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Oh the Places You’ll Go through Virtual Learning



� e public is invited to join Stacey Larson-Everson, Superintendent 
of Tehachapi Uni� ed School District from 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
every 3rd Friday of the month, for an opportunity to have a 
conversation and answer questions about our school district. 

Please join the virtual meeting via ZOOM using the following link: 
https://zoom.us/j/98111225579?pwd=Yndhemlx
YUlpVWcvNW9sOXUvdVlVZz09
Meeting ID: 981 1122 5579
Passcode: 107018

Superintendent Chat

For more information, please call (661) 822-2100
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Dear TUSD Families, Welcome back to 
the 2020-2021 school year in the Tehachapi 
Unified School District. I imagine that this 
school year began much differently than 
any of us anticipated. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, we are faced with unique 
challenges and many changes. The health 
and safety of TUSD students, staff and 
families is of paramount importance, and 
TUSD staff worked throughout the summer 
to clean and disinfect our schools as well as 

carry out enhanced safety measures at all District locations. 
Each of our school offices, as well as the district office, are 
open for in-person service from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. We are also open Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM to answer your 
phone calls and electronic inquiries. We are here and ready to 
assist you and your student however we can.

While we began this school year with virtual learning 
only, we are hopeful that in the near future, conditions 
in Kern County will change so that TUSD will be able to 
reopen schools for on-campus learning.  When schools do 
reopen, they most certainly will look quite different than 
they traditionally have in the past, including fewer desks in 
our classrooms, the addition of hand sanitizer stations, and 
other visible changes.  At this time, Kern County remains 
on the “Widespread” (Purple) Tier. Schools may not reopen 
fully for in-person instruction until the county has been 
in the “Substantial” (Red) Tier for two weeks. Current 
information may be found on the State COVID-19 website, 
located at https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/

TUSD will continue to monitor and evaluate the 
conditions as well as guidance from State agencies, in order 
to determine when the State will allow for students to be 
able to return to on-campus learning. 

In the face of the stresses and trials of the current 
conditions, TUSD teachers, administrators and staff have 
risen to the challenge, providing virtual learning with 
daily instruction for students through the Canvas learning 
platform and the TILA independent study program. The 
successful transition to these learning pathways is a direct 
result of the hard work and dedication of TUSD staff in 
partnership with parents and families. We recognize the 
tremendous effort that parents and families have made to 
support students’ learning during this time. We thank you 
and are here to support you however we can. While we are 
all anxious for students to return to school and “normalcy”, 
we are grateful for your continued partnership on behalf of 
our students. I encourage each of you to continue working 
with your child’s teachers and school leadership to help 
support a positive and productive educational experience 
for your child. Please stay up-to-date on important 
District communication by accessing District and school 
correspondence and by visiting the TUSD website at 
https://www.tehachapiusd.com/?showHomepage=true.

Thank you for your continued patience and flexibility. 
We look forward to serving your child and your family 
throughout these unusual circumstances and beyond!

Stacey 
Larson-Everson

SUPERINTENDENT
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Welcome back to another school 
year. There have been many changes 
throughout the years; however, 
I think we all agree this is the 
most challenging. Americans are 
innovative and educators are at the 
top of the list. Zoom has taken on a 
whole new meaning to this generation 
of students. Fortunately, students 
and educators were proficient with 

technology to help with the seamless 
transition to distance learning. 
Families stepped up to the challenge. 

Thank you for continuing to 
include School News among your 
reading choices.

Be sure to enter our word search 
contest on page 26. 

Our next issue is January 20, 2021. 

Neta Madison
Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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Take Strength from This
The Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius 

wrote this about history: “To bear in mind 
constantly that all of this has happened 
before. And will happen again—the same plot 
from beginning to end, the identical staging. 
Produce them in your mind, as you know 
them from experience or from history … All 
just the same. Only the people different.”

What relevance do the words of an 
ancient emperor have on Tehachapi USD today? History 

Business Services 
300 South Robinson St., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2100

Hojat Entezari 
Chief Administrator

Happy Halloween

760 Tucker Rd., #A, Tehachapi  www.mmsports.net

has repeated itself as it did back in the year 165 at the 
beginning of Marcus Aurelius’ reign over the Roman 
Empire when a global pandemic, the Antonine Plague, 
spread throughout the world, taking the lives of an estimated 
18 million people. With Rome under lockdown, fear and loss 
combined with an economic crisis broke over the empire. 
Even as he lost family members, his personal wealth and 
eventually his own life, Marcus Aurelius braved the deadliest 
plague in Rome’s history, never showing fear and reassuring 
his people with his very presence that he valued his 
responsibility to them more than he valued his own safety.

At the time of this writing, our state is overcome by the 
global pandemic, economic uncertainty and now wildfires. 
TUSD’s team has demonstrated a commitment to not let this 
school year simply pass. Our financial ledgers demonstrate a 
district dedicated to student achievement by stepping up to 
the financial and logistical challenges that virtual learning 
present. I am proud to say that the Business Department has 
diligently worked with our leadership team to help facilitate 
school supplies in every student home, place a computer 
in the hands of every student, and commit resources to 
learning. TUSD has taken advantage of funding from the 
federal CARES Act to make giant leaps in educational 
technology—over 4,000 laptops were purchased—and 
achieve uncompromising excellence for all its students.

mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.mmsports.net
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Always Here for You
TUSD Food Services 

continued to work throughout 
the school closure period and 
summer from March 18th to 
August 11th. 

A total of 108,198 free 
meals were served to local 
children in the community as 
part of our Summer Feeding 

Program. Meals included a hot lunch and 
breakfast for the next day. Food Services and 
Transportation worked together to deliver 
meals to outlying areas like Stallion Springs, 
Sand Canyon and Brite Lake. It was great to 
be able to interact safely with our students 
during those school closure months.

Now that school has resumed on a virtual 
learning platform, Food Services continues 
to serve meals to children in the community 
at each of our school sites from 6:45 to 8:45 
AM, Monday through Friday. Look for our 
Transportation Department vans to receive 
free meals. If you have not yet filled out a 
meal application, you may obtain one from 
our school sites or by logging onto www.
paypams.com /online app.

Food Services 
300 South Robinson St., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2100

Hortencia Tapia 
Supervisor

What’s Padlet?
Padlet is an online virtual bulletin board 

where students and teachers can collaborate, 
reflect and share links and pictures, all in a 
secure location. Padlet allows users to create 
a hidden wall with a custom URL. This is 
according to the website wvadulted.org. 
Apple.com states, “Padlet is a digital canvas 
to create beautiful projects that are easy to 
share and collaborate on.”

It works like a piece of paper. Starting with an empty 
page, a padlet is created by putting anything on it. Drag in 
a video, record an interview, snap a selfie, write text posts, 
or upload some documents, whatever pertinent information 
is called for. To make it even more fun and attractive, 
custom wallpapers and themes can be chosen.

With the implementation of a virtual-learning model 
for the first quarter of the 2020–21 school year, Tehachapi 

Unified’s Special Education Department has taken 
advantage of Padlet and has created one specifically for 
our district to keep families, students and staff up-to-date 
on all that is important and valuable as we navigate virtual 
learning for our students with special needs. Visit tinyurl.
com/tehach to view TUSD’s special-education padlets. 
Although it is a work in progress and a fluid communication 
tool, it is also a valuable asset for families and staff to 
access on a regular basis.

The Kern County Consortium SELPA has also put 
Padlet into action by creating their own and making it 
accessible to member districts, including TUSD, to keep 
everyone current on the latest information available 
from the California Department of Education (CDE) and 
other related state agencies about COVID-19 and how it is 
impacting special education. Visit padlet.com/KCCSELPA/
Resources to see the SELPA Padlet.

As we all continue to traverse these challenging times, 
don’t forget that Padlet is another way to stay connected!

Student Services 
300 South Robinson St., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2100

Dennis Ferrell
Director

http://www.paypams.com
http://www.paypams.com
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Virtual Learning
We are all in this 

together. The smell of 
crayons, paper, glue and 
sharpened pencils filling 
the classrooms are 
but a fond memory for 
teachers this fall. Homes 
are currently filled with 
workbooks, pencils 
and students learning 
virtually.

With the COVID-19 pandemic, 
schools are not open for in-person 
sessions. TUSD teachers and staff 
have been working tirelessly to order 
Chromebooks, purchase a learning-
management system, organize bags 
of materials and consumables, design 
virtual-learning lessons, and many 
other efforts.

As an educator and a parent, I know 
and understand how much every staff 
member, teacher, parent and student 
wants to return to regular in-person 
school. I realize the extra effort each 
and every person is putting forth to 
make this the best possible experience 
it can be for TUSD students. I know 
it is tough, but remember: it is not 
forever, and we are all in this together.

Proud of Our Teachers!
By Scott Heitman

It has been an exciting few weeks for the 
Instructional Services team as we begin 
the new 2020–21 school year. During the 
summer break, our team got busy with 
planning for the new school year in which 
Tehachapi Unified would be using a virtual-
learning model. In collaboration with the 
Kern County superintendent of schools, the 

Instructional Services team provided four days of training 
and workshops for the learning-management system 
(Canvas) used by TUSD teachers and students. Teacher 
teams made up of 52 district teachers were assembled 
by grade-level and subject matter to collaborate and 
create content that was then uploaded to the learning-
management system and made available for all district 
teachers. Ongoing support and training for all virtual-
learning needs will be provided for district teachers during 
the district lead-collaboration days, which occur monthly 

throughout the school year. During these collaboration 
meetings, teachers will get time to learn more about the 
learning-management system and maximize their virtual-
learning skills.

During the first few days of school, the amazing teachers 
of TUSD, wearing masks, gloves and standing outside in the 
heat, handed out bags of textbooks and school supplies to 
their students, making every effort to show their students 
how much they care. These dedicated and caring teachers 
have also been very busy attending trainings, creating 
content from district-provided curriculum, and providing 
daily live instruction.

The Instructional Services team is privileged to work 
with and serve such a dedicated and wonderful group of 
caring educators. We applaud the flexibility and dedication 
all TUSD staff have displayed during these first few weeks 
of the new school year. As we continue to work together in 
the best interest of our TUSD students, I am confident this 
year will be a success.

Tehachapi Unified School District Student signing on to his learning management system account.

Instructional Services 
300 South Robinson St., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2100

Scott Heitman
Chief Administrator

Jennifer Butler
Elementary 

Academic Coach

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Driven by A New Curve
Welcome back to our 

unique, very nontraditional 
school year. Challenged 
by COVID, we are all 
learning together through 
these changing times. 
Transportation is driven 
by a new curve. Although 
we are not transporting 
students, we are keeping busy 

throughout the district. Utilizing district 
vans, employees are delivering “Grab-n-Go” 
meals to all school sites and a few isolated 
bus stops. Our transportation employees 
are also working hard at schools and the 
district office sanitizing. We are disinfecting 
counters and table tops, door handles, 
community office equipment, and other high 
touch surfaces. Although we are all behind 
masks, it is with smiles on our faces that we 
are anxiously looking forward to returning 
to classrooms filled with students, hallways 
loud with laughter, and students lined up 
and excited to see that yellow school bus 
coming down the street!

Transportation 
401 East H. St., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2115

Robbi Miller
Supervisor

At Warp Speed
With the move to virtual learning, TUSD 

Technology has been moving at warp speed. 
Trying to support the schools in a new model 
required changing how the Technology 
Department handled support, transitioning 
to a more centralized support model. With 
Chromebooks moving to student homes, we 
needed a way to effectively support those 
devices and students in their online-learning 

endeavors. We introduced Zendesk as our new ticket 
system, allowing staff and students to create tickets either 
through email, phone call, text or online form.

Over the summer, we implemented a new website, 
www.tehachapiusd.com, and ParentSquare to increase 
communication to TUSD families. Since then, we have 
implemented a new version of Canvas, Screencastify, 

Kami and Zoom. The district has purchased over 4,000 
Chromebooks to support student virtual learning. 
For teacher support, the district gave every teacher a 
Chromebook to use for their Zoom sessions. The district 
has also provided new wireless access points in every 
classroom throughout the district. This required a ground-
up configuration and installation of the new wireless 
network. This is normally a process that would take 
months, and the team managed it in days! I’m very proud of 
the Technology Department team.

As we look forward, technology is going to continue to 
support teachers and families as they navigate the new 
landscape of virtual learning. We have more projects lined 
up for the rest of the school year and hope these projects 
will allow students and teachers to collaborate and learn 
more effectively in both this new learning environment and 
when we return to school campuses.

Technology 
300 South Robinson St., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2100

Ryan McKay
Director
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Together We Grow
Cummings Valley School 

has adopted a campus-wide 
theme of “Together We Grow” 
for 2020-2021, as staff and 
students strive to make this 
unusual educational climate 
work for everyone.

The “growing” metaphor 
always applies in a school 
setting; nothing is more 

rewarding than watching students 
grow, both physically and academically, 
throughout a school year. The “together” 
part is what really counts, though, especially 
this school year as we navigate virtual 
learning. Even though staff and students 
are separated and can’t communicate face 
to face, we want everyone to know we 
work TOGETHER as a team, regardless of 
physical distance. We at CVS take pride 
in promoting campus unity, no matter the 
circumstance.

Throughout the CVS campus, you’ll find 
references to the “Together We Grow” theme 
in fun display boards, signs and even staff 
shirts. In the meantime, let’s all ROOT for 
each other and watch each other GROW!

Cummings Valley Elementary
24220 Bear Valley Rd., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2190 • www.teh.k12.ca.us/Domain/11

Traci Minjares
Principal

Making Lemonade
They say when life gives you lemons, make 

lemonade. Well that’s what we’re doing at 
Golden Hills Elementary! In the few short 
weeks before school started, we developed 
a comprehensive plan to teach students 
in a virtual setting. In this plan, students 
receive daily virtual live instruction by grade 
span at consistent times and are assigned 
independent work using our board-adopted 
curriculum along with other resources. 

Students receive intervention as needed, and teachers keep 
set office hours to help students and parents.

I have the opportunity to view virtual learning from 
multiple perspectives. As a principal, I’m impressed to see 
how teachers and classified staff members are working 
together to make this plan a reality. Teachers spend 
countless hours each day preparing their lessons on 

Canvas. Classified staff supports teachers and students 
on a daily basis. As a parent, I see my 6-year-old daughter 
thriving in this setting. She engages with her teacher and 
peers and learns new things each day. Her technology skills 
are growing by leaps and bounds.

While we do encounter challenges, I have received 
encouraging feedback from parents and families on their 
students’ experiences so far this year. Brandi Reel, parent 
of a first-grader, recently emailed me accolades for Mrs. 
Phillips and her job well done in teaching her students 
virtually. Her words say it best: “I’m not here to pretend 
this is ideal, or even easy, for anyone. I would much 
prefer to send him to school to play with his friends and 
hug his teacher. I know that when the time is right, that 
will happen, but in the meantime, our entire family is so 
grateful to have a teacher as dedicated and caring as Mrs. 
Phillips.”

And there’s the lemonade!

Golden Hills Elementary
20215 Park Rd., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2180 • www.teh.k12.ca.us/Domain/12

Kendra Bailey
Principal

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Letting Go of  
Hands On Learning

The JMS Science 
Department has jumped 
into Virtual Learning! Our 
teachers are not letting 
go of integral “hands on” 
learning.

Sixth grade started 
with a study of the 
collection of data. Students 

delved into the world of observation 
and measurement as it pertains to the 
scientific process and will be putting 
that knowledge to use in their upcoming, 
“Length Lab.”

Seventh graders started the study 
of life science with the basic building 
block of life, the cell. Mrs. Hubbard’s 
“Eggsperiment,” is where students 
use eggs to explore the role of the cell 
wall and its permeability. Mrs. Geber is working with her 
students on the basic tenants of the scientific process, 
Designing an Experiment.

Eighth graders have also started with experimentation. 
They are studying the concept of variables, and are 
using their Milk Experiments as a platform for observing 
different chemical outcomes as they make controlled 
changes to the recipe.

Jacobsen Middle School
711 Anita Dr., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2150 • www.teh.k12.ca.us/Domain/10

Sharon Heitman
Principal

Homeschooling Program
By Scott Heitman,  
Chief Administrator  
of Instructional Services

TILA (Tehachapi 
Independent Learning 
Academy) is a homeschooling 
program for TUSD students 
whose parents are looking for 
an alternate way to educate 

their children. TILA went from a program averaging 
60 to 100 students a year to 655 students as we 
started the 2020-2021 school year. Approximately 
two-thirds of our students are elementary and 
one-third are secondary students. We pride 
ourselves in team work and student success. TILA 
teachers offer support to parents, and assist them 
in teaching their children. It has definitely been a 
challenge to prepare materials for so many TILA 
families. The TILA team sees the amazing support, 
understanding and effort that TILA parents are 
providing and their dedication spurs us on with 
even more energy. As part of the TUSD team, TILA’s 
focus is on each student and what is best for them.

Tehachapi Independent Learning Academy
400 S. Snyder Ave., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2124 • www.teh.k12.ca.us/Domain/9
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Candid Photos
While it’s clear that 

students are learning 
new skills in our 
virtual learning format, 
students at Tehachapi 
High School face 
unique challenges. For 
example, how will the 
yearbook editors create 
a THS yearbook when 

students are not on campus? This 
year’s editors have found a way: THS 
students will submit their pictures 
virtually!

THS Co-Editor in Chief Caleb 
McJunkin leads with a great attitude 
when he  says, “I’m really excited 
for this year’s yearbook and I think 
we can make it work.” Mr. Hansen, 
THS Yearbook Advisor, came up with 
the idea to collect candid photos of 
THS students having fun over the 
summer and then studying/Zooming 
once school started August 12th. “It 
has been slow so far,” says Evelyn 
Dean, Co- Editor-in-Chief, “but we 
are hopeful students are getting 
their portraits done to send to us, 
especially seniors.”

Tehachapi High School
801 S. Dennison Rd, Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2130 • www.teh.k12.ca.us/Domain/8

Cristina Libatique
Principal

Never Too Late
Even through these difficult times, 

Tehachapi Adult School (TAS) has continued 
to service those who need to finish their 
education. Last school year during the 
pandemic, TAS enrolled three more students 
virtually, and with the help of our adult 
education teacher, we were able to help three 
more students graduate and receive their 
high school diploma. These students were 
resilient and hardworking.

During this new school year, TAS is continuing to 
offer services to those who need it. With the help of the 
online program Edmentum and our hardworking teacher, 
returning students and new students continue to work 

on getting their high school diplomas as well as receive 
preparation and practice for the GED.

Our welding program had to be put on hold for the time 
being, but we are hoping that we will be able to resume 
those classes soon.

We are proud of all TUSD Tehachapi Adult School 
students because they have taken actions to increase their 
education, and we are here to offer whatever support they 
may need. Many of our students are parents who have to 
work with their own children at home, and yet they are 
taking the time to also work on their own education.

It is never too late to finish school, whatever that level is, 
and we applaud our students who realize that is never too 
late. As writer George Eliot said, “It is never too late to be 
what you might have been.”

Tehachapi Adult School
400 S. Snyder Ave., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2112 • www.teh.k12.ca.us/Domain/567

Natalia Moessner
Adult Education 

Coordinator

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com


OctOber—December 2020  11Covering the Tehachapi Unified School diSTricT

New Faces at Tompkins
We have a couple of 

new faces at Tompkins! 
Ms. Yanira Ledezma is our 
new secretary, and Mrs. 
KerryAnn Chambers is our 
new 5th grade teacher.

Ms. Ledezma says she 
loves being a Tiger because 
she enjoys working with 
parents and students from 

the community, she grew up in. She feels 
welcomed at Tompkins, which makes 
for a positive environment. She’s looking 
forward to getting to know the staff better 
and finishing off the school year in person.

Mrs. Chambers loves being a 
teacher because teaching gives her the 
opportunity to make a difference in someone’s life. She 
gets to inspire students to be better, push harder, and go 
further. Plus, the funny things students say, their silly 

habits, the insightful questions, and the amusing stories 
they write all make the job even more satisfying.

We’re happy to welcome these lovely ladies into the 
Tompkins Family

Tompkins Elementary
1120 S. Curry St., Tehachapi, CA 93561 • 661/822-2170 • www.teh.k12.ca.us/Domain/13

Rebecca Castellanos
Principal

Halloween Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put Tehachapi in the subject line)

Rules!

Entries must be received by November 30, 2020
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble.

BLACK CAT
CANDY
CARVE
CEMETERY
COSTUME
DECORATIONS
FRANKENSTEIN
FRIGHTFUL
GHOST
GHOUL
GRAVE
HAUNTED HOUSE

HALLOWEEN
JACK O LANTERN
MUMMY
SKELETON
SPIDER
SWAMP CREATURE
TRICK OR TREAT
VAMPIRE
WEB
WEREWOLF
WITCH
ZOMBIE

Congratulations to Kristi Henry
Winner of the previous Word Search Contest!

mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=


Mitchell Poulson
Co-Valedictorian

BYU Provo

Matthew Bilotta
Co-Valedictorian

UC Berkley

THS Graduates 
Class of 2020!!

“An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest.”
-Benjamin Franklin

Congratulations


