
in 2016 to complete four mural panels at the end of the Upper Grades Wing. 
This spring, Ms. Graham is working with K-2 students at Anza to complete four 
mural panels at the end of the Primary Wing. In 2017-18, Ms. Graham looks 
forward to being a full-time Wiseburn art teacher!
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Wiseburn: The Arts in BlossomSUPERINTENDENT
Margaret Lynch 
Honored as 
Elementary School 
Principal of the Year 
for the State 
of California

It is not often 
that one of our 
Wiseburn principals 
is recognized as a 
Principal of the Year 

for the entire state of California 
but tiny Wiseburn has just been 
recognized with its second California 
Principal of the Year in the past 4 
years!  On April 26, Cabrillo Principal 
Margaret Lynch was honored at a 
ceremony in Long Beach.  Margaret 
follows Dr. Aileen Harbeck who was 
celebrated as the Middle School 
Principal of the Year for California 
in 2014.  Prior to 2014, Wiseburn had 
never had a Principal of the Year for 

Dr. Tom 
Johnstone
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By Dr. Tom Johnstone, Superintendent
As the superintendent of 

Wiseburn, one of the things that I 
am most proud of is that we have 
maintained a strong focus on the 
Arts and despite fiscal challenges, 
the Arts have been consistently 
expanding at all of our schools. This 
final edition of School News for the 
2016-17 school year spotlights the 
theme of Wiseburn: The Arts in 
Blossom.

In 2015-16, Wiseburn Unified 
School District worked with Arts for 
All and the Los Angeles County Arts 
Commission to develop a new 5-year 
Arts Plan for the District.  During 
the current school year, we have 
focused on expanding music and 
the visual arts at the K-5 level. Our 
visual artist in residence, Tiffany 
Graham, has worked with students to 
complete colorful murals at Cabrillo 
and Burnett schools and at Anza she 
worked with upper grade students See Superintendent • Page 6

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com

At the Rock Around the Block 
Family Fun Day on April 1, the 
newly purchased main stage was 
filled to capacity with over 200 
Wiseburn and Da Vinci students 
displaying their musical talents. 
The students had all been working 
on a special tune to share with 
the audience: “Lean on Me”. The 
heartfelt rendition was one of 
the many musical highlights on 
display during Rock Around the 
Block. Da Vinci Science principal, 

Steve Wallis, remarked “The music just keeps 
getting better every year – and this was the best 
by far!” The audience was treated to four hours of continuous music from our 
elementary, middle and high school students, exemplifying just how far things 
have come in Wiseburn when it comes to music.  

It seems only a few years back that Wiseburn had no formal music program 
across the district. That changed with the support of the Wiseburn Education 
Foundation which has provided funding for the music program through more 
than a decade of growth. The district has placed a huge priority on supporting 
all of the arts, and with a particular emphasis on music. 

At the top of the list for making musical magic happen are Toby Harwell, 
Nicole Jeffries and Nichole Polizzi. These three music teachers have developed 

an instrumental and choral music program that 
reaches from 2nd through 12th grades. Through 
the Harmony Project, stringed instruments were 
introduced to cohorts of students, beginning in 
2nd grade. This helped build a foundation for 
our instrumental music program that begins in 
5th grade with Nicole Jeffries, as students follow 
her into the middle school concert band. Nichole 
Polizzi provides choral music instruction to 
elementary students where students can continue 
on at the middle school. Toby Harwell connects 
middle school musicians with opportunities at 
Da Vinci Communications, Da Vinci Design and 
Da Vinci Science. Toby is very excited about the 
new music room that will be available at the new 

Wiseburn High School campus where he will be offering seminars, after-school 
opportunities and a music production class. 

The growth in the music program has been possible through the sustained 
support and leadership of Dr. Tom Johnstone and the WUSD Board of Trustees. 
Even through the most difficult budget years, the arts remained alive in 
Wiseburn. The community has also supported the arts through the Measure CL 
parcel tax, which has provided funding for the purchase of instruments, sheet 
music and other necessary supplies. Along with the continued support of the 
Wiseburn Education Foundation and the entire Wiseburn community, the arts 
will continue to thrive for our students. And our best years are still to come! 

Dr. Chris Jones
Deputy 

Superintendent 
Instructional 

Services

Music is Alive and Growing in Wiseburn and Da Vinci

See the ArtS in BloSSom • Page 6

http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Planning for Arts Education Takes a Team
Sequential. Comprehensive. Equal. These are some of the 

common themes established by the Wiseburn Arts Leadership 
Team (WALT), a group of dedicated volunteers created as part 
of the district’s commitment to providing a high quality arts 
education for all students – grades TK – 8. WALT works to build 
and strengthen Wiseburn’s capacity to deliver arts education, 
improve the quality of teaching and learning, and establish 
funding partnerships to sustain arts education. Combining the 
knowledge and talents of teachers, administrators, parents, and 
Arts for All and P.S. Arts personnel, WALT was initiated in 2015 
with the goal of thoughtfully creating a multi-year Strategic Arts 

Plan for the district to perpetuate programs in music, visual arts, dance, choir, 
and theater. 

The resulting 5-year plan focuses on three main goals: 1) creating sequential 
pathways in the arts, 2) positioning WUSD as an art-rich school district via a 
comprehensive arts program, and 3) adding programming to ensure students in 
each school receive equal access to arts education. The plan aligns curriculum 
and instruction with arts resources by matching goals and action steps with 
projected funding needs. In collaboration the Wiseburn Education Foundation 
(WEF), P.S. Arts and the Arts for All Commission of Los Angeles, WALT has 
extended arts education options for students and families with the introduction 
of arts programs and classes on all campuses. Additional opportunities include 
Project Harmony, Inside Out Theater, and Dream-a-World. 

In partnership with P.S. ARTS, WALT works closely with a professional arts 
coordinator to align district arts offerings. Always moving forward, WALT 
continues to plan for arts education in the WUSD, planting the seeds for future 
arts initiatives and opportunities. It takes a special group like this, in a special 
place like Wiseburn, to make an arts initiative bloom.

Dr. Aileen Harbeck
Director

A group the ‘Dana Singer’s perform at Rock Around the Block event including 
Nayeli Castro, Kaylie Fierro-Garcia, and Jordan Howell

Wiseburn Arts Leadership Committee members pictured here Toby Harwell, Elanya Thompson, 
Margaret Lynch, Deanna Ableser, Nicole Jeffrey, Sylvia Chavez, and Tiffany Graham

Be Part of the Largest National Study on  Brain 
Development and Child Health at UCLA! 

The Adolescent Brain Cognitive Development (ABCD) 
Study will enroll 10,000+ healthy children and follow 
them for 10 years from ages 9 to 10 into early 
adulthood to understand how children’s experiences 
affect brain development and other aspects of their 
l ives -  including academic achievement,  social  
development, and behavioral and overall health. 

Receive up to $300 for your 
t ime participating in the study.  

Kids can also get a picture of their brain!  

What will participants do? 
There are 1-2 visits in the first year.  During 
these visits, you and your child will be asked to 
complete interviews and questionnaires, play 
iPad games, give saliva samples, and undergo a 
safe, non-invasive MRI scan!

Phone: (310) 794-0089

Email: abcdstudy@ucla.edu

For more info, visit: AbcdStudy.org

If interested, contact us: 
ABCD Study @ UCLA

http://www.wiseburnedfoundation.org
mailto:abcdestudy%40ucla.edu?subject=
mailto:abcdestudy%40ucla.edu?subject=
http://www.abcdstudy.org
http://www.schoolsfirstfcu.org/membership
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Wiseburn Education Foundation
13530 Aviation Blvd., Hawthorne, CA 90250 • 310/643-3025 Ext 55 • www.wiseburnedfoundation.org

Successful Events!
By the WEF Board of Directors

Thank you to all who came out to support the 14th Annual Rock Around the 
Block this past April 1st. A special thank you to all of our amazing volunteers, 
from high school students to parents, teachers, administrators, and school 
board members, many who come back every year to lend a helping hand. We 
could not do this event without you. Thank you for making a difference! It was 
a beautiful day and great to see the community come together to have fun, eat 
some good food, enjoy a larger array of rides this year, and spend time with 
family and friends. It was also a fantastic showcase for the music and arts 
programs, highlighting our mission to enhance the education of the students of 
the Wiseburn Unified School District. This event gets bigger and better every 
year and, once again with your support, we have raised the necessary funds to 
support and sustain these programs.

On Cinco de Mayo (May 5th), WEF hosted its annual Stargazing Night, 
another very popular family and community event. Celestron telescopes were 
set up at Dana Middle School to get up close incredible views of the moon, 
Jupiter, Polaris, and much more. It was great to see the wonder and excitement 
this event brings to both the young and the young at heart, and a fantastic 
experience to build an interest in astronomy with the children.

Another event WEF was extremely proud to be a part of and support was 
the 2nd Annual Wiseburn Spring Concert on the Green, held at Dana Middle 
School.  This fabulous event showcased the many musical talents of our very 
own Dana Middle School Concert Band, Anza and Burnett Band and Strings, 
Orchestra Chorus, and Da Vinci Rock Band and Jazz Orchestra. It, like the Rock 
Around the Block performances, was enhanced further by the modular stage 
provided by AT&T and WEF.

Wiseburn Watch
P.O. Box 1284, Hawthorne, CA 90251 • Harley Hoff, Co-Founder/President • www.wiseburnwatch.com

Spring Update
By Bill Magoon, Co-Founder/Vice President

With Spring in full swing, Wiseburn Watch has some updates for the past 
quarter that will bring some color to the season as we celebrate the arts in blossom.

We closed 2016 with the Santa Parade and Toy Drive, with Old Saint Nick 
visiting Wiseburn on December 17th escorted by LA County Firemen, CHP 
Officers, and LA County Sheriff deputies distributing joy and presents to 
children and children at heart throughout the neighborhood, with hot cocoa 
stands greeting Santa and attendees, toy donations went to LA County Fire 
Department’s Spark of Love - quite a turnout with children and parents 
enjoying warm cocoa and pictures with Santa.

The Wiseburn Walking Path has made some major progress despite rains and 
winds in the first quarter of the year, solar panels are in place and providing 
illumination, north side irrigation has been completed with south side in 
progress. Landscaping is progressing and will need a 90 day establishing 
period, after which the path will be ready for equipment and a firming up of 
an opening date (tentatively August-September). Keep an eye for updates 
and come to the monthly Wiseburn Watch meeting for the latest news on the 
Walking Path, which we hope will become an artful inspiration for those that 
walk and exercise along its path.

No update on the Choice Block initiative to bring the Wiseburn orphan 
blocks into the Wiseburn Unified School district which was passed in October 
2016 by the LA County Committee on School District Organization and pending 
ratification via a vote by the Choice Block residents, we will update via all 
channels as soon as we have an update on the matter.

The Wiseburn Watch is a nonprofit 501c whose mission is to connect with the 
community and promote a safe Wiseburn. 

Arts in Bloom!
The arts have been blossoming all year at Anza! You’ll see them in full bloom 

when our second mural project is completed and unveiled later this spring. 
Tiffany Graham, our art teacher through P.S. Arts, is leading the project. The 
second set of murals will be permanently displayed on the southside building 
of the Anza playground. The Anza community is grateful to our PTA and the 
Wiseburn District for making this second mural project possible and to Ms. 
Graham for all her hard work in making this project a memorable experience for 
the students and parents. We also thank Ms. Graham for leading the PS Family 
Arts Night in March. Anza families enjoyed creating a fun mosaic project as 
well as learning about some wonderful artists.

Our PTA was able to sponsor two fantastic assemblies this year, sponsored 
by a major Los Angeles arts center. These assemblies introduce students to the 
world of the performing arts through presentations that are models of artistic 
excellence, cultural diversity and rich educational content. In November, the 
children experienced “Jazz Adventure,” a program showcasing a variety of jazz 
styles that included Dixieland, bebop, swing, blues and Latin jazz. This was a 
high-energy performance from amazingly talented musicians. “Jazz Adventure” 
is performed under the direction and leadership of Grammy-nominated 
musician Dr. Bobby Rodriguez, who also performed on the trumpet.

Center Stage!
In February, the children experienced “We Tell Stories,” a masterful group of 

theater artists founded in 1981 by children’s-theater innovator Carl Weintraub. 
This performance included storytelling and original music to bring folklore, 
literature and mythology from all cultures and times to life for the students.

Our fifth-graders are nearing the end of their time at Anza, but they have no 
doubt had an eventful year. In February, our fifth-graders took a field trip to the 
Blue Ribbon Children’s Festival to see the Ailey II Dance Company. The event 
was held at the arts center in downtown L.A. The students practiced a group 
dance ahead of time that was featured in the performance. Directly after the 
performance, the entire fifth-grade audience, which included hundreds of fifth-
graders from all over Southern California, joined up in the plaza outside the 

theater and performed the dance. The students loved seeing a live performance 
and were amazed at the talent of the professional dancers. For many of them, 
it was their first experience seeing a live professional performance in a large 
theater. At the end of the experience, the students were given souvenir booklets 
about the arts center with the hope that they will return with their parents 
someday to see other performances.

Nearly Lost Art!
In March, Anza welcomed back Sheila Arnold, oral storyteller and historical 

character interpreter. Ms. Arnold performed for our fifth-grade students as 
Oney Judge, an 18th century woman who was the personal maidservant to 
Martha Washington. Ms. Arnold mesmerized our students with the way she 
brought history to life. In the evening, all our students and families were invited 
for an evening with Sheila Arnold. This was our 10th Annual Storytelling event 
with Ms. Arnold, and she is still surprising and delighting us all with the nearly 
lost art of oral storytelling.

In April, the Anza PTA provided all our students an exciting opportunity 
to be exposed to theater arts through an assembly provided by a nonprofit 
theater-arts company. The company creates, produces, and provides access 
to professional theater for young and family audiences nationwide. The PTA 
sponsored two performances allowing students to be broken into two separate 
assemblies for better visibility, comprehension and enjoyment. The company 
put on the two one-hour assemblies based on the ever popular book series Junie 
B. Jones. The children watched a performance of Junie B.’s Essential Survival 
Guide to School and have been raving about the experience ever since!

In June, we held our annual Art Show and Ice Cream Social. Every student 
had a work of art displayed. The GMC was transformed into an art gallery that 
parents and students enjoyed while some of our Anza students who play musical 
instruments delighted us with their talent.

These are just some of the ways the Anza PTA has been able to make the 
arts blossom for our students this year. We hope these experiences will help the 
love of art in all its many forms take root and continue to grow in each of our 
students.

Anza PTA
Maria Ferrante, President

The Arts in Blossom
Thanks to the parents, teachers, and community members who have 

supported Peter Burnett Elementary School PTA. The outpouring of 
enthusiasm for our fund-raising efforts and programs has been tremendous.

Because of that support, PTA has been able to see the arts blossom despite 
art funding shortfalls at state and federal levels. During this school year, 
PTA partnered with the Wiseburn Education Foundation (WEF) to purchase 
new risers so that our students can always be seen during their school 
performances. PTA was also able to purchase $700 worth of new keyboards, 
music stands, and microphones to enhance student performances and to be 
used in classrooms throughout the year.

The best way to see “the arts in blossom” at Burnett this spring was at 
our annual talent show. Forty-four acts were performed by our talented students, 
ranging from magic to musical performances, dances, and songs. Parent volunteer 
and professional musician Felice Schaeffer, with help from her assistant, Sarah 
Buress, guided the students through their quick three weeks of rehearsal in a 
professional and loving manner, coaching them to give their very best performances.

The students performed to a standing-room-only crowd of teachers, family, 
friends, and classmates and that was when the magic happened! The energy 
from our community made each child shine a bit brighter, made each voice a 
little stronger, and made the night an experience that these young performers 
will not forget. Blossoms abounded, with beautiful roses for every performer 
at the end of the evening. More importantly, our children blossomed on stage, 
learning to manage the fear and excitement of performing. They also learned 
how to support each other during those moments where they would forget a 
line, miss a step or just want to quit. Our young students have truly blossomed 
into generous, thoughtful, and supportive young people.

Heartfelt thanks to the PTA leaders who are moving on to new adventures 
next year. Marilyn Comitz, Anne Tittle, Tanisha Harris, and Linda Ehrke, thank 
you for your service and dedication to our students and families. Your new 
PTA officers, led by incoming president Laura Heredia, will be rekindling their 
energies and are excited to welcome you back in the fall and to introduce new 
families to our very special school.

Burnett PTA
Liza Somilleda, President • lasomilleda@aol.com

End-of-the-Year Celebrations
As the 2016–2017 school year draws to an end, our Cabrillo Elementary 

School Cubs are busier than ever. They spent spring break becoming better 
readers as they read for our annual read-a-thon.

Our Cubs have enjoyed the field trip season. They have visited places they 
haven’t been before while learning and having fun with their classmates. It is 
so fun to see the bright smiles on their faces as, all clad in blue Cub shirts, they 
pile onto the big yellow school buses (some for the first time!).

They celebrated teachers and staff by showering them with thoughtful, 
handmade cards and flowers, and they listed things they liked best about their 
teachers on colorful handprints, which were displayed on their classroom doors.

Cabrillo families were invited to tour the classrooms at our Open House and 
see the decorated walls lined with colorful artwork the students have made 
over the past few months of school. Students and their families also attended 
a Dance through the Decade family night with Christy Lane (one of our many 
favorite assemblies). Students, siblings, and parents tossed beach balls danced 
to fun, themed music.

Our second-graders and parents were able to take a trip over to Burnett 
Elementary School to meet the staff and see what new fun things will be in 
store for next year.

It is with tears in one eye that we say good-bye to our second-graders as they 
complete their journey at Cabrillo with a special picnic, the yearbook, and field day; 
and it is with a smile and a sparkle in the other eye that we welcome new families 
and their kindergartners to Cabrillo at the kinder-round up and orientations.

As all but one of our PTA Executive Board members is finishing the final 
months at Cabrillo, we held elections for the 2017–2018 Executive Board. We 
wish them luck and support and know Cabrillo will blossom with a talented new 
team with fun ideas!

Cabrillo PTA
Laura Heredia, President

The Benefits of Music
By Adela Mora

Dana Middle School provides a music-rich environment that brings a benefit 
to students learning other subjects in school. A child who learns about music 
and reinforces that learning by playing a musical instrument strengthens 
thinking processes and fine-motor skills. Einstein once said, “If I were not 
a physicist, I would probably be a musician. I often think in music. I live my 
daydreams in music. I see my life in terms of music.”

The music program at Dana Middle School could not be successful without 
Mr. Hartwell and Ms. Jeffrey, who inspire students and make music fun. Their 
enthusiasm for music encourages students to excel, and it helps students to do 
well in other classes. Test scores are improved, and language is developed well 
when students play musical instruments.

The music program at Dana has encouraged positive improvement in overall 
student test scores and academic achievement. This growth is clear when 
comparing Dana’s progress to schools without music programs. In addition to 
the academic growth, we have also seen more students who are inspired to 
succeed. When school is an environment with lots of children playing musical 
instruments and doing creative, joyful things, students have a tendency to 
succeed. Dana’s music program has clearly shown its benefit to students.

Growing up in a school with a music program is often advantageous for a 
child’s language development as well; learning music is like learning another 
language. Music also inspires art appreciation, as it is an art that everyone 
enjoys. Music also creates social advantages for students, because it strengthens 
the capacity to be verbally competent. 

Dana’s music program has improved my son’s abilities to learn other non-
musical tasks, and I know it has done the same for so many others. So take the 
time to enjoy some music today!

Dana PTA
Jamie Delgado, President

Contest!
These children are somewhere in this publication.
When you find them, email the page number to:

Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
Please put Wiseburn in the subject line.

Your entry must be received by July 15, 2015.
From the correct entries, we will draw a winner to receive a 

GAZUMP card/dice game — fun for all ages!

Congratulations Darlene Rourke and Louvetta Dexter
Winners of our contests in the last issue!

http://www.wiseburnedfoundation.org
http://www.wiseburnwatch.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:Kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
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the State of California. To put this award in perspective, there 
are more than 1000 school districts in California and nearly 6,400 
elementary schools. This is a tremendous honor for Margaret, the 
Cabrillo teaching staff and our entire community!

There is an expression in education that culture trumps 
everything in sustaining academic growth and achievement.  
There is no finer principal anywhere, when it comes to 
establishing and maintaining a positive and productive school 
culture, than Margaret Lynch. At Cabrillo Elementary, the 
culture is one of inclusion and mutual support where “Everyone 
Moves Forward Together.” Mrs. Lynch knows every single one 

of her students and all of their family members. Her students and families feel 
valued and loved, and in turn, they genuinely love being at school. Margaret is 
at her very best when she takes the time every morning to give a hug or high 
five to every Cabrillo student as they enter the school gate to start the day.

The quantitative results of Margaret’s qualitative actions are striking. 
Under her leadership, Cabrillo has maintained California Distinguished 
School status, Title I Achieving School and California Gold Ribbon School 
status. Academically, Cabrillo has thrived, going from an 828 API in 2008 
when Margaret became principal, to 928 in 2011. With a very diverse student 
population that is 50% Free/Reduced Lunch, Cabrillo has virtually eliminated 
the achievement gap. At Cabrillo, everything that Margaret and her teaching 
staff do, whether working with students, teachers, parents or the broader 
community, is about improving the academic achievement of our students.  
Mrs. Lynch is a hands on leader who works closely with the entire school 
community to ensure consistency, rigor and caring for all students.

Margaret is one of Wiseburn’s most valued educators and she is truly a 
community treasure. Every child in California should be so blessed to have a 
principal like Margaret Lynch. Congratulations Margaret!  You make all of us 
very proud!

Dr. Tom
Johnstone

Superintendent • From Page 1 

Israel A. Mora
President

Neil Goldman 
Member

JoAnne Kaneda
Vice-President 

Clerk

Nelson Martinez
Member

Board of Trustees

Roger Bañuelos
Member

 Superintendent Tom Johnstone, Cabrillo Principal Margaret Lynch, 
and ACSA Region 14 President Dr. Brian Markarian.

the ArtS in BloSSom • From Page 1 

Similar to the visual arts, we were able to expand music this year so every 
grade 3-5 student in Wiseburn receives weekly instruction from our musician 
in residence, Nichole Polizzi. Nichole will also become a full-time Wiseburn 
music teacher in 2017-18!  Ms. Graham and Ms. Polizzi have collaborated this 
spring on a visual and musical production of Cold Play’s Up and Up at Peter 
Burnett Elementary School. Burnett students provided parents and the Burnett 
community with three early May performances of Up and Up.

The focus for the 2017-18 school year will be the introduction of theater arts 
at our three elementary schools as we continue to work towards more balanced 
K-5 arts programs at all of our schools.

On Saturday, April 1, the Wiseburn Education Foundation hosted our 13th 
Annual Rock Around the Block celebration of the Arts at Dana Middle School. 
More than 2,500 people attended this event which was likely the largest 
gathering ever in Wiseburn. The arts were in full bloom on April 1 and this 
year’s Rock Around the Block event was our most successful ever!

Wiseburn’s Art year will culminate on Wednesday, June 7 at 5:30 p.m. at 
Dana Middle School where our Wiseburn/Da Vinci Music program presents our 
second annual Concert on the Green!  Please come out and celebrate with us! 
Wiseburn: The Arts in Blossom!

Keeping Wiseburn School Safe!
By Tom Johnstone, Superintendent

It is very tragic that not a month goes by where there is not a violent, gun 
related incident at a school somewhere in the United States. The most recent 
incident in San Bernardino is a wake-up call for all of us.

Our district has been taking steps over the past three years to equip our 
schools with the most up-to-date training. Dana Principal Dr. Blake Silvers has 
provided the leadership in this critical area and he has been working closely 
with the Hawthorne Police Department. On April 27, all Wiseburn teachers 
and staff participated in an Active Shooter Training at Dana Middle School 
and 20 teachers, representing all four of our schools followed up the training 
with participation in specific active shooter scenarios. Our district is actively 
exploring A.L.I.C.E. Certification (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) 
which requires annual training and close collaboration with law enforcement. 
The safety of our students is our highest priority and ongoing training will 
equip our teaching staffs with the latest information and strategies to best 
serve all our students should we ever face an incident of our own in Wiseburn.  

http://WiseburnEdFoundation.org

With your support of Rock Around the Block, the Wiseburn Education 
Foundation is much closer to its goal of $100,000 this year!

*Harley Hoff, for bringing this wonderful event together and Scott Morgan, for another year of being our wonderful emcee
*Toby Harwell, Nicole Jeffrey and Nichole Polizzi, leading the music performances
*Joe and Maria Uribe, Geraldo and Cristina Aceves, La Feria Restaurant, Chartwells, KIND, and LA Galaxy
*Dana Middle School, for lending us their wonderful facility for another year

Special Thanks Goes To:

Copper SponsorsBronze SponsorsSilver Sponsors

Gold SponsorsDiamond Sponsors

Wiseburn Education Foundation would like 
to thank the sponsors and volunteers for making 
the 14th annual Rock Around the Block Family Fun Day 
a tremendous success and the biggest ever!   
Thank you also to the school administrators, teachers, 
staff, parents and community for all of your support and 
ccontributions – we couldn’t have done it without you!

We Look forward to seeing you all again at Dana Middle School

Saturday, March 24th, 2018

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Da Vinci Charter Schools
13500 Aviation Blvd., Hawthorne, CA 90250 • 310/725-5800 • www.davincischools.org

A Stellar Year 
Da Vinci Schools celebrated its 8th anniversary this year, and 

it has been a stellar year! 
We are thrilled to celebrate the Class of 2017, our fifth 

full graduating class of seniors from Da Vinci Design and Da 
Vinci Science and our first graduating class from Da Vinci 
Communications.  In addition, this June we are celebrating 
graduates from Da Vinci Extension, our 13th year college bridge 
program, and Da Vinci RISE High. We celebrate the individual 
accomplishments of all of these students and the outstanding 

passion and dedication of our Da Vinci teachers and staff. 
Today, we have a track record of success with 99% of our students eligible for 

University of California (UC) and California State University (CSU) admission, 
and 76% of whom were accepted to 4-year universities (as of May 1). Students 
from the Class of 2017 have been accepted to many top universities across 
the nation, including: UC Berkeley, UCLA, UC San Diego, USC, Northwestern 
University, Pomona College, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, Rhode Island School of 
Design, Berklee College of Music, NYU, Boston University, Howard University, 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Loyola Marymount University, and many 
more. 

Da Vinci high schools offer a college and career-ready curriculum for the 
21st century providing a rigorous and relevant education that is infused with 
real-world, project-based learning, career pathway classes, internships and 
work experience, partnerships with industry and higher education leaders, 
dual enrollment college classes (at no cost to families), comprehensive college 
counseling, a small and personalized learning community, and much more.

Da Vinci high schools serve as the “home” high schools for Wiseburn Unified 
and offer tremendous opportunities for all students, including special education 
and gifted and talented students. 

Project Focus: Play It Forward
Ninth grade students at Da Vinci Design have been tasked by their teaching 

team to design a functional architectural feature to “leave a lasting legacy”, 
and create permanent structures that DVIA students can enjoy once Da Vinci 
Design moves to the new campus, and DVIA moves to the former Design 
campus on Isis Avenue. 

9th grade students toured DVIA, and interviewed K-8 students and staff to 
find out what they needed in order to make the campus more kid friendly. After 
being inspired by famous architects, the Design students set to work using 
the design process to create digital and tangible prototypes of chicken coops, 
reading zones, green houses, and other structures to present at Exhibition. At 
Exhibition in April, community members voted for the most viable projects, and 
the projects with the most votes were brought to DVIA to share the incredible 
legacy that will be left for them when they arrive in August 2018. Some projects 
we can expect to see on the new DVIA campus are a Chicken Coop and garden, 
a Treehouse loft structure, a Gazebo with ballpit and outdoor workspace, as 
well as a Green House!

DVX Students Complete Internships at Belkin, 72andSunny, 
Gensler, and more

Da Vinci Extension (DVX) 13th year students recently wrapped up a 
transformative 12-week internship program. Students completed paid, 20 
hour per week internships at Belkin International, 72andSunny, Gensler 
Architecture, About:Space, Air Philosophy, B-Reel, El Segundo Animal 
Hospital, and Da Vinci Innovation Academy.  

Genser associate, Heidi Hampton, shared that the Gensler architecture 
interns have done a wonderful job this year. “I’ve been particularly impressed 
with how our intern is creating opportunities for himself during his internship. 
He has been showing up to work early and seeking connections in the office 
above and beyond what has been assigned to him. His professional manner and 
dress are also right on”.

During the last week at their internship, students completed final 
presentations to reflect on their experience. Arianna Cooke interned at 
72andSunny where she worked with many departments and was exposed to 
all the fields of advertising. “One of the biggest takeaways from interning at 72 
has been rediscovering my creativity. Learning that every single department 
here is creative in some way really changed my way of thinking about myself 
and allowed me to channel my creativity into the many departments in 
different ways. Being creative is so much more broad than just making art - it’s 
creating concepts, solutions, everything,” Arianna commented. You can view 
72andSunny interns’ final presentations here: https://vimeo.com/214216488.

Want to host DVX student interns next year? Contact Natasha Morse at 
nmorse@davincischools.org for more information. 

Making An Impact Across the Globe
Da Vinci Schools continue to attract local, national, and international 

attention for our real-world, project-based curriculum, career pathways, 
industry partnerships, and mastery-based grading practices. As of press time, 
we have hosted 203 educators from 23 organizations this school year, including 
Los Angeles Unified School District, Big Picture Learning, KIPP, El Camino 
College, Project Lead The Way, Pepperdine University, Paramount University, 
Green Dot, College for America at Southern New Hampshire University, Henry 
County Schools (GA), delegations from Thailand and China, and many more. 

As leaders in progressive education, our leadership team has been invited 
to speak at several industry conferences this school year, including Deeper 
Learning 2017, the California Charter Schools Annual Conference, Schools 
That Can’s 2017 National Forum on Real World Learning, CA Career Pathways 
Trust’s Advanced Manufacturing and Engineering Technology Linked Learning 
Consortium, and more.

Dr. Matthew
Wunder

Chief Executive 
Officer

 DVD 9th grade students exhibited their “lasting legacy” projects to leave the DVD campus 
more kid friendly for the DVIA students who will inhabit it beginning in August 2018.

DVX interns spent 12 amazing weeks channeling their creativity at 72andSunny.

See dA Vinci SchoolS • Page 9

In the News
Da Vinci Schools has been named one of the “Top 75” charter networks in 

the nation. Getting Smart’s “Top 75” list is compiled each year by Tom Vander 
Ark, one of the nation’s leading educational voices, and includes schools and 
charter networks that achieve extraordinary results and scaled impact to 
improve education for millions of children. See http://www.gettingsmart.
com/2017/03/75-top-school-and-charter-networks/. 

Da Vinci’s college and career-ready curriculum have been featured in many 
prominent publications and online outlets this year, including: The Huffington 
Post, L.A, Times, KPCC, Getting Smart, Education Week, Consortium for 
Media Literacy, Daily Breeze, and the El Segundo Herald, among others. 

Sports Update

We continue to expand our sports offerings under the direction of Athletics 
Director Michael Prendergast and Dr. Chris Jones. This school year, close to 
200 student athletes participated in varsity and JV sports in the following 
areas: co-ed cross country, co-ed track, girls volleyball, boys volleyball, boys 
basketball, girls basketball, boys soccer, girls soccer, girls softball, and co-ed 
archery (non-CIF). 

Wiseburn – Da Vinci Athletics is in the final weeks of the spring season with 
Boys Volleyball, Softball and Track wrapping up their seasons. The spring 
season ends the second week of May. 

At press time, Varsity Softball has a 6-8 record with 4 games remaining.  
JV Softball won their first game on Monday 4/24 over Aveson Academy from 
Altadena. Varsity Boys Volleyball also has a 6-8 record. With only 3 matches 
remaining the team is looking to finish strong as they will return all but 2 
players next season. The team finished in third place in its first tournament 
of the season – three points away from making it to championship match! The 
Varsity Boys Volleyball team has the strongest team GPA overall – 3.5. 

Track has competed this season as a guest in the Coastal League track 
meets. Several runners have placed in the top 3 of their events and their times 
continue to improve.

The co-ed Archery team (non-CIF) is having an extraordinary season. 
Wiseburn-Da Vinci took first place at the Olympic Archery in Schools LA 
Conference Championships, and advanced to the state championships. At state 
champs, Eddie Feves (DVC) won a men’s individual silver medal. Our triples 
team, David Lopez (DVD), Will Webster (DVC), and Guillermo Baltazar (DVD) 
also won silver. On April 29, the team is heading back to the Easton Olympic 
Training Center in Chula Vista for nationals. Way to go!

All Da Vinci students, regardless of their fitness level, have many 
opportunities to engage in sports and fitness activities in their seminar 
(elective) classes. These include:  cross fit, yoga, marathon training, flag 
football, basketball, rock climbing, dance team, running, cycling, Zumba, 
weightlifting, tennis basics, and more. 

Go Wolves! 

Enrollment Update
Wiseburn residents are guaranteed a spot at a Da Vinci high school as 

Da Vinci Communications, Da Vinci Design, and Da Vinci Science serve as 
Wiseburn Unified’s “home” high schools.  In order to reserve your spot for the 
2017-2018 school year, you must apply and complete the enrollment process. 
Wiseburn residents must complete an application so we know you are interested 
in a spot. Applicants who apply after our priority application deadline may not 
receive their first choice of school. For more information, please contact Maria 
Venegas at (310) 331-8097 or enrollment@davincischools.org. 

Mark your calendar: The first day of high school at the new campus will be 
August 22, 2017. 

 3 Schools, 1 Campus, 1 Spirit – Opening August 2017
Speaking of the new campus, get the latest news and updates on the future 

home of Da Vinci Communications, Da Vinci Design, Da Vinci Science high 
schools, and the Wiseburn Unified and Da Vinci Schools administrative offices. 
The new campus, built in partnership with the Wiseburn Unified School 
District, is located at 201 N. Douglas Street in El Segundo.

www.douglasat201.org 

The Wiseburn-Da Vinci Wolves excel both on and off the court.

dA Vinci SchoolS • From Page 8
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Juan de Anza Elementary (K–5)
12110 Hindry Ave., Hawthorne, CA 90250 • 310/725-2100 • www.anzaeagles.org

The Stars Blossomed at Anza!
We at Anza believe that everyone is someone special. We strive 

to provide a safe, supportive, and enriching environment where 
our students can develop a positive self-image, achieve academic 
excellence, and become responsible citizens. Our Anza Eagles 
“SOAR” as strong Scholars and Outstanding, Accountable, and 
Responsible citizens.

In April we held our annual Anza Variety Show. The room 
was filled with tons of excitement. Many proud family members 
looked on as our Anza Eagles did an outstanding job showcasing 

their many wonderful talents. We had 41 student performances, which included 
singing, dancing, drumming, and much more. The show ended with a very 
special performance given by our own Anza staff. We are proud of all of our 
students, and a very special thanks also goes to our Anza teachers and staff 
members for their behind-the-scenes work. This show would not be possible 
without them.

Mrs. Borel’s kindergarten students and Mrs. Crow’s fifth-grade students are 
“buddies.” The fifth-grade students often visit the kindergartners regularly to 
read to each other, but this time the students all got together to design and 
create. That’s because both teachers recently guided their students through 
a Project Lead the Way module entitled “Structure and Function: Exploring 
Design.”

Mrs. Crow chose this module because it has an emphasis on the design 
process, and it uses story books like The Three Little Pigs and Jack and the 
Beanstalk to tell the story of structure and function. The goal of this unit is to 
create items such as a beanstalk out of pipe cleaners and a house out of bricks 
(sponges), wood (tongue depressors), and straw (toothpicks).

We also finally made the paintbrush! The paintbrush has to have a 
structure that can perform a particular function. The girl in the story that 
we read wanted a paintbrush that could make dots and thick and thin lines. 
The students chose the materials that they would like to use to model the 
paintbrush they created with the design process. These paintbrushes will then 
be used to demonstrate the function of their design.

Our students have been collaborating since last fall to complete this 
module. They have enjoyed working together and have also formed some great 
friendships. Implementing a module that really promotes creativity and art 
is very beneficial for both of these grade levels. It promotes creativity and 

collaboration, and gives the students 
an outlet that has them using their 
imagination.

The mural project “Our Eagles Soar!” 
(Part 2) is now in progress! The theme 
“Our Eagles Soar!” is the result of teachers, 
students, and artist Ms. Graham all 
working together. The mural features 
imagery of magic carpets, unicorns, hot air 
balloons, and flying pigs, as well as many 
fantastical depictions of eagles. It also 

shows the students doing the things that make them soar internally: playing 
instruments, singing, dancing, playing sports, drawing, painting, doing math, 
and reading and helping one another. 

In early March, our Anza students attended workshops taught by 
Ms. Graham to learn about mural art and also create individual works of art 
inspired by the theme. They each contributed at least one image with the “Our 
Eagles Soar!” theme in mind. Ms. Graham then photo-copied the students’ 
thumbnail sketches. All of the color work was done by the students, while 
parent volunteers helped with the white outlining of every image.

There will also be a Family Mural Day, when everyone will have an 
opportunity to paint on the mural. Anza students are excited about having the 
opportunity to contribute to this lasting piece of art. There is a sense of pride 
and enjoyment of collaboration as well, since the mural will belong to them. 
Ms. Graham predicts that the children will interact with the mural by making 
up stories about the images during recess and then returning to it for many 
years to come.

This very dynamic and colorful mural will 
soon be displayed on the walls located on the 
lower-grade building facing the blacktop. It 
will also be visible from La Cienega, adding a 
vibrant splash of color for passengers to enjoy 
as they drive past our school.

Our students and teachers are also getting 
ready for Anza’s annual Art Show and Ice 
Cream Social. This is a community event that 
is put together by our teachers, students, and 
parents. Every student uses pencils, crayons, 
paint, and/or watercolors to create their 
project. All of the projects are then displayed 
for our parents and community to enjoy. 
After enjoying the beautiful artwork, the 
PTA then invites everyone to our Ice Cream 
Social fundraiser. This year the Art Show is 
scheduled for Friday, June 2.

Alberto Paredes
Principal

Hip-hop dancers!

Drumming and Singing to “We will Rock you!

Parents, students, and Ms. Tiffany Graham working on the mural.

Some of the many Anza staff members that 
helped put the show together.

Piano solo accompanied by singing.

Kindergarteners from Mrs. Borel’s class and fifth graders 
from Mrs. Crow’s class working together

Peter Burnett Elementary School (3–5)
5403 W. 138th St., Hawthorne, CA 90250 • 310/725-2151 • www.peterburnett.org

Arts in Blossom
Through collaboration and cooperation, music teacher Nicole 

Polizzi and art consultant Tiffany Graham have found a way 
to share their talents with students and staff at Peter Burnett. 
The amazing voices and beautiful artwork merged into one 
masterpiece by the end of the school year. Students had a chance 
to sing, play instruments, and display their artwork projects for 
all to see.

Three concerts, one for each grade level, focused on the arts. 
The concerts were a way to culminate an outstanding year and 

share an appreciation of support from our community partners, P.S. Arts and 
the Wiseburn Education Foundation. The Brann Center was transformed into a 
major production, with artwork meticulously displayed throughout the room.

“Up and Up” was 
the perfect title for 
students to showcase 
their talents. The 
arts were in full 
bloom, and the 
concerts were 
clearly a celebration 
of outstanding 
curricular practices 
used in classrooms 
all year. Students 
were excited to 
learn new ideas 
in the arts, and 
teachers found new 
ways to challenge 
them by combining 
art and music to 
create a thorough, 
stimulating arts 
curriculum. “Up and 
Up” was a perfect 
way to end the 
school year.

Cognitively Guided Instruction
Through Cognitively Guided Instruction, students are learning to collaborate 

with one another and articulate their thinking. Students are making sense of 
mathematics problems and following up with questions and the ability to use 
different strategies to solve problems. Students are consumed with finding new 
approaches to solving math problems.

Ideas Blossom
A Parent Mathematics Support 

Workshop was held for parents 
to actively participate in the 
learning process. Parents learned 
strategies to support their children 
at home. Parents were placed in an 
educational setting with tools to 
help them clarify various techniques 
used to teach mathematics. Parents 
clearly enjoyed the session, which 
was taught by Dr. Kohen from 
the UCLA Mathematics Project. 
Parents found the process involved 
in solving mathematics problems 
and the dialogue used throughout 
the presentation were extremely 
important. Children and parents 
were able to engage in conversation 
and support each other by sharing 
their new ideas and strategies.New Ideas in Math

The Arts in Blossom

Teamwork at Burnett!

Mathematics Support for Parents

Laura Sullivan
Principal

http://www.anzaeagles.org
http://www.peterburnett.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Juan Cabrillo Elementary (K–2)
5309 W. 135th St., Hawthorne, CA 90250 • 310/725-5400 • www.juancabrillo.org

Nurturing the Arts
The arts are in constant bloom at Cabrillo Elementary School. 

Students thrive in the midst of our visiting teaching artists and 
guest performing artists!

Cabrillo was fortunate to have visual artist Tiffany Graham 
return in the first trimester and dance performing artist 
Dawn Dyson join us in the second trimester this year. Both 
artists work with classes over a series of weeks. In art, students 
study and imitate master artists. Families also share in this art 
experience through two Family Art Nights, hosted by the good 

folks at Public School (PS) Arts.
In dance, students learn folk dances and the history and geography of 

where each dance originates. A highlight for students is the final dance class, 
when parents are invited to observe. We have seen tremendous growth in our 
kindergarten through second-grade students as they experience art and dance 
each year.

Cabrillo students learn not only to be good performers but also good 
audience members through performances sponsored through the Music Center. 
This year, the Cabrillo Performing Arts Center has hosted performances of 
Scottish and Irish music, Chinese acrobats, the Aesop’s Fables puppet show, and 
an opportunity to dance through decades of music.

We are so grateful to our PTA, which pays for all of our assemblies. The PTA 
is committed to bringing arts experiences to all students, and these assemblies 
make strong memories for our children.

Retired Cabrillo teacher Riza Sedillo wanted to be sure teachers still used 
the Cabrillo kiln once she left, so she returned and offered demonstration 
lessons for teachers in their classrooms in the use of clay and glazes. Our 
teacher aide, Erica Marshall, helps teachers fire students’ ceramic artwork 
in the kiln. Both Riza and Erica are available to support teachers in special 
projects so our kiln remains in full use.

Cabrillo’s after-school offerings have increased to full capacity, as we offer 
something every day of the week. Two of our most popular classes are sculpting 
and theater. In sculpting, students create colorful clay objects and take them 
home each week. In theater, students work together to create and perform a 
musical on stage in our Performing Arts Center, to the delight of family and 
friends.

Margaret Lynch
Principal

Cabrillo students proudly display their completed artwork as part of P.S. Arts Family Art Night. Note the student self-portraits that cover the walls of our Performing Arts Center.

P.S. Arts Family Art Night is enjoyed by the Canahui family (front),
the Okorogu family (middle left), and the Reyes family (back right)

Erica Marshall, teacher aide, loads the school kiln and 
prepares a cart of glazes for the classroom.

Richard Henry Dana Middle School (6–8)
5504 W. 135th St., Hawthorne, CA 90250 • 310/725-4700 • www.wiseburn.k12.ca.us

In Full Blossom!
As spring gifts us with more daylight, beautiful days, and the 

multitude of colors from our blooming flowers and trees, Dana 
Middle School continues to blossom in various ways, including 
the arts. It is remarkable to see the many talents of our students 
as they explore the arts, and in various forms, display an array of 
finished products and performances that leave us amazed, proud, 
and hopeful for the future of our talented Dolphins. 

After several months of diligent rehearsals, choreography 
support, and vocal training, our Hairspray Jr. cast delivered 

four memorable performances of this award-winning musical. With the 
choreographic support of our very own Ms. Carol Martinez, the cast of 
Hairspray Jr. danced in wonderful fashion on stage as they brought their 
characters to life in our Dana Multi-Purpose Room.

A phenomenal team of experienced theater consultants helped lead the 
charge, with Ms. Caitlin Geier as the producer, Ms. Gianna Bommarito as 
director, and Mr. Eli Reich as assistant director. But the show is only as good 
as the dedicated students who persevered through the rehearsal period, 
challenged themselves at every step, and built the necessary confidence 
to deliver an exciting, fun-filled, and successful show. Congratulations to 
the entire Hairspray Jr. cast and crew, including the parents who were 
instrumental in supporting the project.

The performing arts shined again at Dana in May when Mrs. Deanna Ableser 
led her cast of students as they performed the two productions of I Never Saw 
Another Butterfly and The Absurdist Super Hero Fairytale. The shows were 
interspersed with musical, dance, and dramatic student performances. Mrs. 
Ableser has spent many years leading our Drama Department, and without 
a doubt these two shows were remarkable representations of our students’ 
theatrical talents. 

In other arts news, Dana Middle School continues to thrive with a music 
department that is second to none. Mr. Toby Harwell and Mrs. Nicole Jeffrey 
lead students at all levels in orchestra and band, respectively. Recently, at the 
Wiseburn Education Foundation’s annual Rock Around the Block event, our 
musicians were out in full force performing in front of a packed audience in a 
fantastic display of their progress. They were accompanied at some points by 
our Dana Choir, directed by Ms. Nichole Polizzi. It was awe inspiring to see our 
students perform at such a high level. It also built excitement for Wiseburn’s 
second annual Concert on the Green on June 7 on the Dana Middle School field! 

The talent of our students and staff has definitely blossomed this year. With 
performing arts, music, and an art program highlighted by the first after-school 
advanced art course run by Mrs. Noelle Staal, the arts are alive and well at 
Dana Middle School.

Not only are the arts currently robust, but the future promises to be bright 
as well. During this beautiful season of the year, where spring is in the air, it 
is certainly a great time to reflect on our entire arts program. At Dana Middle 
School, our arts program is definitely in full blossom!

 Mr. Scott Nguyen and a host of Dana teachers exploring the arts through a painting exercise.

Dana Singers showing off their talent at Rock Around the Block.

The cast and crew of Hairspray Jr. after a great final performance!

Dr. Blake Silvers
 Principal

http://www.juancabrillo.org
http://www.wiseburn.k12.ca.us
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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AYSO Region 21 Hawthorne
310/335-0242 • ayso.bigdog@att.net

Wiseburn: The Arts in Blossom
By Danny Juarez, Community Relations Director

The theme of this edition of School News is “Wiseburn: The Arts in 
Blossom.” The first thing that comes to mind in thinking about the theme is the 
annual National Cherry Blossom Festival. The National Cherry Blossom Festival 
is a spring celebration in Washington, D.C., commemorating the March 27, 1912, 
gift of Japanese cherry trees from Mayor Yukio Ozaki of Tokyo to the city of 
Washington. This event recently took place in April and visitors will need to 
wait until next year to enjoy splendor of the cherry blossoms  

In November of 2010, the Wiseburn voters gave a gift to the future students 
of our small school district by resoundingly passing an $87 million school bond 
measure to open a state-of-the-art, 21st century high school facility to house 
Da Vinci Schools. The beauty of this gift is that residents do not have to wait 
year after year to enjoy the splendor of this educational facility to blossom. 
Leadership of the Wiseburn Unified School District provides ongoing updates 
to let the world see how the Da Vinci Schools are taking shape. Once the school 
opens in the Fall of 2017, all members of the Wiseburn community will relish 
the blossom of student success at this world-class facility year-round.

LA Galaxy Coach Bruce Arena was named as the old/new USMNT coach in 
late 2016. Coach Arena is back as coach of the program after a successful eight-
year run with the Galaxy. He coached the U.S. team from 1998-2006 and led the 
U.S. to their best World Cup performance - a quarterfinals appearance in the 
2002 tournament. So far in 2017, the USMNT team has amassed a record of 2-0-
2 and currently in third place in the CONCACAF World Cup Qualifying – Men. 
Their next match is scheduled for June 3th against Venezuela.

On the local front, our home-grown and native son of Hawthorne, Gyasi 
Zardes’ who’s is known by his most distinguishable trait of his blonde Mohawk, 
underwent arthroscopic surgery on his right knee after being injured while 
training with the U.S. national team in January 2017. Zardes hasn’t played in 
an MLS game since suffering a broken bone in his right foot in August 2016. 
The LA Galaxy started the MLS season without the services of Zardes – one 
of their most important players. Despite his recent return to the pitch and in 
the starting line-up, the LA Galaxy are currently in tenth place in the Western 
Conference. The jury is still out on how well the LA Galaxy will perform this season.

In April, the Hawthorne Presidents Council in conjunction with the City of 
Hawthorne held its annual Volunteer Appreciation Day. Over 200 individuals 
were honored for the countless number of volunteer hours they perform around 
the Hawthorne community. AYSO Region 21 Hawthorne is no exception when it 
comes to volunteers. We recognized Norma Diaz, Rudy Heredia, Liz Kalinowski, 
Darryl Letchworth, and Sky Rosenstein. Congratulations to our super 
volunteers and all others honored at this annual event.

AYSO Region 21 Hawthorne scheduled only three registration dates for the 
2017-2018 Fall Season. The number of walk-in registration dates was reduced 
this year to encourage on-line registrations at home. We will have computers 
onsite and assistance to help with this process. The region is doing its best to 
be environmentally conscious and reducing paper.

In addition to returning players, it was encouraging to see so many new 
players registering in AYSO Region 21 Hawthorne and the number of players 
transferring from another region in the South Bay.  Regional Commissioner 
Darryl Letchworth has announced that after the last registration date of June 
10th special arrangements will need to be made for registering for the Fall 
season with your child being put on a waiting list.

The registration process has changed to a new piece of software going from 
eAYSO to Blue Sombrero. The plan of the AYSO National Board of Directors 
is for eAYSO to slowly fade out of use. Once a Region begins accepting 
registrations in Blue Sombrero, Regions will disable registration in eAYSO. All 
AYSO Region 21 Hawthorne player registrations will be done on-line through 

www.aysoregion21.org. Scroll to the top right side and click REGISTER NOW button.
The other change that affects registration is the new age determination 

registration cutoff date. AYSO will be changing from a school year registration 
to a birth year registration to align with other American youth soccer program 
provider’s interpretation of the U.S. Soccer Player Development Initiatives. The 
effective date of age determination for registration shall be the player’s age as of 
December 31 looking ahead of the Membership Year. 

The regular soccer season is from September through December.  Beside 
our core soccer program, we have a program for participants with physical or 
mental disabilities known as VIP (Very Important Player). These participants 
will be charged a minimal registration fee amount for the Fall season. The 2017-
18 Fall season starts September 9, 2017 with our opening day ceremonies in the 
planning stages.

Long time volunteer Jim O’Connor continues his mission of collecting used 
soccer uniforms, socks, cleats and other soccer equipment.  Clean out your 
closet/garage and all items to Picture Day to help needy children around the 
world. Guatemala Mission USA will distribute the collected items to different 
locations - Los Vados, Quesque, San Rafaelito and Zhamito. And don’t forget 
to patronize the snack stand at the Dana Sports Complex to help defray 
the annual expenses for the upkeep of the synthetic field at Juan de Anza 
Elementary School.

From now until the start of the season in September, we will be selecting 
coaches for the 100+ teams that will need to be formed and conducting coach/
referee training. Training classes and the resource material is FREE. The cost 
to you is your valuable time. The success of AYSO is based on the hard work 
of VOLUNTEERS. Every aspect of running the region depends on individuals 
who step up to be a coach, an assistant coach, referee, team mom, team dad or 
board member. If you want to be part of a world-class and unique experience 
– carve sometime out of your busy schedule and VOLUNTEER. If interested in 
volunteering or if you have any questions about our program, please contact RC 
Darryl Letchworth at dletch38@yahoo.com or call (310) 739-3933.

See you all on the pitch (soccer field)!

Apply online today at
www.elcamino.edu/free

FREE Summer Classes at 
El Camino College! 

THIRD SUMMER SESSION ADDED:
A NEW six-week session just added - Classes begin June 26

Six- and eight-week sessions begin June 19

Free college classes available to eligible 
high school juniors and seniors!*

Earn college credits while still in high school!

Eligible high school juniors and seniors must apply online and submit a Concurrent 
Enrollment Application. For more information visit www.elcamino.edu/free.

*Enrollment fees are waived for California residents.

Victoria’s Review

Great Mystery
I would definitely recommend 

this book to kids like me who 
enjoy mystery stories. The 
reader has to recall a lot of 
detailed information from 
the earlier part of the book. 
The plot is very interesting! 
The main character is Serafina 
who lives in the basement of 
The Biltmore Estates with her 

Pa. One night she finds a black cloak and soon 
realizes it has something to do with missing 
people. After a time, a lot more kids disappear. 
Serafina wants to figure out what happens to 
them. She partners up with the estate owner’s 
nephew, Braedon Vanderbilt. They try to find 
out who is in the black cloak. DON’T WORRY I WON’T TELL YOU ANYMORE!!!! 
There are a lot of page turners that leave you at a cliffhanger. I definitely hope 
that whoever decides to read this book will enjoy it as much as I have. This book 
gets a “Smile.”

Victoria Lowe is a 6th grade student at RH Dana Middle School. She loves her school and enjoys 
spending time with her friends. Victoria’s favorite kinds of books have mystery and fantasy plots 
and will rate them 1-5 with 5 being the highest rating. Victoria has an affinity for singing and 
loves musical theatre. She studies both voice and piano and is a current member of the South 
Bay Children’s Choir.

 
Victoria Lowe

Congratulations Class of 2017!

Book Review by Abbas

A Creepy and Fun Read
Lockwood & Co. by 

Jonathan Stroud is a 
novel about teen psychic 
agents, Lucy Carlyle, 
George Cubbins and 
their leader Anthony 
Lockwood. Together they 
run the smallest ghost-
fighting agency in London, 
Lockwood and Co. There 

is an increased outbreak of ghosts in 
England known as The Problem which is 
where Lockwood & Co. comes in to help, 
with each member using their talents 
such as listening to ghost activity and 
seeing ghosts in plain sight. After they are 
offered a ghost hunting job in one of the 
most haunted places in London, Lockwood 
and Co. must work together to fight a fearsome ghost. Will they survive the 
night and work together? 

This book was filled with many twists and unexpected sharp endings. I give 
this creepy tale 5 smiley faces.

Abbas D. is a fifth grade student who enjoys cooking in his free time, swimming and loves 
roasted marshmallows. Abbas will rate the books 1 to 5 smiley faces with 5 being the best.

 
Abbas D.
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