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Smiles All Around!
Even under their masks, we could see
their big smiles! Last week, across all our
elementary schools, we had the opportunity
to welcome back our youngest learners.
Our blended-learning TK–K students were
thrilled to finally get to be on their school
campus for the first time and to be able
Dr. Tim Stowe to meet their teachers in person! The day
Interim
was filled with excitement, and I heard one
Superintendent
student excitedly say to his parents as he
jumped into their arms, “Best day ever—can I come back
tomorrow!”

Anil
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Member

Jasmine
Young-Park
Member

Although the first day is generally a milestone filled
with separation anxiety, this “second first day” was filled
with anticipation for new experiences, which they will get
to share with their classmates. The successful transition
to in-person learning is the result of extensive planning on
the part of our extraordinary and hardworking teachers,
staff and district administrators. Thank you for keeping
your focus on doing what is best for all our students during
these unconventional times!
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We are pleased that converting
School News to digital has been wellreceived by our loyal readers.
This has been an unusual year and
the articles in this issue continue to
demonstrate how educators, students
and the community have stepped up
to the challenge.
I appreciate your many nice
comments when you email your
contest entries. Be sure to enter the

Copyright © 2006, School News Roll Call, LLC
Reproduction in whole or in part without written
permission is strictly prohibited unless otherwise stated.
Opinions expressed by contributing writers and guest
columnists are their views and not necessarily those of
School News Roll Call. This publication is privately
owned and the right is reserved to select and edit content.
The Torrance Unified School District does not endorse the
advertisers in this publication.

contest on page 23 and remember
our contests are open to all ages.
We have included student book
reviews on page 24 to help with
reading choices over the Winter
Break.
If you would like to join our
sales team working from your home,
please email me for information
kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com.
Our next issue is March 17, 2021.

Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Pastry • Fresh Basked Bread • Espresso
Breakfast • Lunch

Dedicated Gluten Free Facility

1% to sell any home
Do the math.
Glasband
I list for 1% you pay the buyers agent 2.5%.
Call or email for more pricing info.
Gets
You Home!
Save $$$$ THOUSANDS. Thank you teachers.

Our entire inventory of
food and products are gluten-free.
We are committed in serving crafted pastries to
people who have gluten allergy and Celiac Disease.

Alan
Glasband
Alan
Glasband
DRE#01880760
DRE#01880760

424-261-8073
424-261-8073
AlanGlasband.com
aglasband@gmail.com

Realty
One Group United DRE# 01978196
aglasband@gmail.com
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Torrance Education Foundation
P.O. Box 1397, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/320-7232 • www.torranceeducationfoundation.org

Giving Back In More Ways Than One
The Torrance Education
Foundation (TEF),
in partnership with
the Torrance Unified
School District, had the
most participation for
Shireen Ossanlo the Virtual Skechers
Executive Director Friendship Walk in history!
TEF donated $128,875
back to TUSD schools and groups for
their involvement in this event. A record
high and over $30,000 than what was
presented to the District last year.
Congratulations to those schools who
registered over 100 walkers, and thank
you to everyone who participated in the
biggest fundraiser of the year.
This Fall, TEF launched the DollarA-Day Campaign to raise funds for
Refillable Water Bottle Stations at each
TUSD School. This year’s fundraising
initiative will better serve student needs
during the ongoing COVID-19 health
emergency and our campus life beyond
the pandemic. The Ed Foundation has
already raised over $25,000. This money
will buy 17 refillable bottle stations. This
health and safety campaign is on-going
and is critical for our schools to open
back up safely. For more information
on TEF and initiatives to better TUSD
schools, please visit www.TEF4Kids.org.

Torrance Council of PTAs
www.torrancecouncilofptas.org

Your Advocacy Needed
The Torrance Council of PTAs (TCPTA)
oversees the PTA units at all 30 schools in
the school district. We are organized under
the authority of the California State PTA
to provide information, instruction and
leadership training to our units as well as
Denise Spellman coordination of the efforts of our units.
TCPTA Project HOPE (Helping Our
President
People Every Day) is one of our programs
that help provide necessities to our TUSD students and
families who are identified as homeless or in the foster care
system. It was able to provide 50 boxes filled with food
to families for Thanksgiving as well as additional school
supplies needed for those students that have to do distance
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learning at home because of Covid-19. We are also in the
process of packing food boxes for the Christmas holiday
and providing families with personal-care items.
Unfortunately, because of Covid-19 and no large
gatherings being allowed, we’ve had to cancel many of our
events, such as College and Career Fair, Sacramento Safari
and Bike Rodeo. We are looking at alternative ways to have
other programs available for students and their families via
Zoom.
PTA continues to be a powerful advocate for education
and child-welfare issues. TCPTA has over 7,000 members
and encourages those who have not yet joined the PTA
at their local school to do so and join the nation’s largest
advocacy group.

MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach
Preparing Your Child for Modified Holiday Celebrations
This year, holiday celebrations for so many
families will be different. It may be a difficult
change, but it also means the opportunity to
have smaller, more intimate gatherings. This
will give your family a chance to connect
more and increase quality conversations.
As you’re planning your modified holiday

Ioana Pal, PsyD.,
clinical psychologist, celebrations, follow these tips:
• Keep your celebration outdoors if possible.
Stramski Children’s
Developmental
• Try limiting the number of attendees.
Center,
• Consider where family is traveling from
MemorialCare
and if it’s a good idea to have them visit
Miller Children’s &
in
person. You may want to try a hybrid
Women’s Hospital
model of a few in-person members and 		
Long Beach

		
		
		
		

virtual for those from afar.
• Make sure you have enough personal 		
protective equipment or ask those
coming to a gathering to bring their own.
• Ask those invited to give you any health
updates within two weeks of the planned event.

Your family’s mental well-being is just as important as
their physical health and safety. It’s important to prepare
your child for these changes using these tips:
• Acknowledge their feelings. Don’t brush them aside.
• Explain the exception and why this year may be 		
different.
• Have a family meeting to decide holiday plans as a 		
team. Encourage communication, creative thinking
and problem solving when planning.
• Keep your children connected with extended family 		
by sending emails or hand written notes to those
who can’t or shouldn’t travel.
• Help your children express their feelings through 		
journaling activities, where they can write about
how 2020 was different.
However you choose to celebrate, have a safe
and happy holiday season!

2801 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806
800-MEMORIAL(636-6742) • millerchildrens.org/Elite
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Adams Elementary
2121 238th St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4480 • adams.tusd.org

Warm Feet, Warm Hearts!
For the month of November, our
positive-behavior focus was citizenship.
As a school, we talked about how we can
be good citizens at home and at school,
with such ideas as respecting others,
treating others the way we want to be
treated, being a good neighbor, and
Shayla
Smith-Taranto
getting involved within our community.
Principal
John Adams kicked off our Good
Citizenship Community Project in which
we donated unworn pairs of socks to local organizations
in Torrance and Long Beach. This was a great
opportunity for our school community to come together
and give back. Giving back provides a natural sense
of accomplishment. We want our students to feel good
about helping others.
Our goal was to collect at least 200 pairs of socks to
donate. Within a week, we collected 171 pairs! The John
Adams Community showed amazing generosity. In the
end, we were able to collect 600 pairs of socks!
We are so proud that our school community will help
families have warm feet, especially with the holidays
being right around the corner.

Anza Elementary
21400 Ellinwood Dr., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4559 • anzaelementary.org

The Green Team
Ohana offers covid-safe classes
both in-person and Zoom.
We offer many different styles of
dance for adults and children.
Competitive and
Recreational dance classes

Contact us to audition
for 2021!

Register
Today!
Visit

ohanadance.com

(424) 452-6226 | admin@ohanadance.com
2772 Artesia Blvd #107, Redondo Beach
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Anza’s Counseling Department helps the
Anza community go green with its Green
Team! The Green team has several teams
within it that each contribute to helping the
Anza community go greener in different
ways. The Anza Green Team Newsletter
Barbara Marks Team writes and distributes the Nature
Principal
Monthly Newsletter once or twice a month
with articles, tips, games and activities
that families can do to help the environment. A recent
addition that has been lauded by many students are jokes
related to the current theme or relevant holidays for the
month, courtesy of one of the most prolific writers for
the newsletter. Recent main topics for newsletters have
included trees, animals, recycling, and reusing, and in
January, the theme will be the solar system. Activities often
center on how to take items that would normally be thrown
away and how to make them into something new, like art
or something functional. Members on the Green Team
Leadership team record verbal announcements for Anza’s
weekly Flag Assembly to announce when a new newsletter
is coming out and highlight a portion of the newsletter to
help drive interest among the students.

Arlington Elementary
17800 Van Ness Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4519 • arlington.tusd.org

Dr. Vicki Hath
Principal

Arlington was so excited to welcome our youngest Superstars to school for in person school!
This definitely was one for the history books, welcoming students in a much different way. Happy First day of school, Superstars.

Covering the Torrance Unified School District
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Arnold Elementary
4100 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4524 • arnold.tusd.org

Arnold Activities are
Still Going Strong
Despite the physical separation
that our Alleycats have experienced
this year, we are still enjoying many
of the activities and traditions that
make Arnold Elementary School
so special. Our first large-scale live
Justine Lang
Principal
virtual event was the Halloween
Parade where over 600 students
participated in two virtual parades where they
showed off their costumes to their Alleycat friends.
This year even masks were
allowed! The very next week
we kicked off our Fun Run
fundraising with a virtual
Pep Rally where students
found out that they would be
dancing instead of running!
All students got a cool Dance
Edition headband to wear to
the high-energy, fun video
event. At Virtual Movie Night,
over 70 kids signed in to play
virtual games and then watch
movies with their families at
home. While they might not
look the same, our Arnold
activities have helped to keep
our community together
during this very “interesting”
year. We are in this together!
#ArnoldStrong!
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Calle Mayor Middle School
4800 Calle Mayor, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4548 • callemayormiddleschool.org

Lots of Activity
There is a hum of construction
in the air! Calle Mayor is extremely
excited to almost be finished with
construction of our new gymnasium.
It is projected at being completed
January 2021 and it looks amazing.
This great addition to our campus
Dave Mosley
Principal
will give our students another area to
showcase their many talents.
We are also excited to announce that we will
continue to have an AED (Automated External
Defibrillator) on our campus, this is due to our
continued support of our business partner, Torrance
Memorial Medical Center. This device provides
another level of safety to our amazing Calle Mayor
campus.
In October, we were fortunate enough to
have some of our students return to campus and
participate in our annual Trick or Treat celebration.
The students and staff truly enjoyed it and we look
forward to offering more students an opportunity to
come back to campus. We hope you have a safe and
happy New Year.

Carr Elementary
3404 W. 168th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4467 • carr.tusd.org

Carr Cubs are Grateful!

Katie
Schenkelburg
Principal

Our Kind Cubs Leadership
Group hosted a virtual spirit
week in November where
our students focused on
gratitude. Students posted
their pictures of the gratitude
mandalas they made, the
google slides about gratitude
that they created, as well
as gratitude notes posted

Covering the Torrance Unified School District

to our jam board. It was wonderful to
hear about the things that inspire our
cubs and help them through challenging
times. Additionally, we hosted our first
ever virtual talent show and our cubs
sang, danced, played instruments and
much more! The variety was amazing and
we were so happy to see their talents!
There are more exciting things to come
in the months ahead at Carr!

December 2020 / January 2021
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Casimir Middle School
17220 Casimir Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4498 • casimir.tusd.org

Medical Detectives
Hard at Work
Casimir’s Project Lead
The Way Medical Detectives
continue to conduct
fascinating investigations
by testing their hypotheses
James Ashikawa of the various mysteries of
Interim Principal
medical Science.
As you can see, our
Casimir students are continuing their
learning adventure every day. Thank
you to all Casimir Teachers, Staff and
Community for the absolutely amazing job
you’ve been doing!

In an 7th grade experiment, Addison Helaire asks the question:
“Will listening to different types of music raise or lower your heart rate?”
In this picture Addison (far right) is teaching her sisters how to
find their pulse to calculate their heart rate.

Sydney Matsumoto is conducting a 7th grade experiment titled:
“Does eating a bowl of spicy ramen increase or decrease your temperature?”
In this picture Sydney (right) is taking her mom’s temperature
at the beginning of the lab to establish her control variable.

Asher Dufek (7th Grader) tests his hypothesis: “Does the volume of a
person’s voice who is speaking increase the heart rate of the listener?”
In this picture Asher (right) is teaching his brother how to
find his pulse to calculate his heart rate.

Kids have fun. Parents see results.

Coding for Kids
Book a
Free Coding Session &
Get up to 40% off
424-291-CODE(2633)
www.codeninjas.com/ca-torrance
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Child Care While
Learning Remotely –
— 7 locations
Winter Camp
@ the Main Y

TORRANCE-SOUTH BAY YMCA

2900 West Sepulveda Blvd, Torrance, CA 90505
310 325 5885 | www.ymcaLA.org

Edison Elementary

Fern Elementary

3800 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4513 • edison.tusd.org

1314 Fern Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4506 • fern.tusd.org

Reading Is Cool!
In November, we held our first Virtual
Family Literacy Night, with four breakout
sessions for parents to choose from and
participate in. Teachers presented topics
such as how to help struggling readers,
how to foster the love for reading, reading
Jayne Okazaki comprehension tips, and the use of online
Principal
ELA resources.
While parents were participating in a
literacy training session, students were busy listening to
preselected books from Storyline Online. After listening
to and reading the book, students completed a simple form
and turned it in for a prize. If the student read one book,
they received a free book of choice. If the student read two
books, they received a free book and a fancy bookmark of
choice. If the student read three books, they received a free
book, a bookmark of choice and a Clippers jersey!

Back on Campus!
We are proud to say that our newest Fern
Falcons are back on campus! Beginning on
Monday, Dec. 7, the a.m. and p.m. blendedlearning cohorts returned to in-person
teaching with their TK and kindergarten
teachers! These students have been busy
learning about their classrooms and the Fern
Michael
Remland
campus in a socially distant manner that
Principal
ardently follows all of the protocols directed
by the Department of Public Health.
While our blended-learning cohorts have
been learning about on-campus routines, our distancelearning classrooms continue to learn and help others
in the process. In the process of learning about animals,
Mrs. Smith’s kindergarten distance-learning classroom
has adopted a Guernsey heifer cow called Buttercup. By
adopting Buttercup, Mrs. Smith’s class learns important
details about the life of a young cow on a farm and receives
regular updates about Buttercup and her daily routines.

Mrs. Smith’s Distance Learning classroom has adopted “Buttercup,”
a two-month-old Guernsey Heifer.

Simultaneously Edison students are participating in a
monthlong Clippers Read to Achieve program. PTA also
held its annual weeklong Scholastic bookfair online.

Covering the Torrance Unified School District

All of our Fern Falcons continue to learn at a high
level, whether it is in person or through distance learning.
Continue to SOAR, Falcons!

December 2020 / January 2021
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Hickory Elementary
2800 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4672 • w1.hickory.tusd.org

Priorities haven’t Changed
2020 has been a different
school year for our Hickory
learners. While we have not
had the opportunity to meet in
person yet, that hasn’t stopped
our students from engaging
Maggie Mabery in a variety of Hickory
Principal
experiences.
This school year, six
teachers are providing Hickory Lunch Clubs
for our students to connect with their peers,
and our staff showcases an array of fun
activities that focus on lifelong skills. Every
other week from noon to 12:30 p.m., our
Hickory teachers Zoom in with groups of
students to highlight and share their drawing
skills, Art Masters projects, paper making,
and showcasing and writing about their pets,
and there’s even a cooking club!
Our staff is committed to ensuring the personal
excellence of all Hickory learners, which remains the
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We (20 kids) prepared dishes from 2 famous Los Angeles restaurants —
chicken and waffles sliders and coleslaw.

top priority at Hickory. Our Hickory students continue to
grow and develop during this different school year with
the support of our teachers, who showcase and include
students even outside their learning times.

Jefferson Middle School
21717 Talisman St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4794 • jefferson.tusd.org

Where Everybody Belongs (WEB)

Yvonne Marin
Principal

At Jefferson Middle School we started
the Where Everybody Belongs (WEB)
program. WEB is a middle school orientation
and transition program that welcomes
sixth graders and new students to campus,
so they feel comfortable and confident.
We are the first middle school in TUSD to
implement the program. Four staff members
oversee the program, Ms. Balooch, school

Covering the Torrance Unified School District

counselor, and three teachers: Mrs. Sapien, Mrs. Kim, and
Mr. Carri. We have 36 trained eighth grade students who
were recommended by teachers/staff to be leaders. Our
WEB leaders coordinated Camp Jaguar for our incoming
6th graders and created our Start with Hello video for our
students campus-wide. The eighth grade mentors have
the goal of making sure every 6th grade student feels they
belong. Our collective goal is for all students to have a
positive connection with school and with the WEB program
we can work toward this. Go Team Jaguar!

December 2020 / January 2021
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J.H. Hull Middle School

LAUNCH Preschool Programs

2080 W. 231st St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4516 • hull.tusd.org

4100 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/972-6500x2550 • launch.tusd.org

Words of Appreciation

Patty Girgis
Principal

Focusing on Positivity. With so much uncertainty
in the world, J.H. Hull Middle School teachers and
staff have chosen to focus on the positives. By
remembering to celebrate student success, both big
and small, we are continuing to build our positive
school culture from a distance.

The fall has been a busy time for the
preschool students at LAUNCH. Although
they all started the school year receiving
their instruction or services in virtual
mode, we have been able to bring back
many students in early October and later in
November for in-person special-education
Dr. Teresa
Lanphere
services in small learning cohorts.
Principal
It has been wonderful seeing our little
students on campus again working with their
teachers and support staff. It has been amazing to witness
the dedication and hard work of our entire staff to provide
a safe and positive environment in person for the students
to thrive in as well as their continued efforts to support
the learning and services for students that still remain
in virtual mode. We are so appreciative of our amazing
PTA that has provided additional resources in the form of
Teacher Pay Teachers materials for staff to help them in
their work with students this year.
Also, we are so grateful for all our parents that have
continued to remain supportive and flexible with all the
changes that their families have had to endure to help their
preschoolers succeed and grow this school year. We are
looking forward to 2021 and what the future holds for our
students.

Lincoln Elementary
2418 W. 166th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4464 • lincoln.tusd.org

Hand in Hand …
Well, what a start to the school year! We
have already had so many opportunities
to explore, learn and grow as a school
community. There’s no doubt in my mind that
this year’s theme, “Hand in Hand … We Can!”
is fully in play. I’m more honored than ever
to serve at Lincoln’s principal, as I’ve seen
Katherine
Castleberry
the level of commitment and dedication from
Principal
everyone—students, families and staff—rise
to new heights in an effort to ensure that our
Lincoln Lions continue to receive a meaningful and quality
education.
I am so proud of how our school has transitioned
to virtual learning and has maintained a positive and
productive mindset despite the changes that have come
with this new learning platform. This school year, we
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will capitalize on opportunities for deeper and relevant
learning as we focus on the notion that learning can take
place anytime and anywhere! We will also build a culture
of balance, wellness and connectedness by centering our
attention on the social-emotional needs of all stakeholders.
This school year will be like none other, but I know that,
through our collective efforts, we will look back on it with
much pride for having put forth our very best efforts in
support of the 415 students we are responsible for this
school year.
With the holiday season in full swing, I hope everyone’s
Thanksgiving was an enjoyable time spent safely with
family and friends. We have just a few short weeks until
our winter break, when we can all take time to pause and
celebrate all for which we are grateful. I wish everyone a
wonderful holiday season—enjoy, and be safe.

Lynn Middle School
5038 Halison St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4495 • bertlynn.tusd.org

Online Clubs
This is definitely a year to remember,
and distance learning has changed the way
we do many things. Our staff and students
have adapted and reworked online tools
to mimic small-group instruction using
virtual breakout rooms.
This creativity and ability
LeRoy
Jackson Jr.
to meet virtually have also
Principal
extended to our school clubs.
Speech and Debate, Junior
Scholarship, Book Club, Minecraft Club
and our extremely competitive Chess Club
are a few of the club choices offered to
students.
This week, we are highlighting Bert
Lynn Middle School’s Chess Club. Every
Friday, more than 30 students meet
and compete in a game developed 1,500
years ago. Fifteen pairs of students enter
online breakout rooms and compete on a
64-square arena of deep concentration.
Each game reflects a battle that concludes
when the king is captured. This game

reenforces good sportsmanship, and it may improve the
way we treat one another. Students are eager to learn
opening moves and practice popular defensive moves that
include the Sicilian Defense, the French Defense and the
Caro-Kann Defense.
We are proud of our student-run clubs that embody our
school’s motto: “Today we learn, tomorrow we lead!”

Madrona Middle School
21364 Madrona Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4562 • madrona.tusd.org

Among US
Among Us is
the latest video
game to capture
the attention
and imagination
of kids around
Jeffrey Nielsen the world. On
Principal
November 16th,
the Madrona
Associated Student Body
hosted our first ever Among
Us tournament. Over 120
students and 10 staff logged
onto a zoom call. Student
leaders then organized
breakout rooms of 10 players.
Students play, communicate,
and try to identify the
imposter in each breakout
room. The games requires
significant social interaction
which is so difficult to achieve in today’s environment.
The game was extremely successful in getting students
Covering the Torrance Unified School District

talking, collaborating, and most importantly, smiling! The
event was a huge success! The next event is scheduled for
December 18th!
December 2020 / January 2021
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Magruder Middle School
4100 W. 185th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4527 • magruder.tusd.org

Parent Pandemic Guide
In December, Magruder hosted a Parent
Education Night titled “Managing Emotional
Health During the Coronavirus Pandemic: A
Guide for Parents.” The presentation, given
by our clinical licensed therapist, shared
information to help support parents during
these uncharted times of distance learning.
Lisa Nunes
Principal
Key points included understanding the signs
that may indicate that a child is struggling,
how to support your child, the importance of social
interaction and the importance of self-care for parents as
well. Parents discussed tools to help children communicate

their thoughts and emotions when articulating through
discussion may be difficult.
The importance of keeping children connected with
one another despite the need for physical distancing and
the importance of self-efficacy were highlighted as well.
Supports and resources from the site and outside agencies
were discussed and shared.
Our students and families are the heart of Magruder,
and we are honored to have the professional guidance for
our children and their families during these uncertain
times. Thank you to our presenter and to those that
attended.

North High School
3620 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4412 • northhighschool.org

The NHS Spirit of Giving!!!
The Spirit of Giving is but one of the many
incredible aspects of North High and our
North High community!!
Although schools remain closed, this has
not hindered our NHS Clubs from their work
on the behalf of others, and certainly has
not slowed down or altered our Clubs resolve
Chris Sheck
Principal
to enrich the lives of others, despite these
difficult times.
Here are just a few of the incredible acts of support and
love that have transpired over the past few weeks:
November 13th was World Kindness Day, and in the
spirit of kindness, the Human Relations Ambassadors Club
offered everyone the opportunity to mail kindness grams
to any of their friends or teachers! These kindness grams
were offered with the intention “staying connected” during
our distance learning. With that said--remember, in a world
where you can be anything, be kind.

Red Cross Club’s “Veteran’s Supply Drive” was also held
to raise canned foods, toiletries, socks, t-shirts, gloves,
backpacks and other items for the benefit of those who
have served to keep our country “the Home of the Free and
the Land of the Brave”.
Operation Christmas Child, hosted by the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes, held their annual event to fill shoe
boxes with toys, school supplies, clothes, and hygiene
products to gift to children around the world. Over 300
packed shoe boxes from students, staff, clubs, parents, and
the community were dropped off this year and will bless
many lives!
Hunger Awareness Club continued with their mission to
every year provide Skid Row tenants with a sufficient meal
and basic care necessities to last through the holidays and
raise awareness for food insecurities. This year Project
“Canned Food Drive for Those In Need” collected 1,636
items consisting of cans, toiletries, and dry goods, and saw
many other NHS Clubs contribute, in the Spirit of Giving,
Love and Unity!!

Peaceland Music & Repair
Guitar, Piano, Voice,
Bass, Drums

Learn about

Also: Ukulele, Banjo, Mandolin

James Musser

Nominated Best LA Band ‘96
Best Guitar ‘97 LA Music Awards

All Ages, Levels & Styles
Days, Evening & Weekends

(310) 650-4021

www.peacelandmusic.com

peaceland@peacelandmusic.com

23706 Crenshaw #105 A&B,
Torrance, CA • (across from Hof’s Hut)

Visit us on:
MySpace.com/PeacelandMusic • YouTube.com/PeacelandMusic
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Richardson Middle School
23751 Nancy Lee Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4790 • richardsonmiddleschool.org

Feeling Connected
Richardson Middle School has been
hard at work finding new ways to celebrate
students and support them in feeling
connected to school during distance
learning. Every month, teachers pick a
student for the Student of the Month. In
November, we celebrated students by
Tayo Balogun
Principal
delivering 25 certificates and treats to our
students’ homes. It was great to see our
students in person and the smiles on their faces (parents
as well) when we showed up to their homes, handed them
their certificate and took a socially distanced picture.
Another fun thing that we are doing is the Rattlesnake
of the Month. Students will recognize each other based on
being kind and helpful to their teachers and each other
while in class. Leadership students will also be hosting
a Zoom lunch for new students as a ways to help them
connect to other students and learn some tools to help
them navigate RMS.
Our PBIS team has planned some exciting activities
for January to start 2021 off right! Happy Holidays from
Richardson.

Riviera Elementary
365 Paseo de Arena, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4460 • riviera.tusd.org

Welcome back Kindergarteners.
Here is a pic of Ms. Fitzpatrick’s classroom
and a socially distanced snack break
@ Riviera Elementary School.
Christie Forshey
Principal

Covering the Torrance Unified School District
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Seaside Elementary
4651 Sharynne Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4532 • seaside.tusd.org

Exciting New Developments!
Out with the old, in with the new! Seaside
Elementary School is experiencing the last of
the bond actions in the Torrance renovation
of our school’s process. The school is also
benefiting from the fruits of a generous
donation to improve our playgrounds. The
combination of funding allows all three
Michele
Bauer-Bean
of our playgrounds to be improved. The
Principal
kindergarten yard will be relieved of the
old sand—no more “litter box”! The ground
cover will be replaced with wood chips. The primary and
upper-grade play structures will be replaced with new,

more modern structures. We are so pleased because the
current structures are damaged and outdated. The updates
will be completed in January 2021, just in time for children
to return to campus and climb!
We have more good news to share. Seaside welcomes
Ellen Harrison to Seaside as the new school principal. Mrs.
Bauer-Bean is retiring from public education, and Mrs.
Harrison will be here to welcome students as we begin
to bring children on campus. She has a long history in
education with Los Angeles Unified and TUSD, has two
elementary–school-age children of her own, and lives close
to Seaside Elementary. Join us in welcoming her into our
community!

Shery High School
2600 Vine St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4440 • shery.tusd.org

Chance to Plug In
For the past couple of months, Shery High
has been inviting students to come onto
campus to attend their virtual classes there.
Many of our students do not have a quiet
place of their own or solid internet service
for them to be successful in their classes at
Jamie Jimenez home. Sometimes, it is hard to self-motivate
Principal
to get out of bed, turn off the TV, get off their
phones, and actually make sure they are
attending their classes and doing their work.
So, every day, we have a classroom open with

Chromebooks, solid internet connectivity, supervision
by adults who can assist in any way needed, and food for
students. This is strictly voluntary but strongly encouraged
to help any of our students that are struggling during the
school closure.
Although we do not have many students joining us on a
regular basis, we can see the difference in the amount of
work these students are completing and the classes they
are finishing.
As a special treat on Wednesdays when they are in
school from 10:15 a.m. until 3 p.m., we get them a special
lunch!

South High School
4801 Pacific Coast Highway, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4352 • shs.tusd.org

Spartan Strong

Michelle
Fournier
Principal
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South High started the year vowing to
stay SPARTAN STRONG...and that’s exactly
what we’re doing!
Our ASB Canned Food drive brought in
over 24,000 cans, CSF kicked off a brand
new Tutoring Program, CONNECT Club
hosted an amazing Trivia Night and over 300
Torrance Tykes enjoyed seeing Santa at our
Annual Headstart event. We may be Distant
but we are never Apart!

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Torrance Elementary
2125 Lincoln Ave., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4500 • torranceel.tusd.org

STEM in a Virtual World?

By Ann-Marie Frank
Want to learn more about chain reactions?
Trying to figure out how a closed circuit
works? No problem in Room 28’s virtual
classroom at Torrance Elementary. Mix
enthusiasm, curiosity, with a dash of internet
Dr. Kelly Joseph connectivity, and a Zoom app, and you’re
ready to go!
Principal
With the help of MysteryScience.com, and
STEMscopes, students can thrive in a virtual classroom.
Mystery Science is an innovative website for hands-on
lessons. STEMscopes, our TUSD science curriculum,
offer options from investigative phenomena, exploratory
videos, and interactive simulations. Room 28’s fourth
grade distance learning class took advantage of these
opportunities to learn by DOING.

Covering the Torrance Unified School District

One of our adventures was a Mystery Science STEM
activity to build a chain reaction model with a purpose.
Students were tasked with building a ramp, a dropdown
platform into a cup, so the energy transfer of a rolling
marble would accurately flip open a card with a “mystery”
message. It didn’t always work! Redesign. Retest. Success.
One student was so intrigued, he built a “Grand Prix”
chain reaction to deliver the “mystery” message. Look for
the race car, wooden blocks, marble, dog (yes, a dog) and
the message!
Most recently, Room 28 students tackled electricity.
First, through online PhET simulations in STEMscopes,
students created multiple designs for closed circuits. Then,
what better way to finish - make a flashlight! Using a single
battery, LED’s, and foil, students figured out how to route
the electricity to both LED wires correctly. Design. Test.
Redesign. Retest. Success!

December 2020 / January 2021
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Torrance High School
2200 W. Carson St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4396 • ths.tusd.org

Rest in Peace,
Mechele

school through SBEA
and credit recovery at
Torrance. In addition to
these responsibilities
she served as a member
of the Leadership Team,
sponsor of the Pacific
Islander Club and a siterep for TTA. Mechele
also recently earned
her masters degree in
Education: Curriculum
and Instruction from
Concordia University.
May you rest in peace,
Mechele. You will be in
our hearts forever.

It is with a heavy
heart that we announce
the passing of Mechele
Rodriguez. She is
survived by her husband,
two daughters (both
Karim Girgis
Principal
Torrance High grads),
three grandchildren, her
parents, sisters and numerous nieces
and nephews.
Her tenure at Torrance HS began
in 2004 and Mechele taught a number
of math courses. She was beloved
by her students and the faculty and
staff. Mechele also taught summer

Torrance Adult School
2606 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4689 ext. 8400 • www.tastusd.org

In-Person Labs Necessary
Torrance Adult School (TAS) understands
the need to provide essential workers during
the COVID-19 crisis. TAS’s allied-health
programs are defined as essential under
current state directives and have received
approval to hold in-person labs on our
campus. These labs are a necessity for the
Dr. Wayne
Diulio
pharmacy-technician
Principal
and medical-assistant
students to learn the
requisite skills to be successful in
their externship as well as future
career placement.
While the theoretical concepts
learned in the Pharmacy
Technician Program include
pharmacology, standards and ethics,
pharmaceutical calculations and
record keeping, the scope of work
in the hands-on skills lab provides
an introduction to the tasks
students will experience during
their externship and future career
placement.
The medical-assistant inperson lab provides students
the opportunity to learn both
noninvasive skills, i.e., vital signs,
and invasive skills, i.e., injections,
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as well as how to perform electrocardiographs and CPR
and record documentation. The Medical-Assistant Program
is taught in modules in which students learn a core
curriculum that includes anatomy and physiology, basic
medical procedures and patient care.
Torrance Adult School is extremely proud of our
students as they complete their programs and enter the
workforce to help others.

Towers Elementary
5600 Towers St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4535 • towers.tusd.org

Family Night
On Friday,
November 20, 2020
our PTA held a virtual
family night magic
extravaganza. Our
parents, students
and staff enjoyed an
Sandy Skora
Principal
unforgettable evening
of fantastic illusions,
pulse-quickening music, and
dazzling costumes. Part of these
illusions included a woman floating,
disappearing and of course, the
Principal being cut in half. It was
an evening event that helped to
lift spirits, entertain, and make
people laugh. This was one of the
many fundraising events and family
nights that the PTA has planned
for our community this school year.
Thank you PTA for all your efforts!!!

Victor Elementary
4820 Spencer St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4542 • victor.tusd.org

Victor Vikings
Send Messages of Kindness
One of our goals at Victor
Elementary school this year is to
help our students and community
feel engaged during these virtual
times. We also deeply care about
the emotional well being of all our
Bill Baker
Principal
students and staff. At Victor, we have
created an opportunity for students,
teachers, and staff to send thoughtful messages to
someone they appreciate to help them make their
day. These messages are completely anonymous
and, when submitting a message, always keep our
Victor Values in mind of being respectful, being
responsible, being safe and giving this your very
best effort.
Since the inception of this program on Monday,
November 23rd, over 250 messages have been sent
to various students, teachers and staff. Let’s keep
spreading kindness.

Covering the Torrance Unified School District
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Walteria Elementary
24456 Madison St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4487 • www.walteriaelementary.org

Here We Go!

Dr. Efren Ponce
Principal

It is not news to anybody that the 20202021 school year is different from what
any of the students, the parents, and the
professionals are used to. In many ways,
going virtual has proven to be a blessing.
With the need to utilize technology platforms
that had previously been a novelty in our
classes becoming necessities for

communicating, sharing, and monitoring learning; all of
our teachers pushed themselves to new heights in the use
of known and new technologies. However, with the need
to learn these new tools, teachers have had to reinvent
themselves and the way they teach. That has not been easy,
and the work to get there has been overwhelming to many.
With students finally returning to our schools, it will be
great to see our teachers take all of this new knowledge
and know-how to make their classrooms more engaging
and dynamic for their students.

West High School
20401 Victor, Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4299 • whs.tusd.org

Extreme Garden Makeover
In the 2011-2012 school
year, when school was open
and students filled our campus,
teachers Ann Cortina and Betty
Burkhard (now retired) initiated
a service learning project
for their AP Biology and AP
Jenna Murata
Principal
Environmental Science students.
The Native Plant Garden project
was intended to model environmentally
sustainable landscaping practices for students
and the public. It has taken nine years and a
lot of hard work and determination on the part
of our students and teachers, but the garden is
now open and waiting for students to return!
Future goals for the garden include an outdoor
classroom, a tool shed, and water conservation
demonstration features. We are grateful to our
TUSD Grounds Crew, CCY Designs, the City of
Torrance Public Works Department, Dave’s Tree
Service, Enviroscape, and the Madrona Marsh,
for their contributions to this educational
project that has beautified our campus!
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Kevin Knapp, Site Supervisor; Ann Cortina, Teacher; Sal Jimenez, Grounds Supervisor

Wood Elementary

Yukon Elementary

2250 W. 235th St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4484 • wood.tusd.org

17815 Yukon Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4477 • yukon.tusd.org

Virtual, Heartwarming Stories
Two of our Woodchuck siblings
from our on campus learning cohorts are following
Department of Public Health guidelines
and enjoying our new playground equipment.
What a great sight to see!
Elaine Wassil
Principal

Dr. Shawn
Johnson
Principal

Our Huskies are busy logging into all
their classes, keeping up with all their
assignments, and still finding time to ride
bikes, go to art classes, dance, do exciting
art projects, and play with their brothers and
sisters!
How do I know? Well, every week at
assembly after one of our Huskies says the
pledge, we see a slide show filled with all
their smiles and activities.

Then, we always listen to a story that illustrates one
of the values in our Husky Bark: be kind, act responsibly,
respect others, and keep safe. Doing this brings our Husky
Bark to life and helps us create our Husky culture. It helps
our school community stick together and remember all
that Huskies stand for. It helps us achieve high academic
standards and ensure that our mantra. “Huskies Go Far!”
becomes a reality.
We acknowledge those students doing exemplary work
as well—with a fireworks show, of course!

Contest!
This chicken is in this publication. When you find it,
email the page number to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
(Please put Torrance in the subject line)
Your entry must be received January 15, 2021
From the correct entries, we will draw a winner to receive
a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes and Noble.
Covering the Torrance Unified School District

Congratulations to
Derrick Costello and the Ishida Family
Winners of our December Contests!
December 2020 / January 2021

23

Yoona’s Review
A Brave Girl
Title: Malala my story of
standing up for Girls’ Rights
Author: Malala Yousafzai
with Patricia Mccormick
Do you know Malala
Yousafzai? Malala was
Yoona C.
born on July 12, 1997
in Mingora. Malala is
well known for standing up for girls’
rights. I’m going to tell you about some
important things that Malala has been
through. Malala loved school, in fact
her father was the principal of a school.
Everything went pretty well until the Talibans attacked
where Malala lived. The Talibans did not like the idea of
girls going to school and learning, so they damaged a lot of
schools. Things started to get worse and Malala got shot.
After some days in the hospital Malala survived the shot.
It was a miracle. After this miracle, what did Malala do for
Women’s lives? She inspired me in many ways and I want to
recommend this book to anyone who wants to know more
about Malala.

Katie’s Review
Magical World
Title: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Author: Roald Dahl
Have you ever wondered
what it might be like to live
in a world where waterfalls
spewed chocolate, chairs
were marshmallows, and
Katie C.
mystical animals were at
every corner? If so, you should visit Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory. Coming from a poor family,
Charlie could only dream of chocolate once a year on his
birthday. However, when he finds a dollar bill on a snowy,
cold day, he’s just in luck. He’s transported from his small
shabby room to a magical world: the Chocolate Factory.
Willy Wonka and the Oompa Loompas show Charlie the
inside of the wonderful land that the factory hid from the
rest of the world. As he travels through the factory with
other children, Willy Wonka teaches them the importance
of generosity, kindness, and a humble attitude. If you want
to read a heartwarming story of a young boy who finally
sees his kind characteristics pay off, read Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory.

Yoona is a 3rd grader. She likes to read books and create stories.
She also enjoys singing and listening to music.

Katie is a junior in high school. She likes reading and writing. She loves
to read to younger kids. She provides book reviews to kids who want to
find more good books.

Jenna’s Review

Kailani’s Review

A Tough Camp
Title: Holes
Author: Louis Sachar
Have you ever been
to camp? A boy named
Stanley has. But it’s not
your typical camp. The
Jenna C.
camp he went to was
brutal, and they had to dig holes everyday.
It was hot and in the blazing sun. One of the other kids
there was a boy named Zero. He was one of the nicer people
there who befriended Stanley. One day Zero escaped camp
and ran off. Stanley decided to go after him. He had been
warned on how hard it was to survive out there. Can he
survive? Will he be able to find Zero? This book covers
hardships and friendship and I recommend this book to
people who love a detailed storyline.
Jenna is a 5th grader. She enjoys playing soccer and painting. She likes
to read fiction novels. Someday she wants to publish a book.

Happy Reading!
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Positive Outlook
Ways to Make Sunshine
is written by Renée Watson,
a Coretta Scott King Award
and Newbery Medal winner.
The story is about a 10-yearold Ryan Hart who had to
adjust to many changes in
Kailani T.
her life after her father had
lost his job. Her dad’s new job did not pay as much as his
old job, so her family had to move into a smaller house and
must limit their spending. Ryan faced many challenges at
this point of her life. With the help from her loving family
and friends, she was able to see the posit=ive sides of the
changes. Ryan brought sunshine to her family and anyone
around her by trying to be a good daughter, good sister, and
a good friend.
Reading this book taught me to think positive. If we look
at things positively, we can always find some good things
even in the worst situation. I give this book 5 stars out of 5.
Kailani is a 3rd grader who loves to read. When not playing with her
baby brother, Kailani likes to color and draw. She started taking Spanish
lessons while sheltering-in-place. Horseback riding and skate boarding
are the new activities she enjoys. Hope everyone stays well and healthy.

