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Nueva Superintendente

By Dr. Hasmik Danielian,
Superintendente

Class of 2016 graduation events
are quickly approaching! As I reflect
on the work that our students and
staff have done this year, there is
much to be proud of.

We celebrate our students who
honor us with state and national
recognition, including All-State
Honor musical ensemble members,
national Project Lead the Way gold
medalists and La Mirada Matadores’
first CIF State Division ITI-AA
Football Championship.

Our district has a steadfast
commitment to our strong
instructional programs that promote
college- and career-preparedness.
Our middle school magnet programs
are a great example of the ways in
which we are engaging students and
providing specialized curriculum
to help them reach their goals. The
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iSe acercan rapidamente los
eventos de graduacién de la
Clase de 2016! Hay mucho de qué
enorgullecerse al reflexionar sobre el
trabajo que nuestros estudiantes y el
personal han hecho este afio.

Celebramos a nuestros estudiantes
que nos honran con el reconocimiento
estatal y nacional, incluyendo
miembros del conjunto musical
All-State Honor, los medallistas de
oro nacionales de Project Lead the
Way y el primer Campeonato de
Ftbol de los Matadores de La Mirada
Federacién Interescolar de California
(CIF, por sus siglas en inglés) Divisién
Estatal ITII-AA.

Nuestro distrito tiene un
inalterable compromiso con nuestros
solidos programas educativos
que promueven la universidad y
la preparacion para una carrera.

Norwalk-La Mirada USD Superintendent Dr. Hasmik Danielian talks
with Edmondson Elementary student on the first day of school.

Board of Education Coffee or Tea with Dr. D

See SUPERINTENDENT ® Page 13 See SUPERINTENDENTE ® Page 13

As we enter into the year
of 2016, we will continue to
focus on our commitment to
prepare our students for success
in school, college, career, and
beyond. Engaging our students
in learning and preparing them
for the 21st Century is our
highest priority.

A medida que entramos
en el ano de 2016, vamos
a continuar enfocandonos
en nuestro compromiso
de preparar a nuestros
estudiantes para el éxito
en la escuela, universidad,
una carrera, y mas alla. La
participaciéon de nuestros

We are very grateful to the  Karen Morrison estudiantes en el aprendizaje y
Norwalk-La Mirada Community President su preparacién para el siglo 21

for the successful passage of
Bond Measure G. It has opened
the door for many opportunities
to upgrade and revitalize our
classrooms, playgrounds, athletic
fields and facilities.

In addition, we are committed
to high academic achievement and
a quality education for all students.

es nuestra prioridad mas alta.

Estamos muy agradecidos con la
Comunidad de Norwalk-La Mirada
por el exitoso paso de los Bonos de
la Medida G. Ha abierto la puerta
a muchas oportunidades para
actualizar y revitalizar nuestros
salones de clase, patios de recreo,
campos e instalaciones de atletismo.

We will accomplish this with our Ademads, estamos comprometidos NLMUSD Instructional Technology Coordinator Ernesto Centeno, Gardenhill Elementary Principal
continued support if technology con el alto rendimiento académico y Eileen Burkholder, Board of Education member Chris Pflanzer, Superintendent Dr. Hasmik Danielian,
integration, supporting the arts in una educacion de calidad para todos Board of Education President Karen Morrison and PTA Council President Jennifer Ervin

at first parent-superintendent forum held in November at Gardenhill Elementary School.

See Boarp orF Epucarion ® Page 13 (Please see page 3 for the article.)
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Ramona Head Start ».c scio0l

14616 Dinard Ave., Norwalk CA 90650 * 562/921-7610

Getting a Head Start

In February, the
Norwalk-La Mirada USD
celebrated 50 years of
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Head Start!
Begun in 1966
with just 40 preschool
Laurel Parker  Children, our program
Director today now has 815

preschoolers. This
year it added Early Head Start, which
serves 103 babies and toddlers, as
well as pregnant mothers. In 50 years
we have grown from 40 to over 900
children enrolled!

We marked this accomplishment with an event on February 26 which told
about the difference this program has made to our school. This included
speeches from a former Head Start child, a Head Start parent, and staff
members. In addition, school board members, Superintendent Dr. Danielian,
the LACOE Head Start Division Director Keesha Woods, and representatives
from our local elected officials were also on hand to acknowledge this great
achievement.

The event concluded with activities for children and families to help enjoy
and commemorate the day. We thank our local businesses and community
partners who helped make this event possible.

HEAD START
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Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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We are so glad to be publishing
the excellence from the NLMUSD
again. We published for five years
and took a break while your new
superintendent settled in. We are
excited to bring you the good news
March, May, October, December.and
begin again in February next year.

It is an exciting time to be a
student and you get to read about the
programs and activities directly from
the classroom.

Be sure to enter the Word Search
on page 14, which is open to all ages.

Our next issue is May 4.
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Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School District

Preschool Programs

High Quality Free Preschool
Preescolar de alta calidad gratis

Now Providing Services to Families Living in Norwalk, La Mirada and Areas of Downey
Ahora presta servicios a las familias que viven en Norwalk, La Mirada y zonas de Downey

l = U Head Start, Early Head Start and State Preschool are
pp y OW ij— offered across multiple sites. Home base or center base

.P,p\

options are offered to 0-5 year olds beginning in July
and August. Classes are currently being filled.
Ofrecemos una variedad de programas y escuelas.

Home Base, clases para nifios de 0 a 5 afios,

las clases empiezan en julio y agosto.

Las clases se llenan rapido.

Aplique ahor,
2016 - 2017

Monday - Friday
lunes a viernes
7:45am - 4:00pm
Ramona School Office
14616 Dinard Avenue
Norwalk, CA 90650
(562) 623-7127
www.nlmusd.org/preschool
License#1915708262, 191595830, 198009691, 1980096931, 198013724, 191500784, 198015222, 198015619, 198013856

We toilet train too!
iLes ensenamos a usar el bafio!

We welcome children with disabilities!
iAceptamos ninos con necesidades especiales!

/ We offer services to expectant women!
Tk iOfrecemos servicios a las mujeres embarazadas!

The programs serve all eligible children regardless of sex, race, religion, ethnicity,
or disabilities, and refrain from religious instruction or worship.

Estos programas sirven a todos los nifos elegibles, sin importar raza, sexo o
incapacidad, y no proporcionamos instruccion religiosa.
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SoutheaSt Academy

12940 E. Foster Rd., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/809-6237 * www.nimusd.org

Monthly Superintendent-Parent Forums

When Superintendent Dr. Hasmik Danielian reached out to Norwalk-La
Mirada PTA Council President Jennifer Erwin at the beginning of the school
year, she was looking for the best way to partner with PTA and with parents in
their children’s education.

“She was interested in hearing parents’ ideas, answering their questions and
addressing any concerns,” Erwin said.

Failure is Not an Option

Achievement continues to be high priority at Southeast
Academy High School. Cadets have once again demonstrated
outstanding academic performance. Over 50 percent of our
upperclassmen are enrolled in multiple advance placement (AP)

Erwin was thrilled with the interest the District’s new leader expressed classes, with the opportunity to earn college credit. At the end
in understanding parent perspectives. She proposed a platform to dialogue of first semester, 63 percent of our student body earned special
directly with parents in the form of the monthly gatherings at schools around MSgt Marty Schafer  T©CO8NIition for earning a 3.0 grade-point average or higher.

the District. Director Many of our seniors have been receiving acceptance letters

The first in what have become known as “Coffee or Tea with Dr. D” forums to attend the college of their choice. Two seniors have received
was held in December at Gardenhill Elementary School in La Mirada. More than nominations from Congresswomen Linda Sanchez’s office to attend West
30 parents from schools in both La Mirada and Norwalk attended the event Point and the Naval Academy. One senior has been awarded a $180,000 ROTC
where they gained an understanding of the District’s key focus areas. Board of scholarship. Our instructional staff cares for our cadets, providing them with
Education Vice President Karen Morrison and Board Member Chris Pflanzer guidance
also attended. and

Audience members nodded in agreement as Superintendent Danielian mentorship
elaborated on three key District priorities: through

e High quality teaching and learning everyday inside and outside classrooms; effective

e Research-based practices for academic and social success of all students; and teaching and

e College and Career Readiness — Pre-k to Adults. instruction.

“We have wonderful parents in our District, and they have great ideas!” said Southeast
Danielian. “Through these important conversations, we are empowering our Academy
parents to further engage in their students’ education, as we know that is a key High School
element in student success.” continues

to have 100

In addition to an open Q&A, each forum features a specific topic of percent
discussion of high interest to parents, such as Cyber Bullying and Campus graduation
Safety and Security. rate. Failure

“These forums are a great way to become informed and gain confidence as is not an
parents,” Erwin said. “I encourage everyone to come to each monthly meeting, option!

and to bring more parents with them.”

Auto Loans .
to fit your Needs. .

Upcoming Forums:

Thursday, March 17 6 -8 p.m. Los Coyotes Middle School, La Mirada h ﬁ
- - Camino Federal Credit Union has an auto loan just for you: l ‘
Tuesday, April 12 9-11am. Morrison Elementary, Norwalk : e : :
: + Getting Started if this is your first auto loan
Tuesday, May 10 9-11am. Escalona Elementary, La Mirada - Second Chance for those with credit challenges.
Thursday, June 2 3-5pm. Waite Middle School, Norwalk + Nearly New Auto Loan for original owners and

loans looking for a better rate
+ Auto Loan with great rates
Stop by and speak with a Member Advisor to

find out which auto loan is best for you or
call (562) 293-1500 for more information.

You can also apply for an auto loan online
at caminofcu.org.

After all, we’re in this together.
The journey is ours.
That’s the Camino Way.

Offering Low-Cost

5 EAST —
R O FJ Adult Classes in:
CNA, Dental Assisting, Medical Assisting, f

Proud Partners of Pharmacy Technician, Surgical Technician,
Norwalk-La Mirada Medical Billing & Coding, and Welding.

Federal Credit Union
www.caminofcu.org

Unified School District El Camino High < John Glenn High Ang

12940 E. Foster Rd La Mirada ngh ° Norwalk H|gh 183rd Street
Norwalk, CA 90650 Southeast Academy High to g et e r s S0

. 3 2
Cerritos Branch South Street ©

. . Ve Ips) 11417 South Street Del Amo Bivd
Please call for more information @ a7 i

W
dley Ro:

Pioneer Bivd

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA  LENDER Facebook.com/CaminoFederalCreditUnion (562) 293'1 500

(562)860-] 927 ext_l 000 ° www_southeastrop_org *Offer excludes all loans already financed at Camino Federal Credit Union. Certain restrictions apply. See branch

for details. © 2016 Camino Federal Credit Union. All rights reserved.
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Adult School

15711 Pioneer Blvd., Norwalk CA 90650 * 562/868-9858
15920 Barbata Rd., La Mirada, CA 90638 * 714/670-9279 * www.nlmas.org

English Language Classes—Free!
English as a second language (ESL)
students at the Norwalk-La Mirada
Adult School have many opportunities
to build valuable career skills as they
increase their language mastery.
Students in ESL classes frequently
Sharon Renfro  o1aborate on projects that require
Todd research, writing and the use of
Director .
technology. Completed projects are
presented to colleagues, giving students important
speaking practice, and teachers are continually
coaching and supporting students as they become
more comfortable with these activities and confident
in their abilities. In addition to regular ESL classes,
both adult school sites offer pronunciation and
fluency classes as well as ESL in a distance-learning
format. A computer basics for ESL learners course is
also available at our Norwalk campus.
These classes provide easy access for students
to gain important skills, and best of all, these
classes are free! Join us and take advantage of this
outstanding learning opportunity at the Norwalk-La
Mirada Adult School!

An ESL student practices her persuasive argument skills with classmates.

Corvallis MS Arts & Technology Magnet DOHand Elementary School

11032 Leffingwell Rd., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/868-2678 * www.nlmusd.org 15021 S. Bloomfield Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/921-9934 « www.nImusd.org

Dual-Language Learning

One of the many valuable offerings at Dolland Elementary
School is our Dual-Language Program. Some students start
at Dolland with little or no English knowledge, and they are
expected to compete and succeed at the same level as our
English-speaking natives. To support these students and help
them acquire English, we begin by building a strong foundation

Spring Fun

Exciting things are happening at Corvallis. The STEAM
Magnet (science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics)
is in full swing.

This year, we added two engineering Project Lead the Way
classes: automation and robotics, and design and modeling. Both
are helping prepare our students for high school pathways as well

Bob Easton as college and careers. Lorena Sierra in their primary language.
Principal Our College and Career Center, which is serving as a district Principal Students participate in the program at the start of
model, is also going strong. In the Career Center, students are kindergarten and receive the majority of their instruction in
able to investigate career interests, learn about college majors, and discover Spanish. Gradually, students transition into receiving more of their instruction
which universities offer programs that support these goals. Using online tools, in English. By the time the participating students are in fourth and fifth
the students are also able to store resources and keep track electronically! grades, they receive 50 percent of their instruction in Spanish and 50 percent

in English. The goal for these students is to complete the program and become
fully fluent and academically proficient in both languages.

We have had much success with our program. By the end of elementary
school, many of our participating students are awarded ribbons for
achieving age-appropriate bi-literacy. To earn the award, students must pass
the California Standards Tests in English language arts and Spanish at the
proficient level. In addition, students are required to complete a written paper
in two languages.

We are proud of our Dual-Language Program and the students who earn this
recognition. We know it is opening their lives to an enriching future.

Go, Huskies!

Be sure to join us for upcoming performances of Disney’s Beauty and the Thank y0|.| for rea ding SCh 0 0’ News!

Beast, which opens on May 12, and our always popular Pop’s Concert on June 2,
as well as our spring dance, guitar, and choir performances!

4 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM
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Benton MS Visual & Performing Arts Magnet
15709 E. Olive Branch Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638 ¢ 562/943-1553 « www.nlmusd.org

Connecting Students to College
Benton Middle School continues

to foster a college-going culture

- on campus. In every classroom,

< teachers highlight their college

experiences with personal

LI
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il» stories and décor, as a means —
Dr. Michael  to emphasize the importance of
Gotto college. Benton’s Advancement Via

Principal Individual Determination (AVID)
program continues to flourish,
with 12 percent of the student population in the
yearlong AVID elective. College fieldtrips provide
students with first-hand accounts of the college
environment.

In an effort to extend opportunities for
students, Benton hosted a PSAT Night for all
eighth-graders and their parents at La Mirada
High School in February. Benton partnered
with the Princeton Review to distribute scores,
share score interpretation, and discuss college
preparation and financial planning. Additionally,
Benton students and parents had an opportunity
to meet La Mirada High School counselors and
administrators, to provide a seamless transition
to the next step in the students’ academic
journey.

Benton makes connecting students to college *
a priority. Benton AVID students are excited for their college

visit to the University of Southern California (USC).

Chavez Elementary School

12110 E. Walnut St., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/868-3565 * www.nlmusd.org
These free performances conclude a five-week residency program in which

Opus of Pride teaching artists from the opera taught students their roles in opera while
Our Chavez Mission is to inspire and empower all students to classroom teachers integrated opera into studies of history, geography, human
= high achievement. We believe that students can flourish and feel rights and more.
.@r 4 empowered by
" preparing them
‘% academically
and empowering
Gabriela them with
Galvez-Reyna  opportunities
Principal to express
themselves
through the arts.

The Chavez staff has dedicated
extra time to this mission, and
we are very proud to say that
this year, a Los Angeles opera
company has reached out to us
for the fifth year to participate
in their program. The fourth-
and fifth-grade students of Mrs.
Barron, Ms. Townsend and

Ms. Montoya will perform with .
professionals from the company

here in our own school for all of s

our students to enjoy.

Chavez students practicing their parts of the opera along with some of the LA Opera performers.
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DUHGS Elementary School

12726 Meadow Green Rd., La Mirada, CA 90638 * 562/943-6734 « www.nlmusd.org

Celebrating Student Contributions

Dulles Elementary School is a positive place to be! Our
character education program fosters exemplary academic and
social behavior.

Both in the classroom and on the playground, our students
show respect for each other, our staff, and our school. Dulles has
a successful school-wide positive behavior program that increases
academic performance, improves safety, and establishes a
positive school environment. Introducing, modeling, and
reinforcing positive social behavior are important aspects of a
student’s educational experience.

We have adopted the key word CARE as the foundation of this program: Care
about safety; Achieve your best; Respect yourself and others; and Embrace
responsibility. When students are caught “CAREing,” they receive a reward slip
from a Dulles staff member. These reward slips are then put into a raffle box in
the office. Every month a raffle is held at our CARE assembly to recognize these
students’ efforts.

Dulles also has a safe, exciting, and welcoming playground through our
PlayWorks program. Our PlayWorks staff is outstanding in how they nurture
responsible student leaders who encourage everyone to participate in organized
games at recess and lunch. On the playground our students feel safe and
included. They are a part of the action, where everyone belongs, has fun, and is
a part of the game!

Our Student of the Month program also acknowledges those children who
exhibit the kind of positive character traits we foster at Dulles. Each month our
teachers recognize one student in their classroom who exemplifies the showing
of respect, responsibility, good citizenship, kindness, etc.

Through these CARE, PlayWorks, and Student of the Month programs, we
love to celebrate our students for their contributions to our school’s wonderful
educational environment. This is “The Dulles Difference.”

Robin Padget
Principal

EdmOHdSOH Elementary School

15121 S. Grayland Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/864-9501 * www.nlmusd.org

Character Counts
Edmondson
Elementary School
is proud to say
that our students
P have been learning
what it takes to
be citizens with
good character.
Our school uses
an excellent program called
Character Counts to teach the six
pillars of character.

This month’s trait is
responsibility. Edmondson’s
student council performed a
short play based on responsibility
during last Friday’s Eagle Pride
Assembly. Our stellar student
council advisor, Mrs. Mayorga,
wrote and directed the skit,
which was a huge hit! Edmondson
students and visiting parents
all loved it! It was a creative
approach to teaching students
about the different ways we can
be responsible for our actions at
school.

Jacob Muiiiz
Principal

E aStWOOd Elementary School

15730 Pescados Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638 * 714/521-6480 * www.nlmusd.org

Technology for All

Eastwood Elementary School students use technology to
support and extend learning. All students, kindergarten through
fifth grade, have daily access to computers and electronic tablets.
Technology is used during initial instruction, intervention
sessions, student projects, and homework.

Teachers use technology to differentiate instructions in small-
group and individual learning settings. Our youngest readers
and writers complete work using word processing skills and
can navigate through tablet applications and Web sites to find
their prescribed practice areas and skill levels. Across the grade levels, many
students are using technology to increase their content knowledge. Keynote
presentations, research reports, and published text are just a few of the exciting
student projects enhanced by technology.

Students are using technology to access programs which develop critical
thinking, problem solving, and creative expression skills. At Eastwood, we use
technology to personalize learning, maximize student engagement and extend
the learning beyond the classroom walls.

Yvette Cantu
Principal

Eastwood School has two computer labs.

Edmondson Elementary School’s Student Council 2015-2016.”
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El Camino High School

14625 Keese Dr., Whittier, CA 90604 * 562/944-0033 * www.nlmusd.org

Bringing Math to Life

The E1 Camino High School math teachers have spent
the school year working with our district’s math consultant,
Guillermo Mendieta. Together, the group has designed engaging
lessons that encourage the students to solve and explain
challenging math concepts. Once a lesson has been designed, the
teachers present it to the class while the principal observes and

E Scalona Elementary School

15135 Escalona Rd., La Mirada, CA 90638 * 714/521-0970 * www.nlmusd.org

Escalona Eagles Have Heart

February is American Heart Month. But this doesn’t just refer
to the hearts that we give to loved ones on Valentine’s Day. It
refers to the one that keeps us alive!

Educating the whole child is part of our mission. This means
that in addition to following an academic curriculum, we also
strive to instill positive values and life-long habits to help our

Bill Seals provides feedback. Bonnie Lytle  Students lead longer, healthier, and more productive lives.
Principal Recent trainings have focused on topics such as integers, Principal When we pair support of healthy living with a community
slope, solving multiple step equations, and graphing inequalities. service project, we have much to celebrate when it’s an event like
It is our goal to connect difficult math concepts to a meaningful story, which “Jump Rope for Heart.” This activity allows students to engage in fun exercise

while also supporting the American Heart Association with monetary pledges.
These pledges help lead the fight against cardiovascular disease through
awareness efforts, education, and the funding of medical research.

Our Eagles have shown how strong their hearts are with a collective
donation of $10, 859 04. Escalona Eagles are soaring high!

the students can play in their heads. These stories will help to make math come
alive.

Escalona students gain air during their Jump Rope for Heart event.

Teachers Dan Perez, Paula Leahy, Steve Spagnolo, and Kathy Pham (not pictured)
work together to solve slope problems.

GaI‘ denhlﬂ Elementary School

The math department looks forward to continuing our relationship with 14607 E. Gardenhill Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638 * 562/944-6128 * www.nimusd.org

Guillermo for many years to come.

Project Lead the Way

At Gardenhill, we are engineers! Gardenhill kindergarten
through fourth-grade teachers have chosen to embrace the
“Project Lead the Way” (PLTW) program at the elementary level.
We pioneered the first PLTW modules that matched the new

FOSter Road Elementary School

13930 Foster Rd., La Mirada, CA 90638 * 562/921-9908 * www.nlmusd.org

Pouring Our NGSS science standards.
Hearts Into It H’DU %WH EM f: Students use technology, math, science and the engineering
At Foster Road ‘? Eileen process to solve real-world problems. This exciting program has
Elementary School, o E‘H‘:‘. £ {.L'n‘_rj i Burkholder our kindergarten students using structural-engineering skills
the month of Principal to design a home for the Three Little Pigs, first-graders solving
| February brought environmental-engineering questions using their knowledge of
f an opportunity to light and sound, and much, much more. Grade levels are enjoying the design
salvador promote healthy process in which they ask, explore, model, evaluate, and explain.
Villagomez lifestyles. Teachers : | Stu@ents
Principal provided lessons and are using
activities to give our their skills in
students a greater awareness of the area of
how to build a strong heart. felgise\ferance
o design

We also involved our community
by participating in Jump Rope for
Heart. It is Foster Road’s first year
partnering with the American
Heart Association. We ended our
fund-raising efforts with a day
filled with exercise and fun as

and redesign
their plans
and models.
Children are
loving science,
are thinking

" Foster Road students increase awareness of

we jumped rope on February 12. heart health through academic lessons, physical critically,
PTA also sponsored an afterschool activities, and creating posters. and are .
Valentine’s Day Dance to celebrate our efforts. collaborating
At Foster Road, great things happen when we pour our hearts into it! Fourth grade female engineers test their designed like never
safety restraints and vehicle for effectiveness. before!
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GlaZieI‘ Elementary School

10932 E. Excelsior Dr., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/863-8796 » www.nlmusd.org

Long Live Performing Arts!

At Glazier Elementary, all students in transitional
kindergarten through fifth grade receive a high-quality visual
and performing-arts program. Gladiators explore the visual arts
and history through Meet the Masters, in which students discover
a biographical history of featured artists and create personal
works of art inspired by these artists. Come and visit classrooms

Jean Grabowski  tO see the creative hands of our Gladiators!
Principal

Board of Education Vice President, Sean Regan, visits Glazier to
celebrate our after school flutes and choir program.

Glenn High School

13520 Shoemaker Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/868-0431 « www.nimusd.org

Spring Events

As the second semester began, the John Glenn High School
Class of 2016 were all finalizing their college applications and
receiving acceptance letters in preparation for life after high school.

In early October, the entire Class of 2016 took the SAT test
and earned some outstanding scores, which qualified them for
CSU and UC admittance, as well as entrance to private colleges
Greg Pucdia throughout the country.

Principal The Class of 2017 is now preparing for the Spring Break
College Road Trip with the JGHS college and career counselor.
Students will travel to schools in Central and Northern California, which
includes UC Santa Barbara, UC Santa Cruz, UC San Francisco, UC Berkeley, and
UC Davis. The Class of 2017 will also participate in free SAT prep this spring in
an effort to improve their SAT scores.

Incidentally, all students who take an Advanced Placement exam this spring
will receive 100 percent support for payment of their fees.

Our Project Lead the Way and TCAP students have been participating in multiple
competitions this winter, including Skills USA and the Society of Manufacturing
Engineers Conference. JGHS will also sponsor a Vex Robotics Competition this month,
with over 30 schools competing in multiple disciplines. Students in all of our pathways
will also participate in the Norwalk Education Alliance Mock Interviews in March.

Winter sports are completing their respective seasons. Athletes in soccer,
basketball, and wrestling did an excellent job of representing John Glenn
in Suburban League competition. Wrestling qualified for the team CIF
Tournament, and most of the team qualified for individual CIF meet.

The JGHS Drama program put up their winter show called A 4th Grade
Presents. The show was a big hit. They hope to qualify for the State and
National Thespian Festivals with this incredible group of actors and
technicians. The JGHS Band also had an incredible winter, winning multiple
marching band competitions around Southern California.
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Teachers engage in visual arts professional development to prepare to teach our Gladiators.

During the school day, our students explore music, using a variety of
instruments from bells to recorders to world percussion. In our after-school
programs, students have an opportunity to experience the joys of choir,
connect music and movement with our Rhythm Crew, or act and sing in our
musical-theater programs. This year, our aspiring thespians will be showcasing
their musical and acting talents at Excelsior Auditorium with a phenomenal
production of Peter Pan Jr. Mark your calendars to celebrate our musical
theater program on May 20!

HutChlnS OIN MS Math, Science, Technology Magnet

13900 Estero Rd., La Mirada, CA 90638 * 562/944-3268 * www.nlmusd.org

Inspiring Future Scientists

Hutchinson’s emphasis on math, science, and technology
extends beyond our engineering classes.

In our daily science classes, students tackle the Next
Generation Science Standards that require the application of
science knowledge to real-world situations. Students participate
in regular labs and experiments, and engage in problem-solving
and critical thinking tasks as they explore a variety of science

Sara Siemens ) ; )
Principal and engineering concepts. Through hands-on science lessons,

the students also address major world challenges like generating
sufficient clean energy, as well as solve problems of global
environmental change.
The students recently explored individual areas of interest when they
participated in our recent science fair. They developed predictions, conducted

experiments,
collected data,
and presented
their results
to a panel of
judges. Sixteen
top science and
engineering
projects are
now advancing
to the Los
Angeles
County

] _ j Science and
6th Grader, Johnathan Mitri advances to the Los Angeles County Science ~ Engineering
and Engineering Fair where he will demonstrate his Unit Conversion App.  [Fair in March.
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J OhIlStOIl Elementary School

13421 S. Fairford Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/864-2508 * www.nimusd.org

Learning Outside the Classroom

My name is Angela Togia, and I am the new principal at D.D.
Johnston Elementary School. It’s been an exciting six months as
part of the Johnston community. For the 2015-2016 school year,
the Johnston staff and PTA made a commitment to provide all of
our students with educational fieldtrip experiences.

Our kindergarten and first-grade students visited Kidseum,
“a high-tech and interactive children’s museum with a focus
on igniting imagination through exploration.” Our second- and
third-graders visited the Discovery Cube, whose mission is to
“inspire and educate young minds through engaging, science-based programs.”
Johnston’s fourth- and fifth-graders were excited when they visited the
Columbia Memorial Space Center, “a hands-on learning center dedicated to
bringing the wonder
and excitement
of science and
innovation to
audiences of all ages
and backgrounds”
Students
programmed
arobot in the
facility’s robotics
lab.

These
experiences are
a fascinating
way to extend
learning beyond the
classroom.

Angela Togia
Principal

Johnston's Kindergarteners and 1st graders making Pinch Pots.

Lampton Elementary School

14716 Elmcroft Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/462-9273 « www.nlmusd.org
A Bird in the Hand...

Eighteen Lampton teachers are voluntarily attending
university-level courses covering life, earth and physical science.
On completion, they’ll earn science-education certifications.
These teachers have come back from each training session
inspired to bring science to life in their classrooms.

A great example occurred in fourth-grade. Lampton teachers
arranged for our fourth-graders to learn about the characteristics
of all living things from consultant Stan White. He also taught
them about the unique capabilities, habitats and specific needs
of birds and reptiles. Several
students earned lab coats
for mastering the lesson
content. They became “lead
scientists” who helped other
students as Mr. White taught
them how to safely handle
and feed cockatiels, doves
and tortoises.

The teachers extended
this experience with
additional study of living
things. Students concluded
their learning by creating
iPad video presentations
accessible via QR codes.

In the end, Lampton’s
fourth-graders learned that
a bird in the hand is worth
everything in the classroom!

Cindy Rayburn
Principal

Student during an explanation with doves and cockatiels.

COVERING THE NORWALK-LA MIRADA UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT

La Mirada High School

13520 Adelfa Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638 * 562/868-0431 « www.nlmusd.org

Matadore Speakers Shine

La Mirada High School would like to congratulate students
Alyssa Ortega Sanchez and Seong “Eric” Hwan Kang for their
participation in the Lions Club Speakers Contest, held at the
district office on February 3. Both speakers inspired and
captivated the audience with their responses to the speech
prompt, “Liberty and Justice for All: What Does It Mean to Me?”

Seong Hwan Kang, a sophomore, proved to be a true
competitor. Alyssa Ortega Sanchez, a senior who was recently
accepted to Humboldt State University, won first place with her
charismatic speech and went on to compete in March, representing Norwalk-La
Mirada Unified School District and the Lions Club Norwalk Chapter.

Darryl Brown
Principal

La Mirada High School students Alyssa Ortega Sanchez and Seong “Eric” Hwan Kang
honored at a recent school board meeting.

A big thank you goes out to Cathleen Jolley, one of our language arts
teachers, and Irene Rifilato, our college and career counselor, for providing
coaching for both students during lunch and after school. And thank you,
Alyssa and Eric, for exhibiting the true spirit of our student body. Go,
Matadores!

La Pluma Elementary School

14420 La Pluma Dr,, La Mirada, CA 90638 * 562/943-7104 « www.nlmusd.org

Each is Unique!

At La Pluma, we believe that each student is unique, and we
work hard to tap into that uniqueness by keeping The Arts in the
Hearts of our students! Thanks to our PTA and our district, our
students have had some inspiring experiences this year with art
and music.

Students attend music weekly with a credentialed music
teacher. In art class, you will see our students immersed in
understanding various forms of media as well as the history
behind the art. Thanks to our PTA partnership and the
great teaching of Mrs. Delatorre, our art teacher, many students have been
recognized at the LA County Fair, placing in many categories with their
beautiful creations.

To learn more about our art and music programs as well as other programs
at La Pluma, we invite you to visit us at our website.

Terry Pace
Principal
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LOS AllS OS MS Math, Science, Technology Magnet
14800 S. Jersey Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/868-0865 * www.nimusd.org

Magnet Programs Attract Students

Wow, what a wonderful evening! On January 20, Norwalk La-
Mirada Unified School District held its annual Magnet Fair. We
had a tremendous turnout, and Los Alisos Middle School received
numerous open enrollment applications.

Parents and students received information about many of
:J.' our wonderful programs. We highlighted our magnet program
Mike Garcia and our work with Project Lead The Way (PLTW). Parents and

Principal students were able to see our work with VEX and Lego Mind
Storm robotics. Student volunteers from our PLTW Medical

Detectives program demonstrated the dissection of a sheep’s brain. We also
highlighted our video production class. We were also able to highlight our Dual
Immersion Program. Students in dual immersion classes take half of their core
classes in Spanish and half in English. The students in this class are doing a
wonderful job and will be ready to ace the Advanced Placement Spanish exams
in high school.

MS Centurion Honors and

L 0S C Oyo t €5 Medical/Forensics Magnet

14640 Mercado Ave., La Mirada, CA 90638 * 714/739-2368 * www.nlmusd.org

Going Global

Exchange students from China visited LCMS during the last
week of January. These middle school-aged students were eagerly
greeted by students from our ASB, WEB (Where Everybody
Belongs), AVID (Advancement via Individual Determination), and
NJHS (National Junior Honor Society) groups.

Our LCMS students welcomed the visiting students, paired up
with them, and then took them everywhere for the week, such as
classrooms, nutrition, lunch, and after-school activities.

Not only did LCMS reach out to these students from China,
they also adopted a school in Nairobi, Kenya! Under the
leadership of student Julia Marks, our LCMS students from the NJHS and other
groups mobilized a team that facilitated a campus-wide recycling program for
student nutrition and lunch.

Knowing that every little bit will make a difference in the lives of those
children, the team kept up their efforts and raised $130 for the Tammy Agape
School.

1 |

/

Dr. Christina
Stanley
Principal
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LCMS students present the Tammy Agape school representative with the recycling donations.
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MOfﬁtt Elementary School

13323 S. Goller Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/864-3071 * www.nlmusd.org

Maureen Bixby
Principal

AVID Elementary

Moffitt Elementary has embarked on a new journey with our
fourth- and fifth-graders! We believe that if students work hard,
are taught a rigorous curriculum, and are provided organizational
skills early, we can start them on the right course and begin to
prepare them for college in elementary school.

All fourth- and fifth-grade classrooms are embedding AVID
(Advancement via Individual Determination) instruction
throughout their day. Moffitt has developed a site plan that
teaches our students AVID organizational tools through the use of

binders, agendas, and two- and three-column notes. We're developing a growth
mindset and teaching the skills necessary to become successful students!
Fifth-graders will be visiting colleges and participating in events and activities
that encourage leadership and enable them to take ownership of their own
learning and futures! Moffitt is excited to provide our students with these valuable
tools and opportunities to build a strong academic foundation. Go Mustangs!
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Moffitt’s AVID site team planning for instruction.

NeW River Elementary School

13432 S. Halcourt Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/868-9848 * www.nimusd.org

David Hoffman
Principal

Embracing Change

Much has changed here at New River Elementary School this
year. In addition to several newly acquired teachers and student
support staff, the entirety of the front office team is new to their
positions, including the new site principal, David Hoffman. Mr.
Hoffman comes to us with eight years of principal experience in
the Redondo Beach and Beverly Hills Unified School Districts.

With all of this change comes much excitement and
enthusiasm for where New River is going in the future. Through
the Professional Learning Community (PLC) process, the staff

has begun the process of team building as never before. Soon they will be
creating and presenting new vision and mission statements for the school.
Teamwork is ultimately what is going to move us forward in becoming a true
21st-century learning environment.

Recognizing the importance of partnering with parents and family in a
supportive and innovative school culture, New River is looking to restructure
and grow its PTA in both size and positive impact, so we are turning a vacant
classroom into our new PTA and parent center. Keep an eye out for ways in
which you can get more involved.

Change is often challenging and at times disruptive. We at New River have
chosen to embrace the change, celebrate the influx of new ideas, and strive
to work together to build on the wonderful foundation that exists and create
a model school, of which the district and the community will be exceptionally

proud.

COVERING THE NORWALK-LA MIRADA UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT

MOITiS ONN Eiementary School

13510 S. Maidstone Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/868-9878 * www.nlmusd.org

Rudy Gonzalez
Principal

Y= AR E®
Al

2nd graders work with oil pastels to paint
Marc Chagall’s whimsical Enchanted Villages.

The Arts Continue

Our students are enjoying the Meet the Masters experience
again this year, continuing our tradition of working with the
visual arts to further enhance learning in the classroom. We
begin with multimedia assemblies using artwork, realia, and
music, where the children learn about the lives and works of
three master artists. This year, students in first through fifth
grades are learning about Marc Chagall, Michelangelo, and Paul
Cezanne.

Once the
children have a
true connection
to the artists, it is
time to introduce
the techniques
that made their art
revolutionary. Back
in the classroom, our
teachers are provided
with materials to lead
the students on a
step-by-step journey
through an art
project, often in the
same medium, style
or subject matter as
the master artists.

Through this
program, our
students discover
their creativity
while developing
confidence in their
own abilities. These
beautiful creations are
displayed throughout
our school.

{yen 1o

Norwalk High School

11356 E. Leffingwell Rd., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/868-0431 » www.nlmusd.org

>

Dr. Ryan Smith
Principal

Something for Everyone

It’s hard to believe that we have finally entered the second half
of the 2015-2016! Believe it or not, we are already planning for the
2016-2017 school year, and are looking forward to welcoming the
Class of 2020. One of the best things about Norwalk High School
is the tremendous numbers of ways that students can build a
connection with our school community. We pride ourselves on
offering a vast array of programs that foster rigorous learning
opportunities in the areas of academics, arts, activities, and
athletics. Here are a few things that make Norwalk High School
unique:

e We offer 3 Project Lead the Way pathways — Biomedical Science, Computer
Science, and Engineering.

e We are the only NLMUS school to offer Mandarin as a World Languages choice.

e Qur arts program has earned numerous awards and accolades in the areas
of Band, Choir, Drama, Dance, Visual Arts, and Culinary Arts.

e Our sports teams compete every year in the competitive Suburban League,
and have won numerous league titles and make the CIF playoffs on a
regular basis.

e We offer nearly 40 clubs to meet every student interest.

As you can see, Norwalk High School has something for everybody, and

there has never been a better time to be a Lancer!
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NUffer Elementary School SanCheZ Elementary School

14821 S. Jersey Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/868-3788 * www.nlmusd.org 11960 E. 162nd St., Norwalk, CA 90650 * 562/926-2365 * www.nlmusd.org

Watch DOGS

Here at John H. Nuffer Elementary, we have started the Watch
DOGS (Dads of Great Students) program. Our volunteer dads get
a chance to spend the day helping in the classroom, patrolling
the campus, playing at recess and having lunch with their own
children. This month, some of those concepts include but are not

In an effort to help build student achievement, we sought out S = limited to learning to differentiate beat and rhythm using
help from the heroes at home that usually defer to mom. Our dads Alicia Rubio different instruments in kindergarten, playing the tubano drums

Learning the Beat!

Music and the arts are integral parts of a balanced education.
Our students engage in outstanding music lessons each week.
Our instructor, Josue Orozco, teaches many concepts throughout
the days he’s here.

M,grl,(‘::,;:f ' play a huge role as the positive male role model that our students Principal with traditional African songs in first grade, identify different

need. We threw out the challenge to our dads to become involved instruments as well as advanced rhythm in second grade, playing
at school, and 53 dads and grandfathers responded by bringing their children and identifying different notes using boomwhackers as well as learning to sing
to a pizza night that introduced the Watch DOGS program. It didn’t end there— different pitches using solfege hand symbols in third grade, learning basic

we now have a Watch DOG on campus every day for the next three months! fingerlings and melodies on the recorder as well as different styles of music
e i, in fourth grade, and learning advanced melodies and playing duets on the
i recorders in

fifth grade.

So far,
students
have
performed
at our flag
assemblies
and during
the holidays.
It’s exciting
to see so
much talent
among our
students at
Sanchez musicians Sanchez!

Our Watch DOGS get some quality play time with our students!

W alte MS Careers Magnet
14320 S. Norwalk Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650 ¢ 562/921-7981 « www.nlmusd.org

Three Key Elements

Waite is proud of three key elements
to support a thriving middle-school
environment!

Advisory “houses” meet Wednesday
mornings. Sixth-, seventh- and eighth-

' graders unite for competitions, monitor
Dr. Susan agenda usage and GPAs, engage
Newcomb in character building, and explore
Principal academic pathways.

Retired counselors work with
primarily eighth-graders to act as peer mediators
to help guide students through conflicts,
misunderstandings and disagreements. Peer
mediators strategize with other students for effective
communication and productively resolving issues.
Students join through interest and also through
recommendation of teachers who see talents that
some students may have not identified in themselves.
This element builds leadership and confidence.

Our Positive Behavior Support (PBS) Store has
expanded, with a variety of products to purchase with
Panther Bucks. These are earned through efforts that
reinforce the character traits and environment we
strive to maintain.

Waite students act with Purpose, Achievement,
Nobility, Teamwork, Honesty, Encouragement,
Responsibility, and Success. Operating as PANTHERS
makes Waite a caring place to thrive!

Student leaders are entrusted to manage the PBS Store
after training from Teacher of the Year Frank Lemus.
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http://www.nlmusd.org
http://www.nlmusd.org
http://www.nlmusd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

SUPERINTENDENT ® F'rom Page 1

annual magnet school fair, held this year at the Excelsior Adult School
campus, allowed our students, teachers and principals to showcase
these programs so that families from within and outside of our district
could see for themselves what our magnet schools are all about.
NLMUSD’s magnet schools are the perfect transition into our high
school career pathways. This continues to be an area of focus for our
school district as they provide a coordinated pipeline of curriculum that

Dr. Hasmik

Nuestros programas escuelas magnet son un gran ejemplo de la forma en
que estamos cautivando a los estudiantes y proporcionando un curriculo
especializado para ayudarles a alcanzar sus metas. La feria anual escuelas
magnet se llevé a cabo en el campus de la Escuela de Adultos Excelsior,
permitié a nuestros estudiantes, maestros y directores mostrar estos
programas para que las familias dentro y fuera de nuestro distrito pudieran ver
por si mismos todo sobre nuestras escuelas magnet.

effectively prepares students to go on to higher education and careers Las escuelas magnet del NLMUSD son la transicién perfecta a
with the skills in high demand. I invite you to learn more about our Danielian nuestros caminos hacia una carrera de nuestras escuelas secundarias.
pathways at linkedlearning.nlmusd.org, Superintendent  Esto continua siendo un drea de enfoque para nuestro distrito escolar,

In our continued efforts to foster parent engagement, I am working in
partnership with the Norwalk-La Mirada PTA Council in co-sponsoring monthly
Superintendent-Parent forums. Everyone is welcome to these gatherings where
parents can ask me questions and engage in direct dialogue about important
issues, such as cyber-security and campus safety. The schedule for “Coffee or
Tea with Dr. D” meetings can be found at nlmusd.org.

We share our community’s excitement in witnessing the upgrade and
revitalization of our classrooms and facilities made possible by Measure G bond
funds. Our 2020 Learning Initiative to equip all classrooms with 21st century
technology is well underway. Measure G will make possible the completion of
this initiative that will have students engaged in even more meaningful ways in
the classroom. Our Board of Education has held public workshops, community
input sessions and has engaged in thoughtful discussions as they prioritized
projects to be funded to make the best use of our bond dollars. Upgrading air
conditioning and heating systems at all schools and the modernization of high
school athletic facilities are among the high priority projects in the design
phase now. We will keep everyone updated on the progress taking place.

This spring, we will be reaching out to key stakeholder groups to gather
input as we prepare our annual Local Control Accountability Plan (“LCAP”),
which will detail our specific academic goals and plan for attaining them.

It is an honor to serve as Superintendent for Norwalk-La Mirada Unified and
to work with such a committed group of staff, students, parents and community
allies!

12820 Pioneer Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650
562/868-0431
www.nimusd.org

ya que proporcionan un canal coordinado del curriculo que prepara a
los estudiantes de manera efectiva para continuar a una educacién superior y
carreras con las habilidades en gran demanda. Los invito a conocer méas acerca
de nuestros caminos en linkedlearning.nlmusd.org.

En nuestros continuos esfuerzos para fomentar la participacion de los
padres, estoy trabajando en colaboracion con el Consejo de PTA de Norwalk-

La Mirada en copatrocinar foros mensuales de Superintendente-Padres. Todos
estan invitados a estas reuniones en las cuales los padres me pueden hacer
preguntas y participar en un didlogo directo sobre cuestiones importantes,
como la seguridad cibernética y la seguridad en el campus. Pueden encontrar el
horario para las reuniones de “café o té con la Dra. D” en nlmusd.org.

Compartimos el entusiasmo de nuestra comunidad en ser testigos de la
actualizacion y revitalizacion de nuestros salones de clase y las instalaciones, hechos
posibles gracias a los fondos del bono Medida G. Nuestra Iniciativa de Aprendizaje
2020 de equipar todos los salones de clase con tecnologia del siglo 21 esta en marcha.
La Medida G hara posible la realizacion de esta iniciativa que tendra estudiantes
participando en formas mas significativas en los salones de clase. Nuestra Junta de
Educacion ha llevado a cabo talleres, sesiones publicas de opiniones de la comunidad
y se ha enfocado en discusiones de razonamiento, ya que priorizan los proyectos que
seran financiados para hacer el mejor uso de nuestros délares de bonos. Se encuentran
entre los proyectos de alta prioridad en la fase actual de disefo la actualizacion
de los sistemas de aire acondicionado y de calefaccion en todas las escuelas y la
modernizacion de las instalaciones de atletismo de las escuelas secundarias. Vamos a
mantener a todos al tanto sobre los avances que se llevan a cabo.

Esta primavera, al preparar nuestro Plan de Responsabilidad de Control
Local (“LCAP”) anual, estaremos comunicandonos con los accionistas claves
para reunir opiniones, que detallaran nuestras metas académicas especificas y
un plan para conseguirlas.

iEs un honor servir como Superintendente para Distrito Unificado de
Norwalk-La Mirada y trabajar con un grupo tan comprometido de personal,
estudiantes, padres y aliados de la comunidad!

Boarp or Epucarion ® F'rom Page 1

our school-wide curriculum, and increasing career
technical education opportunities

We will continue to actively involve our parents
and communities in the education of our young
learners. Together we will achieve the highest level
of success for every student.

los estudiantes. Vamos a lograr esto con el apoyo continuo de integracién de la tecnologia, el apoyo a las
artes en nuestro curriculo a través de todas las escuelas, y el incremento de las oportunidades de carrera
de educacién técnica.

Continuaremos involucrando activamente a nuestros padres y comunidades en la educacién de
nuestros aprendices jovenes. Juntos lograremos el nivel més alto de éxito para cada estudiante.

Board of Education

W 8
Karen Morrison
President

Sean Reagan
Vice President

Daryl Adams
Member

COVERING THE NORWALK-LA MIRADA UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT

Chris Pflanzer
Member

Margarita Rios
Member

Ana Valencia
Member

Jesse Urquidi
Member
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Isabella’s Book Review

A Page-Turner

Flexible Wings is Veda
Stamps’ first full-length novel.
The main character, Summer,
wants to be on a swim team,
but her parents are in the
military and move around
often. When she’s finally on a
team, she doubts if she wants
to participate. To make matters
worse, her mom is deployed! Dad says that
Grandma would come while Summer’s mom is
gone. Soon, Summer makes new friends, but
fights with her younger sister, Emiko. To make
up she throws a surprise party! But the party
becomes a disaster when Emiko is unable to
breath because of a bee sting. Emiko does get
better. Phew! The family survived this disaster,
but will they survive what lies ahead- without their mom!

I give this book 5 stars, because every page has an extraordinary family,
events, details and tragedies. This book is definitely a page-turner and will keep

Isabella A.

Lucy’s Book Review

Interestmg'

Finally

Author: Wendy Mass

Rory begins getting rid of
the things that remind her of
being a kid. She throws out her
stuffed bear, Throckmorton,
tears down Snoopy posters from =
her walls, and other things all '
because she can’t wait until
she’s twelve. She has a list of exactly what — =
she wants to do when she is twelve. Ride an = WENDY BASS
upside down roller coaster, wear makeup, get = CH—— ¥
a cell phone, and the list goes on and on. But
everything changes when she is saved from a
drain pipe.

This is a story about a girl that wants to grow up too fast. Throughout the
story she experiences things that help her realize that maybe being a kid a little
longer isn’t such a bad thing after all.

I give this book four bookworms out of five. It’s a good book. However, I
wasn’t rushing home to read it every day.

J‘,-_nm',h_,},

Lucy Davis

you reading until the end!

Isabella is a fourth grader who loves to write based on her experiences fictionalizing them into
stories that relate to young readers. Isabella wants to be an author of realistic fiction when she
grows up. She will rate the books 1 to 5 with 5 being the best.

Lucy Davis is a 4th grade student. Besides reading, she enjoys riding her bike, theatre, and
playing guitar. Lucy will rate the books 1 to 5 bookworms with 5 being the best.

Positive Words — Word Search Contest

Rules!  one word in the Iist is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put NLMUSD in the subject line)

Word Search Sponsored by Target History Tutoring
www.TargetedHistoryTutoring.com

Entries must be received by April 1, 2016
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.
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Note-ables

Owl Singalong

Adult Beluga Grads whose
younger lives were enriched by
Raffi’'s music will be very happy,
particularly if they’re parents,
teachers or involved in any way with
children. The beloved artist and children’s advocate emerged
from a 12-year hiatus in 2014 with his collection Love Bug, and
he’s following up with another planet- and child-centered theme
in Owl Singalong.

The album was inspired by Raffi’s little grandniece, Lucie, and her owl
stuffed toy and also by the chorus of live hooting critters in his backyard.
Those birds open the title song, a jaunty little melody inviting us to sing along.
Choruses of human children and one or two adults join in on standards such as
“The More We Sing Together” and other beloved songs that he’s monkeyed—or
verb-formed other animal species—with: “The Lion Pokey” and “The Dog on
the Bus” are rendered with Raffi’s brand of gentle silliness that has always
endeared him to children.

Raffi presents his versatile voice in so many different ways, whether
it’s imitating a gruff lion, crooning like Rudy Vallee on “See the Moon,” or
entertaining with Pete Seeger’s celebrated retelling of the South African
folktale “Abiyoyo.”

And as always, Raffi will leave gentle lessons for little Belugas and Grads of
any age: “Green Dream” is his wish for the future for all his young listeners.
And from “I'm Not Small”: “I carry the world on my back. When it turns, I'll
turn, too.”

So simple, so wise, and so very Raffi.

Kate Karp

Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

College 4 Less
Not Accepted To Your Dream School?

After the shock and disappointment fades there is a hidden
secret many discover.

Did you know with a little work you can go to any college you
want to? Pick a college, then work backwards. Sure you may have
been rejected once, maybe twice, but that shouldn’t keep you
from taking classes there.

Look online. Many times there are online courses even degree
programs available from your dream school. There are countless

-

L

Susan D.
Marshall
Consider a transfer program. Many community colleges have

transfer agreements and alliances with Universities. Find a transfer program
that gets you where you want to go.

Look into extension programs offered by your dream college or through your
community college. They may not be well advertised, but may be perfect for
your situation. Two of my children discovered these programs unexpectedly.
Although completely different programs; each program offered benefits that
couldn’t have been a better fit.

My daughter graduated after discovering the Pepperdine Graziadio School of
Business and Management. The program she selected allowed her to work full
time, attend classes in the evenings and on the weekends and offered a MJB option.
Many of the students in her courses were already CEO’s and business executives.

My son who always dreamed of and is now a commercial pilot, began
attending MT. SAC; a community college. He discovered that he could attend
classes on the Mt. San Antonio College campus every other Saturday and
graduate within four years with a Bachelors in Business Management/Aviation
Management from University of Southern Illinois.

Hidden treasures that may be just perfect for you.
Susan both educator and advisor specializes in college planning. She helps families save for and
pay for college. If you have questions you would like answered in a future article contact her at
Susan@College4Less.com or on her Web site at www.college4less.com

COVERING THE NORWALK-LA MIRADA UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT

stories of students starting their degree online and finishing on campus.

Los Angeles County Office of Education

9300 Imperial Hwy., Downey, CA 90242 * 562/922-6360 * www.lacoe.edu

Keeping Our Students Safe

Recent events have renewed the sense of urgency among
education communities in keeping our schoolchildren safe.

Shortly before the holidays, Long Beach school officials
received a terrorist threat — only two days after Los Angeles
Unified School District shut down its schools over a similar threat.

Both threats were later determined to be a hoax, but with the
memory of the San Bernardino attacks still fresh in everyone’s
mind, precautions had to be taken.

Del A:Itur:d D In our communities, school and public safety personnel have
Sngei;in(t’én de:n t. made progress in implementing school security protocols, but

there is — and may always be — more work to be done.

At the Los Angeles County Office of Education (LACOE), we have reviewed
security measures and discussed options to further enhance safety and
emergency preparedness.

We are also planning to hold a workshop to better prepare LACOE, as well as
districts and schools, in dealing with an active shooter situation.

In many cases similar to the San Bernardino tragedy, there was no pattern
or method to the selection of victims by an active shooter.

These situations are unpredictable and they evolve quickly, so we have
to raise awareness of behaviors that represent pre-incident indicators and
characteristics of active shooters.

LACOE has collaborated with community agencies in promoting school
safety. We help county K-12 schools comply with all local, state and federal
school safety laws.

We also offer workshops to train mental health professionals and other
school personnel in the recovery process after traumatic school events.

I hope that we can all continue to work together to keep our students safe
because it will take sustained commitment and resources from all of us to meet
this challenge.

Arturo Delgado, Ed.D., was appointed superintendent of the Los Angeles County Office of
Education in July of 2011. With headquarters in Downey, the Office is the nations largest
regional educational agency, providing a range of programs and services to support the county’s
80 public school districts and 2 million preschool and school-age children.
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Sales Team!

Work from Your Home
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Momentum builds over time.
You can automate your little one’s ScholarShare

529 College Savings Account plan contributions, SCHOLARSHARE

and adjust your contribution as you go. Head toward CALIFORNIA'S 526 el e
compound interest potential and tax-deferred savings
opportunity now. Get going. You can do this. scholarshare.com | 800.544.5248

this and other information. Read it carefully. Investments in the Plan are neither insured nor guaranteed, and there is a risk of investment loss. TIAA-CREF Tuition Financing, Inc., plan
manager. TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, member FINRA, distributor and underwriter for ScholarShare. The tax information contained herein is not intended to be
used, and cannot be used, by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding tax penalties. Taxpayers should seek advice from an independent tax advisor based on their own particular
circumstances. Non-qualified withdrawals may be subject to federal and state taxes and the additional federal 10% tax. Non-qualified withdrawals may also be subject to an additional 2.5% California
tax on earnings. Before investing in a 529 plan, consider whether the state where you or your Beneficiary resides has a 529 plan that offers favorable state tax benefits that are available if you invest in

that state’s 529 plan. (28480

I o (onsider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses before investing in the ScholarShare College Savings Plan. Visit ScholarShare.com for a Plan Disclosure Booklet containing
CREF

Financial Services


http://scholarshare.com
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