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Superintendent
While San Marino Unified School District 

students, staff and parents are proud of our 
status as one of the top-5 school districts 
in California (CAASPP #1, Neighborhood 
Scout #1, Niche #3, and SchoolDigger #4), 
we endeavor to truly create a world-class 
environment for teaching and learning. An 
emphasis on STEM and VAPA ensures our 
students receive a deep and well-rounded 
educational experience. Because our parents 

and community partners generously contribute to our 
great District, both monetarily and through endless hours 
of service, they have become critical resources for our 
teachers, principals, and staff in defining and supporting 
the “San Marino Experience” -- a highly personalized 
approach to educating the whole child through an 
emphasis on academic and co-curricular/extracurricular 
activities, performances and events. Their involvement in 
the lives of our kids is certainly one of the main reasons 
we achieve at such high levels and populate the best 
universities in the world. 

Dr. Jeff Wilson

Board of Education
On behalf of the Board of Education, 

I hope that you find this new publication 
informative and useful. One of the Board’s 
goals this past year has been to improve and 
increase transparency and communications, 
and it is our hope that, in addition to weekly 
Board President Updates (www.smusd.us/
board/) and communications during School 
Board meetings, the School News provides 
another source of helpful information for the 
San Marino community.

The school year has been off to a great start, and the 
Board wishes to thank our new Superintendent, Dr. Jeff 
Wilson, for his hard work and positive energy as he has 
been learning about the SMUSD and the San Marino 
community these past three months. As always, the Board 
thanks the District’s many dedicated teachers, staff and 
administrators for all that they do to provide the best 
learning environment for our students. We are also grateful 
to the parents, families, and community members who 
support our students and the District with their time and 
financial resources.

We are “One Town, One Team” and together we are 
providing excellent educational opportunities for our 
students!

Lisa Link
President

San Marino Unified School District
1665 West Dr., San Marino, CA 91108

 (626) 299-7000 • www.smusd.us
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Universal Design for Learning
The SMUSD is beginning work on 

learning about and understanding the 
philosophy and practices of Universal Design 
for Learning (UDL). We will be taking 
advantage of free training and workshops 
through the West San Gabriel Valley Special 
Education Local Plan Area, which earned 
a 15-million-dollar grant from the federal 
government to train staff from partner 
schools in many areas, one of which is UDL.

Additionally, we will be studying UDL in the Academic 
Advisory Committee. UDL is a way of thinking about 
teaching and learning that gives all students an equal 
opportunity to learn. At its core, UDL means that a teacher 
designs learning experiences in flexible ways to meet the 
needs of individual learners. When taking a UDL approach, 
teachers prepare the learning environment with flexible 
means, methods and materials that will allow them to 
better meet the needs of every student.

Jason 
Kurtenbach

Executive Director

Curriculum & Instruction
1665 West Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 • 626/299-7010 • www.smusd.us
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Your Involvement Matters!
On behalf of San Marino Council PTA, 

I encourage you to be involved with your 
children’s education. Our numerous PTA 
volunteers comprise an integral part of 
making San Marino’s schools unique. Our 
mission is to positively impact the lives of 
children and families. We accomplish this by 
providing educational and fun programs at 
each school site as well as supporting visual 

and performing arts, athletics, academics, wellness and 
many more interest areas.

PTA helps parents stay informed through school newsletters 
and PTA meetings. We give you a voice in your schools and 
a voice in Sacramento. PTA is the largest child-advocacy 
association, supporting laws that further the education, 
physical and mental health, welfare and safety of children.

Through PTA, you can make a difference. No one can do 
everything, but everyone can do something. I look forward 
to a great year!

Michiko Lee
President

PTA
1665 West Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 • 626/299-7000 • www.smusd.us

Michele Canon (Historian), Lisa Wang (Auditor), Jane Chon (Recording Secretary), Gabrielle Carlton (Corresponding Secretary), Deborah Dawes  
(3rd VP), Michiko Lee (President), Ellen Tsang (Treasurer), Christina Pink (Parliamentarian), Alice Song (2nd VP), Kathryn Oliveros (1st VP)

by SMSF Executive Committee
Since its founding nearly 40 years ago in 1980, the San 

Marino Schools Foundation has provided vital financial 
support for one of this community’s crown jewels – its four 
public schools. From 1980 to 2018, the Foundation has 
raised and contributed over $48 million to our schools, 
benefiting generations of students. 

But this excellence is threatened by immediate and 
ongoing financial challenges. The State of California’s 
formula for allotting public funds results in our schools 
receiving, each year, over $4,500 less per student in public 
funding than LAUSD. That is our reality, both now and for 
the foreseeable future.

This is where the Foundation steps in – and steps up 
– to “close the gap.” In 2017-18 alone, we raised over $2.5 
million, which helped fund 21 full-time time teaching 
positions across all four campuses. Those are 21 positions 
that would not otherwise exist.

The Foundation also continues to explore forward-
looking, innovative ways – such as grants and endowments 
– that will continue to help bolster our children’s 
educational opportunities.

We at the Foundation are 23 volunteer trustees – 
mothers, fathers, and community members just like 
you. We all want the best education for our children. We 
invite you to partner and engage with us in this common 
endeavor. Share your ideas with us; better yet, share your 
time and talents – join us and become a trustee. Help 
our community not only to build upon the legacy of past 
generations, but to create our own legacy of excellence, 
both now and into the future.

2019-20 San Marino Schools Foundation Executive 
Committee: Erin Bilvado, President; Lawrence Yang,  
Vice President of Administration; Michael Killackey,  
Vice President of Grants; Zeina Daoud, Treasurer;  
Tina Siu, Secretary

San Marino Schools Foundation
1665 West Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 • 626/299-7014 • smsf.org

http://www.smusd.us
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We are pleased to publish our first 
issue of School News covering the  
San Marino Unified School District. 

Superintendent Dr. Jeff Wilson 
begins this issue reminding us how 
important parent and community 
involvement is in the academic 
success of students. 

In this issue you will read about 
the academic opportunities in the 
classrooms. It is an exciting time to 
be a student! 

You may also find the student book 
reviews helpful when selecting winter 
break reading. If your child would like 
to be a student columnist reviewing 
his/her favorite books, email me for 
the guidelines and deadlines. 

Of course, our fun Word Search 
Contest is on page 7 and the contest 
is open to all ages.

Our next issue is March 4, 2020.

Neta Madison
Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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EAGLE Award
San Marino High School (SMHS) is 

committed to partnering with parents and 
community organizations to provide students 
with an excellent educational experience. 
We believe that an excellent educational 
experience is framed and balanced by the 
scholastic four As: academics, athletics, arts, 
and activities.

With nine 2020 National Merit semifinalists, 
SMHS continues to increase interest-based learning 
opportunities so that students reach their full potential. 
Courses such as the California Polytechnic University 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) 
Research Honors course, University of Pennsylvania’s 
Wharton Business Management and Entrepreneurship 

Career Technical Education (CTE) course, broad 
Visual and Performing Arts programs, and competitive 
athletics teams and programs represent San Marino High 
School’s commitment to current and relevant educational 
programming.

Additionally, San Marino students and staff are 
committed to creating and sustaining a well-balanced 
student learning environment. SMHS’ Titan Wellness 
Center was awarded the 2019 Excess Insurance Authority 
Exemplary Achievement in Government Leadership and 
Enrichment (EAGLE) Award. This award acknowledges 
SMHS’ dedication to supporting students’ mental 
health and wellness by educating our community about 
recognizing and reducing academic stress, increasing 
children’s resilience, practicing creativity, and encouraging 
well-being without sacrificing achievement.

Dr. Issaic Gates
Principal

San Marino High School
2701 Huntington Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 • 626/299-7020 • www.sanmarinohs.org

Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas!

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Barth Athletics Complex
It’s an epic year at HMS with the opening 

of the Barth Athletics Complex. 29,000 
square feet of state of the art media classrooms, 
a CIF regulation gym, fitness room, and 
multi-purpose room provide a myriad of 
opportunities to our students for athletics 
and physical fitness. Newly resurfaced tennis 
courts are ready for our student athletes and 
competitions.

Across our campus, students are enthusiastically 
involved in WEB (Where Everyone Belongs), Safe School 
Ambassadors, clubs, academic teams, and a host of ASB 
activities that promote a strong sense of belonging. 
Huntington Foxes have a growth mindset that promotes 
resilience and strong academic achievement.

Alana Fauré
Principal

Huntington Middle School
1700 Huntington Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 • 626/299-7060 • www.hehms.us

A Tradition of 
Commitment

The schools in the San 
Marino Unified School 
District (SMUSD) are an 
integral part of a community 
that provides strong ongoing 
support in terms of volunteer 
service and financial 
commitment.

Both Carver Elementary 
School and Valentine Elementary have a longstanding 
commitment to educate the whole child. Our curriculum 
is designed to help students develop intellectually, 

emotionally, aesthetically, and socially. We also encourage 
our students to become active and engaged learners and 
responsible citizens.

The arts are a critical and integrated part of our 
elementary curriculum. Both of our PTAs fund innovative 
STEM, art, music, and other enrichment and cultural arts 
programs that go above and beyond the regular curriculum. 
Programs include music education, recorder and ukulele 
instruction, a before-school choral program, and our after-
school orchestra and band programs. Program pathways 
feed into award-winning programs at the middle and high 
school levels.

Both elementary schools are also California 
Distinguished Schools and National Blue Ribbon Schools. 

Colleen Shields
Principal 
Valentine 

Elementary

Dr. Michael Lin
Principal -  

Carver 
Elementary

Valentine Elementary - 1650 Huntington Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 • 626/299-7090 • www.valentineschool.org

Carver Elementary - 3100 Huntington Dr., San Marino, CA 91108 • 626/299-7080 • www.carverschool.us

6th-grade students enjoying indoor yoga.

http://www.smusd.us
http://www.smusd.us
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6  www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Manhar’s Book Review

Half Man Half Dog
Dog Man Unleashed 

is a great book. It is very 
humorous. The best thing 
about Dog Man is that it 
is very entertaining. Once 
you read it for a while 
you get addicted to it. 
My favorite characters are Petey and Dog 

Man. I like them because they are very smart and witty. 
It is a great choice for someone who does not like to read. 
My favorite pages are the “flip-o-rama” pages that show 
animation. I also like how Dog Man fights against injustice.

Manhar M. is in First Grade. Manhar likes science, math, coding, 
traveling, hiking, reading about world news and spending time in 
building robots from Legos.

Manhar M.

Ethan’s Review

Who Are They?
Found is the first 

book of the series The 
Missing. It is about two 
boys named Jonah and 
Chip who are regular 
kids in the 20th century. 
When Jonah and Chip 
start getting mysterious 

letters in the mail, they set out on a quest for clues to 
answer the question, “Who are we?” They discover many 
secrets and learn that people from the future are coming 
to get them. Will Jonah and Chip learn who they truly are 
before time catches up to them? I loved his book because 
it’s full of surprises! I would recommend it to anyone who is 
interested in time travel and mysteries.

Ethan H. is a fourth grader. He likes science, reading, history and 
physical activities like soccer and basketball.

Ethan H.

Kailani’s Review

Finding Treasure
Unicorn Magic, the Hidden Treasure, 

is 1 of the 4 books in Unicorn 
Magic chapter book series 
written by Jessica Burkhart.

Bella (the Princess of 
Crystal Kingdom) & Glimmer 
(her unicorn pet) travel 
together to hunt for a magical 

crystal that is hidden deep inside Crystal 
Castle. If they don’t find this hidden treasure in 1 week, 
Queen Fire (Bella’s evil aunt) will take Glimmer away 
from Bella. The best friends go through the Dark Forest, 
the stables of the unicorns, and through the castle rooms. 
Glimmer uses her magical power to protect Bella through 
the journey. Bella doesn’t have any magical power, but her 
love for Glimmer gave her the courage and strength to keep 
fighting/looking for the hidden crystal. Reading this book 
makes me feel like I’m on the adventurous journey with 
them. I gave this book 5/5 starts for bringing me through 
an exciting journey. I recommend this book for anyone who 
loves adventure, princesses, and unicorns.

Kailani is a 2nd grader. When not playing with or reading to her baby 
brother, Kailani enjoys coloring and drawing. Her favorite weekend 
activities are ballet, hula, and musical theater.

Kailani T.

Jenna’s Review

Full of Adventures
Title: The Land of Stories by Chris Colfer
This book is about 

twins who visit a place 
called the Land of Stories. 
They go on different 
adventures and meet 
different characters such 
as Froggy, Goldilocks, 

Queen Red Riding Hood, Jack, and 
Mother Goose. Froggy is a prince who 
was turned into a frog by Enchantress 
Ezmia. Froggy is the Bailey twins’ friend and the first 
character the Bailey twins met at the land of stories. 
Froggy is related to the charming brothers and is afraid of 
going back home. Now he lives in the Dwarf forests. When 
Queen Red Riding Hood loses in an election between her 
and Bo Peep, soon after Bo Peep’s death, the citizens of Red 
Riding Hood Kingdom elect Froggy to be their king. Froggy 
changed Red Riding Hood’s kingdom’s name into The 
Center Kingdom and finds the love of his life, Red Riding 
Hood! There are a lot more adventures readers can explore 
in this book.

Jenna is a 4th grader. She enjoys playing soccer and painting. She likes 
to read fiction novels. Someday she wants to publish a book.

Jenna C.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Katie’s Review

Daydreamer
Title: Words with Wings
Author: Nikki Grimes
Gabby is what you would 

call a daydreamer. She always 
seemed to be in her own world 
and sometimes it got her in 
trouble. Daydreaming was a 
way to escape from her parents’ arguments. 

She daydreamed at home, at school, everywhere — until 
it became a way of life. She seemed to meet everyone that 
discouraged her dreams, until she meets a new teacher. 
This new teacher shows her that her dreams can help 
her, that they can spark imagination and cause her to 
create great things. Gabby finally realizes that rather than 
daydreaming everything, she can WRITE. This book is a 
collection of poems that shows the mental growth of a girl 
who was lost in her own world.

Katie is in 10th grade. Her passion is to write, specifically poems. She 
loves to be around little kids and help them. Running is also one of her 
favorites.

Katie C.

Yoona’s Review

The Princess’s Vacation
The Princess in Black takes a vacation
By Shannon Hale & Dean Hale
The Princess in Black was 

tired because she had battled 
monsters all night. Then in 
the morning again, she had 
to go defeat another monster. 
She had 15 monsters to defeat 

this week. Suddenly, The Goat Avenger came 
and said to the Princess that she needed 
to take a vacation. So the Princess packed up to go to the 
beach. When she was at the beach, a sea monster roared. 
She had to do something. While she was fighting with the 
sea monster, the Goat Avenger tried to protect the goats. 
Can the tired Princess in Black finally take more vacations 
at the beach? Can the Goat Avenger complete his mission?  
I like this book because it is related to summer vacation.

Yoona is a 2nd grader. She likes playing soccer and the piano. She likes 
to make stories as well.

Yoona C.

Novelist 
Word Search Contest

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put San Marino in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by December 15, 2019 
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 Barnes & Noble gift card.
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