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Stand By UsSUPERINTENDENT
Valley Middle 

School and Carlsbad 
High School Broadcast 
Journalism teacher 
Doug Green has been 
named one of five San 
Diego County Teachers 
of the Year for 2016.

This marks the 
second consecutive year in which a 
Carlsbad Unified teacher was named 
San Diego County Teacher of the 
Year, out of the 26,000 teachers 
in San Diego County. Last year 
Maria Teran Cruz from Jefferson 
Elementary School was selected. 
This designation honors both these 
exceptional teachers and all of the 
teachers who serve CUSD students.

Behind every great organization 
are great employees. The teachers 
who work in Carlsbad Unified 
demonstrate an uncompromising 
commitment to student growth.  
They impart the knowledge and 
skills that prepare graduates for the 
top jobs in the region, the state, and 
the nation.  Without their experience 
and love of craft, we would not be 
able to achieve what we do.

Mr. Green teaches Broadcasting 
as an elective class at Valley, molding 
students of all abilities and skills into 
important players on a Broadcasting 
team.  Students learn different 
roles both in front of and behind the 
camera, “pitch” story ideas to their 
classmates, and produce shows that 
are televised for the school and the 
greater community.

Mr. Green also teaches Broadcast 
Journalism at Carlsbad High 
School, where CHSTV students 
produce a daily news program. His 
filmmakers have created three highly 
acclaimed documentaries: “We Must 
Remember,” “One in Seven-The 
New Face of Hunger,” and “Invisible 
Threat.”

Dr. Suzette Lovely

Carlsbad High School Sound Express, under leadership of Jessie Bullock, 
performed Stand By Us at the annual State of the District event.
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By Beverly de Nicola,  
Communications Consultant, CUSD

It was a festive atmosphere at 
the Sheraton Carlsbad Resort and 
Spa, where student performers 
entertained, student ambassadors 
welcomed guests, and award-
winning Vans shoes, designed by 
CHS art students, were displayed in 
the room.

Business partners, parents, 
elected officials, community leaders 
and students came together for 
CUSD’s annual State of the District 
event on October 22. Superintendent 
Suzette Lovely stated “that 
vibrant communities need vibrant 
schools.” With the CUSD Board of 
Trustees, she invited partners--
employees, foundation, parents, 
business community, the City, and 
post-secondary—to “Stand By 
Us,” working together towards the 
District’s mission to provide every 
student an extraordinary education 
in an inspiring environment.

Here are some of the highlights 
of how partners are engaging with 
CUSD to prepare students for their 
futures:

Carlsbad Educational Foundation
The Carlsbad Educational Foundation (CEF) has demonstrated how one 

great partnership with the right people can have a major impact on a school 
district’s success. Since 1983 CEF has invested over $6 million in programs that 
support science, music and innovation for the district’s 11,000 students.

The Foundation’s CEO Michelle Ginn stated that “our core mission is to 
build partnerships with a purpose. Our donors are invited to do more than 
write a check--they are encouraged to engage directly in work with students. 
Not only did ViaSat provide a satellite dish to CHSTV that allows for live video 
streaming, their engineers trained students on how to use the equipment. 
Legoland sponsors the Lego League robotics program and opens the doors of 
their park each year for Celebrate Carlsbad Day.”

Modernizing Libraries From Classroom to Careers
As you have probably noticed by now, the 

City of Carlsbad has launched a major project 
to bring its two oldest libraries into the modern 
age, starting with the 48-year-old Cole Library 
on Carlsbad Village Drive. Carlsbad’s libraries 
are well-loved, and their use continues to 
increase. So, why make changes now?

Although libraries are busier than ever, the 
way they are used is changing. Demand for 
digital materials and wireless access is growing, 
and libraries are becoming more focused on 
providing space for community gathering 

and collaboration, not just quiet spaces to read. Also, many 
people now bring their own devices to the library and want a 
comfortable place to sit and recharge (literally and figuratively).

MiraCosta College — please see page 3.

Kristina Ray
Communications 

Manager
City of Carlsbad

See City of CarlSBad • Page 9
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Happy Thanksgiving! 
We are thankful for educators 

and our readers and appreciate you 
continuing to include School News 
among your reading choices. We 
are always mindful of our men and 
women in the armed services.

Our office 
tortoise, 
Cheeseball, 
is celebrating 
Thanksgiving and 
you’ll need this 
page number for 
the contest on 
page 4.

Neta Madison

Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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Azusa Pacific University

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

AZUSA   |   HIGH DESERT   |   INLAND EMPIRE   |   LOS ANGELES   |   MURRIETA   |   ORANGE COUNTY   |   SAN DIEGO   |   ONLINE

16793

Earn your master’s degree and credential in San Diego or Murrieta. 
Azusa Pacific has a reputation for consistently producing innovative and comprehensively 
prepared educators. Our graduates serve as teachers, counselors, coaches, and administrators 
throughout Southern California, and are known in their schools and districts as leaders in  
the field.

Choose from more than 35 ways to earn your master’s degree and credential at APU’s  
San Diego and Murrieta regional centers, and join a top Christian university with a 116-year  

legacy of excellence in education.

San Diego Regional Center 
5353 Mission Center Rd., Ste. 300 
San Diego, CA 92108

sandiego@apu.edu  |  (619) 718-9655   
apu.edu/sandiego

Murrieta Regional Center 
40508 Murrieta Hot Springs Rd. 
Murrieta, CA 92563

murrieta@apu.edu  |  (951) 304-3400   
apu.edu/murrieta

Ronald Theis, M.A.Ed. ’12
School Psychologist, Rialto Unified School District

Master’s Degrees 
Digital Teaching and Learning 

Educational and Clinical Counseling 

Educational Counseling 

Educational Leadership 

GATE 

Physical Education 

Special Education 

Teaching 

Certificate 
LPCC Respecialization in  

     Clinical Counseling

Credentials 
Mild/Moderate Disabilities Specialist 

Moderate/Severe Disabilities   

     Specialist 

Multiple Subject Teaching 

Single Subject Teaching 

Preliminary Administrative Services 

Professional Administrative Services

Now enrolling! Contact us today.

Programs offered: 

cityofcarlsbadcityofcarlsbad
Like us

LoveLoveCarlsbad?

cityofcarlsbadcityofcarlsbad
Like usLike us

cityofcarlsbadcityofcarlsbad
Like usLike usLike usLike us

https://www.facebook.com/cityofcarlsbad/
http://www.apu.edu/sandiego/
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MiraCosta College
From the Classroom to Careers

In addition to our strong partnership with Carlsbad Unified, 
MiraCosta College is pioneering new programs to transition our 
students from the classroom to rewarding careers.

Curriculum development is now underway as we prepare to 
offer the first biomanufacturing baccalaureate degree in the nation. 
Our area is one of the top three life science clusters in the country, 
with many biotech companies operating in the MiraCosta College 
district. The program will prepare students for employment in the 
manufacturing sector of the biotechnology industry.

The baccalaureate program will provide a tremendous opportunity for the 
students at local high schools. It builds on an exemplary biotechnology program 
already present at MiraCosta and is responsive to a growing need. Junior-year course 
work will be offered in fall 2017 with our first graduating cohort expected in spring 2019. 

MiraCosta College has also forged a new partnership with Point Loma Nazarene 
University (PLNU), which will enable our nursing students to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing from PLNU without leaving our Oceanside Campus.

MiraCosta College graduates who enroll in the new program can earn their 
bachelor of science in nursing within 15 months at a cost of $16,200, which 
includes tuition, books and fees. The partnership creates cohorts of 25 new 
students who will be accepted every fall and spring. Students can apply now 
through the PLNU website at www.pointloma.edu.

This innovative program provides a wonderful opportunity for MiraCosta 
graduates to benefit seamlessly from Point Loma Nazarene University’s highly 
rated nursing program without the long commute. It also enables MiraCosta 
College and Point Loma Nazarene University to better respond to workforce 
demands and support student success.

These new developments will give high school students a greater choice 
when exploring their career options, allow them to stay in north coastal 
San Diego County for their education, and hopefully keep them here as they 
transition into well-paying and meaningful careers.

Dr. Sunny Cooke 
Superintendent/ 

President

GOGOGOcure

the world
A DEGREE FROM MIRACOSTA COLLEGE

can lead to great things.

Cardiff / Oceanside / Online

volleyball starts here!

USYVL Spring 2016

Carlsbad

Youth Volleyball

at Holiday Park

Starts Wed, Apr 13
Wed. 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Sat. 9:00 - 10:00 AM

Register online at

usyvl.org
Plan ahead and save.
Early:  $135 due by 12/1/15
Reg:   $155 until 3/1/16
Late:  $185 until 4/1/16 
Multiple child family discount and financial 
aid available to those who qualify.

Sign up now for Spring!
*8 weeks of instruction in a safe, fun and
encouraging environment.

*4 age divisions of boys and girls, ages 7-15

*Registration price includes a volleyball,
 T-shirt and participation award.

www.Facebook.com/USYVL

www.Twitter.com/USYVL

at Holiday Park

Starts Wed, Apr 13
Wed. 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Sat. 9:00 - 10:00 AM

usyvl.org
Plan ahead and save.

financial

Sign up now for Spring!
*8 weeks of instruction in a safe, fun and
encouraging environment.

*4 age divisions of boys and girls, ages 7-15

*Registration price includes a volleyball,
 T-shirt and participation award.

www.Facebook.com/USYVL

www.Twitter.com/USYVL

http://www.usyvl.org
https://www.facebook.com/usyvl/
https://twitter.com/usyvl
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Aviara Oaks Middle School (6–8)
6880 Ambrosia Ln., Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6100 • www.aoms.schoolloop.com

Science and the Arts
With the year off to a great start at Aviara Oaks Middle School 

(AOMS), we are digging into the big work of helping our students 
learn, grow, and be ready for the next steps ahead in their 
education. We continue to build on our strengths, and two areas 
of particular note are our science and music programs.

In science, teachers are gearing up for the coming implementation 
of the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) by participating 
in professional learning and planning opportunities and are 
integrating engineering components into their lessons. Over the 

summer, AOMS science teachers Ashley Crawford and Bane Visnjic kicked off a 
three-year regional effort to build teacher and student capacity around the new 
science standards and to develop curriculum that is aligned to the new standards 
at each of the grade levels. An integral part of the NGSS is the design and 
engineering component, which teaches students about the design process and 
gives them creative, hands-on opportunities to apply what they are learning in 
science to real-world problems. We have seen an expansion in this area over the 
past two years, as teachers have begun to align lessons to the new standards. The 
students’ enthusiasm for the hands-on work in science has been exciting to see.

Instrumental music programs continue to thrive at AOMS. This year, 32 
percent of our students are participating in either band or orchestra, and 
the popularity of these programs is driven by the hard work and outstanding 
leadership of our band teacher, Katie Browne, and our orchestra teacher, Marina 
Hall. The performance season was up and running early in the year, with the 
annual Salute To Our Parents (STOP) concerts for both groups at the end of 
October. The holiday concerts are coming soon, in December, and the spring 
festival season will end the year. Music classes are not the only arts programs 
producing excellence at AOMS; drama students, under the direction of Andrea 
Emert, will present “Legally Blonde” in the spring, and the art and photography 
students, under the leadership of teachers Lynne Decosmo and Cindy Standley, 
had strong showings at the San Diego County Fair again this past summer.

These programs highlight just a small slice of the great things that are 
happening at AOMS in what promises to be an outstanding school year!

Bryan Brockett
Principal

Aviara Oaks Elementary (K–5)
6900 Ambrosia Way, Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6000 • www.aoes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

AVID Moves Forward!
AOE started the year off strong! We introduced four new 

teachers to our family, added an additional first-grade classroom 
to our team, and extended our AVID journey to grades two 
through five.

We welcome Susan Axson (1), Genevieve Arnold (3), Jeff 
Foster (5) and Gillian Sterner (LRC)! These teachers come with 
a wealth of experience and have already added great spirit to our 
campus. As enrollment surpassed projections, we added a fourth 
first-grade classroom to our team.

Fifteen second- through fifth-grade teachers attended this year’s AVID 
Summer Institute as part of our year-two implementation of AVID Elementary. 
AVID (Advancement via Individual Determination) was created in 1980 at 
Clairemont High School in San Diego to support and build college-readiness 
skills for underachieving high school students. AVID is now a national best-
practices curriculum and has moved from high school to a K–12 continuum. 
AOE is one of two schools in our district that have embraced these practices. 
Second and third grades will begin and fourth and fifth grades will continue 
their Year 1 focus on organization and study skills.

Fourth-and fifth-graders 
will begin a second-year 
emphasis on inquiry in 
instructional strategies, 
learning activities and peer 
collaboration. Asking and 
answering questions at 
higher levels with deeper 
understanding links our 
AVID strategies and student-
learning activities with 
Common Core practices 
and grade-level standards. 
Second-through fifth-graders 
utilize a binder and a student 
planner as organization tools 
and utilize two- and three-
column note-taking, and 
build on their study skills.

We’re excited at the 
prospects for student 
academic success and 
growth!

Leslie Harden
Principal

Ms. Michaels, Mrs. Arganda, Mrs. Harrison and Mrs. Weatherall  
celebrating student learning at this year’s AVIS Summer institute.

Students create organizational binders  
to mange both time and work.

Contest!
Our office tortoise, Cheeseball, is somewhere in 
this issue. When you find him, email the  
page number to:

Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
Please put CUSD in the subject line.

Your entry must be received by December 15, 2015.
From the correct entries, we will draw a winner to receive a 

$20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes and Noble.
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Calavera Hills Elementary (K–6)
4104 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-6300 • www.ches.schoolloop.com

Project Lead the Way is THE Way!
The focus for Calavera Hills Elementary School changed this 

year, and the change has been incredible so far! Daily project-
based learning activities centered on Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) take place in every classroom 
every day.

Using the Project Lead the Way (PLTW) curriculum and 
teacher professional development program, students engage in 
activities that are relevant, engaging, real-world, and standards-
based. When a classroom teacher teaches a lesson, he or she 

can integrate the curriculum with all other academic areas, so the knowledge 
obtained can be generalized and applied in multiple contexts. In addition, we 
use the engineering design process as our main problem-solving methodology, 
so students learn that mistakes are how we learn and that editing and refining 
are how we make a product better.

The goal for our students is to love STEM and be college and career ready. 
As our students move up to Calavera Hills Middle School and later Sage Creek 
High School, our fellow PLTW schools, if they are focused on engineering and 
biomedical sciences, we have done our jobs to help produce Americans who can 
fill the demand for jobs in the STEM field.

Dr. Amy Bryant
Principal

Buena Vista Elementary (K–6)
1330 Buena Vista Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5400 • www.buenavista.schoolloop.com

Arts Attack Up and Running
Our students in grades TK–5 are happy to know that the PTA’s 

Arts Attack Program is in full swing again this year.
Arts Attack is a totally innovative program that brings 

an entire art curriculum to the K–5 classrooms. This award-
winning, video-based curriculum is fully validated, and 
specifically designed to meet the needs of every person who 
wants to instruct young children on art style and technique. The 
best part of it is that there is no special training requirement, and 
once the program is purchased it is completely free!

This is Buena Vista’s 
third year using the 
Arts Attack Program 
after parent Julie 
Stansell spearheaded 
its purchase. Now our 
BV parents can watch 
the instructional videos, 
learn, and then execute. 
The rest is art history.

This year our parent-
run art program is 
being organized and 
coordinated by parent 
leaders Andi Brockwell 
and Katelin Fast. In 
anticipation of the first 
students who will be 
attending art classes this 
week, these two amazing 
women recently spent 
a week cleaning and 
organizing the art room. 
They then decorated it 
with prints of works by 
famous artists.

Tina Howard
Principal

In the TK, kindergarten, and first-grade classrooms, the students used white construction paper 
and other colored paper scraps to create and craft monsters with a variety of shapes and forms. 

These are two examples of shape creatures completed by first-graders Gia and Marlie.

Curious George Goes to the Zoo—Word Search Contest

Amazing
Animals
Climbed
Curious
Danced
Fun
George

Giraffe
Headquarters
Hippo
Leaves
Park
Party
Rhino

Water
Wild
Wonderful
Zoo
Zookeeper

Entries must be received by December 15, 2015.
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be  

left and that word you email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com  
(Please put CUSD in the subject line)

Rules!

Congratulations to Kathleen Ables
Winner of the May Word Search Contest!
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Carlsbad Village & Seaside Academies
3557 Lancer Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5100 
www.cva.schoolloop.com • www.carlsbadusd.k12.ca.us/alternative.com

Sparkling New School!
There is something about the beginning of a new school year 

that brings excitement and joy to teachers and students. It is 
even more exciting when the new year is punctuated by new 
construction. Carlsbad Village Academy has undergone a massive 
facelift over the summer that is the culmination of over two years 
of planning. The project gives the school its own space that is 
now separated from the main high school campus. Six portable 
classrooms were moved and refurbished. The project has allowed 
the school to open up four new classrooms, a new main office that 

has a new gated entryway, and a new counseling office. New Smart Boards and 
wireless access points give the teachers the opportunity to infuse 21st century 
learning skills into their curriculum. The school has also been beautified 
with new landscape that is all irrigated with reclaimed water. Overall, these 
enhancements have created a learning space that gives the students and staff 
of Carlsbad Village Academy a place that they can truly call their own.

Carlsbad Seaside Academy continues to provide a wonderful opportunity 
for those students that seek an alternative to traditional school. Currently, 
the school has one full-time teacher and two half-time teachers to meet the 
needs of 35 full-time and 45 part-time students. Katy Heritage, Michelle Crosby 
and Shannon Schmitt bring a wealth of experience, expertise and creativity 
to the students at Seaside Academy. They infuse their classes with the rigor 
that the students need in order to be successful in challenging independent 
study classes. Students come to CSA to take advantage of the flexible schedule 
that allows them to pursue other endeavors like community college classes, 
employment, high-level sports and even running their own business. The 
students appreciate the individual attention and the independence that they are 
not able to find in a traditional school setting.

Students that might be interested in either of these alternative programs are 
welcome to contact the principal by phone or via e-mail at jespinoza@carlsbadusd.net.

Jorge Espinoza
Principal

Calavera Hills Middle School (6–8)
4104 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-6400 • www.calavera.schoolloop.com

Pathway to the Future
There is a promise that we make to our students as they enter 

into the hallways of our classrooms in that we will prepare them 
for their college and career objectives. What is difficult is that 
we do not know what the jobs of the future will be. However, 
we can feel strongly that skills like collaboration, creativity and 
perseverance will benefit our students in the problems that they 
will try to tackle as adults.

To help our students gain these important skills, Calavera 
Hills is building a project-based curriculum on campus and 

is using Design Thinking as the basis for having students work through the 
problems. Design Thinking places empathy as a step in the process for building 
a prototype and testing the solution. It also encourages our students to tackle 
difficult problems, as the process allows for failure in the attempt to find 
success. Some of the opportunities are through Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 
curriculum through our Automation and Robotics course and the Medical 
Detective biomed course. In the years to come, CHMS will be adding additional 
PLTW curriculum through both elective and core classes.

Additionally, CHMS has partnered with some great businesses to help give 
our students additional exciting opportunities. This past October, every one 
of our eighth-grade students traveled to Qualcomm to learn about the world 
of work and how their strengths, interests and values can help them design 
a pathway toward the jobs of their dreams. In the spring, each of our sixth-
graders will take part in the same experience. As an added bonus, each of our 
students learns to code and program with Arduino and now can come back to 
Calavera Hills and use Arduino to design and model.

Additionally, every sixth- and seventh-grader will attend field trips at the 
San Diego Institute for Conservation Research at a major wild animal park, where 
the sixth graders will study the effects of climate change on polar bears and the 
seventh-graders will study reproductive endocrinology of African elephants.

Calavera Hills Middle Schools are embarking on an educational paradigm 
shift in which we aim to train builders, problem solvers and creative thinkers 
in an attempt to help our students become aware of their own progress toward 
their learning goals and long-term dreams.

Michael Ecker
Principal

“THINK FASTER TO LEARN MORE”

760-634-6886 
enclearn@pacbell.net
543 Encinitas Blvd. Suite #100
www.encinitaslearningcenter.com

• If your child experiences reading 
and/or school failure . . .

• If you home school because your 
child needs so much help . . .

• If your child learns best one to 

One year of Intensive Intervention
It can make a difference 

in YOUR child’s life!

For Students Who Experience
Significant Learning Challenges

Come in for a Complimentary 
Screening/Consult to determine your 
student’s Learning Path

one, or needs a specific program . . .

ELC
ncinitas
earning

enter

One Student: One Teacher

•

•

•

Help
Wanted

®Education+Communication=A Better Nation

Join Our 
Sales Team!

Work From Your Home
28 Publications to Sell
Choose the area you know best!

Perfect for:
Stay-at-Home Moms/Dads
Retirees
...You!

 

• Name Your Own Hours
• 25% Commission
• Sales Experience Helpful

 

562-493-3193
www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com

mailto:jespinoza@carlsbadusd.net
http://www.encinitaslearningcenter.com
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Hope Elementary (K–6)
3010 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5900 • www.hope.schoolloop.com

Creative Spirit
Packing tape? Check. Cardboard boxes? Check. Creative 

spirit? Check. Our Hope Elementary School Hawks recently 
joined over 100,000 global participants in the Cardboard 
Challenge to celebrate creativity and the role we play in fostering 
student creativity.

Spearheaded by parent Michelle Kaskovich and teacher Caitlin 
Coulter, the Cardboard Challenge program was introduced in 
our art classes to every student through the short film “Caine’s 
Arcade.” This inspiring film helped promote the importance of 

being imaginative and having fun. The culminating activity was our Day of 
Play with students and their families building games, robots, tanks, houses, 
fish tanks, and whatever they could dream up using recycled materials and 
over 100 cardboard boxes donated from around our community. Students and 
parents enjoyed testing out the variety of games, including table hockey, skee 
ball, hoops, pinball, and Plinko. Budding builders also developed working tanks 

(in safety mode), talking robots, and  
“energy-efficient” playhouses, complete 
with solar panels and dual-paned 
windows.

As part of our Community Connection 
Campaign, the Cardboard Challenge 
helped bring families together to promote 
creativity as a core social value and 
an important skill. We appreciate the 
priority our parents place on developing 
creative thinkers and builders. We look 
forward to more creations throughout 
the year from our community as we 
continue to encourage each student’s 
creative spirit.

Richard Tubbs
Principal

Carlsbad High School (9–12)
3557 Lancer Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5100 • www.carlsbadhs.schoolloop.com

The Lancer Spirit
By Jillian Della Penna and Lucy Zheng,  
Editors – Lancer Express

From new spirit wear to fireworks over our football field, 
Carlsbad High School has kicked off the 2015–2016 school year 
with a big bang. With a boost in turnouts to all school events, 
setting a record of over 1,100 students at the Carlsbad High 
School (CHS) homecoming dance and the largest number of 
students ever to wear purple on Lancer Day, it seems that the 
Lancer spirit is contagious.

Over the summer, CHS completed some important construction projects 
across the campus. The front desk and attendance office underwent a major 
transformation, moving to the administration building’s other entrance. Most 
noticeably, the weight room was demolished, and a new amphitheater now 
sits in its place for students to enjoy at lunch. The old wrestling complex has 
become the new weight room, and construction is underway to create a new 
wrestling room for the team.

On October 14, CHS administered the PSAT to juniors, and the mock 
PSAT to all sophomores, free of charge. Along with this, the freshman class 
participated in a session to research future graduation and career plans, as they 
began to record their four-year plans in Naviance.

This year, CHS will be participating in the accreditation process with the 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). All schools must have 
accreditation through WASC. Every six years, the school prepares a report 
detailing the programs and services offered to students and prepares for a 
WASC team visit. The team will be visiting CHS after spring break, and we look 
forward to showing them all the incredible students and programs here at CHS.

Dr. Joshua Porter
Principal

Dressed up for Homecoming, students in the Loud Crowd root on the varsity football  
team as they take on Ranch Bernardo. This year’s Loud Crowd features a DJ,  

lights and fog effects, and a t-shirt gun to help pump up the crowd. 

These Hope Hawks proudly  
display their creations.

Students loved showing their creative side.

Mrs. Kaskovich and Ms. Coulter  
rolled out the Cardboard Challenge.

A duckie prepares to pilot a  
starship with a robot sidekick.

Happy Thanksgiving
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Kelly Elementary (K–5)
4885 Kelly Dr., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5800 • www.kelly.schoolloop.com

Harmony Begins with Our Youngest!
We tell young children 

that if they want to grow 
up and lead happy and 
successful lives, they 
need a good education. 
But on graduation day, 
most speakers don’t focus 
on student knowledge of 
ancient history, or skills in 

software programming. They talk about 
the ability to form relationships, work as 
part of a team, or persevere in times of 
hardship.

When the doors open to a new 
school year, we are always incredibly 
excited to welcome all of our children, 
especially the youngest Cougar Cubs: 
our transitional kindergartner! They arrive with bright eyes and shining smiles, 
hoping that it will be a magical experience for them. And as they grow, we hope 
to provide them with an experience that will help them become the best they 
can be, which is gracious, intelligent, wise, kind, resilient, and so much more.

The transitional kindergarten 
program is all about building 
necessary relationship-characteristics 
that can provide school success; along 
with learning how to get along, self-
control, exploration, joy, study habits, 
kindness, and a sense of harmony with 
each other. This year the program 
includes the Sanford Harmony Project, 
which supports relationship-building 
and how to develop into life-long 
learners. Through the experience 
of learning about how to get along, 
our children also learn to develop 
collaborative 21st-century learning 
skills.

One of today’s lessons introduced the new sound “B.” Using bubbles, the 
students sat and held themselves still while the bubbles landed on them. They 
worked in buddie groups to build and explore “snake bubbles.” And they also 
simply experienced the simple joy of learning in groups; with new friends, 
hands-on experiences, the science of making bubbles, and the overarching 
opportunity to work with others collaboratively.

The transitional kindergarten program is a wonder to behold. With 
experiences like these, our youngest are most certainly developing into life-
long learners. They have a joy for learning, a facility for easy laughter, and the 
simple happiness of being in school!

It is with our youngest that harmony begins. All of us, young and old, can 
learn to bring more of it into our world as well.

Tressie Armstrong
Principal

Jefferson Elementary (K–5)
3743 Jefferson St., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5500 • www.jefferson.schoolloop.com

Igniting Creativity
In education, we never know where we will create a spark or 

leave a lasting impression on a student. Perhaps many years later 
a former student will return and let a teacher know that they 
have entered a profession, or had done something they otherwise 
would not have, thanks to that teacher. Over the years I have 
learned that the more we can offer, the more opportunities we 
have to create those sparks.

For the past five years Amber Gustafson has been doing just 
that: inspiring the next group of musicians. As Jefferson’s music 

teacher, she has done more than just teach scales and introduce instruments. 
She has also created a music program that is robust and diverse, one that 
provides many opportunities for our children to try something new.

Students attend weekly music class. For thwwose looking for more, there are 
multiple ensembles to join. With an upper- and lower- grade choir, as well as a 
percussion ensemble, the students have much to choose from. These ensembles 
give them the opportunity to showcase their performances many times during 
the year.

Ms. Gustafson puts on several school concerts a year. In addition, her 
various ensembles have also been invited to perform outside of school at local 
attractions.

Jefferson also boasts a band, as well as guitar and ukulele clubs. With so 
much to offer, a vast amount of our students have the opportunity to engage 
their creative juices. We may never know what sparks have been ignited, but 
thanks to Ms. Amber Gustafson, we certainly have the opportunities here at 
Jefferson!

Chad Lund
Principal
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Magnolia Elementary (K–6)
1905 Magnolia Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5600 • www.mes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

Everyone Is a Reader!
By Karen Horning

Research shows that reading proficiency by third grade may 
be the most important predictor of high school graduation and 
career success. At Magnolia Elementary School, we are making 
sure our first-, second-, and third-graders are proficient, fluent, 
and confident readers with the Everyone A Reader (EAR) 
program, sponsored by the San Diego County Office of Education.

EAR matches trained tutors with first-, second-, and third-
grade students who have been chosen by their teacher to receive 

extra one-on-one reading practice. Trained volunteers use research-informed 
instructional methods to help students reach proficiency at their grade levels in 
reading. Students gain confidence, fluency, and comprehension, all while having 
fun with their reading friends.

EAR has a long history at Magnolia. With the support of our PTA, volunteers 
have been working with students on campus in the program for more than 
15 years! Our wonderful group of 16 volunteers for this school year includes 
Magnolia parents, grandparents, and other neighborhood community members 
who are committed to reading with students for one hour per week.

Any school campus that would like to start their an EAR program can 
contact the San Diego County Office of Education for more information.

Jimmy Hines
Principal

Pacific Rim Elementary (K–5)
1100 Camino De Las Ondas, Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6200 • www.pacificrim.schoolloop.com

Welcome!
I’d like to welcome Mrs. Gina Dufault, our newest staff 

member, to Pacific Rim Elementary School. Mrs. Dufault 
transferred from Calavera Hills Elementary School this year. 
She is teaching a first- and second-grade combination class. 
Mrs. Dufault has been in the field of education for more than 11 
years. She did her student teaching at Pacific Rim under third-
grade teacher Peggy McGowan. She has a bachelor’s degree 
in behavioral science, a clear California teaching credential, 
and a master’s degree in education with an emphasis in cross-

cultural teaching. She has taught preschool, third grade, fourth grade, and 
kindergarten. During the summer of 2014, Mrs. Dufault, along with the Calavera 
Hills staff, worked on developing second-grade curriculum to implement the 
Common Core State Standards.

Mrs. Dufault said, “I am delighted to be working with the amazing first- and 
second-grade teaching teams at Pac Rim! My children were Pac Rim students, 
and I feel that the reason for their current academic success is largely credited 
to the strong educational foundation built at Pac Rim. Being a teacher is a 
dream come true for me, because I love children, and I love learning. It is truly 
a privilege to teach children!”

Gina has the support of the entire staff due to her amazing work ethic and 
energy. Mrs. Dufault is highly organized, and her kind heart is displayed daily 
for her Waverider students.

Robert Devich
Principal

Magnolia’s #1 EAR volunteer, Mr. Guy Horton!

Welcome to Pacific Rim Mrs.Gina Dufault.

Kristina Ray
Communications 

Manager

In addition to modernization, our libraries also needed basic 
maintenance. Cole Library is getting new carpet and paint, a new 
elevator and a fire sprinkler system. A one-stop central service 
desk is also being added to better assist library patrons, and a 
real-time material check-in system will improve efficiency.

At 16 years old, the Dove Library has fewer maintenance 
needs than Cole. Improvements include additional seating, an 
auditorium remodel and upgrade, a new café, more self-service 
stations and a new Friends of the Library Bookstore, which raises 

money to support the library. A new tech lab will serve as a versatile learning 
center, and six study rooms can be reserved for meetings and other teamwork 
activities.

Both libraries will feature a “living room” feel where users can sit and work 
in a more comfortable setting, and they’ll have areas where teens can meet to 
study or work on creative projects using technology.

The public has played an important role in the design plans for both 
libraries. Through surveys and meetings, including focus groups with local 
teens, we got input that helped us ensure the investments the city makes in 
these projects will meet the community’s needs for years to come.

Don’t worry, these projects will be done in stages so only one library will be 
under construction at a time. During temporary closures, library programs and 
services are offered at our other locations, and hours have been temporarily 
expanded at the Library Learning Center, located across from Holiday Park.

City of Carlsbad, 1200 Carlsbad Village Dr., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/434-2830  
www.carlsbad.gov

City of CarlSBad  from Page 1
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Sage Creek High School
3900 Cannon Rd., Carlsbad, CA 92010 • 760/331-6600 • www.sagecreekhs.carlsbadusd.net

Bringing Students In
Sage Creek High School is off to a roaring 2015–16 academic 

year! The campus has over 1,000 students, the team welcomed 
25 new teachers, and campus life is bustling with new courses, 
clubs, successful sports teams and many extracurricular 
opportunities for students to grow as individuals and as a 
community.

Also expanding is the ambition to get students excited about 
engaging in the STEM academic disciplines of study. This 

philosophy is shared 
by all disciplinary 
areas, whether 
it is integrating 
cell design into 
an art class, using 
digital literacy 
and technology 
as a platform in 
English courses, or 
engaging students 
with hands-on 
project learning in 
the engineering or 
biomedical elective 
pathways, which 
enroll nearly 50 
percent of the 
student body. The 
Sage Creek team 
is committed to 
getting students 
motivated to explore 
STEM-oriented 
career options.

“My goal is to change my students’ views on mathematics from something 
they have to take to something they want to take,” said Mr. Manente, Algebra 
2 and trigonometry teacher. “By grabbing their interest with engaging 
projects, I make the material more exciting and hopefully inspire a passion for 
mathematics and learning.”

Gone are the days of the teacher being the “sage on the stage.” Students 
at Sage Creek High School are asked to learn about real-world application, 
challenged to create solutions using multiple content concepts, and use the 
design process as a means to solve challenges.

Cesar Morales
Principal

Poinsettia Elementary (K–5)
2445 Mica Rd., Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6500 • www.pes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

Panther Awards
This has been a great start to a new school year! Poinsettia 

Elementary School had its first all-school awards assembly to 
celebrate excellence. Students from Transitional Kindergarten 
through fifth grade met outside to see their fellow Panthers 
receive awards.

Each month, five students from each class receive awards 
for reading, behavior, academics, and persistence, and some 
are recognized with the Wild Panther Award. Students in 
third through fifth grades also have the opportunity to 

earn Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) awards. At our 
first assembly, we honored 110 students. Trustee Pearson was present to 
congratulate each winner.

One of the highlights of the awards assembly was the skit performed by 
our fifth-grade classes highlighting responsibility. Each student had a letter 
on and made a statement about how he or she is responsible, such as R for 
reading every day, E for exercise, and S for sleep for eight hours each night. 
Responsibility is one of Carlsbad Unified School District’s monthly character 
traits. Next month, our fourth-graders will have a turn to get creative with 
cooperation, and we will invite veterans to honor their service and celebrate 
our students’ accomplishments.

Marjorie Giordani
Principal

Engineering students build compound machines  
that yield a mechanical advantage greater than one.

Mrs. Lee’s class.

Ms Gross’s class.

Trigonometry students are challenged to design,  
build, and test efficient irrigation systems.
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Under the leadership of Mr. Green, broadcasting students 
have won numerous awards and national recognitions, and many 
have gone on to careers in this field--a tribute to the high quality 
teaching and professional knowledge that Mr. Green consistently 
provides his students each day.

Says Teacher of the Year Doug Green, “Anywhere you look in 
Carlsbad, you’ll find teachers standing alongside their students to 
let dreams and imaginations run wild.”

We at CUSD are proud of Mr. Green and his colleagues who 
contribute so much to the education of our students.

Dr. Suzette Lovely

Valley Middle School (6–8)
1645 Magnolia Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5300 • www.vms.schoolloop.com

Great Success
The 2015–2016 school year is off to a great start at Valley 

Middle School.
It didn’t take long for VMS to send 258 sixth-graders and three 

eighth-grade WEB leaders off to Camp Cuyamaca. The weather 
was warm and the activities were nonstop. Under the guidance 
of seven Valley staff members, and a fantastic camp staff, our 
students were involved in day and night hikes, archery, geo-
caching, team-building activities, and a variety of other outdoor 
adventures. The stories they brought back, and the friendships 
they cemented at camp, will all provide a lifetime of memories. 

In addition to a busy week at camp for our students, it has been a very busy 
beginning of the year for our District Teacher of the Year, Mr. Green. During a 

gala event at the Balboa Theatre 
in October, Doug Green was 
chosen as one of five San Diego 
County Teachers of the Year.

It was a great evening, 
but the fun didn’t stop there. 
Following a whirlwind media 
blitz, Doug found out in October 
that he had also been selected 
as a finalist for California 
Teacher of the Year.

Doug’s students at the CHS 
and VMS are lucky to have such 
an outstanding, dedicated, 
and inspiring teacher. 
Congratulations and best wishes 
as we see Mr. Green become a 
California Teacher of the Year!

Tom Bloomquist
Principal

Superintendent • From Page 1

Mrs. Jaffe enjoying a great camp lunch.

Doug with last year’s winner and Jefferson teacher  
Maria Teran-Cruz and Superintendent Dr. Lovely.

Stand By uS • From Page 1

California Career Pathways Trust (CCPT) grant
A county-wide consortium of school districts and community colleges 

was awarded a $13.1 million California Career Pathways Trust (CCPT) grant 
to prepare students for college and the careers of the future. With Carlsbad 
Unified’s $430,000 share, CUSD’s high schools are building career pathways in 
high-wage, high-demand industries, including filmmaking, computer science, 
biomedical science, and engineering.  Curriculum such as Project Lead the Way 
and partnerships with businesses such as Qualcomm are giving the schools the 
tools and support they need to build the hands-on, engaging programs students 
need.

MiraCosta Community College Partnership
Hundreds of CUSD students are now taking college classes--tuition free--

at MiraCosta, allowing them to get a jump on college. Students are receiving 
credit for required courses such as foreign language or math by taking an 
evening or summer course through MiraCosta, making room in their schedules 
for electives like band, art, or speech and debate. MiraCosta’s President  
Dr. Sunny Cooke says “This partnership helps students to see college as a viable 
option when they may not have otherwise found it within their sphere  
of possibilities.”

Parents
Our schools boast robust PTAs and parent involvement at all levels. Kym 

Szalkiewicz, PTA Council President, says, “At the Council level we sponsor 
college and career nights and bring in experts on topics such as homework, 
drug and alcohol awareness, and teen depression. We also coordinate 
volunteers, provide recognition ceremonies, and plan staff appreciation 
activities.”

Safe and Healthy Schools
The city of Carlsbad and the school district are working together to keep 

our schools safe and healthy for our kids. A collaboration between the City and 
school district provides three School Resource Officers to support the high 
school and middle school campuses on issues including bullying, attendance 
problems, and threats of violence. Senator Pat Bates and Facebook partnered 
with the city and CUSD to help educate the community on the dangers of social 
media and on-line threats. As Police Chief Neil Gallucci said, “The CPD is proud 
to stand by CUSD to promote a safe environment that puts students, teachers, 
and parents at ease.”

The City of Carlsbad
The city of Carlsbad is committed to cultivating a region that promotes 

innovation, collaboration and economic prosperity. Mayor Matt Hall says 
“Whether we have children or grandchildren in our public schools, or simply 
live next door to someone who does, education is important to our entire 
community.” Our city needs a well-trained workforce that is ready to take on 
the high demand occupations our region has to offer today and into the future.”

Carlsbad High School’s Sound Express delivered a rousing thank you to all 
partners who stand with the school district to educate students for their futures.Ray Pearson

Member
Veronica Williams

President
Elisa Williamson

Clerk
Claudine Jones

Vice President
Kathy Rallings

Member

Board of Trustees
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