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CalKIDS is a new program from the State of California that provides 
eligible public school students up to $1500 in free money for 
college.* CalKIDS was created to help families kickstart their  
college savings plan and increase access to higher education.

CalKIDS  
can help  

kickstart a  
child’s future.

 *Student eligibility is defined by the Local Control Funding Formula. 
The California Kids Investment and Development Savings Program (CalKIDS) is a children’s savings account program, administered by 
the ScholarShare Investment Board, an agency of the State of California. CalKIDS will provide eligible participants with college savings 
accounts, including seed deposits and other potential incentives, to help pay for future qualified higher education expenses. To learn 
more about CalKIDS or opt out of the program entirely, please see the Program Information Guide at CalKIDS.org. 

To learn more and to find  
out if your child qualifies, 
visit CalKIDS.org today!

With free 
money for 
college!
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We are pleased 
to announce that 
we will be offering 
our Saturday 
Academy (formerly 
known as Saturday 
School) to all 
students in grades 
first through sixth. 
When we offered 
this in the past we 

only accepted students who had 
absences. This year it will be open 
to all students with or without absences thanks to our 
Learning Recovery state funds. Saturday Academy will be 
held on March 11th at Marshall, Maxwell and Walter, on 
March 25th at Low, Schweitzer and Salk, and on April 1st 
at Disney, Baden Powell and Pyles. The program will run 
from 8:00 AM to 12:45 PM, and breakfast and lunch will 
be provided. Students will participate in Readers Theater, 
Physical Education and Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM) through our Legos/STEM Program. Our 
goal is to provide engaging academic programs in a fun 
and interactive manner. Parents can choose to have their 
children attend one, two or all three dates at any school 
in our District. Transportation will not be provided, but 
we have schools in the northern, middle and southern 
sections of our District on each date, which will make 
getting to the schools easier for our students and families. 

All classes will be taught by our fully-credentialed teachers 
and each school site will have a principal, front office staff, 
custodian, food service staff, and activity supervisors 
present throughout the day. For more information please 
visit our website at www.magnoliasd.org

Saturday Academy

Dr. Frank  
Donavan

Superintendent

Board of Trustees

Barbara  
Quintana

Trustee

Nathan  
Zug

President

Barbara J.  
Clendineng

Trustee

Connie 
Martin
Clerk

Annie 
Warne
Trustee

http://www.magnoliasd.org
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Superintendent Dr. Donavan 
begins this issue with this message on 
page 3 about the Saturday Academy 
(formerly Saturday School). It is 
wonderful to be able to provide these 
additional learning opportunities.

In this issue you will read about 
the renaming of a school, kindness 
rocks, the joy of playtime, the Great 
Kindness Challenge, Peer Assistance 

Leadership Group (PAL), and so 
much more. Enjoy!

We included our popular student 
book reviews on pages 15 & 16. If 
your child would like to be a student 
columnist reviewing favorite books, 
please email for information. Also, on 
page 16 is a word search contest and 
all ages may enter.

Our next issue is May 10.

Neta Madison

Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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Gary Feldman, M.D.
MemorialCare Miller Children’s 
& Women’s Hospital Long Beach

Spring is an exciting time when we receive an additional hour of 
sunlight. While the annual daylight savings time, “spring forward,” 
offers more sunlight in the evening, it also means that we lose an 
hour of sleep. This time change can disrupt normal sleep patterns 
for children.

Some tips to help your child adjust to the time change:

• Gradually Shift Bedtime — Have your child move their   
 bedtime up by 20-minute increments each night starting   
 three days before the time change.

• Keep a Bedtime Routine — Bedtime routines help cultivate   
 strong sleep cues to help your child fall asleep at bedtime. 
 If your child is not falling asleep after bedtime, don't give in 
 to excuses they may make to get out of bed. Keep them 
 calm and preserve the bedtime routine. 

By: Gary Feldman, M.D., developmental & behavioral pediatric and sleep medicine, Stramski Children’s Developmental Center, 
MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach

How to get kids on a good sleep schedule when 
it’s time to “Spring Forward”

 • Turn Off the Light — Ensure your child’s room is dark at  
  bedtime and expose your child to light at wakeup time. 

 • Wake Your Child Up on Time – In the morning, don’t  
  compensate for the lost hour of sleep. Wake your child up  
  based on current clock time.

 • Patience is Key — Be patient if your child is sleepy for a few  
  days. Try not to let them nap if it’s not their usual practice.

Teenagers may take longer to adjust to the new time change.

This year’s daylight-saving time begins at 2 a.m. on Sunday, 
March 12, 2023. Don’t forget to mark your calendar to set your 
clocks forward one hour. Here’s wishing you and your family 
healthy sleep.

Learn more.
millerchildrens.org/care

It takes a village. 

At just seven weeks old, Athena’s heart stopped. 

MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s 

Hospital saved her life. Our cardiac specialists, 

nurses and therapists all worked together. 

Reassuring her family. Helping her grow strong. 

And forging a successful path forward. Because 

we knew, to help Athena, it would take a village. 

Dozens of highly trained pediatric specialists 

across our network. Giving families access to 

exceptional, specialized care. Now Athena can 

be a kid again…and her heart is full.

Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach
Cherese Mari Laulhere Children’s Village
Outpatient Specialty Centers from the 
South Bay to Orange County

Athena, Age 2

rt
from heart failure to a

https://www.millerchildrens.memorialcare.org/?utm_source=vanityurl&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=care
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A Commitment to the Future
Dr. Albert Schweitzer Leadership 

Academy, formerly known as Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer Elementary School, celebrated 
its official renaming on February 10th. The 
school’s new name reflects its commitment 
to developing the leadership potential of its 
students by teaching them the “7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People” through the “The 
Leader in Me” program.

The ceremony was attended by several distinguished 
guests, including members of the Magnolia School Board, 
Superintendent Dr. Frank Donavan, State Senator Josh 
Newman, Anaheim City Councilman Carlos Leon, 
and representatives from Assemblyperson Sharon 
Quirk Silva and City Councilman Jose Diaz’ 
offices. Our students played an active role in the 
ceremony by unveiling the school’s new marquee, 
which bears the new name, and participating in 
the celebration that followed.

Dr. Albert Schweitzer, the school’s namesake, 
was a renowned humanitarian, philosopher, and 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate who dedicated his life 
to serving others. The school’s new name reflects 
its commitment to carrying on Dr. Schweitzer’s 
legacy by instilling in its students the values of 
leadership, compassion, and respect for others. 
The school’s educational philosophy emphasizes 
the development of leadership skills in students, 
such as effective communication, critical 
thinking, and problem-solving, all of which are 
essential for success in both academics and life.

The renaming of the school and the adoption of The 
Leader in Me program have been met with enthusiasm and 
support from the community, as it aligns with the school’s 
mission to develop future leaders who will make a positive 
impact in their communities.

“It is a pleasure to be here to celebrate and reaffirm your 
commitment to these young people and the development 
of their immense potential as citizens, scholars, and 
future leaders of community, of industry, of the arts, 
and of government,” said State Senator Josh Newman. 
“Congratulations on this very exciting day, and I am really 
glad to be able to share it with you.”

Marcy Chant
Principal

Dr. Albert Schweitzer Leadership Academy
229 S. Dale Ave., Anaheim, CA 92804 • 714/527-7761 • schweitzer.magnoliasd.org

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Kindergarteners Soar to 
Success with Bike Riding

Did you know that biking 
is the single most important 
skill a child can learn? The 
All Kids Bike Movement 
with Fox Racing donated 
24 Strider balance bikes 
to the Kindergarteners 
at Salk so that they could 

learn to ride a bike. The benefits from 
biking include exercise, as well as 
improved self-esteem at school. Salk 
kindergarteners and teachers enjoy the 
biking lessons and love all the exercise 

they get. Students are excited to 
share how much they love learning 
to ride a bike. Having never ridden 
a bike before, learning to balance 
was the most important part of 
bike riding, then braking with their 
feet. These skills were learned 
through games, while riding bikes. 
As the students’ progressed, pedals 
were added, and the students 
continued until they were riding 
independently. Now, more than 80% 
of the kindergarteners are riding 
their bikes with pedals. No training 
wheels needed! Go Seahawks!

Katie Brown
Principal

Dr. Jonas E. Salk School
1411 S. Gilbert St., Anaheim, CA 92804 • 714/527-5143 • salk.magnoliasd.org

Brandon Chavez is now able to ride a 
pedal bike from the bike lessons that all 
kindergarten students participated in.

Newly mastered bike rider, Autumn  
Conway Acevedo looks like she has been  
riding a bike for a long time! Go Autumn!

Kindergartener Aiden Martinez  
focuses on riding his Strider bike  

with pedals on the Salk playground. 

At Salk School, Mrs. Wilmoth’s kindergarteners are eager to ride the Strider balance bikes donated by All Kids Bike Movement and Fox Racing. 

It takes a lot of concentration to ride a bike. 
Samira Martinez can now use the pedals on  

her Strider bike and is able to ride her  
bike without training wheels.
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Scottie Spirit Shines
The Dr. Peter Marshall community had 

a blast participating in the Great Kindness 
Challenge (GKC) during the last week of 
January. With the help of the Kindness 
Committee, which was composed of a group 
of teachers, a fun-filled spirit week was 
prepared to further unite us during this 
global event.

Parent volunteers helped by decorating our campus, 
and they also displayed a special message on the fence 
that faces a heavily transited street. Our Peer Assistance 
Leadership (PAL) students designed and displayed posters 
to inspire awareness of the importance of spreading 
kindness. And during our daily morning announcements, 
our kindness quote for the week, “Kindness doesn’t cost 
a thing, yet it’s the richest gift you can give,” helped us 
connect to the true value of being kind.

Many Scotties embodied the quote and the GKC theme, 
“Grow Kindness,” by taking action! Students stopped by 
our Kindness Station during their recess, where Student 
Council leaders supported them in writing gratitude 
letters to local medical heroes as well as get-well notes and 
encouragement cards to patients and their families. These 
handmade cards were delivered to 175 patients and staff at 
Anaheim Memorial Hospital. They were grateful to receive 
our Scotties’ “sunshine of kindness.”

Our Scotties also had the opportunity to give Kindness 
Shout-Outs to people on our campus, including peers, 
support staff and teachers. All the Shout-Outs were 
displayed in our cafeteria to inspire and remind our 
students that every act of kindness matters and that 
through our Scottie spirit, kindness grows!

Alma Guzmán
Principal

Dr. Peter Marshall School
2627 Crescent Ave., Anaheim, CA 92801 • 714/527-8821 • marshall.magnoliasd.org

Scottie Dog poses in front of the “Grow Kindness”/ “Crea Bondad” message created on the school’s east facing fence.

Principal Guzmán poses with Scottie Dog and Assistant Principal Lee  
as she holds a sign made by students to promote kindness.

Staff at Anaheim Memorial Hospital receive  
handmade well wishes from Marshall students.

Students write gratitude letters, get well notes, encouragement cards,  
and shout outs at the Kindness station during their recess.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Teacher of the Year
Walter Elementary 

School could not be 
prouder of our Teacher 
of the Year, Mrs. Trang 
Le. In addition to 
being OUR Teacher of 
the Year, she was also 
chosen to represent 
the district in the 

county-level Teacher of the Year 
competition. Mrs. Le is an active 
member and leader in the Walter 
School community. She participates in 
PTA, Book Fair, Teacher Leadership 
Team, the GRIP mentor program, 
and the PBIS team. This year Mrs. 
Le is also running an after-school 
enrichment program for her students 
and some of their older siblings where 
she helps students to develop skills 
and a love for both reading and art. 
But what makes Mrs. Le Teacher of 
the Year quality is her unwavering 

belief that all students can 
succeed. Her innovative 
approach to teaching 
inspires a love of learning 
in her students. Her 
first graders believe in 
themselves because their 
teacher believes in them. 
Numerous teachers from 
around the district have 
requested to come and 
watch the magic that 
happens when Mrs. Le 
steps onto the stage of her 
classroom. Her lessons are 
shared not just with her 
grade level and district, 
but all over the country 
at no cost on a variety of 
online platforms. Walter 
students and staff are 
very fortunate to have 
such an amazing teacher 
on our campus.

Esther L. Walter School
10802 Rustic Ln., Anaheim, CA 92804 • 714/761-5997 • walter.magnoliasd.org

Rudy Aguila
Principal

Certificated Employee of the Year Trang Le,  
First Grade Teacher

Rockview Family Farms proudly serves schools 
throughout Southern California. Choosing local means 

fresh, delicious, and nutritious milk for your family! 
Dairy and dairy-free options now at a store near you.

www.RockviewFarms.com

RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW
RAISED ON
ROCKVIEW

Call Sandra (562) 756-1750

www.SandrasTLC.com

Excellent References
License # 304311437 

Member OC Child Care Assoc.

Sandra’s TLC Child Care
Licensed Loving Child Care • 6 Weeks and Older

Monday to Friday • Evenings • 24 Hours 
 • Pre-School / Toddler Programs
 • Fun Home with Large Play Yard
 • Nutritious Meals & Snacks

By Kay Coop | Illustrated by Melanie Florio

Grandma, Why Do You Have 
Cracks In Your Face?

Now 
Available on 

AMAZON 
& BARNES 

AND NOBLE

https://www.rockviewfarms.com
https://sandrastlc.wordpress.com
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/grandma-why-do-you-have-cracks-in-your-face-kay-coop/1140063681?ean=9781637109007
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Joy of Playtime
Physical 

education is an 
opportunity for 
students to focus 
on developing 
motor skills and 
establishing a 
healthy lifestyle 
mindset through 

various physical activities and 
fitness. There has been a great 
need to also focus on social-
emotional development and 
mental-health awareness as many 
families in our communities continue to experience 
personal challenges from the pandemic. Structured 
playtime is the perfect opportunity to help incorporate 
all of those needs.

Marty Walter has been an important advocate to 
incorporate these needs at Juliette Low as a volunteer 
coach. He has developed structured playtime with the 
students from transitional kindergarten through first 
grade. These opportunities have not only established 
positive relationships but also helped build social skills 
as they engaged in physical education.

Mr. Walter is a Marine Corps veteran who has 
worked as a licensed vocational nurse (LVN) for over 
20 years. He and his wife, Borita, were both parents 
who enjoyed volunteering as their children attended 
Juliette Low. It was over a decade ago that Mr. Walter and 
Mrs. Lemmel, currently teaching TK, started the volunteer 
PE program with other fathers who had children attending 
the school. The program was called PE with Pops. It was 
a way for many of the fathers to get involved, especially 
during a time when many parents, including Mr. Walter, 
were affected by the record-high unemployment rates. The 
program grew to become PE with Parents as mothers began 
to inquire about becoming volunteer coaches. Mr. Walter 

even continued the program after their youngest was 
promoted from Juliette Low. He was excited to highlight 
from this experience that “having this opportunity to come 
back after these past few years of being away feels great 
after seeing the smiles on the students’ faces while setting 
up for PE.”

The students and staff are so fortunate to have such 
caring individuals like Mr. Walter, who dedicate their time 
to supporting the students of Juliette Low School of the 
Arts.

Juliette Low School of the Arts
215 N. Ventura St., Anaheim, CA 92801 • 714/533-2673 • low.magnoliasd.org

Dr. Roger Nguyen
Principal

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Kindness Rocks!
The month of February 

was filled with the spirit 
of kindness here at Lord 
Baden-Powell. Sponsored 
by the Student Council, our 
Peer Assistance Leadership 
group (PAL), and by the 
PTA, there were a number 
of different school-wide 
activities that helped to 

foster strong acts of kindness.
Some of these activities included a 

daily kindness challenge announced to 
the school each morning, some “kindness 
rocks” hidden around the campus for 
the students to find, reading kindness-
themed books during buddy classes, 
creating a Kindness Tree in the cafeteria, 
kindness notes passed out to students 
who were seen being kind at recess, and 
creating special cards to recognize our 
school support staff, such as our kitchen 
team.

Students and staff alike 
experienced the intrinsic 
rewards for their simple 
acts of kindness. Our 
PTA also supported the 
month by selling wooden 
friendship roses that the 
students could purchase 
for classmates or family 
members. They loved giving 
them to their teachers and 
principal!

Although kindness 
is modeled by our 
Roadrunners every day, 
these month-long activities 
really made for a true 
learning experience. It was 
an experience that will 
continue to encourage a 
school environment where 
all of our students can feel 
appreciated and cared for.

Kathleen 
Chammings

Principal

Lord Baden-Powell School
2911 W. Stonybrook Dr., Anaheim, CA 92804 • 714/761-5442 • bp.magnoliasd.org
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Peer Assistance Leadership (PAL) Group 
Maxwell School’s Peer Assistance 

Leadership (PAL) group consists of upper 
grade students who work as mentors and 
leaders for our school! In the morning, they 
assist in playing music during our morning 
“walk and talk” routine. They have been 
selling smencils and various holiday grams to 
help support our student council funds.

The PAL group also puts our flags up every morning to 
start and end our school day. They provide board games 
to our students to play during their recess times, and also 
help with our younger students in the classroom on their 
daily work in math or language arts.

The PAL group recently went on a field trip to the 
Orange County Department of Education for a day of 
fun interactive training. The students participated in 
activities and workshops designed to support their efforts 
on our campus. Our PAL students plan to get a firsthand 
experience at Cal State Fullerton in March to give them 
direct exposure to attending a college campus!

Steve Pescetti
Principal

Mattie Lou Maxwell School
2613 W. Orange Ave., Anaheim, CA 92804 • 714/527-2217 • maxwell.magnoliasd.org

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Be A Heart Hero
During the month of February, Pyles 

STEM Academy teamed up with The 
American Heart Association to participate 
in The Kid’s Heart Challenge. Each year, we 
are proud to take part in such an important 
event as our school community works 
together to gather donations for this worthy 
cause, and to raise money for new playground 
equipment for our school. The money 

donated helps to fund research and care for children with 
heart disease. There are three goals for the Kid’s Heart 
Challenge; Raise funds for the American Heart Association, 
complete Finn’s missions, learn hands-only CPR, and learn 
how to stay strong in body and mind. This year’s theme 
was “Be The Torch.” Students earned incentives for their 
donations including cute heart hero dragon keychains with 
names such as Breeze and Hearty. These incentives were 
a huge hit with the students! We began our challenge with 
a kick-off assembly from the American Heart Association 
and culminated the event with a morning of heart healthy 
activity stations in which every student participated. Our 
Student Council students facilitated the stations as all 
enjoyed the heart healthy activities. We are well on our 
way to reaching our goal to raise $5,000 for children in 
need and we are honored to unite with the American Heart 
Association!

Dawn Bakker
Principal

Robert M. Pyles STEM Academy
10411 S. Dale Ave., Stanton, CA 90680 • 714/761-6324 • pyles.magnoliasd.org

First Grade Teachers and event organizers, Ms. Fontyn and Ms. 
Gerdis.

Student Council Students run the hula-hoop station.Go Luis at the jump rope station.
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Kindness Rocks at Disney School!
As a Kindness certified school, 

Walt Disney Dragons embraced the 
2023 Great Kindness Challenge 
with the theme, “Kindness Rocks”. 
To excite and motivate the Disney 
community, we had a week of dress 
up days. The PAL (Peer Assistance 
Leadership) students painted rocks 
with kind messages and hid them 

around campus. Students who found rocks were 
invited to read these messages over the intercom 
system during morning announcements. Our 
students participated in infinite acts of kindness 
and were caught making posters, thank you cards, 
and helping others throughout the week. As a school 
service project, we collected shampoo, conditioner 
and body wash for Project Hero. To end this amazing 
week, Disney students participated in a march on 
kindness, chanting, “Kindness Rocks” and “Be 
Kind!” Walt Disney Students learned that being kind 
is being cool!

Regina Ford
Principal

Walt Disney School
2323 W. Orange Ave., Anaheim, CA 92804, CA 92804 • 714/535-1183 • disney.magnoliasd.org

Disney Students decorating the garden with Kindness Rocks.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Aubtin’s Review

Fun Ride through History
Title: Geronimo Stilton – Out Of Time
Author: Elisabetta Dami
Geronimo Stilton is 

a best-selling author 
running a newspaper 
called The Rodent’s 
Gazette. He lives in 
New Mouse City, Mouse 
Island. Geronimo and 

his friends are at the museum for 
a very special event. Then three 
artifacts went missing and director of the museum asked 
Geronimo to help. Geronimo goes off on a journey through 
time by a time machine. He meets Alexander the Great, 
Cleopatra, Sir Francis Drake and Mozart. Can Geronimo 
find all the artifacts before time runs out?

This is an adventurous, historical, educational and a 
very funny book. I enjoyed learning about famous people in 
the history in such a fun book. I hope you will too.

Aubtin is a 1st Grader. When not playing, Aubtin does writing, reading, 
and drawing. He also likes sports, swimming, music, computers, and 
trains. He cares a lot about his family and friends.

Aubtin M.

Daniel’s Review

Very Funny Book!
Title: The Brilliant 

World of Tom Gates
Author: Liz Pichon
The Brilliant World of 

Tom Gates is about a boy 
named Tom. Tom and his 
best friend Derek are in a 
band called Dog Zombies 

and they both want to go to a Dude3 
concert but Tom has many silly problems to deal with. Read 
this book to see what happens and to laugh out loud! This 
book is very funny and has really funny pictures. I loved 
this book and can’t wait to read the other books in this 
series!

Daniel is in third grade and he likes to spend time with his family 
playing board games, reading, and playing sports like tennis, basketball, 
and bowling.

Daniel H.

David’s Review

Smart and Funny
Title: Matilda 
Author: Roald Dahl
Matilda is a book about 

an intelligent girl whose 
parents neglect her. 
When she starts going 
to school, she meets a 
nice and caring teacher, 

Miss Honey. Matilda later discovers that 
she has a special talent. What is her 
special talent? You should read the book not just to find out 
but also if you want to laugh! The things that Matilda does 
throughout the book were funny and the author’s writing 
is hilarious. This is one of my favorite books and I’m sure it 
will be yours too!

David is in fifth grade and he loves to read and play piano. He likes math 
and activities such as tennis, basketball, and bowling.

David H.

Kailani’s Review

Perfect vs Excellence
“Strive for Excellence” 

is book 2 of 4 in the Perfect 
Balance Gymnastics 
Optional Series by Melissa 
Torres. The story is about 
Marissa, a hard-working 
gymnast and a smart 
girl who has always done 

very well in school and in gymnastics. At the start of 6th 
grade, Marissa expects herself to continue to be perfect in 
school and in gymnastics. Is training level 6 optional while 
starting middle school that difficult? Can Marissa still have 
a successful competition season while keeping up with 6th 
grade schoolwork? Can she still be perfect? Does she have 

to be perfect?
I am thankful to have finished reading this book before 

my rough weekend I just had. My last gymnastics meet was 
the worst ever, and it was on the weekend I had so much 
homework. While being disappointed from the meet, this 
book literally saved me from being too upset with myself. I 
give this book 5 out of 5 stars and would highly recommend 
it to anyone who thinks perfection is the only way to be.

Kailani is a 5th grader who loves to read. When not reading, Kailani likes 
to play with her brother, jump on the trampoline, listen to music, and 
ride horses.

Kailani T.



Fun Things and Places—Word Search Contest

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 

email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put Magnolia in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by April 15, 2023
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble!

CARNIVAL

HOME

SCHOOL

PARK

SLIDES

SWINGS

ROAD TRIP

PARTY

MOVIE

POOL

FOREST

CAMP

SEASHORE

FARM

ZOO

HIKE

BIKE RIDE

REUNION

CRUISE

SKATING

VIDEOS

Congratulations to Wendy Ochi
Winner of our November Word Search Contest!

Yoona’s Review

Countless Wishes
Book Title: Wish
Author: Barbara O’Connor
Have you ever been sent 

somewhere without your 
parents? Have you had so many 
wishes you would just wish 
would come true? I read a book called Wish. 
The main character is named Charlemange 

Reese, Charlie for short. Charlie and her family lived in 
Raleigh. Her mom and dad fought a lot. Charlie’s dad fought 
so much, it led to him going to jail. Her mom just lay in bed 
all the time in the darkness. Charlie also had a sister named 
Jackie. Her family wasn’t working out, so Charlie had to 
go to her mom’s sister, Bertha and Bertha’s husband, Gus. 
Charlie made wishes lots of times--making a wish at 11:11, 
when she finds a four-leaf clover, etc. At the end she gets 
letters from her mom and dad, who never did so before. 
What do you think the letter says? Will it make Charlie feel 
something?

Yoona is a 4th grader. She likes to read books and create stories. She also 
enjoys playing soccer.

Yoona C.

Tegan’s Book Review

Mysterious Saves
The In-Between, 

a captivating fiction 
written by Rebecca 
Ansari, revolves around 
the complicated life 
of Cooper, a teenage 
boy living in a poor 
household, with the 

absence of a father. As a strange new neighbor; a young 
girl named “Elena” moves in alone, Cooper and his younger 
sister Jess start to investigate the secrets she hides.

While Cooper and Jess realize that Elena has been the 
ignored figure that saved one juvenile’s life each mass 
incident, they fail to quickly recognize that Elena herself 
has to die painfully and wake up only to repeat the process. 
Cooper and Jess introduce themselves into the dark world 
where the mysterious girl is trapped in between life and 
death, and make it their mission to save Elena. Readers are 
taught the importance of remembering the forgotten and 
what it means to be seen. All in all, I rate this novel 5/5.

Tegan Y. is a fifth grader who enjoys art, biking, writing, and reading.

Tegan


