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Middle School Chess Tournament Beginning Division Winners

Alex Nguyen, Jack Rothgeb and Kevin Lino
with Fulton Librarian Karlyna Macey. A huge thank you goes to Ms. Macey,
along with Lead Librarian Kate Tran for making this event possible for our middle schools!

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com




Find out if weight-loss surgery is for you.

Nationally accredited

Why choose us: Robotic-assisted surgery options
Laparoscopic procedures
Support for long-term success

Foothill Regional
Medical Center

(714) 619-7744

FOOTHILLREGIONALMEDICALCENTER.COM | 14662 NEWPORT AVENUE, TUSTIN


http://foothillregionalmedicalcenter.com

SUPERINTENDENT
More than Fifteen Years Later, Still Committed to Excellence

Recently,
we had the
opportunity to
celebrate our
certificated
staff reaching
milestone years

Dr. Katherine of service. At

Stopp the Certificated
Superintendent ~ Celebration,
hosted by the

Fountain Valley Education

Foundation and the Fountain Valley School District, we
were honored to celebrate the following certificated staff
members who have been with us for fifteen years:
Andrea Benson, Eve Parra, Lisa Diecidue, Jill Doyle,

Lara Epling, Emily Harvest, Julie Kobzeff, James Mayfield,
Erik Miller, Kim Nguyen, Dawn O’Neal, Larissa Perkins,
Jennifer Rose, Valarie Ruig, Michelle Siefker, Mary Smith,
Hong Witkamp and Tiffini Workman. In addition, we
were pleased to honor staff reaching twenty years

of service, including Richelle Clifford, Malia Gharios,
Michelle McHale and Kellie Smith. And those teachers

COVERING THE FOUNTAIN VALLEY ScHOOL DISTRICT

honored for completing
twenty-five years
of service include
Jeanne Davis, Huong
Dao, Jane DeSota,
Bridget Gersi, Cynthia
Harrell, Jennifer
Hopkins, Tiffany Laird,
Heather Lopez, Aaron
Robertson, Steve
Sakelios and Staci
Trestik. Lastly, with an
impressive thirty years of service to FVSD, we celebrated
Jennifer Moore.

Together, these educators have dedicated 655 years to
the Fountain Valley School District, our students, families
and colleagues. And while some of the faces from the
photo shared of our fifteen-year teachers upon completion
of their Induction Program may look a little different, one
thing remains the same: their commitment to excellence.
Our teachers touch the lives of countless students in
FVSD and we are grateful for their positive impact day in
and day out.

JUNE 2022 3


http://foothillregionalmedicalcenter.com

Board of Trustees

Lisa Jim Jeanne Steve Sandra
Schultz Cunneen Galindo Schultz Crandall
President President Pro-Tem Clerk Member Member

Buttons of Belonging
By Steve Schultz, Trustee

T asked one of my high school students what action he Transitioning to middle school doesn’t have to be an
would take if he led a school district. He responded, “I'd anxiety-filled experience. The real learning loss of the
make sure everyone had a friend. I attended two different Covid era is the loss of connection, manners, and belonging.
middle schools and never felt I was wanted or belonged.” As leaders, we must live out the story of Corduroy; a teddy

In June, my brother Stuart and sister-in-law Jennifer bear who is missing a button and stuck on a shelf feeling

returned from Masuda
Middle School’s orientation
beaming with gratitude with
how impactful our event
was. He recalled when he
and his wife started middle

school (Masuda is where they

first met and where he later

proposed), they had to figure

it out on their own. He raved
how FVSD now provides
this welcome night for all
three of our middle schools
where we connect incoming
6th graders with staff and
students. The parents and
their child experience the
campus together as a family
unit and get to meet the
principal, counselors, and
teachers. Additionally, the

unwanted, craving a
friend to love and a place
to belong, until a little
girl buys him, takes

him home and sews

on a button, elevating
Corduroy from his
loneliness by leading
with love.

To welcome our
former FVSD students to
high school, I gave 200
of them a Corduroy card
with an actual wooden
button attached with
this message, “Let this
button remind you that
you matter, you belong,
and you have a friend and
home here. Love you big,
giant, much!”

week before school starts our 6th graders will get a half- Seeing my niece, Lily, and her parents excited about
day introduction to campus and an 8th grader will call starting 6th grade, I know F'VSD is closer to ensuring my
home and speak with every 6th grader so they have a friend student’s wish of everyone having a friend and a button of
before the first day of school. belonging.

“Let 2his button resnund youl Zhat youl maz‘fer, youl Ae/ohg,
and you have a friend and home here. Love you 513, 5/&/7{, rrctichl”
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http://harnerorthodontics.com

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher

Superintendent Dr. Stopp
begins this issue on page 2
with her message of continued
excellence.— 15 years ago our
front page story was Committed
to Excellence.

As always thank you for
continuing to include School
News among your reading
choices. Be sure to enter our
word search contest on page 18
(all ages may enter).

Have a fun summer and please
remember to include the library
among your activities.

Our next issue is September
21.
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Family Eye Care

* Eye Exams -
We offer Glasses & Contact Lenses

Myopia * Full Optical - Name Brands
Management & Fashion Eyewear

. 9 * Medical Eye Exams -
with OrthoK or Red,/Dry/Pink Eye

soft contact lenses or IR CIL T,
FB Removal
¢ Lasik/Cataract Consult
* Corneal Topography &
Retinal Photos
* Myopia Management

* In House Lab Available
Glasses Ready Same Day!
(SV, Rx in stock only)

Insurances we accept:

VSP, EYEMED, SPECTERA, MES, SUPERIOR, DAVIS, VBA & more

eye drops.

STEPHANY VONG, O.D AND ASSOCIATES
18569 Main St.,
Huntington Beach, CA 92648
(Located in the 5 Points Plaza)

(714) 780-2008

www.globalvisionoptometry.com
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MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach

Tips to a Safe and Fun Summer!

The summer season brings the hot sun,

trips to the pool and beaches, and fireworks
lighting up the night sky. This summer, keep
these safety tips top of mind, so your family can
enjoy the fun, while staying happy and healthy.

Sun Safety
e Apply sunscreen 30 minutes before
going outside and continue to reapply

Jennifer
Rodriguez, BS, every two hours. For infants, avoid using
CIMI, CPST, sunscreen and dress them in lightweight
injury prevention sun protective clothing that breathes and
lnjz(;}?gglfetggon covers their arms and legs. For babies six
Program, to twelve months, apply sunscreen with SPF' 30
MemorialCare or higher with broad spectrum protection.
Miller Children’s & ¢ Dress kids in wide-brimmed hats.
Women'’s Hospital
Long Beach Water Safety

e Never leave your child in the water without adult
supervision, no matter how shallow the water.

e Enroll your child in formal swimming lessons to
reduce the risk of drowning.

e Wear properly fitted U.S. Coast Guard-approved
personal flotation devices, like life jackets.

Pedestrian Safety

e Look left-right-left and behind for traffic before
crossing the road.

e (Cross in marked crosswalks, at intersections
or where drivers expect pedestrians.

e Walk focused and alert.

Bug Safety

e Avoid areas where insects nest or congregate,
such as stagnant pools of water.

e The CDC recommendation for children older than
2-months-of-age is to use insect repellents containing
10% to 30% DEET, but do not use DEET on children
younger than 2-months-old.

e When outside in the evenings, cover up with
long-sleeved shirts, pants and socks.

Firework Safety

e Soak all fireworks before throwing them away.

e Keep sparklers away from your child’s face, hair
and clothing.

Have a safe and healthy summer!

2801 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806

800-MEMORIAL (636-

COVERING THE FOUNTAIN VALLEY ScHOOL DISTRICT

6742) * millerchildrens.org/injuryprevention

From routine to rare,
Jordan’s access to care
IS covered.

With quality care close by, Jordan has access to

a full-service children’s hospital just minutes away.
Whether she is due for a routine check-up or requires
a pediatric specialist, we can meet Jordan’s needs as
she grows. With specialty care close to home, from
the South Bay to Orange County, Jordan and her
family never have to travel far to get the best for her.

Access to elite care. When you need it.

O

MemorialCare.
Miller Children’s & Women’s
Hospital Long Beach

BT
ILDREN'S

HOSPITA

2020-21

800-MEMORIAL (636-6742) | millerchildrens.org/Elite

Jone 2022 T


http://millerchildrens.org/elite

Parent To Parent
Activities Away from Technology

Q. My 10-year-old son only wants to stay
indoors, play video games and eat chips
and the like. He doesn’t like sports. I'm
trying to get him outdoors and moving but
he complains about the heat. Any ideas on
how to get him away from becoming a couch
potato and away from the TV?

A. There are plenty of programs that your
son might like such as swimming, drawing,
painting, camping, making pottery, volunteering at a pet
shelter, cooking, graphic design for kids, etc. The whole
idea is to get him into a scheduled activity three to five days
a week. Some of the facilities where the activities take place
have Iunch served to the kids. It’s usually a pretty healthy
one at that. They should give you a weekly copy of them. If
not, ask for one. Some programs allow kids to bring their
lunch. This means that he will be eating less of the bad
things and more of the good. He might even decide that
eating fruit is a good break from chips. If your son can find
something he likes and can participate in it with a friend,
he’ll be more willing to stick with it, especially if there’s no
pressure to be a super star. This will also give him less time
to play video games or to watch TV.

Jodie Lynn

Jodie Lynn is an award winning, internationally syndicated
family/health and education columnist and best selling author.
www.ParentToParent.com

Summer

For kids ages 5-15
Monday-Friday

June 13-September 2
11th St. in Huntington Beach

SIGN UP AT

wavehuggers.com/reservations
OR CALL US AT 310-910-9099
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Positive Parenting

Are You Disconnected?

This is one of the most difficult times there
has ever been to be a parent. The extreme
use of media and extended challenges of the
pandemic have changed our children; thus,
the way they need to be parented. And some
needs of children never change.

All children need to feel connected. Can
you see the difference between, “You're
a good friend!” And “I really needed someone to talk to
last night, thanks for being there.” Instead of talking at
children, talk to them; look into their eyes, be with them
and listen. Since children often require constant attention,
it is totally appropriate to say, “I want to hear what you have
to say, and (cooking) needs my full attention right now. I'm
turning the timer for 15 minutes. When you hear it ring,
come and [ will listen!”

Read to your children every night. Eat dinner together
as a family. Play games together. Go on outings together.
Don’t talk on your cell phone in the car, talk to them. This
precious time of being the architect of a child’s life is very
short. There are no re-runs in the parenting game; connect
with your children so they feel valued and appreciated.

Sandy Spurgeon
McDaniel

Sandy Spurgeon McDaniel is an author, taught school, raised two children,
worked as a consultant to schools and has worked with children and
families for 52 years. Sandy now lives in Meridian, Idaho. ParentingSOS.com.

HOME - AUTO - BUSINESS - LIFE - HEALTH
DISABILITY/LONG TERM CARE

YOUR LOCAL EXPERT IN:
> LIVING TRUSTS
> IDENTITY THEFT PLANS
> LEGAL PLANS
> FAMILY INCOME PROTECTION
» TAX FREE RETIREMENT INCOME PLANS

LONDIE PRATT, ADVISOR
877-695-6634
LONDIE4HBW@GMAIL.COM
P.O. BOX 5544,

HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92615

For more informatio the back pageé
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ROCh COUI‘I‘egeS Elementary (K-5)

18313 Santa Carlotta, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 * 714/378-4280 » www.courreges.fvsd.us

5th Grade Qutdoor Science Camp members. Some of the week’s highlights included a “scary”
Courreges 5th graders attended outdoor night hike, an all-day challenging hike to Strawberry

science camp during the week of May 24-27. Ridge, “great food,” and an entertaining Thursday night of

Three Oaks Outdoor Science School is lcated skits. The teachers and Mr. Christensen (principal) even

in Crestline, CA near Lake Arrowhead. performed their own rendition of We Don’t Talk About
Courreges students enjoyed the week Bruno, which was enjoyed by all.

complete with adventurous hikes, outdoor Courreges was thrilled that they were able to provide

Chris Christensen  Science education/activities, and a week of thig memorable expgrience for their 5th graders during this
Principal camaraderie with fellow students and staff unique and challenging year.
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J alnes H COX Elementary (K-5)

17615 Los Jardines E., Fountain Valley, CA 92708  714/378-4240 » www.cox.fvsd.us

Congratulations to Our All-Star Employees adult professional development. Carrie has been teaching

When you love what you do, everything in the district for over 20 years, and her expertise in
else falls into place. Cox Elementary salutes teaching reading has been an asset to our staff. She
our certificated and classified all-star provides coaching and support to staff to ensure students
employees whose passion for kids and love get what they need. Susana Asis is a noon duty supervisor
of their job, make our school community and is our Classified Employee of the Year. She may only
exceptional. Carrie Desormiers is our work a portion of the school day each day, but she has a
CaraRobinson  Teacher of the Year. She teaches 4th-grade huge impact on the culture of our school community. Her
Principal and also works as our site lead teacher love and care for our kids can be seen each lunchtime while
overseeing school-wide intervention and she works her magic on the playground!
Carrie Desormiers, Susana Asis, noon supervisor,
4th-grade teacher and site lead is the 2022 Cox Teacher of the Year. is the 2022 Cox Classified Employee of the Year.
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Harry C. Fulton widaie schooi c6-5)

8778 El Lago St,, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 « 714/375-2816 = www.fulton.fvsd.us

Student Leaders Make a
Difference!

Fulton Middle School
recently held ASB elections
and announced our official
student leaders for the 2022—
23 school year. Students had

Julie Gonzales  the option of running for an
Assistant Principal  elected office or applying to
participate in our yearlong
leadership class as an
elective. Being involved in either capacity gives students a
phenomenal opportunity to develop and demonstrate their
strengths as leaders.

Erin Bains
Principal

This dedicated group of students positively impacts
the culture of our campus through their acts of service.
They take on important responsibilities such as facilitating
morning announcements, overseeing our equipment
checkout during recess, putting on Rockin’ Lunches,
running Spirit Wars, and organizing noon-league sports.
Additionally, they are instrumental in planning and
executing school events like Spirit Days, fund-raisers,
dances, pep rallies and sports tournaments. Through these
experiences, students learn how to plan events, manage
scheduling, work as a team, lead a group, and be positive
role models.

We cannot wait to see the positive impact this upcoming
group of leaders will have on our Falcon family!

Samuel Middlebrooks (Secretary), Leroy Tran (Vice President), Logan Uong (President), Tanner Davis (Sports Commissioner),
Logan Ly (Activities Commissioner), Kacie Lam (Publicity Commissioner), Ashley Torres (Activities Commissioner),
Kayden Tran (Sports Commissioner), Not pictured: Ezra Chen (Treasurer)

COVERING THE FOUNTAIN VALLEY ScHOOL DISTRICT
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RObel”t GiSlel" Elementary (K-5)

18720 Las Flores, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 « 714/378-4211 « www.gisler.fvsd.us

School’s Out for Summer!

The 2021-2022 school year is coming to a
close and it’s been a wonderful year at Gisler!
The Gators have had a year of learning,
laughter, building friendships and spreading
kindness! Gisler’s students have done a
GREAT job of adjusting to a full year of being

Teri Malpass back on campus and they are thrilled. A
Principal few students shared some of their favorite

12 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

memories of the school year and this is what they had to
say, “I felt students were much closer with their teachers
this school year.”- Chloe Evans, 5th Grader, “Meeting new
friends and seeing my old friends was the best part of this
year. ! [ also loved learning multiplication.”- Drew Woods,
2nd Grader and “It’s great being back on campus and seeing
everyone since [ was virtual last year.”- Emily Herczeg-

2nd Grader. Thank you to the amazing Gisler Staff and
community for a wonderful year!
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Kazuo Masuda widae School(6-8)

17415 Las Jardines W., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 ¢ 714/378-4250 » www.masuda.fvsd.us

Masuda Organizes

FVSD Chess Tournament,

May 7, 2022 @ FV Library
Masuda librarian and

Chess Club Advisor, Kate

Tran, organized the first

FVSD Middle School Chess

Jennifer Morgan  Matt Ploski Tournament in collaboration
Principal Assistant Principal ~ with the Fountain Valley
Library, FVSD Fulton
Librarian, Karlyna Macey,
and FVHS student, Leo Vu. Thirty-four students from
Masuda, Fulton, and Talbert MS competed in four rounds

COVERING THE FOUNTAIN VALLEY ScHOOL DISTRICT

of Chess, divided into Beginner, Intermediate, and
Advanced players. Masuda swept the Advanced standings,
with Ethan Huynh, James Nguyen, Owen Carrillo,

and Logan Kwong taking first through fourth place,
respectively. Masuda students have been playing together
since a virtual chess club was initiated last year during
the Covid school closures by Ms. Tran and currently
meet every Friday afternoon in the school library, honing
their chess skills and making friends along the way. The
tournament also inspired community members, Andrew
and Hong Vu-Phan (Masuda’s office manager), to start a
non-profit Chess Club in Fountain Valley. A win for all the
students of FVSD!

Learn about
World History ¢ US History

Videos * Art * Music
Study Habits
History is about learning and FREE
understanding the past. The past . Enjoy;
does not change, but interpretations I1Story Buffy
do. One cannot erase history and Teachers
tudents

expect to remember the past.

HistoryDepot.com
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W].Hlam T NQWland Elementary (K-5)

8787 Dolphin St, Huntington Beach, CA 92646 « 714/378-4200 * www.newland.fvsd.us

Construction Coming to an End
What a crazy year it has been for the
staff and students at Newland Elementary.
In addition to all the shifts and pivots we
have had to negotiate due to Covid and
the typical school year ups and downs,
Newland has also been going through
Christopher construction the entire year. Over the
Mullin course of this year, Newland’s classrooms
Principal and office have been fitted with new

14 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

windows, flooring, ceilings and paint. One of the most
exciting additions that came with construction is air
conditioning. Something everyone will love on those
hot June and September days. Every classroom was
also fitted with new large screen interactive View Sonic
Boards. With construction finally coming to an end

we are already planning to hit the ground running
with curriculum and other activities in the fall. We are
looking forward to an amazing 2022 — 2023 school year
in our beautiful new classes.
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ISOjiI’O Oka Elementary (K-5)

9800 Yorktown Ave., Huntington Beach, CA 92646 « 714/378-4260 « www.oka.fvsd.us

Classified Employee of the Year

Oka is proud to present Melissa Kimmons

as our Classified Employee of the Year.
Melissa has served as Oka’s school office
manager for the past eight years, and she is
the glue that holds us together. Melissa is a
team player, reflective, humble, dedicated,
Julie Ballesteros 2nd always motivated to grow. She always
Principal remains calm, consistent, and has our
students’ and staff’s best interests at heart.
Beyond handling all of the functions of the main
office, Melissa also takes the time to truly get to know
and understand the community she serves every day. She

takes time to listen, observe, and support the students and
staff. She unites, inspires, and encourages all of us with
caring words of support, cheerful laughter, and thoughtful
check-ins.

Melissa consistently shows a willingness to help, and
always goes the extra mile for everyone. She is never too
busy to stop whatever it is she is working on to make you
feel important, and to get what you need quickly and with
warmth and support. She goes out of her way to make a
difference, never looking for recognition, but absolutely
deserving of it.

Melissa is the heart of Oka, and we are incredibly
blessed to work with her each day.

Have a fun summer!
We’ll see you when you when
it’s time to go back to school...

COVERING THE FOUNTAIN VALLEY ScHOOL DISTRICT
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UI‘baiI’I H P 1avan Elementary (K-5)

9675 Warner Ave., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 « 714/378-4230 » www.plavan.fvsd.us

Field Trips For most of our students, it was their first time

We are thrilled to end the school year with attending a school field trip as well as their first time
grade level field trips returning this school riding on a full size school bus! Thank you teachers and
year! Our promoting 5th grade students Plavan PTO for planning and sponsoring these enriching
attended two full day trips to Inside the experiences for our students as we continue to strive

Outdoor Science Camp at Irvine Ranch. towards normalcy!
Other grade levels selected engaging
Dr. Patrick Ham educational field trips that are connected
Principal to their content standards: Bolsa Chica
Wetlands, Natural History Museum,
Environmental Nature Center, Mission Capistrano, and
Jurassic Pet are some of the exciting field trips and
assemblies we have planned to finish the school year.
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Samuel E. Talbert iivae schoo c6-9)

9101 Brabham Dr,, Huntington Beach, CA 92646  714/378-4220 « www.talbert.fvsd.us

Talbert PAL's are

On the Move!
The Talbert PAL (Peer
Assistance Leadership) Group
is one of Masuda’s most active
electives. Advisor Robin
Franks encourages PAL's and
Jay Adams  Molly Kuykendall their peers to make healthy
Principal Assistant Principal  1ife decisions and provide
opportunities to create a
supportive and safe school
environment. Students learn

decision-making skills, refusal skills to counter negative
influences, communication skills, conflict management
skills, how to be positive role-models, how to embrace
social responsibility, and how to plan and implement
service-learning projects. During this past month, the
PAL’s have sponsored “Mental Health May” activities to
ensure that their peers are aware of the importance of being
aware of and taking care of their own mental health and
well-being! We're so grateful for the difference these PAL’s
make on our campus and in our community on a daily basis!
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Hisamatsu Tamura Elementary (K-5)

17340 Santa Suzanne St,, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 « 714/375-6226 « www.tamura.fvsd.us

A Well-Deserved Thank You

One of the most important components
of a good school is the strong partnership
between parents and staff members who
work together in the best interests of our
children. The contributions of Tamura’s
dedicated parent volunteers and PTA are
greatly valued and much appreciated.

Parent volunteers are an integral
part of the educational process. They
are seen every day on campus serving
a variety of needs, such as working in classrooms,
volunteering for field trips, donating money to support
school programs, helping at home to prepare teacher
materials, or donating time at school events. The list
goes on and on.

Kathy Davis
Principal

Our PTA board and volunteers are hardworking,
positive, and extremely capable members who always give
so willingly of their time, talents, and energy whenever and
wherever they are needed. Whether it’s organizing projects,
coordinating the Jog-a-thon, or working the Book Fair, our
PTA is always there to help.

The PTA also works hard at fundraising to help supplement
the school’s extra activities. These contributions can greatly
enrich our classroom lessons They include technology to make
learning interactive and fun, art or music programs that teach
our children about famous artists, music from around the
world, classroom and library books that enrich the academic
curriculum, and many other wonderful activities and programs.

I am humbled every day by our parents’ dedication and
support. I truly appreciate all that they do to make Tamura
a great place to be.

Road Trip—Word Search Contest

Rules!

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left
and that word you email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
(Please put Fountain Valley in the subject line)

Entries must be received by July 15, 2022
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

Maps Sunglasses
Blanket Water
GPS Sunscreen

Pillow Clothing
Motel Cell Phone
Humor Radio
Hotel Money
Camera Flashlight
Car Games  Credit Card
Boots Spare Tire
Snacks

www.BarkateNehiSmiles.com
Thank you for sponsoring our contests.

18 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM


http://schoolnewsrollcall.com

BARKATE | NEHI
ORTHODONTICS

When You Imagine Their Future...

Imagine a Beautiful Smile!

We always treat your children like they are our own!
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