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Elementary Science labs create environments in which our young scholars can engage 
in the practice of science, technology, engineering, and math daily to help them 
develop conceptual and in-depth understandings of STEM concepts over time.

For the Love of Science!
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Helping Kids Deal with Stress: Four Themes for Parents

Dr. omas Jacob 

is a board-certiied 

pediatrician at UCLA 

Health’s Torrance 

pediatric practice, 

23550 Hawthorne  

BBoulevard, Suite 180. 

Visit uclahealth.org/

torrancepediatrics or call 

(310) 373-4303

A consistent nighttime routine and bed 
time, even on weekends, are equally 
vital. “Sleep is very important when it 
comes to stress,” Dr. Jacob says. 

Finally, parents can incorporate 
mindfulness into their children’s lives.
DDr. Jacob recommends meditation and 
breathing apps as a good starting point.

Share your struggles and model 

positive behaviors

While no parents want their child to 
experience difficulties, remember that 
stress is a normal part of life.

TTo help kids build resilience and 
manage the stress from new challenges, 
parents should create safe, nurturing 
environments for their children to share 
their feelings. Starting as early as age 2, 
Dr. Jacob says that parents should ask 
their kids what is bothering them, and 
hehelp them name and deal with those 
emotions. Doing so builds a foundation 
as they get older.

Parents should also show children 
healthy ways of dealing with stress. 
“Share your own personal stressors 
and tell your kids how you deal with 
sstressful situations,” Dr. Jacob 
recommends. “We want parents 
to model good behavior and be role 
models for their children.”

 
Stress presents in different ways

Dr. Jacob says parents should watch out 
for typical signs of stress, including:
• Not wanting to eat.
• Difficulty falling asleep.
• • Recurring headaches or stomach aches.
• Anger.
• Mood swings.
• Withdrawal from family or social time.
• Difficulty separating from caregivers. 
• Nervous habits, such as nail biting or 
thumb sucking.
• P• Pulling away emotionally.

If any of these signs occur, parents 
should talk to their child about what’s 
going on, and also reach out to their 
child’s pediatrician for support. 

To manage stress, slow down

If you realize your child is experiencing 
sstress, a good  rst step is to make time 
for relaxation, Dr. Jacob advises. 
“Children tend to get overbooked with 
sports and other extracurricular 
activities,” he says, “but it’s important for 
them to wind down and recuperate aer 
a long school day.”

DDr. Jacob also recommends that parents
make space for family time, outside of 
homework or other obligations, “It’s nice 
to have a family meal together,” he says, 
“or to schedule unstructured fun time, 
like a game night or trip to the park.” 

Stress has many causes

ere are many things that can cause stress 
and worry in kids. Not surprisingly, these 
triggers are oen the same things that 
stress adults, and can include:
• Social issues, such as bullying or teasing.
• • Moving or starting at a new school.
• Difficulty at home or family tension.
• Pressure related to academics or their 
   overall educational experience.
• Social media and cyberbullying.

When the cause of stress is obvious, 
parents can proactively address the issue 
aand help their child navigate it. But when 
it is less obvious, parents might 
not know what’s happening. 
“Cyberbullying, in particular, is oen not 
reported,” Dr. Jacob says. is is why 
parents must remain vigilant, and monitor 
their children’s social media use. “e 
eearlier their kids are exposed to social 
media, the more likely that cyberbullying 
will take place,” Dr. Jacob adds.

Kids, like adults, experience stress, says Thomas Jacob, MD, a pediatrician in the UCLA Health-Torrance office. But 

there is a lot that parents can do to help their children identify and manage stress, and build resiliency so they 

have the coping mechanisms to deal with future issues. Here is what parents should know:

uclahealth.org/torrancepediatrics


April / MAy 2019  3Covering the Torrance Unified School diSTricT

Green Goals
Part of a child’s growth process includes 

developing their understanding of the 
world around them. By engaging students 
to be leaders in sustainability efforts at 
school, they are able to cultivate their 
environmental stewardship to make 
positive and lasting changes in their 
communities.

At some of our elementary schools, 
the Trash-Free Challenge, in partnership 

with Grades of Green, is serious business! Participating 
schools have reduced their lunchtime trash by as much as 
90 percent, and students volunteer at lunchtime to sort 
recycling materials. Carr, Riviera and Victor Elementary 
Schools have won this challenge, and along with the 
satisfaction of achieving their goal of waste reduction, the 
schools were given a donation from partner organizations 
to continue their green efforts.

School gardens have become another powerful 
environmental-education tool for our students. These 

outdoor learning spaces enable students to observe 
the different stages of plant growth and learn about 
agriculture on a small scale. Students also get the chance 
to interact with nature while growing their own fruits 
and vegetables. Working together, our students learn 
lessons on cooperation and how to achieve group goals. 
Environmental-science students at South High School have 
set up a small greenhouse where they grow various plants 
and have a dedicated space for composting. Over at Wood 
Elementary, kindergarten students grow vegetables like 
chard, which they were unfamiliar with before they started 
their garden. Everyone at Wood looks forward to harvest 
time when our young farmers get a chance to eat all the 
different foods they have grown themselves!

Active participation in sustainability education and 
projects is a fun and engaging method for empowering 
our students to continue expanding their environmental 
efforts. I recognize that these programs are not possible 
without the tireless efforts of our teachers, staff and parent 
volunteers, and I thank them for going above and beyond to 
give our students valuable and meaningful experiences.

Dr. George 
Mannon

SUPERINTENDENT
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We’re So Proud!
By Don Lee, Board President

About this point in the school year, we all are amazed 
how quickly time passes and how much we have been able 
to accomplish! We have much to celebrate this year.

Congratulations to Casimir and J.H. Hull middle 
schools and West High School for being honored with the 
California Distinguished School Award. We are so proud 
that our schools have high-caliber programs and systems 
of support that help every student succeed. Additionally, 
congrats to Magruder Middle School for being recognized 
by the University of Southern California’s Sol Price Center 
for Social Innovation and the Rossier School of Education 
Center for Education Policy, Equity and Governance as one 
of their Top Los Angeles Public Schools for Underserved 
Students. Thank you to the dedicated faculty, staff and 
administrators who work day in and day out to ensure that 
all students have ample opportunities to learn and achieve.

As part of the California Distinguished Award, 
West High was also recognized for its remarkable arts 
curriculum and received the 2019 Exemplary Arts 
Education Program Award. The brand-new West High 

auditorium opened at the end of last year, and we are so 
thrilled that our students have a modern and high-tech 
space where their talents can soar! West High has much to 
be excited about this year; in addition to the well-deserved 
accolades, the school finished its modernization project 
and celebrated with a rededication of the school. As part 
of Measures Y and Z, West High is one of the schools in 
the last phase of the comprehensive bond projects, which 
modernized and renovated all TUSD schools. Having been 
elected to the Board nearly 12 years ago and an integral 
part of passing Measures Y and Z, I am personally proud of 
how we have been able to work together to bring all of our 
school facilities into the 21st century.

Part of building modern 21st century school facilities 
includes dedicated learning spaces for science, arts 
education and physical fitness. Measures T and U enabled 
the district to build facilities to meet the needs of our next 
generation of scholars! Science labs at the elementary 
schools, arts classrooms, brand-new high school 
auditoriums, and middle school gyms ensure that our 
students have facilities that provide them spaces to learn, 
grow, and thrive!
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The end of this school year is in 
sight and students are focused on 
their academic goals. 

In this issue you will read about 
students celebrating Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday, the Kindness Challenge, 
TED Talks, Science Camp, Service 
Learning and so much more. 

If you are deciding on summer 
camps and activities for all ages, 
please see pages 24-26. Of course, 
be sure to include the library among 
your choices. And our word search 
contest is on page 23.

Our next issue is May 22.

Neta Madison
Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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Free College Classes for South Bay 
High School Graduates!
Enrollment fees for the � rst year will be paid for full-time students who are enrolled 
in the El Camino College SOUTH BAY PROMISE. 

To be eligible, in-district high school students must complete the Steps to Enrollment 
and complete a South Bay Promise form by April 30, 2019.

SOUTH BAY PROMISE students receive priority registration, access to in-demand 
English and math courses, and additional support to 
connect with student success programs and services.
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TEF to Honor Dr. George Mannon, TUSD Superintendent
By Susan Swinburne, Executive Director

Torrance Education Foundation is proud to announce 
that Dr. George Mannon, Superintendent of Torrance 
Unified School District, will receive the 2019 James R. 
Armstrong Community Leadership Award. 

Superintendent of TUSD since 2005, Dr. Mannon is 
the heart of TUSD. In his thirteen years with Torrance 
Unified, Dr. Mannon has been the driving force behind the 
improvements to our schools that have increased safety 
for students, and improved facilities for all grade levels. 
New Science Labs at elementary and middle schools, 
new performance auditoriums, and upgrades to playing 
fields and gyms have all been accomplished during his 
tenure with TUSD. Torrance schools have also come into 
the digital age in the past decade, adding WiFi and other 
technology to increase learning opportunities for students. 

Dr. Mannon will receive the Armstrong Award at the 
upcoming TEF Silver Anniversary Gala – Celebrating 25 
Years of Giving, on May 4th. Congratulations, Dr. Mannon, 
and thank you for all you do! 

Torrance Education Foundation
P.O. Box 1397, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/320-7232  • www.torranceeducationfoundation.org

Dr. George Mannon with TUSD students

51 years of successfully providing:
• Career pathways
• Programs for college/career readiness
• Job training for outstanding careers in

• Art and Design
• Engineering and Design
• Finance and Business
• Health Science
• Public and Consumer Services

Southern California Regional Occupational Center
310.224.4200 | www.socalroc.com 
2300 Crenshaw Boulevard, Torrance, CA 90501 

START YOUR NEW LIFE TODAY

Upgrade your skills with job readiness training

EDUCATION 
WITH A 
PURPOSE ENROLL NOW!

http://www.torranceeducationfoundation.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://socalroc.com
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Spring kicks off the travel season, but for 
families who have a child with special needs, 
traveling can seem more like work than a 
vacation. This year, make a plan to prepare 
your child for a vacation that’s fun and 
manageable.

Walk through your vacation step by step 
and determine what sights, processes or 
experiences might be new to your child. 
Then, explain that there will be a change in 
their routine. Do this verbally and visually, 
for example:

• Share photos of your destination
• Take out your suitcase and practice   

       packing
• Explore your hotel online

If you’re flying, there are extra steps you can take to 
help familiarize your child with the airport and flying 
process, including:

• Take a drive by your local airport
• Watch videos of the airport security process

Long road trips can present additional challenges. 
Before the drive, consider these tips:

• Practice distraction techniques before the trip
• For sensory issues, bring a pair of noise canceling   
 head phones
• Build breaks into your route
• Pack snacks or plan stops for food
• Involve your child’s siblings by preparing them  
 for potential challenges and encouraging 
 supportive behavior
No matter how much you prepare, it’s unlikely that 

everything will go perfectly as planned. Just remember  
to take it one step at a time.

The Stramski Children’s Developmental Center at 
MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital 
Long Beach cares for children with behavioral and 
developmental conditions, such as autism, Down syndrome, 
and more. To learn more about our supportive care,  
visit millerchildrens.org/stramski.

Gary Feldman, 
M.D.,

medical director, 
Stramski Children’s 

Developmental 
Center,  

MemorialCare 
Miller Children’s & 
Women’s Hospital 

Long Beach

MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach

Traveling with Your Special Needs Child

2801 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806  
800-MEMORIAL • millerchildrens.org/stramski

http://millerchildrens.org/stramski
http://millerchildrens.org/stramski
http://millerchildrens.org/weknow
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Science Laser Show
This year our John Adams’ families 

headed to Torrance High’s beautifully 
remodeled auditorium for our school’s annual 
Family STEM Night. This time we switched 
things up a bit and had a colorful Laser and 
Music Show!

Did you know 
that the word 
“LASER” is an 
acronym? It 

stands for “Light Amplification 
by Stimulated Emission of 
Radiation.” You might experience 
getting a little tongue tied trying 
to say all those words. That’s why 
we say “LASER,” because it is 
way easier to pronounce.

Our students learned that 
laser light is a very special type 
of light, different from ordinary 
light. Ordinary light means it 
comes from things like light 
bulbs, a flashlight, or even 

sunlight. Lasers are special because no matter how far they 
shine they stay a delightful, vivid dot of light.

The Laser Show consisted of three primary colors: red, 
green, and blue. By mixing the right amount of these colors 
we could witness every color of the rainbow and beyond, all 
dancing on the screen!

Shayla 
Smith-Taranto

Principal

Adams Elementary
2121 238th St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4480 • adams.tusd.org

Students are Leaders
Our Anza Elementary 

Character Counts students 
are the leaders of our 
school! Each week these 
special students speak at an 
assembly about the qualities 
of being a good citizen. Each 
month they also have a theme 

word, and develop a weekly speech 
about the specific characteristics 
which model this trait.

In February, the word of the 
month was “Kindness.” Each class 
was provided with a giant heart, and 
the classroom teachers also helped 
the students record random acts of 
kindness. In addition, the students 
also led the Pledge of Allegiance and 
the singing of The Star Spangled 
Banner. It is amazing how brave our 
students have become by singing this 
very challenging song a Capella!

It was a great honor for two of our 
students to have sung the national 
anthem at USC’s Galen Center for a 
Pac-12 basketball game. Our singers 
took center court and performed 
beautifully! Our school mascot, Eddie 
the Eagle, also stood center court as 
well to cheer them on. Tommy Trojan 
and Eddie High even high-fived each 
other, both showing kindness and 
team spirit.

Barbara Marks
Principal

Anza Elementary
21400 Ellinwood Dr., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4559 • anzaelementary.org

http://adams.tusd.org
http://anzaelementary.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss
We will play ukulele here or there, we will 

play ukulele everywhere!
If you ever visit Arlington Elementary 

School, you will hear music traveling down 
the halls, between the 
walls, and over bouncing 
playground balls. That’s 
because our second-
grade Superstars, who 

have been practicing the recorder, 
have now started their next music 
lessons with the ukulele.

Arlington’s music teacher, Mr. Glen 
Kamida, shares his love of music and 
teaching with our second- through 
fifth-grade Superstars each week. He 
uses a variety of songs and music that 
include the Beatles, the Beach Boys, 
and Daniel Ho, whose work has been 
instrumental in our ukulele learning. 
With support and donations from 
nTYME and the Arlington PTA, our 
school is able to provide a ukulele for 

every student in each music class, which ensures student 
participation and engagement.

In the spirit of Dr. Seuss, we want to close by saying, 
“Oh, the places we’ll go, as we learn more and more, having 
fun learning while playing a song!”

Dr. Vicki Hath
Principal

Arlington Elementary
17800 Van Ness Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4519 • arlington.tusd.org

The Great Kindness Challenge
Arnold Elementary spent a week 

dedicated to creating a culture of kindness 
and compassion. We joined with 13,166,854 
students in 24,027 schools and 113 countries 
in the Great Kindness Challenge to complete 
as many acts of kindness as possible. Our 
Amazing Alleycats were able to complete 
over 3,000 acts of kindness! We culminated 
the week with a circle art mural that students 

had a chance to 
participate in. What an 
AMAZING celebration 
of kindness it was! We 
hope that the Great 
Kindness Challenge 
filled students, faculty 
and staff with an 
abundance of joy and 
that the kindness 
momentum will 
continue!

Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible.  
     — Dalai Lama

Justine Lang
Principal

Arnold Elementary
4100 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4524 • arnold.tusd.org

http://arlington.tusd.org
http://arnold.tusd.org
http://ffcu.org/visa
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Learning and Having Fun
Calle Mayor Middle School students are 

learning how to write code and program. 
Where is all this taking place? In the 
PTSA-sponsored afterschool Computer 
Programming Club taught by Mr. Foster. 
Students are using a program called Scratch, 
which gives students an opportunity to 
create games, stories, and animations that 
can be posted on the Scratch Web site 

(scratch.mit.edu). Last year we added programming of the 
Raspberry PI to the club, which created another boom of 
students—so many that we needed to add another club 
meeting day! The Raspberry PI is a small computer that 
students can program to create a vast array of different 
things, including video games and a weather station.

Calle Mayor recently hosted its annual Student Dinner 
Dance, and it was a lot of fun. The food was awesome, 

and the students danced for many hours. We would like 
to thank our PTSA for volunteering as chaperones and for 
supporting this wonderful event.

Calle Mayor is extremely excited and proud to recognize 
the many different talents our Bulldog students have 
that sometimes go unnoticed. Here is a snapshot of 
some of these great accomplishments. We would like to 
congratulate Pranathi Senthil-Kumaran for competing 
in the Orange County Interscholastic Equestrian League 
and winning first place in the JV Jumpers competition. 
We would also like to congratulate John-Milo Ernst 
(music), Sean McClain (film production) and Kotaro 
Fujita (photography) for winning PTSA Council Awards 
of Excellence in this year’s 33rd District PTSA Reflections 
competition. Additional congratulations go to our Math 
Counts team, which scored sixth place out of 24 teams in a 
recent competition. We would also like to congratulate our 
spelling bee winner, Jackson Lund, who is heading off to 
the Los Angeles County competition.

Dave Mosley
Principal

Calle Mayor Middle School
4800 Calle Mayor, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4548 • callemayormiddleschool.org

TED Talks
This is the second year that Casimir 

students have participated in the TED Talks 
hosted at Calle Mayor. TED Talks come from 
the TED Conferences LLC, which is a media 
organization that posts talks online for free 
distribution under the slogan “Ideas worth 
spreading.”

Casimir teacher Julie Stoll has long 
hosted a speech-and-debate tutorial and 

has recently branched into TED Talks. Any student can 
participate in the event. Students pick a topic they feel 
passionate about, write a speech, and then deliver their 

message on stage with a PowerPoint presentation. This 
year, Cayley Saiki addressed the issue of Internet safety. 
Alicia Low spoke about how much safer it is for students to 
stay on campus during the fires. Pet adoption was the focus 
of Skylyn Rosa’s TED talk. Joshua Remmenga focused on 
YouTube and its value.

All of these students feel strongly about their chosen 
topic and feel compelled to share their perspective with 
others. The showcase format of TED Talks allows for 
students to hone their public speaking skills as well as 
share their passion and position on issues that they believe 
are “ideas worth spreading.”

Susie Holmes
Principal

Casimir Middle School
17220 Casimir Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4498 • casimir.tusd.org

http://callemayormiddleschool.org
http://casimir.tusd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Communication
Carr Cubs are great 

communicators! All of 
our students are working 
on their reading, 
writing, speaking and 
listening skills every day 
across all grade levels 
TK–5, and each week on 
Wednesdays, our fifth-
grade students make 

morning announcements titled “Wise 
Words Wednesdays.” This is when our 
student announcers share a positive-
growth-mindset quote and a fun and 
interesting fact, discuss progress with 
our PBIS RRAH-wards, and remind 
students about upcoming events. This 
helps our students keep motivated to 
try hard each day and stay connected 
to all the fun and exciting events on 
campus.

Our fifth-grade students have 
also started a weekly campus 
newspaper where they report 
on interesting and newsworthy 
events. Not only are they 
practicing their journalism 
skills each week but they are 
also helping all of our Carr Cubs 
to learn more about the staff 
members on our campus and the 
exciting things happening each 
day at different grade levels. This 
newspaper is included in our 
weekly Carr Talk Newsletter to 
parents; in addition, a paper copy 
is sent home so that our families 
can see the hard work of our 
students and learn more about our 
community.

Keep up the great work, Carr 
Cubs!

Katie 
Schenkelburg

Principal

Carr Elementary
3404 W. 168th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4467 • carr.tusd.org

Kids Heart Challenge
Our school is proud to 

partner with the American Heart 
Association’s participation in the 
Kids Heart Challenge! All funds 
went directly to the American 
Heart Association. 

Our goal was to raise $5,000 
for heart education and research. 
Leading up to the event, students 

were challenged to drink water over sugary 
drinks, stay active at least 60 minutes each day, 
and have a kind heart and to do something nice 
for someone.

During the one-hour event, the whole school 
participated in jumping rope. Each grade level 
took turns jumping rope in two-minute rotations. 
DJ Ozzie came out and motivated us as we 
jumped to fun music. Students, teachers, parents 
and staff were skipping rope, doing double 
Dutch, and just having fun exercising our hearts!

It was an exciting jump-rope event and was 
even more meaningful because we were able to 
help those with special hearts. 

Jayne Okazaki
Principal

Edison Elementary
3800 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4513 • edison.tusd.org

http://carr.tusd.org
http://edison.tusd.org
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Digital Field Trip
This past month, our students in the 

fourth grade at Fern took a digital field trip 
in their own classroom!

Through an innovative program 
developed by the California State Parks 
system, the fourth-graders at Fern 
interacted in real time with park rangers, 
scientists, and biologists. Through the use 
of web cameras, speakers, and the Internet, 
these students got to specifically interact 

with Jenny Comperda, a park interpretive specialist at 
Calaveras Big Trees State Park.

This digital field trip experience was enhanced by 
Ms. Comperda, as she was speaking with the students 
bundled up in the snow and among the trees! During this 
lesson, students learned about the giant Sequoia trees that 
comprise many of California’s majestic forests. They were 
taught about the pine cones that carry giant Sequoia seeds, 
their need for large quantities of water, and their very slim 
chances of survival in the forest. 

Our students were also able to ask questions throughout 
the field trip. It was a highly engaging and innovative 
learning experience for all.

Michael 
Remland
Principal

Fern Elementary
1314 Fern Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4506 • fern.tusd.org

Science Camp
Jefferson Middle School offers two-night 

three-day science-camp opportunities for 
our students meeting grade and behavior 
qualifications.

With teacher chaperones, sixth-grade 
students are invited to experience Camp 
Pali, which is located in Running Springs, 
California. Students are transported by bus 
and stay in dormitories. They participate 
in science labs and team-building activities 

with camp leaders, Jefferson teachers and their Jefferson 
classmates. Seventh-grade students are invited to 
AstroCamp, located in Idyllwild, California. Jefferson 
teacher chaperones and camp leaders work together to 
provide the students with a full camp experience that 
includes science labs, team-building activities and zip 
lining. Our qualifying eighth-grade students may attend 
the Catalina Island Marine Institute (CIMI). Students meet 
chaperones at the landing in Long Beach to ride a ferry 
to the island. Chaperones participate in all activities with 
the students, including snorkeling, hiking, labs and team-
building activities.

JMS offers extended opportunities for learning!

Yvonne Marin
Principal

Jefferson Middle School
21717 Talisman St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4794 • jefferson.tusd.org

Students in Mrs. Kamphuis fourth grade class learn about the 
Giant Sequoia tree on a digital field trip to Calaveras Big Trees State Park 

with Interpretive Specialist, Jenny Comperda.

http://fern.tusd.org
http://jefferson.tusd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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California Distinguished School 
In January, JH Hull Middle School was 

announced as a California Distinguished 
School nominee for 2019. The state 
superintendent, Tony Thurmond, has 
since announced that Hull is a California 
Distinguished School. The school community 
should be very proud of the accomplishments 
that have been recognized by the state of 
California.

The school will be receiving its honor at a ceremony 
at an Orange County resort hotel on April 5. The model 
practice that was recognized by the state comprised the 
multiple tiers of support for all students. Along with the 
positive-behavior-intervention system and all of our faculty 

and staff on board to help all of our students learn, the 
accolades of this prestige award to Hull is well deserved for 
all students, faculty, staff and community members.

Continue to be Hawksome Hull! Go Hawks!

Patty Girgis
Principal

J.H. Hull Middle School
2080 W. 231st St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4516 • hull.tusd.org

Paws-itive Behavior
Helping others, Own your actions, Use 

a positive attitude, Navigate your future, 
Do your best (HOUND) is the motto for all 
Hickory Elementary School Hounds, and we 
recognize our students for displaying these 
positive behavior traits.

Five times a year, students who embody 
these traits are selected by their teachers 
and classmates for recognition. During our 
weekly assemblies, students who have been 

selected are showcased in front of the entire school.
Hickory students, teachers, and staff have also been 

focusing on rewarding positive behavior daily with PAW 
Awards, also called Paws-itive Awards. Hickory Hounds 
can earn PAWs by making great choices in the classroom, 

on the playground, and in the cafeteria. All staff members 
award students throughout the day. Paws-itive Awards are 
collected by classroom teachers, and each week a winner 
is selected from every kindergarten through fifth-grade 
classroom. Paws-itive winners come to the stage and are 
cheered on by the entire Hickory community. They also get 
a chance to choose from a variety of prizes.

We have been collecting our Paws-itive Awards and 
are currently creating a display of our students’ amazing 
positive behavior. We have presented over 15,000 Paws-itive 
Awards this school year and plan for at least 15,000 more 
by the end of the school year.

We are changing the landscape at Hickory by rewarding 
positive behaviors to create a positive, collaborative, 
and meaningful environment where all students can be 
successful.

Edna 
Schumacher

Principal

Hickory Elementary
2800 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4672 • w1.hickory.tusd.org

Reading is Fundamental
LAUNCH just completed its third annual 

Read-A-Thon to help promote literacy in our 
young students, and also help our PTA raise 
funds.

We kicked off the event with a special 
assembly for our students and parents 
by reading a Dr. Seuss story. Many of our 
students and staff members wore hats or 
outfits depicting various Dr. Seuss characters. 

Throughout the week they also participated in a number 
of additional literacy activities in their classrooms in 

anticipation of Dr. Seuss’ official birthday on March 2nd. 
During our one-week Read-A-Thon, parents were 

encouraged to commit to their children’s reading for at 
least 15 minutes per day. This could be as simple as reading 
a book aloud, asking questions about pictures in a book, 
looking at a magazine together, having a sibling or relative 
read to their child, or interacting with anything else in 
print.

It has been amazing to see the way in which our parents 
have supported their children’s early reading endeavors, 
and helped our PTA as well. We plan to do this again next 
year!

Teresa Lanphere
Principal

LAUNCH Preschool Programs
4100 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/972-6500x2550 • launch.tusd.org

http://hull.tusd.org
http://w1.hickory.tusd.org
http://launch.tusd.org
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Service Learning 
This school year has served as a great 

opportunity for Lincoln to teach its students 
the value and importance of giving back to 
the community by helping those in need.

We started this year with our Toy Drive 
in which we asked our Lincoln families to 
donate toys and gift cards that were in turn 
given to children in the foster-care system or 
to families experiencing homelessness. This 
drive was conducted in conjunction with 

the Torrance Fire Department and the Torrance Police 
Department, which allowed Lincoln’s charity and goodwill 
to extend far and wide and, I’m sure, brighten the holiday 
season for many deserving families.

For this year’s Read Across America Week, Lincoln 
partnered with a nonprofit organization to collect gently 
used books and CDs. The organization’s motto, “A New 

Home for Your Books,” holds true, as they give used 
books a new life by donating them to charities, homeless 
shelters and hospitals. Lincoln collected over 4,500 books 
to support the great work being done among nonprofits to 
promote literacy and encourage a love for reading.

Finally, in continuing with the spirit of helping others, 
Lincoln partnered with another nonprofit organization to 
collect shoes in an effort to create sustainable jobs and 
provide relief for many communities around the world. Our 
Lincoln families donated over 600 pairs of new and gently 
used shoes in support of the positive impact being made 
globally to provide shoes and clothing to those in need.

The value of teaching our students the importance of 
giving back to the community and helping people who 
have needs greater than our own is truly one of the most 
precious gifts we can give our young people. Many thanks 
to everyone who donated and participated to make this 
truly a year of giving and service learning!

Katherine 
Castleberry

Principal

Lincoln Elementary
2418 W. 166th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4464 • lincoln.tusd.org

MATHCOUNTS
Pop quiz! Which school club spends 

hours building speed and endurance to win 
fierce pencil-and-paper competitions? Did 
you guess the MATHCOUNTS Team? You’re 
correct! We’re celebrating MATHCOUNT’s 
South Bay/Santa Monica win over 20 other 
teams!

MATHCOUNTS is a national competition 
comprising four-hour events at school, 
chapter, state and national levels. Each  

competition begins with a Sprint Round—imagine 

completing 30 complex math problems without a calculator 
in 40 minutes! The Target Round involves solving eight 
complex word problems in six minutes, using calculators. 
Students solve 10 mind-bending word problems within 
20 minutes in the Team Round, and finally, the top 10 
students compete head to head solving a series of problems 
within 45 seconds.

Team members: Jenna Yang, captain; Micah Taw; Pranav 
Akella; Sunwoo Hwang; individual participants: Irene Lee, 
Sohan Devalapurkar, Vinay Pattanashettar, Yit-Meng Chin, 
Irenka Ni and Kirsty Lyu, with special recognition to Micah 
Taw for earning fourth place overall.

LeRoy 
Jackson Jr.

Principal

Lynn Middle School
5038 Halison St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4495 • bertlynn.tusd.org

http://lincoln.tusd.org
http://bertlynn.tusd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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STEM is Strong
Students at Madrona Middle School are 

offered Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM) opportunities both during 
class and after school. Two of our STEM 
programs, Madrona Science Olympiad and 
the Madrona MathCounts, were busy in 
February competing in their respective 
events.

Madrona’s Science Olympiad team is 
an elective class that is open to students of all grade 
levels. Students spend the year training for 23 events in 
different science disciplines, including genetics, earth 
science, chemistry, anatomy, physics, geology, mechanical 

engineering, and technology. The competition is similar 
to a track meet. Our team brought 15 members, who were 
divided up into small teams to compete in their specialty 
events. Madrona’s Science Olympiad teacher, Mrs. Hallsted, 
led these students to a ninth place finish out of 40 teams 
from all over the greater Los Angeles region. Our teams 
placed especially well in the Codebusters (fifth place), 
RollerCoasters (second place), and Solar Systems (fourth 
place) categories!

Madrona’s MathCounts team is an afterschool club open 
to all students led by math teacher Mr. Khan. MathCounts 
is a competitive program for sixth- through eighth-grade 
students that is all about making math fun! Our team 
placed third in the South Bay competition and will now 
move on to the state championship.

Jeffrey Nielsen
Interim Principal

Madrona Middle School
21364 Madrona Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4562 • madrona.tusd.org

Kindness Campaign Continues!
In February, our 2019 Magruder Mustangs 

celebrated their third annual Kindness 
Campaign. This event, sponsored by the 
Student Council, was a week full of events 
to spread joy and good cheer among all our 
school-community members. Class-spirit 
competitions started the week off with a 
lunchtime survey to assess the various needs 
of students to help best support them.

Magruder was “brightened up” as students and staff 
wore their neon-color attire, and “shout-outs” were written 

to share gratitude with classmates and adults alike. These 
written shout-outs were posted for all to see and increase 
the inclusiveness and goodness of our campus. To “show 
the love,” all Mustangs were encouraged to wear red and 
pink on Valentine’s Day. We wrapped up the week with 
No One Eats Alone, with DJ Ozzie spinning tunes as we 
all wore our favorite Mustang swag and reached out to 
someone we have not talked to before.

Students participated with the expectations for this 
event to not only grow in years to come but also for the 
concept to continue throughout the year. Thank you to the 
Student Council and their awesome sponsors for making 
this event a huge success!

Lisa Nunes
Principal

Magruder Middle School
4100 W. 185th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4527 • magruder.tusd.org

http://madrona.tusd.org
http://magruder.tusd.org
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Positive Campus Culture
Many components work in concert 

to ensure the success of any school, in 
particular focusing on the total student, 
commitment to equity and access, family 
and community engagement, a relationship-
oriented school culture and climate, and 
a strong, supportive group of teachers 
and staff. For each component mentioned 
above, North High school proudly offers 

many opportunities for students and families to be very 
intentional as we “do life together.”

Academically for the 2018–19 school year, North High 
School posted the number-one English-language-arts 
scores of any TUSD high school on our state’s standardized 
test: the CAASPP. What’s more, in the last five years, three 
NHS teachers have been recognized as TUSD and Los 
Angeles County Teacher of The Year and one NHS staff 
member as TUSD Classified Employee of the Year. These 
incredible results only happen when teachers, students 
and parents work hard and partner together to develop and 
maintain a positive campus culture.

One on-campus event that adds to our positive school 
climate is Mind Madness, a weeklong competition between 
student teams who compete in answering questions from a 
vast array of categories such as geography, entertainment, 
pop culture, music, history, literature, math and science. 
This year marked the 20th anniversary of Mind Madness, 
culminating in our gym, with two teams vying for the 
championship before a standing-room-only crowd. It was 
nothing short of awesome!

Community members also find it intriguing when 
we discuss the number of student clubs and activities on 
campus and what they offer to our “total student.” For 
instance, beyond the many academic and cultural clubs on 
campus that display dynamic programs and opportunities 
to serve our community, we have a club teacher who 
guarantees that he can teach anyone how to solve the 
Rubik’s Cube and another club which sees nearly 20 students 
each year train for and complete the Los Angeles Marathon.

While this certainly is not an exhaustive list of the 
incredible things happening at North High every day, it is 
an example of what makes North High a very special place 
to learn.

Chris Sheck
Principal

North High School
3620 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4412 • northhighschool.org

Book Fair
Every 

year, Seaside 
Elementary 
School hosts 
a Book Fair 
at the end of 
February and 
the beginning of 
May to celebrate 
the birthday of 

children’s author Theodor Seuss 
Geisel, otherwise known as Dr. 
Seuss, and to raise money for 
the school library. The library is 
completely stocked and run by 
PTA volunteers.

The Book Fair is truly a 
celebration of reading and the 
joy of coming to school. On 
Monday morning starting at 
8:35, Seaside mothers were 
invited to socialize and mingle 
at Muffins for Moms. On 

Tuesday, dads were welcomed 
at Doughnuts for Dads. Then 
on Thursday night, the entire 
community was welcomed to 
come to school for a Free Fun 
Family Night hosted by PTA, 
during which time children 
and adults made “Oobleck” out 
of cornstarch, water and food 
coloring and had their faces 
painted by a local artist. Hot 
cocoa with all the fixings was 
served, and Dog Man and Clifford 
attended the event. The week 
ended with Pajama Day, the 
official bedtime-story attire for 
everyone.

Students and adults had a 
terrific week and are thankful 
for the work of Dr. Seuss and 
other authors who make reading 
and learning a joyful part of 
childhood. In the end, over $7,000 
in Scholastic Dollars was raised 
for the library.

Michele 
Bauer-Bean

Principal

Seaside Elementary
4651 Sharynne Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4532 • seaside.tusd.org

Parents Erica Michaelson and Rosalee Journo dress 
the part as Chairpersons of the Seaside Book Fair.

http://northhighschool.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://seaside.tusd.org
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Short but Satisfying
The shortest month of the year was 

packed with a lot of exciting events for 
Richardson Middle School.

During February, we had a special visit 
from the Los Angeles Laker Girls to help 
celebrate Read Across America. Our annual 
Richardson Talent Show also provided 
us with an opportunity for our students 
to show off their many talents. Original 

comedic sketches got the crowd laughing, and our talented 
musicians demonstrated their impressive skills on the 
piano, violin, and guitar. Singers belted out today’s top 
pop tunes with vocal skills that would impress the original 
artists. Dancers displayed talent across a variety of genres 
from modern to hip hop to even Irish dancing.

We finished off the month of February with “Say 
Something Week.” This was planned by our Leadership 
Class in conjunction with the Sandy Hook Foundation. 

The objective was to help our students feel less alone, 
and encourage them to keep the campus safe by “Saying 
Something if They See Something.”

On Monday we started with a warm welcome! The 
Leadership Class welcomed RMS students in the morning 
to help start their week off strong. On Tuesday, students 
were asked add a positive comment to the banner by the 
cafeteria to help make a difference in someone’s day. On 
Wednesday there was a scavenger hunt at lunchtime, where 
students worked together to find a variety of resources to 
help keep the campus safe.

On Thursday the students were asked to wear green, 
the color of Say Something, or blue, for suicide prevention 
awareness. Finally, on Friday, our students were asked 
to wear their class colors and participate in the “Say 
Something Word Scramble” at lunch.

Encouraging students to Say Something isn’t just a goal 
for a week; it is a regular practice that is designed to help 
create as safe a campus as we possibly can.

Ian Drummond
Principal

Richardson Middle School
23751 Nancy Lee Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4790 • richardsonmiddleschool.org

Project LEAD
Riviera is thrilled to offer Project Lead 

to Riviera’s fifth-grade students. Project 
LEAD is a law-related educational program 
developed by the L.A. County District 
Attorney’s Office and the Constitution Rights 
Foundation. Attorneys, investigators, and 
other law enforcement professionals instruct 
students about the criminal justice system. 

Interactive lessons focus on the importance of decision-
making and consequences. A field trip to the Museum of 
Tolerance and local courthouse are also offered as a part of 
this free program!

Mrs. Pachal, fifth-grade teacher, shared that students 
can learn about the future choices that they will be facing. 
Project LEAD teaches them about the consequences of 
their choices both positive and negative. It also emphasizes 
the importance of staying in school to increase earning 
potential. 

In one activity, students were 
randomly given a salary based on 
their education level. They were 
also given a budget. The students 
were quite surprised by all of the 
things that adults have to pay for. 
It was an eye-opening lesson. 

Mrs. Matsubara, fifth-grade 
teacher, shared that Project LEAD 
is a great program which can 
give our students insight into the 
justice system, and discuss peer 
pressure and the consequences of 
actions. It teaches about diversity, 
tolerance, and strategies on 
how to resolve conflicts. It also 
culminates with students visiting 
a real courthouse, meeting a 
judge, and participating in a mock 
trial. 

Christie Forshey
Principal

Riviera Elementary
365 Paseo de Arena, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4460 • riviera.tusd.org

http://richardsonmiddleschool.org
http://riviera.tusd.org
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Great Leaders
Shery High School is super proud of 

its Leadership program. This class offers 
unique opportunities for students to take 
who are interested in being leaders on 
campus.

Three days a week, 
in collaboration with 
neighboring Torrance 
Elementary School, 

Shery’s Leadership students walk over 
and work in the elementary school 
classrooms working with students 
and assisting teachers. Last year the 
program expanded when Torrance 
Elementary’s resource teacher began 
training Shery students to help with 
Special Education students. The 
relationships our students build with 
these young students is amazing for 
both older and younger students.

Two days a week, Shery’s 
Leadership students meet with their 
teacher and plan activities for their 

fellow high school students. These include spirit week 
activities, class competitions at lunch, and fund-raisers 
for causes, including Pennies for Patients and Adopt-a-
Family through the Salvation Army.

Our campus is a better place thanks to our Leadership 
students!

Jamie Jimenez
Principal

Shery High School
2600 Vine St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4440 • shery.tusd.org

CONNECTION
South High began the year with a theme 

of “CONNECTION,” with everyone working in 
teams to create living art. Working together 
as a staff, we believe that we can better 
connect with our students, our parents, and 
each other.

At our monthly “Administration Student 
CONNECTION” lunches, students like to 
share their candid thoughts on what they 
love about South and the things they would 

improve. They consistently report how they love the 
opportunities afforded them in the variety of classes, clubs, 
and activities offered here at our school.

That “Teacher CONNECTION” was particularly 
noticeable in the South High boat races! Our marine 

biology program built 20 boats, each captained by a 
faculty member who raced across the pool during recent 
competitions at the new Aquatic Center.

On the academic side, as we entered the second 
semester of our Spartan Seminar, our students continue to 
report positively that this additional instructional support 
time, embedded in their school day, is helpful academically 
and in their “CONNECTION” with their teachers. Lastly, 
this year we have focused more on the personal well-being 
of our students by offering additional social and emotional 
support for them on campus. 

Don’t forget to drop in to our “Coffee with the Principal” 
activity on the first Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. to 
make a connection, and let me know what you love about 
South. As Helen Keller said, “Alone we can do so little; 
together we can do so much.”

Michelle 
Fournier
Principal

South High School
4801 Pacific Coast Highway, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4352 • shs.tusd.org

http://shery.tusd.org
http://shs.tusd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Winter Slumberland
Torrance Elementary School 

celebrated the South Bay’s chilly 
temperatures with a major pajama 
party! The cafeteria was transformed 
with special lighting and enormous 
snowflake balloons, which were provided 
by second-grader Jimena Rodriguez’s 
family. Families were treated to the 
sounds of parent disc jockey Sherwin 

Ruste, who engaged the crowd with a dance contest 
and both parent and student games of musical chairs! 
Katrina Burris won the parent round, and third-grader 
Itzel Sanchez Acosta came out on top in the student 
round. Each winner was recognized with a Torrance 
Elementary T-shirt!

Onesie-clad students dressed up for the photo booth, 
feasted on wings and waffles, cozied up at the hot 
chocolate bar, and lined up for face painting! Smiles 
were all around, even on the faces of some visiting 
alumni!

Torrance Elementary PTA was proud to present a 
locally sourced event with so much parent participation. 
Thanks to our fearless leader, PTA President Grace 
Campbell, who coordinated the event, including the 
parent and grandparent vendors!

We are already picking out our pajamas for next year!

Dr. Kelly Joseph
Principal

Torrance Elementary
2125 Lincoln Ave., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4500 • torranceel.tusd.org

Accomplishments this Year
Torrance High is so proud of our students’ 

diversity and accomplishments this year!
In January, we celebrated our 29th annual 

Hands Across Campus, honoring the legacy 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Performances 
by our choir and cultural clubs highlight 
this event. We’re especially grateful to our 
Black Club advisor Robert Patterson and 
club president Chidinma Azinge for their 
dedication and organization.

Special congratulations go to yearbook advisor Mrs. De 
La Rosa and her 2018 yearbook staff, who were recently 
honored by a publishing company for their outstanding 
2018 yearbook. Our “News Torch” staff participated in a 
write-off competition in February and achieved second 
place. Thanks go to their advisor, Mr. Bostwick, for his 
dedication.

Our Academic Decathlon had an outstanding competition 
season, finishing in second place in D2 and 14th in LACOE. 
We owe much appreciation to our coaches: Mr. Zuilani,  

Ms. Karim and Mr. Chomiri. Speech and Debate had three 
students qualifying for the state championships: Divya Nair 
and Anthony Chang in duo interpretation and Kelli Chong 
in humorous interpretation. Thanks go to their coach,  
Mrs. Sluyter, for her continued support.

We had a wonderful Talent Show in February, 
showcasing a variety of talents. Our students’ passion and 
willingness to perform are inspiring, as is their support of 
one another. Thanks go to Ms. Hefflinger for supervising 
this event and to all of the staff that served as judges.

Our Robotics team competed this past month under 
Mr. Hagen’s guidance; with the help of Mr. Kushi, two 
math teams competed in the MathWorks Math Modeling 
Challenge.

The Song Team is state champion, with an outstanding 
performance at the JAMS competition! The Cheer squad 
took a strong second place with one of the highest scores 
in team history. Congratulations to the girls and Coach Van 
Dyke and her staff.

Tartar Nation will be equally busy this spring, and we 
look forward to seeing all of you!

Karim Girgis
Principal

Torrance High School
2200 W. Carson St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4396 • ths.tusd.org

http://torranceel.tusd.org
http://ths.tusd.org
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Under Construction
All adult schools in California 

are now expected to provide 
courses that support adult student 
transitions into colleges or careers. 
Our school is very pleased to be 
offering a construction course 
in partnership with the National 
Association of Building Trades 
Unions (NABTU).

This course is designed to 
provide and prepare students with the necessary 
information and skills to pursue a career in 
a multitude of specialties in the construction 
industry. Students are learning a great deal of 
critical information in the classroom and are also 
having several hands-on experiences, such as 
learning how to use tools, read blueprints, and 
administer cardiopulmonary resuscitation and 
first aid in order to ensure worksite safety.

The construction class is another example of 
how Torrance Adult School is here to help adults 
in our local community achieve their academic, 
personal, and professional goals!

Dr. Wayne
Diulio

Principal

Torrance Adult School
2606 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4689 ext. 8400 • www.tastusd.org

Construction students learning CPR skills in class

The More That You...
February 25th through March 1st was 

Towers’ Dr. Seuss Spirit Week and Reading 
Challenge!

For Dr. Seuss Spirit Week, the students 
and staff members dressed up each day 
to represent various Dr. Seuss books. We 
started with 
Oh The Places 
You’ll Go, where 

clothing represented a place; 
Fox In Socks, with silly/crazy 
socks; One Fish, Two Fish, Red 
Fish, Blue Fish, wearing red and 
blue; Green Eggs and Ham, with 
wearing green; and then Cat In 
The Hat, which was crazy hat 
day.

We also had a Book Fair going 
all week long. Our students were 
even reading extra at home to 
help fill their Reading Challenge 
sheets. Our culminating activity 
was on March 1st, with volunteer 

readers in many of our classrooms. We also had “Lunch on 
the Lawn” for all students and their parents/guardians, as 
well as a variety of relatives who also joined us.

It was a week full of great fun and lots of reading! As Dr. 
Seuss once said, “The more that you read, the more things 
you will know. The more that you learn, the more places 
you’ll go.”

Sandy Skora
Principal

Towers Elementary
5600 Towers St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4535 • towers.tusd.org

http://www.tastusd.org
http://towers.tusd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Congratulations, Jake!
Jake Bok, a fifth-grade student at Victor 

Elementary School, was recently honored 
with the 2019 Every Student Succeeding 
Award by the 
Association of California 
School Administrators 
Region 14. This 
distinguished honor 
recognizes students 

from around Southern California who 
persevere through extreme challenges 
to lead successful lives socially and 
academically.

Before Jake was four years old, 
he was diagnosed with profound 
learning and auditory disorders. In 
school, Jake’s hard work, his positive 
and loving attitude, his strong 
relationships with staff and peers, and 
his advanced leadership skills really 
make him stand out as a star student! 
Overall, Jake is sweet, polite, happy, 
funny, inquisitive and very empathetic. 

These strong characteristics help him persist through his 
disabilities. He never complains and always has a smile on 
his face!

Congratulations, Jake! This honor is so well deserved.

Bill Baker
Principal

Victor Elementary
4820 Spencer St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4542 • victor.tusd.org

Coming Together to Read
February was one of the coldest months 

on record. Can you believe we didn’t even 
break 70 degrees during the month! Not only 
has it been cold, but it has also been wet in 
the South Bay. 
But, no worries! 
The skies parted 
and the sun 
peeked through 

the clouds long enough for us to 
enjoy one of the best days of the 
year, Dr. Seuss Day.

As families gathered around 
the school with their lunches 
and their books, our young 
Wildcats emerged from their 
classes ready to enjoy an 
extended lunch period to read 
and enjoy time with both family 
and friends. The lunch food 
might have been better that 
day, but the company surely 
was not.

Walking through the school, the sight of so many 
families making time to be with their children was awe 
inspiring. Strewn throughout every corner of the school 
were groups huddled around books to acknowledge the 
importance of reading. 

But what about those 
whose parents had to 
work, you say? Don’t 
worry! The TPD and Fire 
Department came through 
with volunteers to make 
sure that all of the children 
had someone to read to.

The sight of these local 
heroes on campus just 
made the whole event 
mean so much more than 
just a day for reading. It 
was a symbol that our 
community is healthy 
and strong, inspiring the 
future with the nurturing 
of caring families 
and support from our 
community leaders. 

Efren Ponce
Principal

Walteria Elementary
24456 Madison St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4487 • www.walteriaelementary.org

http://victor.tusd.org
http://www.walteriaelementary.org
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Lights, Camera, Action!
West High’s visual and performing arts 

students engage in enriching opportunities 
to showcase talents. Our VPA mission is 
to foster, develop, and encourage lifelong 
art learners and advocates 
for the arts. Classes provide 
guidance and classical art 
training so that every student 
can experience artistic 

success, inspiration and encouragement for 
individual expression.

Students learn and apply skills through 
performances, productions, publications 
and displays. Our programs are among the 
strongest, as our students are recognized 
and awarded often for their efforts. Our 
VPA experience generates valuable lessons 
that serve students well in business, 
relationships and life. Students learn that 
confidence is key, survival after rejection 
promotes improvement, teamwork inspires 
greatness, cultural diversity expands 
horizons, communication is creative, 

emotions can be expressed through art, discipline is the 
road to success, risk taking leads to rewards, and open-
mindedness fosters growth.

At West High, art is our link to the past and our gift to 
the future. 

Kara Heinrich
Principal

West High School
20401 Victor, Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4299 • whs.tusd.org

Fall Musical Honk

Growth Mindset
Mr. King and Ms.Tucker are the lead 

teachers for Wood’s GATE program. 
They meet after school in our new 
Science Lab every month to help bring 
STEAM subjects to life for some of our 
Woodchucks.

Howard Wood’s GATE/high achieving 
students in grades three to five are 
offered the opportunity to participate 
in after-school classes that focus on the 

engineering design process. The goal of these sessions 
is to engage students in challenging tasks with an 
emphasis on collaboration, while also promoting a 
problem-solving “Growth Mindset” approach.

These sessions specifically target the students’ 
critical and creative thinking abilities. In addition, 
each session has an objective that contains a 
specific social-emotional focus, such as “grit” and 
“perseverance,” that will help foster their future 
success in confronting challenging tasks. These 
student activities are high-interest, deliberate, and 
vary in content and focus to appeal to students from 
ages eight to twelve.

Dr. Shawn 
Johnson
Principal

Wood Elementary
2250 W. 235th St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4484 • wood.tusd.org

http://www.whs.tusd.org
http://wood.tusd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Culture of Achievement
Reading is the key to academic 

achievement! Consequently, TUSD has set 
a desired end-of-the-year reading level that 
each child should meet based on his or her 
grade level.

On the first day of school, 51 Yukon 
Huskies had already met their target! As 
of March, an additional 35 have. This is 
something to celebrate! At schoolwide 
assemblies, these children walk the “red 

carpet.” They also receive a Husky bracelet and have 
their picture placed on a star-studded bulletin board. 
There is a star waiting for every student who meets their 
target.

We celebrate their journey toward this goal as well. 
Each time a student “levels up,” I visit their classroom 
and award them a certificate and a little book to put on 
their chain necklace. Children often run to me to proudly 
proclaim, “I leveled up!”

At Yukon, we believe in the power of moments of 
elevation and pride.

Elaine Wassil
Principal

Yukon Elementary
17815 Yukon Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4477 • yukon.tusd.org

Office Terms —Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you email to:  
Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put Torrance in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by April 30, 2019
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a GAZUMP card/dice game - fun for all ages!

LAPTOP

WINDOWS

APPLE

KEYBOARD

WIFI

BETA

URL

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

MOUSE

MOUSEPAD

GOOGLE

PRINTER

FAX

CELLPHONE

ICON

EMOJI

EMAIL

MICROSOFT

EXCEL

DISK

PHOTOSHOP

Congratulations to Tiana & Alan Taft
Winners of our February Word Search Contest!

http://yukon.tusd.org
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=Torrance
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Katie’s Review

Growing Up
Title: A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
Author: Betty Smith
Francie Nolan goes 

through a lot: the struggles 
of being poor, having a drunk 
father, and growing up. This 
book goes through Francie’s 
life, from the moment she 

was born to when she is an adult who 
wants to go to college but also needs to get 
a job for money. It’s hard to support her mom and family 
once her father dies, and she feels more obligated to get 
a job. She struggles with growing up but stays with her 
belief that education is important. It’s hard for her to feel 
loved and she wonders if she will ever be loved by anyone. 
Eventually she realizes that her experiences have made her 
into the person she is now, and she should do what she feels 
is best for her. 

I give this book 4 out of 5 stars for truly going through a 
girl’s journey in life.

Katie is a ninth grader. Her passion is writing and she likes finding new 
ways to structure poetry. She is working on creating a story line with a 
series of poems. In her spare time, she enjoys soccer, song writing and 
reading books.

Katie C.

PERFORMING ARTS WORKSHOPS

  www.PerformingArtsWorkshops.com

(310) 827-8827

THEATER    GUITAR    FILMMAKING    MORE. . .

Ask About PAW Discounts

Camps In: Redondo Beach    El Segundo    West LA
 RPV   Manhattan Beach   Brentwood   &  the ValleyAlso in...

...coming soon to a stage near you!

Winner of  in LA!   BEST CAMP

Hip Hop HamiltonHip Hop Hamilton
Finding The 

Wizard of Oz
Finding The

Wizard of Oz

Greatest Show On EarthGreatest Show On Earth
CinderellaCinderella

AladdinAladdin

Location: Palos Verdes High School • 600 Cloydon Rd., Palos Verdes Estates
Time: 9:00am – 4:00pm or 9:00am – 12:00pm • Monday – Friday
Fees: $270 Full Day • $150 Half Day

Camp features include:

Call for More Info! Tom Maier (310) 213-5433
Sign Up Online: www.PeninsulaSportsCamps.com

23rd Annual Half Day 
Peninsula Soccer Camp
June 24-28, July 22-26 

15th Annual Half Day 
Peninsula Baseball Camp

July 29 - August 2

Ages: Boys and Girls 5 – 12
Fees: $140

Location: Hess Park, Rancho Palos Verdes
Time: 9:00am – 12:00pm. Monday – Friday

Ages: Boy & Girls 5 – 14

Summer 2019
Fundamentals • Guest Speakers • Camp T-Shirt • Player Profi le
Swimming • Awards & Contests • Games (everyone plays)
Outstanding Coaching Staffs • Certificate of Participation
Transportation Available • ($45 weekly) • and much more

47th Annual Peninsula Basketball Camp
July 15–19, July 22–26, July 29–August 2 
42nd Annual Peninsula Baseball Camp

July 22 – July 26 
42nd Annual Peninsula Soccer Camp

July 15–19, July 29–August 2

http://performingartsworkshops.com
http://framsoccer.com
http://peninsulasportscamps.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Jenna’s Review

A Long Long Time Ago...
Title: Little House in the Big Woods
Author: Laura Ingalls Wilder
Have you ever wanted 

to know how people in the 
past lived? In this book, the 
main character is Laura 
and it is about her family 
living in the big woods. 

Laura is adventurous, pleasant and bright. 
Her sister, Mary is polite and always 
tries to do what ladies were supposed 
to do back then. Her dad is funny and always takes care 
of his family. Her mom is kind and likes being neat. My 
favorite part of the story was when Laura’s cousin Charley 
was fooling around and then he accidentally stepped on a 
yellow jackets’ nest and he got stung almost everywhere. 
It teaches a lesson that once you fool around and a bad 
thing happens, people you fooled will not trust you. Each 
chapter has a different story and it made me continue to 
read. I recommend this book to whom that likes detailed 
description.

Jenna is a third grader. She likes art and soccer. She likes imaginary 
stories and someday she wants to be a book illustrator.

Jenna C.

JUDGEMENT FREE ZONE®

JUST 

$10  
A MONTH

20040 Hawthorne Blvd | Torrance, CA 90503 | (310) 371-7773

https://galileo-camps.com/details/pricing/promotions/school-rewards/
http://planetfitness.com
mailto:micah%40galileo-learning.com?subject=
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Yoona’s Review

Fun at the County Fair!
Title: Blue Ribbon Day
Author: Catherine Hapka
Have you ever been to a 

county fair? Jill, Meg and Annie 
were pony scouts. They all went to the 
county fair. In the fair, the girls found a lot 
of animals, heard lots of different kinds of 
music, went to the barn and saw some ponies 

and horses. The girls got food and rode a Ferris wheel. They 
fed animals too. They even joined a pie contest. Jill and 
Annie were too full soon but Mag went to the finals! Jill’s 
mother was entering two ponies in a driving class at the 
fair and won the blue ribbon! I like this book because I can 
see how the county fair looks like. Someday I want to go to 
a county fair and eat cotton candy.

Yoona is a 1st grader. She likes doing cartwheels and soccer. She also 
likes asking questions to her parents. Having a playdate with her friends 
is her favorite too.

Yoona C.

Manhar’s Book Review

A True Story
The Hen Who Sailed 

Around the World by Guirec 
Soudée is an amazing true 
story where a boy describes his voyage 
around the world with his brave and adorable 
red hen named Monique. They took three and 
half years to complete the journey. This book 
talks about the special bond between animals 

and the humans. The book is full of interesting photographs 
and maps that helped me to visualize their exciting trip. My 
favorite photograph is the one taken by a drone when they 
were in the middle of icebergs! 

After reading this book, I also want to have a pet and go 
on a long sailing trip! This book is a must read for all ages.

Manhar M. is in Kindergarten. Manhar likes science, math, coding, 
traveling, hiking, reading about world news and spending time in 
building robots from Legos.

Manhar M.

An PTAs
By Nannette Nolan, President

The Torrance Council of PTAs (TCPTA) is organized 
under the authority of the California State PTA to provide 
information and instruction to our units, leadership 
development and coordination of the efforts of our units. In 
Torrance, we oversee the PTA units at all 30 schools in the 
school district.

TCPTA recently honored 26 students as council-level 
winners in the Reflections Contest, a National PTA arts-
recognition and -achievement program. Four students were 
given honorable mentions and recognition from the Thirty-
Third District PTA. Four students went on to receive first 
place at the next level of judging by Thirty-Third District 
PTA, and their entries have been forwarded to California 
State PTA for judging.

In February, the 39th annual College and Career Fair, 
hosted by TCPTA, the high school PTSAs and TUSD, was 
held at West High. A record-breaking 2,000 students and 
parents attended and were able to visit with nearly 80 
representatives from universities, community colleges, 
trade schools and the military. We also offered informative 
workshops to help students and parents understand what is 
involved in preparing for college.

Elementary schools are busy hosting bike rodeos at their 
schools. Our students will participate in a variety of bike-
skill events and a written safety test. The winners from 
each school will participate in the TCPTA districtwide bike 
rodeo on May 4. The Torrance Fire Department will be 
there to help run the obstacle courses and award the top 
riders.

All schools continue to grow their membership and are 
paying special attention to attracting male members and all 
teachers.

PTA is proud to be a powerful advocate for education 
and child welfare issues. Membership in PTA is open to 
anyone who wants to be involved and make a difference for 
the education, health and welfare of children and youth.

Torrance Council of PTAs
www.torrancecouncilofptas.org

  

 
 

 • Summer Child Care • Preschool • Family Camps   
• Resident Camps • Day Camps • Specialty Camps 
 

TORRANCE-SOUTH BAY YMCA | 2900 W Sepulveda Boulevard 
Torrance, CA  90505  (P) 310 325 5885  (W) ymcaLA.org/tsb 
 

Peaceland Music & Repair

Guitar, Piano, Voice,
Bass, Drums 

Also: Ukulele, Banjo, Mandolin

James MusserJames Musser
Nominated Best LA Band ‘96 

Best Guitar ‘97 LA Music Awards

All Ages, Levels & Styles
Days, Evening & Weekends

www.peacelandmusic.com 
peaceland@peacelandmusic.com

23706 Crenshaw #105 A&B, 
Torrance, CA • (across from Hof’s Hut) 

Visit us on:  
MySpace.com/PeacelandMusic • YouTube.com/PeacelandMusic

(310) 650-4021

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.torrancecouncilofptas.org
http://ymcala.org/tsb
http://myspace.com/peacelandmusic
http://youtube.com/peacelandmusic
http://peacelandmusic.com
mailto:peaceland%40peacelandmusic.com?subject=


When your children need medical care, the pediatricians of Providence Medical Associates are there for them 
for those right now moments. With an office right in your neighborhood, we offer personal and complete 
care from annual well checks to childhood illnesses to behavioral concerns and more. Our doctors make it a 
point to know your children. They are compassionate about what they do, and listen to your concerns so they 
can provide the quality care you expect for your newborn, child or adolescent. 

Call one of your local offices to schedule an appointment.

california.providence.org/pediatrics

Hawthorne Pediatrics
11633 Hawthorne Blvd Ste 410
Hawthorne, CA 90250
Office: (310) 531-2114
Appointments: (323) 290-5440

Madrona Pediatrics
21311 Madrona Ave., Suite 100-B
Torrance, CA 90503

PMA Pediatrics San Pedro
1294 W. 6th St., Suite 104
San Pedro, CA 90731
(310) 548-9118

Redondo Beach Pediatrics
520 N Prospect Ave, Suite 211
Redondo Beach, CA
(310) 406-2349

Slauson Pediatrics
4314 W. Slauson Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90043
Office: (323) 298-2531
Appointments: (323) 290-5440
 
Westchester Pediatrics
8540 S. Sepulveda Blvd Ste 818B
Los Angeles, CA 90045
Office: (310) 348-3706
Appointments: (323) 290-5440

Your local Providence Medical Associates Pediatricians  
bring COMPASSION to the care of your child

http://california.providence.org/pediatrics
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