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Personalized Learning: Acceleration and Enrichment

Our first Social Enterprise Fair as part of Personalized Learning in the district.

FR
EE

By Dr. Robert Pletka
Superintendent

Fullerton School District is continuously 
working to personalize learning for all of our 
students. We instill a love of learning while 
providing them with the opportunity to accelerate 
when they are ready or more assistance, if needed. 
Whether it is traditional content classes, such 
as math, science, and language arts, or specialty 
areas, such as the arts, students are given access to 
a new world of networks and rigorous content. This 
process enriches the lives of students.

Fullerton School District provides opportunities 
in Gift And Talented Education courses and an 
accelerated pathway in Honors classes at the junior 
high school level. For students who love math and 
demonstrate they are ready for the next course, 
there are higher-level classes, such as algebra 
and geometry. For the student whose passion is 
the arts, we offer the opportunity to pursue areas 
such as visual arts, band, and chorus in advanced 
level classes. For the student who exceeds the 
standards in science, we offer advanced classes, 
such as forensics, robotics, or coding. Through 
personalized pacing, rigorous instruction, caring 
teachers, and student choice and voice, our 
children are being prepared for top universities, 
entrepreneurship, and creative enterprises.
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Trustee Areas Up for Election in November 2016
At their meeting on 
March 2nd, the  
County Committee 
on School District 
Organization determined 
that Areas 2 and 5  
would be up for election 
in the November 2016 
Board of Trustees 
election.

At their February meeting, the 
County Committee had approved the District’s 
proposed change to its method of electing trustees 
to a by-trustee area process, as well as the new 
trustee area boundaries.

Since Area 2 would already be up for election 
this November (as Trustee Sugarman’s term of 
office has completed), Area 2 was automatically 

chosen. In accordance with Education Code, since 
Areas 1 and 5 are without representation, lots were 
drawn to determine which area would be on the 
ballot in November. Area 5 was chosen at random.

The County Committee on School District 
Organization is a committee created in each 
county by the California State Legislature and is 
elected by the representatives from local boards of 
education.

The County Committee studies and makes 
recommendations in the areas of 

(a) the organization and reorganization of school  
 districts; 

(b) changes in school district boundaries; and
(c) the number of trustees and the manner by   

 which they are elected.
For more information please see  

http://www.ocde.us/CCSDO/Pages/default.aspx

See Business services • Page 2
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Education has had many changes 
and advancements over the 
years especially with technology. 
Superintendent Dr. Pletka’s article 
on the front page informs of the 
District’s focus on personalized 
learning for all of the students. This 
is definitely an exciting time to be 
a student. In this issue, you will 
read about students learning to be 
programmers, social media, coding, 
engineering, and so much more...

Our next issue is October 12. In 
the meantime, have a wonderful 
summer and we’ll talk to you in the 
next school year.

Education + Communication = A Better Nation

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Parks Junior High to Receive New HVAC System
At their meeting on January 12, the Board of Trustees of 

the Fullerton School District approved the District’s Prop 39 
Project Plan, which includes a new heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HVAC) system for Parks Junior High.

“This is a project that the District has wanted to do for a very 
long time,” said Assistant Superintendent for Business Services 
Susan Hume. Noting the uniqueness of the building design and 
construction, she commented that the 40+ year-old system had 

not worked adequately for many years. “We’re pleased that we’re able to access 
State Prop 39 funding to be able to provide a comfortable teaching and learning 
environment for our staff and students.”

As part of the total project, the entire HVAC system will be replaced, which 
involves removing and disposing of old ductwork, as well as penetrating ceilings 
and walls that contain currently encapsulated asbestos. Asbestos abatement 
will be performed by a professional, qualified contractor. Students and staff will 
be housed in temporary portable housing during the process.

“School will go on as usual and as scheduled,” noted Principal Sherry Dustin. 
“The small inconvenience of being in temporary quarters for a while will be 
offset by having a brand new system for our school.”

Total cost of all Prop 39 projects is $9.7 million. State funding totals $2.7 
million, with the District making up the balance through Developer Fees, 
Deferred Maintenance, and the General Fund.

Prop 39 Projects include site exterior lighting at all schools; refrigeration at 
the Central Kitchen; gym lighting at Ladera Vista Jr. High; MPR and gym central 
controls at all except Parks; and replacing the HVAC system at Parks Jr. High.

Susan 
Cross Hume, 

CPA, CIA, CGMA
Assistant 

Superintendent

continued From Page 1

714-584-8072

www.melissafishergoldman.com

305 N. Harbor Blvd., Suite #202
Fullerton, CA 92832

Melissa Fisher Goldman, LCSW

Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

 A Licensed Clinical Social Worker  
since 2004 and private psychotherapist since 2008.  
Her emphasis as a social worker has been in  
Hospice Care with an expertise in end-of-life care  
and bereavement/grief/loss counseling. She has 
worked with people from all walks of life with many 
different reasons for seeking therapy. No matter the 
reason it always comes down to coping with what  
she refers to as life’s transitions.

Helping Parents Navigate All Stages Of Parenting

Helping you experience life’s transitions  
with ease and comfort

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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http://melissafishergoldman.com
http://www.fullertonfamilyorthodontics.com
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Acacia Elementary
1200 N. Acacia Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831 • 714/447-7700 • www.fullertonsd.org

Educational Experiences
Our goal at Acacia Elementary School is to create a well-

rounded educational experience for our students. One of the 
many ways we are able to accomplish our goal is by providing our 
students with engaging, rigorous, and memorable participation in 
events that strengthen their learning.

Here are just of a few of the highlights of what our students 
are learning. In kindergarten, students had the unique 
opportunity to partake in a wedding celebration between 
the letters Q and U, which will have a lasting effect on their 

understanding of phonics and spelling. First- through third-grade students 
did a fabulous job of highlighting our successful integration of technology and 
writing at the Fullerton School District Innovation Experience.

Fourth-grade students refined their presentation and communication skills 
with Poetry Fest. Fifth-grade students have been busy working on project-based 
learning Genius Hour creations as well as coding using Java Script and Python.

Our sixth-grade students have taken great pride in integrating green-screen 
technology with social studies units and building solar-powered cars as a part 
of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) in our classrooms. 
Pictures cannot capture the exchange of thoughtful critique and inquiry that 
surrounds the conversation happening as a part of the sixth-grade book clubs.

Also, our student leadership beamed with pride at their successful friendship 
grams event. Our community of students is also working in collaboration with 
Mercy House to participate in a school-wide, sack-lunch donation for homeless 
families.

We take great pride in knowing that these events will leave lasting and 
positive impressions on our students. It is also just as rewarding to know that 
we have the support of our parent community. We know our parents recognize 
the value of the great academic, social, and emotional experiences we are 
creating, and we thank them for supporting our efforts 110 percent!

Liz Leon
Principal

Beechwood
780 Beechwood Ave., Fullerton, CA 92835 • 714/447-2850 • www.fullertonsd.org

A Coding Challenge
At Beechwood School, our students demonstrate critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills through coding in the 
content areas. This year they participated in the “Hour of 
Code” event during their Computer Science Education Week in 
December. The students spent one hour of class time engaged in 
a coding challenge, and our children loved it!

Our next step was to leverage the enthusiasm, engagement, 
and challenging nature of coding to help reinforce learning 
in core content areas like English language arts, math, social 

studies, and science. 
For example, the fourth-

grade students were 
learning about angles and 
measurement. They applied 
this learning through a 
challenge to code Dash robots 
to move from Point A to 
Point B. The students worked 
together in cooperative groups 
to measure angles, estimate 
speed, communicate with their 
peers, and negotiate their next 
moves. 

Our students learn best 
when learning is fun and 
applicable. Take a glimpse into 
our fourth-grade classroom, 
here at https://goo.gl/i4gWs5.

Julie Graham
Principal

AZUSA   |   HIGH DESERT   |   INLAND EMPIRE   |   MURRIETA   |   ORANGE COUNTY   |   SAN DIEGO   |   ONLINE

Earn your master’s degree and credential in Orange County. 
Azusa Pacific’s School of Education stands as a trusted leader in the field, known for producing many of 
Southern California’s finest teachers, school counselors and psychologists, and administrators. In answer  
to the state’s growing shortage of qualified educators, APU equips graduates to make a lasting difference  
as creative, collaborative professionals and dedicated advocates for the students they serve.

Choose from more than 20 ways to earn your degree and credential at APU’s Orange County Regional  
Center, and join a mentoring community of educators who will help you make an even greater impact.

17826

Karina Quezada ’08, M.A.Ed. ’09 and ’11 
School Psychologist, Victor Elementary School District

Now enrolling! Contact us today.

Orange County Regional Center 
1915 Orangewood Ave., Ste. 100, Orange, CA 92868

apu.edu/orange  |  (714) 935-0260  |  orangecounty@apu.edu

Master’s Degrees
Digital Teaching and Learning 
Educational and Clinical 
  Counseling 
Educational Counseling 
Educational Leadership 
Educational Psychology 
Physical Education 
Special Education  
Teaching

Authorization
Adapted Physical Education

Certificate
LPCC Respecialization in  
      Clinical Counseling

Credentials
Mild/Moderate Disabilities  
  Specialist 
Moderate/Severe Disabilities   
  Specialist  
Multiple Subject Teaching 
Single Subject Teaching 
Preliminary Administrative   
  Services 
Clear Administrative Services

Azusa Pacific University

School of Education

Programs offered: 

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://apu.edu/orange
mailto:orangecounty%40apu.edu?subject=
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Commonwealth Elementary
2200 E. Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831 • 714/447-7705 • www.fullertonsd.org

Technical Education
Empowering children to become future programmers through 

our after-school Robotics Club has become an exciting adventure 
here at Commonwealth for 35 lucky student members.

We are extremely grateful to the Fullerton Education 
Foundation for providing a $30,000 grant that has enabled us to 
initiate such an engaging student opportunity. In partnership 
with CodeTech Leg Godt, our teachers, Troy High volunteer 
students, and the FEF, our school’s students are now developing 
strong computer programming skills.

Our students will soon be participating in the first annual FSD Robot 
Nation Competition. 
What may seem like 
something new and fun 
to our students is also 
helping them to learn 
and implement the kind 
of critical skills that 
can prepare them for 
the jobs of tomorrow 
in computer science, 
technology, engineering, 
and mathematics.

This new grant 
money will also 
fund an electronics 
curriculum in the 
fourth grade, as well 
as STEM professional 
development for staff.

Anita Lomeli
Principal

Fern Drive Elementary
1400 W. Fern Dr., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7710 • www.fullertonsd.org

Developing Media Sense
Becoming a Common Sense Media School is a journey that 

our Fern Drive Elementary School Falcons and their families 
have been on this spring. What does this entail? All students, 
Transitional Kindergarten through sixth grade, have been 
engaged in the careful study of curriculum that helps to produce 
digital citizens who make safe and responsible decisions while at 
home and at school. It also involves sharing valuable information 
with parents and guardians, so they know how digital media and 

devices are utilized at 
school and how that can 
extend to surfing the Web 
and using social media 
responsibly at home.

Parents can access the 
Common Sense Media 
Web site to learn about all 
things related to media—
from age appropriate 
television and movie 
selections to appropriate 
video game choices for 
various age ranges of 
children. Parents at Fern 
Drive have been provided 
with curriculum to help 
facilitate discussions 
at home that center on 
digital citizenship.

Go, Falcons!

Julie Brandon
Principal

Robert C. Fisler
1350 Starbuck St., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-2890 • www.fullertonsd.org

Family Science Night
This year, Science Week at Robert C. Fisler School started 

with an assembly from a wildlife-education organization, for 
all grade levels. The organization shared live animals from all 
around the world.

Then came Family Science Night! Each classroom was a 
destination to do a hands-on science activity and learn a scientific 
concept. Fisler teachers and NJHS volunteers facilitated every 
science experiment. Families were encouraged to attend with 

their children. Traveling 
from room to room, 
students may have 
encountered floating 
dry ice bubbles, walking 
on eggs, making mini-
smoke-ring launchers, 
playing a song with 
rulers, or using static 
electricity to spin a 
match.

Special thanks go 
to Mrs. Rounds, all the 
teachers who graciously 
donated their evening 
to run the event, and 
to the event sponsor, 
Fisler Foundation for 
the Advancement of 
Science and Technology 
(F2AST).

Julienne Lee
Principal

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://anaheimsurf.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Golden Hill Elementary
732 Barris Dr., Fullerton, CA 92832 • 714/447-7715 • www.fullertonsd.org

Spirit of Freedom
At Golden Hill, we value creativity and community. So when 

we were looking to add a new permanent art installation, artist 
Katherine England designed a way to engage alumni, current 
students and the community to help us create something long 
lasting and beautiful. In partnership with the All the Arts 
Foundation, and Katherine England and her team, we hosted 
six art classes over two Saturdays. Color, texture and originality 
went into each of the 180 fused glass butterflies created for this 
unique art mural.

These butterflies 
were then combined 
with mirrors, glass 
leaves and an iridescent 
trunk to create a 
“Be Free Tree.” The 
installation began in 
early March. Once 
complete, Golden Hill 
will host a ribbon-
cutting ceremony 
introducing our new art 
to the world.

For to be free is not 
merely to cast off one’s 
chains, but to live in a 
way that respects and 
enhances the freedom  
of others.  
 —Nelson Mandela

Jaime Ann Hopton
Principal

First Presbyterian Church of Fullerton strives to be faithful to God by 
gathering together in fellowship, growing in our faith, and going out 

and serving our community and the world in the name in Jesus Christ. 
 

Sunday Mornings at FPC 
9:00 am CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
 Nursery Care and Sunday School 
 The Journey (Adult Bible study) 
 
10:30 am THE BRIDGE (Youth & Young Adults) 
 The Journey (Adult Bible study) 
 

10:45 am  TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
 Nursery Care 
 

“Bringing people together to grow followers of  
Jesus Christ who do God’s work in the world.” 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

838 N. Euclid Street · Fullerton, CA 92832 
(714) 526-7701 · www.fpcfullerton.org 

Hermosa Drive Elementary
400 E. Hermosa Dr., Fullerton, CA 92835 • 714/447-7720 • www.fullertonsd.org

Coding in the Classroom
Hermosa Drive is highly committed to making sure its 

students are equipped with the knowledge, skills, and tools they 
need to thrive in a digital economy. From Bee-Bots to Ozobots 
to Dash & Dots to EV3 Lego Robots, Hermosa students are given 
several highly engaging opportunities to interact with “coding in 
the classroom.”

Coding allows students to think critically, be creative, 
and work collaboratively. Last month our primary students 

coded their “bots” to 
travel through cardboard 
creations in our school-
wide Cardboard Challenge. 
Hermosa Drive has also 
begun an after-school 
Robotics Club for the upper-
grade students. This Club 
teaches students how to 
build and program EV3 Lego 
robots to perform tasks.

On Saturday, May 21, our 
students will be competing 
in the first FSD Robot Nation 
Competition at Ladera 
Vista Jr. High School. These 
engaging and challenging 
opportunities will equip 
Hermosa students with the 
skills to be successful in the 
21st century!

Danielle Ramirez
Principal

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://fpcfullerton.org
http://fpcfullerton.org/kidsconnection
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Ladera Vista Junior High School
1700 E. Wilshire Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831 • 714/447-7765 • www.fullertonsd.org

Arts-Integrated Education
Ladera Vista Junior High School of the Arts is proud to be 

recognized as one of eight Exemplary Junior High School of the 
Arts programs in the country. Utilizing a unique balance between 
challenging academic and arts curricula, Ladera Vista Students 
experience arts-integrated learning, through which students 
connect to a rigorous academic content through the arts.

Numerous studies over the past decade have demonstrated 
the benefits of arts-infused education. Students at Ladera Vista 
benefit from creative outlets and find great success in mastering 

core subjects. A 2011 study, “Reinvesting in Arts Education,” found that 
integrating the arts with other subjects raises academic-achievement levels. 
An arts-based education doesn’t just raise test scores—it also supports the 
learning process itself!

Students at 
Ladera Vista 
Junior High 
School of the Arts 
enthusiastically 
embrace their 
learning through 
arts-based 
activities such 
as songwriting 
in science, 
filmmaking in 
language arts 
and stop-motion 
animation in 
mathematics.

Randa Schmalfeld
Principal

Laguna Road Elementary
300 Laguna Rd., Fullerton, CA 92835 • 714/447-7725 • www.fullertonsd.org

A Busy Time
Things have been busy at Laguna Road! Throughout the last 

couple of months we have kept our Roadrunners active and 
engaged.  February was Healthy Heart Month and our Physical 
Education Department led all students through Healthy Heart 
Rotations. Students had an opportunity to meet with doctors, 
athletes, trainers, nutrition specialists, and other experts in the 
field of health science to promote healthful living. As we look 
forward to the Spring, Laguna Road students are continuing to 
excel in their academic progress, and develop in performing arts.

Ryan Weiss-Wright
Principal

Maple Elementary
244 E. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, CA 92832 • 714/447-7590 • www.fullertonsd.org

Making a Difference
The Maple Alumni 

Committee (MAC) has a 
long history of hosting our 
dances, Career Days, and the 
Cinco de Mayo activity. This 
organization seeks to give back 
to the community, especially 
the students at Maple School. 
For the last 20 years it has 

helped to fund piano keyboards, a new 
marquee, awards, trophies, library refresh, 
iPads, and software, to name a few.

MAC President Kitty Jaramillo recently 
stated: “It is our hope to promote and work 
for the community. We are planting a mustard 
seed. We were all born and raised here, and 
it has been our privilege to give back to the 
neighborhood we love.”

Their last dance was held in October, 
and the final check from MAC (for $13,400) 
was presented to Maple School on March 9. 
These proceeds will pay for a portion of the 
mosaic mural that is now currently under 
construction, along with devices for our K–2 
Primary iPad Initiative.

Thank you, Maple Alumni, for your years 
of inspiration and service to  
our school.

Susan Mercado
Principal

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.artseveryday.org/WhatWeDo/News/detail.aspx?id=5062
http://www.artseveryday.org/WhatWeDo/News/detail.aspx?id=5062
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Nicolas Junior High School
1100 W. Olive Ave., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7775 • www.fullertonsd.org

Performing Arts
Plato wrote, “Music is a moral law. It gives a soul to the 

universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life 
to everything.” Nicolas’ Choir holds true to Plato’s quote by 
providing flight to the imaginations of many in our community. 
Led by Mrs. Inouye, choir students have participated in the 
Fullerton Rotary Jog-a-thon, The Plummer Auditorium’s Evening 
of Performing Arts, Faces of Fullerton, and a very special 
engagement at Disneyland. Performing Arts at Nicolas is a place 
for teamwork, responsibility, artistry, etiquette and family. 
Nicolas students take pride in their ability to use their voices as a 
way to bring positivity to our community. Sing on Knights!

Rudy Torres
Principal

Orangethorpe Elementary
1400 S. Brookhurst Rd., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7730 • www.fullertonsd.org

Engineering Ingenuity
During Engineering Week, our Orcas fully participated in 

a range of activities that demonstrated their creative abilities. 
During Saturday school, students constructed catapults and sent 
mini-marshmallows flying over 40 feet! Mrs. Nelson’s class built 
towers out of marshmallows and spaghetti. Kindergartners built 
different types of structures, including bridges, using various 
materials.

Students thought critically, experimented, and revised to see 
what made the airplanes go the farthest. Excited about their 
upcoming First Flight field trip, Miss Ramirez’s class designed 

and constructed mini-
hockey rinks and actually 
played games using mini-
pucks and sticks. Second-
graders built towers of 
cards and collaborated 
in pairs to create sound 
structures that seemed to 
only get taller and taller.

It was a great week of 
learning through creativity 
and collaboration! This 
week’s activities inspired 
some of our Orcas to seek 
out greater engineering 
learning opportunities, 
which may even lead to a 
career in engineering.

Dr. Erlinda 
Soltero-Ruiz

Principal

     Whittier’s  Own

Smokey Joe’s
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Serving North Orange County

Joseph Maholick
(562) 945-4646
joe@smokeyjoeschimneysweep.com

CLEANING • INSPECTION
• Real Estate
• Insurance
• Dryer Vent Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning
• Earthquake Inspections & Repair

GARDEN GROVE STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL   
MAY 27, 28, 29 & 30, 2016  at Euclid & Main 

FREE ADMISSION  
EXCITING CARNIVAL RIDES 
RIDE ALL DAY FOR LOW PRICE 
SATURDAY PARADE 
TV & FILM CELEBRITIES 
100+ FOOD & VENDOR BOOTHS 
CONTESTS, MUSIC & DANCE 

Visit Strawberryfes�val.org 

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
mailto:joe%40smokeyjoeschimneysweep.com?subject=
http://stpaulfullerton.org
http://strawberryfestival.org
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Pacific Drive Elementary
1501 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7735 • www.fullertonsd.org

Fintastic Readers
Pacific Drive Elementary 

School was a bustling hub 
of activity on March 1as the 
Dolphins proudly showcased 
our Fintastic Reader program 
during the Gold Ribbon 
visitation. Our visitors 
from the Orange County 
Department of Education 

spent the morning discussing the impact 
of the program with staff, chatting with 
students, and listening to parents rave 
about the reading growth their formerly 
struggling readers continue to make.

It was a day to remember, as all students 
and staff donned their Fintastic T-shirts 
and showed off their Dolphin pride. 
Through the focused efforts of our teachers 
and our Response to Intervention coach, 
Ms. Nguyen, our number of at-risk readers 
has steadily declined. Our Lindamood-Bell 
(LMB) clinic and site-based clinic have 
impacted teacher interventions as well. 
Each teacher has successfully implemented 
LMB strategies for small-group intervention 
on a daily basis.

The Dolphins are developing a lifelong 
love of reading!

Yolanda Castillo
Principal

Parks Junior High School
1710 Rosecrans Ave., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7785 • www.fullertonsd.org

Art Show
Bridges Art Show 2016 was held at Fullerton High School 

Gallery on Friday, March 4th. Parks Junior High School Art 
Students in collaboration with Fullerton Union High School, and 
Ladera Vista Junior High School displayed selected pieces of art 
work at the Fullerton High School Gallery. The show included 2D 
and 3D work, in a variety of digital and fine arts media. Students 
were judged on creativity, originality, and color. Congratulations 
to Alan Chang, Erin Sharp, Angelina Tran, Judith Park, Alyssa 
Ogas, and Hansol Yoo, who received awards for their artistic talents.

Sherry Dustin
Principal

Raymond Elementary
517 N. Raymond Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831 • 714/447-7740 • www.fullertonsd.org

After-School Enrichment Clubs
Raymond Elementary School is proud to share that our after-

school enrichment clubs are a success for students and their 
parents. These clubs include Art, Theater, Guitar, Accelerated 
Math Academy, and Robotics. Our upper-grade teachers host 
weekly robotics enrichment coding clubs. These clubs provide 
students with the opportunity to develop skills in engineering 
and computer programming. Students are learning to program 
amazing and versatile LEGO Mindstorm EV3 robotic kits and are 
beginning to understand mechanical engineering and software 
development with electronic concepts.

The core values of 
this club are learning 
the engineering 
design process with 
the integration of 
mathematical skills 
and the application 
of science concepts, 
such as speed and 
power, motion and 
stability, and forces 
and interactions. The 
goal of the program 
is to foster critical-
thinking skills in 
a fun, engaging, 
and collaborative 
environment that our 
students love.

Yolanda McComb
Principal

Richman Elementary
700 S. Richman Ave., Fullerton, CA 92832 • 714/447-7745 • www.fullertonsd.org

Welcome to the Future
“It looks like the future in there!” exclaimed fifth-grader 

Fernando, as he walked past our recently opened STEAM and 
Dream Center for Creativity and Innovation. Other comparisons 
have been made to the Jet Propulsion Lab in Pasadena and the 
Discovery Science Center. Many students have even said that 
they feel like they’re in a movie now!

Outfitted with two 3-D printers, three SMART TVs, robotics 
kits, engineering kits, and circuit boards, the STEAM and Dream 

Center is our school’s hub 
for 21st-century learning, 
where students collaborate, 
communicate, think critically, 
imagine, create, and innovate.

There is also a makerspace 
area, a green-screen room, a 
green-screen outdoor patio, 
modular furniture, beanbags, 
and a large assembly/
presentation area. Students 
walk in, put on their lab coats, 
and become instantly inspired 
by the beautiful graphics 
and a special sign that helps 
students see themselves 
as scientists, computer 
programmers, engineers, 
and artists. The STEAM and 
Dream Center is a dream 
come true!

Estella Grimm
Principal

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Rolling Hills Elementary
1460 E. Rolling Hills Dr., Fullerton, CA 92835 • 714/447-7795 • www.fullertonsd.org

Put to Good Use!
Rolling Hills is “STEAM-

ing” into the future with the 
recent $40,000 award from 
the Fullerton Education 
Foundation. The Full Steam 
Ahead initiative will provide the 
technology infrastructure to 
support teaching and learning 
in a 21st century classroom 

environment. Nine classrooms will be equipped 
with multimedia and STEAM resources, 
providing a classroom-technology platform. 
Teachers will receive professional development 
supporting their full use of technology tools to 
engage learning. Based on the current success 
and districtwide implementation of these 
technologies, this program addresses individual 
learning styles that provide opportunities 
to re-envision the role of technology in the 
classroom.

We have also received a $5,000 award from 
a home-improvement corporation to refurbish 
our school garden. The funds will be used to 
improve and reimage the labyrinth area at 
the rear of the school, plant drought-tolerant 
plants, and replace the drip system to ensure 
that this garden is around for years to come!

Juleen Faur
Principal

Sunset Lane Elementary
2030 Sunset Ln., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7750 • www.fullertonsd.org

Multi-Tiered Support System
Sunset Lane Seahawks eagerly anticipated the arrival of 

our Gold Ribbon Visitation Team in March. The entire staff 
has worked diligently as reflective teachers to understand and 
implement the vision of a multi-tiered system of supports (MTSS) 
for student achievement. This multi-year journey has given us a 
powerful lens to examine best practices in the classroom and to 
respond expediently and thoughtfully to unique student needs as 
they arise.

Sunset Lane’s students and teachers look forward to the 
opportunity to share with the visitation team what makes Sunset Lane an 
exceptional place to learn. The PBIS/Sunshine Committee works tirelessly 
to teach and model mindful positive behavioral expectations and strategies, 

while the educational 
specialist and response-
to-intervention teacher-
support classroom teachers 
in implementing the latest 
intervention strategies in 
small groups within their 
classroom. Additionally, 
a mental-health intern 
supports students with 
social-skills groups and one-
on-one counseling.

Seahawks soar when 
they feel supported—
that remains our guiding 
principal as we continue on 
the path of best practices.

Paula Pitluk
Principal

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.cerritosyamahamusicschool.com
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Valencia Park Elementary
3441 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7755 • www.fullertonsd.org

Dr. Ruben Puentedura Visits
In March, Dr. Ruben Puentedura, 

an esteemed researcher, visited 
Valencia Park School. He was 
accompanied by Paul Pittman, the 
area development manager of a mobile 
communications company, as part of 
an ongoing research project called 
“What’s Next.”

The goal of this project is to 
increase student engagement in the second and 
fifth grades through a stronger focus on student-
centered learning. During the visit, Puentedura 
and Pittman visited classrooms, looked at current 
data, and provided feedback to teachers.

Puentedura is the author of the Substitution, 
Augmentation, Modification, and Redefinition 
(SAMR) model, which outlines the progression 
of technology integration in schools, from the 
technology simply substituting for paper and 
pencil work to fully redefining learning. The next 
step included providing training and professional 
development to teachers.

Educational Services Director Trang Lai, 
Principal Helene Morris, and Cotsen Mentor Kyle 
Myers created a plan for this training in March.

Helene Morris
Principal

Woodcrest Elementary
455 W. Baker Ave., Fullerton, CA 92832 • 714/447-7760 • www.fullertonsd.org

A New Look for the Library
Our library has undergone improvements over the last year. 

We have scrubbed, painted, and purchased new furniture to 
create a great place for students to learn. Upon entering our 
library, you are greeted by a life size statue of an Apollo 11 
astronaut standing below a space-themed mural, which runs the 
length of the room. The mural draws you in as the colors shift 
from cool to warm. The high ceilings are accented by our school 
colors, blue and yellow.

We have included spaces designed to facilitate our 
school vision of challenging learners to use technology as a tool to create, 
communicate, and think critically in collaboration with our school, our 
community, and the world. The library is now home to our after-school coding 
and robotics club, which meets weekly.

We encourage you to stop by and see what our students are creating!

Dr. Hilda Flores
Principal

®
Education+Communication=A Better Nation

If you are reading this, others are too.
To place your ad in our next issue

Leslie Rawlings
714-856-9884

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Going Green! Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put Fullerton in the subject line)

Rules!

Entries must be received by June 15, 2016
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

Carpool
Compost
Conservation
Difference
Eco Friendly
Efficient
Emissions
Energy
Environment

Future
Garden
Healthier
Impact
Low Waste
Planet
Process
Protect
Recycle

Reduce
Renewable
Resources
Respect
Responsibility
Reuse
Solar

Congratulations to February Winner
Kimberly Woo

Note-ables

Owl Singalong
Adult Beluga Grads whose 

younger lives were enriched by 
Raffi’s music will be very happy, 
particularly if they’re parents, 
teachers or involved in any way with 
children. The beloved artist and children’s advocate emerged 
from a 12-year hiatus in 2014 with his collection Love Bug, and 
he’s following up with another planet- and child-centered theme 
in Owl Singalong.

The album was inspired by Raffi’s little grandniece, Lucie, and her owl 
stuffed toy and also by the chorus of live hooting critters in his backyard. 
Those birds open the title song, a jaunty little melody inviting us to sing along. 
Choruses of human children and one or two adults join in on standards such as 
“The More We Sing Together” and other beloved songs that he’s monkeyed—or 
verb-formed other animal species—with: “The Lion Pokey” and “The Dog on 
the Bus” are rendered with Raffi’s brand of gentle silliness that has always 
endeared him to children. 

Raffi presents his versatile voice in so many different ways, whether 
it’s imitating a gruff lion, crooning like Rudy Vallee on “See the Moon,” or 
entertaining with Pete Seeger’s celebrated retelling of the South African 
folktale “Abiyoyo.”

And as always, Raffi will leave gentle lessons for little Belugas and Grads of 
any age: “Green Dream” is his wish for the future for all his young listeners. 
And from “I’m Not Small”: “I carry the world on my back. When it turns, I’ll 
turn, too.”

So simple, so wise, and so very Raffi.

Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

Kate Karp

Lucy’s Book Review

Fabulous!
Listen, Slowly
Author: Thanhha Lai
Summer has begun 

and Mai is looking 
forward to a beach-filled 
one. That is, before her 
parents ship her off 
to Vietnam with her 
grandmother, who hopes 

to find her husband that has been 
missing since the Vietnam War. While 
in her home country, Mai discovers 
that Vietnam isn’t just what she’s 
learned from documentaries, but a 
place full of people and excitement. 
When she befriends Ut, it’s a bonus to 
her trip. Mai and Ut develop a friendship that keeps the book interesting, as 
they conspire to help Mai’s grandmother find her husband. I chose this book so 
that I could learn more about where my mom and grandparents came from, and 
I really enjoyed it.

I give this book four bookworms out of five because of it’s humor, love, and 
thoughtfulness.

Lucy Davis is a 4th grade student. Besides reading, she enjoys riding her bike, theatre, and 
playing guitar. Lucy will rate the books 1 to 5 bookworms with 5 being the best.

Lucy Davis

mailto:Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
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