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By Heather Jenkins
Assistant Principal, Currie Middle School

Currie students and staff are proud of
the tremendous academic growth and
rebooting of the school and invite you to
“Discover Currie.”

The date 10-11-12 was a special day for Currie
Middle School. It was not only numerically distinctive,
but it was also the day that the State of California 
officially released California Standardized Test (CST)
data. The Academic Performance Index (API) is one
measure that is used to rank California schools for 
success. A score of 800-1000 is considered on track
toward academic achievement. 

In the past two years, the staff and students at Currie
School have worked tirelessly to improve academic
achievement and focus. Happily, Currie showed another
year of outstanding gains in its API score. The 2011-12 
API score for Currie grew another 47 points. Along with 
the 44-point growth from the previous year, the Currie
community has seen a 91-point total growth in the past 
two years. Currie proudly has broken past the 800 mark 
for an API score of 801.

Additionally, Currie Middle School has met the federal
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
growth goals to achieve safe harbor for two consecutive

years. This accomplishment means that the federal and
state government no longer identifies Currie as a school
that is in need of program improvement. Currie is the only
middle school in Orange County this year to successfully
exit program improvement (PI), which is a major accom-
plishment and point of pride for the Tustin Unified School
District.

Students and staff celebrated this accomplishment with
a metaphorical “We Have Liftoff” celebration. Teachers
shared a space-exploration-based PowerPoint presentation
with students that illustrated the tremendous gains Currie
students have made on the CST exams over the past two
years. The message to students was that as a collective
group they have helped the school raise test scores and in
future years will continue to make academic gains.

Students that showed growth in either language arts
and/or mathematics were awarded with a certificate that
acknowledged the student’s achievement on the state tests.
Those students that scored proficient or advanced were
awarded a certificate and a green “iReboot…Discover
Currie” T-shirt. The color green signifies a score of profi-
cient or advanced. Those students that were recognized 
for their achievements wore their green T-shirts with pride.
The day’s events were topped off by a rocket launch on the
blacktop.

Currie students and staff are proud of the tremendous
academic growth and rebooting of the school and invite
you to “Discover Currie.”

Currie Makes Outstanding Gains on State Test ScoresSUPERINTENDENT
In Touch 
with TUSD

Good news
abounds throughout
the Tustin Unified
School District...

State of the
Schools Breakfast

Over 200 people
attended the inau-

gural TUSD State of the Schools
Breakfast, sponsored by the Tustin
Public Schools Foundation, on
October 8 at the Foothill High
School Event Center.

The event celebrated TUSD’s
40th anniversary of unification with
musical and dance performances by
the Beckman High String Orchestra 
and Tustin High Dance Team, 
a state-of-the-schools address,
recognition of TUSD alumni, 
and a video presentation high-
lighting technology in the District.
Foothill ASB students served as
greeters and welcomed guests.

The District produced a new
video entitled “Technology in
Tustin Unified: The Future is Now –
Answer the Bell!” The video
debuted at the breakfast and can
be seen on the TUSD Web site on
the Home Page (Presentations)
or You Tube (Tustin USD).

SAT Scores Higher 
than State and Nation

Tustin Unified’s Scholastic
Assessment Test (SAT) scores 
continue to be higher than
California and national scores.

High school students throughout
the nation take the SAT each year.
The test consists of math, critical
reading and writing sections. The
results are published by the College
Board as part of the criteria used
for admission to colleges and 
universities.
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Fall is here and with it comes 
holidays. Happy Thanksgiving to you
and your family from our School
News staff. The leadership of the
TUSD reminds us we have much to
be thankful for. As we consider our
thankfulness, we are ever mindful of
the brave service men and women
serving in our armed services, who
will not be with their families this 
holiday season.

Thank you for reading School
News and supporting education.

Our next issue is February 21. 

562/493-3193
kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Arroyo Elementary School
11112 Coronel Road, Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7381

Meeting the Challenge
A Ripple Kid Challenge was issued to all students at Arroyo

Elementary, asking them to dedicate some time over the summer
to help others in the community. The Madden Family certainly
took this challenge to heart when they joined in the fight to help
brave children battle cancer.

Angelina, Helena and Micah Madden participated in a summer
read-a-thon where they read for a total of 4,800 minutes, raising
over $1,300 for the International Society for Children with Cancer.
The founder of Ripple Kids, Bridget Belden, attended Arroyo’s weekly

flag ceremony to honor the Madden children with a $50 check that celebrated
their inspiring efforts. The family then donated the money to their cause. 

Jordan Ramsey
and Lola Wendenburg
were also honored at
the flag ceremony for
their outstanding
Ripple Kid projects as
well. These students
are outstanding
examples of individ-
uals who are making
a difference in our 
community. Their
ideas are now 
rippling out to inspire
other students to
take on challenges
and make a difference!

Arnold O. Beckman
3588 Bryan Ave., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-2900

Beckman Clubs Focus on Helping Others
Connecting students to school can create a positive and healthy

school climate and culture.
So in order to increase overall student involvement, our Beckman

students are encouraged to participate in the Four A’s: academics, 
athletics, activities and the arts. But the activities also include Beckman’s
100 different clubs! At Beckman, there is truly something for everyone.

All clubs are required to have a club constitution. They must
first be approved by the Associated Student Body, have an advisor
from the Beckman faculty, and be open to all students.

Beckman High School is proud of the fact that all of the clubs
have a community service component, and focus on helping others. Our clubs
include the American Heart Association, Anti-Bullying Project, BHS Tutorcorps,

Beckman
Engineering, Best
Buddies Club,
Families Forward,
Future Business
Leaders of America,
Go Green, Hands
Helping Paws, Key
Club, Pink Ribbon
Club, Red Cross,
Soccer for Hope,
Special Olympics,
Vision of Hope, 
Water for Education,
Working Wardrobes,
and many more!

High School

Maggie Villegas
Principal

Adele Heuer
Principal

Lexi Warren, Hailey Ennis-Wylie, Lina Metcalf, and Kaitlyn Julian.
Helena, Angelina and Micah Madden celebrate their 

Ripple Kid success in our school library.
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Benjamin Beswick 
1362 Mitchell Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7385

Celebrating API Growth
Over the past three years, Beswick Elementary School has

experienced tremendous growth in the state’s Academic
Performance Index (API), which measures the academic perform-
ance and growth of schools on a variety of academic measures.
From 2010–12, Beswick’s API has grown 41 points, breaking the
800 barrier. Not only that, but every subgroup has shown growth
each year, and all grade levels have shown growth.

In addition to the API, the percent of students proficient in
English language arts and math have grown each year across the

board. The consistent
growth across grade
levels and subgroups is
a rare occurrence for a
Title I school and
speaks volumes to the
dedication and hard
work of the teachers,
staff and students. 
Over that time,
Beswick has met its
federal targets each 
of the last three years.
Beswick continues to
grow and improve, 
and we could not be
prouder of the out-
standing success we
have shared.

Elementary School

Erick Fineberg
Principal

Barbara Benson 
12712 Elizabeth Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7531

High Expectations
Benson Elementary School is excited to participate in the

second year of the school-wide Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports (PBIS) grant, funded through the Orange County
Department of Education.

School-wide PBIS is a systems approach to establish the social
culture and behavioral supports needed for schools to be effective
learning environments for all students. PBIS is not a curriculum,
intervention, or practice; it is a decision-making framework that
guides selection, integration, and implementation of the best 

evidence-based academic and behavioral practices for improving important 
academic and behavior outcomes for all students.

In the first year of implementation, Benson established a PBIS team. This year
our PBIS team consists of teachers Junka Ezaki, Christina Burns, Diane Gilbert,
Katy Erickson, Celina Curry, and Allison Goodlander, PBIS coach Chrissy Barlet,
parent Judy Zimmerman, and principal Norma Lemus. The PBIS team will attend
two trainings and hold regular site meetings during the year. One of the training
days this year will focus on bullying prevention. In addition to the commitment
from the PBIS team, Chrissy Barlet will attend district coach training, and 
Norma Lemus will attend district-level PBIS meetings throughout the year.

Benson has identified three school-wide expectations: be kind, be safe, and be
responsible. Students are taught appropriate behaviors in a variety of settings
throughout the school and are constantly recognized for demonstrating the three
school-wide expectations.

We are excited about PBIS!

Elementary School

Norma Lemus
Principal

Student Carlos Perdomo gives his campaign speech as 
Student Body President Campaign. Way to go Carlos! 

Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!
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Columbus Tustin
17952 Beneta Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7352

Technology at Our Fingertips
For the 2012–2013 school year, Columbus Tustin Middle School

started the first phase of an electronic tablet program with sixth-
grade students. One hundred and twenty iPads were deployed to
teachers and students in September.

Teachers attended trainings over the summer at the Orange
County Department of Education. The program will continue to be
phased in over the next two years to reach all three grade levels
and will ultimately involve over a third of the students on the
campus. The primary goals of the program are to support higher

level thinking and greater access to the wealth of information and educational
support available via the Web.

Teachers are transitioning assignments from the traditional pen and paper to
electronic-based projects, which are far more engaging.

A.G. Currie Middle School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7360

Cougars Celebrate Red Ribbon Week
Currie Middle School celebrated Red Ribbon Week with a

variety of theme days and activities in which students committed
to say no to drugs. All students signed a contract to remain drug
free. In addition, each day boasted a different theme. For example,
one day was
“Team Up
Against Drugs,”
and students
were invited to

wear a jersey to show their 
support for being drug free.
There was also a student-
versus-staff basketball game
that day to encourage healthy
choices. Another theme day
was “College Bound and Drug
Free Is the Way to Be.”
Students and staff participated
by wearing college T-shirts and
sweatshirts to show that living
a drug-free lifestyle leads to
academic success.

Currie ASB and Club Live
worked together to plan a
variety of activities during 
nutrition and lunch breaks to
highlight the importance of
staying away from drugs.

Middle School

Dean Crow
Principal

Christine Matos
Principal

Columbus Tustin students are hard at work with their iPads.

Currie sixth-graders, (f) Johnny Martinez, 
Melanie Gonzalez and Cecilia Ostorva; 

(b) Cecilia Bailon, Jessie Garrison and Emmanuel
Araujo proudly display their Pledge for a Drug Free
Lifestyle signed by Assemblyman Donald Wagner.

Embroidery • Printed Tees • Bling
For Clubs, Teams, Schools and Boosters

Offering quality work & speedy turn times

Call Jonathan Stone at (714) 418-4322
SantaAna@EmbroidMe.com

Ask about
TUSD 

Special
Pricing

Santa Ana
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Foothill High School
19251 Dodge Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7464

Green Power Academy Races to the Future
By Jeff Farr, Engineering and Math Teacher

Foothill High School’s Green Power Academy has started its
third year with over 120 students enrolled in three different 
pre-engineering classes. Freshmen and sophomores take a CAD
drafting class, while juniors are enrolled in the Principles of
Engineering class. Seniors who are in their third academy year are
working on capstone projects in which they design and build an
electric race car to compete in the UCI Performance Engineering
competition. They are also working with a local contractor on the

proposal, design and installation of residential solar-power systems, with the goal
of installing at least five systems this year.

In addition, 30 students in the after-school engineering club are involved in
interclub design/build/perform small-project competitions and are building an
additional race car for the UCI competition.

Helen Estock Elementary School
14741 North B St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7390

Raising the Bar for Students
Estock Elementary School had over 100 parents, students, and

staff run in the Dinosaur Dash. We appreciate their support. We
would like to thank the Tustin Public Schools Foundation for the
Outdoor Education and library grants, which total more than
$2,500.

The Assistance League of Tustin held its annual dental
screening for 200 students. We appreciate their support. We are
also grateful to the Tustin Area Council for Fine Arts for supporting
our efforts in the arts by providing a school scholarship for 410
students to participate in the Meet the Masters program.

Estock is supporting
Tustin Unified School
District in raising the bar
for our students. We want
to provide our students
and staff with access to
the best and most current
technology. To that end,
we have identified our
first group of esTechies.
These students trouble-
shoot for our younger
tech users and assist in
the computer lab as
needed.

Anyway you add it up,
Estock is a great place to
be!

Nancy Jenkins
Principal

Al Marzilli
Principal

Foothill’s award-winning electric racing car from the 2012 UCI Competition.Estock’s esTechies assist other students in the computer lab.
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Guin Foss Elementary School
18492 Vanderlip Ave., Santa Ana, 92705 • 714/730-7552

Supporting a Special Student
In September, everyone here wore green in an effort to raise

awareness about mitochondrial disease. Mitochondria are responsible
for creating most of the energy needed by the body to sustain life
and support growth. Failure or damage can result in great damage
to the body’s systems and organs.

Fifth-grader student Sami Schlemmer has been diagnosed with
mitochondrial disorder and has undergone numerous surgeries
and struggles her entire life. But Sami is a fighter and a role model
to her peers.

“She is one inspiring little girl!” Supt. Greg Franklin said when he met her.
With the help of Sami’s physicians, every teacher and fifth-grader received

green bands. A video about what it means to live with this condition was shown
in her classroom.
Sami has created a
website called
www.baconbit-
sofhope.com to
bring awareness,
support, resources,
encouragement
and hope for 
children dealing
with serious med-
ical issues every
day and hopefully
make their lives a
little brighter along
the way!

Robert Heideman
15571 Williams St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7521

Gateways to Literacy
Heideman School proudly congratulates Trish Carter-Anderson

for being awarded the Outstanding Contributions to Literacy
recognition by the American Literacy Foundation! She was one of
10 teachers honored in the state of California.

Trish currently teaches the Gateways Reading and Writing 
program to fourth- and fifth-grade students. Her passion is meeting
students at their current level and leading them to grade-level
achievement and beyond. Recently completing a master’s degree
with a reading emphasis, Trish engages students with rigor 

and relevance while teaching students about “on the surface” and “below the 
surface” comprehension techniques. The growth and learning students show in
her class are her proudest accomplishments.

Each recipient
of this award
receives a $2,000
prize as well as a
$500 grant for the
school. Pushing
21st-century lit-
eracy, Trish has a
plan to integrate
technology and 
literacy, allowing
students to create
their own online
books.

Way to go,
Trish!

Elementary School

Eric Kilian
Principal

Kelly Fresch
Principal

Trish Carter-Anderson and her students love to read.Student Sami Schlemmer, her physician and friends at Guin Foss.
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Hicks Canyon Elementary School
3817 Viewpark, Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1878

Our “Duties” are the Best!
Lunch recess is the favorite part of the day for most children.
“Can you open this yogurt?” “I forgot my lunch.” “He’s out and

won’t get out.” “Can I be dismissed to play?”
These are common lunchtime comments heard at just about

any elementary school. At Hicks Canyon Elementary School, these
discussions are embraced by a dedicated, energetic, and caring
group of noon-duty supervisors. Affectionately known as “duties,”
our playground crew comes to school each day with enthusiasm
and a genuine love for the job. Their kindness and respect for the
children is a joy to watch.

We appreciate
the outstanding role
models that our
noon-duty supervi-
sors are for our
students. They
demonstrate the
Hicks Canyon 
positive behavior
traits of respect,
responsibility, and
safety on a daily basis.

Character Counts
at Hicks Canyon,
and we thank our
noon-duty team.
They are the best!

Hewes Middle School
13232 Hewes Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7348

Learning to Speak Up!
On Friday afternoon at 2:28 p.m., the last bell of the school day

has rung. It is always the signal for a mass exodus of students
through the gates of Hewes Middle School beginning to enjoy their
two-day weekend.

However, in room B-3, there is room full of students who are
staying after school, and who actually want to be there. That’s
because these students want to learn how to be confident public
speakers! 

Linda Pran, a dedicated and organized parent, along with 
Dr. Cummins, a brilliant orator, have created such a place for this to happen. 
It is our Hewes “Speak Up” club, or Youth Toastmasters.

Not only do these
students learn how
to become self-
assured public
speakers, they also
learn how to
organize their
thoughts and
present them in an
exciting debate
format. It’s a great
way for them to
develop leadership
and listening skills in
a fun and friendly
environment.

Michele
Boudreaux

Principal

Cindy Agopian
Principal

Speak Up Club visits Orange County Superior Court.

Hicks Canyon noon duty supervisors include Christine Apgar, 
Linda Camou, Mimi Ebel, Rocio Jimenez, Fauzia Khan, Heather
Lichterman, Pilita Moran, Julie Livingstone and Josh Rodriguez.

Hillview High School
15400 Lansdowne Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7356

Sharing Insight about Success
One of the programs that Hillview has started recently is our

“People of Success Assembly.” Three community members and one
staff member are part of the panel interview in which the students
are the audience. Most recently, TUSD assistant superintendent of
Administrative Services Dr. Alex Rojas, Greg Bochesa from a local
construction company, insurance agent Steve Pickell and Hillview
teacher Kristine Wetzel volunteered their time as panel members.

During the 45-minute assembly panel, members shared insight
on what makes them successful as both an employee and a person.

During the assembly, the students were required to take notes.
Since many high school students lack “experience in the real world,” the

“People of Success Assembly” has proven valuable in getting students ready for
life after high school.

Tim O’Donoghue
Principal

Insurance agent Steve Pickell, Assistant Superintendent Alex Rojas, Contractor Greg Bochesa,
and teacher Kristine Wetzel volunteered their time as panel members.
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FOR KIDS
FOR KIDS

TM

This section features 
enrichment opportunities

for children to
 find their passion!

College-4-Less

Things to Consider Before Saving for College
Saving for college can be an overwhelming

thought for young families that are just starting
out and are trying to buy a first home. If you are
also saving for retirement, the cost of college can
be paralyzing.

The changes in governmental rules also provide challenges.
For example, 529 Plans originally were not considered in the
financial aid calculation but now are. Here are four suggestions
that can smooth your way.

1) Make sure you contribute to your retirement plan before you contribute to
a college savings plan. Most advisors recommend contributing the largest afford-
able percentage that your employer will match. If you are a stay at home spouse,
set up an IRA or a Roth IRA. Just be aware that these plans typically are invested
in stocks, bonds and mutual funds that carry greater risk. The good news is that
currently, retirement accounts are generally not considered in the financial aid
calculation at most schools.

2) Buying your own home should be a top priority as soon as it makes financial
and practical sense. It will serve as a future investment. You will build equity over
time and it may provide you with collateral that may be used in the future to help
pay for college.

3) Make sure your income is protected. What does that mean? Should you lose
your job, become disabled or not make it home; will your family be able to have
the resources to go on? Make sure you have the life and disability insurance to
protect your family’s future.

4) Have an accessible and safe emergency fund. The accounts that provide
savings and liquidity are Long Term CD’s, Fixed Annuities, Indexed Annuities and
Cash Value Life Insurance. Many times working with a trusted advisor will help
you find money you don’t realize you have. By repositioning assets you may
increase your cash flow and add to your savings. When you do begin saving for
college, plan and save to maximize your funds and minimize any penalties.

Susan both educator and advisor specializes in college planning. She helps families save for and pay
for college. If you have questions you would like answered in a future article e-mail her at
Susan@College4Less.com.

Susan D. Marshall

Please see 
our ad on the

back cover.
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Educational Services
Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 309

Tablet Technology in the Classroom
By Nancy Lev, Director of Elementary Education

Heideman and Hicks Canyon Elementary Schools are integrating
21st-century learning into the classroom with the use of tablet
technology. Handheld electronic tablets are used as instructional
tools to connect teaching and learning to the fingertips of both
teachers and students. Students use “apps” for remediation and
extra practice, as well as extended activities, creating useful tools
for both at-risk and gifted learners.

At Hicks Canyon, the term “Google it” is often used in the class-
room during discussions, and answers to questions can be found

immediately. Tablets can be integrated with the teachers’ computers and used to
navigate SMART Boards as teachers walk around the classroom.

Heideman students have experimented with a spelling app which allows them
to self- administer spelling tests by hearing their own voices, with results
instantly e-mailed to the teacher for grade keeping. Students also use an online
discussion forum program to reflect on literature and respond to each others’
comments. The program provides teachers and students with a secure place to
connect, collaborate, share content and educational applications, and access
homework, grades, class discussions, and notifications. Accelerated Reader tests
are taken on the devices as well.

Teachers and students alike are excited about this technology. Teachers are
eager for professional development opportunities to help them learn more about
this incredible tool. Handheld tablet technology in the classroom helps support
modern learning and up-to-date science, engineering, and math instruction so
Tustin Unified School District students are better prepared for college, careers,
and the global market.

Kathie Nielsen
Chief Academic

Officer

$OO VNLOO OHYHOV ZHOFRPH
EHJLQQHUV� LQWHUPHGLDWH� DGYDQFHG DQG VSHFLDO QHHGV WRR��
:H SURXGO\ RIIHU GLYLVLRQV DQG WHDPV IRU (9(5<21(�

1R VFRUHV� QR VWDQGLQJV DQG QR SUDFWLFHV
�Y� LV MXVW IXQ� IDVW JDPHV�

([SHULHQFH \RXWK VSRUWV DW LWV ILQHVW�
%DODQFHG WHDPV� OLFHQVHG FRDFKHV� FHUWLILHG UHIHUHHV��
DEXQGDQW ILHOGV DQG ORWV RI YROXQWHHUV�

�Y� 6RFFHU
2UDQJH -XQLRU 6RFFHU &OXE

�Y� 6RFFHU
3URXGO\ 6HUYLQJ WKH &RPPXQLW\ IRU �� <HDUV�

$OO SOD\HUV ZHOFRPH � � ± �� \HDUV ROG

:H VWULYH WR EH WKH PRVW�
IXQ� H[FLWLQJ DQG GHYHORSPHQWDO�
VRFFHU H[SHULHQFH LQ WKH FRXQWU\�

:H�ZDQW \RXU FKLOG WR EH D SDUW RI
RXU VSHFLDO KHULWDJH��

3OD\HUV '2 127 KDYH WR OLYH LQ 2UDQJH WR SOD\�

ZZZ�RMVF�RUJ � ������������



12 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

U NF
Swim Word Search ContestSwim Word Search Contest

Anchor
Backstroke
Boards
Breaststroke
Butterfly
Chlorine
Diving 
Dolphin 
Ear Plugs

Flippers
Freestyle
Goggles
Headcap
Kickboards
Kicking
Lane Lines
Medley
Meets

Paddles
Pool
Pulleys
Race
Relay
Strokes
Surfacing
Times
Underwater

One word in the list is NOT in the word search. 
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that is the word you 

email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put TUSD in the subject line)

Rules!!!

Entries must be received by December 15, 2012
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

Congratulations to Megan Pham
Winner of the September Word Search Contest!

Word Search by Gunnar Coop
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Nutrition Services
Tustin Unified School District 
300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 342

What’s New On the Menu?
Nutrition Services has added many new entrées this year.

Elementary students will see a new tostada salad made with
romaine lettuce, black beans, roasted corn and peppers, cheese
and ranch dressing. We have also added mandarin orange chicken
with brown fried rice, fusilli pasta, teriyaki beef dippers, whole-
grain pizza sticks, and whole-grain macaroni and cheese.

Middle school students will see barbecues every week featuring
hamburgers, veggie burgers and a variety of roasted and sautéed
vegetables. We have also added barbecue meatball sandwiches,
black-bean flatbread sandwiches, turkey Cobb salads and new
noodle bowls.

High school students will see new panini sandwiches, such as the sausage and
egg panini and the pesto turkey panini. In addition, they will see new items such
as turkey carnitas enchiladas, whole-muscle-meat chicken entrees, baked ziti and
new noodle bowls. All high schools also offer a daily themed salad bar. A few of
the themes are potato bar, burrito bowl bar and fish taco bar.

In addition to the entrees, each student will have a choice of fruit, vegetable,
and milk or soy milk.

Upcoming Wellness Contests
The District’s Wellness Committee will be sponsoring the following contests in

February. Elementary school students can submit their favorite healthy lunch,
and the winning lunch will be featured in their school cafeteria. Middle and high
school students will be able to enter the Iron Chef contest in which the winning
menu will be prepared and featured by the winning students.

Teresa Squibb
Director
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C.C. Lambert Elementary School
1151 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7457

Writing Our Way to Achievement
There is a whole new way of writing at Lambert Elementary

School, and students and teachers are very excited about it!
Writer’s Workshop is such an enthusiastic time of day in every
classroom. Writer’s Workshop is a comprehensive approach to
teaching students writing skills, which helps students improve
their writing with careful attention to the writer’s process and a
sustained emphasis on revision.

The teachers utilize a combination of whole group, small group,
and individual instruction, along with teacher and peer conferencing,

to develop all areas of writing. Students become successful writers because the
teacher is able to differentiate instruction to meet the students’ individual needs.

This signature practice for Lambert is being supported by two full days of 
district-wide staff development, as well as 10 classroom lab coaching sessions for
each teacher this year. Lambert scholars’ growth in writing and enthusiasm
toward it are inspiring to see in every grade level and in every classroom.

Deanna Parks
Principal

Myford Elementary School
3181 Trevino Drive, Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1875

Student Writers
If you walk into any classroom at Myford Elementary School on

any given day, you will notice students busily writing and sharing
their own personal narratives. That’s because the Myford staff has
embraced Writers Workshop as the school’s signature practice. 
The teachers at Myford, as well as other elementary schools in the
district, are focusing on writing for their signature practice as a
way to address the new Common Core State Standards’ emphasis
on writing across the curriculum.

This past summer, teachers participated in a professional devel-
opment in-service, which outlined the Writers Workshop approach to teaching
writing. Teachers learned about the process and were given time to plan their
units of study for the upcoming school year. The units of study that teachers
focus on are narrative, expository or non-fiction writing, and opinion or persuasive
writing pieces, which all align with the Common Core Standards.

Throughout the school year, teachers will be given additional opportunities to
learn about Writers Workshop and to refine their teaching practices by partici-
pating in the lab study program, which allows the teachers to observe the staff
developers teach lessons in their own classrooms. They are then given opportunities
for debrief after the lessons so that questions can be answered and lesson plans
can be adjusted.

We look forward to celebrating our student authors through classroom publishing
parties, monthly Author’s Teas, and much more.

Amy Fedderly
Principal

Ladera Elementary School
2515 Rawlings Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7505

Technology and Your Child’s Success
The Ladera Elementary School technology revolution continues

for students. Roughly 10,000 school library materials have been
relabeled to facilitate the use of the school’s Accelerated Reader
program. Student reading levels are assessed, and they are
assigned point goals for the month and year. Students then need
to read books at their levels and complete online comprehension
quizzes to accumulate points and meet their reading goals. Other
technology initiatives being explored include: Student Response
Systems, eBooks, and electronic tablets.

We recently conducted school-wide assemblies on bullying. Students were
taught to recognize: what bullying is (repeated, purposeful, harmful behavior);
roles in a bullying scenario (“bully,” “target,” and “bystander”); and types of bullying
(name-calling, exclusion, and cyber-bullying). A couple of the key strategies to
defend oneself include asking the bully to stop and reporting the behavior to an
adult. The central message is that a child has the ability to deal with situations
that are uncomfortable or threatening by taking action, not waiting for things to
“go away.”

Participating in fund-raising and volunteering are great, but two decades of
research says that the best thing you can do to boost a child’s academic achieve-
ment is to talk to a child about school. Demonstrating a genuine interest and
asking specific questions, such as “What kind of activities did you do in science
today?” will stimulate conversation. Talking about school, reading with a child 
(in any language), and helping a child develop positive work habits and attitudes
about school are key to a child’s success.

Derek Pinto
Principal

Loma Vista Elementary School
13822 Prospect Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7528

Involved and Thriving
One of the greatest gifts that children take away from attending

school is the feeling of being connected to a community. Loma
Vista Elementary School students take advantage of different
opportunities to become involved and connected to their school.
Currently, 35 children are participating in one or more of our after-
school Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math (STEAM)
enrichment classes: Spanish, Engineering with LEGO, Crazy
Chemistry, and Technology.

Our school choir participation has almost doubled since last
year, with approximately 55 students involved. These students arrive at 7:30 a.m.
once a week to practice and enjoy the art of singing. Dozens of young athletes
have joined our school volleyball team and are learning the virtues of sportsman-
ship. Finally, our peer mediation program, Courageous Cougars, is back and
thriving!

We are
extremely
proud to
offer our
young
scholars a
range of
exciting
opportunities
to grow as
leaders and
become
involved
and
invested in
their school
community.

Katy Sheyka
Principal

Loma Vista Choir performs “Doe a Dear” to the school community.

Carmen Balderas, Roslendi Lorenzo , Scarlet Rodriguez and Shareny Salpan 
from Mr. Madueno’s 5th grade class are busy revising their writing.
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W.R. Nelson Elementary School
14392 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7536

Jeff Chien Receives State Literacy Award
Nelson Elementary School recently received notification that

fourth-grade teacher Jeff Chien is one of 10 teachers in the state
to receive the Outstanding Contributions to Literacy Award.
Principal John Laurich nominated Mr. Chien for the award.

Mr. Chien had to complete a lengthy selection process, which
culminated with a video of a literacy lesson in his classroom. As an
award winner, Mr. Chien receives $2,000 and the school receives
$500. Mr. Chien has chosen to donate his cash award to the Nelson
Elementary Alumni Scholarship, which is administered by the
Tustin Public Schools Foundation.

In 2008, Mr. Chien
was selected as
Nelson’s Teacher of
the Year, and he used
the monetary award
to start the scholar-
ship fund, which
awards $250 scholar-
ships each year to
graduating seniors
who attended Nelson.
Donations to the
Nelson Alumni
Scholarship Fund can
be made through the
Tustin Public Schools
Foundation at
www.tpsf.net.

John Laurich
Principal

Orchard Hills School
11555 Culver Drive, Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/669-0680

Students Pursue Interests through Clubs
A major element of the middle school philosophy is for students

to be actively involved in school-related activities extending
beyond the classroom setting. Students at Orchard Hills are
encouraged to start clubs or become active participants in clubs
on campus.

Orchard Hills School had a successful Club Rush in October,
and we have 18 new clubs on campus. Over 400 students signed
up for clubs, and our clubs continue to grow weekly in membership.

A few of the school clubs include Animania, Asian Dance Club,
California Junior Scholastic Federation (CJSF), Craft Boss, Forensics Speech and
Debate, Friends of Rachel, Games Club, Homework/Study Group, Iconic Boyz
Club, Minecraft, Performing Arts, Programmer’s Club and Sports Club.

Through these clubs, our Hawks pursue longstanding passions, test out 
budding interests, and forge friendships with peers and staff. What a premier and
talented bunch our students are!

Rich Montgomery
Principal

Jeff Chien awards 2012 Nelson Alumni Scholarship to
Melissa Arvizu, Concordia University; Helen To, University of Georgia;

Dejah Hilliard, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo; and 
Noel Hong, Irvine Valley College. Over 400 students signed up to get involved in clubs during Orchard Hills School’s Club Rush!
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Red Hill Elementary School
11911 Red Hill Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7543

Making Healthy Choices
The theme of this year’s Red Ribbon Week celebration for Red

Hill Elementary School was “Making Healthy Lifestyle Choices.”
Our goal is to have students think about choices they make
throughout their day that affect their bodies.

We kicked off the theme with Walk-to-School Day on October 3.
Students and their parents found safe ways to get to school. We
had two “walking” school buses, where families came together to
walk to school. As a result of this event, Walking Wednesdays now
take place weekly.

Red Hill is also showing students other great physical activities, such as
Zumba and Crossfit, at lunchtime. Students are also being encouraged to stay
hydrated by drinking water throughout the day, as well as packing healthy
snacks. There was great student discussion about favorite fruits and vegetables
on Nutrition Day!

It is our hope that students will learn that making healthy choices will have a
great impact on their learning and their lives.

Jeane Thorman Elementary School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7364

Blooming with Pride
Thorman Elementary School’s garden is looking good! Thanks 

to our after-school garden club, and Eagle Scout candidate Cody
Russell, it is now blooming with flowers, herbs, pumpkins and 
succulent plants.

Two additional planter boxes were built and painted a cheerful
yellow to help provide more space in the garden. Cody also finalized
his project this summer by leveling the ground around the planter
boxes. He laid in 15 tons of decomposed granite in the walkways.
Yes, 15 tons! He then filled in the planters with planting soil.

Cody supervised a crew of over
30 volunteers, who also helped with
other gardening beautification jobs
around the campus. Our after-
school club then planted new
succulents and native California
garden plants. The sunflowers are
now blooming taller than our
teachers, and the grapes and flow-
ering jasmine are growing happily
on the trellises.

Our students are ready for 
some hands-on science lessons on
composting, and they also want to
learn about the life cycle of plants.
Community service and school
pride are definitely blooming here
at Thorman School.

Tracy Barquer
Principal

Will Neddersen
Principal

Pioneer Middle School
2700 Pioneer Road, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7534

Respect Others, and Act Responsibly
Our 2012–13 school year has begun with an intense focus on

preparing our students to think critically and apply their newly
learned knowledge—mastery of standards—to real-world situations.
During our first week of tutorial, every teacher led our students
through the first of a series of instructional strategies that they will
use throughout their educational career.

The first strategy is called “Marking the Text.” Students across
the campus learned that numbering the paragraphs, circling key
terms and underlining the author’s claims are strategies that can

and will be used in
all courses.
Students responded
very positively to
the newly acquired
skill: “It helps me
understand what 
I am reading and
discuss what it
means.” “This
strategy will help
me because I can
analyze the text
and comprehend it
better.”

Thank you,
Pioneer teachers, for
making this tutorial
very successful!

Tracey Vander
Hayden
Principal

Red Hill Students wearing the colors of their favorite fruits and vegetables.

Pioneer students marking the text.

Cody Russell Eagle Scout candidate 
works on Thorman garden project.

Peters Canyon Elementary School
26900 Peters Canyon Road, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7540

FRIENDS Club Makes a Difference
The Peters Canyon Elementary School Facilitating Relationships

and Interactions in Everyday Naturally Developing Situations
(FRIENDS) Club has just begun its inaugural year. The club
leaders, Mrs. Cook, Mrs. Youpel, and Mrs. Zavala, saw the need for
interaction with our special needs students and celebrating our
differences.

The fifth-grade students completed application regarding their
leadership abilities, being positive role models, and their interests
in helping other children with special needs develop relationships

through fun-filled activities. The fifth-graders were chosen for their strong character
traits as mentors, including kindness, patience, and compassion.

The club
meets on Fridays
during lunch. 
The fifth-grade
mentors will log
service hours and
be honored for
their service.
They will partici-
pate in birthday
celebrations, 
picnics, board
games, video
games, baseball
games, and field
trips.

Molly Murphy
Principal

Students and teachers of Peters Canyon’s F.R.I.E.N.D.S. Club.
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Tustin High School
1171 El Camino Real, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7414

Dance Honors
At the Tustin High School (THS) Welcome Back Assembly, held

on September 14, the Honorable Don Wagner, State Assemblyman
from the 70th Assembly District, presented the Tustin High School
Dance Team with a proclamation honoring their recent national
title.

Earlier this year, the THS Dance Team brought home its 13th
national title. This year’s title was awarded at the Sharp International
Competition in Las Vegas. THS Dance won individual awards in the
pom, jazz, and all-male categories. These strong results gave Tustin
High the overall title.

Assemblyman Wagner presented the proclamation to Courtney Boutwell, the
dance team captain, Kierstie Nielsen, the head coach, Andrew Simbol, the all-
male coach, and members of the dance team. Assemblyman Wagner is a strong 

supporter of
Tustin Unified
School District
schools and fre-
quently recognizes
student achieve-
ment. This
proclamation was 
presented in the
new Sports
Pavilion in front of
the entire student
body. It was a
great day for THS
and THS Dance!

Jonathan
Blackmore

Principal

THS Dance and Assemblyman Don Wagner.

Tustin Memorial Academy
12712 Browning Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7546

Lunch is On Dad!
One Friday per month, the Tustin Memorial Academy (TMA)

campus sees an influx of fathers appear here around noon. They
arrive armed with picnic lunches, lawn chairs, and blankets and
spread out all over the grass and lunch areas. The cause for 
celebration? It’s our monthly Picnic Lunch with Dad, and it is a
very popular day for children and dads alike.

Sponsored and organized by our HEROES (Helping Enrich the
Resources of Every Student), this group of TMA fathers is com-
mitted to providing opportunities for dads to be involved with the

education of their
children. Keeping
fathers as a familiar
presence on campus
allows our students
to share their
friends and their
school world. The
event also serves to
build friendships
between fathers and
provides plenty of
networking oppor-
tunities as well.

Thanks to
HEROES for 
supporting parental
involvement at
TMA!

Wendy Hudson
Principal

Andre and Anne Marie vanderHoek share sandwiches at the lunch tables.
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Tustin Ranch Elementary School
12950 Robinson Drive, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7580

A Symphony of Musical Learning
Tustin Ranch Elementary School is honored to participate in

the Pacific Symphony’s Frieda Belinfante’s Class Act Program for
the 2012–2013 school year. In Class Act, students are provided
with classical music education by a professional musician within
the Pacific Symphony Orchestra.

This year our musician-in-residence is Pacific Symphony cellist
Ian McKinnell, who will be introducing us to the music of composer
Camille Saint-Saens and the theme “Endless Imagination.” This
multi-faceted program involves multiple lessons throughout the year.

In addition, Tustin Ranch families will be invited to attend our Class Act
Family Night. During our family night, four Pacific Symphony musicians will 
perform for the Tustin Ranch School community. The musicians will perform the

music of Camille
Saint-Saens to
entertain, story tell,
and capture the
imaginations of the
audience.

In the spring,
our students will
take a field trip to
the Orange County
Performing Arts
Center’s Segerstrom
Concert Hall to 
see a the Pacific
Symphony
Orchestra perform.

Marjorie Veeh Elementary School
1701 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7544

Dino-Might Students!
Congratulations to our newly elected Student Council officers:

Aley Ortega, president; Ori English, vice president; Casandra
Olvera, secretary; Julie Melara, treasurer; and Sarina Celis, publicity
chair. Under the guidance of advisor Elizabeth Catron, these 
officers and the student council members will help organize a
canned-food drive during Thanksgiving and a toy drive during the
winter holidays. These leaders will also decide on our Spirit Days
and lead our Friday Flag Ceremonies.

The Dino
Dash Poster Committee had the
difficult challenge of selecting
one winner per grade level from
over 100 entries. All of the 
students who entered the 
contest did an excellent job,
and their drawings will be 
displayed throughout the campus.
Congratulations to the following
students who were the winners
of the Dino Dash Poster
Contest: Arlet Bravo, kinder-
garten; Donovan Bejarano, first
grade; Alexandria Magdaluyo,
second grade; Lupita Aranda,
third grade; Arly Zavala, fourth
grade; and Jessica Martinez,
fifth grade.

C.E. Utt Middle School
13601 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7573

Algebra Scores Soar
It is with great pride that I am able to report that Utt Middle

School had the third highest rate of algebra proficiency among
eighth-grade students in all of Orange County. This is a testament
not just to our algebra teachers, who do a tremendous job year
after year, but also the hard work of our teachers at the Math 6
and pre-algebra levels.

The success of our students can be attributed not just to the
hard work of the students and the teachers, but also to the
parents, who have set high expectations for their children and

their academic
success. While
we are quite
happy with our
ranking, we are
not content, and
we hope next
year to be the
top school in
Orange County 
in eighth-grade
algebra 
proficiency.

Congratulations
to all at Utt
Middle School!
Keep up the 
great work!

Dean Jennings
Principal Tom Giebe

Principal

Ryan Bollenbach
Principal

(B) Jessica Martinez, Dino
(F) Alexandria Magdaluyo, Arly Zavala, Lupita Aranda

Utt students work together on an algebra assignment.
Pacific Symphony Musicians tuning up 

to perform for Tustin Ranch’s Family Night.

Tustin Public Schools Foundation
150 El Camino Real, suite#140, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/832-6299 • www.tpsf.net

Did Dinosaurs Dash! They Did!
Thank you for making the 22nd annual Dinosaur Dash a 

success! We appreciate those who volunteered, ran, walked or
biked to support our schools. If you ran in the timed 5K or 10K
races, be sure to check out your results at DinosaurDash.net.

All of the proceeds from the Dinosaur Dash support our Tustin
Unified schools. One way is through the Tustin Public Schools
Foundation’s Grant Program. Each school is invited to apply for
funding for special projects that enhance student learning.
Applications are now available on our website. Applications are
reviewed on the 15th of every month.

Become a fan of
the Tustin Public
Schools Foundation
on Facebook. You
can keep updated on
our activities and
learn about ways to
support our schools.
You can also follow
TPSF on Twitter.

Carol Burby
Garrett

Executive Director

Superintendent Greg Franklin congratulating Tustin High student
Charles Yoeun on his logo design for the Dinosaur Dash. Submit 

your logo idea for next year’s event. See www.tpsf.net for details.
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Mark Eliot
Director of Communications & Public Information

300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • (714) 730-7339• www.tustin.k12.ca.us

For 2012, Tustin Unified students outperformed students in
California and the nation by at least 40 points in critical reading
and 46 points in math. District students averaged 54 points over
the state average and 62 points over the national average in
writing.

TUSD’s total mean score (math, critical reading and writing) of
1646 significantly exceeded the state mean score of 1503 and the
national mean score of 1498. In addition, Tustin Unified had more
students taking the exam this year.

During the 2012-13 school year, Tustin Unified will continue 
to target instruction to the District and state standards; promote

student participation in District-sponsored SAT workshops; focus on reading,
writing and math skills; and encourage more student participation in higher level
courses.

National Merit Semifinalists
Ten seniors from Beckman High School and a senior from Tustin High School

have been selected as 2013 National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists by the
National Merit Scholarship Corporation. Over 1.5 million juniors in nearly 22,000
U.S. high schools entered the National Merit Program by taking the preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test last year.

The Tustin Unified students are among 16,000 high school seniors who will
compete for approximately 8,300 Merit Scholarship awards worth more than 
$32 million. They were selected based on their scores in the SAT/NMSQT. The
top scorers in each state, representing less than one percent of those competing,
are selected as semifinalists. Merit Scholarship finalists will be announced next
spring.

Teachers of the Year
The Tustin Unified School District’s 2012 Teachers of the Year – Jennifer

Sandland, third/fourth-grade teacher at Peters Canyon Elementary School;
Kristina Posavec, seventh- and eighth-grade science teacher at Utt Middle
School; and David Goldenberg, history/social science teacher at Beckman High
School, were honored by the Orange County Department of Education at its
annual Orange County Teachers of the Year Dinner on October 19 at the
Disneyland Hotel.

Sandland and Goldenberg were also recognized as two of four Orange County
Teachers of the Year – the first time in TUSD history! They are the fifth and sixth
Tustin Unified teachers in the past 11 years to be named Orange County Teacher
of the Year.

Barry Turner Field and Foothill Tennis Courts
TUSD held a dedication ceremony for the Barry Turner Field and ribbon-cutting

ceremony for the Foothill High Tennis Courts on September 17 at the Hillview
site. The projects were funded through the Measure L campus modernization
program.

The new athletic facility includes a 75 x 120-yard soccer field; six tennis
courts with lighting; two renovated softball fields; and parking reconfiguration.

Turner taught math at Hillview High School for 20 years and served as the
Foothill High School Boys Head Soccer Coach for 23 years. His soccer teams won
seven league titles and made 14 appearances in CIF competition.

Tom DeLong Aquatics Center 
The Foothill High School Aquatics Boosters Club hosted a ceremony to cele-

brate the official naming of the Tom DeLong Aquatics Center on September 28.
The aquatics center opened in 2010 and includes a 50-meter pool. The project
was funded through the Measure L campus modernization program. In addition,
the Orange County Board of Supervisors allocated $750,000 towards the project.

DeLong served as swimming and water polo coach at Foothill for 27 years 
and helped design the original 25-meter pool in 1966. Under DeLong’s tenure,
the Foothill Aqua Knights won 22 league championships in swimming, six CIF
relay championships, five CIF swimming and diving championships, eight league
championships in water polo and produced 54 high school All-American swimmers.
He also coached the girls’ swim team, logging 15 league championships, four CIF
relay championships and 18 high school All-American swimmers.

Modernization Program Update
Construction is moving forward on the four new activity centers at Columbus

Tustin, Currie, Hewes and Utt middle schools. Each facility includes a lobby,
gymnasium/multipurpose area, sports flooring, bleachers, performance area,
storage and two adjoining classrooms. They are scheduled to be completed in
the coming months. Each project is being funded through the Measure L campus
modernization program.

The District will hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony for Columbus Tustin 
School’s new Activity Center at 9 a.m. Friday, December 14. The school is located
at 17952 Beneta Way and the public is invited.

Visit Our Web Site and Follow Us on Twitter
For the latest news and information, visit the TUSD Web site at www.tustin.k12.ca.us.

You can follow us on Twitter: @SuptFranklin and @TUSDschools. Have a healthy
holiday season!
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Currie students are excited about their recent API scores.




