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SUPERINTENDENT

As the spread of COVID-19 in our
community decreases, we are excited to be
allowed to bring back various sports and
spectators. We were excited to hold our
first football competitions of the season at
Fred Kelly Stadium mid-March, and we look
forward to being able to continue to slowly
move toward more traditional events as
Dr. Gunn Marie
public health guidance permits.
Hansen
Due to the data trends, the California
Department of Public Health has also updated its guidance
regarding social distancing in classrooms. The most recent
revision allows for flexibility to maintain less than 6 feet
of distance between individuals under certain conditions,
such as accommodating a student for in-person instruction
due to learning loss. This change will allow for more
students to receive in-person instruction, should families
so choose. The Educational Services team is working with
site administrators to implement the new guidance. If you
would like to transition your student back to in-person
instruction for this last trimester/quarter, please reach out
to your site principal.

2021/2022 School Year
Many families have been inquiring about the
instructional models for the 2021/2022 school year. It is our
intent to safely transition toward a traditional instructional
model while continuing to adhere to and facilitate the
specific protocols/procedures outlined in our Safety and
Health Driven School Reopening Plan.
Each family will receive an Instructional Model
Commitment Survey in early April to determine if
your student(s) will be participating in the traditional
instructional model or the 100% distance learning model
that, as of today, must remain an option for all families.
Based on these numbers, the Educational Services team
will then be able to provide more specifics concerning
100% distance learning options for next year.
Thank you for your support and patience as we work to
offer more opportunities for our students and community
while being mindful of the safety and health protocols
we still need to follow to continue to lessen the spread of
COVID-19.

Graduation
Our goal is to celebrate the Graduating Class of 2021
during the week of June 7th – 11th at Fred Kelly Stadium.
Specific dates/times for each high school will be determined
in the next few weeks. In order to maintain safety
protocols, current plans allow for each graduate to have two
attendees. Depending on updates that occur to public health
guidance, the number of attendees permitted may change.
Additionally, each graduation ceremony will be
live-streamed for public viewing.
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Spring flowers are blooming and
there seems to be a glimpse of a fun
summer ahead. Graduation plans
are being considered and forward
thinking to Fall enrollment. Life goes
on even though perhaps not exactly
the same way.
One thing that was learned during
this pandemic is that eduators and
parents are innovators. Students need
role models now more than ever. I
saw a very young boy walking with
his mother and both were wearing a
mask. I asked her how she explained
the need for him to wear a mask. She
said that her husband is a doctor and

he wears a mask, her brother is a
paramedic and he wears a mask, her
uncle is a maintenance worker and...
her son started telling me all of the
people he knows who wear masks. It
was not an issue.
This issue has several articles
about celebrating Read Across
America Day, the Kindness
Challenge, a mobile school pantry,
honoring first responders, the 100th
day of school tradition, Vanguard
cheerleaders are going to New York,
family STEM challenges and so much
more...enjoy!
Our next issue is May 25, 2021.
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OUSD State Preschool
2345 E. Palmyra. Orange, CA 92865

Preschoolers are Early Readers!

By Cheryl Sosa, Early Childhood Education Coordinator
On March 2, 2021 our preschoolers celebrated “Read
Across America Day”. In one of our preschool classrooms
at Lampson Elementary, teachers read The Cat in the
Hat to the students. As a follow up activity, students used
their handprints to create Thing 1 and Thing 2. Before
they went home each student was able to select one RIF
(Reading is Fundamental) book to take for their home
library. Preschool hosts three RIF events per year and
provides children with the opportunity to choose a book
from a variety of options. This preschooler was very excited
about choosing the book Welcome to the World!, a story
about baby animals born in the zoo. Strong pre-literacy
skills are important to the growth and development of
young learners in our OUSD Early Learning programs.
Parents can support pre-literacy skills by reading to their
child every day, encouraging them to retell their favorite
stories, playing letter matching games, asking open ended
questions, and enrolling them in a high-quality preschool
program. At OUSD we support all of our students in
developing a love of reading!

OUSD Alternative Education
Parkside Education Center: 250 S. Yorba St.. Orange, CA 92869

Spring is here!
Greetings from Parkside Education
Center. The year has been flying by and we
are all excited to have spring here!
Our staff and students have been
working extremely hard to meet their
learning objectives. Our EDGE Virtual
Justin Stanfield Academy, Independent Study and Home
School program will all be participating
Coordinator
in the CAASP assessment beginning later
this spring. Not only is this assessment vital to know how
our students achieve, it also helps forge our instructional
plan in the future. We look forward to an excellent test
administration and obtaining data on student performance.
The Adult Transition Program at Parkside has a busy
schedule leading up to our graduation on June 4th. Our
learners are working diligently in preparation for the end
of the year and getting ready for our Extended School Year
program.
We are extremely excited for what the spring brings to
our campus. If I can assist with anything or if you would
like more information on one of our programs feel free to
contact my directly at 714-628-5479.

Covering the Orange Unified School District

North Orange County’s
Premiere Place For Girls Volleyball

We are Playing!
Regional and Travel
All Levels & Experience
• Teamwork
• Commitment
• Perseverance

Beginning
classes,
Regional and
National
Teams
Available

Email us for details

BVAVolleyballClub@gmail.com
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Anaheim Hills Elementary

California Elementary

6450 E. Serrano Ave., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/997-6169

1080 N. California St., Orange, CA 92867 • 714/997-6104

The Great Kindness Challenge
Anaheim Hills Elementary School
participated in The Great Kindness
Challenge throughout February 2021.
Our students watched this year’s Great
Kindness Challenge kick-off video, and were
inspired to complete many kind activities
on the Kindness Challenge checklist. AHES
Nicole
VanWilgen-Moore Panthers completed kind acts such as
Principal
sincerely complimenting 5 people, making
and displaying a “Kindness Matters” sign,
and much more. AHES students and staff created kindness
links to spread and recognize kindness at our school. Our
community committed to the importance of using names
when greeting others including learning more names of
the students and staff at AHES. At the conclusion of the
challenge we committed to ongoing acts of kindness both at
school and in our community.
We were excited to learn that AHES
was recognized as a 2021 Certified
Kindness School by The Great Kindness
Challenge organization. We look forward
to continuing our acts of kindness as an
AHES community!

iInspire Academy
California Elementary School home of
the iInspire Academy where technology and
language flourish, stands strong and brave
in the midst of a pandemic and watches
as the world works to save lives and find a
vaccine. Our students, families and teachers
Misty Brunasso demonstrate diligence, motivation and
determination to work to the best of their
Principal
ability in our hybrid model. We are learning
to be responsible, empathetic and safe! Although different
than before we completed a series of very successful Open
Enrollment events for our award-winning Dual Immersion
(DI) Spanish Academy for the 2021-2022 school year. The
iInspire Spanish Academy is a recognized leader in global
innovation and technology integration. Our talented faculty,
through exceptional pedagogical practices and technology
integration, was instrumental in our successful and
smooth transition from distance learning to Phase 2. Our
students participate in enrichment clubs such as 100 mile
running club, Hip Hop dance class, film studio design, art,
environmental studies, media creation, music creation, and
our award-winning Drone club.

Cambridge Elementary
425 N. Cambridge St., Orange, CA 92866 • 714/997-6103

Mobile School
Pantry Program
In partnership with
Second Harvest Food
Bank, Cambridge
Elementary is able to
offer a large variety of
fresh produce and other
Diane Lew
groceries completely free
Principal
to our community with
the Mobile School Pantry Program.
Thanks to our many parent volunteers,
we are able to serve upwards of 200
families each month. The Mobile
School Pantry Program brings fresh
produce, meat, dairy, canned food, and
dry goods to families in need. Due to
COVID-19 restrictions, the distribution
has transitioned into a drive-thru
event where the food is placed directly
into the vehicles as they arrive. Our
volunteers are essential to the success
of this program and we are incredibly
grateful for their help!
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Canyon High School
220 S. Imperial Hwy., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/532-8000

Renovated Gym
With the support of the Orange Unified
School District and the Canyon Community,
the Canyon High School Foundation was able
to accomplish their amazing goal of raising
$300,000 to renovate
the aging CHS
gymnasium. The
Craig
original bleachers
Abercrombie
Principal
and wood playing
surface from the
1970s were in desperate need of
updating, as was the sound system
and paint. The gym at CHS is the
center of activity on campus. Each
year, numerous sporting events,
performing arts showcases, parent
meetings and student assemblies
are held for our students and
community. With the completion
of this project, the Canyon High
School students and community
will now be able to enjoy these
activities with new bleachers,

a new wood playing surface, a new Bose sound system,
new paint and more. The Foundation and community’s
pride and commitment to Canyon High School will be on
full display in the gym for years to come! Thank you to
everyone that helped make this project a reality!

Canyon Hills
260 S. Imperial Hwy., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/997-6171

Successes and Challenges

Come stay with us!
Daycare

Training

Boarding

Full Grooming
Service

714-628-9446
618 W. Collins Ave., Orange CA, 92867

www.pawinorder.com
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The year has been influenced by the need
to ensure the safety and health of students,
staff, and community. We have modified
many of our traditional activities to fit new
instructional models. We safely held many
of our traditional activities and celebrations
including Student of the Month Awards
John Erratt
through the creative efforts of our teachers,
Coordinator
staff, and parents.
Our teachers and staff incorporate technology into
virtual and in-person instruction. Classroom technology
allows students at home to participate in activities and
provides access to diverse instructional materials. Teachers
and staff work to maintain student-to-student connections
and friendships through academic and social activities. As
we approach the end of the school year, we are planning
safe rite of passage activities for students moving between
major grade levels and graduating from our program.
Thank you to all the faculty, staff, and parents who are
making this year successful.

Canyon Rim Elementary
1090 S. The Highlands Dr., Anaheim, CA 92808 • 714/532-7027

Honoring First Responders
Canyon Rim Elementary’ s 6th grade
class decided to forgo making a craft for
Valentine’s
Day and use
their supplies
to honor first
responders,
Bree Tippets
Principal
health care
workers and
nursing home residents.
Students created cards
to thank local heroes and
wrote messages to wish
nursing home residents well.
The cards were delivered
to each site along with a
basket of snacks! Recipients
of the special deliveries
were selected by 6th grade
families. There were personal
connections at each location.
Thank you Anaheim Police
Department, Compton Fire

Department, Crescendo Assisted Living Facility, Hoag
Hospital ER, Menifee Police Department, St. Joseph’s ICU,
and St. Joseph’s Oncology Department.

Cerro Villa Middle School
17852 Serrano Ave., Villa Park, CA 92861 • 714/997-6251

Interactive Programs
We Are CV: Engaging Students and
Building Culture in a Hybrid Environment
We are proud to share many interactive
programs, activities, and accolades
happening at Cerro Villa. In December, Cerro
Villa was re-designated as a Schools to Watch
recipient for being a model middle school. We
Lisa Ogan
are one of 600+ middle
Principal
schools nationwide
to receive this accolade and we will
be presenting our school program
at an upcoming conference in April.
In January, our future Vikings
experienced the variety of elective
course offerings at CV through
an interactive slide presentation
showcasing teacher videos along with
pictures. Our clubs have also shared
fun, engaging activities during this
current hybrid environment. Spanish
club made guacamole, agua frescas,
and decorated cookies. French club
celebrated Mardi Gras by wearing
masks, beads, and watching
Covering the Orange Unified School District

Princess & a Frog in French. Anime club made ramen, and
our Audacity/Choir club shared Valentine singing grams.
Please visit our school website at www.cerrovilla.org or
join us on social media to see all our awesome school
happenings. #WeAreCV
Instagram: cerrovillamiddleschoolousd
Facebook: @CerroVillaOUSD
Twitter: @CerroVillaOUSD

April / May 2021
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Chapman Hills Elementary
170 N. Aspen St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/532-8043

How is School Going?
March at Chapman Hills looks different
than it has in years past. As the Principal,
I wanted to showcase and hear from our
students how school has been going for them
this year.
Mackenzie B., a 5th Grader: COVID has
affected me in so many ways. For instance,
Jana Saenz
when I go to school in person, I still go on a
Principal
Google Meet. Some positive things from this
year: I still was able to come to school in person. It is easier
to type than to write my work. My assignments are more
organized on the class website called Google Classroom. I
still am able to see my friends. COVID hasn’t been the best,
however it has brought everyone together and that includes
everyone at school. We have all been working together and

working hard to get through this. We are staying healthy
and sanitizing more than ever and this positively has
affected my daily life at school with all the precautions we
take. I’m glad that at school we are staying safe because it
has been effective and we have stayed COVID free for the
most part. All in all, COVID has affected me, but I am very
grateful that I can still go to school and enjoy it.
Avery M., a 5th Grader: I am so thankful that we were
able to finally come back in person, but we still have to
work on the computers. It is still much better than what
it used to be when we are all virtual. I get to see all of my
friends and my teacher in REAL LIFE! This year I have had
feelings of sadness and joy. Many things have helped me get
through this year like VAPA, class, friends, teachers, and
overall kindness.

Crescent Elementary
5001 E. Gerda Dr., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/997-6371

Kindness Day
Students and staff at Crescent decided
to take Kindness Day, February 17th, and
make it the new norm. During the month
of February, we embraced the Kindness
Challenge by focusing our social-emotional
lessons on teaching about kindness and
Antoinette Coe following up with opportunities for our
students to experience kindness firsthand
Principal
through their actions. Ms. Losi’s class led
the challenge by replacing their distribution of individual
valentines with creating encouraging posters and
displaying them throughout the campus. When asked
about their decision to put others first, Ms. Losi’s class said,
“We wanted to see the delighted faces of all the students
who were able to see our posters around campus, it was

10
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the best gift, not just for us, but for the entire school.”
Other examples of random acts of kindness at Crescent
during the month included writing letters of appreciation
to Veterans, acts of kindness on the playground and in
classrooms, posters and classroom displays promoting
kindness, face masks with kind messages, positive emails
and notes to staff members, and students doing something
nice for a relative or friend. The biggest take away in this
challenge has been the enhanced positivity on campus. It
is clear, our students have experienced the joyfulness of
their actions and will continue to increase the happiness
of everyone by making kindness a priority. To see our
students in action, check out our February Kindness
photos on our school website. Don’t forget, your actions can
be the reason someone smiles today.

El Modena High School
3920 Spring St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6331

Vanguard Cheerleaders are
going to New York City!!
El Modena Cheer and Pom athletes were
accepted by Spirit of America to perform in
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New
York City! This is a tremendous honor for our
students
and a
Jill Katevas
Principal
credit
to their
hard work and resiliency
during the most difficult
of times. Proudly, we
are also able to include
any incoming freshman
who makes our team
to participate in this
incredible opportunity.
What a time to be a
Vanguard! According
to Deborah Najm, our
Booster President,
“When I learned about
the program I knew

we had to apply. I am so excited for the kids to have this
opportunity to both perform and see The Big Apple. Please
watch for our fundraisers to help us get there!” We hope
this starts a new tradition at El Modena where we continue
to provide this chance of a lifetime for future Vanguard
Pom and Cheer Leaders!

El Rancho Charter Middle School
181 S. Del Giorgio Dr., Anaheim, CA 92808 • 714/997-6238

Rock Project
As we continue to navigate
through this very different
school year, El Rancho Charter
School’s ASB remains determined
to spread positivity and find
innovative ways to keep students
Michele Walker connected. One of their most
recent projects called “El Rancho
Principal
ASB Rocks” had students paint
rocks and spread them out throughout our
community. Each student designed a minimum
of two rocks with various fun designs, and
inspirational messages such as “Worry Less,
Smile More” and “Inhale Courage, Exhale Fear.”
The leadership students placed their rocks at
places such as Sycamore Park, Peralta Park,
and even a local library! It made the students
so happy that members of their community
could be out for a run or walk and see some of
their pieces of art. It is their hope that the kind
message or cheerful design brings a smile to the
faces of others.

Covering the Orange Unified School District
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Esplanade Elementary
381 N. Esplanade St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6157

100th Day of School Tradition
is Esplanade Strong!
The 2020-2021 school year started like
no other with all students participating
in instruction via distance learning, with
teachers and students connecting with each
other via their computers. With all that has
changed this school year, one tradition that
Christina
has continued is celebrating the 100th Day
Yokoyama
Principal
of School! On Monday, February 8, 2021,
the 100th day of school, Esplanade students
participated in a variety of activities to mark the special
day. Across campus, students were wearing their 100th day
hats and students dressed up in what they imagined they
would wear when they are 100 years old. Mrs. Angel’s class
used an app on their iPads to age pictures of themselves
to see what they might look like at 100 years old. Mrs.
Schram’s kindergartners created art with 10 groups of
10 items and wrote about the 100th day of school. Mrs.
Palomares’s class made a 100th day puzzle, played a
100th day dice game, and all their brain breaks related to
counting to 100. In the upper grades, students wrote about
what they hope to accomplish by the time they are 100
years old. With all that has changed this school, year, it is a

delight to see traditional activities continue such as the
100th Day of School celebration.

Fairhaven Elementary
1415 Fairhaven Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/997-6178

Kindness Week
Fairhaven
Falcons believe
it is important
to be kind and
so we celebrated
National Random
Christina Hirales Acts of Kindness
Week during
Principal
the month of
February. Ms. Johnson’s 1st
and 2nd grade class made a
video for the whole school to
watch sharing what the week
would look like. Every student
participated and wrote positive
messages and kind words all
over our campus. Students and
staff greeted each other with
hello or had compliments to
give to one another. Our falcons
also participated in keeping our
campus clean to be kind to our hardworking custodians
and finished the week by writing a letter or drawing a
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picture for someone else to brighten their day! Way to go
Falcons! We are so proud of your creativity, innovation and
desire to make the world better with your kindness!

Fletcher Elementary
515 W. Fletcher St., Orange, CA 92865 • 714/997-6181

Lunar New Year Celebration
Mandarin Dual Immersion classes from
Fletcher held their annual Lunar New Year
Celebration on Friday, February 22, 2019.
Students in grades K-6 performed songs,
chants, martial arts and traditional Chinese
dance in front
of a packed
Sara Pelly
auditorium
Principal
at Cerro Villa
Middle School, and dancers
from the Confucius Institute
at SDSU performed a
traditional Chinese Fan Dance.
Recognized as an official
Confucius Classroom in 2015,
Fletcher receives valuable
support and resources from the
Confucius Institute.
The dual immersion
program started at Fletcher
7 years ago, with students
continuing on to Cerro Villa
Middle School, and eventually
Villa Park High School. Once

they complete the required curriculum in grades K-12,
students will graduate with the California Seal of Biliteracy
Award. Graduates of the OUSD Mandarin Dual Language
Immersion Program will have a clear advantage as they
compete for 21st century colleges and careers in a global
marketplace.

Handy Elementary
860 N. Handy St., Orange, CA 92867 • 714/997-6183

Read Across America
Handy Elementary School celebrated Read
Across America March 1-March 5. Handy
scholars kicked off the week by receiving
a bookmark, taking a Reading Pledge, and
cozying
up with a
good book
Erika Krohn
in their
Principal
pajamas!
Each day had a spirit
day such as Read
Your Shirt, Hats off
to Reading, Reading
Works Out Your Brain,
and Favorite Book
Character. Handy Staff
each recommended a
favorite book in a cute
video. Special reading
activities took place
each day in classrooms
such as focusing on a
different book genre,
Covering the Orange Unified School District

studying books from different geographic regions, creating
book trailers using iMovie, and reading outside on a
blanket. Handy hosted a variety of virtual guest readers,
which the students just loved! What a fun way to celebrate
the joy of reading!

April / May 2021
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Imperial Elementary
400 S. Imperial Hwy., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/997-6282

SOARing through
100 Days of School
Despite the challenges of school
life during a global pandemic,
Imperial Elementary SOARed
through their first 100 days of school.
This year’s 100th day was an extra
special celebration as the Imperial
Amber Miller
students, staff, and community
Principal
continue to persevere together
through such unprecedented times. With a shared
vision of providing a robust academic program
while promoting social-emotional health and
well-being, our Imperial staff and students are
devoted to maintaining a thriving school climate
and culture. We continue to be impressed with our
Eagles and their commitment to one another.
The dedication to learning and growing
throughout the first 100 days of the 2020-2021
school year is beyond impressive. A big kudos to
our staff, students and parents. We Are Eagles,
Watch Us SOAR!

Jordan Academy of Language and Computer Science
4319 E. Jordan Ave., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6187

Read Across America Week
At Jordan Academy, we participated in
Read Across America Week, the reading
motivation and awareness program held
annually, on the week of March 1st. During
this week, students and teachers took part
in reading activities and festivities both inperson and virtually that honored the theme
Lorena Rubio
of “Celebrating a Nation of Diverse Readers.”
Principal
Students wore crazy hats in honor of Dr.
Seuss and his beloved character, Cat in the Hat, listened
to silly jokes and riddles on Wacky Wednesday, wore crazy
socks inspired by Fox in Socks, and read outside with their
classmates.
On March 2nd, we were honored to welcome back
California State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Tony Thurmond, for the third year in a row. He shared
about the importance of reading, read aloud Sofia Valdez,
Future Prez, and answered questions from our students
via live stream. Mr. Thurmond is a proud supporter of
Jordan Academy!
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La Veta Elementary

Linda Vista Elementary

2800 E. La Veta Ave., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6155

1200 N. Cannon St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6201

Academics and Social Learning
In February, our students and families
joined in the Kids Heart Challenge where
they participated in choosing one additional
activity to increase daily. The options were
to drink more water each day, be kind to
those they encounter, or exercise more to
promote heart health. Our La Veta Vikings
Sheryl
Anderson-Glass knocked it out of the park and earned over
Principal
$6,000 for the American Heart Association.
Our community is so giving and willing to
help. The students were very excited to work towards an
attainable goal and see results with their choices.
In-Person and Virtual students participated in an
exciting Read Across America Week in early March. La
Veta students and staff showed their true school spirit with
dress up days which included pajamas and their favorite
character from a book. La Veta classrooms were filled with
reading activities promoting literacy and fun while building
school culture and capacity. Guest readers helped complete
the week’s worth of activities by choosing books that were
both interesting and lesson worthy. Our La Veta Vikings
focused one day on the book The Day the Crayons Quit.
It was a great read to help create a kind community of
inclusiveness and acceptance. I am so proud of our Vikings
and know that they will continue to make a tremendous
impact on creating a school that is successful in academics
and social emotional learning.

Lampson Elementary
13321 Lampson Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/997-6153

Exercising with Compassion
Lampson Leopards participated in the
Kid’s Heart Challenge the month of February.
The Kid’s Heart Challenge is a fun and
exciting experience where our students
learned about their heart while helping
others by raising money for the American
Heart Association. The initial goal was to try
Alejandra
Pantoja
to raise $1,000. However, over the course of
Principal
the 3-week challenge, our Lampson Leopards
raised $2,398.14! Lampson Leopards have
PAWS- Practice respect, Accept responsibility, Work hard
and Safety matters. Go Leopards!
Covering the Orange Unified School District

Inspiration Hall
There is a new look for Linda Vista’s
Inspiration Hall, yes there is a name for the
main hallway. As one walks down Inspiration
Hall, they will see bulletin boards created
by grade levels, the CARES program, and
the Linda Vista Student Leopard Leaders.
Each bulletin board displays ideas, work,
Ginette Kelley
and “inspirations” created by Linda Vista
Principal
students. The most recent addition is the
“Inspiring Our PAWS” wall. This wall features a focus
on Cultural Heritage and those who inspire us all. This
monthly list also shares which government office that
helped bring that focus to the forefront.

“Cultural Heritage,” is the heritage that does not consist
of money or property, but of culture, values and traditions.
Cultural heritage implies a shared bond, the belonging to a
community. It represents our history and our identity; our
bond to the past, to our present, and the future.”
Last year Linda Vista received the California Civic
Learning Award of Merit. Linda Vista received this honor
for their PAWS for Patriotism program. This year they are
hoping to do the same. Linda Vista’s focus on civic learning,
patriotism, and honoring the cultural heritage each month
makes their community stronger.
As members of this greater Leopard Community, we
encourage everyone to learn more about each other, open
your mind to other ways of thinking, and realize that no
one way is better than another. This will help us all develop
our Potential, Aspirations, Wisdom, and Spirit. We are
Leopards, We have PAWS!
April / May 2021
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Nohl Canyon
4100 E. Nohl Ranch Rd., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/997-6203

Thankful/Valentine Week
Through in-person or virtual learning,
Nohl Canyon students and staff continued to
display their thankfulness during our week
long “Thankful/Valentine
Week”, February 8-11.
Following the safety
guidelines in place, our
Jeff
traditional “Valentine
Jones
Principal
Day” celebration needed
to expand to a different
level. Instead of one day of celebration,
Nohl Canyon had four days to celebrate
thankfulness/valentine’s day. Students
and staff took part by following specific
theme days and displaying acts of
kindness: Monday-Thankful for School
(100th day of school – see picture),
Tuesday – Thankful for Family,
Wednesday – Thankful for Teachers,
Thursday – Thankful for Friends.
Through a school-wide Padlet, all
students were able to display their own
thankfulness. Mrs. Horist 2nd grade

class went a step further and created thankful cards for
a local residential Elder Care House. As Principal, I am
so proud of our genuine, heartfelt acts of kindness of our
Roadrunner families!

McPherson Magnet
333 S. Prospect St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6384

Family STEM Challenges

Learn about
World History • US History
Videos • Art • Music
Study Habits
History is about learning and
understanding the past. The past
does not change, but interpretations
do. One cannot erase history and
expect to remember the past.

FR EE
Enjoy!
Histor y B
uffs
Teacher s
Students

HistoryDepot.com
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McPherson Magnet students participate
in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics) focused lessons throughout
the school day to build and enhance their
communication, collaboration, creativity,
and critical thinking skills. This year, due to
Brenna Godsey our safety guidelines at school, we haven’t
Principal
been able to collaborate in the same way
that we normally do. So, two of McPherson’s
wonderful teachers, Mrs. Andrade and Mrs. Hoffman, have
created Family STEM Challenges. Our McPherson families
have had fun disguising a gingerbread man as a storybook
character and using their imaginations to turn circles into
something new. These challenges have been fun for the
whole family to get involved with. The Guerra family says,
“The quarantine has been challenging for everyone in
my family, so we jump at the opportunity of doing things
together and having fun.” Megan Kim, 7th grade McPherson
student said, “The Family STEM project was a fun way to
let my creativity be expressed. I knew I could use those old
crayons for something.” McPherson students are developing
their college and career readiness skills through the
incorporation of STEM activities at school and at home!

Olive Elementary
3038 Magnolia Ave., Orange, CA 92865 • 714/637-8218

Kindness Rocks
Each year, Olive
Elementary focuses on
character building, positive
relationships, and creating
a culture of kindness
throughout our campus.
Heather Darrow This year, students and
staff at Olive Elementary
Principal
participated in The Great
Kindness Challenge, which brought a focus
of kindness to our school during the month
of February. We accepted challenges such as
smiling at new people and setting up school
spirit days centered on being kind to others.
On the 100th Day of School, we showed we
are Never Too Old to be Kind and at the end
of the month we dressed as Rock stars to
show that Kindness Rocks! While this was a
fun way to move kindness to the top of our
priority list, it was also a way for us to focus
on being the best we can be for each other.
This was an easy challenge because Olive
Ocelots are always kind. Way to go Ocelots!

Orange High School
525 N. Shaffer St., Orange, CA 92867 • 714/997-6211

Leaders Spread Positivity
In light of recent national and
world events, that have occurred
in the last year, our OHS ASB
Student Leadership chose to
make a difference! Through the
collective work of our diverse team
of students, and spearheaded by our
Dennis
McCuistion
superstar sophomores, the students
Principal
have been creating a school-wide
campaign highlighting positivity,
encouragement, and celebrating the diversity of
our campus and our larger community.
Through weekly Cultural Highlights, Anti-Hate
messages posted on our physical campus, as well
as online, and activities such as our joint in-person
and virtual positive message walls, the students
are making an impact on students and staff alike.
Continuing with our semester-long theme
of “Panthers Don’t Hate, We Celebrate,” we are
hosting a week-long fest of all things great at
OHS: diversity, our very inclusive teams, VAPA
programs, clubs, our bright futures, and of course
our amazing school spirit.
Covering the Orange Unified School District
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Palmyra Elementary
1325 E. Palmyra Ave., Orange, CA 92866 • 714/997-6207

Doesn’t Just Persevere We Excel!
We have all heard the expression “what
gets counted, counts!” This encourages
us all to set goals, and develop a plan to
achieve those goals. Our scholars are
doing just that!
In previous years, Robotics, Tutoring,
and
other after school resources were
Davine Jones
offered to promote increased student
Principal
engagement, and connection to school.
The 2020-2021 school year in Phase 2 Reopening
brought new challenges for social interactions and
physical activity. Palmyra started the 100 Mile Club
as both an individualized physical fitness program
(accessed in person and virtually), and a life skills
program. 100 Mile Club provides students with
meaningful opportunities to set a personal goal, work
to make it happen, connect with peers, and be more
physically active at school or home.
Well Palmyra Pintos are not just ordinary students
some have an amazing talent for setting goals, and
achieving them. In the month of February, we had six
students from grade 1 to grade 6 (in person and virtual)
who reached the incredible goal of running 100 miles!
These students are exceptional, but not alone as every
student is striving to reach their goal in 100 mile and in
25 Miles! 100 Mile Club is an inclusive program where everyone can walk,
their learning. With the support of our Resource Specialist
run or roll to achieve their goal of 100 miles by the end of the school year.
and Coach for reaching English Language Proficiency, we It is about meeting personal goals. We are so proud of our students who are
had 11 students meet their goals of reclassification! We are on their way to achieving their goals. We also want to give a special shout
so proud of all our Pintos for striving to be their personal
out to our students who have already met their 100 Mile goal! best!

Panorama Elementary
10512 Crawford Canyon Rd., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/997-6265

School Connectedness
Panorama focuses on
school connectedness and
exemplifying CARE. CARE
(Courtesy, Achievement, &
Responsibility for Everyone)
unifies our school community
as we strive to exhibit CAREing
Erin Rosselli
Interim Principal Panther behavior. This past
month, our school focused on
courtesy by participating in Random Acts of
Kindness Week. Some classes took this a step
further and continued with acts of kindness
for a month! Mrs. Cinadr’s fifth grade class
created a bulletin board to document their
journey. They reached 100 random acts of
kindness!
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To foster school
connectedness, we have
increased our spirit days. Every
Monday is Meaningful Monday,
and we encourage our students
to wear shirts with messages to
consistently celebrate positivity.
We love reading the shirts and
sharing the messages throughout
the day. Additionally, our student
leadership has begun to delve
deeply into wellness strategies
to share with our students. This
leadership group allows students
to grow their confidence, while
learning leadership skills.

Portola / Yorba

270 N. Palm Dr., Orange, CA 92868
714/997-6361

Middle Schools

Verizon Innovative
Learning
Portola and Yorba Middle
Schools have become the
first middle schools in
Orange County to join,
Verizon Innovative Learning.
Verizon’s education initiative
Jeff
Sandra
Morgan
Preciado-Martin targeting Title I schools,
which aims to address
Principal
Principal
barriers to digital inclusion.
In partnership with Digital Promise, Verizon Innovative
Learning will provide the students and staff members at
Portola and Yorba Middle Schools with free 1:1 devices,

935 N. Cambridge St., Orange, CA 92867
714/997-6161

free internet access, and a technology-driven curriculum.
In addition, Portola and Yorba will each receive extensive
teacher training and support from a full-time coach to
train teachers to effectively integrate technology into
their lessons and enable students to develop the skills,
knowledge, and confidence needed to build an innovative
workforce of the future.
Portola and Yorba Middle Schools are among the 148
new schools joining Verizon Innovative Learning for
the 2021-22 school year. Both Principals, Jeff Morgan
and Sandra Preciado are extremely excited to have an
opportunity to collaborate with such a wonderful program
in an effort to close the achievement gap and provide
equitable resources for our students and families.

Prospect Elementary
379 N. Virage St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6271

Strong Hearts,
Strong Minds,
Strong Futures
On Tuesday
March 2nd Prospect
Celebrated Read
Across America.
Sally Hughson Although the day
looked different,
Principal
many fun activities
were enjoyed by all! Here are a few
highlights:
Mrs. Zedek’s 3rd grade in-person
and virtual students learned about
Dr. Seuss’s alter ego, LeSieg, his real
name. Followed by a directed art
lesson of Thing 1 and Thing 2.
Mrs. Ashworth’s 3rd and 4th
grade in-person and virtual students
participated in a writing lesson,
“What would happen if Thing 1 and
Thing 2 came to my house?” After
watching clips of Dr. Seuss fun
facts, the students participated in a
Kahoot! game.
Mrs. Soliz’s K, 1st and 2nd grade
students made Thing 1 and Thing 2
hats, after that they measured their
feet with various units (One Foot,
Two Foot, Red Foot, Blue Foot), and
participated in a directed art lesson
drawing Green Eggs and Ham.

Covering the Orange Unified School District
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Richland High School
615 N. Lemon St., Orange, CA 92867 • 714/997-6167

Congrats Grads!
Richland High
School recently
celebrated the high
school graduation
of several students.
Remote learning has
been a challenge for
Maureen
Eckholdt
many students, and
Principal
Richland provides
multiple supports to
keep students on track. However,
these graduates took on extra
classes to graduate early and move
on to college or job opportunities.
It is a testament to the resilience
of our students that they can
succeed under such challenging
circumstances. The teachers and
staff of Richland High are proud
of the hard work and dedication
exhibited by these students:
Yessica Jacobo Sanches, Jade
Ledezma Minero, Keneth Yahir Lope Gomez, Arely Luis,

Anthoni Ramirez, Daylen Reyes, Leonardo Rodriguez,
Ashley Soriano, and Manual Urtiz

Running Springs Elementary
8670 E. Running Springs Dr., Anaheim, CA 92808 • 714/281-4512

International Baccalaureate Program
Running Spring Elementary School
is a second year candidate school for the
International Baccalaureate Primary
Years Program. Transdisciplinary learning
is a key component of the International
Baccalaureate program.
Transdisciplinary means “across the
Mark McLaughlin
disciplines”— or subject areas. Therefore,
Principal
transdisciplinary learning is learning that
occurs throughout all the subject areas. What does this
mean for the students of Running Springs? It means that
teachers are working to connect the learning that the
students are doing in one subject with the learning they
are doing in many of the other subject areas. This is done
by using broad concepts as the anchor for the learning. As
an example, first graders “Who We Are” unit develops the
concept of rules and laws throughout various subject areas
from social studies (rules and laws in the community) to
grammar (rules for writing sentences) to math (rules of
addition and subtraction). Another example comes from
sixth grade. In their unit of inquiry for “Where We Are
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in Place and Time”, the teachers focus on the concept of
civilizations and how they have impacted our lives today.
In social studies, the students learn the background
knowledge they need to understand each ancient
civilization. The learning continues during reading where
the students read stories from their Wonders series about
various civilizations. In writing, the students share their
learning through multiple writing activities such as an
expository essay. The learning even continues during math
once the students learn about geometry, which started in
ancient Greece. Transdisciplinary learning is beneficial for
the students because it gives them multiple opportunities
to explore a concept through various subject areas.
Running Springs is a candidate school for the
International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years
Programme and pursuing authorization as an IB World
School. IB World Schools share a common philosophy—a
commitment to improve the teaching and learning of a
diverse and inclusive community of students by delivering
challenging, high quality programmes of international
education that share a powerful vision.

Santiago Charter Middle School
515 N. Rancho Santiago Blvd., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6366

Awards and Recognition
Keep an eye out… two
new seals are going up at
Santiago! Santiago Charter
Middle School continues
to be recognized on a
state and national level for
the exemplary programs
Dr. James
Ashley
provided in the Orange
D’Agostino
Pedroza
Co-Principal
Co-Principal
community. In the last few
years, Santiago has been
recognized as a:
• 2020 CA Democracy School (one of 31 schools AND 		
one of 7 middle schools in California): Selected as an 		
exemplar school, Santiago consistently dedicates time,
resources, policies, and expertise while leading highquality civic learning that prepares ALL students for 		
civic life in the 21st century.
• 2020 NAMM Best Community for Music Education 		
(one of 148 schools selected in the United States
AND one in 28 in California): Santiago received 		
this Support Music Merit Award recognizing our 		
commitment to music education and music growth 		
opportunities for all students.
• 2020, 2018, & 2017 CA Civic Learning Merit Award 		
Recipient: One of a few schools to be selected
multiple years, Santiago continually provides 		
an educational experience grounded in civics that 		
emphasizes the importance of preparing students to 		
actively participate in democracy.

• 2019 CA Civic Learning Award of Distinction
(one of 6 schools selected in California AND one of 		
two middle schools selected in the state): Santiago 		
received this state of CA award saluting inclusivity 		
and engagement of all students, across all content 		
areas.
• 2019 WASC Accredited (Western Association of 		
Schools and Colleges): Santiago was accredited by 		
WASC in 2019 as a school that provides enrichment 		
and differentiation on an individualized basis for all 		
students. Additionally, Santiago was recognized as a 		
total program exemplary for all students.
• 2019 CA and National P21 Exemplar School
(one of 13 schools selected in the United States):
With a strong sense of ownership and pride,
the Santiago community comes together to provide a
warm, collaborative learning environment where 		
students are enabled and encouraged to explore 		
pathways that suit their unique interests and needs.
• 2019 CA and National School to Watch: Recognized for
our personalized approach to learning and our
digital integration of a digital portfolio across all
content areas, Santiago was recognized as a
National School to Watch.
We are proud of the continued effort of all Santiago
Santanas to provide what is best for our students. Although
the awards and recognitions reaffirm the program, the
real successes are in the anecdotes of our students. We are
honored to continue providing an exceptional experience
for current and future Santanas.

Serrano Elementary
17741 Serrano Ave., Villa Park, CA 92861 • 714/997-6275

Kindness Month
At Serrano Elementary,
the month of February
was Kindness Month!
It was a wonderful
month filled with acts of
kindness and activities
to highlight how much
Laura Kresl
kindness matters.
Principal
Students played kindness
bingo by completing acts of kindness
on campus and in the community. On
Wednesdays, staff and students wore
“Be Kind” t-shirts. Our librarian shared
kindness read-aloud with the classes
and Principal Kresl read the story,
Beatrice’s Goat to introduce our schoolwide Kindness Project. The story is
Covering the Orange Unified School District

about an impoverished
Ugandan girl whose
life was transformed
by the gift of a goat. As
a school, we collected
spare change to purchase
several goats through the
nonprofit organization,
Heifer International. Our
Serrano community loved
working together to make
a difference for those who
are less fortunate! Students
in-person and virtual were
able to participate in all
the activities and you could
feel the kindness vibes all
month!
April / May 2021
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Sycamore Elementary
340 N. Main St., Orange, CA 92868 • 714/997-6277

Happy Spring!
At Sycamore we are very excited to grow
in our learning & in our gardens! In the
month of March, we were able to offer virtual
and in-person math tutoring to almost 70
students needing some extra practice for
their academic growth. Tutoring teachers
used Nearpod and iReady lessons as “water,
Renee Ybarra
soil & sunlight” to meet student academic
Principal
needs.
We are also excited to grow our gardens! We previously
received a grant from the Orange Blossoms for 11 garden
boxes and kid-sized gardening tools. Thanks to donations
from many families, we now are ready to seal up the wood

planters so they last for years to come and fill them with
soil and seeds.
The intention of this grant is to have a relaxing activity
for students to do during recess with principal supervision.
Gardening is a passion for Mrs. Ybarra and many students
became interested in it last spring during the shut down
when she would share videos from her home garden,
teaching the students how they could grow things, and
asking for their help in solving some garden problems.
Students enjoyed sharing their own videos and comments
about what they were growing, too. We are excited this
spring, to beautify our campus, learn about the earth and
science, and practice self-care all at the same time.
Gardening is not only great for the environment, but is a
stress-relieving activity for all ages!

Taft Elementary
1829 N. Cambridge St., Orange, CA 92865 • 714/997-6254

Perseverance Pays Off
Taft 4th grade students
celebrated the Mars rover
landing on February 18th
with a special connection.
The rover is named
Perseverance, which just
happens to be the 4th grade
Connie Smith
character trait. Students
Principal
watched live-streamed
kick off events prior to the landing day to
learn about the amazing and innovative
features of this rover, as well as the focus
of its mission. They learned about the
importance of computer science, and
coding specifically, from scientists at JPL.
On landing day, the fourth graders eagerly
watched the NASA livestream, cheering
along with everyone at Mission Control as
Perseverance safely touched down on Mars.
STEM activities related to the mission of
Perseverance will continue as the 4th grade
teachers share their love of science and all
things space related with their students.
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Taft 4th Grade Teachers Lisa Gavitt and Jessica Norquist

Villa Park Elementary
10551 Center Dr., Villa Park, CA 92861 • 714/997-6281

Civic Learning Merit Award
In 2020 Villa Park Elementary
was awarded the Civic Learning
Merit Award for our work with
restorative practices, service
learning, and civic learning.
As a school site we foster the
Dr. Sara Beggs importance of community
Principal
within our walls and out. We
are currently part of the hero
squad supporting the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society. At this point we have already raised
over $2,500 to support research, education,
and advocacy for children with Leukemia and
Lymphoma. Presley is our #1 donator.
In addition, each year Villa Park Elementary
participates in the Team Kids Challenge to
support local charities and families within our
community. This year we will continue our
tradition virtually which will include weekly
challenges, as well as a 4th, 5th, and 6th grade
leadership team. Team Kids Challenge is a
completely student led challenge which we are
proud to be a part of. GO BOBCATS!

Villa Park High School
18042 Taft Ave., Villa Park, CA 92861 • 714/532-8020

21 for Class of ‘21
We had our first Senior Activity on
Sunday, February 21 at 1 pm in front of the
100/200 Building here at Villa Park HS.
The event was for the class of 2021 only
and was a drive thru in front of the 100/200
building where our
PFSO and ASB handed
Dr. Ken Miller
Principal
out boxed cupcakes
to our seniors in their
cars, as they drove by the front of
our beautiful school. Our great ASB
and PFSO made banners and signs
as well. It was a great celebration for
the Class on 2021 on the 21st! We will
continue this practice on March 21,
April 21 and May 21!

recipients included our 37 newly reclassified students,
as they earned Language Proficiency Award recipients
at our drive-thru ceremony. Congratulations on your
achievements. I appreciate your patience and support. We
are all doing the best we can do for our Villa Park High
School Spartan kids and families during these times.

Spartans Student of the Month
A HUGE shout out to our great
Activities Director, Ms. Hedspeth,
and our wonderful EL Coordinator,
Mrs. Morrell, for honoring our
Students of the Month on Thursday,
February 25. Our fabulous Spartan
Covering the Orange Unified School District
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West Orange Elementary
243 S. Bush St., Orange, CA 92868 • 714/997-6283

Congratulations Mrs. Corrine Owens
We are thrilled to announce that Mrs.
Corrine Owens is OUSD Teacher of the
Year for 2020-2021. What an honor it is to
have her represent our district but most
importantly be recognized for all of her
innovative work while juggling two grade
levels as a combo teacher. Not only does
Dr. Monica
she do it effortlessly but she continuously
Murray
Principal
shows her students that she cares about
their education and goes above and beyond
to ensure they receive the support they need. She opens
doors for students and empowers them to become leaders
since 2005!
Also, we are excited to kick off March with Read
Across America week and Our School Rocks Campaign.
For Read Across America week, we are ready to celebrate
with uplifting stories and promote a continuous culture
of reading with our Warriors and Families. Our School
Rocks campaign is focused on strengthening a home-toschool connection by tapping into the creativity of our
families. Each interested family will receive a rock kit
starting Monday, March 8th. Each rock kit will have two
rocks; one to share with your family and one to place in our
school garden. To participate they will need to decorate

and place one rock in their community and bring one rock
back to school to beautify our campus. Are you up to the
challenge?

Vacation—Word Search Contest

Rules! One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put OR in the subject line.
Entries must be received by May 5, 2021
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble.
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CAR

GAMES

BUS

SNACKS

TRAIN

PUZZLES

AIRPLANE

PAJAMAS

BOAT

JACKET

SUITCASE

SNEAKERS

BACKPACK

SUNBLOCK

SWIMSUIT

HAT

MAPS

WATER

PASSPORT

SOCKS
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