Board of Education and the wider 
community, and they were thrilled to see the positive 
response their work received.

Overall, the presentation was a success and a lot of fun 
for everyone involved. The students left feeling inspired 
and excited to continue their work in STEAM education, 
and the school is proud to have such a dedicated group of 
young learners.

John Staggs
Principal

Clegg Elementary (TK–5)
6311 Larchwood Dr., Huntington Beach, CA 92647 • 714/894-7218 • clegg.wsdk8.us

http://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Celebrating  
Lunar New Year

We have been 
celebrating 
Tết-Lunar New 
Year at DeMille 
during January 
and February! 
We kicked off the 
celebration by 

participating in the Tết parade 
with the City of Westminster. 
Families and staff walked the 
parade dressed in traditional 
Ao Dai. Our students in our 
Vietnamese Culture Club also 
performed at the Tết festival at 
the O.C. Fairgrounds. Finally, we 
hosted our own Lunar New Year 

Culture Day at our site to learn 
more about how different Asian 
communities celebrate the 
Lunar New Year. Supported by 
our parent volunteers, students 
were able to participate in 
various stations throughout our 
multipurpose room created by 
our teachers. These stations 
included arts and crafts, games 
of luck and skill, a cultural 
display including musical 
instruments, traditional dress, 
and customs, calligraphy, 
photo areas, and food. What a 
wonderful time of togetherness 
for our community as we 
celebrated the Lunar New Year!

DeMille Elementary (K‑6)
15400 Van Buren St., Midway City, CA 92655 • 714/894-7224 • demille.wsdk8.us

April Derr
Principal

Tet Parade - City of Westminster.

DeMille students performing at the OC Fairgrounds  
for the Tet Festival.

Students playing a game of chance at the  
Lunar New Year Culture Day at DeMille.

Lunar New Year Culture Day.
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One Small Voice, One Big Message 
Mrs. Welch’s class at Eastwood 

Elementary School recently wowed the 
school with their beautiful rendition of the 
song One Small Voice in sign language. The 
performance was a part of their preparation 
for the upcoming student showcase at the 
district office.

Their performance was truly a sight 
to behold, with each student in the class 
expertly performing their hand movements 

to match the lyrics of the song. The students had clearly 
worked hard on perfecting their sign language skills, and it 
showed in their synchronized and precise movements.

The song One Small Voice is a powerful reminder 
of the impact that each individual can have in making a 
difference in the world. The lyrics encourage listeners 
to use their voices to stand up for what is right and to 

make a positive change, no matter how small it may seem. 
The message of the song is particularly poignant for our 
students at Eastwood Elementary School, who are learning 
about the importance of standing up for their beliefs and 
making a difference in their communities.

Mrs. Welch’s class clearly understood the significance 
of the song and its message, as they performed it with 
great passion and conviction. The students’ enthusiasm 
was infectious, and it was clear that they were proud to be 
sharing the song with their fellow students and teachers.

The performance was met with thunderous applause 
and a standing ovation from the audience. It was clear 
that these students had made a deep impact on those who 
watched the performance, and that their message of hope 
and positivity had resonated with everyone who was there.

As the students prepare for their showcase at the 
district office, it is clear that they will continue to impress 
and inspire those who have the pleasure of watching them.

Jonathan  
Edelman
Principal

Eastwood Elementary (K ‑6)
13552 University St., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/894-7227 • eastwood.wsdk8.us

http://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Upping Computer-Science Skills
Empowering students to create and 

solve real-world problems using computer 
science is a primary goal at Finley Computer 
Science Magnet School. Third-graders in 
our Girls Who Code Club are using their 
coding skills to create video games based on 
their “customers’” interests. Students were 
tasked with building a computer and creating 
video games that would be engaging and 

age appropriate for our kindergarten students. For their 
culminating activity, they hosted a playdate for students to 
play their student-created games.

Girls Who Code Club leader Donna Ball guided 
students through the design-thinking process, including 
opportunities to interview kindergarten students to 
identify the types of characters and storylines that 
students are drawn to and play and then create games that 
reflected their research. Our students are learning that 
engineering design and computer-science jobs are ways 
that they can make a difference.

“The kindergarteners like playing games with characters 
that are clumsy and funny,” said third-grader Ava Martinez. 
“My game has balloons that the players will pop and the 
characters will fly. Little kids like it when the characters 
run, fly, and do backflips too.”

With a deadline pending for hosting their kinder 
playdate, students learned about troubleshooting, deadlines 
and teamwork. They even designed posters to advertise 
their game and helped the younger students as they played.

“Understanding that their games will be used by real 
children increased the level of engagement and purpose 
tremendously,” Ms. Ball said. “The students collaborated 
and were incredibly creative in designing games that the 
younger students would like.”

Pam LeMuiex
Principal

Finley Computer Science Magnet School
13521 Edwards St., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/895-7764 • finley.wsdk8.us

CalKIDS is a new program from the State of California that provides 
eligible public school students up to $1500 in free money for 
college.* CalKIDS was created to help families kickstart their  
college savings plan and increase access to higher education.

CalKIDS  
can help  

kickstart a  
child’s future.

 *Student eligibility is defined by the Local Control Funding Formula. 
The California Kids Investment and Development Savings Program (CalKIDS) is a children’s savings account program, administered by 
the ScholarShare Investment Board, an agency of the State of California. CalKIDS will provide eligible participants with college savings 
accounts, including seed deposits and other potential incentives, to help pay for future qualified higher education expenses. To learn 
more about CalKIDS or opt out of the program entirely, please see the Program Information Guide at CalKIDS.org. 

To learn more and to find  
out if your child qualifies, 
visit CalKIDS.org today!

With free 
money for 
college!

23KIDS006-CalKIDS-School-News-Digital-Ads-8.125x10.375-030123v1.indd   1 3/3/23   1:40 PM

See our 
ad on 

page 5
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Read Across America
Each year Fryberger Elementary 

celebrates Read Across America with a week 
of special reading events, art projects, and 
fun. Special dress up days were celebrated 
each week. We loved dressing up like our 
favorite book character. This year our 
neighboring middle school helped our 
students make it an extra special week. 

Middle school students from the National Junior Honor 
Society read to our students, helped them with Dr. Seuss 
art projects, and were also able to say hello to a few 
favorite teachers. Our 5th grade students were able to ask 
questions about what to expect in middle school. We love 
collaborating with our past students and are always excited 
to help them give back to their elementary school. Read 
Across America week helped our students do what they do 
best; enjoy reading.

Michelle Scheiber
Principal

Fryberger Elementary School of Environmental Science
6952 Hood Dr., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/894-7237 • fryberger.wsdk8.us

Happy 
Birthday

Dr. Seuss!

http://schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Fill Your Bucket
As we celebrate 

Kindness Month at Hayden 
Elementary School, 
our students have been 
actively engaging in acts 
of kindness and spreading 
positivity throughout our 
campus.

One way that our 
students have been promoting kindness 
is by participating in our “Fill Your 
Bucket” campaign. This initiative 
involves students writing uplifting notes 
to one another, expressing gratitude, 
and acknowledging the positive qualities 
of their peers. These notes are then 
collected and distributed, filling the 
buckets of both the giver and the receiver 
with happiness and kindness.

Additionally, our students 
have been participating in the 
“ Random Act of Kindness” 
challenge. This challenge 
involves performing a small 
act of kindness, such as 
holding the door open for 
someone, writing a thank 
you note or complimenting a 
classmate.

We are so proud of our 
students for their commitment 
to promoting kindness and 
positivity in our school 
community. Let us continue 
to spread kindness and 
compassion not just during 
Kindness Month, but every 
day.

Mark Murphy
Principal

Hayden Elementary (K–5)
14782 Eden St., Midway City, CA 92655 • 714/894-7261 • hayden.wsdk8.us

A New Addition
Johnson Middle School is excited to 

introduce our first ever E-Sports program. 
Johnson staff members know that taking 
part in extracurricular activities can boost 
student success. Clubs and sports connect 
students to school, can increase attendance 
rates, and will overall just make our students 
love their time on campus even more.

Johnson does its best to give students as 
many options as possible to explore various 

skills and experiences, while also hopefully finding the 
hidden talent that lies within each child and help it grow. 
Our students currently have the opportunity to participate 
in subjects like art, robotics, AVID, video production, 3D 
printing and design, music, drama, archery and much 
more. This new addition will allow them to explore a 

comprehensive view of various topics in E-Sports, all the 
way from gaming and sportsmanship to career education.

While it may seem counterintuitive, research shows that 
gaming in the form of E-Sports’ teams can encourage the 
development of social skills. Social engagement is closely 
linked to academic engagement, and being a part of a team 
can encourage and motivate our students to do better 
in their academic classes. Like all sports, the academic 
requirements for team eligibility will encourage our 
students to keep their GPAs up and show positive behavior 
in class.

Using the Nintendo Switch system, Johnson will now 
be joining our partner schools, Warner and Stacey Middle 
School, in the district and local competitions. We look 
forward to this new adventure, and are proud to be offering 
yet another program to help make our students’ time at 
Johnson both memorable and meaningful.

Daniel Owens
Principal

Johnson Middle School (6–8)
13603 Edwards St., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/894-7244 • johnson.wsdk8.us
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Dual-Language Immersion
The Early Education Department is proud 

to offer dual-language-immersion preschool 
in both Spanish and Vietnamese. In this 
program, students have the opportunity to 
expand their language development and 
learn how to communicate, read, and write in 
English and either Spanish or Vietnamese.

We also offer the Dual Spanish and 
English program to our infants and toddlers 
here at Land. Infants and toddlers learn 
primary skills necessary for them to learn 

two different languages. The infant 
and toddler program serves as a 
bridge to the Spanish dual preschool 
program at Willmore. Here is what 
Mrs. Ramos had to share about 
her experience teaching the dual 
Spanish program:

“The dual-immersion program 
has been a wonderful experience for 
the children. I have been working 
as a full-day early education 
instructor for five years, witnessing 
the growth that this program 
provides. The children enter the 
classroom speaking no Spanish and, 
come June, are greeting others, 
singing songs, sharing plans in 
complete sentences, answering 
simple questions from stories, 
and requesting their needs in a 
secondary language. Not only have 

the children benefited from this dual immersion program 
but the parents have also gained some understanding of 
the language through their children. At the end of the 
school year, the children receive a Pathways to Biliteracy 
award to show their proficiency in English and another 
language, earning a valuable skill that will help their 
development in the long term.”

Our Vietnamese dual-immersion teacher,  
Mrs. Tran-Phung, also shares her thoughts and experiences 
with this program: “Children who participate in the 
Vietnamese Dual Language Immersion Program develop 
multicultural competences along with social skills.”

Nicole 
Baitx-Kennedy

Executive Director, 
Early Education & 
Expanded Learning

Land School
15151 Temple St., Westminster, CA 92683 • land.wsdk8.us • 714/894-7311 Student Services • 714/898-8389 Child Development

Mrs. Ramos and her class enjoying everyday learning

Lunar Year Celebration
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Read Across America Day
On Thursday, March 2 we celebrated 

Read Across America Day. Teachers planned 
special events throughout the week for their 
students, 
wearing 
pajamas to 
school, extra 
reading 
time to curl 

up with a good book, and 
making Cat in the Hat hats 
and more. The highlight of 
the week was when Warner 
Middle School came to 
visit us on Thursday. The 
students in the National 
Junior Honor Society came 
to read Dr. Suess books to 
our students. The middle 
school students read to 
students in preschool all 
the way up to fifth grade. 
This used to be a yearly 
event but due to COVID 
protocols we weren’t able 
to host them for the past 
several years. Several of 
the students from Warner 
had attended Meairs 
during their elementary 
school years. It was 
wonderful to see them. 

They provide such a good role model for our current 
students. And it is always fun to listen to them reminisce 
about their days with us. Thank you Warner Middle School. 
We look forward to seeing you again next year!

Dr. Kathy Kane
Principal

Meairs Elementary (K–5)
8441 Trask Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92844 • 714/372-8800 • meairs.wsdk8.us

Warner Middle School students sharing Dr. Suess books at Meairs

Miss Nini’s Preschool class
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March Brings Reading!
During the month of March, Schmitt Lions 

are celebrating reading with fun reading 
activities every week! We kicked off our 
month of reading with Read Across America 
Day and Hats Off to Reading! We wore fun 
hats to show our love of reading, and we also 
had students from Johnson Middle School 
visit and read to our students. The students 
greatly enjoyed listening to the middle-
schoolers read to them. We also had our 

Reading Is Fundamental book distribution, where students 
receive a free book each trimester. Students look forward 

to this day 
because 
they get to 
choose a new 
book from a 
variety of fun 
titles.

One Spirit 
Day is Crazy 
for Reading, 
when we 
wear crazy or 
mismatched 
socks. We 
also have our 
Book Fair 
happening this month along with a Read with Me Lunch 
on the Lawn family event. Another reading Spirit Day is 
Read My Shirt Day, and we will wear shirts with words 
and participate in Buddy Reading, where our upper-grade 
students will buddy up with our primary students to read 
together.

During the last week of March, we have Reading Gives 
Me Superpowers, and we will wear our superhero shirts. 
We will also be celebrating Author’s Day on March 31. 
We have an author coming to visit who will talk with our 
students about their journey of writing and publishing 
books.

We had looked forward to this month of reading 
events and are so excited to celebrate the joy of reading 
throughout the month of March!

Sarah 
Nead-Rendon

Principal

Schmitt Elementary (K–5)
7200 Trask Ave., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/894-7264 • schmitt.wsdk8.us

http://schoolnewsrollcall.com


March 2023  21Covering the Westminster school District

Buddies are Back!
For years Schroeder has had a robust 

cross-age buddy program. After a pause due 
to the pandemic, the tradition of cross-age 
buddies is back. Students enjoy 
a variety of activities with their 
buddies. In addition to reading 
with their buddies, Kindergarten 
students and upper grade students 
engage in playground activities, 
games, holiday crafts, singing, 

movement activities, and help in centers. 
Everyone involved feels valued and important. 
Upper grade students were asked about the 
importance of the buddy program. Students 
report that they enjoy interacting with their 
little buddies. Students take pride in being 
role models, and they love to help and see their 
buddies smile. One student even reported that 
he is learning to be more patient.  The buddy 
program boosts academic skills, social skills 

and communication skills. The benefits of buddies can be 
summed up with this quote by Tiffany T., sixth grade. “With 
buddies, you are given a chance to change someone’s life 
and have unforgettable memories”.

Schroeder College & Career Academy
15151 Columbia Ln., Huntington Beach, CA 92647 • 714/894-7268 • schroeder.wsdk8.us

Dr. Shannon 
Villanueva

Principal
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Always Soaring!
On February 1, Sequoia Academy 

hosted its GATE and AVID Showcase. Our 
past, present, and future Eagle Families 
were invited to this informational night 
which celebrated all of Sequoia’s amazing 
programs, and the opportunities that our 
school provides to every type of learner: 
GATE, AVID, and STEA³M.

Our kindergarten and third- and sixth-grade students 
gave speeches on various aspects of Sequoia life, which 
included appearances by the Kinder Meteorologists, the 
Third-Grade Disciplinarians, and the Sixth-Grade Scholars. 
Principal Tardif also shared Sequoia Academy’s accolades, 
including California Distinguished School, Gold Ribbon 
School, Title 1 Achievement, Arts Exemplary, and Pivotal 
Practice awards. Our families then had the opportunity to 
tour and “experience” classrooms in the TK through sixth 
grade, as well as see coding robots, podcasting, and 3D 
printing in the Innovation Lab. 

The WSD’s board president, David Johnson, was 
stationed in the quad to interact with Eagle Families 
and provide facts about college- and career-readiness. 
Eagle Student leaders also guided families through the 
classrooms, while highlighting Universal Themes, Think 
like a Disciplinarian products, GATE Depth and Complexity 
icons, examples of AVID WICOR binders and writing, and 
Sequoia’s upcoming Disney musical performance, 101 
Dalmatians. 

Former students (now in middle, high school, and 
college) also shared their past educational experiences, 
and how Sequoia’s programs helped them to excel 
and prepare for their future academic adventures and 
success. Sequoia’s mascot, Pride the Eagle, helped guide 
families through the classrooms, posed for photo ops, and 
welcomed visitors to the Eagle Family.

The evening was fun-filled, informative, and a great 
example of how our Sequoia Academy Eagles continue 
to SOAR and meet the needs of all students! Thank you 
to all of our Eagle Families for continuing to support the 
amazing enrichment and supportive programs that Sequoia 
has to offer. Families who are interested in exploring 
Sequoia Academy’s programs, and/or scheduling one of our 
monthly tours, should contact the front office at  
(714) 894-7271.

Alisha Tardif
Principal

Sequoia Academy GATE Magnet Elementary
5900 Iroquois Rd., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/894-7271 • sequoia.wsdk8.us
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Campus Culture and 
Community

Stacey Middle School 
cherishes campus culture 
and community. We believe 
in recognizing those students 
who deserve praise. We 
believe in fun competition 
that brings students together. 
We believe that learning and 

laughter should often share the same space. 
We also believe that loud music and dancing 
are sometimes needed when spreading joy.

In January, Stacey MS honored our distinguished 
students with Cougar Pride Awards. The recipients are 
chosen by teachers; these students are selected because 
they exemplify our mantra of RESPECT. These exceptional 
students are acknowledged in the presence of parents and 
peers as examples of what’s best about Stacey.

An inclusive community for all Stacey students is one 
of the goals of our ASB, and they accomplish this in a 
multitude of ways. Battle of the Homerooms is a monthly 
competition that engages students in fun and entertaining 

challenges. For February, students were tasked with a 
Valentine’s Day-themed competition involving strategy, 
straws, candy hearts, cups and mostly laughter. The 
winning homeroom received the Homeroom Champion 
banner that was then posted outside their classroom for all 
others to see.

We continued our torrid pace of student events as Stacey 
hosted its annual schoolwide Spelling Bee. Qualifying 
students were invited to the gymnasium to compete 
against other spellers until one was eventually crowned 
Stacey champion. Tyson T. was crowned our school 

Spelling Bee champion, which 
advanced him to the district 
competition and subsequently 
the county Spelling Bee.

Now, about that loud music 
and dancing: Stacey MS invited 
students back to campus for 
our nighttime ASB Glow Dance. 
The DJ kept the mood and the 
music upbeat while ASB students 
provided food and games and 
finished by crowning Stacey’s 
school court

February has been fun, to say 
the least, and we are excited to 
see what March will bring to our 
Stacey family.

Wendy Baird
Principal

Stacey Middle School
6311 Larchwood Dr., Huntington Beach, CA 92647 • 714/894-7212 • stacey.wsdk8.us

Cougar Pride Recipients

Battle of the Homerooms

Spelling Bee winners being recognized at the board meeting.
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Warner Recognitions
The Warner Wildcat 

family continues to 
have a great year. The 
second semester is soon 
coming to a close, and 
our students have been 
performing admirably 
in the academic realm. 
We continue to have 
many amazing programs 

that both provide our students with 
engaging learning opportunities and 
create a positive and welcoming on-
campus culture.

One such program is our annual 
“Kid Conference.” This is an event 
that was created “by kids, for kids,” 
and which Warner has been hosting 
for over 20 years. For this event, our 
site leadership groups, which include 
ASB, PAL, and Yearbook, all work to 
create a specialized day that focuses 
on student mental health and personal 
success. During the conference, there 
are specialized activities designed 
for each grade level. The sixth-grade 
sessions are centered on teamwork and 
communication. 

Students participate in group 
activities that require verbal and 
non-verbal communication to become 
successful. Seventh-grade sessions 
center on the question: “Who am I and 
what is my place in the world?” These 
activities focus on student self-esteem 
and positive peer relations. The eighth-
grade sessions focus on what will 
happen in the future during high school.

There are four sessions, each designed by students at 
Westminster High School to demonstrate all of the amazing 
programs that our students can participate in when they 
matriculate up to the high school level. The day culminates 
with an all-school assembly hosted by the various 
performance groups at Westminster High School. This is 
a longstanding and amazing event at Warner that we look 
forward to every year.

Another wonderful program is our school’s E-Sports 
elective. On March 4th, we hosted our first annual E-Sports 
tournament called the “Warner Middle School E-Sports 
Cup,” where we invited many schools from around Orange 
County. We happened to take first place in the tournament, 
and were even able to livestream our gold medal match. 
A great time was had by all, and this event has already 
become another great annual Warner tradition!

Dr. Kenneth 
Lopour
Principal

Warner Middle School (6–8)
14171 Newland St., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/894-7281 • warner.wsdk8.us

The Warner Middle School E-Sports Cup winners.
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Book Donation Drive
This month we celebrated Read Across 

America week. As part of our celebration, 
one of our teachers, Mrs. Potter, organized 
a book donation drive with the Girl Scouts 
of America, and collected over 1000 books. 
These books were then distributed to 
our students and families to add to their 

collections at home. It was a wonderful way to put books 
into the hands of our school families. A big thank you 
to Mrs. Potter. Webber also held a lunch on the lawn 
day, in which we invited all of our families to come join 
their students here at school for lunch. We encouraged 
families to eat and read with their kids on our back lawn. 
Combining this day with pajama day was a lot of fun for all 
those who took part.

Robert Murdock
Principal

Webber Elementary (K–6)
14142 Hoover St., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/894-7288 • webber.wsdk8.us

Love to Read
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A CABE 2023 Award Recipient!
Willmore Language Academy is proud 

to announce that our program is being 
recognized by the California Association 
for Bilingual Education (CABE) with its 
Seal of Excellence. It is a great honor to be 
exemplifying CABE’s mission to “support 
the vision of biliteracy, multicultural 
competency, and educational equity for all 
students. We will embody our shared values 
by implementing priorities, initiatives, and 

services designed to increase California’s capacity to create 
caring and highly effective learning environments, ones 
that promote multiliteracy and support English learners 
and all diverse populations to be able to graduate college, 
have careers, and become globally prepared to live their 
lives to their fullest potential.” (www.gocabe.org/index.php/
about-cabe/)

Our students, parents, teachers, and school district have 
all played vital roles in the initial application, interview 

process, and site visits to ensure that this program 
is putting theory into practice. Our teachers are also 
dedicated to providing exemplary and rigorous instruction 
for all learners.

Willmore students learn Spanish, coding, Cognitively 
Guided Instruction (CGI), Gifted and Talented Education 
(GATE), and AVID and Guided Language Acquisition 
Design (GLAD). Our parents and community members also 
promote inclusivity and diversity by actively planning and 
participating in the district’s English Learner Advisory 
Committee (DELAC), the Parent Leadership Conference, 
and cultural events such as Tet, Cinco de Mayo, Día de los 
Muertos, Día de los Ninos, and Multicultural NIght.

The Dual Language Immersion Task Force and 
Assessment and Curriculum Team also work diligently 
to lead the program to vertically align its curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment practices to meet the needs of 
all of our stakeholders. This success is shared with DeMille 
Elementary, which is also being recognized for their Dual 
Vietnamese program!

Tieumi “Domi” 
Ellis

Principal

Willmore Elementary (K–5)
7122 Maple St., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/895-3765 • willmore.wsdk8.us
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Birds — Word Search Contest

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put Westminster in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by April 30 2023
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble.

FINCH

ROBIN

COWBIRD

PHEASANT

CHICKEN

QUAIL

DOVE

PIGEON

TURKEY

DUCK

BLUE JAY

CARDINAL

EAGLE

HAWK

FALCON

TERN

SEA GULL

PELICAN

WREN

SWAN

BUZZARD

Aubtin’s Review

Fun Ride through History
Title: Geronimo Stilton – Out Of Time
Author: Elisabetta Dami
Geronimo Stilton is 

a best-selling author 
running a newspaper 
called The Rodent’s 
Gazette. He lives in 
New Mouse City, Mouse 
Island. Geronimo and 

his friends are at the museum for 
a very special event. Then three 
artifacts went missing and director of the museum asked 
Geronimo to help. Geronimo goes off on a journey through 
time by a time machine. He meets Alexander the Great, 
Cleopatra, Sir Francis Drake and Mozart. Can Geronimo 
find all the artifacts before time runs out?

This is an adventurous, historical, educational and a 
very funny book. I enjoyed learning about famous people in 
the history in such a fun book. I hope you will too.

Aubtin is a 1st Grader. When not playing, Aubtin does writing, reading, 
and drawing. He also likes sports, swimming, music, computers, and 
trains. He cares a lot about his family and friends.

Aubtin M.

Maple’s Review

A Dangerous Journey
Title: The Extremely Inconvenient 

Adventures of Bronte Mettlestone
Author: Jaclyn Moriarty
Bronte is ten years 

old when her parents 
suddenly die. She lives 
with her Aunt Isabelle 
when she finds her 
parents’ will. It says 

that she must visit all ten of her aunts, 
except for Aunt Isabelle, and give them 
gifts. There is ancient magic in the will, 
and if Bronte does not do what it says, 
then her town, Gainsleigh, will be ripped apart. On Bronte’s 
journey, many wonderful things happen, such as visiting a 
beautiful library and learning to speak some of the Dragon 
language. This book has fun mini quests, and some pretty 
big ones too. If you enjoy books about danger and tough 
girls, you will love this book. I adored this book, and I bet 
you will too!

Maple is in 5th grade. They love reading, petting their dog, and playing 
with their friends. They want to be a librarian when they grow up.

Maple
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