
Greetings, Palmdale Families!
By Joyce Ricks, President

As many of you know, I was elected as your new Board president. I am 
honored to share with you the great things that are happening around the 
district, as we further our plan to build excellence through our strategic plan 
called the Palmdale Promise.

Our main duty as a Board is to collectively make tough decisions that 
directly affect our district instructional programs. We approve strategic 
goals, programs, and educational services and make legal and fiduciary 
decisions on behalf of our stakeholders. With that said, we take our 
positions very seriously. You can imagine the strong considerations we 
had to embark as we appointed a new member to join our Board.

I am pleased to announce that the Board unanimously approved the 
appointment of Ralph Velador during a special meeting on February 3.  
Mr. Velador is an active community member and was a Palmdale 
planning commissioner for the city of Palmdale. He was one of six 
candidates that applied for the vacant seat, and he stood out among the 
rest. I am confident Mr. Velador will do an excellent job in representing 
all our Palmdale families. If you have a moment, please welcome him at 

SUPERINTENDENT

Reading and Sharing
Spring is in the air, 

which means we only 
have a few months left 
before we prepare for 
the next school year. Let 
us enjoy our remaining 
time together, as spring 
always brings exciting 
events.

March is one of my favorite 
months because we got to kick it off 
with Read Across America on March 2. 
Read Across America celebrates the 
love of reading and literacy among 
our classrooms. It’s the one time of 
the year community members are 
invited to volunteer their time to 
read to our students and share the 
importance of reading. Let us not 
forget, it’s also Dr. Seuss’s birthday, 
which our students enjoy celebrating.

With the help of the Palmdale 
PROMISE, this year our district 
held a family-fun event at the 
Antelope Valley Mall on Saturday, 
March 4 from 10 am to 12 pm. We 
had special guests participating in 
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Welcome to Our Student Board Members!

By Stacy Bryant, Ed.D., Deputy Superintendent
On Tuesday, January 16, 2017, Palmdale School District 

(PSD) made history! Through the Palmdale Promise 
strategic plan, a process was set in place to provide real-
life opportunities for our students to gain leadership 
experience. This process concluded with the selection of 
two seventh-grade students being named as the first-ever 
Palmdale School District Student Board Members: Valeria 
Alvelo from Cactus Middle School Health and Technology 
Academy and Angelica Arzate from David G. Millen 
Middle School Law and Government Academy.

Valeria and Angelica, along with three other 
candidates, presented a video clip, which was shared 
with all middle school students, who then voted for their 
favorite candidates. Mrs. Barbara Gaines, Antelope Valley 

College Board of Trustee and Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction for PSD, was invited to present the oath of 
affirmation.

Our Associated Student Body (ASB) students are the 
backbone of our leadership program. These students are 
trained at the site level to govern, raise money, and build 
climate and culture. At each middle school site, two ASB 
students are then invited to participate in the Inter-school 
Communication Council (ICC). This council consists of 
middle school students from across the district, who also 
learn leadership skills and governance. From the ICC 
group, the Student Board Members are selected. Every 
student in ICC has the opportunity to run for the office of 
Student Board Member.

We are very proud of our new Student Board Members!
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one of our future Board meetings.
On another note, the Board has approved the name for our site 12 school 

opening this fall. We are thrilled to provide the children of Palmdale with 
the opportunity to enroll in the Space Aeronautical Gateway to Exploration 
(SAGE) Academy. This unique academy will include new curriculum for sixth- 
through eighth-grade students that is currently unavailable.

See superinTendenT • Page 10
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As we are preparing to go to print 
rain is again predicted. I hope you 
have taken advantage of the rainy 
weather to enjoy board and card 
games with your family.and turned 
off the electronics. 

In this issue you will read about 
Student Promise Ambassadors, 
Gentlemen Aloud, the Mock 
Trial Team, ASB Leadership, the 
importance of volunteers, and so 
much more...

Thank you for your nice 
comments when you email your 
contest entries. Our contest is on 
page 11 for all ages to enter.

Our next issue is May 3.

Neta Madison

Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher

SchoolNewsRollCall

@SchoolNewsRC

SchoolNewsRollCall

Counselors Corner
39139 North 10th St., Palmdale, CA 93550 • www.palmdalesd.org

National Counseling Week Celebration
The Palmdale School District counselors celebrated National 

School Counseling Week in February. This national initiative 
focuses on assisting counselors in helping students and staff gain 
greater understanding and insight into the role of the school 
counselor and highlights how students are impacted by the work 
of counselors in their schools.

This year’s theme, “School Counseling: Helping Students 
Realize Their Potential,” was celebrated at each site with fun 
activities and prizes. Although NSCW is only one week out of the 
year, our dedicated school-counseling team works daily to meet 
the needs of all students so that they can become impassioned 

and engaged learners who not only know their own potential but who can also 
rise above challenges to be productive members of society as well as lifelong 
learners.

Stacy Bryant
Deputy 

Superintendent

powered by Connections Learning

Unlock your child’s potential with our new 
blended learning program!

Innovations Academy offers your child:
• Alternative to traditional classroom education
• Increased parental involvement
• Independent study program
• Weekly small group work with credentialed teacher
• Dynamic online curriculum
• Open access to supervised computer lab
• Grades K-8

Space is limited, enroll today!

Call 661-265-8908

To be notified of future job 
opportunities, submit a 
“Job Interest Card” located under 
the pull down menu

Click on the link to “Apply.” 

The Personnel Commission is located at
37230 37th Street East, Palmdale, CA 93550

Only online applications will be accepted at www.palmdalesd.org
To view all current job opportunities, click on the “Employment” icon.

Assistant Director of Child Nutrition (District employees only)
Bilingual Early Childhood Education Teacher Assistant 
Early Childhood Education Teacher Assistant
Occupational Therapist
Paraeducator-Certifi ed Interpreter I/II (DHH)
Social Emotional Learning Specialist
Substitute Health Assistant-LVN
Substitute Paraeducator Moderate to Severe
Substitute Paraeducator-LVN
Substitute Paraeducator Translator (DHH)
Substitute Special Education Instructional Assistant
Substitute Early Childhood Education Teacher Assistant

661-285-2902

http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.palmdalesd.org
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Child Nutrition, Health & Physical Well-Being

Building Exercise into Lessons
By Lisa Rapaport 

Reuters Health) - Building exercise into lessons might help kids get better 
grades, especially when the task at hand requires memorization, a small Dutch 
study suggests. 

Researchers worked with 500 children in second and third grade, giving half 
of them traditional lessons while the rest got instruction supplemented with 
physical activity designed to reinforce math and language lessons.

After two years, children who got the physically active lessons had 
significantly higher scores in math and spelling than their peers who didn’t 
exercise during class.

“Previous research showed effects of recess and physical activity breaks,” 
said lead study author Marijke Mullender-Wijnsma of the University of Gronigen 
in The Netherlands. 

“However, we think that the integration of physical activity into academic 
lessons will result in bigger effects on academic achievement,” Mullender-
Wijnsma added by email.

To assess the potential for exercise to influence learning, Mullender-
Wijnsma and colleagues developed a curriculum that matched typical lessons in 
academic subject matter but added physical activity as part of instruction. They 
tested it in 12 elementary schools. 

Lessons involved constant practice and repetition reinforced by body 
movements. For example, children jumped in place eight times to solve the 
multiplication problem 2 x 4. 

Children in the exercise group received 22 weeks of instruction three times 
a week during two school years. These lessons were up to 30 minutes long, and 
evenly split between math and spelling instruction. 

In math tests focused on speed, there wasn’t much difference in performance 
among the two groups of students after one year of physically active teaching.

But after two years, children who received exercise-based instruction had 
significantly higher scores on the math speed exams than students who didn’t. 
The difference over two years equated to more than four months of additional 
learning for the students who had physically active lessons, researchers note in 
the journal Pediatrics.

With another type of math test focused on lesson comprehension, students 
in the exercise group outperformed their peers in both the first and second year 
of the study. After two years, the exercise group achieved the equivalent of four 
months’ extra learning. 

For spelling, there wasn’t much difference between the student groups after 
one year. But by the end of the second year they did have significantly better 
test scores, again, roughly amounting to four more months of learning. 

Exercise didn’t appear to impact reading, however. It’s possible that 
physical activities may be more beneficial to learning that involves repetition, 
memorization and practice of lessons from previous classes, the researchers 
conclude. 

The reading test required students to read as many words as possible in 
one minute - a skill that wasn’t practiced in the lessons done as part of the 
experiment, the authors note. Instruction during the study focused on solving 
arithmetic problems and spelling words, tasks where students did improve 
more with exercise during lessons. 

One limitation of the study is that some of the improved performance in 
the exercise group during the first year might be due to the specially trained 
teachers, the researchers point out. Individual schools administered tests, 
which might also have influenced the results. 

The study team did not examine why activity during learning seemed to 
help. It may be, as many other studies have shown, that exercise in general 
benefits the brain. Or, exercise during learning might improve engagement, 
they write, since brain and body work together.

“The take-home message for parents and teachers is that physically active 
lessons may be a novel way to increase physical activity and improve academic 
performance – at the same time,” Benjamin Neelon said. 

Early Childhood Education
975 East Avenue P-8, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/273-4710 • www.palmdalesd.org

Shaking Hands and Making Friends
“You can’t grow, if you don’t know. Come EXCEL with us and 

Capture Kids Hearts.” Three of our ECE teachers, Ms. Zapata, 
Ms. Pickett, and Ms. Wences, are implementing Capturing 
Kid’s Hearts daily in their classrooms. These teachers recently 
attended Process Champions Plus Training, which will help them 
to inspire, mentor, and coach their peers to replicate the success 
they are experiencing with students in their classrooms. These 
teachers presented what they learned to the teaching assistants 
and teachers at a recent staff development training. They also 
participated in the family engagement parent workshops by 
greeting the parents and communicating with them.

One aspect of the process is to greet with a handshake. This “empowers 
the hearts of children so they can communicate their feelings in a positive 
and peaceful way,” Ms. Zapata explained. It also teaches conflict resolution by 
encouraging students to work out their problems by: looking their friends in the 
eye; saying what hurt them; describing how they feel; apologizing for the action; 
shaking hands while saying, “Friends again!”; and then going to play together.

Shaking hands is a life skill that connects with the Palmdale Promise, 
preparing students at a very young age for lifelong success in future careers 
and the global world.

Our fifth immunization clinic for parent volunteers was a huge success this 
February. Lourdes Morgan, the ECE Health and Safety Specialist, partnered 
with AV Community Clinic to meet the new mandate that parents must 
have immunizations in order to volunteer in the classroom. When parents 
are engaged and involved in their child’s education, students achieve better 
academic success. 

Donna 
Lebetsamer

Director

Ms. Zapata teaching the life skills of a good hand shake, greeting one another, 
and conflict resolution to two students in her class. 

AV Community Clinic Care-A-Van offering free immunizations to our families.

http://www.reuters.com/journalists/lisa-rapaport
http://www.palmdalesd.org
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Barrel Springs Elementary K–6
3636 Ponderosa Way, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/285-9270 • www.palmdalesd.org

Bulldogs Answering the Call to Action
The Palmdale School District has called students to action 

so their voice may be heard in the development of the Palmdale 
Promise which are five strategic goals which is the action and 
implementation plan for the district. Each school selects two 
Student Promise Ambassadors for students to share their voice, 
and serve on the Promise Ambassador committee. This school 
year, Barrel Springs Promise Ambassadors, Grace Contreras 
and Dylan Williams, will be giving their input along with other 
students regarding “all things” the Palmdale Promise and work as 

a liaison between the committee and sharing information with all of our Barrel 
Springs students. We are so proud of our Promise Ambassadors!

Kimberly Wright
Principal

Buena Vista Elementary K–6
37005 Hillcrest Drive, Palmdale, CA 93552 • 661/285-4158 • www.palmdalesd.org

CyberQuest
In keeping with the California Transformational and 

Technology Challenge, Buena Vista Elementary School launched 
an eight-week CyberQuest Challenge Competition. The program 
was designed as a before-school program for fifth- and sixth-
grade students. This enrichment program was aligned to the 
Palmdale Promise of helping to move students toward 21st-
century learning skills of creativity, collaboration, critical 
thinking, and communication.

Students found the assignments and tasks rigorous and 
challenging, and they were able to rise to meet Mrs. Lake’s expectations. In the 
words of one of the students, “Mrs. Lake was a great coach and facilitator, and 
she really made learning fun for us.” Another student added, “We learned a lot 
from this program…especially team work. It was not easy working with other 
team members, but we learned to be patient and polite to one another.”

I am proud to report that all of our students displayed the ability to think 
critically and showed depth of knowledge in data collection, analyzing data, and 
drawing conclusions based on the data. Additionally, the students learned the 
norms of working in collaborative groups. But, above all, the students enjoyed 
learning because their teacher made the learning process fun.

Bravo, Pandas!

Dr. Alusine Conteh
Principal

Cactus Intermediate 7–8
3243 East Avenue R-8, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/273-0847 • www.palmdalesd.org

AVID 
Cactus AVID teaches students the desire to go to college the 

skills and behaviors they need for academic and career success. 
Our AVID elective students learn organizational and study skills, 
develop critical thinking and questioning, and build positive, 
meaningful relationships with staff and peers. Last semester, 
Cactus 7th grade AVID elective students wrote and presented 
“TED Talks” to an audience of classmates and families. Students 
studied talks given by other teenagers and addressed the topic 
“What Matters?.” Homelessness, bullying, access to health 

care, and finding a cure for cancer were only a few of the issues students 
discussed. Friday teambuilding activities are fun and teach AVID students 
how to effectively communicate and collaborate. One of their favorites was the 
balloon tower challenge, where groups of four were given balloons and tape and 
instructed to construct the tallest tower they could in 30 minutes.

Danny Kanga
Principal

Chaparral Elementary K–6
37500 50th Street East, Palmdale, CA 93552 • 661/285-9777 • www.palmdalesd.org

Christmas Parade 
On December 10th, 2016, Chaparral participated in Palmdale 

Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Christmas Parade! Chaparral 
eagerly signed up and was honored to be one of the Palmdale 
Christmas Parade’s participants this year. It was amazing to 
see so many of the Palmdale Community come participate in 
the parade, as well as march for the many Palmdale community 
spectators. The parade began their walk from Highland High 
School and ended at the Antelope Valley Mall. Chaparral’s 
participating group included Chaparral’s ASB student council, 

Chaparral’s folklorico dance group, some members of Chaparral’s staff, and 
some of Chaparral’s PTA parents. It was a great and fun event for our school 
and the community, and Chaparral is looking forward to participating again 
next year!

Tom Pitts
Principal

AVID students compete in a balloon tower challenge where 
they learn effective communication and collaboration.

http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Cimarron Elementary K–6
36940 45th Street East, Palmdale, CA 93552 • 661/285-9780 • www.palmdalesd.org

Being An Ambassador
On December 

12, 2016, I had 
the greatest 
experience of my 
life. At first I was 
a little nervous, 
but when I got a 
warm welcome, 
I immediately 

felt okay. There were so many 
interesting activities to do in the 
Student Ambassador Conference, 
it was like a great dream that you 
never wanted to wake up from.

An important part of being an 
ambassador is planning for the 
future of the school. I would like 
to remember my school as the best 
school in the world. When I leave, I 
hope other students will have many 
extracurricular opportunities in 
the future. I would like to add 
a book club for students who 
love to read. Students love field 
trips, so I hope they will continue 
to have those opportunities.

It was a nice experience to be at 
the conference, and I hope we see 
some new changes for our school.

Chris O’Neill
Principal

Desert Rose Elementary K–6
37730 27th Street East, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/272-0584 • www.palmdalesd.org

Handball Courts are a Big Hit!
Students at Desert Rose Elementary School are thrilled to 

have handball courts back on their playground! Eight years ago, 
the handball courts unfortunately had to be removed for safety 
reasons. Our four new courts also double as two large storage 
containers, which can be used to store physical education 
equipment as well as our emergency supplies.

Daymel Cardenas, our encouraging physical education teacher, 
and his awesome assistants have instructed all students of the 
school-wide rules so that play at recess is safe, respectful, and 

consistent. Children in all grade levels are glad to have something new to do.
Nathan, a sixth-grader, said, “I love the thrill of the game.” And Leah, a 

second-grader, added, “I like to hit the ball hard and make my friends get out! 
And it’s great when I get to stay in the whole time!”

Hooray for handball at Desert Rose!

Desert Willow Intermediate 7–8
36555 Sunny Lane, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/285-5866 • www.palmdalesd.org

Moving at Breakneck Speed
Desert Willow School has been buzzing with activities for both 

students and staff members. The Diamondbacks participated 
in Rachel’s Challenge, focusing on a chain reaction of kindness 
and compassion. Julie Howard, Desert Willow’s school counselor, 
followed up with the Great Kindness Challenge, which allowed 
students to perform random acts of kindness during a fun-filled 
spirit week.

Following our tradition of fun while learning, Desert Willow’s 
Ana Castillo worked with Faith DeBoer and the California Math 

Council on the Math Festival. Desert Willow parents are starting a coffee 
group, which will meet to support teachers and students in classrooms. The 
Desert Willow leadership team is working diligently to develop common 

understandings 
and vision, while 
the scheduling 
committee 
collaborates with 
staff members to 
define the pathway 
offerings for the 
2017–2018 school 
year.

Lastly our boy’s 
and girls’ basketball 
teams competed in 
the district basketball 
tournament, and our 
eighth-grade boys 
took first place!

Gerilyn Cherland
Principal

Dos Caminos Elementary K–8
39175 Palm Tree Way, Palmdale, CA 93551 • 661/947-1849 • www.palmdalesd.org

Gentlemen Aloud
Dos Caminos is proud to showcase our newly formed all boys 

choir, Gentlemen Aloud. Under the direction of Dawn Smith and 
accompanied by Shana Sammons and Hector Calles, our choir 
has been spreading cheer around our community. These parent 
volunteers have committed their time to ensuring that our 
students learn the fundamentals of music and how using their 
talent can benefit the community. 

This past December, both Dr. Martin and I had the privilege of 
chauffeuring the choir to their special events as Gentlemen Aloud 
brought cheer to two of our Senior Assisted Living facilities in 

Palmdale and Lancaster as well as being the featured performers at the African 
American Chamber Holiday party. Thank you Los Amigos and David G. Millen 
for allowing us to use your school vans. Lights, Camera Action, here comes Dos 
Caminos Gentlemen Aloud!

Laura 
Cervantes
Principal

Ms. Pena’s class participating in Math Festival Activities.

Melanie Pagliaro
Principal

http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
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Golden Poppy Elementary K–6
37802 Rockie Lane, Palmdale, CA 93552 • 661/285-3683 • www.palmdalesd.org

New Extra-Curricular Offerings
At Golden Poppy, we are working 

to ensure equitable learning (and 
fun) opportunities for our students 
in alignment with the Palmdale 
PROMISE goals. We are very excited 
to be starting our Coding/Lego Robotics program and our Grizzly 
Spirit Dance Team! These programs are being added to our other 
awesome programs: CyberQuest, Dance Force, Folklorico, After 

School Sports, Mad Science, and 
After School Intervention classes. 
The response from students and 
parents has been great!  Our 
students are very excited and we 
look forward to growing our extra-
curricular programs!

Melanie Culver
Principal

Joshua Hills Elementary K–6
3030 Fairfield, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/265-9992 • www.palmdalesd.org

Pursuing Remarkable Opportunities
The Joshua Hills and Desert Rose basketball players recently 

met for their second annual basketball game. During the game, in 
a show of sportsmanship, the starting five of J.H. switched their 
jersey colors and joined the D.R. team to balance them out, since 
J.H. had 35 players. At halftime, both teams danced together and 
put on a show for the community. The final score did not matter, 
as all of the students were winners!

Earlier this year, the J.H. and Los Amigos volleyball players 
met for their first volleyball tournament. They are scheduled 

to play another one this month. The J.H. and Palm Tree soccer teams are 
also scheduled to play their second annual soccer game this month, and their 
basketball teams are scheduled to play as well.

Joshua Hills and Summer Wind are also working to schedule a basketball 
game this month. All of these schools are committed to providing remarkable 
opportunities.

Regina Tillman
Principal

Los Amigos K‑8
6640 East Avenue R-8, Palmdale, CA 93552 • 661/285-1546 • www.palmdalesd.org

Teacher of the Year
The Los Amigos staff is extremely 

excited to announce that Sra. Nancy 
Alatorre has been selected as CABE 
Teacher of the Year for 2017.

Sra. Alatorre has been a Spanish 
teacher at the Los Amigos Dual 
Immersion School for the past six 
years. During this time she has served 
on the Pathway to Seal of Biliteracy 

Committee, the AVID and Bully Free Committees, and 
the District Math Translation Committee. Through her hard work, Sra. Alatorre 
has earned the respect of our students, parents, and colleagues. 

Sra. Alatorre’s dedication to the dual-language program has led to her 
selflessly devoting countless hours translating and creating materials for 
students. She wholeheartedly believes in and is passionate about the dual-
immersion program, and has demonstrated her commitment to it by enrolling 
her own children at Los Amigos.

“I have a passion for social justice, and I see education as a means to do my 
part in this matter,” she recently remarked. “To me, bilingual education is the 
means through which we have the opportunity to educate and prepare our 
students so that they can incorporate themselves with ease into the global 
society and someday become great leaders.”

On behalf of the Los Amigos family, we want to sincerely congratulate Sra. 
Alatorre on this great honor.

Sonia Salcedo
Principal

Manzanita Elementary K–6
38620 33rd Street East, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/947-3128 • www.palmdalesd.org

Excited about Reading 
Manzanita had a wonderful opportunity recently to help its 

students receive two free books!
Mackenzie Krestul founded an organization named Code Read. 

Her vision was to ensure that children are able to find joy in 
reading even with the barriers that financial situations can bring. 
Mackenzie contacted our school site and shared her passion with 
us, and of course we loved the idea and welcomed her at our site!

Mackenzie recently came out and did a kick-off assembly 
where she challenged every student at Manzanita to read for 400 

minutes over a two-month period. Each student who reached this goal would 
receive two free books. Mackenzie came back two months later to set up a book 
fair and found that every student at Manzanita had been able to accomplish the 
challenge! 

The excitement and smiles were overwhelming. It warms our hearts to be 
able to provide our students with such a wonderful opportunity!

Roberto Lopez
Principal

http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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David G. Millen Intermediate 7–8
39221 22nd Street West, Palmdale, CA 93551 • 661/947-3075 • www.palmdalesd.org

Blazing the Trail
The Mock Trial Team at David G. Millen, coached by teacher 

Billie Martin, has provided students with a realistic taste of the 
legal world. Mock Trial mimics a real-world courtroom and case 
trial for the purpose of education. Students take on the roles 
of attorneys, witnesses, bailiffs, and clerks (timekeepers), who 
argue for either the defense or prosecution. 

Our Mock Trial Team is in its second year. It competes through 
the Constitutional Rights Foundation in their annual competition 
for LA County. This year’s competition included 56 different 

middle schools. Millen’s team advanced to the playoffs with the top 14 teams.
Of the 16 students on our competition team, seven received honorable 

mention for their performances. One member, Sarai Lopez, received the “Most 
Outstanding Defendant” award for her portrayal of Cameron Awbrey, who was 
on trial for human trafficking. Millen’s Mock Trial Team proudly competes as 
trailblazers for the Law and Government Academy.

Ryan Beardsley
Principal

Mesquite Elementary K–6
37622 43rd Street East, Palmdale, CA 93552 • 661/285-8376 • www.palmdalesd.org

Shout-Out to Volunteers!
Here’s to our wonderful volunteers for demonstrating 

Mountain Lion Pride and making Mesquite a fantastic place!
Volunteers help in many ways. Assisting teachers in the 

classrooms; taking home learning materials to cut out, staple, 
and put together into classroom packets; and serving as field-trip 
chaperones are examples. Volunteers serve as dance instructors 
for students in our newly formed Mesquite Folklórico Dance 
Troupe. Our TAP (Teacher and Parents) volunteers are trained to 
use the copiers and die-cut machines.

This school year, the Mesquite PTO (Parent-Teacher Organization) was 
formed. PTO has planned, funded, and run activities like Red Ribbon Week, 
Book Fair and Holiday Shop. Currently, they’re conducting our Valentine’s 
Day Gram event and are providing funds for our Jump Rope for Heart service-
learning project and upcoming Read Across America program. As leaders, they 
serve on our ELAC, AAPAC and SSC advisory councils.

On April 27, we’ll thank and honor our fantastic volunteers during our 
annual Volunteer Tea!

Ken Young
Principal

Oak Tree Community Day School K‑8
38136 35th Street East, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/285-1548 • www.palmdalesd.org

Hands-On Leadership
Oak Tree Leadership program, Restorative Justice and 

Cooperative Teams help students develop skills that prepare 
them for 21st century success. These leaders are given 
opportunities to self-correct behaviors, model appropriate 
behaviors, and work as a team to solve conflicts and problems. 
Students learn to work with their peers and become accountable 
for their decisions. At Oak Tree, behaviors are addressed, positive 
strategies are agreed upon, and plans are implemented. Students 
learn strategies for how to improve conflict resolution, and 

mutual trust is developed within the school. This hands-on work is leading Oak 
Tree to the Promise with passion, direction and success.

Students also have the opportunity to participate in Restorative Justice 
Circles and practice skills of communication and respect. Students express 
themselves and reflect on ways to improve behavior. Students are able to share 
with peers and adults during the circle and feel that their voices are heard. As 
students develop communication skills, cooperative team building and learning 
are added to the components. Students have to work together to accomplish 
simple tasks and are encouraged to accept one another’s differences.

The work at Oak Tree continues to progress as student behaviors vary. 
The Oak Tree staff work endlessly to maintain effective strategies to support 
students.

Timothy Howell
Principal

Ocotillo Elementary K–6
38737 Ocotillo School Drive, Palmdale, CA 93551 • 661/947-9987 • www.palmdalesd.org

ASB Leadership 
Ocotillo’s ASB members have been busy creating a positive 

environment while developing their leadership skills. Under the 
direction of Dr. DuBoise, ASB members started off the year by 
creating and participating in the school’s board presentation. 
They then moved on to developing a video for teachers to share 
in their classes that encouraged good sportsmanship. ASB 
members incorporate the Capturing Kid’s Hearts practices 
as they greet parents and students at the gate each morning. 
In December, they had the opportunity to learn more about 

student government when they attended a CADA workshop at Quartz Hill 
High School. Last month, they represented Ocotillo when they marched in the 
Palmdale Holiday Parade. Currently they are planning the 5th /6th grade dance 
scheduled for February. These leaders are truly making a difference. 

Larry Lueck
Principal

http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
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Palmdale Learning Plaza K–8
38043 Division Street, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/538-9034 • www.palmdalesd.org

Motivated By a Mission
We’re excited to announce that after two years of rigorous 

work, the sixth, seventh and eighth grades now comprise a 
fully authorized IB Middle Years Program (MYP). This is a 
considerable accomplishment, but the journey has just begun! 
We’ll continue to grow our program for the next three years; then, 
we’ll have a verification visit by the IB Organization to determine 
our progress.

As an IB World School, PLP is part of a global community of 
schools committed to developing knowledgeable, caring young 

people able to negotiate their futures successfully and make contributions 
resulting in a more harmonious and peaceful world.

We commend the dedicated PLP teachers and the IB coordinator for 
choosing to offer the MYP. The positive results will become evident as more 
and more MYP students graduate and undertake activities that enhance 
social, cultural and economic environments locally, nationally and perhaps 
internationally. We’ll have a schoolwide celebration in April!

Michael McNelis
Principal

Palm Tree Elementary K–6
326 East Avenue R, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/265-9357 • www.palmdalesd.org

ASB Active
Things are buzzing at Palm Tree Elementary School because 

our ASB is up and running. Under the guidance of our Assistant 
Principal, Mrs. Diaz, we conducted successful elections and we 
hold monthly meetings for ASB. Currently, the ASB students are 
conducting our PBIS Bully Free assemblies. The presentations 
are totally student created and our grade level audiences enjoy 
the information. In the near future, we will have a peer mediation 
program where our ASB students will, after training, serve 
as mediators to support conflict resolution during the lunch 

recesses. Our students are excited about our new level of student leadership. 
Palm Tree: An Oasis of Education!

Gerald Luke
Principal

Quail Valley Elementary K–6
37236 58th Street East, Palmdale, CA 93552 • 661/533-7100 • www.palmdalesd.org

Being Present is Awesome!
This semester, we’re emphasizing attendance! Students 

can’t learn when they’re not present, so the QV team is working 
with our PTO to implement our Awesome Attendance contest! 
Every class with all students present gets to color in one letter. 
When any class colors in all letters, they’re recognized during 
the morning announcements for their awesome attendance and 
rewarded by our PTO.

QV student leaders and Promise Ambassadors also created 
two personal attendance incentives. First, a monthly Attendance 

Dance Party for 
students with no 
absences or early-outs 
will allow students to 
hang out at the end 
of the day to listen 
to music. Second, 
students at the party 
who have not been 
tardy for the month 
will have a chance to 
win a $10.00 yogurt 
gift card.

Our goal is to keep 
students excited and 
engaged and to want 
to come to school 
daily. We know we’ll 
reach our goal of 
super-attendance!

Kathleen 
Moshier
Principal

Associated Student Body is alive and well at Palm Tree!

Palmdale Discovery Center
1330 W. Elizabeth Lake Rd., Palmdale, CA 93551 • 661/274-0849 • www.palmdalesd.org

Implementing Strategies
The staff and students at Palmdale Discovery Center are off 

to a great start for 2017! I would like to thank all of the staff 
members who work at PDC. They are both compassionate and 
determined to make each day a valuable learning experience for 
our students. It is an honor to work with such a wonderful staff!

This year our teachers participated in “Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts” training. We are implementing the strategies of 
Capturing Kids’ Hearts in each classroom. Our teachers are 
creating social contracts in their rooms that are appropriate for 

students in the moderate to severe population, and in our special education 
preschool program as well. 

This is our tenth year of maintaining intensive staff training on Wednesday 
mornings for strategies in teaching students with autism. Every year we have 
noticed continued progress in our program. We are moving right along, and 
expect the remainder of the school year to be a success!

Colleen Sawyer
Principal

(F) Mrs. Gonda, Mrs. Sloane, Ms. Weldon, Mrs. Henry (B) Ms. Streeter, Ms. Lighston,  
Mrs. Perez, Mr. Cruz, Mr. Mekuria, Mr. Weideman, Mr. Aparicio, Mr. McNelis PDC staff members participate in intensive Autism training on Wednesdays.

http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
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http://www.palmdalesd.org
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Shadow Hills Intermediate 7–8
37315 60th Street East, Palmdale, CA 93552 • 661/533-7400 • www.palmdalesd.org

Geometric Design
Shadow Hills Academy of Engineering and Design is 

transforming the conventional middle school curriculum into a 
program that meets the Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math (STEAM) criteria. Classes are taught through inquiry, 
project-based, hands-on activities, and teachers have high 
expectations for all students.

Our geometric design class takes students from the basics of 
drawing shapes, following directions, and solving math problems 
to the complexities of creating strong, one-dimensional shapes, 

which are incorporated into a 
“superstructure” that shows a 
very high mass held to weight 
of ratio. Students also work 
with various power and hand 
tools.

By focusing on 
creativity, communication, 
collaboration, and critical 
thinking, students will be 
able to produce projects that 
are creative and insightful. 
Creativity leads to innovation 
and experimentation. By 
communicating thoughts 
and ideas effectively, 
students will be able to work 
collaboratively and think 
critically to deeply analyze 
and process information.

Dr. Donna 
Campbell
Principal

Summerwind Elementary K–8
39360 Summerwind Drive, Palmdale, CA 93551 • 661/947-3863 • www.palmdalesd.org

A Crush On Coding
Mrs. Rebecca Figueroa, Summerwind’s teacher technology 

facilitator, is presenting a morning class on coding for the 
kindergarten through sixth-graders. The students arrive an hour 
before school starts, and the waiting list already has 40 names on 
it! All ages and abilities are represented. Students who are more 
advanced assist those who need a bit more help.

“Watching students problem solve together, and persevere to 
find an answer, makes me proud,” said Mrs. Figueroa. “Computers 
are a fact of life, and understanding how they work is a critical 
skill for 21st-century learners.”

As the students 
progress, they begin 
to work on programs 
collaboratively. 
They then work on 
original programs 
of their own instead 
of working inside 
existing ones. The 
children learn to not 
only troubleshoot 
their programming, 
but also how to 
troubleshoot the 
actual hardware 
they use. It is an 
exciting time to 
learn coding!

Dr. Linda Brandts
Principal

Tumbleweed Elementary K–6
1100 East Avenue R-4, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/273-4166 • www.palmdalesd.org

Camp Read S’more
Students got a taste of the outdoors at Camp Read S’more. 

Tumbleweed’s library aide, Linda Duran, is passionate about 
instilling a joy of reading in all of our students. Recently, with the 
help of retired Tumbleweed teacher Ramona Jackson and fifth- 
and sixth-grade GATE students, she transformed our library into 
a camping wilderness.

The library was transformed with tents, canoes, pine trees, 
camp chairs, fire pits and wild animals. Baskets held wilderness 
books for students to read. Lights were dimmed so the glow-in-
the-dark stars could shine. Firefly jars made by Ms. Ajimura’s 

sixth-graders glistened. Students were given small flashlights by our PTA and 
settled into tents, sleeping bags and canoes. GATE students read to younger 
students and listened to others read. Students left with a snack pack donated 
by teachers, the PTA and Mrs. Duran. It held s’mores ingredients and a sticker 
badge.

Thank you, Mrs. Duran, for this relevant and enjoyable library experience! 

Dr. Jennifer 
Pesavento

Principal

Tamarisk Elementary K–6
1843 E. Ave. Q-5, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/225-9647 • www.palmdalesd.org

Hello from the Tamarisk Family!
As the year continues, we just passed the 100th day of school! 

We incorporate Capturing Kids Hearts by starting off the day 
with morning announcements that talk about “Good Things” 
happening on campus which includes “shout outs” to students 
that have positively impacted our school. The Social Contract 
is built into all aspects of our day. We remind students of how 
important it is to abide by the social contract they created.  
Teachers use the EXCEL Model to support CKH. As we continue 
our journey we have been very fortunate to have Dr. Danotto 
provide us with feedback and support.

Martin Herrera
Principal

http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
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Yucca Elementary K–6
38440 2nd Street East, Palmdale, CA 93550 • 661/273-5052 • www.palmdalesd.org

Building Positive Relationships
At Yucca 

Elementary School 
we continue 
to focus on 
building positive 
relationships 
with each and 
every student. 
Every month Mrs. 

Dowling presents a positive 
behavior assembly that will focus 
on specific characteristics. 

Our next assembly will include 
Friendship and Fairness. One 
student from each classroom is 
picked during the month to have 
lunch with Mrs. Dowling and 
Mrs. Summers that represents 
the characteristic of that month. 
Yucca also has the opportunity 
to work and know Deputy Ray 
Wilson. He helps with positive 
behavior support and gets to 
know the students at Yucca. 
This month he presented a 
bicycle to one of our six grade 
students who has shown growth 
not only academically but also 
behaviorally.

Terrie Dowling
Principal

Yellen Learning Center K–8
37015 Goldenview Way, Palmdale, CA 93552 • 661/456-1600 • www.palmdalesd.org

Complete Involvement!
Yellen Learning Center students are becoming scientists! 

Every classroom is learning about the scientific method through 
class science projects, group science projects and individual 
projects. They’re conducting research via the Internet in the 
computer lab and on Chromebooks. This will all culminate in a 
Science Fair in March. It’s exciting to see an entire school focused 
on science!

Besides having great fun in science, the entire school is 
learning art concepts. The Arts Attack program is having a huge 

impact on our students’ creative side. We have so many talented students and 
staff, and great art is always displayed in our hallways and classrooms. Our 
yearly Art Festival, sponsored by a service organization, will take place in April, 

with the theme 
“Recycled 
Art.” We’ll 
keep everyone 
posted about 
the art auction’s 
location and 
place.

And keep an 
ear out for our 
annual Talent 
Show in May—
always a great 
time for our 
staff, students 
and families!

Linda Jaramillo
Principal

our story-time sessions, crafts, face painting, and the Palmdale 
Library Mobile Van, to name a few. All Palmdale families were 
welcome to attend this event to help promote the importance of 
reading. Our district also recognized our top readers from our 
Footsteps2Brilliance application.

Please continue to encourage your friends and family 
members to use the Footsteps2Brilliance early learning literacy 
application. This free application provides a library of interactive 
books in English and Spanish, educational games, and songs. 
Visit our Web site www.PalmdaleSD.org for more information.

If you have a moment, please visit our Web site and participate in our 
Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) Stakeholder Survey. The survey 
provides you with the opportunity to share your feedback on the design and 
implementation of the district’s priorities for the LCAP. Each year we look 
forward to your thoughts on how we can further improve our LCAP goals for 
the upcoming school year. Please take advantage of this opportunity to have 
your voice heard.

As always, I look forward collaborating with you to see our Palmdale 
PROMISE flourish. We have already accomplished great things, and this is only 
the beginning of our journey.

Raul  
Maldonado

District Office (661) 947-7191 • Emergency (888) 474-8107
39139 North 10th Street East, Palmdale, CA 93550

www.palmdalesd.org

superinTendenT • From Page

Welcome and Enrollment Center  537-6100 (8am-3pm)
Child Nutrition ...............................  266-7280
Educational Services ....................  266-7233
Health Clinic ...................................  537-6137 (8:30am-11am, 1pm-4pm)
Special Education .........................  456-1452
Student Services ............................  456-1457
Superintendent’s Office ..............  266-7222 & 266-7220

Board of TrusTees • From Page 

SAGE Academy will feature three key educational programs for Palmdale 
families: Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Air Traffic Control, Rocketry, 
and Civil Air Patrol. The FAA Air Traffic Control program will allow students 
to improve their skills in the areas of geography, mapping, communication, 
weather, decision-making, and problem solving. Rocketry will offer a 
combination of science and math as it educates students about motion, velocity, 
and acceleration through inquiry and measurement. The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) 
program will be the second offered in our valley, but the first for eastside 
families. Students interested in learning more about aerospace education, 
leadership training, physical fitness, and moral leadership are encouraged to 
enroll in the CAP program.

SAGE will also feature a fabrication lab, which will be designed by Art 
Thompson, the chief executive officer of an aerospace firm. Additionally, 
SAGE will include the curriculum and electives that are offered at all of our 
academies.

On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank each member of the advisory 
committee for dedicating his or her time in making SAGE Academy a reality.

Please don’t forget to join us during our monthly Board meetings to learn 
more about the exciting opportunities we have to offer for the children of 
Palmdale. The Board always welcomes your feedback.

http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org
http://www.palmdalesd.org/
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Congratulations to Robert Allen Robinson, Jr.
Winner of the December Contest!

Christina’s Book Review

A Story with Deep Meaning Side Stories
By Lloyd Alexander
The Remarkable Journey of Prince 

Jen is a story about a Prince who, following 
the advice of a wise old man named Master 
Wu, sets off to deliver six specially chosen 
items to give to the King of an amazing 
Kingdom. Master Wu chooses some 
strange, random items as gifts: an iron 
sword, a leather saddle, a wooden flute, a 

bronze bowl, a sandalwood box, and a kite. But, there is a 
reason he chooses these gifts. They are all magical, and 
they are all eventually needed, not to give to the King, but to hand out, one by 
one, to other people to help these people with their struggles, which creates 
interesting separate stories about what the receivers of these items do with 
their new magical power. For instance, the sandalwood box contains a special 
ink with which the artist using it can draw objects and animals that come to 
life though the canvass and it helped the artist earn his living and improve his 
life. Kite in the shape of a bird allows the person holding it to fly, and it helped 
a girl flew away at the hour of grave danger! And at the end of the story the 
Prince learns that there is no King of an amazing Kingdom, and the purpose of 
his journey was to help his people and see life outside of the castle walls. I liked 
that the story was written in a way similar to classic Chinese literature and has 
deep meanings in each of its side stories, that all reconnect to the main story.

I give this story 4 out of 5 stars, with 5 being the best.

Christina J. is a 7th grader. She is an avid reader, who enjoys some peace and quiet with a good 
book about some great adventure. Christina is a young author herself, in 5th grade she wrote a 
book Melody’s Stories: I Am a Spy Now, published by Studentreasures Publishing  
(PIN #3582798). 

Christina J.

Richard’s Book Review

Fun Campy Story
The Napping House
By Audrey Wood
The characters of the rhyming 

story of The Napping House are 
the Granny, the Child, the Dog, the 
Cat, the Mouse and theFlea. One 
rainy, lazy day all the people and 
animals in the house climb into 
grandma’s bed and fall asleep, one 
after another, stacked on top of 

each other. Then, while everybody is fast asleep, 
one character — the Wakeful Flea ends up rudely 
waking everybody up! It bites the Mouse, who scares the Cat, who claws the 
Dog, who thumps the Child, who bumps the Granny, who breaks the bed, so 
that nobody is sleeping or napping in the Napping House anymore! The style of 
this story is similar to the rhyming story of The House That Jack Built. I liked 
this campy story and with its many pictures on every page by Don Wood. It is a 
fun, colorful and easy book to read.

Richard J. is a second grader who likes math, coloring, fun activities, playing on the playground 
and reading. Richard rates the book 5 out of 5, with 5 being the best.

 
Richard J.

Contest!

This student is in a picture 
somewhere in this publication.
When you find her, email the
page number to:

Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
Please put Palmdale in the subject line

Your entry must be received by April 15, 2017.
From the correct entries, we will draw a winner to receive a 

$20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes and Noble.

To advertise in our May issue, 
call Kay 562-493-3193 or

kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com

PIANO LESSONS
ALL LEVELS AND AGES

TATIANA PENNY
MEMBER OF THE MUSIC TEACHERS 

ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA

(661) 533-9609

*Not all patients will clinically qualify for the service. With a qualifying 
down payment. Offer valid on new orthodontic cases only. Offer only 
valid with participation in monthly automatic credit card or bank card 
program, based on approved credit. Payments may extend beyond 
the period for treatment. Cannot be combined with any other offers. 
Subject to insurance restrictions; cannot be applied to insurance co-
payments or deductible. Limit 1 per patient.

LITTLE MOUTHS ARE A BIG DEALTM!

APPOINTMENTS ARE EASY. 
Call 661-273-5432 or Visit MyKidsDentistOnline.com
755 W Rancho Vista Blvd, Palmdale, CA 93551

$99/month

Braces for

http://www.MyKidsDentistOnline.com
mailto:Kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
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