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Covering the Tustin Unified School District

By Mark Eliot, Director of Communications
and Public Information

Theresa Duran, school secretary at Foothill High
School, has been selected as the 2011 Classified
Employee of the Year by the Tustin Unified School
District.  She was chosen based on her significant
contributions to the District and community. 

“I’m thrilled to be chosen for this wonderful
honor and proud to represent all of the hard-
working and dedicated classified employees in the
Tustin school district,” Duran said. 

The 14th annual awards program recognizes 
classified or support services employees whose 
contributions to TUSD have proven to be outstanding.
The award is given to a classified employee who
provides valuable services to schools and staff, 
contributes to a positive instructional environment,
and goes above and beyond their job requirements. 

Duran has been with the District for over 16
years – all at Foothill High. She serves as a secretary
in the counseling office and interacts with many 
students and staff members throughout the day. She
is knowledgeable and reliable and performs her
duties with patience, kindness and takes pride in
her responsibilities. 

Theresa Duran 2011 TUSD Classified Employee of the Year SUPERINTENDENT
(Editor’s note –

Superintendent
Bray is retiring on
June 30, 2011)
In Touch 
with TUSD

I wish to thank
the Tustin Unified
School District Board
of Education, school

principals, District administrators,
teachers, staff members, parents,
community members, business
leaders, educational partners and
the Tustin Public Schools
Foundation – for making the past
five years in TUSD the best five
years of my 43-year career in public
education.  

I am proud of all the things we
have accomplished during my time
at TUSD: opening our first K-8
school, Orchard Hills School, a two-
story campus with state-of-the-art
technology; the Response to
Instruction (RtI) Program that
meets the individual needs of each
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Richard Bray
Superintendent

By Mark Eliot, Director of
Communications and 
Public Information

Arnold O. Beckman High School 
has been named a 2011 California
Distinguished School by the California
Department of Education. This is the
school’s second distinguished school
award since it opened in 2004. Beckman
received the first award in 2007.

Beckman High is among 97 exem-
plary California middle and high
schools and 7 Orange County schools
selected for the award. The school won
based upon the quality of its programs
and other criteria such as school lead-
ership, student achievement, test
scores, curriculum and instruction,
technology, school environment, and
parent and community support.

Superintendent Richard Bray congratulates Theresa Duran, 
TUSD 2011 Classified Employee of the Year.

Beckman 2011 California Distinguished School 

Beckman High students celebrate the school’s
second Distinguished School award.SEE SUPERINTENDENT • PAGE 18

Tina Kim Named Orange County Teacher of the Year

Orange County Superintendent William Habermehl congratulates Lambert Elementary School
second-grade teacher Tina Kim, who has been selected as one of five Orange County Teachers 
of the Year by the Orange County Department of Education. Kim is the fourth Tustin Unified
teacher in 10 years to be named Orange County Teacher of the Year. She will represent the

county in the 2011-12 California Teachers of the Year Program. In the past 10 years, 
TUSD has had seven semifinalists in the Orange County Teacher of the Year program.
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1101 Bryan Ave., Suite C • Tustin
(714) 544-0200 • www.familyorthosocal.com

Harvard Trained Orthodontist

Creating New Smiles 
Every Day...

We make orthodontics
comfortable & fun

Complimentary CLEAR BRACES upgrade
with comprehensive treatment 

($900 value)

FREE ipad 
with 

Invisalign treatment
New Patients Only •  Exp. 6/30/11

New Patients Only
Exp. 6/30/11

Creating New Smiles 
Every Day...

• State-of-the-art orthodontic • Complimentary Consultation
care for children and adults • Most insurance accepted

• On site digital x-rays & records • 0% interest, flexible financing

Kay Coop
Founder / Publisher

Again this year the district has
continued to accomplish academic
excellence while dealing with the
challenges of the economy. It was a
pleasure working with Superintendent
Richard Bray and we wish him well in
his retirement. 

Thank you for all of the entries in
our Word Search Contest. The April
contest winner is announced on page 12
where you’ll find a new contest.

Congratulations to the
Class of 2011!

Have a wonderful
summer. Our next issue is
September.
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Tustin Public Schools Foundation
150 El Camino Real, suite#140, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/832-6299 • www.tpsf.net

Save Our Sports Program
The Tustin Public Schools Foundation is continuing its efforts with

the community-wide “Save Our Sports” Program, aimed at funding
athletic programs at Tustin Unified middle schools. We have teamed
up once again with coaches, administrators, and parents to continue 
providing opportunities for students to participate in four after-school
sports programs next year. This past year, the “Save Our Sports”
Program was able to provide funding for cross country, soccer, basket-
ball, and volleyball at Columbus Tustin, Currie, Hewes, Pioneer, Utt,
and Orchard Hills middle schools. Thank you to all who contributed to
make a difference in the lives of our middle school students. 

More
information
about middle
school sports
for the
2011-2011
school year,
as well as
information
about sup-
porting this
program,
can be
found on our
Web site.

Carol Burby
Garrett

Executive Director

Pioneer Middle School’s Girl’s Basketball Team.
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Arroyo Elementary School
11112 Coronel Road, Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7381

Arroyo’s
Chorus 100
Students Strong

Every Tuesday
morning at Arroyo
Elementary
School over 
100 dedicated 
students arrive at

school 45 minutes early so that
they can be a part of the Arroyo
Chorus. Led by two talented
Arroyo teachers, Stephanie
Lukkes and Aimee Johnson, our
chorus is open to all students in
grades 1-5. 

This year their theme is
“Hollywood Nights” and students
are looking forward to performing
at Open House and at their Spring
Show on June 6. Students will
dress the part as movie stars and
even have their own cast party at
the conclusion of the show. This
year’s song selections include
Ghostbusters, Footloose, and I
Just Can’t Wait to be King.” 

Maggie Villegas
Principal

Helping Families to Buy 
and Sell Real Estate in 

North Tustin for 33 Years.
SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg iinn::
• Purchasing and Marketing of Residential Properties
• Bank Owned Properties 
• Counseling for households that owe more than their

property is worth and need to Short Sale their homes

REMAX REAL ESTATE ONE

Mike & Jennifer Knight

12341 Newport Ave. Suite A-100 • North Tustin, CA 92705

Jennifer Knight (714) 325-0333 
jenniknight@sbcglobal.net 

DRE#01300650

Mike Knight Broker/Owner (714) 508-5008 
mike@mikeknight.com • www.mikeknight.com

DRE#00832944

To Tustin Unified School 
District Families we offer Discounts 
on the Sale of Your Property and 

Rebates on any Purchase.

Arroyo 100 students chorus.
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Arnold O. Beckman
3588 Bryan Ave., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-2900

Classified Emplyee of the Year, Francisco Ledesma
Francisco Ledesma, Beckman High School custodian, works in

the math/science wing Wednesday through Friday and is the
weekend custodian on Saturday and Sunday. Managing the plant
of an active high school keeps him very busy on the weekends. 

Francisco goes above
and beyond to take care
of the many activities
and events that take
place, from car washes,

banquets and track meets to water
polo events and parking lot sales...he
has done it all!

Teachers, boosters, coaches and
students ask, “Who is that guy? He was
so helpful in setting up and was key to
the success of our event.” We proudly
tell them, “Francisco Ledesma.” There
is no job too big or too small; his
answer to everyone is, “Yes, I can do
that for you. I’ll be right back.” His
work ethic is unmatched and he gives
110%.

Benjamin Beswick 
1362 Mitchell Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7385

Beswick Celebrates Irene Thomas
Beswick Elementary School celebrated our 2011 Classified

Employee of the Year. We are so proud and excited to celebrate
one of our special employees, Irene Thomas. 

Irene is Beswick’s bilingual community liaison. In her role, she
has worked closely with outside agencies to clothe 150 students,
get critical counseling services for over 30 families, provide meals
to another 50 families and coordinate English classes for many
more families. 

This is just the tip
of the iceberg of what

Irene does on a daily basis. Her office
is a revolving door of support for 
students. In any given day, no less
than 40 students check in with her
for either homework support, 
emotional support with student 
arguments and guidance to health
care providers. She has facilitated the
incorporation of a full PTO board for
the first time in our recent history.
We have quadrupled the number of
daily volunteers on our campus in
large part to her. 

Beswick is so grateful to have 
Irene on our site and appreciate her
valuable contributions to our school.

High School Elementary School

Adele Heuer
Principal Erick Fineberg

Principal

Barbara Benson 
12712 Elizabeth Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7531

Congratulations Cindy Mayer
Benson’s Classified Employee of the Year is Cindy Mayer, school

secretary. Cindy is the liaison between the school site staff and
community of learners assisting the principal, teachers, parents
and students with all things related to our school. Cindy is a 
professional and exceptional lady, offering support, organization,
efficiency, and camaraderie to all members of the school community.
As the school secretary she maintains the school budget, oversees
all communication with Benson families, publishes the school 
calendar, supports the parent volunteers with all projects and

school-wide activities, and manages the front office well. Cindy is tech savvy and
willing to learn new innovative ways to present and disseminate information.
Ever smiling, Cindy is fun to be around. In addition, her daughter Brianna and
husband Valentine are to be thanked, as they support Cindy in her quest to never
leave a job undone, requiring her to practically live here. We are lucky to have
her at Benson!

Elementary School

Kelly Fresch
Principal

Francisco Ledesma

Irene Thomas.

Columbus Tustin
17952 Beneta Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7352

Students Show Pride at Academic Pentathlons
Columbus Tustin Middle School Bulldog Pride was evident as all

three grade levels (sixth grade, seventh grade and eighth grade)
competed in the annual Orange County Academic Pentathlon 
competition during the spring semester. Teams of nine students
each competed in five academic categories, which included essay, 
science-Super Quiz, literature, mathematics and social science.
Columbus Tustin’s four teams that competed in the seventh- and
eighth-grade categories earned 81 individual medals. The two 
seventh-grade teams placed third and fourth overall, but took first

and third place in the exciting Super Quiz competition. The eight-grade teams
tied for second in Super Quiz. The sixth-grade teams competed on May 7 
(results were not known prior to publication deadline).

Middle School

Dean Crow
Principal
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Guin Foss Elementary School
18492 Vanderlip Ave., Santa Ana, 92705 • 714/730-7552

Congratulations Dottie Maupin
Guin Foss Elementary School is proud to announce that Dottie

Maupin is our 2011 Classified Employee of the Year.  Dottie has
been an office clerk at our site for last five years. We are so proud
of the extraordinary work that she does on a daily basis. She is a
very detail orientated individual who takes great pride in every
task that she performs. Any student, who has been fortunate
enough to attend our Author’s Tea, has received wonderful books
created
by
Dottie’s

own hands. She is also
very diligent about
ensuring that our stu-
dents receive colorful,
personalized student
achievement awards.
Dottie is all about the
success of our children.
When our students are
in the office, sick, late or
otherwise, Dottie is the
first to greet them with
a smile and kind words.
Dottie is a wonderful
asset to our school, we
are so lucky to have her.

Nancy Jenkins
Principal

A.G. Currie Middle School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7360

Game On
Written by: Kevin Bruner, Currie Teacher

Humorously attired in P.E. uniforms, head and wristbands, 
colorful tube socks, and at least one side-ponytail, the teachers of
Currie Middle School challenged their overly confident students to
a game of basketball. In spite of gritty performances by Jose Ayala,
Daphne Chavez, James Smith, and many other students, the per-
ceived tired teachers prevailed. Geoff Jezowski and Sean Gallagher
impressed the crowd with their effort and intense defense. Tari
France filled her stat. sheet in the hustle categories of steals and

rebounds. Bill Yarrington
and Jon Woo displayed
marksman-like shooting.
Eryn Manahan was a 
defensive stopper. Even 
Mr. Kevin Bruner huffed
and puffed his way to 
several baskets. Jamie Joyce
kept everything fair serving
as referee and Nanette
Ehrhard emceed.

In the end, valuable 
lessons were learned by all.
The students are unlikely 
to denounce the athletic
acumen of their elders in
the future, and the teachers
have resolved to start exer-
cising more consistently.

Foothill High School
19251 Dodge Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7464

Congratulations Theresa Duran 
Foothill school secretary Theresa Duran is a great asset to our

Counseling Department. Her fluency in Spanish provides a strong
link to our Hispanic families. She translates and helps teachers
with countless phone calls to Spanish speaking parents. She is
accommodating and patient, and provides tough but compas-
sionate support to so many students. Theresa’s compassion also
extends to the FHS families in need. She takes extra time to check
on students with difficulties in life (giving them extra care), and
does everything possible to ensure they can attend activities such

as Prom. She also does
a phenomenal job each
year helping organize
holiday baskets for
Santa’s Little
Shredders in Honor of
Nena’s Presence and
organizing holiday 
dinners for needy 
families. Theresa’s is
such a strong, positive
part of the FHS com-
munity. She takes pride
in her job and is very
much appreciated for
her hard work and
great love for our staff
and students.

Helen Estock Elementary School
14741 North B St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7390

Congratulations James Campos
Helen Estock Elementary School is thrilled to honor night 

custodian James Campos as our 2011 Classified Employee of the
year. He has served as night custodian at the school for nine years.
Estock’s staff can always count on him to do an amazing job setting
up for school events (chairs, projectors, speakers, etc.), keeping
our classrooms clean and working to beautify our campus. He 
supports our After School Programs and is ready to help when
they call and always with a smile. “I never hesitate to ask James for
help, because I know he will always try his best to assist us with

any task at hand in a very professional, friendly way, and always with a smile on
his face,” as
shared by PTA
president
Adriana Vasquez.
James loves
classic cars,
raising money for
needy families
and participating
in community
toy drives and
events. James
was honored at a
schoolwide Flag
Ceremony and
presented with a
personalized cap.

Christine Matos
Principal

Nancy Jenkins
Principal

Al Marzilli
Principal

Jose Ayala defended by teacher Tari France.

Principal Al Marzilli congratulates Theresa Duran
Foothill’s 2011 Classified Employee of the Year.

Dottie Maupin.
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Robert Heideman
15571 Williams St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7521

Congratulations Norma Hernandez
On behalf of myself and the entire Heideman staff, it is my

pleasure to announce our Heideman Classified Employee of the
Year for 2011, Norma Hernandez.

Mrs. Hernandez has been a TUSD employee for four years.
Currently, Mrs. Hernandez is serving in the capacity of Nutrition
Services assistant , setting up and serving breakfast and lunch for
approximately 500 students. Mrs. Hernandez is responsible for
ordering all food and supplies, and she also works with the
teachers for all special luncheons and field trips.

Mrs. Hernandez always has a smile on her face for everyone! She has created a
very positive environment here at Heideman and has a great rapport with all the
students and staff. She takes great pride in making sure that students are fed and
in keeping a clean and efficient environment for our students.

Mrs. Hernandez knows each of our students by name and shows concern
about their well-being. She demonstrates her dedication and caring each day. 
She helps teachers coordinate the food for field trips, has served as a volunteer
in kindergarten between her shifts, and works very hard during STAR testing to
make sure that all our students eat a good breakfast. She also helps us with 
providing a nutritious snack during testing to help ensure that our students do
their best during testing.

It is a genuine pleasure to have Norma Hernandez as a member of the
Heideman team and to recognize her as our Heideman Classified Employee of the
Year for 2011! Congratulations, Mrs. Hernandez!

Hicks Canyon Elementary School
3817 Viewpark, Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1878

Hicks Canyon Student Authors Shine at the Monthly
Authors’ Tea

Each month, Hicks Canyon Elementary School students are
recognized for their outstanding writing abilities by attending the
monthly Authors’ Tea with Principal Cindy Agopian. Students sip
on lemonade from china tea cups and eat cookies, while listening
to their peers read their writing and share their illustrations.
Student writing is displayed in our main office, along with their
picture holding their certificates and special pencils. 

All students selected for the Authors’ Tea become “published
authors” as their writing is bound in a group book to be housed in our school
library. Ten students will have their writing sent to the Orange County
Department of Education for display at the annual OCDE celebration of children
authors. This monthly event is headed by PTO parents Kara Casola and photog-
rapher by Christi Kirzner.

Hewes Middle School
13232 Hewes Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7348

Congratulations Crystal Webster 
Hewes Middle School is proud to announce that Mrs. Crystal

Webster is our 2011 Classified Employee of the Year. As our school
secretary, Mrs. Webster supervises the front office and makes
everything run seamlessly. She is more than willing to give a
helping hand to anyone who walks into the front office who is in
need.  Mrs. Webster works extremely hard and does an amazing
job balancing and multi-tasking everything that she has to com-
plete in a day’s work. No matter how crazy or busy the office gets,
she always shows a sweet positive energy, kindness toward
everyone and is always welcoming. Mrs. Webster also loves to 

support our 
students and
staff anyway
that she can.
She does this by
attending and
supporting after
school activities
such as dances,
drama plays and
choir and band
performances.
Hewes is 
fortunate to
have such a
dedicated
member of 
their staff.

Elementary School

Norma Lemus
Principal

Michelle
Boudreaux

Principal

Cindy Agopian
Principal

Principal Michele Boudreaux congratulates Crystal Webster.

A group of Hicks Canyon students recognized as tea-riffic authors.

Ask for Kay 
562-493-3193

kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com 
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Join Our 
Sales Team!

Work from Your Home
16 Publications to Sell 

Choose the area you know best!

®
Education+Communication=A Better Nation



THE WORD “SUMMER” brings to mind a myriad 
of images from my childhood — going to the beach, 
reading a good book, eating popsicles, building a treehouse,
and hanging out with my friends.

Those are great memories. I also remember getting bored. 
And I remember sharing this information, persistently, 
with my mom—I think she referred to it as WHINING.

BY SUSAN PETERSON

Noted author of the comprehensive guidebook:
“Fun & Educational Places to go with Kids & Adults in Southern California.” 
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TThhee VVaalluuee ooff CCaammpp ffoorr EEvveerryy CChhiilldd

What happens when you make the decision to choose camp? 
You open up a world of discovery and learning for your child, 

a world that values children for who they are and who they will become. 

CCaammpp ggiivveess eeaacchh cchhiilldd aa wwoorrlldd ooff ggoooodd.. 

Yong-In Martial Arts
(714) 505-3264
1100 Irvine Blvd. 
Tustin CA 92780

(In the RALPHS center at Newport and Irvine.)

GRAND 
OPENING

Martial Arts Builds:
Respect • Confidence • Self-Control 

Self-Discipline • Good Exercise
2 For 

the Price 
of One!

6 weeks for
$99

Free uniform for
new students only

(with coupon)

Since 1996



10 SCHOOL NEWS ROLL CALL

Positive Parenting

Gearing Up for Summer
For some parents, the arrival of summer means less stress

because the school schedule is not a part of the daily routine.
For other parents, having the children home all day every day is
stressful. Whichever arena you are in, the reality of life is that
summer vacation is almost here for the traditional schools.

Children may get more wound up, more disagreeable, more
difficult to manage as the start of summer gets closer. Change is
stressful, even if it is for the better. The break in routine is
stressful for children and adults. It is advisable to keep your dis-
cipline strong so that you glide into summer with boundaries in
place. Consistent boundaries will also help your child to contain

his or her behavior and to feel safe.
My discipline system is mentioned on parentingsos.com and my new book,

Don’t Feed the Dragon, is a discipline manual divided into three sections: 
(1) what parents need to understand about children in order to successfully
guide them; (2) my discipline system, and (3) answers to 130 of the top concerns
of parents, listed in alphabetical order. The book is age-appropriate from tots
through the teens and is available on parentingsos.com.

Having your discipline system in place, it is wise to sit down as a family and
make a list of things that can be done during free time. The list may be posted in
a place where children can use it as a reference. To quell the endless, “I’m bored”
message that children who are not used to having non-structured time often
begin chanting when school ends, offer two choices: “You may refer to the chart
that we created or I will choose a chore off the chores chart that will help you
dispel boredom.” This plan might allow you to have your whole house cleaned in
the first week of summer!

Training for the Future
Summer is a wonderful time to train your darling children to do chores.

Finally, they have time—the constant excuse during school months! Children will
leave home some day—I promise!—and when they do, they need to know how to
take care of a house and themselves. Chores teach a child that a house does not
clean itself and how to do fundamental tasks, such as clean a toilet. If you have a
housekeeper, create a space each week that the children are responsible for in
terms of upkeep and give the tidiness angel one less area to clean.

It is important that children are not in so many activities that their lives
become stressful. Children need time to be children! If you want your child to be
successful in school, have at least a half hour a day that is devoted to school
skills. If each child took a 30-minute “chill break” and read for that amount of
time, their future teachers would be ecstatic! Every child needs quiet time each
day that does not involve any media or mechanical gadgets, including during the
summer.

Enjoy Your Children
Most important of all, enjoy your children! There will never be another

summer like the one ahead of you. Your children will not be this age ever again.
Create some sort of structure and have some time that is not structured. Don’t
send your children to other people to play all the time—what each child wants
more than anything else is time with you. It is easy to forget that when you are
trying to keep the energy-packed chicks busy.

P.S. Thanks to all the teachers who gave so much of themselves this school
year to help our children be all that they can be!

Sandy Spurgeon McDaniel has written three books. She has taught school, raised two children,
worked as a consultant to schools and has taught parenting for the past 20 years. Sandy lives in
Meridian, Idaho. www.ParentingSOS.com

Sandy Spurgeon
McDaniel

U NF

A Camp for Every Child—The Perfect Fit
Camp can last for just a few days or stretch to all summer long. 
It’s well worth the trouble to investigate the variety of choices
offered by camps before your child packs a backpack. 

Ready, Set, Camp! 
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Note-ables

All Together Now, Little Monster Records
I’m old enough—I might add

“proudly”—to remember when the
four mop tops known as the
Beatles stepped off the plane at
JFK Airport and made their debut
on The Ed Sullivan Show. There,
they set a record for the largest
TV audience in history—73 mil-
lion to Elvis Presley’s 60 million.

That record setting is one of
the 12 fun facts in the cardboard booklet accompanying All Together Now, a
Beatles music collection aimed at families with children up to age 8.
Songwriter/musician Kevin Salem’s production and accompaniment by profes-
sional musicians, among them singer and guitarist Marshall Crenshaw and the
Bangles of “Walk like an Egyptian” fame, successfully avoid cutie-pie renditions of
favorite songs. Included are 12 of the Beatles’ most child-friendly creations—and
there have been plenty to choose from.

Each song has its own illustrated page in the book, along with a poem having
to do with growing up. The rhyme accompanying “I Want to Hold Your Hand”
talks about all the things hands can do. “All Together Now”—with the lyrics ever
so slightly edited—invites a romping exercise session. “Hello Goodbye” cleverly
teaches not only opposites but contrariness between children and grownups.
“Happy Birthday” is, of course, happy birthday, with a nod to the dangers of a
sugar rush—ah, adults have to spoil everything!

The Beatles’ legendary creativity has given them wide appeal throughout
three generations. This collection makes it easy to pass their music on to the
next one.

Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

Kate Karp

HHooppppyy22LLeeaarrnn OOnnlliinnee TTuuttoorriinnggHHooppppyy22LLeeaarrnn OOnnlliinnee TTuuttoorriinngg
Avoid loss of knowledge during summer and help your child build 

and strengthen fundamental reading and math skills

SSuummmmeerr PPrrooggrraammss kk––55 MMaatthh && RReeaaddiinngg
• Low cost–$25 • 25 days/5 weeks
• CA standards based
• Uses critical thinking skills
• Engaging and fun

www.Hoppy2learn.com

• Summer programs are done completely online
• Programs are easy for students of all levels to use including 

special needs, ESL, GATE or accelerated readers
• Lessons are aligned to CA standards 
• Free placement test
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Entries must be received by July 15 2011
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

Football Word Search Contest

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that is the word you

email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put “TUSD” in the subject line)

NEW 
Rules!!!

Clipping
Coach
Conversion
Cornerback
Defense
Downs
Field Goal
Flanker
Goal Post

Interference
Kicker
Linebacker
Loss of Down
Offsides
Personal Foul
Possession
Quarterback
Roughing

Safety
Scrimmage
Special Teams
Super Bowl
Tackle
Tailback
Touchdown
Yardage

Congratulations to Kanika Gulia
Winner of the April Word Search Contest.
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Yong-In Martial Arts
(714) 505-3264

1100 Irvine Blvd.  •  Tustin CA 92780
(In the RALPHS center at Newport and Irvine.)

SUMMER 
CAMP

Benefits:
Free Taekwondo Class with Uniform

Discipline • Exciting Exercises 
Leadership Training • Field Trips

Call now for more information

It will be an 
unforgettable

Summer!

Keeping Up With the Jones’

Sharing the Road
By Lisa Genshock

Part 1: Operating Your Bicycle
Every person riding a bicycle upon a highway has all the rights and is subject

to all the provisions applicable to the driver of a vehicle.
—California Vehicle Code Sec. 21200

This is part 1 of a 3 part series of articles relevant to the rights and responsi-
bilities of California cyclists when they share the road with motorized vehicles.
You may be surprised to learn what rules are included as part of the California
Vehicle Code. 

• Bicyclists may not wear earplugs in both ears or a headset covering both 
ears, except hearing aids. CVC 27400 

• Bicyclists may not ride while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
CVC 21200.5 

• Bicyclists may not hitch rides on vehicles. CVC 21203 
• Bicyclists may not carry items which keep them from using at least one 

hand upon the handlebars. CVC 21205 
• Bicyclists must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians within marked cross

walks or within unmarked crosswalks at intersections. Bicyclists must also 
yield the right-of-way to totally or partially blind pedestrians carrying a pre
dominantly white cane or using a guide dog. CVC 21950 and CVC 21963

• Bicyclists and bicycle passengers under age 18 must wear an approved 
helmet when riding on a bicycle. CVC 21212 

For more information on safe cycling visit http://bikesafecalifornia.org.

Jones Bicycles & Skateboards, 5332 East 2nd St., Long Beach, CA 90803, 562/434-0343
http://jonesbicycles.com

On The Run

What are Orthotics
Part of the barefoot running controversy is debate about

whether the human foot really needs artificial support in order
to prevent injury. Some recent advocates of barefoot running
have alleged that shoes and foot orthotics can inhibit normal foot
function and cause muscle atrophy which can actually cause
injury. However, there is no evidence in the scientific literature
to support this notion.

Foot orthotics are devices which support or correct alignment
of the feet. Custom foot orthotics are designed for the individual
patient and are dispensed by health care professionals. Non-custom,

or pre-fabricated foot orthotics are available in sporting goods stores and pharmacies.
While pre-fabricated foot orthotics are primarily used to provide cushion and arch 
support, custom devices are much more sophisticated in their fabrication and function.

Custom foot orthotics are designed to correct alignment of the foot, ankle and
leg and theoretically will improve function of the entire lower extremity during
walking and running. The medical literature is full of scientific studies which doc-
ument many different ways that foot orthotics improve function such as reducing
strain on muscles and ligaments as well as reducing pain in various areas of the
feet, legs and knees of runners. However, these devices are not a panacea for
protection against injury and are not indicated for every runner to wear. Many
times, proper shoes are enough support and protection of the feet for the
average runner. On the other hand, some people have significant alignment issues
which cause excessive pronation of the ankles and other deformities which can
be effectively treated with custom orthotic therapy. Either way, it never hurts to
try a non-custom, pre-fabricated foot orthotic first to determine if there can be
benefit  before turning to a health care professional for more extensive treatment.

Dr. Doug Richie is a sports podiatrist who has practiced in Seal Beach for 28 years. He is president-
elect of the American Academy of Podiatric Sports Medicine and serves as a medical advisor to
U.S.A. Track and Field. 562/493-2451

Dr. Doug Richie



14 SCHOOL NEWS ROLL CALL

C.C. Lambert Elementary School
1151 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7457

Pump It UP!
Lambert students are having a blast and getting fit in Fitness

Club! Laura Sewell, our school counselor, leads this fun club on
Wednesdays by introducing students to new and entertaining ways
to work out. We have a Yoga class where students learn balance
and challenging stretches and poses. For kickboxing, students get
their cardio, balance and coordination going full blast. Exercises to
build strength such as pushups and plyometrics fill another session
making muscles get to work. Step aerobics starts out with 
Ms. Sewell at the helm, and then students get a chance to lead the
class. A final day culminates with a circuit practicing all the skills

learned. Students move in rotations to walk the balance beam, practice their
accuracy with bean bag tossing, hold the tree pose and much more. Students
LOVE fitness club! Thank you to Ms. Sewell for your dedication to our students’
emotional and physical well-being!

Deanna Parks
Principal

Hillview High School
19061 Foothill Blvd., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7356

Hillview’s Seniors Have Exit Interviews
Like the other high schools in the Tustin Unified School

District, Hillview High School students have to earn 230 credits
and pass the High School Examination in both Math and English to
earn their diploma.

One additional, but important activity that Hillview High School
seniors have to complete is an Exit Interview. The purpose of the
Exit Interview is for the students to reflect on their growth and
accomplishments as well as gain experience with public speaking
and interviewing.

Graduating seniors
answer a series of
questions from a panel
made up of community
members, administra-
tors, and school staff.
In some cases a stu-
dent’s former
elementary or middle
school teacher serves
on the panel. Students
are required to dress
up for the interview.

As the principal, 
I am extremely proud
of our graduates 
who have worked 
hard to turn their lives
around.

Ladera Elementary School
2515 Rawlings Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7505

Congratulations Mayra Martinez
At the Tustin Unified School District Board Meeting on May 9,

Ladera School honored Mayra Martinez as our Classified Employee
of the Year, an award that is long
overdue. For the past 4 1/2 years
we have been fortunate to have
Mayra as our health clerk. On a
daily basis, Ms. Mayra goes above
and beyond her duties, she is kind
and considerate when interacting

with the students and is an absolute pleasure to
work with in the front office. In emergency situ-
ations, Mayra is cool, calm and collected. Mayra’s
work hours are a formality, Mayra arrives early
and stays late and on multiple occasions, Mayra
has volunteered to translate for IEP’s. With
Mayra, all tasks are completed with perfection.
Unfortunately, Mayra will be leaving Ladera at
the end of the year. Thank you Mayra for your
dedication to our school and our students – you
will be missed. 

Tim O’Donoghue
Principal

Ryan Bollenbach
Principal

Loma Vista Elementary School
13822 Prospect Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7528

Congratulations to Our Cougars of the Year!
Nora Gallo is our 2011 Teacher of the Year. She supports 

students, teachers, and the community on a daily basis. She is a
team player and an ardent advocate for kids. Nora was the boys’
and girls’ volleyball coach, is in her second year of GATE training,
and sits on the Special Education Community Advisory
Committee. Nora’s professionalism and genuine concern for all set
her apart and make her a truly amazing teacher and person. 

Giselle Baxter is our Classified Employee of the Year. Giselle is
a full-time paraeducator in our SDC upper grade classroom. 

She actually
attended Loma
Vista as a 
student herself.
Giselle is a dedi-
cated worker
and her focus is
always on the
students. She is
patient, kind,
and loving and
truly adores her
students. 

We are lucky
to have both
Giselle and Nora
on the Loma
Vista Team.

Molly Murphy
Principal

Mayra Martinez.

Kiwanis Club member Wayne Clark congratulates Shantal
Santamaria for her success at Hillview.

Mireya Garibay and Jennifer Magana practice the “tree pose” in Fitness Club.

Congratulations to 
Giselle Baxter, Classified Employee of the Year (left), 

and Nora Gallo, Teacher of the Year. 
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Myford Elementary School
3181 Trevino Drive, Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1875

Myford’s Classified Employee of the Year
We are excited to announce that Myford’s Classified Employee

of the Year for 2010-2011 is Jorge Magana, our head custodian!
Jorge has been with Myford since its doors opened in 2001. He

works every day to keep our campus clean and safe, and this isn’t
an easy task with over 800 students and 25 classroom teachers.

One of the things that makes Jorge stand out though, is not
related to his custodial duties, but is in the way that he interacts
with all members of the Myford community! Students absolutely
LOVE Jorge and it shows. You can see students huddled around

Jorge out on the playground, before school while helping to raise the flag, and
during morning assemblies as his “crew” works to ready the sound system. We
are thrilled to have Jorge as our head custodian! His enthusiasm and energy are
contagious and we couldn’t do it without him!!

W.R. Nelson Elementary School
14392 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7536

Congratulations Maria Garcia
The Tigers of W.R. Nelson Elementary are pleased to recognize

Maria Garcia as our 2011 Classified Employee of the Year. Maria
has worked for thirteen years at Nelson as a kindergarten paraedu-
cator and noon duty supervisor. In her role as a paraeducator, 
she assists daily with Nelson’s
Response to Intervention 
program and kindergarten
assessments. Maria also serves
as our unofficial kindergarten

community liaison to many of our Spanish
speaking parents as they begin the journey
through the school system in kindergarten.
During parent teacher conferences, she is an
important communication link between our
Spanish speaking parents and our teachers.
As a valued member of our professional
learning community, Maria is always willing
to help out wherever and whenever needed.
The family at W.R. Nelson is very happy to
recognize the hard work and dedication of
Maria Garcia by naming her our 2011
Classified Employee of the Year.

Peters Canyon Elementary School
26900 Peters Canyon Road, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7540

Christa Jech is Peters Canyon’s Treasure
Peters Canyon Elementary School is proud to announce our

2011 Classified Employee of the Year, Christa Jech. Christa is
Peters Canyon’s Library/Media Technician and has been for the
last nine years. She says: “The best thing about this job is working
with the kids.”

Christa is positive, creative, and helpful to students and staff.
She takes extra time and her own money to decorate the library 
so it looks like an environment of what the students are learning.
She is constantly providing extra resources and has developed a

summer reading program to keep students in the reading mode while on vacation.
To keep current,

Christa is enrolled
in a Library
Technology 
program at Santa
Ana College, 
she volunteers 
at Chapman
University Library,
and she is currently
working as an 
on-call Library
Tech at IVC. 

Congratulations,
Christa. We’re 
fortunate to have
you on our staff.

Amy Fedderly
Principal

John Laurich
Principal

Gerry Aust
Interim Principal

Orchard Hills School
11555 Culver Drive, Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/669-0680

Congratulations Laurie Lawver 
We are proud to announce Laurie Lawver as the first ever

Classified Employee of the Year for Orchard Hills School. As our
Library Media Assistant, Laurie runs the library for both our 
elementary and middle school students. She effectively works 
with teachers, administration, district office representatives, and
vendors to ensure that all students have access to high-quality 
literature and resources.

As a start up
school, much

teamwork has been needed to
accomplish our goals. Laurie has
given of her time and talents
from day one. Laurie teaches an
enrichment course focusing on
the Pyramid of Success and
character development during a
tutorial period for our middle
school students. In addition, she
served as the director of our
Talent Show. Her warm person-
ality, contagious smile, and
positive attitude make her an
invaluable asset to the Orchard
Hills team.

Laurie is truly a world-class
individual and is appreciated at
Orchard Hills School!

Rich Montgomery
Principal

Mrs. Lawver with students 
Taylor Nguyen, Arden Weninger, and Jenna Soto. 

Jorge Magana takes a break to meet his fan club.

Christa Jech enjoys working with the kids.Maria Garcia.
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Tustin Memorial Academy
12712 Browning Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7546

A Beloved Employee
Congratulations to Mary Beth Beames, our Tustin Memorial

Academy’s 2011 Classified Employee of the Year!
Mary Beth has been a classroom aide at TMA for 10 years. She

is the campus “cheerleader” who has a knack for knowing just who
needs her assistance, help, hugs or kind words. She is quick to give
compliments, and they are always heartfelt and sincere. 

Mary Beth consistently thinks of others first. She is the “go to”
lady whenever there is a job that needs to be done. Whether it is
rallying the staff to bring meals to an ill or grieving colleague, or

helping with school projects, or even assisting a teacher with grading or small-
group teaching, she is ready, willing and qualified to help. 

Mary Beth created our annual “Crazy Walk” competition nine years ago, a pop-
ular event which has become a beloved tradition for students, teachers and
parents alike. Our students spend weeks working in groups choreographing a
unique walk/dance. Then they perform it for their peers while chanting affirma-
tive phrases that they have created. It is a positive activity that leaves every
student feeling loved and accepted.

Mary Beth is revered and loved by our staff, parents and students. She is truly
a gift to our TMA family!

Wendy Hudson
Principal

Red Hill Elementary School
11911 Red Hill Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7543

Congratulations Judi Gaines
Congratulations to

Judi Gaines, Red
Hill’s 2011 Classified
Employee of the Year!
Judi has been our
librarian for the past
six years. If you have
walked into the
library you see the

commitment Judi has for books and
our students! She works with our
staff to ensure the library’s circula-
tion is up to date with current
authors as well as supplemental
material for classroom reports. 
Judi attempts to find out students’
interest in reading and steers them
to a new series or author. Judi also
works to ensure that students are
provided textbooks. On top of her
duties as the school librarian, she is
currently our School Site Council’s
Chairperson. Judi is an individual
who is committed to making Red
Hill a great school! Once again, 
congratulations to Judi for being
selected as Red Hill’s Classified
Employee of the Year!

Jeane Thorman Elementary School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7364

Thanks Torie Gawel
Thorman Elementary honors Torie Gawel as their Classified

Employee of the Year for 2010-2011. Ms. Gawel is an enthusiastic,
dedicated staff member. This year she imaged and upgraded over
200 computers school wide, creating a start of the art computer
lab with smart board technology and 35 individual student work
stations. She installed the remaining computers in classrooms and
the library for small group work. Ms. Gawel is also a credentialed
teacher who offers instructional support in second grade class-
rooms during “power hour” to assist students with reading. Her

positive influence is felt
school wide as a vital
member of our positive
behavioral support
system -she leads incen-
tive activities such as
science bubble parties
and extra physical educa-
tion dance parties! And if
that wasn’t enough she
spends time trouble
shooting technology
issues for teachers, office,
and staff. This is one 
tireless tech support
teacher! Thank you for 
all you do for Thorman-
Congratulations.

Tracy Barquer
Principal

Will Neddersen
Principal

Pioneer Middle School
2700 Pioneer Road, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7534

Pioneer’s Project Green Team Makes a Difference 
Pioneer’s Project Green Team received the Youth Service

America’s (YSA) Disney’s Friends for Change grant to help kids
make a difference in their communities.  Pioneer’s Peer Assistance
Leadership group was awarded a $500 Disney’s Friends for Change
Grant from YSA to support youth-led projects encouraging kids,
families and communities to work together to make a positive
change in their world. One of 20 grants awarded in the United
States, Project Green Team implemented “The Luvin Ovens
Cookout” on April 15 in celebration of Global Youth Service Day,
the world’s largest and longest-running youth-led service campaign. 

The team made solar ovens with the help of PAL advisor Mark Payne and
hosted a “Luvin Ovens Cookout” at school in honor of the event.  All proceeds
from the cookout will be sent to Yellowstone National Park to help restore its
beauty and the ovens will be sent to Guatemala. The Project Green Team hopes
to “shine a light and send it on!”

Tracey Vander
Hayden
Principal

Torie Gawel.

Judi Gaines..

Pioneer’s Project Green Team gets ready for Luvin Ovens Cookout.
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Tustin Ranch Elementary School
12950 Robinson Drive, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7580

Mrs. B Helps Students B-lieve in Themselves
Congratulations to Paulette Brizzolara – Tustin Ranch

Elementary School’s Classified Employee of the Year. Mrs. Brizzolara
or Mrs. B has worked in Tustin Unified School District as a 
paraeducator for the past 14 years. 

Mrs. B has several roles at Tustin Ranch. She is an aide that
assists individual students to succeed in class and on the play-
ground as well as provides reading intervention support in first and
fifth grades. Mrs. B is extremely effective at working with the indi-
vidual students she is assigned. Her circle of influence, however,

extends to all students that are in her environment. Her ability to get along with
others is a rare talent, and the students that are around her mimic her excellent
people skills. 

I asked a
few students
why they like
working with
Mrs. B and
they said,
“Because she
is always
happy to see
me,” and
“Because she
helps me with
everything.”
Way to go, 
Mrs. B!

Marjorie Veeh Elementary School
1701 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7544

Congratulations Teresa Garcia
At the Tustin Unified

School District Board
Meeting on May 9, Veeh
honored Teresa Garcia
as our Classified
Employee of the Year,
an award that is very
well-deserved. For the
past six years we have

been fortunate to have Teresa as our
Nutrition Services assistant.

Teresa always comes early and
stays late to make sure the students
are taken care of. When Veeh students
enter the cafeteria, they are greeted
with a warm smile. Teresa knows all of
our students by name and knows when
there is a special circumstance
required for a student’s lunch.  She is a
hard worker and makes sure that no
student is ever without lunch. Teresa
takes great pride in her cafeteria and it
sets the standard for appearance.
Teresa often brings in flowers from her
own garden to add a special touch.
Thank you Teresa for your dedication
to our students.

C.E. Utt Middle School
13601 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7573

Congratulations Art Rodriguez and Students
It’s that time of year again where many of those associated with

Utt Middle School are winning awards and being recognized in the
community. Utt Middle School’s Science Olympiad Team placed
third overall in the Orange County Regional Event and went on to
the state competition, with many students winning individual
awards and the team performing well overall. Our seventh and
eighth grade pentathlon teams also did very well, placing in the
super quiz categories as a group as well as taking home numerous
individual awards. 

Finally, we want to congratulate our amazing plant manager Art Rodriguez on
being named Utt Middle School’s classified employee of the year. Art goes above
and beyond each day in his attention to detail and willingness to assist both 
students and teachers on a daily basis. He works closely with various on campus
clubs and off campus organizations to support ongoing, hands on student
learning and support broader community service efforts for our students. I think
the biggest compliment that Art receives each year comes during our annual
school tours, when parents of prospective students comment on the cleanliness
of our campus. They ask if we do any special cleaning in preparation for the
school tours. I tell them that every day looks like this, so every day must be 
special, and its all due to the hard work and dedication that Art gives to Utt
Middle School each and every day. 

Congratulations again to all our students and employees that work so hard
each day to make Utt Middle School great.

Dean Jennings
Principal

Tom Giebe
Principal

Ryan Bollenbach
Principal

Tustin High School
1171 El Camino Real, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7414

Dance Team Wins National Championship...Again! 
The Tustin High School Dance Team has done it again! The

team won its 12th National Championship Title. The title did not
come easy (Tustin High has been winning titles since 1998), but
assistant coach Kierstie Nielsen led the team to triumphant suc-
cess at this year’s competition.

The dance team entered the Las Vegas Sharp International
Competition on April 16 and 17 with a performance in Character, Jazz,
Lyrical, Pom and All-Male Hip Hop. Tustin High won first place in each
of the Character, Jazz and Pom routines. The All-Male Hip Hop rou-
tine received second place and the Lyrical routine took third place.

The Tustin High Dance Team received the highest scores in the competition with a
95.4/100 in the Pom performance with the Elvis flare and a true Las Vegas “feel” rou-
tine. Kierstie’s constant push to have each dancer reach their full potential, allowed for
the team to attain the 2010-11 National Championship Title. Way to go, Tillers!

Jonathan
Blackmore

Principal

Paulette Brizzolara.

Tustin High Dance Team celebrates 12th National Championship Title.
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Duran, who is fluent in Spanish, provides a strong link to the school’s Hispanic
families. She serves as a translator during meetings and helps teachers with
phone calls and other communications to Spanish-speaking parents. Her compas-
sionate support for students and parents also extends to Foothill families in
need. She checks on students who are having difficulties in life, and does every-
thing she can to ensure they attend school activities. She supports school
fundraising opportunities for students in need and helps organize holiday baskets
and dinners for financially-challenged families. 

“Theresa is such a strong, positive part of the Foothill High community,” said
Principal Al Marzilli. “She is very much appreciated for her hard work, her genuine
heart and her great love for our students.” 

Duran and the school/work site 2011 Classified Employees of the Year
were recognized at the TUSD Board of Education meeting on May 9.
They included:

District Administration Center – Dora Palomo, secretary, Kindergarten
Readiness program.

Maintenance and Operations Department – Sharan McCarthy, secretary.
Elementary Schools – Maria Bloor, paraeducator, Special Education and noon

duty supervisor, Arroyo; Cindy Mayer, school secretary, Benson; Irene Thomas,
community liaison, Beswick; James Campos, night custodian, Estock; Dottie
Maupin, office assistant, Guin Foss; Norma Hernandez, Nutrition Services assistant,
Heideman; Albert Castro, head custodian, Hicks Canyon; Mayra Martinez, Health
Services clerk, Ladera; Irma Rivera, Health Services Clerk, Lambert; Giselle
Baxter, paraeducator, Special Education, Loma Vista; Jorge Magana, head custodian,
Myford; Maria Garcia, paraeducator, teacher assistant and Noon Duty Supervisor,
Nelson; Christa Jech, library media technician, Peters Canyon; Judi Gaines,
library media technician, Red Hill; Torie Gawel, computer resource assistant,
Thorman; Mary Beth Beames, paraeducator, Special Education and noon duty
supervisor, Tustin Memorial Academy; Paulette Brizzolara, paraeducator, Special
Education, Tustin Ranch; and Teresa Garcia, Nutrition Services assistant, Veeh.
Orchard Hills School – Laurie Lawver, library media technician. 

Middle Schools – Frank Armenta, plant supervisor, Columbus Tustin School;
Bill Woodward, plant supervisor, Currie School; Crystal Webster, school secretary,
Hewes School; Stephanie Haas, data clerk, Pioneer School; and Art Rodriguez,
plant supervisor, Utt School.

High Schools – Francisco Ledesma, custodian, Beckman; Lisa Gallick, head
custodian, Hillview; and Dwayne Dionne, cafeteria manager, Tustin High.

THERESA DURAN • FROM PAGE 1
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student in reading; a unique and highly successful Early College
Program whose first graduates will receive their AA degrees from
Irvine Valley College as they graduate from Beckman High School
in June and enter college in the fall as juniors; and the many schools
that have been named National Blue Ribbon School, California
Distinguished School or Title I Academic Achievement School. 

I am proud of the growth and continued achievement of Tustin
High School’s Model United Nations program that has gained
recognition internationally. Foothill High School’s International
Baccalaureate Program continues to grow and be highly successful.

The number of students taking and passing Advanced Placement courses has
grown each year. Our Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores continue to be
higher than California and national scores. Over 90 percent of our seniors go on
to college. The use of technology as a teaching tool is evident in every TUSD
classroom. We are doing more and more with online courses. While our demo-
graphics almost exactly match those of California, we are a high-performing
school district by any measure. 

I am also proud of our community for passing Measure L which has allowed us
to add state-of-the-art science centers which in turn has allowed us to begin a
significant science, technology, engineering and math emphasis districtwide. We
are modernizing our schools to make it easier to provide a 21st century learning
experience. 

But I am most proud of our administrators, teachers and staff whose tremen-
dous effort and great caring is so well reflected in the many academic, artistic
and athletic achievements of our students.

I have no doubt that Tustin Unified will continue to grow and prosper in the
years ahead. It’s been a pleasure and an honor to lead this wonderful district and
be part of a special place with wonderful people who are here for one reason: to
help today’s students become tomorrow’s leaders.

SUPERINTENDENT • FROM PAGE 1

Richard Bray
Superintendent

Lynn 
Davis

President

Jonathan
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Francine
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James 
Laird

Member

Tammie
Bullard

Clerk

Tustin Unified
School District 

Board of
Education

Beckman was also recognized for its outstanding programs and projects,
including the Tru Blu character education program that emphasizes success in
school and life; Irvine Valley College partnership in the Early College Program
where students earn both a high school diploma and AA degree upon graduating
from high school; an open tutorial program; a Professional Learning Community,
which focuses on learning, collaborative culture and results orientation; a gradua-
tion rate remaining at 98 percent; and over 95 percent of the school’s graduating
seniors attend a two-year or four-year college/university.

During the past six years, Tustin Unified has received 17 state distinguished
school awards. 

Guin Foss School Selected as Title I Academic Achievement School
Guin Foss Elementary School has been selected as a 2010-11 Title I Academic

Achievement School by the California Department of Education. Guin Foss is one
of 209 California schools and 13 Orange County schools to receive the award. 
The school was chosen for raising its test scores, reaching state goals on the
Academic Performance Index (API) and meeting rigorous criteria.

The Academic Achievement Awards Program honors Title I schools which
demonstrate success in ensuring their students make significant progress toward
meeting or exceeding state standards in language arts and mathematics, and
Academic Performance Index (API) test scores. 

BECKMAN HIGH • FROM PAGE 1
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Nutrition Services
Tustin Unified School District 
300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 342

Award of Excellence
The cafeterias at Columbus Tustin and Pioneer middle schools,

and Beckman High School have received the Award of Excellence
from the Environmental Health Division of Orange County. This
award is given to establishments in recognition of consistently 
protecting the residents and visitors of Orange County through
excellence in food safety and sanitation at the food establishment.  

Ladera
Elementary
second-grader
Shaina Bhakta’s

menu of chicken pita with
Greek seasonings and cucumber
salad was a hit with students at
the school. Shaina is one of the
winners in the TUSD Wellness
Committee’s Healthy Meal
Contest. The contest was held
to promote health and wellness
at schools. 

Parents and guardians may
now apply for meal benefits
from their own homes –
Nutrition Services has imple-
mented online meal application
processing. The online applica-
tions provide easier and
extended access to more fami-
lies. Families can access the
online applications from the
District’s web site home page.

Teresa Squibb
Director

Educational Services
Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 309

Early College Seniors Earn Degrees 
The first group of Beckman High School students, who enrolled

in the Tustin Unified School District’s Early College Program, grad-
uated with an associate’s degree from Irvine Valley College in May. 

Four years ago, this group of intelligent, self-motivated and
hard-working eighth-grade students enrolled in the Early College
Program.  The pilot program was the result of a partnership
between Tustin Unified School District and Irvine Valley College
(IVC). By enrolling in and completing University of California and
California State University approved community college courses
offered at Beckman High School, Early College students earned
transferrable general education college credit.  Students also had

the opportunity to earn an associate’s degree if they completed the Early College
Program.  

After enduring summer courses, extended school days and countless hours 
of study, Beckman’s Early College seniors participated in the commencement 
ceremony on May 20 at Irvine Valley College, earning an associate’s degree in
behavioral science. 

The Tustin Unified School District would like to thank the president of Irvine
Valley College, Dr. Glenn Roquemore, and the IVC administrative staff for their
years of support to Tustin Unified’s Early College Program. Students in the Early
College Program have been accepted with two years of college credit to four-year
universities, including UCLA and UC Berkeley. Congratulations Beckman
Patriots.  We are very proud of you!

Kathie Nielsen
Chief Academic

Officer

Orange County Department of Education
200 Kalmus Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92628
714/966-4000 www.ocde.us

National History Day—Orange County
Our Founders believed the study of history and should be at

the core of every American’s education. Knowledge of American
history and civics strengthens our sense of citizenship and provides
a lens with which to view and affect our future. National History
Day (NHD) offers students the unique opportunity of becoming
young historians and learning vital skills needed to be productive
members of society. NHD is a year-long academic program for
elementary and secondary school students. Those who participate
conduct extensive research on a historical topic related to an
annual theme. They determine the historical significance of their
topic and present what they have learned through a creative
project at an academic competition.

Students and teachers have reported life-changing experiences as a result of
their involvement with the NHD program. Recently, two Orange County students
decided to focus on a man who is credited for saving more lives than anyone else
in known history for their NHD project. The students had the privilege of conducting
the last interview with Norman Borlaug, who was the recipient of the Nobel
Peace Prize, Presidential Medal of Freedom, Congressional Gold Medal, and
World Food Prize, prior to his death in September 2009.

Approximately 500 students, along with their families and teachers, convened
at the Orange County Department of Education in the spring, for National
History Day – Orange County. These youngsters demonstrated their historical
learning through original performances, documentaries, museum-style exhibits,
two-dimensional displays, websites, and original papers. Almost 100 volunteers
served as judges and helped with logistics. It was great to see so many people
from the community getting involved!

While the focus is on students, National History Day – Orange County relies
on dedicated teachers who guide students through topic selection, research, and
the project development process. Participating students receive mentorship from
teachers who are committed to supporting college-level research and developing
the 21st century skills of collaboration, communication, and creativity. One NHD
teacher in Orange County explained his commitment to NHD by stating that his
job is to help develop the next generation to be smart consumers of information,
active citizens, and well-rounded individuals. 

The success of Orange County students as they advance from county to state
to national levels of the NHD program reminds us of the extraordinary commit-
ment of Orange County teachers. Educators involved in NHD include teachers of
history, language arts, technology, and visual and performing arts. National
History Day truly is an interdisciplinary program.

In unraveling the past, students become ambassadors to the future.
Participating in NHD inspires an interest in history and a deeper understanding
the importance of historical events. National History Day is much more than
learning about the past. It is about creating the future.

To learn more about the National History Day program in Orange County,
please contact Deborah Granger, Ed.D., Coordinator, History/Social Science/
GATE, Orange County Department of Education at 714-966-4447 or
dgranger@ocde.us or visit www.nhd.org.

William M.
Habermehl
Superintendent

Congratulations
Class 

of 
2011

Ladera student Shaina Bhakta 
shows her winning healthy meal.




