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By Dr. Matt Doyle
Interim Superintendent

It is with great pride and enthusiasm 
that I welcome students, parents, 
teachers and staff to the 2017-18 
school year. Our theme for the year  
is “Students at the Center.” 

The vision of Vista Unified is to be the model 
of educational excellence and innovation. Our 
central commitment as an organization is to 
provide an inspiring learning environment that 
is safe, secure and focused on language, literacy 
and numeracy. During the 2017-18 school year, we 
will be deepening this commitment by setting the 
conditions for learning to be more personalized 
to the individual strengths, interests and needs 
of each student. Over the past 27 years as an 
educator in Vista, I have always been inspired by 
the excitement and dedication students show about 
learning when teachers, staff and parents work as 
a team to support students along their learning 
pathway. This strengths-based approach to learning 
has the power to ignite the joy of learning for all 
children. Our charge as a team this year (parents, 
teachers, staff and administrators) is to expand 
strength-based learning by keeping “students at the 
center” of our collective efforts. Please join me in 
making this year a joyful learning experience for all 
students. 

As we all prepare to jump into a new year, 
please keep in mind that our collective work, while 
complex at times, can really be summed up in 
three broad brushstrokes: early education, personal 
learning and relevant connections to the world of 
work - Early, Personal and Relevant!  These three 
brushstrokes are simple but powerful drivers 
towards a transformed learning experience.

Brushstroke 1: Early
Early education means that we are constantly 

looking for opportunities to support and even 
expand learning for students during the most 
formative growth years. Learning a language 
and building a foundation for literacy starts early 
on in a child’s life. Vista Unified has launched a 
P-3 Continuum (Prenatal to Grade 3) that will 
provide a broad base of supports for students 
(even before they are born) across a wide range of 
services that wrap around the student and family 
to ensure they have what they need to become a 

successful learner. Teachers can now begin to 
lean on others to support their role as the experts 
in language, literacy and numeracy. This type of 
expansive service is possible now due to nine years 
of work with our partners in the early childhood 
community including Educational Enrichment 
Services, San Diego County Office of Education 
and the United Way. Together we form The Vista 
Partnership for Children. The Vista Partnership 
is now able to align a robust set of services in the 
Vista community to have a collective impact on 
promoting the physical, social, emotional and 
academic development of students starting before 
they are born. Using a collective impact model will 
serve to close the achievement gap before it opens.

Brushstroke 2: Personal
Personal learning means that we are refining 

our instructional focus as a school district to set 
the conditions for students to really grab ahold of 
their learning and engage in more authentic ways; 
enabling them to leverage their strengths and 
interests while accessing grade level standards. 
This shift expands the role of the teacher from a 
content expert to a learning activator, promoting 
greater levels of co-creation of learning activities 
with students. Students will have increasingly 
more opportunities to become drivers of their 
own learning as they move up through the grade 
levels. As students gain more stewardship of their 
own learning, they increase opportunities for 
collaboration and self discovery. When students 

feel a sense of ownership of their learning, parents, 
teachers and staff begin to see them open up and 
show their full capacity as learners. 

Brushstroke 3: Relevant
Relevant connections to the world of work 

means that students, across all grade levels, 
can really dig into experiencing careers in the 
developing priority sectors of the San Diego 
County economy. San Diego has been recognized 
as a “Smart City” around the globe with work 
sectors that are growing faster than anywhere 
else in country. For example, work sectors like 
Advanced Manufacturing, Clean Energy, Health 
Care, Information & Communication Technology 
and Life Sciences have a lattice of careers available 
for students to learn about and explore using our 
Service Learning program at the elementary 
schools, Talent Cities model at the middle school 
level and the Career and Technical Education 
pathways at the high school level. All of our schools 
are expanding opportunities for students to get 
a jump start on learning about the world of work 
through a variety of STEM Labs and makerspaces 
that provide hands-on activities for students of all 
ages. Students are more engaged in school when 
learning becomes hands-on and relevant to the real 
world. 

Vista Unified has created a fantastic learning 
environment for students. It is with great pride 
and enthusiasm that I welcome you back to a new 
school year. As a team, We Are Vista Every Day! 

http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B117AdGVpS-TbVZ3bWxlWWxiaVE/view?usp=sharing
https://vimeo.com/163081493
http://www.servicelearningvista.com/
http://www.vistausd.org/groups/news_item?d=x&id=1481626536485&group_id=1346925153159&return_url=1481673314622
http://www.ctevista.org/
http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Welcome back to a new school 
year. It is always exciting for 
students to see their old friends, 
make new friends, meet their 
teachers, and settle into a routine. 
This issue we asked the principals to 
write about themselves. It is always 
nice to learn where they went to 
school, about their families, if they 
have pets, etc. 

Thank you for continuing to 
include School News among your 
reading choices. 

Our next issue is November 1.  
In the meantime, have a fun 
Halloween!

Neta Madison

Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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Helping Homeless Families  
and Keeping Children in School

By Rich Alderson, Board of Education President
Throughout our nation the homeless population varies from state to state 

with somewhat larger populations in states with warmer climates. Therefore, in 
southern California, we often see significantly more homeless individuals than 
in some other states. Certainly, one of the most difficult challenges related to 
homelessness is how to maintain a quality educational experience for children. 
When the most immediate needs are food and shelter for families, school can 
often take a backseat.

 In the Vista Unified School District, a concerted effort is being made to help 
families within our district find shelter and food but also assist with ways to 
ensure that children can attend school. Many families are utilizing services 
provided by the district to help with the basic needs associated with getting 
children to school. Children are provided with new clothing, backpacks filled 
with school supplies, and transportation to school. Families are given assistance 
with securing food and shelter. All of these efforts are coordinated through 
the district and are supported by various community organizations. This 
partnership has proven to be very successful in getting children to school.

In Vista, we have identified approximately 2000 homeless youth. While this 
number seems quite high, the federal guidelines for defining a homeless child 
is quite rigid. In Vista, we are working every day to improve our services and 
support for families with school age children. The teachers in our district play 
a key role in helping these children become successful in school. While many 
things in a homeless child’s life are uncertain, the support of their teachers 
is a solid constant. Our teachers truly make a difference every day in these 
children’s lives.

Vista Unified is also working closing with the City of Vista to find solutions 
and support systems for our homeless families. This ongoing cooperative 
endeavor is very important and is supported by everyone is our community.

VUSD Innovation
1234 Arcadia Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • www.vistausd.org

Students at the Center: 
A New Partnership with UCSD and SDWP 

By Robert Crowell, Service Learning and Community Partnerships Lead 
At Vista Unified, we are committed to Students at the Center.
This commitment leads us to some exciting and important news This Fall, on 

the campus of Vista Unified, we will open a new research-practice center called 
ICERP which stands for the International Center for Education Research and 
Practice. Our ICERP partners, the University of California at San Diego and the San 
Diego Workforce Partnership, will be located right here on campus in the Vista 
Innovation Center 

ICERP has two critical missions both dedicated to keeping our students at the 
center. The first is neuro-scientific research about how our brains develop and how 
we learn best. Findings from neuroscience research already influence teaching 
practices. Now thanks to ICERP, Vista Unified will learn more and be able to shorten 
the time it takes to turn quality research into better practices in our classrooms. 
This is the first permanent on campus research initiative of the UCSD Graduate 
School of Education.

The second ICERP mission is to ensure that our students are ready for 
successful careers here where we live. Another first, as part of ICERP, the San Diego 
Workforce Partnership will now have a North County location. Our students will 
have access to more internships, new career-ready programs and career counselors 
on campus! For example, work sectors like Advanced Manufacturing, Clean Energy, 
Health Care, Information & Communication Technology and Life Sciences have 
a lattice of careers available for students to learn about and explore using our 
Service Learning program at the elementary schools, Talent Cities model at the 
middle school level and the Career and Technical Education pathways at the high 
school level. 

Stay tuned for more updates.

mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.servicelearningvista.com/
http://www.vistausd.org/groups/news_item?d=x&id=1481626536485&group_id=1346925153159&return_url=1481673314622
http://www.ctevista.org/
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City of Vista Office of the Mayor
200 Civic Center Drive, Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-1340 • www.cityofvista.com

Welcome Back Students!
Vacations are over and it’s time to settle into the daily 

schedule of studying and learning. On behalf of the City of Vista, 
I am honored to welcome students, parents, and teachers to 
the beginning of the 2017/18 academic year. May each student 
discover new opportunities, gain fresh insight, develop lasting 
friendships, and experience activities that make education fun 
and exciting.

Some students are beginning school for the first time, some 
are moving into the next level, while others are celebrating their 

final year; yet, everyone has one thing in common, students are extremely 
fortunate to live in a community that values education. I applaud VUSD on 
their commitment to creating the best possible venue for learning and helping 
students work harder and smarter in order to achieve and reach their goals. 

Best wishes to everyone for a productive year filled with exceptional 
accomplishments. I look forward to watching our VUSD students learn, achieve 
and grow. Have a great 2017/18 year!

Judy Ritter
Mayor

Vista Unified Council of PTAs
1234 Arcadia Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • www.vistausd.org

Family and Community Engagement
By Luisa Stafford, President

Welcome to a new school year, VUSD families! The Vista Unified Council of 
PTAs (formerly, Del Norte Council), governs the 24 PTA units in our school 
district. The PTA strives to connect families, schools and communities. Our 
mission is to positively impact the lives of all children and families. PTA 
membership is open to everyone: parents, students, educators, business leaders, 
and community members. 

Research has proven that students do better when parents are involved, no 
matter what their income or background. You can show support by becoming a 
member of your school’s PTA, supporting their fundraisers, and attending the 
events. Becoming a PTA member at your child’s school does not require that 
you volunteer, but helping hands are always welcome for the various programs 
and events. Whether you can provide skills, donations, or participation, ask 
your PTA how you can help!

Thank you to all of our volunteers who serve our children and families. Have 
a wonderful school year!

Vista Education Foundation
236 E. Broadway, Vista, CA 92084 • 760/630-8268• www.vistaedfoundation.org

Fundraising for VUSD
By JoAnn Jones Lopez, VEF Board Member

The Vista Education Foundation (VEF) finished the 2017 school year 
on a strong note. In May we awarded more than 50 seniors in Vista Unified 
over $15,000.00 in scholarships for future education and vocational training. 
Representatives from VEF attended each high school Senior Award ceremony 
to personally hand out the scholarships. We closed out the school year with 
donations to local schools for art supplies, technology equipment, music 
equipment, crime scene microscopes and screen printing projects. We are 
heading into the 2017-2018 school year with strong efforts to continue our 
support of VUSD schools. Our “Heroes of Vista” event, held in April, was a 
huge success. Thank you to all the schools who provided student art work for 
our centerpieces. They were fabulous. We have two more fundraisers in the 
works to help support our foundation and the students of VUSD. The “Night at 
the Moonlight” event in September honored Mr. Chris Megison, the President 
and Executive Director of North County Solutions for Change. Mr. Megison 
works tirelessly to resolve the issue of family homelessness in our community. 
It was our honor to recognize his work at a fun evening out at the Moonlight. 
Guests enjoyed “In The Heights” and a fabulous catered meal. We are teaming 
with the Kiwanis of Vista again this year to hold our second golf tournament. 
Golfers will take to the Twin Oaks Valley Golf course for a great day of outdoor 
entertainment, dinner and silent auction. Funds from both of these events will 
help us provide the much needed support of the Arts, Scholarships, Technology 
and Internships for our students. We encourage all schools to send in donation 
requests. Visit our newly designed website for more information. 
www.vistaedfoundation.org

Career Technical Education
1234 Arcadia Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • www.ctevista.org

Kelly McKinney is the Career Technical Education (CTE) 
Coordinator in the Vista Unified School District. Kelly assists in 
planning, developing, implementing, and evaluating activities as 
they relate to CTE in the district. She is the liaison between the 
district and community agencies, the San DIego County Office of 
Education and local colleges regarding CTE programs. 

Kelly has a bachelor’s degree in Business Management with 
an emphasis in accounting, a masters degree in Secondary 
education and a certificate in School Business Management.  
Before coming to VUSD in 2001, Kelly worked in private industry 

at a local manufacturing company. While working at a school site she served 
many roles.  She was the ASB (student activities) Director, Yearbook Advisor, 
Cheer coach, student store manager, work experience coordinator and a 
classroom teacher. 

In 2015, Kelly moved to the district office to serve as the WAVEpact Teacher 
on Special Assignment. In this role she was responsible for developing a college 
and career awareness program K-12. She coordinated college and career fairs, 
financial aid events and oversaw the MOU for guaranteed admission to CSUSM. 

Along with Kelly’s CTE responsibilities at VUSD, she is also the district’s 
Perkins Coordinator. She is responsible for ensuring that VUSD’s CTE programs 
are in compliance with all regulations affecting program improvement and 
effectiveness. Kelly is also responsible for monitoring the CTEIG and CCPT 
grants for the district. 

In her second year in this role, Kelly is excited to continue to work with the 
outstanding CTE staff and develop a middle school CTE Exploration program 
that will strengthen the transition to high school in order to enhance and 
expand opportunities for all students to succeed in their career path. 

Kelly McKinney
Coordinator CTE

Vista Adult School
510 Sunset Dr., Vista, CA 92081 • 760/758-7122 • www.vistaadultschool.org

Liz O’Shea-West has had many different careers from 
working in the accounting field to case management and now 
in education. She is currently a principal of Vista Adult School 
and is involved in the AEBG initiative, working together with the 
North County Districts and Palomar College to create regional 
and dual-service educational opportunities for adult students.

Liz had earned degrees in two central areas: a Bachelor 
in Business Administration in Financial Accounting through 
National University, a Bachelor of Arts in psychology at UCSD, 
and a Master of Science in Vocational Rehabilitation at SDSU. 

Since starting at Vista Adult School she has also completed her Designated 
Subjects Teaching Credential, Designated Subjects Supervision and 
Coordination Credential, and her Administrative Services Credential.

Liz began working at Vista Adult School 13 years ago, with a focus on 
vocational education. Her job duties quickly expanded to include ROP, 
Workability II counselor, high school diploma and medical program coordinator, 
night supervisor, assistant principal and now as a principal. She loves her job, 
her team and admires the students with their hard work and dedication to learn 
new skills to get a better job.

Liz O’Shea-West
Principal

http://www.cityofvista.com
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistaedfoundation.org
http://www.ctevista.org
http://www.vistaadultschool.org
http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Vista Chamber of Commerce
127 Main St., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-1122 • www.VistaChamber.org

Rising Star of the Month
By Bret Schanzenbach, Chief Executive Officer

Welcome back to school to all the 
parents, students, teachers, support staff 
and administrators. The Vista Chamber of 
Commerce is excited to be starting our fourth 
year of honoring our local area high school 
seniors through the Rising Star of the Month 
program. Each month one senior from each 
area high school is honored. This leads to our 
Rising Stars of the Year, who receive college 
scholarship. Last year we were pleased to 
award $10,550 in scholarships to 11 graduating 
seniors in Vista through our Rising Star 
program. 

Our winners for 2016-17 were: Ranessa 
Austin, Guajome Park Academy; Olivia 
Trillizio, Tri-City Christian; Jenna Steffan, 
Trade Tech High; Leslie Martinez, Vista High 
School; Mark McGreal, Vista High School; 
Steven Harris, Vista High School; Guadalupe 
Bolanos, Major General Raymond Murray; 
Crystal Rojas, Mission Vista High School; 
Xipatly Montano, Alta Vista High; Lea Zaric, 
Rancho Buena Vista; and Alyssa Maloney, 
Rancho Buena Vista. Congratulations.

Strong Leaders   

Transform Schools
At the growing Eastvale STEM Academy, high school students 
build knowledge in medical science and engineering within 
an innovative learning community guided by Kim Lu Lawe’s 
leadership and vision. 

Eastvale STEM Academy, Medical Biology Class, Director: Kim Lu Lawe, Ed.D. ’16

Azusa Pacific’s School of Education prepares 
educators like Kim to see and cultivate the 
potential in every student. Graduates go on to 
make a lasting difference as creative, collaborative 
professionals and dedicated advocates for those 
they serve.

Advance your calling with a master’s or doctoral 
degree, credential, or certificate from a top 
Christian university and join a mentoring 
community of educators who will help you  
make an even greater impact.

School of Education 
programs offered:

Master’s Degrees
Educational and Clinical Counseling
Educational Counseling
Educational Leadership
Learning and Technology
Physical Education
Special Education
Teaching

Certificate
LPCC Respecialization in  

 Clinical Counseling

Credentials
Mild/Moderate Disabilities Specialist
Moderate/Severe Disabilities Specialist
Multiple Subject Teaching
Single Subject Teaching
Preliminary Administrative Services
Clear Administrative Services

21588

Now enrolling for three start dates 
throughout the year. Apply by  
November 10 and join us this spring!

Programs available at six Southern 

California locations, including APU’s

Orange County 
Regional Campus

School of Education  |  apu.edu/education 

http://www.VistaChamber.org
http://www.apu.edu/education
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Susan Ford, Alta Vista High School and VVA principal, is 
beginning her seventh year in Vista Unified. Susan began her 
teaching career in the San Dieguito School District where she 
taught college prep, honors, and A.P. English. She also created 
the school’s first music program.

Susan then became an administrator in the San Marcos School 
District, where she opened Mission Hills High School. Susan came 
to Vista in 2011, and was Madison Middle School principal for six 
years. Susan has also taught in the CSUSM educational leadership 
M.A. program and is currently serving as Interim Director of 
Alternative Programs in VUSD.

While a university student, Susan was awarded a Rotary fellowship and 
spent a year studying at the University of Kent in Canterbury, England. She also 
received her M.A. in educational administration from CSUSM, and completed 
her Ed.D degree in 2015 at UCSD. Her doctoral work focused on school 
leadership during the complex change process.

A native of California’s Central Valley, Susan and her family moved to North 
County San Diego in 1996. The proud mother of four sons and three grandsons, 
Susan loves living in San Diego and working with Vista students. As this new 
school year begins, Susan is looking forward to working with high school 
students again and helping to create alternative educational opportunities that 
help meet the needs of all of our students.

Dr. Susan Ford
Principal

My name is Cindy Anderson and I am thrilled and truly 
honored to be the Principal of Alamosa Park Elementary School. 
I am passionate about education and I look forward to partnering 
with the community to provide our students with a rigorous, 
engaging, and high-quality educational experience.

I have been an active member of the Vista Unified School 
District family for 23 years. During this time, I have served as 
an elementary classroom teacher, math/science middle school 
teacher and as the Founding Assistant Principal/Provost of 
Vista Innovation & Design Academy (VIDA). My academic 

background includes a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education with an 
emphasis is math, science, and technology and a master’s degree in Educational 
Leadership and Administration. I am a past recipient of the San Diego Science 
Educators Teacher of the Year award and continue to be deeply involved in 
science education leadership within our district, state and nation. Currently, my 
work in science education includes working with West-Ed and the NGSS Early 

Implementation Initiative to plan, design, and role-out the Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS).

I have lived in the Vista/Oceanside area for the majority of my life. My great-
grandparents farmed the area off of Grapevine Road in Vista and my mother 
worked in the Child Nutrition Services department in VUSD. I attended Santa 
Fe Elementary School, Washington Middle School, and graduated from Vista 
High School. I am married and have two daughters and three grandchildren. 
Working for VUSD and in education is truly a family affair! My husband, Bob, is 
retired from the US Army and Vista USD. My daughter, Rya, teaches at Temple 
Heights and my youngest daughter recently moved back to California to work in 
the insurance industry.  All 3 of my grandchildren attend the best district in the 
entire country – Vista Unified!

I am proud to be an Alamosa Park Hawk and work with such an incredible 
staffulty.  Our community is alive with innovative, creative ideas. I am looking 
forward to a year of adventures and learning with each and every one of you.  
Go Hawks!

Cindy Anderson
Principal

My name is Dr. Jenifer Golden, proud principal of Bobier 
Elementary School. The teachers and staff at Bobier are 
committed to treating every child like their own child and we 
take pride in providing every student sitting in the chair in the 
classroom with a personalized learning experience where the 
student has choices in their learning and their unique learning 
styles are accommodated.

We are proud to be on board with Next Generation Science 
Standards and our staff is kicking off the year with a focus on 
science as we transition towards becoming a science academy. 

Our students are proficient in technology skills and last year we launched our first 
online tutoring program where teachers and students collaborate in the evenings 
in the comfort of their own home with district funded internet and at home 

devices to support their learning. At Bobier, all students have their own computer 
or device to assist them with personalized learning resources in class and at home.

Our safety plan has contributions from staff, students, district, and our 
community keeping kids safe number 1! We are proud to announce that we are 
now hosting the Deaf and Hard of Hearing program for North County and work 
closely to provide ability awareness education to students, staff, and parents.

Last year we had the highest number of PTA members out of all of the 
elementary sites in Vista and our parents are great partners with the staff 
to provide a feeling of family here at school. We provide parent education 
workshop. Our PTA purchased school shirts for all students so each student can 
wear and show their Bobier Pride. Enter the gates to visit Bobier Elementary 
school and you will see healthy and happy students excited to learn every day!

Dr. Jenifer Golden
Principal

2017-2018 is off to a fantastic start for Beaumont Bears! I 
am beyond excited to lead our school as Principal of a school 
community that truly focuses on placing students first, providing 
high quality and relevant education in academics as well as 
socially and emotionally. We are committed to including parents 
as a crucial component in our learning community as well as 
supporting our teachers and staff by continually providing 
learning opportunities for constant improvement. 

I evolved in my educational career beginning my experience 
with Vista Unified School District in 1994 as an Instructional 

aide. Since then I have been fortunate enough to be a teacher, ELD Resource 
Teacher, Resource Coach, Assistant Principal, and now Principal. I have always 
known working in education was my calling and I aim to provide the same 
equitable, safe, rigorous, and enriching educational experience I had as a child 
for students I see everyday.

As a community of learning, we have the responsibility to teach children 
how to be compassionate, empathetic, and kind as well as how to read, write 
and, speak academically and I take my responsibility in leading this learning 
community in these areas very seriously 

As a testament to the dedication of Beaumont teachers and staff focusing on 
areas of learning many of them worked tirelessly participating in professional 
development opportunities benefiting our students. Opportunities included 
NGSS, Math & Literacy Instruction, Quantum Learning, Crisis Prevention, and 
Restorative Practices. This speaks volumes showing Beaumont’s dedication to 
providing excellence in education to our students and of the commitment to 
learning our teachers and staff exemplify.

Finally, Beaumont is off to an AMAZING start this school year as we begin 
exploring our Personalized Learning Pathway. Make no mistake, Beaumont is 
headed to greatness and no one is more excited about it than our team! 

Sochie Schmitz
Principal

Bobier Elementary
220 W. Bobier Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-8501 • www.vistausd.org

Beaumont Elementary
550 Beaumont Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-4040 • www.vistausd.org

Alta Vista High School
1575 Bonair Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-3775 • www.vistausd.org

Alamosa Park Elementary
5130 Alamosa Park Dr., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/940-0700 • www.vistausd.org

http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Rachel Schmidt is beginning her sixth year as principal 
at California Avenue School, and her eighteenth year as an 
employee in the Vista Unified School District. 

Prior to this role, she was a Speech-Language Pathologist 
in the district, a TEACCH trainer, and assistant professor at 
California State University, San Marcos. She was also a 2008 
VUSD Golden Apple recipient.

Rachel was born and raised in Southern California. Both of her 
parents worked as dedicated educators in Vista Unified. Rachel 

was educated in Vista schools and went on to attend Point Loma Nazarene 
College, San Diego State University, and the University of Redlands.

Rachel currently lives in Oceanside with her husband, Bill, and daughters 
Emily, Hannah, and Laura. The family enjoys traveling throughout the United 
States, participating in school and church activities, and spending time with 
family and friends.

Rachel believes that it is an honor and privilege to collaborate with parents 
and work alongside the exceptional staff at California Avenue School as they 
teach, nurture and serve the children in the school community.

Rachel Schmidt
Principal

Dr. McKean and Mrs. Lee are excited about the possibilities 
for Empresa Elementary as they welcomed over 840 students and 
their families on the first day of school.

Dr. Cheree McKean begins her sixth year as the Lead Learner 
of Empresa. Her educational philosophies are grounded in 
transformational leadership and trust theory where the practice 
of shared leadership has taught Dr. McKean the importance of 
creating environments which encourage building relationships 
based on a unity of purpose and trust. As a servant leader her 
biggest joy is serving and supporting teachers so they may 
develop their best practices which ultimately translate to student 
learning.

In combination with a strong focus on data driven results, Mrs. Lee brings 
expertise on the importance of concentrating on the social-emotional well 
being of every student. She has implemented many new programs during her 
tenure as Assistant Principal which include Pupils of Positive Praise, Watch 
Dogs, and School Ambassadors. Mrs. Lee is also trained in Restorative Practices 
and works with students to turn mistakes into learning opportunities.

For the 2017-18 school year, Dr. McKean and Ms. Lee will continue to guide 
the Empresa community toward the goal of personalized learning for every 
student. Through time-honored traditions and 21st century innovation, the 
Empresa family hopes to bring positive change to their school, surrounding 
community and their world.

Dr. Cheree McKean
Principal

My name is Lori Higley and I am honored to be the principal 
of Breeze Hill Elementary School. I have been an educator for 
23 years in Vista and began my career right here at Breeze Hill 
as a Kindergarten teacher! Throughout my career, I have always 
believed that the best gift to give a child is the gift of literacy and 
a love for learning. It is my mission to build relationships with 
students and families based on trust and respect. I believe that 
parents are partners in the education of their children and it is 
this partnership that propels students to great futures.

It is my hope that you will become involved here at Breeze Hill.  
We have many fantastic committees to volunteer for at Breeze Hill including 
PTA, ELAC, SSC and WatchDogs. Additionally, there will be many family 
activities throughout the year to attend that will be both informational and 

fun! Classroom volunteers are always welcome. Check with your child’s teacher 
about signing up or check with our front desk secretary for information.

This year at Breeze Hill we are launching our second year as an AVID 
Elementary School. If you are not familiar with AVID, I will have some 
informational meetings throughout the year. I hope you will be able to join me 
for Coffee with the Principal during the school year.

I am also thrilled to begin our journey in Personalized Learning this year. 
We will open a Maker Space where student will explore designing models to 
enhance their learning in the classroom. Students will also work to solve real 
world problems and begin to explore the world of college and career. Breeze 
Hill Elementary school is truly a great place to learn and grow!

Welcome to the Breeze Hill family!

Lori Higley
Principal

Breeze Hill Elementary
1111 Melrose Way, Vista, CA 92081 • 760/945-2373 • www.vistausd.org

Principal Laura Smith is extremely proud of Casita Center’s 
distinction as an International Baccalaureate Primary Years 
Program (IBPYP) World School. For 50 years, IB programs have 
gained a reputation for their rigor and high academic standards, 
for preparing students for life in a globalized 21st century, and for 
helping to develop citizens who will create a better, more peaceful 
world. Currently, more than 1,3 million IB students attend 
over 4,500 schools in 147 countries. Casita Center’s incredible 
staff implements IBPYP with a focus on science, technology, 
engineering, arts and math (STEAM). Last spring, Principal 

Smith was named a Hero of Vista and Casita Center was featured in the Vista 
Chamber of Commerce magazine’s summer edition as a school that excels. 

The 2017-18 school year marks Laura Smith’s tenth year as Casita Center’s 
principal and her 27th year in education. In addition to leading Casita, 

Mrs. Smith is involved with the Next Generation Science Standards Early 
Implementers grant. Laura collaborates with educators from 8 districts 
and 2 charters across the state of California to build a model K-8 NGSS 
implementation plan with support from West Ed and K-12 Alliance. Prior to 
going into administration, Mrs. Smith taught middle school for 16 years, all in 
Vista Unified. 

In addition to being an educator, Principal Smith is an avid traveler. She has 
a deep appreciation for the people of the world and enjoys experiencing their 
cultures. Her husband has dual citizenship (US/Australian) and so does her 
grandson (US/French). Recently, Mrs. Smith and her husband toured Iceland. 
One of her most memorable travels was teaching English in China with her 
father. When she’s not working or traveling, Mrs. Smith enjoys cooking, biking, 
yoga, and going to the beach. She is an active person who gains a lot of energy 
when surrounded by positive people.

Laura Smith
Principal

Casita Center Elementary
260 Cedar Rd., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/724-8442 • www.vistausd.org

California Avenue
215 W. California Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/630-4870 • www.vistausd.org

Empresa Elementary
4850 Avenida Empresa, Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/940-8454 • www.vistausd.org

http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
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Krista Berntsen is thrilled to be serving her 4th year as 
principal of Lake Elementary School. She came to Vista Unified 
six years ago after teaching elementary and middle school 
for eleven years. Krista served in Curriculum and Instruction 
as a teacher on special assignment and Coordinator in Vista 
Unified. Krista earned her BA in Communications and Spanish, 
her teaching credential, then later, her MA in Educational 
Leadership. 

Krista loves reading, Jazzercise, watching football and spending time with 
friends and family. Krista loves working with students, staff and parents as a 
listener and servant leader. Krista is honored to be able to lead Lake’s learning 
community to our vision of inspiring students through personalized learning to 
dive into the unknown with creativity and perseverance.

Krista Berntsen
Principal

Hello, Vista community. I would like to introduce myself to 
you. My Name is Tracy Zachry, and I am the very proud principal 
of Hannalei Elementary School. I am a mother of three children 
all who attend or have attended Vista schools.

I began my career in the Temecula Valley Unified School 
District where I taught a variety of grade levels after receiving 
my bachelor’s degree from San Diego State University. In 1998 
I moved to the Vista Unified School District and taught second 
and third grade for two years. I then became a literacy coach 
and coordinator of programs for the next four years at Grapevine 

Elementary School. During that time I received my master’s degree at Cal State 
San Marcos.

Upon completion of my degree and administrative credential, I became 
the assistant principal at Grapevine for three years. The following year I was 
offered the position as principal of Crestview Elementary School and remained 
there until 2011.

Upon the closure of Crestview Elementary School in June of 2011, I became 
principal of Hannalei Elementary School, where I am now entering my seventh 
year.  I have been in education for 28 years, and have enjoyed every moment. 
I am proud to be part of the educational community, and especially enjoy 
watching children learn, discover, and have fun.

Equally so, I love supporting families and helping them work through the 
educational process. It is my hope that if your child attends Hannalei Elementary School 
they too will discover the love of learning, along with a bit of fun! My focus is always the 
whole child supporting them academically as well as socially and emotionally.

We have a very experienced and caring staff, the majority of whom have 
been at Hannalei since it opened in September of 2003. Hannalei Elementary 
School is a welcoming school where Character Counts!

We live ALOHA: Academics, Leadership, Opportunity, Honor&respect, 
Accountablility. Mahalo.

Tracy Zachry
Principal

The proud principal at Foothill Oak, Sandra Ceja, is thrilled to 
launch an amazing new school year! Teachers are implementing 
new Social-Emotional programs, including the Leader in Me 
and Yale RULER while students are also enjoying Learning 
Labs: STEM, Wellness, Visual/Performing Arts, Leadership and 
Library-Media Skills. Mrs. Ceja is revitalized every day by her 
dedicated and professional staff that who are committed to 
serving our community and living our values of trust, respect and 
collaboration.

As a passionate advocate for equity and excellence, 
Mrs. Ceja has expertise in curriculum, instruction and assessment with a focus 
on English learners and students with special needs. She has been appointed to 
serve on several advisory panels for the State Board and California Department 
of Education and the Commission for Teacher Credentialing. She brings a wide 
variety of experience as a teacher, reading specialist and administrator in 
grades K–university levels.

Sandra Ceja
Principal

Hannalei Elementary
120 Hannalei Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/631-6248 • www.vistausd.org

My name is Rafael Olavide, and I am the proud principal of 
Grapevine Elementary! I was born and raised in Madrid, Spain. In 
1990 I worked as an English language development coordinator 
at a summer school, where I also met my future American wife, 
Debbie. Two years later we got married, and in 1993 I moved to 
the United States.

I attended USD to validate my studies from Spain, and also 
worked in the Encinitas School District as an instructional 
assistant, reading intervention teacher, and in various leadership 
roles and capacities. In 1999 I started teaching in a combo 

class at Grapevine Elementary, where I was given leadership roles as parent 
coordinator, leadership teams, and others. 

In 2003 I moved to Temple Heights as founding faculty, where I taught in 
the upper grades and also served in different leadership roles. During this 

time I obtained both my master’s degree in biliteracy from CSUSM and my 
administrative credential through National University. VUSD provided me with 
many leadership opportunities, as I served on a variety of district committees 
and task forces. In 2012–2013 I was hired as principal at Grapevine Elementary.

This marks the 24th year since I moved to the United States, where I proudly 
became a United States citizen in 2006. I have an amazing family: my wife, 
Debbie, who teaches in the Oceanside School District, and our two amazing 
children. Victoria is entering her third year in college, and Michael is a senior 
in high school. Soccer, biking, reading, and cooking are my other passions, and 
my wife says I make the best paella!

I am honored to be the principal of such a distinguished school. This year, 
with the support of Assistant Principal Lisa Maguire, we will continue our 
commitment to Grapevine students, focusing on their strengths, interests, and 
academic and social-emotional needs.

Rafael Olavide
Principal

Grapevine Elementary
630 Grapevine Rd., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-8329 • www.vistausd.org

Foothill Oak Elementary
1370 Oak Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-3458 • www.vistausd.org

Lake Elementary
4950 Lake Blvd., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/945-5300 • www.vistausd.org

http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com


Covering the Vista Unified school district September / OctOber 2017  9

I am very excited to begin my fifth year as the proud principal 
of Mission Meadows Elementary School, a school known for its 
inclusive “heart”, where students are allowed to be their authentic 
self in a safe learning environment. This year, we continue our 
“Restorative Practice” social/emotional journey to build and 
sustain positive relationships school-wide by “Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts.” I look forward to being on campus each day to help build 
and sustain positive and trusting relationships with students, 
teachers, and parents, in support of and in service to learning. I 
have been in education for over 26 years as a classroom teacher 

and administrator. In the classroom, I taught special education, 2nd, 4th, 
and 5th grade.

On a more personal note, I have been married to my beautiful wife Monica 
for 31 years, and we have three adult sons who are all successful products 
of the public school system. Our son Colin, is a 2nd Lt. in the United States 
Marine Corps (USMC), and a graduate of UCSD. He currently is stationed 
in Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. Our son Keegan, aka “Brother Columba”, 
is studying to be a priest at Mount Angel Abbey located in Oregon, and is a 
graduate of Northern Arizona University (NAU). Our youngest son Conor, who 
resides in San Diego, is a recent graduate from the University of Kansas (KU) 
and is currently looking for his first “real” job. Please come visit us at Mission 
Meadows, where we continue to learn and grow together as a professional 
learning community. We are the Mission Meadows Mustangs!

Dr. Bill Porter
Principal

Nicole Miller is excited to being her fourth year as the principal 
of Mission Vista High School. She joined the faculty in January 
2015 after serving for eight years as an assistant principal 
at Fallbrook High School, where she worked in the areas of 
counseling, attendance, curriculum and instruction, data and 
assessments, and professional development. She also served as 
the district professional development coordinator for the Essential 
Elements of Instruction. Mrs. Miller also had the opportunity to 
oversee the WASC Accreditation Process, the Beginning Teacher 
Support and Assessment Program, the Single Plan for Student 
Achievement, and a tutorial support program for students.

Prior to administration, Mrs. Miller taught English outside Chicago and 
in Fallbrook and served as the GATE Coordinator, Department Chair, and 

AVID Coordinator as well as a Teacher on Special Assignment for professional 
development and curriculum and instruction. Before working in California, she 
taught at an Illinois magnet school for the performing after graduating from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Mrs. Miller is proud to be serving at Mission Vista High School and looks 
forward to an exciting and productive 2017–18 school year. MVHS faculty and 
staff will be concentrating on developing diverse and unique pathways for 
students at our dual magnet high school and will be creating a new capstone 
course to personalize learning for students as they complete a pathway. We 
continue to strive for our vision – to be the model of educational excellence 
through diversity, innovation, and growth – and our mission - to empower 
students to be self-directed, creative, and critical thinkers who persevere to 
positively impact the interconnected world.

Nicole Miller
Principal

Mission Vista High School
1306 Melrose Dr., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/758-6800 • www.vistausd.org

Mission Meadows Elementary
5657 Spur Ave., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/630-7884 • www.vistausd.org

Steven Bailey currently serves as Principal of Madison Middle 
School in The Vista Unified School District. He just moved to 
Carlsbad in May with his wife Angela and two daughters Rowan 
and Savannah.  He began his career as a teacher because of 
his deep desire to impact children’s lives.  Steven Bailey was 
a high school teacher, a middle school assistant principal and 
is currently in his fourth year as a middle school principal and 
first year at Madison. Steven received a Masters of Arts degree 
in Educational Leadership from San Diego State University, 

a Masters of Science degree in Special Education from National University 
and his Bachelors degree from San Diego State University.  In the middle of 
his second decade of work in education, he identifies that today is the most 
transformative, innovative, and important time for teaching and learning.  
He strongly supports and promotes learning through exploration and design 
thinking with a focus on students strengths, interests and values.  Steven 
Bailey is focused and dedicated in helping a new generation of students and 
their teachers infuse these skills within a blended and personalized classroom 
of the future.  

Steven Bailey
Principal

Madison Middle School
4930 Lake Blvd., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/940-0176 • www.vistausd.org

Happy School Year! Returning to Maryland Elementary for 
my 5th year as principal, I am Carol McKane. Maryland teachers 
and I work hard to provide unique opportunities for our students. 
This year we opened our Mako Collaboratory, a STEM based 
lab designed to introduce our students to engineering, coding, 
and other technological activities! Teachers will develop science 
lessons aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards. 

My husband and I celebrated our first anniversary this summer 
with a trip to see the Hearst Castle also known as the Grande 

House. After that trip, I came to the realization about the type of person I am. I 
have the ability to put myself in the shoes of other people. Working at Maryland 
is an enjoyable experience for me because I work to understand the needs of our 
students and their families and help find solutions.

I am now a ‘Gramma’, a role that I cherish. We have two grandsons, Cohen 
is 18 months old and a little charmer; Nolan is our 7 week old little darling, 
known as my ‘little moose’. People are right when they say ‘it is different being a 
grandparent’. These two little ones bring us such great joy! 

I look forward to rewarding school year! Carol McKane
Principal

Maryland Elementary
700 North Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/631-6675 • www.vistausd.org

http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
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Hi! My name is Mike Sterner, and I am excited to be a principal 
in the Vista Unified School District, and at Major General Murray 
High School. I have been a principal/assistant principal at high 
schools for the last fourteen years, and enjoy working with students 
to get them graduated! I was a Social Science teacher for seven 
years prior to being a principal, and a basketball coach. 

In my career before teaching, I was a professional basketball player for six 
years, and played professionally in thirteen countries around the world. I am 
married to my wife Dina, and have two kids, Luke and Jordan. It is an honor to 
work in this district, and being given the opportunity to help students graduate. 
Have a great day!

Mike Sterner
Principal

This is going to be the best year ever at Monte Vista! I’m 
Charlene Smith, and I am fortunate to say this is my sixth year 
as the principal of Monte Vista: Where Leaders Grow: College, 
Career, Life. I cultivate a philosophy of servant leadership as 
I truly believe that I am here to serve the students, staff and 
parents. I am passionate about developing students’ social/
emotional strengths. As such, we have brought several initiatives 
to facilitate this development, like The Leader in Me and No 
Excuses University. Collectively, our staff has reimagined our 
school culture to develop our students as college bound leaders. 

Students have voice and choice in the school activities, environment, and our 
community. Student leadership has become a driving force which translates in 
the classroom as students take control of their learning journeys in our shift to 

personalized learning. This year we adopted Challenge Based Learning as our 
learning engine, where classes focus on a big idea, asking essential questions, 
and solve challenges of all sizes to make a difference in our global society. As 
members of the exclusive No Excuses University, all students develop college 
knowledge and pride in their adopted class college as they learn to see college 
as an option for their futures. We are paving new paths for all students to have 
better futures. 

As an experienced educator, I know what it takes to set students up for 
success! I have called VUSD my home for 22 years. My children are also 
members of the VUSD family, with my two youngest in their sophomore and 
junior years at VHS. 

I am looking forward to an exciting year full of new learning opportunities! 
Stop by Monte Vista to check out all the great things happening here!

Charlene Smith
Principal

Principal Chuck Schindler begins his sixth year at the helm 
of Rancho Buena Vista High School (RBV). He was a high school 
principal in San Bernardino before moving to RBV. Chuck 
graduated from Humboldt State University with a BS degree 
and then from CSU San Bernardino with a Master’s degree in 
Educational Administration. He has two grown children, Joshua 
and Liesl, and enjoys spending time at the beach and traveling. 
Chuck feels fortunate to be able to lead a great school at RBV 
with a supportive and caring school community.

RBV is focused on being a World School that supports 
Personalized Learning through our strong AP/IB, CTE and Arts program. RBV 

has a Robotics program and an expanded AP Computer Science program this 
year. We have many more programs to support all students being successful and 
meeting the Principal’s three goals for all students: Be in class on time every 
day; earn all class credits with a ‘C’ or better; and graduate on time ready for 
college and career. We continue to have our Parent Center on campus to provide 
all parents access to computers, printers and information about RBV, College 
and Parent Organizations. 

Students have the opportunity to participate in many clubs and athletic 
teams on campus. We continue to build great spirit and support great traditions 
for all Longhorns and we are looking forward to an exciting and productive 
year, academically and athletically, at RBV!

Chuck Schindler
Principal

Stephanie Vasquez is Olive’s principal. She joined the Vista 
Unified team in 2014 and has served in education for the past 19 
years, including 11 years as site administrator. She holds a BA 
in liberal studies from California State University, Fullerton; an 
MA in curriculum and instruction from Grand Canyon University 
of Arizona, and an administration service credential through 
the University of California, Irvine. She became an elementary 
teacher in 1998.

Mrs. Vasquez proudly leads the school into its second year as a 
Personalized Learning Challenge School within the district. Olive 
Elementary is poised to be a Montessori Inspired Public School; 

we’re committed to their promise to inspire and nurture the whole child within 
a thoughtful community where “Kids Think Big, Turning Ideas into Reality.”

Within the district, Mrs. Vasquez serves as an active member of the Multi-
Tiered Systems of Supports Team (MTSS) and the Data Measurement and 

Monitoring Steering Committee. To ensure high-quality learning and lay a 
strong foundation for future learning for every child, Mrs. Vasquez serves as a 
member of the district’s P–3 Focus Group, which promotes proactive supports 
in early-childhood education. In October, Mrs. Vasquez and her team will 
proudly partner with Educational Enrichment Systems (EES) in opening a new 
Innovation Preschool, located next door to us at the Vista Innovation Center. 
The preschool will serve 2-through-4-year-olds and their parents. 

Mrs. Vasquez’s highest priorities are getting to know all students and 
families, listening attentively, and creating a safe environment for learning. 
With her caring, dedicated staff, she inspires every student to persevere as a 
critical thinker who collaborates to solve real-world problems.

Mrs. Vasquez is married to her high school sweetheart. They have two 
children, ages 22 and 25. They enjoy time together as a family, biking, playing 
tennis, and sailing.

Stephanie 
Vasquez
Principal

Monte Vista Elementary
1720 Monte Vista Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-0410 • www.vistausd.org

Murray High School
215 N. Melrose, Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-2502 • www.vistausd.org

Olive Elementary
836 Olive Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/724-7129 • www.vistausd.org

Rancho Buena Vista High School
1601 Longhorn Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/727-7284 • www.vistausd.org

http://www.vistausd.org
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I am both thrilled and honored to be the new Principal at 
Roosevelt Middle School! For the past 21 years, Vista Unified 
has been my home. I was fortunate to spend over two decades at 
Rancho Buena Vista High School as an English teacher, Honors/
AP/IB Coordinator, and Assistant Principal, and it is my privilege 
to now bring my experience to the middle school. As a mother 
of two boys (one 8th grader and one 10th grader), I know how 
important it is to support each child’s emotional, social, and 
academic development. I am committed to fostering a positive 
and cooperative school climate in which all students can thrive. 

This starts with building trust and respect. The students, staff, parents, and 
community at Roosevelt have welcomed me with open arms and positive 
energy, and it has been a pleasure getting to know Roosevelt’s rich culture and 

unique spirit. At RMS, we believe in putting students at the center of all we do. 
Our learning focus is to provide cross-curricular, student-driven, personalized 
learning experiences that are deeply engaging, highly relevant, and rigorous. 
Our goal is to allow all students to pursue their strengths, interests, and 
values as we prepare them to enter the next phase of their learning. We have 
P.R.I.D.E. in our students, school, and community. We value Personal Learning, 
Relationships, Ingenuity, Development of character, and Exploration. We are 
committed to providing every student with the opportunity to experience, 
inquire, create, and reflect through artful expression. To this end, we are 
proud that this year we are becoming one of only 17 schools in 8 states across 
the nation to implement Artful Learning. Check out our RMS website for more 
information and updates on this exciting endeavor! We are looking forward to a 
spectacular year!

Heather Golly
Principal

Juan Ayala is a lifelong Vista resident, and he’s so proud of 
working in so many areas of our education system!

Mr. Ayala attended Grapevine Elementary, did his 
undergraduate work at La Sierra University in Riverside, and 
earned his master’s degree at Cal State, San Marcos. 

He spent 14 years of his career in education in the classroom: two years 
with the juvenile court system and the community schools, three years as a 
PE teacher in San Marcos Unified and nine years as a PE teacher at Rancho 
Minerva.

After two years as assistant principal at Rancho Minerva,  
Mr. Ayala has stepped up to be our principal! Congratulations, Mr. Ayala!

Juan Ayala
Principal

Kim Morton is proud to be principal at Temple Heights 
Elementary School. She has built a shared vision with staff, 
students and parents to provide a personalized learning path for 
every student. The school is excited to be recognized as an Apple 
Distinguished Program and offers 1:1 iPads in all grades as a tool 
for building 21st century skills.

She started her career in the Vista Unified School District 24 
years ago as a fifth-grade teacher at Casita Center for Technology, 
Science & Math. She transferred to Temple Heights as a third-
grade teacher when it opened in 2003. She is honored to start her 
seventh year as principal at Temple Heights.

Growing up in Fullerton, Kim graduated from Sunny Hills High School with 
an International Baccalaureate diploma. She moved to San Diego, where she 

attended the University of California, San Diego. During college, she studied 
psychology, ran on the track team, and spent her spare time tutoring students. 
She received her teaching credential and went on to earn a master’s degree in 
teaching and learning with an emphasis on technology.

Kim loves to travel. She met her husband, Ben, on an airplane while 
returning from a trip to Cabo San Lucas. She has sailed in Croatia, whitewater 
rafted in Costa Rica, and run a marathon in Ireland. Her family owns a cottage 
on Lake Huron, where she spends time every summer fishing, hiking, and 
enjoying family fun.

Kim is excited to move Temple Heights forward with its focus on 
personalized learning and Vista’s vision of being the model of educational 
excellence and innovation.

Kim Morton
Principal

This is my sixth year as principal of Vista Academy. Prior to 
joining the Bulldog team, I was a 13-year veteran of Carlsbad 
Unified School District, having spent six years teaching and 
seven in administration. I married my high school sweetheart, 
Chris, and we recently celebrated our 20th wedding anniversary. 
We are blessed with two wonderful children, Davis, 16, and 
Holland, 14 who attend Carlsbad High School. Rounding out our 
family is a 75 pound American Bulldog/Ridgeback named Louie. 
I enjoy staying busy by spending time with my family, exercising 
(my husband and I are co-owners of 2 CrossFit Gyms) and I have 
recently become an independent consultant for Rodan and Fields 
skin care.

We are thrilled by out 2016 honors from the State of California: “Gold 
Ribbon,” “Title I High Academic Achievement,” and “Excellence in the Arts.” In 
addition, this last Spring, we were authorized as an International Baccalaureate 
World School. These accolades are moving us toward our vision to be the model 
of educational excellence through innovative arts integration and intercultural 
understanding.

I look forward to sharing our many successes throughout the year. For more 
information on our school, please visit our website, 
http://www.vapa.vistausd.org/ and follow us on Twitter, @VistaAVPA.

Catina Hancock
Principal

Temple Heights Elementary
1550 Temple Heights Dr., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/631-6242 • www.vistausd.org

Vista Academy of Visual & Performing Arts
600 N. Santa Fe Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/941-0880 • www.vistausd.org

Rancho Minerva Middle School
2245 Foothill Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-4500 • www.vistausd.org

Roosevelt Middle School
850 Sagewood Dr., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/726-8003 • www.vistausd.org

http://www.vapa.vistausd.org/
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Michele Ward joined VIDA as Assistant Principal in the fall of 
2016 and is currently serving as Co-Principal on an interim basis. 
Mrs. Ward was drawn to VIDA’s focus on innovative teaching 
techniques and design-thinking process. Previously, Mrs. Ward 
taught for thirteen years in both the New Haven Unified School 
District and Carlsbad Unified School District. While at Carlsbad, 
Mrs. Ward was an administrative designee for two years and 
was named Teacher of the Year at Calavera Elementary School 
in 2013. Mrs. Ward also participated in the California Teachers 
Association’s Institute for Teaching Think Tank. At Carlsbad, 
Mrs. Ward took a leading role in professional development, 

serving as a technology site coach and training fellow teachers in various 
programs, including Genius Hour and Achieve 3000. Mrs. Ward has focused on 
supporting both ELD and SPED populations. VIDA marks an exciting change 
as it is Mrs. Ward’s first experience working on a middle school campus. In her 

spare time, Mrs. Ward enjoys traveling; she has visited four continents so far 
and is hoping to travel to South America next summer. Mrs. Ward’s children 
attend Carlsbad High School.

Dr. Eric Chagala is very excited about his 18th year in the 
Vista Unified School District and to have worked alongside 
amazing educators to open Vista’s newest magnet school, Vista 
Innovation & Design Academy (VIDA)!

Eric is passionate about students being connected to the school 
community and persevering through challenging times. His 
doctoral research focused on the academic resiliency of students.

When not at school or working on school business, Eric enjoys 
spending time with his family. Eric’s wife teaches literature and 

writing at the university level, and his two elementary-aged daughters are less 
than a year apart in age. Eric also enjoys golfing poorly and developing his own 
personal creativity. Follow Eric’s professional feed on Twitter: @drchagala

Dr. Eric Chagala
Co-Principal

Michelle 
Tsutagawa-Ward

Co-Principal

Steve Post is a north county San Diego native who has been an 
educator in the Vista Unified School District for fourteen years. 
Steve began his career as an 8th grade science and AVID teacher 
at Vista Academy in 2004, then became a founding faculty 
member of Mission Vista High School where he helped design 
curriculum, school culture, and course offerings prior to the 
school’s opening in 2009. At Mission Vista, Steve taught Biology 
and Medical Science while he served as AVID Coordinator, 
Science Department Chair, and WASC Coordinator. After earning 
his administration credential, Steve became the Assistant 
Principal of Vista Magnet Middle School in 2013 where he found a 

natural fit for his interests and strengths in school leadership. Steve is proud to 
have led Vista Magnet’s successful STEM magnet curriculum and International 
Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme, and is even prouder to have been 
named the new principal of Vista Magnet for the 2017-2018 school year. Steve 
places great value on high expectations for all students’ academic, behavioral, 
and social growth, and works hard to ensure all students feel safe and a true 
sense of belonging at Vista Magnet. Steve has been married for twelve years 
and has three children of his own, ages ten, eight, and five. In his free time he 
enjoys coaching his children’s sports teams, exploring nature, and traveling 
with his wife and family.

Steve Post
Principal

Vista Magnet Middle School
151 Escondido Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-5766 • www.vistausd.org

Mr. Anthony Barela is in his fourth year as the principal at 
Vista High School. He is very proud of Vista High School being 
designated an XQ Super School (the XQ award  is a $10 million 
dollar competitive award established to transform American high 
schools). As a Super School, VHS was selected from over 700 
national applicants and was one of the top 10 in the nation. 

This is his fifth year in the Vista Unified School district, having 
served as the principal at Roosevelt Middle School in 2013-2014. 
Prior to moving to the Vista Unified School District, Mr. Barela 
worked in the San Marcos Unified School District for five years, 

serving as a principal at Paloma Elementary School for two years and as an 
assistant principal at Mission Hills High School for three years. Both schools 
were California Distinguished Schools.

Mr. Barela earned his Bachelor of Science degree in cellular and molecular 
biology from Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado. He earned his 
Master’s Degree from California State University, San Marcos, in educational 
administration.

Mr. Barela lives in Vista with Erin, his wife of 15 years. Mrs. Barela is a 
Vista native and was part of the first class at Rancho Buena Vista High School. 
She is a graduate of California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo. 
They have four children—Dominic, Michaelis, Gianna and Jude—all of whom 
attend schools in Vista. They enjoy spending time together in the community 
and serving their church.  Mr. Barela is honored to be part of the amazing Vista 
High School staff and proud to be a Panther.

Anthony Barela
Principal

Vista High School
1 Panther Way, Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-5611 • www.vistausd.org

Mr. Chris Altona is in his 17th year as principal and Special 
Education supervisor at Vista Adult Transition Center (formerly 
Sierra Vista High School). He has been with Vista Unified School 
District since 1989, serving as a resource specialist at Olive, 
Crestview, and Breeze Hill Elementary Schools and the Vista 
Academy of Visual and Performing Arts. He then served as the 
assistant principal at Alamosa Park and Beaumont Elementary 
Schools. In all, he has been a public educator for 33 years.

Mr. Altona began his career as a first-grade teacher at Lassen 
Elementary School in the San Fernando Valley. A native of 

San Diego, he returned to the county and worked briefly as a substitute and at a 
non-public school before joining Vista Unified School District.

Chris earned his bachelor’s degree in psychology and his Special Education 
credential at San Diego State University, his multiple-subject teaching 
credential at California State University, Northridge, and his master’s degree in 
education administration at National University.

Mr. Altona lives in Leucadia with Lyn, his wife of eight years, who is a 
certified public accountant. He has traveled extensively with family and 
individually, is an avid bodysurfer, and holds a second-degree black belt in 
judo. He has high school junior son and two step-daughters, one residing in 
San Francisco, majoring in Art Therapy, the other recently married and just 
starting her juris doctorate work at UC Irvine.

Chris Altona
Principal

Vista Adult Transition Center
325 E. Bobier Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/758-3400 • www.vistausd.org

VIDA Vista Innovation & Design Academy
740 Olive Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-7115 • www.vistausd.org

http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.vistausd.org
http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Christina’s Book Review

These Happy Golden Years
These Happy Golden Years is 

the 8th book of the series. The story 
is based on the diaries of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder. It tells the story of 
Laura transitioning from a teenager 
to a young bright lady and having 
the responsibility of being a teacher. 
However, the school she must teach 
at is very far from her house so she 

has to stay with Mr. Brewster, a settler. When 
Laura arrives to the Brewster’s house she feels 
unwelcomed because their family is so drastically 
different from her own. Mrs. Brewster is a very 
unhappy woman who deeply resents having to live 
in that area. Mrs. Brewster dislikes that Laura has to stay with them and is so 
unpleasant to her that Laura counts the days she has left until the school is over 
and she can leave. Laura is having a hard time adjusting at school too, feeling 
that her students don’t respect her because they see her as too lenient. Laura 
feels very lonely and insecure. But little by little Laura starts making friends, 
feeling warm inside in the freezing cold. Eventually Laura begins having a 
courtship with a young man that she likes, having little pleasant daily routines 
like horse buggy riding and such to enjoy together. Things start to look better 
for Laura. If you want to know what happens next, you must read the book. 

I liked this book, even though it was a little sad at the beginning, when 
Laura, despite being miserable and unhappy, continues doing what she is doing 
in order to earn enough money to allow her blind sister Mary to stay in college 
for the visually impaired. I was glad to read that Laura’s persistence paid off in 
the end. I give this book 4 out of 5 stars, with 5 being the best.

Christina J. is an 8th grader. Christina is a hard-working student who did a community service 
project “Quilts for the cold” last school year. She is an avid reader, who enjoys some peace and 
quiet with a good book about some great adventure. Christina is a young author herself. In 
5th grade she wrote a book Melody’s Stories: I Am a Spy Now, published by Studentreasures 
Publishing (PIN #3582798).

Christina J.

Courtney’s Book Review

Exciting Quest
Sea of Monsters by Rick Riordan.
Exciting times with Percy 

Jackson as he goes on a quest to 
find the golden fleece, in hopes to 
save talia’s tree that protects Camp 
half blood. Percy also wants to save 
his best friend Grover that is stuck with a giant Cyclops called 
Polyphemus. Grover is wearing a wedding dress and a fake 
eyeball to pretend to be a cyclop, so Polyphemus won’t eat him. 

This book keeps you reading to find out what is going to happen next. Enjoy!
I would rate this book as a five star book.

Courtney likes to play softball, football, and volleyball. She also draws, sews and sings on the 
worship team at her church. She will rate the books 1 to 5 with 5 being the highest.

Courtney M.

Isabella’s Book Review

Adventure and Fun
The book Jeremy Fink and the 

Meaning of Life by Wendy Mass is 
about a 13 year old living in Manhattan 
with his mom and his friend Lizzy. 
Together, they convinced the mailman 
to give them a package. Inside, they 
find a letter and a box. The letter 
indicated that the box once had keys 
that were now lost. They decide to set 

out to find the keys. In the process, they sneak into a 
business and vandalize it. A policeman makes them 
do community service, as punishment they have to deliver packages. They ride 
around the city delivering antiques to the people who had once pawned those 
items. Almost all was planned by his dead dad

The friends must now do this the entire summer. Will they find the keys 
before Jeremy’s birthday? Or ever?

I give this book 4 stars because it is full of fun and adventure.

Isabella is a 6th grader who loves to read, write, volleyball and plans on becoming an author of 
children’s books. She rates books 1-5 stars with 5 being the best.

Isabella A.

Jenna’s Review 

Cry, Heart, But Never Break
Author: Glenn Ringtved
Have you ever lost something or 

someone? Were you sad? 
In a small house, four children lived 

with their beloved grandma. Every 
night, there was a visitor whose name 
is Death. The children knew Death had 
come for their grandma. Death’s only 
friend is night, so the children made a 
plan quickly to keep Death away from 

their grandma by giving him coffee all through the 
night. The youngest child asked why their grandma 
had to die. Death started telling a story about two 
brothers, named Sorrow and Grief and two sisters, named Joy and Delight. 
One day, the brothers and the sisters met together. They were in love with each 
other so much when the time came to die, Grief and Joy died on the same day 
and so did Sorrow and Delight. Death asked, “Who would enjoy the sun if it 
never rained? Who would yearn for day if there were no night?” At last, Death 
stood up. I chose this book because it is a sad story but also gives you comfort.

Jenna is a second grader. She likes reading books and her parents reading books to her. Besides 
reading, she also likes art, dance and soccer.

 
Jenna C.
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Novelist 
Word Search Contest

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 

email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put Vista in the subject line)

Rules!

Entries must be received by October 30, 2017
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a GAZUMP card/dice game - fun for all ages!

COMPUTER  
EDITOR
IPAD    
SPELLCHECK
PRINTER   
PUBLISHER
NOTEPAD  

READERS
PENCIL   
IDEAS
PEN    
BROWSER
GOOGLE   
INTERNET

BING   
ASPIRIN
KEYBOARD  
TELEPHONE
WIFI    
IMAGINATION
TELEPHONE

Keira’s Book Nook

A Page Turner
Joplin, Wishing by Diane Stanley 

is an extraordinary page turner! It 
really makes you feel like you are 
there with the characters. This 
fantasy novel is about a 12 year 
old girl named Joplin who finds an 
antique platter with a picture of a girl 
at a pond and wishes she could be her 
friend. The next day Joplin sees a girl 
in the garden. When she goes to say 

hello, she learns that the girl, Sofie, is new to the 
neighborhood. Curiously, when Joplin goes back to 
her room the girl in the platter is gone! When Joplin 
discovers everything Sofie has been through, she 
comes to the conclusion that she must help her. Later when Sofie meets Joplin’s 
mom, they think they recognize each other which made me think, “Is there a 
story behind this?” You’ll just have to read the book to find out! I give this book 
5 out of 5 apples.

Keira F. is a sixth grader. In addition to her love of books, she enjoys art, crafts, traveling and 
playing with her cats. She rates books from 1 to 5 apples with 5 being the highest.

Keira

Lucy’s Book Review

The Only Road
Author: Alexandra Diaz
Life in Jaime’s small Guatemalan 

village is pretty peaceful, excluding one 
group: the Alphas. Drug dealers that 
ask for ‘favors’ and new recruits. If you 
refuse, you die. So when Jaime’s beloved 
cousin, Miguel, is murdered for that very 
reason, the whole family is devastated. And the death comes with 
something else: a request for Jamie and Miguel’s sister Angela to 
join them.

The only way Angela and Jamie can escape is to leave Guatemala, and that 
might be harder than it seems. Train hopping, refugee churches, immigration 
officials, and lost dogs are all part of their journey, and hopefully they can make 
it to the other side. The U.S. is promising safety, but the road to get there isn’t.

I really enjoyed this book. It talks about serious topics while still keeping the 
mood as light as possible. Five of five stars are well earned in this wonderful 
story.

Lucy is a 6th grade student. When she isn’timmersed in a book, she loves musical theater, ballet, 
and singing. She enjoys stretching her imagination by writing short stories of her own. Lucy will 
rate the books 1 to 5 bookworms with 5 being the best.

Lucy Davis

mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28
Gates open for pre-movie activities at 6:00 pm

Movie at 7:30 pm

Halloween Weekend
Family Movie Night!

Bring the family to the Moonlight Amphitheatre to experience 
the Disney classic movie Hocus Pocus, starring Bette Midler, 

Sarah Jessica Parker, and Kathy Najimy! We will have pre-movie 
activities for the kids including face painting and more! 

Come on out to The Moonlight and celebrate Halloween!
 Order tickets in advance at moonlightpresents.com or on the night 

of the movie at the Amphitheatre box office starting at 5:30 pm. 
Order by phone at 760.724.2110.

Sponsored by

Produced by

Book Review by Abbas

A Creepy and Fun Read
Lockwood & Co. by 

Jonathan Stroud is a 
novel about teen psychic 
agents, Lucy Carlyle, 
George Cubbins and 
their leader Anthony 
Lockwood. Together they 
run the smallest ghost-
fighting agency in London, 
Lockwood and Co. There 

is an increased outbreak of ghosts in 
England known as The Problem which is 
where Lockwood & Co. comes in to help, 
with each member using their talents 
such as listening to ghost activity and 
seeing ghosts in plain sight. After they are 
offered a ghost hunting job in one of the 
most haunted places in London, Lockwood 
and Co. must work together to fight a fearsome ghost. Will they survive the 
night and work together? 

This book was filled with many twists and unexpected sharp endings. I give 
this creepy tale 5 smiley faces.

Abbas D. is a fifth grade student who enjoys cooking in his free time, swimming and loves 
roasted marshmallows. Abbas will rate the books 1 to 5 smiley faces with 5 being the best.

 
Abbas D.

Book Review By Katrina

Captivating Read
Born Wicked by Jessica 

Spotswood is the first in a 
series about a trio of sisters 
named Cate, Maura and Tess. 
Living in a world where their 
roles in the world are rigidly 
controlled by a group known 
as the Brotherhood, the 
Cahill sisters must strive to 
stay under the radar of these 

powerful men or risk being shipped off to 
asylums as witches. However, the fact they 
actually are witches puts them at a greater 
risk than anyone else. Eldest sister Cate 
takes up the role of leader for her motherless 
sisters, attempting to protect the three of 
them from being discovered. But when Cate 
comes of age to either marry or join the Sisterhood, what choices and sacrifices 
will she make? This book is absolutely captivating with a Salem Witch Trial feel 
to it and an enchanting plot. With a touch of romance and a dash of magic, this 
book is a must read for all YA lovers. This book was given 5 crescent moons.

Katrina is a tenth grader who loves reading books as much as writing her own stories and enjoys 
watching Anime. Katrina will rate her book reviews from 1 to 5 crescent moons with 5 being the 
best.

 
Katrina D.

http://www.moolightpresents.com
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