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Monrovia USD to Offer Renowned Computer Science Program
The creators 

of Code To The 
Future, the nation’s 
leading Computer 
Science Programs 
for K-12 schools, will 
be bringing their 
Computer Science 
Immersion Program 
to Monrovia Unified 

School District beginning in Fall 2016.
The White House recognized 

Code To The Future as the leader in 
Computer Science Magnet Schools 
in January 2016. “I am thrilled that 
the leaders in Computer Science 
Education have selected our district 
to be among the first in Los Angeles 
County to offer this unique approach 
to education,” said Katherine 
Thorossian, Monrovia Unified School 
District Superintendent. 

“We’re honored by the selection.”
The partnership comes as a small 

but growing number of schools 
around the country are using 
Computer Science and games like 
Minecraft to help students learn 
everything from math to language 
skills. In doing so, they leverage the 
explosive popularity of a game that 
has surpassed 100 million registered 
users. 

Andrew Svehaug, CEO of Code To 
The Future, is familiar with the use 
of Minecraft, having worked closely 
with the COO of Mojang (makers of 
Minecraft) on a joint-presentation 

Dr. Katherine 
Thorossian
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about this movement in London, and having presented to U.S. Department of 
Education executives in a TEDx talk in April at Qualcomm Headquarters.

The Monrovia Unified School District is helping to lead the way in 
capitalizing on Computer Science’s potential as a teaching tool. In teaming 
up with Code To The Future, the district is offering two Computer Science 
Immersion Programs beginning in August that use Minecraft and other new 
technology to create a cutting-edge learning environment for students.

Code To The Future officials decided to visit Monrovia after meeting district 
officials and hearing about what was happening in the district. The partnership 
will result in the concentration of computer science programs at Plymouth 
and Mayflower Elementary Schools, where every student, from kindergarten 
through grade five, will have an opportunity to develop coding skills as part of 
the daily curriculum. 

A Gallup poll released in August reports that over 90% of parents in the 
United States desire more computer science education opportunities for their 
students, but only 6% of U.S. School Leaders perceive this demand. 

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that there will be a 1 million job 
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gap by 2020, with American students 
being unprepared for the skills that 
American companies are demanding.

“Monrovia is taking strong 
steps to become a leading district 
for Computer Science,” Svehaug 
said. “We are looking forward to 
partnering with the Monrovia team.” 

Parents interested in learning 
more about the new Computer 
Science Schools can contact Jennifer 
Maljian, Instructional Coach with the 
Monrovia Unified School District, at 
626-471-2039.

About the Monrovia  
Unified School District 

The Monrovia Unified School 
District represents 9 schools and 
just under 6,000 TK-12 students, 
in addition to their pre-school and 
adult education. The district’s use 
of innovation in the classroom 
has earned recognition from the 
California School Boards Association, 
the Campaign for Business and 
Educational Excellence, and the 
California Department of Education. 
Its Computer Science Schools will 
be among the first in LA County, 
and will use digital learning to 
help students with a wide range of 
subjects. The district’s innovative 
approach to education has resulted 
in a membership in a League of 
Computer Science School Districts 
comprised of national leaders in this 
space.

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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This is our third year publishing 
the excellence from the Monrovia 
Unified School District and the good 
news never ends. Superintendent 
Thorossian begins this issue with 
information about the renowned 
computer science program. You 
will also read about Leave No Cub 
Behind, WATCH DOGS, College 
Bound and so much more.

Don’t forget to enter our Word 
Search Contest on page 7.

Our next issue is January 11. Until 
then have a Happy Thanksgiving, 
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!

Neta Madison

Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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Attend an information meeting on November 17 
at 6 p.m. at any APU campus location.
Register today at apu.edu/education/meetings/.

Programs available online and at

locations throughout 
Southern California6

Now enrolling! 
Contact us today.

School of Education 
apu.edu/explore/education  |  (626) 815-4570
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Teachers See the  

Possibilities
In Jennifer Swanson’s high school English class, seniors master 
material that prepares them for college and careers, gaining 
writing and communication skills that will benefit them 
throughout their lives.

Arroyo High School, Expository English Class, Teacher: Jennifer Swanson ’96, M.A.Ed. ’99

Azusa Pacific’s School of Education prepares 
educators like Jennifer to see and cultivate the 
potential in every student. Graduates go on to 
make a lasting difference as creative, collaborative 
professionals and dedicated advocates for those 
they serve.

Advance your calling with a master’s or doctoral 
degree, credential, or certificate from a top 
Christian university and join a mentoring 
community of educators who will help you  
make an even greater impact.

School of Education 
programs offered:

Master’s Degrees
Educational and Clinical Counseling
Educational Counseling
Educational Leadership
Educational Psychology
Educational Technology
Learning and Technology
Physical Education
Special Education
Teaching

Certificates
BCBA
LPCC Respecialization in  

Clinical Counseling

Credentials
Mild/Moderate Disabilities Specialist
Moderate/Severe Disabilities Specialist
Multiple Subject Teaching
Single Subject Teaching
Preliminary Administrative Services
Clear Administrative Services
School Counseling
School Psychology

mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://apu.edu/explore/education
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Canyon Early Learning Center
1000 South Canyon Blvd., Monrovia, CA 91016 • 626/471-2001 • http://celc.monroviaschools.net

A Repertoire of Skills
The instructional focus at CELC is to support the development 

of executive function skills in young children. Executive 
function is the ability to control one’s behavior, and the ability to 
plan, implement, and complete an activity, as well as maintain 
attention and respond to feedback (from the National Institute 
for Early Education Research). The development of executive 
function provides children with the repertoire of skills they need 
to become effective learners.

We accomplish this by using evidence-based practices that 
promote young children’s emotional competence and self-

regulation. Teachers gather evidence and plan for the development of the 
children’s attention maintenance, self-comforting, curiosity, and initiative in 
learning, self-control of feelings and behavior, engagement and persistence, 
shared use of space and materials, and much more. 

Beginning in October, CELC will offer a six-week parent series entitled 
“Positive Solutions for Families.” It is based on work from the Center for Social 
and Emotional Learning Foundations, and will provide parents with evidence-
based strategies they can use in the home.

Mariana
Sanchez
Director

Bradoaks Elementary
930 East Lemon Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 • 626/471-2100 • http://bradoaks.monroviaschools.net

Fall Family Fun
Fall means family fun at Bradoaks Elementary School! The 

Bobcat calendar has been full of great community events. As 
usual, our flag ceremonies honoring student achievement have 
been well attended by our families. Children are being celebrated 
for their academics and citizenship.

We also had a huge turnout for our WATCH Dads Of Great 
Students (DOGS) kick off! Over 120 students and father figures 
came for dinner and time together. WATCH DOGS is a national 
volunteer organization that encourages fathers, grandfathers, and 

other male family members to get involved with their children’s education. Our 
WATCH DOGS volunteer around campus, showing our students that there are 
great male role models to look up to!

Bradoaks Bobcat BINGO was another awesome family event! Students and 
parents joined forces to have family time while Principal Dyrek rocked the 
mic! But the fall fun didn’t stop there. Our Fall Festival was a “spook –tacular” 
event, with food, games, face painting, music, and a haunted house.

Bradoaks continues to be a community-oriented school that is academically 
focused. Come visit us and see what we are all about.

Aimee Dyrek
Principal

Canyon Oaks H.S./Mountain Park/
Monrovia Community Adult

930 Royal Oaks Dr., Monrovia, CA 91016 • 626/471-3000 • www.MonroviaSchools.net

Naviance
The vision at Canyon Oaks High School and Mountain Park 

School is clear: “Enter to learn, go forth to earn.” Students are 
embracing our newest program and college-career planning 
tool called Naviance, which assists them in planning for life 
after high school. All students complete interest and personality 
assessments and utilize the results to explore college and career 
pathways. The college application process is also made simpler 
through various helpful features that are offered. The program 
completely supports our schools’ vision statement and our 
Mountain Lion’s are excited to plan for the future with Naviance!

Flint Fertig
Principal

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Clifton Middle School
226 South Ivy Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 • 626/471-2600 • http://clifton.monroviaschools.net

R. L. Nation:  
‘Leave No Cub Behind!’

Renaissance Leadership, 
otherwise known as R. L. 
Nation, has adopted the battle 
cry “Leave no Cub behind!” 
The main focus of the class is 
to find ways to connect every 
student to campus.

These outstanding Cubs 
just recently presented their ideas at 
the Regional Renaissance Conference in 
September. Under the direction of teacher 
Danny Ray, students are inspired to give 
their best and their service to the school 
and the surrounding community. They are 
exemplary students who have to apply and 
be accepted into the program.

Clifton’s program is part of the larger 
Monrovia Unified School District’s K–12 
Renaissance program supported by 
the Monrovia Renaissance Foundation. 
Foundation meetings occur monthly at 
Monrovia High School, and all profits from 
fund-raisers directly impact programs at all 
five elementary schools, both middle schools 
and Monrovia High School.

We are proud to be part of a much larger 
movement impacting the lives of Monrovia 
children.

Jennifer Jackson
Principal

Mayflower Elementary
210 North Mayflower Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 • 626/471-2200 • http://mayflower.monroviaschools.net

Celebrate 365!
The staff at Mayflower Elementary School will collaborate 

to ensure that all of our students will read actively and think 
critically through evidence-based practices. Student success 
will be measured by state- and district-level assessments. 
Teachers and students have been working extremely hard in 
the classrooms to prepare, and we are confident that, with 
the support of our families, we will see increased student 
achievement and growth for all students.

On August 31, we hosted an informative and well-attended 
Back-to-School Night for all of our families, where we showcased 

the amazing work our students demonstrate in classrooms daily. On October 
3, we kicked off our Power Start and Power Finish program, which takes place 
in the computer lab on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursday mornings and after 
school in designated classrooms. Students use the time to receive targeted 
help on homework, read, or use the computers for our various integrated 
applications, which are aligned for the Common Core.

We thank our staff, parents, and fabulous PTA for their time, dedication, and 
love for our school. With such a strong backbone, there isn’t anything we feel we 
can’t accomplish. Let’s Celebrate 365!

Dr. Tamar  
Kataroyan

Principal

Monroe Elementary
402 West Colorado Blvd., Monrovia, CA 91016 • 626/471-2300 • http://monroe.monroviaschools.net

Today a Reader, Tomorrow a Leader
Monroe Elementary School, home of the Mighty Monroe Lions, 

houses the district’s very successful Spanish Dual Immersion 
Program. Monroe’s strong emphasis on academic achievement 
has resulted in our school being a recipient of the Gold Ribbon 
Award and the Title I Academic Achievement Award in 2016. 
In the past, Monroe has also earned a Bravo Award and was 
recognized as a California Distinguished School.

Monroe’s past and present achievements, including the 
popularity and success of our Dual Immersion Program, have 

contributed to a significant growth in enrollment. Over this summer, we 
grew from 571 in June 2016 to 631 in August 2016. Many of these learners 
are transfer students from within Monrovia, while many others are from 
neighboring communities outside Monrovia. Our teachers and staff are honored 
and proud to welcome our additional 60 Monroe Lions to our Mighty Family!

This year, we have placed reading at the front and center of our instructional 
program. We are committed to explicitly teaching our Mighty Monroe Lions the 
skills that good readers use and to support them when they read independently. 
For our struggling students, we have created Mighty Mountaineer Time, a 
special time during the day when teachers instruct struggling readers in small 
reading groups. As a means of promoting and encouraging our students to read 
outside school hours, we have added two fun read-a-thons, Wonderfully Wicked 
Read-a-thon in October and Grab Your Hat and Read with The Cat, March 1–31. 
The top winner in each grade level will earn the privilege of being the Principal 
for a Day.

Should you wish to partner with us in building rich and robust class 
libraries, please donate your gently used books appropriate for elementary 
school children!

Dr. Lily Jarvis
Principal

Happy Holidays from the School News staff!
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Monrovia High School
845 West Colorado Blvd., Monrovia, CA 91016 • 626/471-2800 •http://mhs.monroviaschools.net

Excellence in Evidence
At Monrovia High School, home to Critically Thinking 

Scholars and Champion Problem Solvers, we are focused on 
creating engaging classroom experiences that foster critical 
thinking, academic language and perseverance. Therefore, 
we prepare all students to be ready for a college and career 
of their choice. We also focus on educating the whole child by 
focusing on their social-emotional well-being and celebrating 
accomplishments.

This last month, we were able to celebrate MHS senior 
Sarah Farley for being recognized as a semifinalist in the 2017 National Merit 
Scholarship Program for her outstanding academic achievements. She has the 
opportunity to compete for this prestigious award with other top candidates 
across the nation, which places her in a very elite group of high school students. 
We wish her luck and are proud of her accomplishments.

Monrovia High School’s Renaissance program also helps to celebrate student 
achievement by sponsoring Student of the Month recognitions. Each month, 
teachers are invited to nominate a student who has shown excellence in the 
classroom, academic improvement or great citizenship. We provide students 
with a certificate, take them out to lunch, and post their names on the school 
marquee. This month’s winners were Marc Mendez, Alejandro Conchas, Angel 
Jimenez, Jason Camerono, Clarissa Aquino, Jenna Seright, Kevin Goodman, 
Amanda Arteaga, Estephania Martinez, Rudy Flores and Marcelo Leyva. 
Congratulations, Wildcats, and keep it up!

Great things are happening at Monrovia High School because of the great 
students, supportive families and dedicated staff.

Kirk McGinnis
Principal

Plymouth Elementary
1300 Boley St., Monrovia, CA 91016 • 626/471-2400 • http://plymouth.monroviaschools.net

The Future is Here
Do you know what Sprites are? What about Light Bot? Or 

JavaScript?
If you don’t know what these are, then you need to talk to 

one of the students at Plymouth Elementary. They can tell you 
all about coding, computer science, and how they get to create 
games and apps every day as part of our school-wide computer 
science immersion program called “Code to the Future.”

This school year we started a new journey working with 
coding. Plymouth has partnered with Code to the Future to 

bring the language of computer science to each of our students. CTTF is an 
educational computer science organization which has designed a computer 
science curriculum that is moving our students from being consumers 
of technology to creators. All students will be taught to code using a full 
immersion model, integrating coding into their daily instruction.

There will be several demonstrations throughout the year. Watch for details 
so that you can come and see the results for yourself. This is a very exciting 
opportunity for the students at Plymouth! Contact us to learn how you can 
enroll your child so that they can begin their journey of learning with Code to 
the Future here at Plymouth Elementary.

Suzanne Heck
Principal

Wild Rose Elementary
232 Jasmine Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 • 626/471-2500 • http://wildrose.monroviaschools.net

A Host of Happenings
Wild Rose Elementary School (WRE) had an exciting start 

to the school year. Team Bruin, the school community support 
program led by our day custodian, Ray Alarcon, gives students 
the opportunity to take on leadership roles while ensuring that 
the campus is a clean, safe space for all students.

In September, our Team Bruin program was nominated by 
the California School Boards Association (CSBA) as a finalist 
for the Golden Bell Award. Parents, teachers, students, district 
staff members, and School Board President Rob Hammond 
welcomed the CSBA representative as the school participated in 

a validation walk of the program. Students, staff, and parents shared about the 
impact of the Team Bruin. It was very exciting to hear how this opportunity has 
sparked interest in future leadership roles for our former and current Wild Rose 
students. Wild Rose will soon learn the results of this visit.

At the end of September, the WRE community enjoyed Camp Wild Rose. The 
WRE PTA hosted this community-building event. Families enjoyed an evening 
under the stars and delighted in watching the classic “The Wizard of Oz” and 
the new favorite “Angry Birds.” After enjoying burgers, s’mores, and nachos, 
families tucked into their tents to slumber away. No alarm clocks were needed 
the next morning, as Dr. Miller, PTA President Olivia Nelson, and our Monrovia 
Fire Department arrived on campus at 7 a.m. in the morning with sirens and 
lights. The community came together to share a pancake breakfast with the 
Monrovia Fire Department. This wonderful fall tradition continues to bring the 
school community together.

Dr. Leslie 
Rapkine-Miller

Principal

Santa Fe Middle School
148 West Duarte Rd., Monrovia, CA 91016 • 626/471-2700 • http://santafe.monroviaschools.net

Santa Fe is College Bound!!!
The last week of September at Santa Fe you could see caps 

and gowns, hear college fight songs, see college favorite posters, 
and feel the vibe of students that want to go to college. Why? 
Because it was college week at Santa Fe. 

Santa Fe is committed to getting all students ready for college 
and creating a college-going culture amongst our students. 

It’s not hard work. Students at Santa Fe are focused on their 
future and choosing who they would like to be. They are then 
learning from us the tools necessary to meet that goal. 

Keep your eyes out for Santa Fe Cougars in the community 
because they will be, and are, doing great things. 

Dr. Caroline
Sweeney
Principal

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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We Love Our Dogs Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put Monrovia in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by December 15, 2016
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

Congratulations to Taylor & Tyler Cousins
Winner of the June Contest!

Akita
Basenji
Beagle
Bloodhound
Boxer
Bulldog
Chihuahua
Chow Chow
Collie

Dalmatian
Doberman
Great Dane
Labrador Retriever
Malamute
Mastiff
Pinscher
Poodle
Pug

Puli
Rottweiler
Saint Bernard
Samoyed
Shiba Inu
Shih Tzu
Siberian Husky
Weimaraner
Xoloitzcuintli

Thank you John Wong for the 
words to this Word Search

Note-ables

The Playground Zone
For some, particularly 

the younger some, hip-
hop is a playlist staple. 
For others a generation 
or three older, it’s at best 
an acquired taste. And 
the menu on this lively 
collection is sufficiently 
spicy and substantial to 

satisfy any listener. It was cooked up 
by teacher/artists, songwriters and 
performers Kaitlin McGaw and Tommy 
Shepherd, along with the various other 
guest artists who comprise Alphabet Rockers.

As their website says, the songs were “fully kid tested” in Oakland-area 
schools and apparently pronounced delicious. The lyrics are a call to anyone 
who needs a hand up—or wants to put an elbow up, is different externally 
or internally, or just wants to move. “Players’ Life” sings about each child’s 
right to play in a safe area and his or her responsibility to create one. “That’s 
Your Name, Wear It Out” tweaks and twiddles with children’s own names and 
identities, inviting listeners to join in. “Gimme Some Skin” and “Oddball,” 
to which a lot of us young and old surely can relate, wondrously segue into 
appreciation and acceptance, and “Change the World” sums up the collection.

And just for fun, there’s “Wiggle Jiggle”—and why not? That’s what hip-hop’s 
about. No matter what your musical tastes are now, this collection guarantees 
that everyone’s going to taste it, feel it and put those elbows up!

Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

Kate Karp

Michael’s Book Review

The Hardy Boys - The Missing Mitt
This Hardy Boy case is about Joe 

and His brother Frank. They try to 
figure out who took Jason Prime’s 
baseball mitt. Their Team the 
Bayport Bandits were all ready to 
win the final little league game of the 
season using their good luck charm. 
Jason’s mitt was special because his 
dad Winner Prime had used it to win 

the world series. Right before each game the whole 
team would touch it for luck.

Jason thought it was Conner Hound from the 
opposing team, because he had seen him snooping 
around their bags while they were practicing. Jason was upset and did not want 
to play until the mitt was found. After some detective work they figured out 
what had happened to the missing baseball mitt. They remembered that earlier 
that day Mr. Mack’s dog Lucy had Jumped on Jason. Lucy loved to play fetch 
especially with things that people threw on the ground. You had to be very 
careful around her because anything thrown might end up buried somewhere. 
They decided to throw another mitt. Lucy immediately picked it up and began 
to run. Jason, Joe and Frank chased her. When Lucy stopped she dug a hole and 
there in the hole was Jason’s mitt. The Hardy boys were very happy. Secret File 
Case #2 was solved.

I give this book 4 stars I really enjoyed the mystery. The only thing that 
would have made this book more exciting was if Lucy the dog wasn’t the one 
who had taken Jason’s mitt.

Michael H. is a 4th grade student. Besides his love for reading, he also enjoys Karate, playing 
guitar and sharing new adventures with his mom. He will rate the books 1 to 5 stars with 5 being 
the highest.

Michael H.

mailto:Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
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