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SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Measure S Update
We are excited to announce that the
Measure S STEM Complex at Orange
High School is now open for student use.
This STEM Complex is the first of four
such facilities to be completed on our
comprehensive high school campuses.
The new building at Orange High School
features 12 laboratory classrooms, a flexible
Dr. Gunn Marie
use classroom, 2 living skills classrooms,
Hansen
12 restrooms, an elevator, and more.
These state-of-the-art classrooms will provide a learning
environment that supports high achievement, celebrates
student success, and allows students to experience what it
is like to learn in a post-secondary level facility.
In addition to the STEM Complex, students can now
enjoy a meal, study, or catch up with classmates and friends
in the Panther Pavilion, a large, well-lit, covered outdoor
space where all Panthers belong. After all, “Once a Panther,
Always a Panther,” and this courtyard will be a place our
students will always remember.

Phase 1 of the Measure S project at Orange High School
also included a new snack bar and outdoor dining area, new
bus drop-off, and new utility and food service yard. During
Phase 2, plans are in place to build a new Administration
and Student Services building, including Counseling and
Health Center, add a Panther Plaza and Alumni Corner, and
remove 20 portable classrooms.
Measure S work continues to take place at El Modena,
Canyon and Villa Park High Schools as well. For the latest
updates on their progress, please visit our website at www.
orangeusd.org/measure-s.

As a reminder, Winter Break will take place
December 21 – January 8, with students resuming
instruction on January 11. I hope you and your
loved ones have a happy, safe, and restful break!
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OUSD Alternative Education / ROP
Parkside Education Center: 250 S. Yorba St.. Orange, CA 92869

We Give You the EDGE
The Parkside Education Center has
several programs on campus to meet the
needs of many of our district’s learners. Our
newest program on campus is the OUSD
EDGE Virtual Academy. The program is
designed for student’s grades 7-12 and all
Justin Stanfield of the curriculum is delivered in an online
platform.
Coordinator
EDGE Academy began this fall and so far
we have seen a great number of our students have success
in their academic endeavors. Each student is paired with
an Advisement Teacher, whom they meet with weekly to
Covering the Orange Unified School District

review progress in their courses, meet social-emotional
needs and to get assistance in whatever area needed by the
student. Our program also has 5 teachers in each subject
area (English, Electives, Math, Science and Social Science),
and those teachers have daily office hours to assist students
with any content help needed.
The programs goal is to meet the specific need of each
student and to customize a learning experience for our
students and their families. If you are interested in the
program, please reach out to our office at (714)628-5479
and we will happily meet with you and your student to
review the program and enroll.
Let us give you the EDGE!
December 2020—March 2021
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Anaheim Hills Elementary
6450 E. Serrano Ave., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/997-6169

Lexia Core 5 Reading

The AHES teachers
and students have enjoyed
implementing Lexia Core 5, and
have seen positive results in
increasing student achievement
in the area of grade level
reading progress. The AHES
staff has partnered with AHES
PTA to purchase Lexia Core
5 Reading for grades TK-6th
to continue implementing this
program at the conclusion of
the pilot. The AHES community
is excited to see the additional
progress as a result of continued
implementation of Lexia.

Anaheim Hills Elementary
School (AHES) has partnered with
Lexia to pilot Lexia Core 5 Reading
throughout fall 2020. Lexia Core
5 Reading supports schools in
ensuring high-quality differentiated
literacy instruction for all students.
Nicole
VanWilgen-Moore Lexia is a research-driven program
Principal
that provides personalized learning
in reading instruction and targets
areas of need for each individual student. The
Core 5 Reading program provides teachers with
data and student-specific resources required for
both individual and small group intervention and
instruction.

California Elementary
1080 N. California St., Orange, CA 92867 • 714/997-6104

Students are Excited and Curious
The past seven months have been like
no other in all our years in education and
probably like no other in the history of
American education. Despite the many
challenges, we are inspired daily by the
heartfelt actions of our teachers, staff and
Misty Brunasso parents to support our students. As a dual
immersion school we are committed to
Principal
language, so we remain true to our 50/50
model. Our Apple Distinguished School status allows
us to be the front runner in technology integration. Of
our 610 students, 360 selected to be at school full time,
7 split their day and the remaining 240 are virtually
learning. It is hard to find words that adequately describe
how much we missed our students. Seeing their faces
(the masks could not hide the smiles) and hearing their
voices brought an energy to the campus and lit a fire in

our hearts. After several years of training for a flipped
classroom, the teachers at California Elementary home
of the iInspire Academy are well versed in the balance
between synchronous and asynchronous work. The hybrid
learning model we use lends itself to individualized
learning, collaboration via online discussions, and a
multitude of ways for interacting. Instead of delivering
direct instruction for large chunks of time, teachers are
able to step back and facilitate learning in a way that
allows students to work at their own pace and on their own
readiness level. For example by using a video to introduce
the lesson, students have the advantage of replaying or
reviewing parts of the video as needed. Through the use
of iPads, laptops, Google Classroom, Seesaw and Google
Meet students both virtually and in person are engaged in
learning. At California Elementary we are cultivating an
environment in which students are excited and curious
about learning. Go Bears!

Cambridge Elementary
425 N. Cambridge St., Orange, CA 92866 • 714/997-6103

Welcome Students
Cambridge Elementary
School was thrilled to
welcome our students
that chose the traditional
and blended “in-person”
instructional models back to
school on Monday, September
Diane Lew
28, 2020 when our school re-opened for
Principal
Phase 2! Students, parents, and staff were
delighted to see each other for the first time in months and

6

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

the campus was buzzing with excitement! Several
health and safety protocols have been implemented
to ensure that students and staff are remaining safe,
like wearing face coverings, social distancing, and
staggered arrival and dismissal times. Recess and
lunch times are also staggered to allow for smaller
groups in the play areas. Students are having fun
playing in designated play areas and participating in
structured and supervised activities with their class. We
miss all of our Cubs and are hopeful that we will be able to
welcome even more of our students back to campus in the
near future!

Canyon High School
220 S. Imperial Hwy., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/532-8000

National Merit Semifinalists:
Canyon High School students
Ryan Mahoney, Karina Patel, and
Anna Vaughan were recently
announced as semifinalists in
the 66th annual National Merit
Scholarship Program. These
academically talented seniors
Craig
will continue in the competition
Abercrombie
Principal
for some 7,600 National Merit
Scholarships worth more than
$30 million that will be awarded by the National
Merit Corporation (NMSC) to students across the
nation in the spring of 2021.
To become a Finalist, Ryan, Karina, and Anna
must submit a detailed scholarship application,
in which they provide information about their
academic record, participation in school and
community activities, demonstrated leadership
abilities, employment, and honors and awards
received.
Over 1.5 million juniors in about 21,000
high schools entered the 2021 National Merit
Scholarship Program by taking the 2019
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®). National Merit
Scholarship winners for 2021 will be announced
in four nationwide news releases beginning in
April and concluding in July.

Ryan Mahoney (left), Karina Patel (right), Anna Vaughan (center)

Canyon Hills
260 S. Imperial Hwy., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/997-6171

An Exciting Start
It has been an exciting start to the school
year at Canyon Hills School. Teachers and
staff started the year anxious to be back
teaching and working with our students.
Students and staff arrive each day with a
positive and optimistic attitude, ready to
teach and learn. Our clever and imaginative
John Erratt
teachers and staff created engaging Distance
Coordinator
Learning lessons for our students as well
as supplemental materials to support student learning at
home. Canyon Hills School would like to send a big “thank
you” to the Transportation Department for assisting with
the delivery of the many packets of supplemental materials
for home! Our teachers, service providers, and staff
continue to integrate technology and instruction, learning
new skills, programs, and platforms to make their lessons
even better. With the return of many students to in-person
instruction, our teachers have incorporated live and virtual
Covering the Orange Unified School District

instruction, with students in Distance Learning logging
on to live-streaming lessons from their classrooms. The
integration of these two modes of instruction has allowed
our students to continue to see and to interact with their
friends using interactive televisions and tablets.
The time of year for many celebrations is upon us. Our
Red Ribbon Week was a great success, and the students
enjoyed decorating pumpkins provided by the school’s
Parent Group. As always, students look forward to the
annual Costume Parade, socially distanced this year. We
are looking forward to celebrating our country’s history
and traditions with our annual Thanksgiving celebration.
Our students continue to use and enjoy the Canyon Hills
Life Skills Lab, learning vocational and life skills. Combined
with the classroom functional curriculum and the Unique
Learning Systems’ standards-based curriculum, students
receive a well-rounded education preparing them for life
beyond Canyon Hills. We focus each day on improving the
lives of our students at Canyon Hills.
December 2020—March 2021
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Canyon Rim Elementary
1090 S. The Highlands Dr., Anaheim, CA 92808 • 714/532-7027

Stay Strong
Roadrunners
As Principal
of Canyon Rim
Elementary School,
it is my pleasure to
welcome everyone
back to another
Bree Tippets
Principal
year. While we
are navigating
unprecedented times, I am truly
impressed with the dedication
and hard work of our staff and
families in order to ensure our
students have access to a learning
environment that embeds
academics and fosters social
emotional learning. We are all
excited to have students back in
our classrooms and hallways filling
them with energy and enthusiasm
for learning. It is our mission to
make all of our learners feel welcomed, connected and part
of the Canyon Rim family. It is truly a privilege to be part

of a community where parents, teachers and students care
for each other and strive to build positive relationships
that support academic and social growth. Stay strong
Roadrunners!

Cerro Villa Middle School
17852 Serrano Ave., Villa Park, CA 92861 • 714/997-6251

An Enormous Accomplishment
We are so pleased and thankful for the
support of our community during these
challenging times. The opening of school
along with the transition back to our
Phase II model has been an enormous
accomplishment. Our staff continues
with their great work in presenting class
Lisa Ogan
in both online and in-person format. We
Principal
are so proud of our students for following
procedures and guidelines and giving us their best. We
are excited to share the ongoing project produced over the
past two years by students in the Makers Club at Cerro
Villa, under the direction of STEM teacher, Dan Baker,
to build a replica of the Wright brothers’ glider. Even in
the midst of a pandemic, this goal has come to fruition.
Special thanks to Villa Park Rotary for making the glider
possible through grant funding and the long hours of
assistance from the many students and various volunteers.
In particular, thank you Rotarian Peter Giacobbi and CV
parent Steve Garner for furnishing custom metal parts
used in place of specialized hardware fabricated by the
Wright brothers. A 32-foot glider from wing tip to wing
tip, created by using the forgotten skills of lashing wooden
sticks together with waxed twine and bending wood,
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is now ready for its next step, to see if flight is possible.
Stay tuned as plans are in the works to see the unmanned
aircraft lift off the ground like a kite, just as the Wright
brothers did more than 100 years ago, once school fully
resumes.

Chapman Hills Elementary
170 N. Aspen St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/532-8043

A Very Busy Year
Students at Chapman Hills have been very
busy since the start of the 2020 school year.
We began our year as virtual teachers and
learners and transitioned back to in-person
and virtual learning in late September, along
with all elementary students in Orange
Unified. Our return to school brought about
Jana Saenz
new and exciting changes for all Bobcats.
Principal
We continue to grow as a community and
continue to have high academic standards for all of our
students. We have put numerous systems and procedures
in place to ensure students, staff and community safety.
Chapman Hills’ educators have risen to the occasion and
are really looking at their teaching practices in a different
light. Common messages shared by teachers and staff are
to grace and understanding for all as we are all learning
new processes with our teaching/learning practices.
One exciting opportunity our Chapman Hills’ upper
grade teachers have taken advantage of during virtual and
in-person learning are the use of breakout rooms. This is
an opportunity for students to collaborate with peers in
person and at home. When students are in breakout rooms
they can stay in the main meeting room or move to a new

breakout room where teachers can offer extra assistance
or collaboration can occur. Teachers have been utilizing
breakout rooms as a way for students to discuss content
specific topics.

Crescent Elementary
5001 E. Gerda Dr., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/997-6371

COVID Changed Our World
COVID has changed our world by limiting
the interactions we have with others, time
we have to care for ourselves, and has
expanded our level of stress due to the
unknown. Our students are not exempt from
the feelings of stress and anxiety caused by
Antoinette Coe this new normal. At Crescent Elementary
we are stressing the importance of Social
Principal
Emotional Learning (SEL). We know that
a child cannot learn academic content if their emotional
needs are not being met. To meet the needs of our students
we are focusing on teaching our students how to manage
their emotions through self- awareness, self-management,
social awareness, responsible decision making, and
relationship skills.
One of the key components of our school based social/
emotional support is the use of Near pod SEL lessons
daily. These lessons are approximately 15 minutes and
are delivered at the start of the day. During these lessons
students are provided the opportunity to recognize their
emotions and the emotions of others, practice strategies,
and make connections with their teacher and peers.
Covering the Orange Unified School District

Our School Site Wellness team collaborates to identify
trends we are noticing, discuss individual students, and
identify resources to provide additional support. We believe
that a multi-tiered approach is key to addressing all of our
students’ needs. Our school counselor plays the leading
role in this committee and has been a resource to our
students through her virtual Counselor’s Corner, leading
SEL lessons, and providing individual or group support.
Teachers are volunteering their time to mentor students
that need additional support through a 1:1 meeting daily.
During these daily check-ins teachers are there to listen,
encourage, provide guidance and connect students with
resources.
In addition to all of the supports in place, we are trying
to keep some resemblance of normalcy with our monthly
character traits, student recognition, non-academic social
interaction virtually and in-person, family social distancing
events, enrichment programs, and fun themed days.
The year might be full of unknowns, but one thing for
sure is our commitment to our students and families. GO
COUGARS!!!

December 2020—March 2021
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El Modena High School
3920 Spring St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6331

Challenging Times
In these challenging times, it is more
imperative than ever that our students have
a way to connect with their classmates and
their overall high school experience. As El
Modena Principal, I was proud to see how
our students embraced this challenge. Led
by our ASB Club Commissioners, Michelle
Jill Katevas
Principal
Lezama and Andres Viera, El Modena
held our first week long virtual club rush.
According to Michelle, “My goal this year was to unite
people during such a divided and isolated time. Having
experienced 6 months of being in quarantine alongside
my fellow students, I know how lonesome it could get and
how school spirit may have been at its best before club
rush. Allowing students to share a safe space to share their
interests is a great way to meet new people, especially for
our freshmen, and to revive that strong connection our

students have to El Modena.” In order to help students
learn about our programs, club rush was organized in a
fashion so that each day of the week focused on a different
type of club: Cultural & Social, Service, Common Interest,
and Academic. There was then a final recap on Friday.
Through their innovation, our student leaders selected
virtual platforms that would best showcase the variety
of clubs we have on campus. Students were able to watch
videos, learn about the different clubs, and join that which
interested them. This event was a huge success given the
number of students who participated. However, Andres put
everything in perspective. “With students participating and
joining clubs, it begins to connect our school community
and strengthen it. Virtual Club Rush gave our Vanguard
community a gateway to communication during these hard
times in the pandemic, and it boosted students’ spirits
up which, in itself, made it so important that we did this
event.”

El Rancho Charter Middle School
181 S. Del Giorgio Dr., Anaheim, CA 92808 • 714/997-6238

Coyote Vibes
Starting off the
school year with
distance learning
has not stopped El
Rancho Charter
School’s ASB from
Michele Walker connecting students
and spreading
Principal
positivity. This group
of leaders has worked diligently to
think outside of the box and find
innovative ways to create school spirt during this very
different school year. One new project is “Coyote Vibes.”
Coyote Vibes is a daily message of inspiration that is
shared with all students via grade level Google classrooms.

All Coyotes have the
opportunity to participate
in this activity by emailing
ASB with their positive
idea. So far the entries have
included powerful quotes
and uplifting songs. Each
day ASB randomly selects
a winner and the post is
shared for everyone to
enjoy. Students and staff
have commented that the
daily reminder to remain
optimistic is very much appreciated. ASB looks forward to
finding exciting ways to make our school a place everyone
enjoys.

3/31/21
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Esplanade Elementary

Fairhaven Elementary

381 N. Esplanade St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6157

1415 Fairhaven Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/997-6178

Welcome Back!
During the week of September 28,
Esplanade welcomed students back to
campus for in-person instruction for those
families who chose the option. The months
of planning for a safe return to the school
campus had finally come to fruition. Now,
several weeks later, we are so proud of our
Christina
Eagles and how they have adapted to the new
Yokoyama
Principal
routines and procedures.
Students are learning in small, stable
cohorts and have adjusted well to staying in their
designated learning spaces, washing their hands
frequently, and wearing face coverings. At recess, students
participate in games that keep them physically distant from
one another or play with equipment that can be used by a
single student. It is certainly an adjustment for everyone,
but Esplanade’s students have handled it with ease!
Teachers and
staff have also
been working
diligently to
ensure student
health and
safety. On the
playground and
in common areas,
extra supervision
ensures that
students
maintain their
physical distance.
In the classroom,
teachers have
adjusted their
instructional
practices and
are creative in
the ways they
deliver worldclass instruction
simultaneously
to students in the
classroom and
those that are learning at home virtually. It is a challenge
the Esplanade staff has risen to and surpassed. Teachers
have found ways for students to collaborate through shared
documents and come together for Socratic discussions in
online meetings, all of which support the building of an
inclusive class community.
As Esplanade’s Principal, I have never been prouder of
the school community. They amaze me each and every day.
#EsplanadeStrong!
Covering the Orange Unified School District

Leo Inspires Us!
Fairhaven Falcons are proud to be
#Leothelionstrong. One of our best and
brightest is fighting acute lymphoblastic
leukemia. In December 2019, he had pain in
his legs and slowly kept getting worse and
worse. The Children’s Hospital of Orange has
Christina Hirales been treating Leo. He is on Intensification
stage and it has been extremely hard on
Principal
him with such high doses. He has 2 more
years of treatment at Children’s Hospital of Orange
County. On October 23rd, Fairhaven decided to have a
Leothelionstrong Day where all of our Fairhaven Falcons
wore yellow to encourage Leo in his fight. We are amazed
at his strength and positive attitude and we want him and
his family to know that we are cheering him on. Leo has
inspired us all to be better and to appreciate the world, our
families and loved ones with gratitude.

December 2020—March 2021
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Fletcher Elementary
515 W. Fletcher St., Orange, CA 92865 • 714/997-6181

Welcome Back
After 6 ½ months of school
closure and remote learning,
Fletcher teachers and staff
welcomed back their littlest
Falcons as we transitioned to
Phase 2, in-person learning.
Parents were given a choice to
Sara Pelly
have their child attend in-person
Principal
for half or full day instruction, or
to continue with distance learning. Students
transitioned back to school a few grade levels at
a time, starting with TK, Kindergarten and 1st
grade, and were greeted with music, dancing
and cheers from the Fletcher teachers and
staff!
Having been in virtual classrooms for over a
month, teachers and students recognized each
other through masks and face shields. Smiles
were seen underneath as students happily
walked through the front gate, eager to greet
their friends, and stand on the colored dots
that marked where they were to safely stand in
line until the bell rang. Welcome Back Fletcher
Falcons!

Handy Elementary
860 N. Handy St., Orange, CA 92867 • 714/997-6183

Prepared for
Students
Handy staff pride
themselves on meeting
the needs of all
learners. Last year,
when we transitioned
to Distance Learning
Erika Krohn
over a weekend back in
Principal
March and continued
until fall this year, staff knew and
expected that there would be
learning loss for the students. This
year, Handy students took beginning
of the year assessments virtually, so
that teachers could identify learning
needs. Teachers analyze student
data and plan appropriate lessons
using state standards, curriculum,
and student levels. Handy teachers
adeptly make accommodations to
support students. Also, Handy teachers focus on building
English academic language skills in both designated and
integrated English Language Development time.
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In addition to the differentiated
general education classrooms,
Handy support staff have been
providing Tier 2 and Tier 3
interventions for students within
the school day. Students who
have been identified as needing
additional support, are pulled out
in small groups, both virtually
and in-person, to Mrs. McMillen,
Miss Taraneh, and Mr. Chavarria’s
classrooms to work on relevant
learning goals. Instructional aides
join classrooms, both virtually and
in person, to assist students.
Handy teachers and
instructional aides are extremely
well trained and talented at their
craft! It is quite impressive how
they have been rolling out lessons
and support for students during
Phase 2, which requires both live in-person and virtual
teaching and learning. Let’s hear it for Handy’s incredible
staff!

Imperial Elementary
400 S. Imperial Hwy., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/997-6282

Our Eagles have
Landed
With Phase 2 well
under way, the students
and staff at Imperial
Elementary School
continue to thrive. To
ensure student and
Amber Miller
staff safety, our campus
Principal
has a new look with
social distance dots, desks, Plexiglas,
dividers, signage, hand washing
stations, desk shields, and even a new
digital marquee (thanks PTA). Even
with such changes, we are a school
that continues to progress despite
the challenges. Students are learning
both in-person and virtually and our
teachers are successfully teaching
to both platforms. New technology
and resources have flooded our
classrooms to support this extra endeavor. Our Eagle
community has been most supportive and we are grateful
for the strong connections we continue to make between
students, staff, and parents during these challenging times.

There are so many unknowns during these unprecedented
times but what we know for certain is that we are grateful
to have our doors safely open to our students again…our
eagles have finally landed!

Jordan Academy of Language and Computer Science
4319 E. Jordan Ave., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6187

Can and Will Succeed
At Jordan Academy of Language
and Computer Science, we believe in
fostering healthy, culturally aware
students. One way we nurture a
healthy, drug free environment
is by participating in Red Ribbon
Week. This year’s theme Be Happy.
Lorena Rubio
Be Brave. Be Drug Free., inspired
Principal
our dress up days and activities.
Our daily themes were Lei off Drugs, I Have
the Power to be Drug Free, Team Up Against
Drugs, and Red-y to be Drug Free. Throughout
the week, teachers utilized activities in the Too
Good for Drugs curriculum to promote healthy
decision-making.
To equip our students with bicultural
knowledge, we celebrate the traditions of Dia De
Los Muertos. We invited our staff, students and
families to participate by bringing in a picture of
a loved one that has passed for our school’s altar.
Day of the Dead altars known as altares de muertos or
ofrendas are set during the Day of the Dead celebrations on
November 1 and 2 to honor the dead. This is an important
Covering the Orange Unified School District

part of Mexican and other Latin American cultures and it
is a special way to remember family members and friends
who are no longer with us.
Jordan Scholars Can and Will Succeed!
December 2020—March 2021
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La Veta Elementary
2800 E. La Veta Ave., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6155

Excited to Sail Ahead
La Veta Vikings have been sailing
through the Phase II plan of the Orange
Unified School District’s safe reopening.
The school has implemented safe distance
in the classrooms with Plexiglas barriers
and desk supports, along with markings
of 6 feet social distance around campus
Sheryl
Anderson-Glass on lunch tables, carpet, hallways, and the
Principal
blacktop. Although the facilities may look
a little different, our teachers are working
tirelessly to deliver instruction that captures the attention
of learners both online and in-person. La Veta has seen
the virtual learners thrive in areas of communication
and engagement. The in-person learners have acclimated
to the new way of traveling around campus and have

excelled in responsibility. La Veta has incorporated new
ways of communication for all stakeholders in the school
community and is excited to incorporate the use of new
technology. The school implemented a new rewards system
to celebrate all learners both virtually and in-person, which
started in mid-October and will be carried into the spring
season. La Veta has also been able to successfully run
small group instruction with programs in need of resource
support.
Our school community has been a tremendous support
during these unprecedented times. All La Veta staff
members have contributed to the successful reopening
of our school and have gone above and beyond to prepare
for all students at La Veta. We thank our stakeholders for
their continued support and are excited to continue to sail
ahead. GO VIKINGS!

Lampson Elementary
13321 Lampson Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/997-6153

Dream Big Mentality and Motivation

Heriberto
Angel Jr.
Principal
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Monday, November 9th will be my first
day as District Administrator of K-12 Content
Design for Orange Unified. My love for the
city of Garden Grove runs deep and it has
been a tremendous privilege serving as the
principal of Lampson Elementary since
2016. These past four years have been the
best and most enjoyable years for me as a
school administrator. I was blessed with a
community of remarkable families, students,
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and staff. I will always cherish the life-long relationships
and incredible memories we established at Lampson.
Although this is a sad and difficult moment for me, I am
also extremely proud of our community and everything
that we accomplished together for the betterment of our
kids. From our memorable school events and programs
to the refined and targeted instruction happening in our
classrooms, our Leopards have and will continue to receive
an incredibly well-rounded education. As I have said from
day one, sustainable student achievement is a TEAM effort
and our Lampson TEAM was indeed able to accomplish
that every year. I refuse
to say goodbye because
I will only be a few
miles away. I will be
watching and cheering
for our Lampson family
and making sure that
our kids are taken care
of. It is my hope that I
was able to provide you
with that “dream big”
mentality and motivation
to continue to cultivate
the great work we have
started. Thank you for
believing in me and
accepting me into the
Lampson family, and
for the incredible years
you have given me. With
much love and respect,

Linda Vista Elementary
1200 N. Cannon St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6201

Time Away from the Screen
This school year has provided schools,
including Linda Vista, with many challenges.
The beginning of the school year was on a
virtual platform, then the need to make a
decision regarding whether students would
come back to onsite instruction or stay
virtual. Linda Vista families have come back
Ginette Kelley
to on-site instruction about 3 to 1.
Principal
Linda Vista knows that regardless of
where are students are receiving instruction this school
year, one thing all students have in common is the amount
time on the computer. Our kids are experiencing something
none of us did as children, large amounts of screen time.
The staff at Linda Vista is now asking, “How much is too
much screen time?”
We have been sharing information and resources with
our parents so that they can better answer that question.

According to the Center for Mental Wellness, there are
signs that tell us when a child has had too much screen
time. According to CMW, “We as a society are becoming
increasingly aware of the potential dangers of too much
screen time. For all of the good that technology has to
offer, there are certainly many drawbacks.” You may want
to ask yourself, is my child regularly overstimulated?
Are there physical signs, such as tired eyes? Do they
respond better to the “screen” than to people? Do they
react poorly if the screen is not available? (For the entire
article from the Center for Mental Wellness, please visit
https://socalmentalwellness.com/child-counseling/
too-much-screen-time/.)
Though we are all focused on the health and safety of
our world in this time of COVID, let us not forget the health
and safety of our children. At Linda Vista, we encourage
families that when not at school to consider activities that
do not require the computer screen.

McPherson Magnet
333 S. Prospect St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6384

STEM Focus
McPherson is
maintaining a STEM focus
even in a virtual world!
With simple materials
that can be found at home
or even just a pencil and
Brenna Godsey paper to explore the
Principal
design process, students
are engaging in activities
that encourage imagination and creativity.
Mrs. Andrade, McPherson’s Project Lead the Way and
STEM Resource teacher, joins elementary classes virtually
to bring them exciting and engaging STEM lessons.

Recently, she read the story “Not a Box”
to classes and then challenged students
to imagine what could be created
from a rectangle. Students were able
to demonstrate communication skills
when they shared the details of their
creation with the class.
McPherson’s 6th grade students, in
Project Lead the Way, used common,
everyday materials to design and create
furniture for their pretend clients, an IKEA customer. The
design had to be modern, comfortable, and functional.
Students demonstrated creativity and perseverance during
the construction of their prototypes.

Nohl Canyon
4100 E. Nohl Ranch Rd., Anaheim, CA 92807 • 714/997-6203

Welcome Students

Jeff
Jones
Principal

Nohl Canyon Elementary, along with
our other Orange Unified School District
Elementary schools, opened its doors on
Monday, September 28th to in-person
students. Our District followed the staggered
start model for students returning to school.
Beginning Monday the 28th we welcomed
our Kindergarten and 1st grade students, on
Wednesday, the 30th our 2nd and 3rd grade
students arrived, and on Friday, October 1st,
we welcomed our 4th, 5th, and 6th grade
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students. We currently have approximately 270 students on
campus during the day, with our remainder 250 students
staying virtual. We were excited to welcome our in-person
students who came to school prepared with face coverings
and have done a great job with social distancing. Our
schedules, instruction, and daily routines have changed,
but our students are proving to be resilient and have
developed the utmost patience! We also need to give the
biggest KUDOS to our teachers! Teachers everywhere are
the biggest Superstars! The perseverance they have shown
is unbelievable. We look forward to Trimester 2 beginning
on November 16th and welcoming more students to campus!
December 2020—March 2021
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Olive Elementary
3038 Magnolia Ave., Orange, CA 92865 • 714/637-8218

College Wear Day
We are back at school
and happy to be serving our
students and families here at
Olive! Whether students are
attending school through a
virtual platform, part-time at
Heather Darrow school and part-time online, or
full-time at school, our students
Principal
have access to a rigorous and
focused instructional program each day.
As we have returned to school, we have also
continued our school wide AVID focus. Every
Wednesday is College Wear Wednesday, and
Olive students and staff are invited to wear
their favorite college attire to show they have
a college and career mindset. This, along with
college flags on display throughout our campus
and our dedication to teaching students
college readiness skills such as organization
and critical thinking and questioning,
reminds students it’s never too early to start
considering college as an academic path that
is possible for anyone. The young scholar in
this photo, like Principal Darrow, wears her
CSUF college shirt every Wednesday. Way to
go, Ocelot!

Orange High School
525 N. Shaffer St., Orange, CA 92867 • 714/997-6211

Excitement is in the Air
With the partial return
of students in Phase 2 of the
OUSD reopening plan, and the
final touches of the Measure S
Science center, Panthers are
excited about their futures.
November marks the month
Dennis
McCuistion
when the long awaited Science
Principal
Center will be open for
students. This new building
brings an additional sense of Pride on
campus. The OHS students will have access
to updated science technology, which fits
perfectly with the start of Biomedical Science
on campus this fall. Teachers will have new
and improved instructional tools along with
safe access to gas, data, and electricity to
deliver Next Generation Science Standard
lessons to current and future Panthers.
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Palmyra Elementary
1325 E. Palmyra Ave., Orange, CA 92866 • 714/997-6207

Palmyra is Prepared!
The mission of Palmyra is to
collaboratively focus on meeting and
exceeding high standards of student
achievement in a safe, welcoming
community. This week our focus was safety.
October is the month of the California
Great Shake Out. The earthquake drill is
Davine Jones
based on scenario earthquakes that could
Principal
affect the area if they were to actually
take place. The Great Shake Out Earthquake Drills are
an annual opportunity for people in homes, schools, and
organizations to practice what to do during earthquakes,
and to improve preparedness. Our Palmyra School Safety
Committee updated our Emergency Procedures to include
access and functional needs of individuals with special
needs. Palmyra preparedness included our PTA donating
new red backpacks with first aid kits for every classroom,
CARES, and pre-school. When the announcement was
made that the simulated earthquake was taking place,
Palmyra staff, and students quickly participated in a duck,
cover, hold drill, evacuated to the field, and remained

socially distanced while conducting the drill. Palmyra staff
and students demonstrated the character traits of being
responsible, and ready if such a disaster should take place.
Our PAL student leaders also encourage students to have
their personalized “go bags” for any emergency.

Panorama Elementary
10512 Crawford Canyon Rd., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/997-6265
Nurturing a growth mindset and
providing a supportive environment
is our focus at Panorama Elementary.
Each teacher’s devotion to learning new
technology and creating a classroom
community has led to engaging
instruction as we continuously evolve.
Erin
Our second-grade students developed
Rosselli
Interim Principal a Thinking Map to sort growth and
fixed mindset characteristics to help
them embrace their learning journey. Our fifth-grade
students created avatars to represent a successful AVID
student. Many students included a growth mindset as a
necessary component.
As a school community, we embrace our growth
mindset due to the ever-changing environment. Last
month, we welcomed back our Panthers who chose
to come to campus for their learning. Smiles and
chatter filled the school again as teachers navigated
the classroom and online environments. The staff and
students exude compassion and support as they work
together every day. We continue to learn together, and
we will continue to grow. Go Panthers!
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Portola Middle School
270 N. Palm Dr., Orange, CA 92868 • 714/997-6361

“I Matter
Because…”

Blake, our phenomenal
art teacher. This year
the theme is “I matter
This year 40
because…” Students
of our amazing
reflected on why they
art students and
matter which was reflected
with the support
in their art. A panel of
of our amazing
judges including staff
art program
Jeff Morgan
judged the art work as well
Principal
participated
as a brief write up of what
in the PTA
the art was depicting. The
Reflections program. This
depth in which our students
50+ year-old program has
produced art and thought
helped students explore their
is a testament to the work
own thoughts, feelings and
of our art programs on
This
piece
is
titled
“The
Beauty
of
Nature”
ideas, develop artistic literacy,
campus. Students will be
increase confidence and
rewarded
with
trophies
and
medals
and an opportunity to
find a love for learning that will help them become more
represent
the
district
or
even
the
county.
successful in school and in life. This was spearheaded by
Great work to all involved Matadors!!!
our highly involved PTA in collaboration with Mr. Rick

Prospect Elementary
379 N. Virage St., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6271

#Prospect Strong
Prospect Elementary School rolled
out Phase 2 of the 2020-2021 Safety and
Health Driven Reopening Plan the week
of September 28th. Teachers had been
feverishly preparing for students to come
back to school full time (option 1), blended
Sally Hughson school/home instruction (option 2) and a
100% virtual
Principal
instructional
model (option 3). We started
with a slow roll out on Monday,
for Kindergarten, 1st grade
and our Special Education
students. On Wednesday, 2nd
grade and 3rd grade began
Phase 2. Followed by 4th-6th
grade on Friday. Students who
came to school were given a
Health check by their parents,
lined up on their predetermined
spot 6 feet apart, and then
led into the classroom to sit
behind plexiglass cubbies.
Prospect leaders tried to
anticipate exactly what would
work well and what could be
potential pitfalls to ensuring
a smooth start to Phase 2.
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Overwhelmingly, students were so happy to be at school
and see their teachers and friends. Parents were patient
and supportive, but Prospect Teachers were the real
heroes of the day! They have handled the shift to a Phase
2 instructional model with class and dignity knowing that
the students were our #1 priority. We always talk about
our motto, Prospect Strong, but in these last weeks the
evidence is clear! #Prospect Strong - Strong Hearts, Strong
Minds, Strong Future.

Richland High School
615 N. Lemon St., Orange, CA 92867 • 714/997-6167

Small but Mighty
Richland’s ASB is a
small but mighty group of
dedicated students. Thanks
to the extra time and efforts
of this group, staff and
students were greeted with
balloons, posters, and treats
Maureen
Eckholdt
for the first day back on
Principal
campus. Remote Learning
and Social Distancing have
made it difficult for student leaders to
hold many of the traditional events on
Richland’s campus, but they continue to
meet the challenge. In addition to making
everyone feel welcome, ASB has planned
other events, such as virtual movie nights.
ASB is also working with our Media Arts
Pathway students to improve the school
website, and increase visibility on social
media. Students are currently working
on a project to document the effects of
the Pandemic on student lives, including
original photos and written work.
Richland High School is proud of ASB and
the students they represent.

Running Springs Elementary
8670 E. Running Springs Dr., Anaheim, CA 92808 • 714/281-4512

Not What, But How
Running Spring Elementary School
is a second year candidate school for the
International Baccalaureate Primary Years
Program. The IB believes that students
should be encouraged to take action! One of
the ways they take action is by collaborating
Mark McLaughlin to create essential agreements that they
believe will create a better learning
Principal
environment. Our student created schoolwide essential agreements are as follows:
We are caring.
We are safe.
We respect nature.
We respect our materials.
We are open-minded.
We respect ourselves and others.
The IB believes that it is not just about WHAT students
learn, but HOW students learn. That is why they created
five categories of skills called the Approaches to Learning
Covering the Orange Unified School District

(ATL) skills. These sets of skills “aim to support students
of all ages to become self-regulated learners who know how
to ask good questions, set effective goals and pursue their
aspirations with the determination to achieve them” The
five ATL skills are:
Research skills
Thinking skills
Communication skills
Social skills
Self-Management skills
Throughout their school year at Running Springs, the
students will have multiple opportunities to identify and
practice each of these skills.
*Running Springs is a candidate school* for the
International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years
Programmer and pursuing authorization as an IB World
School. IB World Schools share a common philosophy—a
commitment to improve the teaching and learning of a
diverse and inclusive community of students by delivering
challenging, high quality programmers of international
education that share a powerful vision.**
December 2020—March 2021
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Santiago Charter Middle School
515 N. Rancho Santiago Blvd., Orange, CA 92869 • 714/997-6366

Resilient
Santiago students,
parents, teachers, and staff
have been resilient during the
COVID-19 pandemic and have
been working through the
challenges together during
this unpresented time. We
Dr. James
Ashley
reached out to our families
D’Agostino
Pedroza
Co-Principal
Co-Principal
about what they feel a return
to school would look like to
them...and we listened. We also reached out to our staff
and teachers and included them in the planning process
of how we could safely return students to on-campus
learning while continuing to offer virtual learning to those
who prefer to stay in that platform. Most of our families
wanted their children back to school 4 days a week in a safe
environment. We spent months planning on how to do that
with social distancing and safety protocols.
After much hard work and planning we are now open to
over 800 students per day, 4 days a week either part-time or

full-time as well as offering a virtual program for our stayat-home learners. We are committed to offering a “Santiago
Experience” to all of our students which means a kind,
caring environment, lots of elective opportunities, and
high-level fun learning in all subjects. Although it has only
been less than a month, we feel we are meeting the needs
and expectations of our community while keeping staff and
student’s safe at all times. We look forward to rolling out
additional opportunities for our students, as soon as it is
safe to do so.
Some of our daily safety protocols include daily
temperature checks for every person (students and staff)
who enters our campus. Hand sanitizing for every student
upon entering a classroom or building, keeping students
in cohorts of 16 and with the same cohort throughout the
day, and sanitizing desks and desk shields anytime one
group leaves a room and before another group enters a
room. There are many, many more safety protocols in place
and we are proud and appreciative to all of our community
partners, including the Orange Unified School District
team for the ongoing support of our students.

Serrano Elementary
17741 Serrano Ave., Villa Park, CA 92861 • 714/997-6275

Walk to
School Day
Here at Serrano
Elementary, we
had a successful
Walk to School
Day! Knowing
that this is a very
unique time, we worked with
our Parent Faculty Organization
and decided to
Laura Kresl
change the day
Principal
to Walk with your
Family Day! This was a great
way to encourage a healthy
lifestyle and walking together
as a family. Each day we shared
some helpful tips to encourage
safe walking. Every day we have
some dedicated walkers, but this
event encouraged even more! We
know that it is important for our
families and students to unplug
and get outside and we will
continue to plan school activities
that keep our Eagle community
healthy.
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Sycamore Elementary
340 N. Main St., Orange, CA 92868 • 714/997-6277

Sycamore is strong and healthy!
This past spring, we had scheduled our
first ever Kids Heart Challenge event to
support the American Heart Association
(AHA). Our students raised over $1300 for
this amazing cause. Just as we were about
to hold our exciting event, we had to switch
to virtual learning. During the summer, the
Renee Ybarra
AHA offered a nationwide grant opportunity
Principal
to all schools who had participated in a Kids
Heart Challenge, and Sycamore’s grant application was
approved! We will be ordering $2300 in recess equipment
for students to use to stay physically healthy, as well
as socially and emotionally healthy. This equipment

should last us into next year. The additional equipment
provided through this grant will allow even more student
participation of physical activity during recess.
In order to maintain our students’ health this year,
recess equipment can only be used by one student per
recess. Our students have done a great job this year making
sure they do not share the recess equipment. Our custodial
team has been disinfecting all equipment after every
recess, keeping us all healthy. We are so thankful to have a
very hard-working team.
We can’t wait to host a Kids Heart Challenge this year
again to support the American Heart Association. They
are a great partner for Sycamore, supporting student
health and heart research and treatment for our entire
community.

Taft Elementary
1829 N. Cambridge St., Orange, CA 92865 • 714/997-6254

Connie Smith
Principal

At Taft Elementary, sixth grade students
were excited for their much-anticipated
project of building a Mesopotamian ziggurat
at home with their families. The sixth
graders built these three story, pyramid
like structures out of any materials that
they could find at home. Family and friends
helped out as they cut, sawed, glued, and
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painted their way to elaborate structures that are worthy of
the ancient kings. However, this year they were unable to
bring them in to display in the library for all to see. Instead,
these digital savvy students designed google websites that
included photos to show their process and products. All the
ziggurat website links were easily shared with students,
family, and staff. These amazing creative art pieces turned
into digital displays showcasing the abilities of today’s
virtual learners who are thriving in unprecedented times.

December 2020—March 2021
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Villa Park Elementary
10551 Center Dr., Villa Park, CA 92861 • 714/997-6281

Actively Engaged
Villa Park
Elementary is
implementing phase
2 with school campus
reopened. All families
were given the option
Dr. Sara Beggs to choose to come
Principal
back to school full
day, in a half day
hybrid model, or stay 100% virtual.
As students return to campus the
health and safety of students and
staff is our number one priority.
Thanks to the support of Orange
Unified School District, we have
individual desk shields, hand
washing stations, signage, hand
sanitizer, masks and more. Our
virtual students continue to receive
rigorous live instruction from
their classroom teacher and our
in person students have returned
safely to their classrooms practicing
social distancing and wearing
masks. Regardless of the preference
our Bobcat families chose, our
VPE students are actively engaged
in learning. Although things may
look a little different on campus,
our amazing VPE teachers have
continued to make our campus look
welcoming to students.

Villa Park High School
18042 Taft Ave., Villa Park, CA 92861 • 714/532-8020

AP Boot Camp
We are currently designing our AP Boot
Camp schedule for our Advanced Placement
students. We have published this schedule
on our Villa Park HS website under the “AP
Workshop” tab. We are also continuing to
add more Boot Camps throughout the school
year. We are hoping to exceed our 76%
Dr. Ken Miller
Principal
pass rate established last year…we had an
incredible 11.2% increase in our 2020 AP
pass rate versus 2019. Congratulations to all!
Please remember the importance of daily attendance!
It is important to have all students attend each and every
day, whether online or face-to-face! Being present every

22

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

day at school ensures the best opportunity for success in
academics and extra-curricular activities. We are also still
pursuing the high school attendance award! If we have
the highest attendance in any one month, I, Dr. Miller, will
obtain a very close haircut again like we did last December!
The best part is that we have the opportunity to win the
award every month! The more students attend daily, the
better our chance for success! Our current attendance
rates are INCREDIBLE! Please keep up the great work and
let’s keep up the great momentum as we enter Term 2!
I appreciate your patience and support. We are all doing
the best we can do for our Spartan kids and families during
these times.
Thank you for reading and have a great month of
November and December!

West Orange Elementary
243 S. Bush St., Orange, CA 92868 • 714/997-6283

Ready, set, learn!
Warriors are back on
campus and eager to learn
and participate with in
person instruction. Our
awesome teachers are using
digital platforms to engage
our Warriors. They continue
Dr. Monica
to develop instruction that
Murray
Principal
meets the needs of our
students both at home and in
person. In addition, we started both virtual
and in person intervention for students in
grades K-2. The goal of our intervention
program is to close the reading achievement
gap before students reach the third grade
by focusing on letter/sound recognition,
blending, phoneme segmentation, and
fluency.
Equally important, we have established
social distancing recess activities for our
students that promote physical activity
while still having fun. We also kicked off
picnic lunches during the week where
students can eat picnic style on our large
field. We are thrilled about our month long
activities for Breast Cancer Awareness, Red
Ribbon Week, and Storybook day! October is
full of learning and celebrations!

Yorba Academy of the Arts Middle School
935 N. Cambridge St., Orange, CA 92867 • 714/997-6161

Thank you Mr. George
Students returning
to Yorba Middle School
were welcomed by Yorba
teachers, staff and our
amazing after school
program. Despite necessary
changes to our traditional
Sandra
Preciado-Martin learning model, Camp
Principal
Fire staff and students
are thriving. During our
transition to hybrid learning, the Camp
Fire staff got creative with their activities
ensuring that all safety protocols for staff
and students were implemented.
Mr. George, Camp Fire Director,
shared, “we are currently focusing on
providing students with healthy activities

both physically and mentally.
We do mindful meditation, yoga,
and chalk art during outdoor
activities, all while social
distancing. We also do drills,
walk & talk, and stretching
as physical activities. As we
adjust to our new schedules,
it is important that the Camp
Fire staff continues to support
students academically.” For
this reason, the Camp Fire
Staff offers students off
campus additional homework
support. So far all students and
staff have been enjoying the
program, we can’t wait to have
all students back on campus!
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The Yo-Yo
Some believe the yo-yo originated in China. However,
the first mention of the yo-yo is in Greece around 500 B.C.
It is also found in pictographs in Egyptian-temple wall art.
Philippine hunters used a rock with a 20-foot string to hit
their prey in trees in the 16th century. Wherever the yo-yo
originated, it has become a global fascination.
The yo-yo is said to be the second-oldest toy in the
world, next to the doll. It is a toy that has a calming effect
on the user. The French court played with the yo-yo
( joujou de Normandie). Marquis de Lafayette toyed with
the yo-yo. Napoleon and his troops played with it before the
battle of Waterloo as well, as it was a favorite of the Duke of
Wellington. There is a National Yo-Yo Museum in Chico, and
wooden parts can be found online.
This country saw its first patent in 1866 by an Ohio
company, but the toy remained obscure until 1916 in an
article in Scientific American titled ”Filipino Toys.” When
Pedro Flores, an immigrant from the Philippines working
at a hotel in Santa Monica as a bellhop, played with his yoyo during his lunch break, a crowd would gather around
and watch. He started making yo-yos and had two factories
by 1929.
A businessman named Donald F. Duncan on a trip
from Ohio to California saw the yo-yo and bought Pedro’s

company in 1929. Then in 1932, Duncan was given the
trade name yo-yo, forcing competitors to use other names
for the toy. It was Duncan who introduced the slipstring that allowed the yo-yo to “sleep.” He set out on an
advertising campaign with the Hearst newspaper company
that increased paper circulation and sales of yo-yos.
Then in the 1960, with television and mass advertising,
the yo-yo had a resurgence in sales and interest. However,
the Duncan family lost a trademark case in 1965 and sold
the company. Yet between 1960 and the 1990s, the yo-yo
saw many innovations with the new technology that saw
another resurgence in the 1990s. On April 12, 1985, the yoyo went to space on the Discovery Shuttle. The toy needs
gravity to work—you can guess the result!
Today, the yo-yo is providing more than entertainment
for young enthusiasts. It is also a way for our troops to relax
and take their mind off the stress of the job they have been
sent to do. In 2008, Senator John McCain asked for people
to send yo-yos and stress balls to the troops. There are
several organizations that send yo-yos to the troops. As we
get older and can no longer do what we used to do, there is
still something that we can do that will make a difference.
D.H.Coop is a retired fire/paramedic and retired teacher having taught
IB and AP World History 30 years. He continues to substitute, tutor and
consult. www.HistoryDepot.com

Toy Store Items—Word Search Contest

Rules! One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put OUSD in the subject line.
BIKE

MARBLES

DOLL

CRAYON

TRIKE

PENS

BOOK

COMPUTER

LEGOS

DOLLHOUSE

SOLDIERS

BUGGY

BALLS

KITCHEN

BUBBLES

TEA SET

CROQUET

BAT

BLOCKS

BALL GLOVE

KITES

Congratulations to Jack Leventon-Snell

Winner of our September Word Search Contest!
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Entries must be received by January 15, 2021
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble.!

