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A medida que comenzamos la transición a la segunda 
mitad de nuestro año escolar, el distrito continúa 
navegando los desafíos de la pandemia, mientras avanza 
con un trabajo muy emocionante y consecuente. En respuesta 
a los desafíos sin precedentes de la variante Omicron de 
COVID-19, el Distrito ha intensificado y aumentado la 
capacidad de prueba en las escuelas, además de proporcionar 
pruebas para el hogar para los estudiantes y el personal. 
Esto se hizo para garantizar que pudiéramos mantener 
espacios seguros y saludables en todas las operaciones 
escolares. Además, hemos priorizado el PPE mejorado para 
los estudiantes y el personal mientras se encuentran en 
nuestras escuelas. Creemos que nuestro enfoque proactivo 
para mitigar los impactos de la pandemia nos ha permitido 
mantener nuestras escuelas abiertas y prósperas.

Además, se está realizando mucho trabajo relacionado 
con el programa de Bonos de la Medida S. El Bono de la 
Medida S fue aprobado por la comunidad en noviembre 
de 2020 y proporcionará $79 millones de dólares durante 
los próximos años para aumentar, mejorar y modernizar 
las instalaciones del Distrito para garantizar que nuestra 
comunidad y los estudiantes tengan acceso a maravillosas 
oportunidades y programas en todas nuestras escuelas. 
En el mes de febrero, el Distrito iniciará oficialmente la 
construcción de un nuevo gimnasio en la preparatoria 
Duarte. Este es un ejemplo de las maravillosas 
oportunidades que están ocurriendo en todo el distrito 
como resultado del programa de bonos de la Medida S.

El Distrito también ha logrado un progreso significativo 
en temas críticos que harán avanzar al distrito y a la 
comunidad. Durante la junta de la mesa directiva de 
diciembre, la mesa votó por unanimidad para consolidar 
y cerrar la academia de artes Andrés Duarte al final 
del año escolar 2021-2022. Esta decisión crítica es un 
esfuerzo por dimensionar correctamente el Distrito y 
responder a los desafíos continuos de la disminución de la 
inscripción. Estamos comprometidos a crear condiciones 
que conduzcan a una transición exitosa y sin problemas 
para todos los involucrados; y mientras avanzamos con este 
proceso, nuestros estudiantes, familias y personal recibirán 
un apoyo activo durante todo el proceso.

As we have begun the transition into the 
second half of our school year, the district 
is continuing to navigate the challenges of 
the pandemic, while also moving ahead with 
very exciting and consequential work. In 
response to the unprecedented challenges 
of the Omicron variant of COVID-19, the 
District has stepped up and increased testing 
capacity at school sites as well as providing 
at home test kits for scholars and staff. This 
was done to ensure that we could maintain 
safe and healthy spaces across all school 
operations. Additionally, we have prioritized enhanced PPE 
for scholars and staff while on our campuses. We believe 
that our proactive approach to mitigating the impacts of 
the pandemic has enabled us to keep our schools open and 
thriving.

Additionally, lots of work is underway related to the 
Measure S Bond program. The Measure S Bond was 
approved by the community in November of 2020 and will 
provide $79 million dollars over the next several years 
to increase, enhance, and modernize District facilities to 
ensure that our community and scholars have access to 
wonderful opportunities and programs across our schools. 
In the month of February, the District will be officially 
breaking ground on a new state of the gymnasium at 
Duarte High School. This is one example of the wonderful 
opportunities that are happening across the district as a 
result of the Measure S bond program.

The District has also made significant progress on 
critical issues that will move the district and community 
forward. During the December school board meeting, the 
board voted unanimously to consolidate and close Andres 
Duarte Arts Academy at the end of the 2021-2022 school 
year. This critical decision is in an effort to right size the 
District and respond to the ongoing challenges of declining 
enrollment. We are committed to creating conditions that 
will lead to a smooth and successful transition for everyone 
involved; and while we move forward with this process, our 
scholars, families, and staff will be actively supported the 
whole way through.

Dr. Gordon 
Amerson

Superintendent

Staying the Course Mantener el camino
SUPERINTENDENT

Dr. James 
Finlay

Member

Reyna 
Diaz

President

Ken 
Bell

Member

Ceci Escarcega 
Carroll

Vice President

Jaqueline 
Ku

Member

Board of Education
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Ceremonia de inauguración del muy esperado 
complejodeportivo en la Preparatoria Duarte High School
Del Distrito

La emoción es palpable en nuestra comunidad escolar y 
estamos encantados de que nuestra comunidad se una en 
celebración de esta ceremonia inaugural. Este evento ha 
tomado muchos años de preparación en los corazones y sueños 
de nuestros jóvenes y familias, y ahora podemos finalmente 
aprovechar esta oportunidad para hacer realidad ese sueño 
de hace mucho tiempo a través del apoyo y el compromiso 
financiero de nuestra comunidad a través de la aprobación de 
la Medida de Bono S. el pasado noviembre de 2020. Estamos 
agradecidos por el apoyo y la confianza depositada en nosotros 
para ser los administradores de estos fondos y así mejorar las 
experiencias educativas de nuestros estudiantes.

Este evento es el inicio de un hito en la historia de nuestro 
distrito escolar que marcará el comienzo de un nuevo hogar para 
nuestros alumnos Falcons actuales y futuros, así como exalumnos, 
y donde esperamos organizar otros eventos comunitarios durante 
muchos años. Este complejo reemplazará el gimnasio existente y 
se espera que su uso esté listo para el verano de 2024.

La ceremonia se llevará a cabo el sábado 19 de febrero de 
2022 en la preparatoria Duarte High School, localizada en el 
1565 E. Central Ave., a las 11:00 a. m. El programa contará con 
comentarios del Superintendente, Dr. Gordon Amerson; con 
una invocación del pastor Chris Bourne de la Segunda Iglesia 
Bautista de Monrovia; y con música del deejay DJ Severe, el DJ 
oficial de Los Angeles Dodgers.

Groundbreaking Ceremony for a Much-Awaited 
Sports Complex at Duarte High School
From the District

The excitement is palpable in our school community, 
and we are delighted that our community will come 
together to celebrate this groundbreaking ceremony. 
This has been many years in the making-in the hearts 
and dreams of our youth and families, and we can now 
take this opportunity to make this longtime dream a 
reality through the support and financial commitment from 
our community through the passage of the Measure S Bond 
in November 2020. We are grateful for the support and 
confidence placed in us to be the stewards of these funds to 
improve the educational experiences of our scholars.

This event is the start of a milestone in our school 
district’s history that will usher in a new home for our 
current and future Falcons and alumni, and where 
we look forward to hosting other community events 
for many years to come. The complex will replace the 
existing gym and is expected to be ready for use by the 
beginning of the summer of 2024.

The ceremony will be held on Saturday, February 
19, 2022, at Duarte High School, 1565 E. Central Ave., 
at 11:00 a.m. The program will feature remarks from 
Superintendent, Dr. Gordon Amerson; with and an 
invocation by Pastor Chris Bourne from Second Baptist 
Church in Monrovia; and it will be deejayed by DJ 
Severe, the official DJ of the Los Angeles Dodgers.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://www.citruscollege.edu/Pages/home.aspx
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The new year is well underway. 
Here’s to a healthier year for 
everyone.

Dr. Amerson begins this issue with 
his message on page 3. Even during a 
pandemic there is positive news and 
plenty to celebrate. In this issue you 
will read on many topics including: 
students learning about the process 
of making films, students meeting 
academic goals, and much more...
including CHILL.

We have included our popular 
student book reviews on pages 10 
& 11. If your child is interested in 
being a student columnist reviewing 
favorite books, please email me for 
information. 

Be sure to enter our Word Search 
Contest on page 11 (all ages may 
enter). Thank you for your comments 
when you email your contest answers.

Since our next issue is May 11  
I don’t want to miss wishing Dr. Seuss 
Happy Birthday! Enjoy Read Across 
America Day March 2! 

Neta Madison
Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher

Education + Communication = A Better Nation
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Movie Making
The 5th-8th 

grade students of 
Andres Duarte 
Arts Academy are 
collaborating with 
the film industry 
professionals of 
Creating Creators 
to learn about the 

art and process of making films. 
The students are exposed to a 
cinema curriculum which guides 
them through the brainstorming, 
character development and 
writing process all the way 
through to the end goal of 
making a movie. These creative 
projects promote creativity and 
collaboration amongst students 
as they take on the roles of 
producer, director, assistant director, production assistant, 
script writer, editor, camera operator, sound boom and 
sound zoom operators. This experience has invigorated 

creativity in our students and allowed them to express 
themselves in new ways.  The staff and students of Andres 
Duarte Arts Academy look forward to showcasing the final 
film projects of our students at the end of the year.

Erin Fish
Principal

Andres Duarte Arts Academy (K-8)
1433 Crestfield Dr., Duarte, CA 91010 • 626/599-5100 • www.duarteusd.org/andresduarte

Andres Duarte Arts Academy students making films.

mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Students Recognized for 
Goals Achieved

Students at Beardslee 
Academy have been 
working hard to meet their 
academic goals. Students 
were recently recognized 
in grades TK-5 for their 
accomplishments from 1st 
trimester, and in grades 

6-8 for their achievements from 1st and 
2nd quarters. Students continue to be 
acknowledged not only for their long-
term goals but also for their 
short-term goals. Over 300 
students met their individual 
goals on Formative Loop, a 
supplemental math resource 
that supports students in 
mastering their math facts 
and specific math concepts. In 
addition to students’ academic 
success, we continue to support 
the arts. Under the direction of 

our band teacher, Mr. Rafael Arenas, 
our beginning and advanced band 
members in grades 6-8 performed 
together with Royal Oaks and Duarte 
High School at this year’s Winter 
Band Concert. Students performed 
different pieces of music and did 
an amazing job, we have a very 
talented group of students. Beardslee 
Academy is continuing to support all 
students’ needs, and we are looking 
forward to a successful second half of 
the school year.

Jennifer Romero
Principal

Beardslee Dual Language Immersion Academy (TK-8)
1212 Kellwil Way, Duarte, CA 91010 • 626/599-5200 • www.duarteusd.org/bes

Joining Together to Support 
Families in Need

During the holiday season, 
the Duarte High School 
community came together to 
help our families in need. Key 
Club, led by Ms. Smith, hosted a 
food drive and the Community 
School Team coordinated a 
clothing drive. Our students 

brought in hundreds of canned goods and 
pantry items. Staff, parents, community 
members, and students donated over 1,000 
clothing items. Several staff members worked 
to sort the food, wash every clothing item, and 
set up all donated items in the Falcon Family 
Center for families to pick out. We worked to 
identify 20 families who would benefit from 
food and clothing. A local church donated 
40 bags filled with fresh grocery items. The 
Community School team secured a donation of 
laundry detergent a company. Each family that participated 
in the event stopped by the Falcon Family Center to pick 
out as much clothing, food, hygiene items, and school 

supplies as they needed, and received 2 bags filled with 
fresh grocery items and a bottle of laundry detergent. 
Duarte High School looks forward to continuing to work 
together to ensure that student and family needs are met.

Luis Haro
Principal

Duarte High School
150 N. Associated Rd., Brea, CA 92821 • 714/990-3221 • www.duarteusd.org/dhs

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Preschool Curriculum in Music
Singing, playing and dancing 

are part of the stages of early 
childhood musical growth and 
development. As preschool 
children develop awareness 
and knowledge of musical 
elements, they progress in their 
understanding and ability to 
control the elements for personal 
musical expression. At the Duarte 

Child Development program, we are committed 
to meeting the early childhood musical interests 
and needs of our preschoolers by primarily 
exposing them to an intense six-week unit of 
music study.

The developmentally appropriate music 
experiences offered in our preschool program are of 
the highest quality. Furthermore, the rich learning 
environment supports the child’s ability to understand the 
musical elements of rhythm, melody, form, volume/softness, 
pitch, tempo, timbre, articulation, pattern, and style which 
in turn, fosters their natural interest in producing sounds 
as they play instruments. At Duarte Child Development we 
have implemented a music curriculum that engages staff 
and families in music. The connection between home and 
the activities that take place in our preschool program is 
the bridge to a successful experience in early childhood 
education.

We are proud to advocate for Duarte USD family and 
faculty involvement. Our volunteers are the best providers 
of music and music experiences in a preschool setting. 
Whether singing to the child, playing musical instruments, 
or listening to music, our volunteers showcased their 
musical talents while creating teachable moments. 
Families and staff of our musicians were able to encourage 
and extend spontaneous singing and performance that 
promotes children’s self-confidence, self-regulation, basic 
language, and cognitive skills necessary for their success 
throughout the educational process and life itself.

We are proud of our preschool family members in our 
community.

Sofia Valdez
Coordinator of 

Preschool Services

Duarte Preschool-Child Development Center
1433 Crestfield Dr., Duarte, CA 91010 • 626/599-5123 • www.duarteusd.org/cdc
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Commitment and Dedication Recognition
It just keeps going! The coronavirus 

pandemic continues to affect students, 
teachers, staff, and families in new and 
challenging ways. Maxwell Academy is no 
exception. Daily health screenings, rigorous 
morning clearances, additional health and 
safety protocols, more students absent, 
and guest teachers filling in are just a few 
of the challenges we are facing daily. They 

say it takes a village, and we have found that is certainly 
true. Team Maxwell has embraced the challenges of 
the pandemic with grace, poise, and efficiency. I would 
be remised if I did not take this opportunity to publicly 
recognize my team for their hard work, commitment, 
dedication, and professionalism. Teachers are going above 
and beyond to ensure the safety, security, well-being, and 
academic success for our students. They are meeting with 
students before school and after school to address learning 
loss due to time in quarantine and last year’s remote 

learning. There are Study Buddies and Book Clubs, English 
Learner and Phonics support. There are small groups and 
one-on-one Social Emotional Support.

Thank you, Team Maxwell, for your endless 
commitment to serving the families of Maxwell Academy. 
Thank you, Maxwell parents and guardians for sending 
healthy kids to school, keeping sick children at home, 
following the ever-changing Covid health and safety 
procedures, connecting with teachers to ensure your 
students don’t fall behind, and generally supporting 
your children’s education with a positive attitude. 
Thank you, custodial staff, for maintaining a safe and 
orderly campus. Thank you to all support staff for your 
commitment to keeping things as normal as possible. An 
unknown author said, “Teamwork divides the tasks and 
multiplies the success!” THAT is Team Maxwell. While it 
may not be easy work, it is important work—students and 
staff connecting and making progress. Please join me in 
giving Team Maxwell a big pat on the back with a hearty 
Thank You!

Dr. Kelly Lawson
Principal

Maxwell Academy An International Baccalaureate World School (K-8)
733 Euclid Ave., Duarte, CA 91010 • 626/599-5302 • www.duarteusd.org/mes

CHILL on Thursdays
At first glance of the title to this article, 

“CHILL on Thursday’s at MIT”, it may seem 
like students would be taking it easy on our 
districtwide Early Release Days held on 
Thursdays, but actually quite the opposite 
is true, students are hard at work. CHILL 
is innovative, engaging, informative and 
life changing for many of our students. The 
acronym CHILL stands for Career, Health, 

Interventions, and Life-skills Literacy. The goal of CHILL 
is to support and extend student learning through weekly 
guest speakers in the areas of career education, personal 
health, mental health, financial literacy, safety, student 
enrichment, life choices, citizenship and just to understand 
how the real-world works.

CHILL guest speakers have included LA Metro,  
Oak Crest Institute of Science and Foothill Federal Credit 
Union, US Navy, US Army, US Marines, US National Guard, 
Duarte Teen Center, Duarte Area Resource Team,  
LA County Sheriff Department, Outward Bound 
Adventures, CVS Pharmacy, Job Corps, Loyal Dentistry, 
Citrus College, Pasadena City College, Universal Technical 
Institute, Planned Parenthood, Simply Divine Salon, a 
plumber, an electrician, and the Labors Training School.

These CHILL guest speakers have served as role models 
and life-skill model while giving students a positive imagine 
of themselves in these positions in the not-so-distant future. 
There is always the chance that one of the speakers piques 
a student interest and provides the jump start they needed 
to pursue particular careers and make advantageous life 
choices leading to a full and productive life.

Kevin Morris
Principal

Mt. Olive Innovation and Technology High School
1400 Mt. Olive Dr., Duarte, CA 91010 • 626/599-5900 • www.duarteusd.org/MIT

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Congratulations 
Eagles!

On January 25th, 
we recognized 
and celebrated 
our 6th ,7th, and 
8th grade Eagles 
during our 1st 
Trimester Awards 
Assembly. This 
virtual gathering 

highlighted Royal Oaks student 
clubs and organizations, along 
with awarding students for their 
outstanding GPA, superb S.O.A.R 
actions, and achievements in 
Reading Counts. Thank you to 
the 100+ families for joining 
us and congratulations to our 
tremendous Eagles! #EaglesSoar

Dr. Esther 
Tamanaha
Principal

Royal Oaks STEAM Academy (K-8)
2499 Royal Oaks Dr., Bradbury, CA 91008 • 626/599-5400 • www.duarteusd.org/roe

Valley View Students are Charming!!
A kickoff assembly was held on January 

7 as part of Valley View’s PBIS incentive 
program. The charm program allows for 
student to work toward and earn charms. 
Charms are earned for student progress in 
reaching benchmarks in math and reading.

All students received a necklace and a 
dolphin charm and then can earn math and 
reading charms to add to their necklace as 
they progress through the year.

Margaret 
Rasmussen

Principal

Valley View Academy of Technology & Creative Learning (TK-6)
237 Melcanyon Rd., Duarte, CA 91010 • 626/599-5500 • www.duarteusd.org/vve
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David’s Review

The Aliens
Title: We’re Not From Here
Author: Geoff Rodkey
We’re Not From Here 

is about a kid named Lan 
and his family who travel 
from their human colony 
on Mars to a faraway planet 
Choom to start a new human 

population. Unfortunately, once they get 
there, the aliens on Choom tell them to 
leave immediately. Now they have a big problem that they 
have to figure out because they don’t have enough fuel in 
their spaceship to go back to Mars. What do they do? Read 
and find out! I really liked this book and I recommend that 
you should read this book too if you like action, suspense, 
and humor.

David is in fourth grade and he loves to read and play piano. He 
likes math and outdoor activities such as rock climbing, tennis, and 
basketball.

David H.

Kailani’s Review

Do You have an Imaginary Friend?
Crenshaw by Katherine 

Applegate is about a family 
with very little money for rent 
and even less money for food 
and toys. When Jackson’s dad 
lost his job, his sister, mother, 
and the family dog have to 
move from place to place. 

When there was no more money for rent, the family has 
to live in their minivan. Jackson has an imaginary friend 
named Crenshaw. Crenshaw is a huge fluffy cat. Crenshaw 
always comes into Jackson’s life whenever Jackson needs 
help.

The story is full of excitement and sadness. I learn more 
about homelessness and friendship from this story. Reading 
this book makes me understand why my parents always 
tell me to appreciate everything we have, to share when 
we can, and not to take anything for granted. This book 
also shows how important it is to have a good friend, even if 
they’re imaginary. I give this book 5 out of 5 stars.

Kailani is a 4th grader who loves to read. When not playing with her 
brother, Kailani likes to listen to music, ride horses, and play board 
games. Hope everyone stays well and healthy.

Kailani T.

Katie’s Review

Witch is Which?
Book Title: The Witches
Author: Roald Dahl
Think of a group of 

women, gathering to 
speak at a convention in 
a hotel. Nothing out of 
the ordinary--except they 
wear wigs and gloves, don’t 

have toes, and turn children into rats. 
That is the premise of “The Witches,” 
by Roald Dahl. In this fantastical story 
about witches who hate children, there is no end to your 
imagination. From the drawn out, shrill voices of the 
vicious women to the very magical potions they concoct, 
there is no doubt that you will find the missing piece to all 
the supernatural myths of the world. A grandson is warned 
from a very young age about these mystical, mysterious 
women--but can he face the dangers that creep upon him? 
If you like a suspenseful story, “The Witches” is a perfect 
book for you.

Katie is a senior in high school. She likes reading and writing. She loves 
to read to younger kids. She provides book reviews to kids who want to 
find more good books.

Katie C.

Taegyoung’s Book Review

A Secret Society
Title: The Mysterious Benedict Society
Author: Trenton Lee Stewart
Reynie Muldoon is a 

very intelligent boy. He 
is an eleven-year-old boy 
and lives at an orphanage. 
One day, he finds an 
advertisement in the 

newspaper. It says that if you pass the 
test, it will let you into a school. Reynie 
finds the test asking strange questions. 
He passes the test and meets three other 
children, Sticky (George) Washington, 
Kate Wetherall, and Constance Contraire 
who pass the test like him. Then, they meet Mr. Benedict. 
He tells them that “The Emergency” is coming from a secret 
institute that makes the world in danger. Now, they are on 
the mission to stop it. Will the four be able find the secret of 
“The Emergency” with Mr. Benedict? This book is written 
in third person perspective. I feel intrigued in the story 
more as it progresses. I recommend this book to those who 
have a thirst for adventure.

Taegyoung K. is a 6th grader. She loves reading books and writing her 
own stories. Also, she likes to draw and play video games.

Taegyoung K.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Gardening Terms —Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put Duarte in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by April 15, 2022
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 Barnes & Noble gift card!

SHOVEL

RAKE

HOE

TRANSPLANT

POT

NEMATODE

WORM

SOW BUG

FENCE

BED

ROW

FERTILIZER

SPADE

SNAIL

FOOD

STAKE

HOSE

SPRINKLER

SEEDS

PRUNERS

Daniel’s Review

Funny Friends!
Title: Baloney and Friends: Going Up!
Author: Greg Pizzoli
Baloney the pig and his 

friends Peanut the horse, 
Bizz the bee, and Krabbit 
the crabby rabbit do funny 
things and have fun in the 
many short stories of this 

second book of the Baloney and Friends 
series! You’ll laugh about the things 
they do, like finding a lost sneeze, using a ladder, and 
appreciating trees. My favorite story is when Baloney and 
his friends make up a silly theme song for their group and 
everyone helps out in their own way. Baloney is my favorite 
character because he is a good friend. I felt happy when I 
read this book and I think you should read it too!

Daniel is in second grade and he likes to spend time with his family 
playing board games, reading, and playing sports like tennis, soccer, and 
basketball.

Daniel H.

Jenna’s Review

Carry Us Away
Book Title: Stargirl
Author: Jerry Spinelli
Change is a big word 

and is something a lot of 
people do so that others 
will like them. Stargirl is 
a character that differs 
from everybody else. Leo 

the narrator always tells himself that Stargirl is weird, but 
do you think that? Your opinion may change throughout 
the book because of Stargirl’s choices. Stargirl is new to the 
school and catches attention quickly for being unique such 
as singing with her ukulele in the cafeteria. She becomes 
the good luck charm at the football game because she starts 
singing which motivates the players to try harder. She 
becomes the Queen of the school, but does she maintain her 
popularity with her quirkiness? Read to find out!

Jenna is a 6th grader. She enjoys playing soccer and drawing. She likes 
to read fiction novels. Someday she wants to publish a book.

 
Jenna C.
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GAPS IN YOUR CURRENT COVERAGE AND 
UNCOVER ANY SAVINGS OPPORTUNITIES.

An agent will help:
• Gather quotes from top 

insurers, including Mercury, 
Nationwide, Progressive, 
Safeco and Travelers.

• Compare coverage and costs 
to help you make a confident 
choice.

REQUEST A FREE CONSULTATION  
visit schoolsfirstfcu.org/insurance

Nancy & Mike M.
Members Since 2004

We have you covered:
• Auto1
• Homeowners, Condominium 

and Renters1
• Earthquake and Flood1
• Recreational Vehicles1
• Umbrella1

GET THE RIGHT COVERAGE 
AT THE BEST PRICE
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