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I CAN SELL YOUR HOME FOR OVER ASKING
PRICE WITH LESS DAYS ON MARKET!
(EVEN VIRTUALLY...HERE’S HOW!)
FREE Virtual Staging! Yes, FREE!
FREE Professional Photos w/ Custom
Website! Yes, FREE!
Strategic Marketing Plan to Attract the
Most Buyers
Syndication to 100+ Real Estate Websites
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FREE Virtual Tour! Yes, FREE!
Coldwell Banker Brand – Global &
Local Reach
Alex Horowitz’s 7-Step Certication
to get your home SOLD FAST for
TOP DOLLAR!

!
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2511 Brass Lantern Drive, La Habra

960 N. Fonda Street, La Habra

SOLD $86,000 OVER ASKING
SOLD IN ONLY 10 DAYS
20+ OFFERS
150+ BUYERS AT OPEN HOUSE

!
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SOLD $56,000 OVER ASKING
SOLD IN ONLY 7 DAYS
15+ OFFERS
150+ BUYERS AT OPEN HOUSE

!
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1070 S. Cajon Drive, La Habra

SOLD $60,000 OVER ASKING
SOLD IN ONLY 6 DAYS
MULTIPLE OFFERS
100+ BUYERS AT OPEN HOUSE

9372 Caneld Drive, La Habra

SOLD $30,000 OVER ASKING
SOLD IN ONLY 16 DAYS
25+ OFFERS
175+ BUYERS AT OPEN HOUSE

CONTACT ME FOR A FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL/TEXT 714-612-0116

AlexSellsLaHabra.com
*If your property is currently listed with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. Info deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

DRE # 00983521
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Focus On Safety, Distance Learning And Nutrition

The deadline
for our site
administrators to
submit their article
for this edition of
School News was
prior to school
closures related to
Dr. Joanne
the
recent COVID-19
Culverhouse
or
commonly
known
Superintendent
as the Coronavirus.
Their articles pertain to the events
taking place on their campus,
but my information will focus on
what we are doing to support our
students due to the recent school
closure.
The response to this crisis has been extraordinarily and
our La Habra Staff have stepped up and we are STRONGER
TOGETHER MORE THAN EVER
Our schools may be physically closed to our students,
but our phenomenal teachers are still connecting, teaching,
and engaging their students. Principals are still leading
and focused on supporting teachers as we enter these
unprecedented times.

Thoughts of moving in 2020?
It’s Free!

let’s talk

We are distributing
over 1,500 iPads
and feeding
approximately
6,000 students per
week. We are also
maintaining our
grounds, completing
work orders and
deep cleaning every
classroom and office
space.
While much
remains uncertain
right now, one thing
is for sure: this crisis
will pass. Our schools
and communities will recover and La Habra City School
District will return STRONGER THAN EVER. When that
happens, we want our community to know we will continue
to put the academic and social emotional needs of our
students first. We miss our students, but we have even
greater pride knowing that we are doing our very best to
serve the students and families of the La Habra City School
District.

Orange County’s premier tennis+pickleball
experience for players all ages & abilities!
Certified teaching pros with high-quality
programming for first timers, competitive
players and seasoned pros. First group
clinic tryout is FREE for all new customers!

1772 Hacienda Rd.,
La Habra Heights, CA 90631
562.522.9620 | www.JanFiore.com | Jan@JanFiore.com
CalRE #01262942 | CalRE #01517694
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PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR MORE INFO AND PRICING
ON CLINICS & OPEN PLAY!
www.itennislahabra.com

10 Tennis Courts
8 Pickleball Courts
Group Clinics
USTA Leagues
Private Lessons
Junior Team Tennis
Membership Options
Fully Stocked Pro Shop

351 S. Euclid La Habra, CA 90631 · (562) 690-5040
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As I am writing this the
coronavirus has caused everyone in
our communities to practice social
distancing and to adjust their way
of life. All of the health officials have
stressed good hygiene and social
precautions. As a Nation we will get
through this.
This is a particularly difficult time
for students not physically being in
school but the District responded
and students have adjusted. Reading

is always good and in this issue we
have included several of our popular
student book reviews to help with
reading choices. Of course, in this
issue you will find our latest word
search. I appreciate your positive
comments when you email your
answers.
Take care, be well and we’ll be
back with our next issue October 14,
2020.

#flattenthecurve
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PROUD TO BE A LA HABRA
CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT PARENT!
Dear “Parent”,
I’m Ray Fernandez & my wife Krista and I own a home
in La Habra. We have 3 kids, Reagan, Grayson and Logan,
plus a dog named Getzy. We love our fun & safe, family
neighborhood with its great public schools.
As the top performing Realtor® in La Habra and La
Habra Heights for 2018 – 2019*, I work closely with people
every day, buying & selling local homes. Since I own a home
in the market I serve, the success of the nearby real estate
market directly affects the value of our neighborhood as well
as yours. Simply put, what matters to you, matters to me!
If you’re considering selling your home I would encourage
you to call me to discuss your real estate needs!
From our family to yours, Ray Fernandez

562.400.7004 | Ray@RFRealtor.com | DRE# 01895143
* Statistics pulled from CRMLS 1/1/2019 to present.
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MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach

Recurring Ear Infections and What to do

An ear infection occurs as a result of
inflammation of the middle ear, caused by
a virus or bacteria. During an ear infection
fluid builds up behind the eardrum. Most
children have experienced at least one
painful ear infection by age five.
Common symptoms of ear infections include
pain, fever, fussiness or irritability, rubbing or
Rose Eapen, M.D.
tugging at an ear, and difficulty sleeping.
pediatric
Most ear infections resolve on their own
otolaryngology,
MemorialCare
with simple treatments like rest or overMiller Children’s & the-counter pain relievers. More severe ear
Women’s Hospital
infections may need antibiotics.
Long Beach
Many times, children struggle with repeated
infections or persistent fluid which can result in hearing loss.
In these cases, surgical care can help to prevent infections or
lessen the frequency or severity of ear infections. One of the
most common procedures performed by ear, nose and throat
(ENT) specialists is a myringotomy and tube placement.
According to the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head
and Neck Surgery, ear tube surgery is the most common
childhood surgery performed with anesthesia.

Covering the La Habra City School District

A myringotomy is a surgical procedure that relieves
pressure caused by the excessive build-up of fluid in
the ears by making a small incision in the eardrum.
After excess fluid is suctioned out, the ear tube is then
inserted into the eardrum to allow air to reach the middle
ear. The tubes will fall out on their own, usually a year
after they are placed. While they are in place, they work
to prevent further ear infections and help children avoid
long-term complications.
If your child has severe, recurring ear infections,
it’s important to talk to a pediatric ENT specialist,
like the team at MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s
Hospital Long Beach who can help determine what
treatment option is best for your child.

2801 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806
800-MEMORIAL • millerchildrens.org/ENT

April 2020
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District Wellness
500 N. Walnut, La Habra, CA 90632 • 562/690-2344x302
http://www.lahabraschools.org/

Healthy Schools
Great things are happening in Wellness in
the La Habra City School District. Imperial
and Washington Middle School closed out 2019
being recognized as two of America’s Healthiest
Schools by achieving Bronze level through the
Alliance for a Healthier Generation. In the new
year, all elementary schools are participating
Jessica
in the Harvest of the Month program, providing
Stout-Ryder
Lead
students with tastings of fresh fruits and
vegetables. El Cerrito Elementary continues
providing fruits and vegetables to families of La Habra through
the Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County program.
Walnut Elementary is pushing through 2020 hoping to achieve
Gold level through the Alliance for a Healthier Generation.
Sierra Vista continues with parent education and goal setting
classes. Ladera Palma’s garden is thriving as students and
parents learn the skills of growing vegetables and healthy
eating. Las Lomas is bringing back their community garden.
School Readiness will continue their Book Cook program
involving parents and students in healthy cooking. Arbolita
and Las Positas continue logging the most PE minutes.
Imperial Middle School started nutrition classes, which include
healthy cooking demonstrations, and parents are loving it!

GET IN.
GET OUT.
GET BETTER.
We’re close by, offer online
booking, and accept walk-ins.
That’s urgent care, as it should be.

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
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16200 AMBER VALLEY DRIVE
844-OUCH-SCU | OUCHURGENT.ORG

Arbolita (TK—6) Visual & Performing Arts
1001 E. Brookdale Ave., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2352 • www.lahabraschools.org

Exemplary Arts in Education
Arbolita Visual and Performing
Arts Academy was honored
in February at the California
Department of Education Annual
Awards Ceremony as a 2020
Exemplary Arts in Education Program
School. Since our recognition, we
Jennifer
have
been honored to expand our
McCully Rodriguez
Principal
visual and performing arts program.
We began our AcroArts program
with our guest instructor, Olympic Gymnast,
Cathy Rigby, of McCoy Rigby Arts. She brought
with her a ballet and hiphop instructor to help
students with movement and flexibility, in addition
to learning choreography. A Grammy Award
Board President, Sandi Baltes; Superintendent, Dr. Joanne Culverhouse;
Winning composer, Dave Yaden, worked on music
Principal, Jennifer McCully-Rodriguez; Music Instructor, Betsy Olson; and
composition with our 5th graders in the piano lab.
TOSA; Katie Mayfield, attend CDE’s recognition ceremony at
Our kindergarteners also composed their own songs
the Disneyland Hotel on February 10, 2020.
using the SpecDrums and iPads. Further expanding
the experiences for our students, our sixth graders
teach effective teamwork, enjoy hands-on learning,
attended Outdoor Science School at Irvine Ranch for the
develop friendships, and have fun! We are excited for what
first time in the District’s history. This trip helped to instill
the future holds for Arbolita Visual and Performing Arts
an appreciation for the outdoors and the environment,
Academy! We welcome you to come and visit!

A healthy mouth is more than just a
pretty smile.
Keep your child out of the emergency room
with LOW to NO cost dental services!
Call today to get connected to a provider near you.

855-54-SMILE

Se habla espanol

smilesconnectionoc.org
Covering the La Habra City School District

We Accept Medi-Cal/Denti-Cal
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El Cerrito (TK—6) Computer Science Magnet School
1051 N. Hillside, La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2340 • www.lahabraschools.org

A Computer Science Magnet School
Serving students in grades TK-6 as one
of two Computer Science Magnet Schools
in Orange County. All students are issued
their own iPad to be used at school and
at home! Students share
solutions featuring computer
programming with a real-world
Emily Flesher
audience beyond their teacher,
Principal
and collaborate with experts in
the world as they use computer programming
to solve problems. These experiences
contribute to student ownership of their work,
and deeper, longer-lasting learning in all
content areas.
Students are engaged in a structured
Computer Science Program that provides
lessons and activities regularly. These
activities include learning programming
languages and how to apply what they learn
using Scratch 2.0, LEGO Robotics, and
Minecraft Education. As the school year
progresses, lessons are woven into other core
subject area instructional time. Teachers

help students solve relevant and authentic problems,
which will be showcased throughout the school year to
the community. These showcases, known as “Epic Builds”
occur several times a year. El Cerrito students will be
equipped with skills to ensure success in the future!

Imperial (6—8) International Baccalaureate
1450 S. Schoolwood Dr., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2344 • www.lahabraschools.org

Arts are Flourishing
Here at IMS we have had an exciting two
trimesters and are looking forward to a great
final trimester!
As an International Baccalaureate
(IB) Candidacy School, we have provided
engaging and rigorous learning opportunities
Cathy Seighman for our students. The arts are flourishing
at IMS as the IB program strengthens and
Principal
extends the Imperial tradition. Students
are challenged to excel through our commitment to visual
and performing arts, while our project-based learning
showcases continue to display highly engaged learning.
We continue to build the IB Learner Profile in order
to develop students with strong academics and personal
character. We will experience more celebrations for
academic, behavior, and attendance success as our
students exceed Imperial’s high-expectations. We
appreciate all of the support from our students, families
and staff as we continue to collaborate, innovate, commit,
and achieve success for all students!
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Ladera Palma (TK—6) Dual Immersion Academy
2151 E. Brookdale Ave., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2348 • www.lahabraschools.org

Spring is in the Air

Dr. Rosa Murillo
Principal

Spring is coming and we have been having
a great time at Ladera Palma Dual Immersion
Academy! We have just concluded our Read
Across America Week. Families, community
members, staff and students focused on
literacy events. Each day included a theme
costume dress up that everyone enjoyed. Our
Special Persons’ Book-nic was a great hit!

Families joined us for books and a picnic for our students’
lunch. Additionally, our Community Read Aloud Day
featured readers from the community coming in to share
their love of reading with our students. Finally, our families
decorated the school with artwork featured in Dr. Seuss
books as well as other literature. A great time was had by
all!

Las Lomas (TK—6) Entrepreneur Exploration
301 Las Lomas Dr., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2353 • www.lahabraschools.org

Arts Education Opportunities
In addition to our Entrepreneur
Exploration focus at Las Lomas, we also
provide Visual and Performing Arts
opportunities for our students. Through our
Art Masters program students TK- sixth
grade learn about three famous artists and
Pam Cunningham create an original piece of artwork using
each of the artist’s style and media to display
Principal
in their classroom. We have also been
fortunate to receive two
very special grants that
have helped build our
music and performing
arts program. The
first grant is through
the Lang, Lang Music
Foundation for our
second through fourth
grade students. This
grant enables students
to learn keyboarding/
piano skills with a
trained music teacher
Covering the La Habra City School District

two times a week. The second grant, in conjunction with
The Segrestrom Center for the Arts, brings Disney Musicals
in Schools to our school for our third through sixth grade
students. Students will have the opportunity to learn all
about theater and perform a live musical theater production
each spring. All of these experiences compliment our
academic programs and ultimately improve student
academic performance, student’s attitudes toward career
possibilities and motivate them to persevere and seek out a
variety of career paths.

April 2020

9

Las Positas (TK—5) International Baccalaureate
1400 S. Schoolwood Dr., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2356 • www.lahabraschools.org

Amazing Opportunities Abound
In addition to our ever-growing
International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Candidate
Programme, Las Positas students
are participating in many
community events. Save Coyote
Sharon Hensley Hills foundation Angela Lindstom
has written a grant to sponsor
Principal
our third graders in their first
community connection of this type of educational
outreach. A field trip is planned for March 2020.
Volunteers from CSUF will be supporting our
students through their exploration with climate
change, animals of Coyote Hills, plants, water and the
geology of the area. Students will have the opportunity
to learn about taking action. The Discovery Cube Orange
County sponsored by Orange County Waste and Recycling
presented a Water Science/Conservation assembly for third
graders, and the Orange County Waste and Recycling
group sponsored Trash Management/Recycling for
fifth grade students. Students were energized by their
newfound knowledge to support the sustainability of our
environment. They will make a difference!

We are grateful for other community partnerships:
McDonald’s sponsoring McTeachers’ Night and Chick-fil-A
for providing free breakfast sandwiches to our parents
during parent drop off. The cow visited and all had fun!
All students continue to use the inquiry method in
learning through our IB PYP six transdisciplinary themes:
Who we are, Where we are in place and time, Sharing
the planet, How we express ourselves, How we organize
ourselves and How the world works. Students are actively
involved in their learning and showing tremendous growth,
courage, and confidence!

Sierra Vista (TK—6) No Excuses University/Music
1800 E. Whittier Ave., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2359 • www.lahabraschools.org

Sixth graders go to Science Camp!
This year’s 6th grade class at Sierra
Vista made history by being the first class
to attend a two-night stay at Irvine Ranch
Outdoor Education Center. This was a vision
our 6th grade team of teachers had at the
end of last year. They worked with parents,
our school board, and our school community
Anna Dorado
to make it a reality. All their hard work
Principal
paid off this past month in February, when
74 of our 6th grade students spent two nights and three
days tucked away in the hills of Irvine Ranch. The days
were filled with hands on learning and growing. These
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students took part in all sciences- physical, life, and earth
science areas- in addition to physical and team bonding
activities. These activities included archery, mining, hands
on science, ziplining, and hiking. The action was non-stop
and the students found themselves many times tired but
excited for the new adventures that awaited them. Many
of our students, in the overnight stay, also were able to
experience what life would be like if they went off to
college! They slept in dorm-like facilities, ate in a large hall,
and had to be responsible for their daily routines! It was
quite a memorable experience for our students and one that
we hope we can continue to create for our students year
after year.

Walnut (TK—6) STEAM Academy/AVID
625 N. Walnut St., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2369 • www.lahabraschools.org

Girls Who Code
At Walnut STEAM
Academy, we have
partnered with Girls
Who Code to spark
interest in computer
science. Our girls
Dr. Alma Noche are embracing and
experiencing STEAM
Principal
and all it has to offer.
Girls Who Code is a non-profit
organization that supports girls in
developing skills for 21st Century
Learning. This program is to
promote and teach coding skills
such as block based coding, robotics,
and JavaScript. In Girls Who Code,
not only are the girls working on
computer science, but they are incorporating
mathematical and engineering concepts as well.
These girls are practicing critical thinking skills as
they code and create their video games using the program
Scratch. By collaborating and providing peer feedback,
the girls learn to improve and enhance their coding skills.

The depth of creativity these girls are using to create their
animations and video games are impressive. At Walnut
we are dedicated to empowering our young women to feel
confident and excited about computer science. We are
providing our young ladies with crucial foundational skills
in coding that will prepare them for their future careers in
the field of computer science.

Washington (7-8) Project Lead the Way/STEM/Music
716 E. La Habra Blvd., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/960-2374 • www.lahabraschools.org

Supporting our School Community
Washington Middle School strives to
provide a safe and nurturing environment for
our students and families. Our Associated
Student Body fosters school spirit and our
Peer Assistant Leadership (PALS) program
offers students the chance to serve the
school community and the larger community
Connie
through program such as Pennies for
Mayhugh
Principal
Patients. Our arts program provides the
opportunity for our student to learn how
to play an instrument, sing as part of an ensemble, work
on set design, and perform in theatrical presentations.
Our sports program allows students to learn the value
of working as a team towards a common goal. There are

Covering the La Habra City School District

multiple after school clubs such as FEMINEERS and
Model United Nations where students learn and stretch
their skills through STEM activities and public speaking.
Through Restorative Practices we are working to empower
students to realize their personal potential.
And reaching beyond the gates of the school into
our community, parents are learning about preparing
and supporting their students as they move on to high
school and learn about post-secondary college and career
opportunities through the Parent Institute for Quality
Education (PIQE). Beginning in April, our parents can
participate in weekly workshops that provide information
about the benefits of healthy eating and active living.
Our staff is working hard to support our students both
academically and socially as well as our school community.
Good things are happening at Washington Middle School.

April 2020
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Jenna’s Review
A Soccer Hero
Title: Alex Morgan
Do you know who Alex
Morgan is? Alex Morgan
is a famous soccer player
for the United States
Women›s National Team.
Jenna C.
She helped the US soccer
team win many games.
This book explains how Alex Morgan
grew up, how she built her career and
how she became famous. There are
fun facts about Alex Morgan including her personal life,
her published books, her favorites, and what she likes to
do when she is not playing soccer. Additionally, this book
includes US Women›s soccer history such as the World
Cup and Olympics. It also talks about some soccer heroes.
Interestingly, this book also has a board game on the last
page for readers to play. I especially like this book because
there are multiple realistic photos. I recommend this book
to people who like soccer and Alex Morgan.

B is for Book
Life is Numbers
Rated by Melissa Grey is an
intriguing, mystery like book.
In this society, it truly
matters what people think
because every person has a
“rating.” Their rating reflects
just about everything, from if they have a
Bailey
good job, to if they said “thank you” to the
waiter. The future of every individual lies on their rating.
When someone vandalizes Maplethorpe Academy with
red paint reading “THE RATINGS ARE NOT REAL,” it
will bring these six students together, Bex, Tamsin, Hana,
Chase, Noah, and Javier. Although they have absolutely
nothing in common, they thrive together! But will they be
enough to solve the mystery and conclude the corruption of
their society?
This dystopia depicts a possible reality that will keep the
reader thinking days after finishing the book. I have read
the book several times and it still fascinates me. I rate it
5 out of 5 stars.

Jenna is a 4th grader. She enjoys playing soccer and painting. She likes
to read fiction novels. Someday she wants to publish a book.

Bailey is an eighth grader who loves to read whenever she’s not dancing
or with her friends.

Katie’s Review

Ethan’s Review

Daydreamer
Title: Words with Wings
Author: Nikki Grimes
Gabby is what you
would call a daydreamer.
She always seemed to
be in her own world and
sometimes it got her in
Katie C.
trouble. Daydreaming
was a way to escape from her parents’
arguments. She daydreamed at home, at
school, everywhere — until it became a
way of life. She seemed to meet everyone that discouraged
her dreams, until she meets a new teacher. This new
teacher shows her that her dreams can help her, that
they can spark imagination and cause her to create great
things. Gabby finally realizes that rather than daydreaming
everything, she can WRITE. This book is a collection of
poems that shows the mental growth of a girl who was lost
in her own world.
Katie is in 10th grade. She likes reading and writing. She loves to read
to younger kids. She provides book reviews to the kids who want to find
more good books.
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The Deep, Dark Secret
Danny, The Champion of the World
By Roald Dahl
Danny is a little boy
who lives in an old, rusty,
broken-down carriage
at a filling station with
his dad. His mom died
Ethan H.
when he was very young.
Danny has always admired his dad’s
strength and bravery. He always looked
forward to his dad’s stories about a
Big Friendly Giant that captures and
bottles dreams because it sparked his imagination. Danny
woke up one night and discovered that his dad was not
home. He went outside to look for him and saw a shadowy
figure moving on the street. It was his dad! Danny finds out
about a deep, dark secret his father had. Read Danny, The
Champion of the World to find out what happened next! I
loved reading this book because it was filled with action.
I recommend this book to people who like suspense and
mystery.
Ethan H. is a fourth grader. He likes science, reading, history and
physical activities like soccer and basketball.

Yoona’s Review
Dr. Seuss’ Life
Title: Dr. Seuss The Great Doodler
Author: Kate Klimo
Have you read any
Dr. Seuss books? Dr.
Seuss was actually
called Ted. His mother
read to him a lot when
Yoona C.
he was young. Ted also
liked to doodle. He doodled pictures
of animals. After college, he worked
on a humor magazine. He signed his
drawings with just his middle name: Seuss. He wrote his
first book titled And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry
Street! When Ted was having trouble with a story, he wore
wacky hats to think better. Ted wanted to write a book
using 225 simple words. Do you know what this book is?
It is the Cat in the Hat! I like this book because I can find
many facts about Dr. Seuss and learn about how his books
were created. This book also includes rarely seen artwork
by Dr. Seuss. I recommend this book to kids who are
interested in Dr. Seuss and his books.

Sean’s Book Review
Banned from Olympus
The Hidden Oracle Book
1 of Trials of Apollo by Rick
Riordan
Some of you guys may
enjoy Greek mythology, and
if you do, this is the book for
you. Apollo, the god of poetry, music, and
Sean
the sun, was banned from Mount Olympus
(the home of the Greek gods) and is now a wimpy, mortal
teenager named Lester Papadopoulos. He starts his quest
to show his father, Zeus, that he belongs in Mount Olympus.
Apollo runs into many new and ancient encounters, such
as Roman emperors and peach spirits. He works with a
daughter of Demeter, Meg, who is his new master and
helps him along the way his treacherous journey. I think
that everyone who reads this book will enjoy the twists,
jokes, and adventures that Apollo experiences. Overall, I
loved reading this book and I enjoyed the way Rick writes
because you can understand and imagine everything that’s
happening. I give this book a 10 out of 10.

Yoona is a 2nd grader. She likes playing soccer and the piano. She likes
to create stories as well.

Sean Cheng is a 5th grader who enjoys cubing (Rubik’s Cubes), watching
Rubik’s Cube videos, and playing basketball. His favorite subjects at
school are math and P.E. He loves his 3 guinea pigs and looks forward to
summer vacations.

Tyson’s Book Review

Manhar’s Book Review

Never Give Up
Touchdown Kid by Tim Green
Cory is an awesome
football player from
the Westside. He is
11 years old and is just
moving into middle
school, along with
Tyson
his friend, Liam. A
well-known coach from HBS, an
elite junior high school, is giving a
scholarship to a player he thinks is
good enough to play football there. If Cory gets it, he will
get to live in a nice neighborhood with a host family in a
cozy home, and play football, his passion. His best friend’s
brother isn’t the nicest guy and pulls him into trouble.
If he is late, he won’t play. What will he do? This is his
dream. Find out more about this crazy adventure and read
Touchdown Kid. This book is great and pulls me in. I can
relate a lot to this book and if you’re an athlete, you’ll love
it. I’m not much of a bookworm and I rate it 5 out of 5 stars!
Tyson is an athletic 6th grader who loves basketball, soccer, and
volleyball. His favorite subjects are P.E. and math. He is a gentle pet
owner and loves taking care of his 3 guinea pigs with his brother.
He looks forward to going to Lakers games with his dad.

Covering the La Habra City School District

Doing Homework
Homework Hassles (Ready, Freddy!—
Series 3) by Abby Klein
I was recently
introduced to the
book series of “Ready,
Freddy!” and this is my
favorite book so far.
Manhar M.
This book focuses on
what happens when you don’t do your
home assignments in a timely fashion.
Freddy Thresher, a first grader, goes
through a big problem when his teacher
wants the class to do reports on nocturnal animals. He
couldn’t find an animal until the last moment. He went
overboard with his research and got himself into trouble.
The book includes exciting twists and turns in the story.
The conversation of Freddy and his friends reminds me of
my own conversations in the class. I couldn’t stop reading
the book to find out if Freddy completed his assignment on
the due date. I also learned the value of friends and family
through this book.
Manhar M. is in First Grade. Manhar likes science, math, coding,
traveling, hiking, reading about world news and spending time in
building robots from Legos.
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The Selfie
Back in the far past, when one wanted an image of
oneself, one hired an artist. There was a rumor that
because these artists charged by the limb, the term it costs
an arm and a leg came about. If one could not afford an
artist, the practice of silhouettes became popular. This was
the tracing a shadow of a profile on a piece of black paper
and then cutting it out to frame. The 19th century saw a
breakthrough with the photographic camera that produced
an image on a plate of glass.
These first cameras required one to sit or stand very
still for a long period to expose the plate. Therefore, the old
tin plates never showed one smiling, for the smile would
not hold and would distort the final result. Photographers
were used during the Crimean War in the 1850s and were
widely used during the American Civil War. Most of the
battlefield photo plates were too graphic for the public, so
the glass plates were used to make greenhouses.
The next big jump in the camera came with the
Eastman Company and paper film. Eastman-Kodak
produced the Brownie Box camera that was affordable. The
camera was sent off for development and later turned into

a disposable camera. The next innovation was the Polaroid
camera with self-developing film. The photos always had
one person left out of the picture, so the time delay was
invented to take everyone at the same time. The camera
operator would set the timer and then run to get into the
picture frame. Each new change allowed for a faster image
and development, so that today, we have the digital age.
The digital camera allows one to take still shots and
motion film with the same device. This new invention
created a fad—the selfie. One would hold out their arm
and take a picture of themselves. Then, people felt that
their arms were not long enough, so the selfie stick was
invented. Social behavior shifted from respect of someone
else’s photo to a craze of “photo-bombing” other people’s
photos. Another craze has people taking photos of the
meals and other items the photographer thinks others
might want to see.
So, smile! There are cameras everywhere!
D.H.Coop is a retired fire/paramedic and retired teacher having taught
IB and AP World History 30 years. He continues to substitute, tutor and
consult.

Gardening Terms —Word Search Contest
Rules! One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put La Habra in the subject line.
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SHOVEL

ROW

RAKE

FERTILIZER

HOE

SPADE

TRANSPLANT

SNAIL

POT

FOOD

NEMATODE

STAKE

WORM

HOSE

SOW BUG

SPRINKLER

FENCE

SEEDS

BED

PRUNERS

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Entries must be received by April 30, 2020
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a $20 Barnes & Noble gift card!

The Yo-Yo
Some believe the yo-yo originated in China. However,
the first mention of the yo-yo is in Greece around 500 B.C.
It is also found in pictographs in Egyptian-temple wall art.
Philippine hunters used a rock with a 20-foot string to hit
their prey in trees in the 16th century. Wherever the yo-yo
originated, it has become a global fascination.
The yo-yo is said to be the second-oldest toy in the
world, next to the doll. It is a toy that has a calming effect
on the user. The French court played with the yo-yo
( joujou de Normandie). Marquis de Lafayette toyed with
the yo-yo. Napoleon and his troops played with it before the
battle of Waterloo as well, as it was a favorite of the Duke of
Wellington. There is a National Yo-Yo Museum in Chico, and
wooden parts can be found online.
This country saw its first patent in 1866 by an Ohio
company, but the toy remained obscure until 1916 in an article
in Scientific American titled ”Filipino Toys.” When Pedro
Flores, an immigrant from the Philippines working at a hotel
in Santa Monica as a bellhop, played with his yo-yo during
his lunch break, a crowd would gather around and watch. He
started making yo-yos and had two factories by 1929.
A businessman named Donald F. Duncan on a trip
from Ohio to California saw the yo-yo and bought Pedro’s
company in 1929. Then in 1932, Duncan was given the

trade name yo-yo, forcing competitors to use other names
for the toy. It was Duncan who introduced the slipstring that allowed the yo-yo to “sleep.” He set out on an
advertising campaign with the Hearst newspaper company
that increased paper circulation and sales of yo-yos.
Then in the 1960, with television and mass advertising,
the yo-yo had a resurgence in sales and interest. However,
the Duncan family lost a trademark case in 1965 and sold
the company. Yet between 1960 and the 1990s, the yo-yo
saw many innovations with the new technology that saw
another resurgence in the 1990s. On April 12, 1985, the yoyo went to space on the Discovery Shuttle. The toy needs
gravity to work—you can guess the result!
Today, the yo-yo is providing more than entertainment
for young enthusiasts. It is also a way for our troops to relax
and take their mind off the stress of the job they have been
sent to do. In 2008, Senator John McCain asked for people
to send yo-yos and stress balls to the troops. There are
several organizations that send yo-yos to the troops. As we
get older and can no longer do what we used to do, there is
still something that we can do that will make a difference.
D.H.Coop is a retired fire/paramedic and retired teacher having taught
IB and AP World History 30 years. He continues to substitute, tutor and
consult.

Milestones and Firsts—Word Search Contest

Rules! One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put La Habra in the subject line.
Entries must be received by April 30, 2020
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble.

BIRTH

HOUSE

KISS

RECITAL

HIGH SCHOOL

CAR

GRADUATION

DISNEYLAND

COLLEGE

TRAVEL

DATE

AIRPLANE RIDE

LOVE

BALLOON RIDE

ENGAGEMENT

CRUISE

MARRIAGE

FIRST TOOTH

Congratulations to Nathan Diaz

Winner of our December Word Search Contest!

Note-ables
Finding Friends
Oran Etkin’s latest collection
is more than a trip around the
world in music. With “Finding
Friends,” listeners take an actual
journey to six countries—the
Czech Republic, Zimbabwe,
China, Turkey, Russia and
Kate Karp
Japan—where Etkin and his
instruments actually visited for this project.
There, they’ll hear unspeakably beautiful
and catchy, upbeat songs performed in both
English and the native languages.
The collection was originally recorded with an adult
audience in mind, but Etkin soon realized that the music
would appeal to children as well. He and the musicians in
each country overdubbed conversational introductions to
the songs and taught a few words of the native languages—
another attraction for parents and educators.

A Frank Expression of Gratitude
Fred Rogers, better known as Mister Rogers, welcomed us
into his neighborhood daily from 1968 through 2001. Through
his comforting presence, gentle humor and downright
decency, children learned about eating correctly, respecting
one another and themselves, and what growing up really
means.
“Thank You, Mister Rogers” is a frank expression of
gratitude to a childhood mentor for having been so often
and so kindly received into his home. The opener is, of
course, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor.” It’s sung by the 1960s
flower-power group The Cowsills, with their trademark
sunny instrumentation replacing the familiar tinkling
piano. Singer-actress Jaci Velasquez gives a lively Latin
beat to “You Can Never Go Down the Drain,” about one of

Back to the Land
“Now don’t get me wrong—it takes more than a song.”
This lyric from the title song of Hot Peas ’N Butter’s latest
CD is a call to action to everyone on Earth.
At first listen, Back to the Land is a folksy, earthy
collection for children, but the songs travel beyond music
to mentorship. The title song is a twangy anthem for
sustaining the mother planet. The vocalists invoke Arctic
glacier melting and rising tides and count off the ways to
help: clean, renewable energy and saving coral reefs are
just a couple of them.
As with all their recordings, the Peas sing out a theme
with a diversity of musical genres. The selections comprise
a lively, “rootsy” mix of bluegrass, African and American
folk, Dixieland and jazz. They’re performed by master

If you find learning words in other
languages fascinating, wait until you
meet all the instruments. Etkin’s
clarinet, the feature character, bears
the name—what else—Clara Net.
You’re likely familiar with accordions,
drums and bass clarinets, one of
which is Clara’s big brother. But
what’s a cimbalom, or an mbira? Can
an erhu—a two-stringed Chinese
fiddle—pack the same resonance as
its four-stringed U.S. cousin? Listen
and engage.
Depending on your national origin or culture, you may
recognize a few of the songs and appreciate the arrangements,
like the surprising Latin beat of the Czech song “Chaye
Shukariye” or the jazz flavor that Clara Net added to the Yiddish
chicken soup of “Tumbalalaika.” The big takeaway is, however,
the appreciation of diversity in our common language: music.
those childhood terrors that seem silly to adults but aren’t
to children; and Sandi Patty performs “Please Don’t Think
It’s Funny,” about the occasional but intense longing for
security. Rita Wilson sings “Sometimes People Are Good,”
which reminds us that everyone has their moments, good
or bad. Wilson, by the way, is the wife of Tom Hanks,
who plays Fred Rogers in the recent film “Welcome to My
Neighborhood.”
“Thank You for Being You,” sung by all the artists, is
the only song on the CD not written by Fred Rogers. It’s in
his style, though, as a sincere tribute to the best neighbor
anyone could ever want.
Small wonder that there’s been a Mister Rogers
renaissance lately—a documentary, a biopic and now this
collection., They’re all reminders of the outright kindness
that’s needed so badly these days.
musicians, including Peter Yarrow, whom some of you will
remember from Peter, Paul and Mary.
“Come and Go with Me to That Land” is a New Orleansjazz spiritual of hope; “Rainbow in Your Eyes” introduces
colors to very young children and early English-language
learners, and is a guaranteed earworm; “Little Fox,” which
is catchy as all get-out, is a bluegrass-fiddle mountain
ballad about a fox whose dinner plans are foiled, albeit
temporarily. “Funga Alafia” is a Nigerian song of welcome,
sung in the Yoruba language by gospel vocalist Marcelle
Davies Lashley, who was raised in New York by her native
African parents.
Back to the Land tells listeners that every day must be
Earth Day, both for the survival of the planet and harmony

Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call, a freelance writer and editor.

