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Another school year is beginning with students 
anxiously attending new classes, new teachers, meeting 
new friends, anticipating what lies ahead and getting 
used to a structured schedule. New beginnings are always 
filled with hope and we look forward to publishing the 
excitement from the classrooms. The issues this year will 
be October 12, February 8 and April 12. We rotate our 
home deliveries. If you would like to receive digital copies, 
please email me and I’ll add you to our email list. All of our 
issues are posted on our web site in case you miss one.

Congratulations to Mayor Garcia on his two year anniversary. 
On page 4 you can read about the accomplishments under his 
leadership.

City Auditor, Laura Dowd, has an interesting article on 
page 6 about the Long Beach athletes competing at this 
year’s Olympics. 

Thank you for reading School News.

Neta Madison
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City of Long Beach Office of the Mayor

Great Progress
July 15 marked my two year anniversary 

as Mayor of the city I love, and I want to 
share some of our biggest accomplishments.

When I campaigned and when I took 
office, I promised to focus on four key areas: 
economic development, education, civic 
innovation, and a livable city. I’m proud to 
report we’ve made great progress on all 
four fronts.

On economic development, we have seen unemployment 
drop due a six year low, reaching pre-recession levels. We 
also developed a minimum wage ordinance, saw a gain of 
more than 1,900 new businesses, record tourism of more 
than $300 million, and the creation of Bizport, a website 
that helps new businesses navigate the licensing and 
permitting process.

We’ve made great gains with civic innovation as well. 
The use of technology to enhance civic engagement has 
led to Long Beach being named a Top-Ten Digital City 
for the sixth consecutive year. Other innovations include 
“Inspector Gadget,” which has improved the building 
inspection process, and smart meters for parking and 
water use, which will make parking more convenient and 
help residents conserve water during the ongoing drought. 

Making our city more livable is of course top priority. 
The passage of Measure A will support an investment in 
infrastructure and public safety of approximately $384 
million dollars over a decade. We’ve also implemented 
major changes to street sweeping times, doing away with 
early morning parking restrictions, and the launch of the 
bike share program, providing a new way for residents and 
visitors to get around town. And we’re very excited about 
the San Pedro Bay Ecosystem Restoration Study, which 
will study the possibility of reconfiguring the Long Beach 
Breakwater to enhance wave activity. Long Beach was also 
named a top ten bikeable and walkable city, and the most 
walkable city in Southern California. What great news!

I saved the best for last. To support education, Long 
Beach City College expanded the Long Beach College 
Promise Scholarships to a full year of tuition for LBUSD 
graduates. We also more than doubled the number of 
internships available for local students, from 1,500 when I 
took office to more than 3,100 today. We are moving toward 
universal preschool, with hundreds of new spots created 
for qualified preschoolers. And, several libraries have 
added Sunday hours.

Being mayor of this city I love is the greatest honor I 
could imagine, and I look forward to two more years of 
hard work and progress for Long Beach!

333 West Ocean Blvd., 14th Floor, Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/570-6801 
www.longbeach.gov

Dr. Robert Garcia
Mayor

City of Signal Hill Office of the Mayor

Online Tools
Everyone’s time is valuable and luckily 

today’s technology provides us new tools to 
get tedious chores done in less time. The City 
of signal Hill is happy to provide its residents 
three new online tools that will save them 
time, clutter and money. 

Our new online bill pay option saves 
you time and gives you more flexibility in 
how you pay your bill (water bill, business 

license, citation, etc.). If you have an Internet connection 
and an email address, you can now pay your bill online. 
You are also able to “opt in” to paperless billing and 
receive an email notification when your bill is ready to 
view. It’s fast, it’s easy, and you no longer have to write a 
check each month or send a stamp when it’s time to send 
in your payment.

We are also pleased to announce a new free mobile app 
that is now available for download from the App Store. This 
new app allows you to pay your bills in real-time; pay with 
a credit card, checking account, etc.; sign-up for paperless 
billing; never miss a bill again with Auto Pay; update 
your payment information; view your billing and payment 
history; receive up-to-the-minute account alerts.

The Signal Hill Public Library now offers email and 
text messaging reminders to customers for due dates and 
overdue books. Customers can choose to be notified by 
email or text message. Let the Library know which you 
prefer and make sure they have your most up-to-date 
contact information by visiting them at their temporary 
location in the Community Center (1780 Hill Street). You 
can also call the Library at (562) 989-7324 or email them 
at library2@cityofsignalhill.org to update this information. 

The Community Services Department will provide 
customers this Fall 2016 with a system that allows credit 
card payments and online registration for programs and 
activities 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This system will 
assure every transaction is secure and gives you easier 
access to the programs, camps and special events you 
want and love! 

With the bursts of technological advances we have seen 
over the past five years, it is easier than ever to save time. 
So jump on the online bandwagon and go to our web site to 
to find more information.

2175 Cherry Ave., Signal Hill, CA 90755 • 562/989-7300  
www.cityofsignalhill.org

Lori Woods
Mayor

Please Drive Safely
Students 

are 
Back in School

http://www.longbeach.gov
http://www.cityofsignalhill.org
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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City of Long Beach, City Prosecutor

City Prosecutor Interns Shine
This summer the City Prosecutor’s Office 

took the traditional concept of a summer 
internship program – then supersized it.

Eighteen - yes, eighteen - local college 
students and high school seniors were 
invited to become City Prosecutor Interns, 
giving them a rare, behind-the-scenes look 
at the bustling world of a prosecutor at 
one of the busiest municipal prosecuting 
agencies in the country.

While some internship are designed to give hands-
on experience in a rather specific career path, the City 
Prosecutor Internship was created to go beyond and 
expose students to many law-related careers, while also 
examining the social issues involved in the criminal justice 
system.

The goals of the internship program are three-fold: 
to teach students how the criminal justice system really 
works, including its many challenges; to teach them 
about their home city, Long Beach; and to create a unique 
experience that will expand their views and make them 
more employable when each enters the professional 
workforce.

That last goal, creating an “experience” for interns, is 
the heart and soul of the program. What is learned in a 
classroom is often retained by a student for a short time, 
but practical, real-world experiences are more likely to be 
kept for a lifetime.

For example, City Prosecutor Interns may never become 
criminal prosecutors or even attorneys, but going on a ride-
along with police officers, watching a real murder trial in 
action, and observing as 911 emergency calls are received 
and routed to police and fire personnel are the kind of 

experiences that interns will remember for years, and such 
experiences will give them a larger view of criminal justice 
in their own community.

Interns also performed office duties, took a boat tour 
of the Harbor, received a private tour of a police crime 
laboratory where evidence is examined, visited the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, and participated in 
public events. The highlight for some was hearing the 
stories of judges, prosecutors, and law enforcement officers 
to learn how their jobs are different, but each one critical to 
ensuring justice is preserved in our democracy.

2015 was the first time interns were accepted into the 
City Prosecutor’s Office. The inaugural program coincided 
with the Mayor’s call for more internships as a workforce-
readiness strategy. The growth of the program this year to 
18 interns is notable.

“Supporting these students not only benefits them and 

their families, it strengthens our global competitiveness 
and helps to keep more of our graduates here in Long 
Beach contributing to our city’s economic development 
and cultural life,” said Mayor Robert Garcia about local 
internships.

The City Prosecutor Internship program aligns well with 
the City’s efforts to increase the number of internships 
available to local youth, but it also gives students a deeper 
understanding of important criminal justice concepts. 
It has never been more important than now to educate 
our youth on how the American justice system functions, 
because one day soon it will be entrusted to them and 
become their responsibility.

333 West Ocean Blvd., 2nd Floor, Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/570-5600 • 
www.longbeach.gov

Douglas P. 
Haubert

City Prosecutor

Bottom row left to right: Amir Mason-Bradley, Riley Minkoff, Brenda Perez-Leyva, Marissa Pena, Barany Lach, Carolyn Barker,  
Lance Cotton, Top row left to right: Andrew Ahrens, Sierra Williams, Adonis Rubio, Myles Roach, Ila Oliver, Jack Wilson, Luis Bermejo

http://www.longbeach.gov
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City of Long Beach, City Auditor

Long Beach is Dreaming Gold
I love the Olympics and the American 

pride I feel during this special event! It’s 
great to see how the Olympics brings the 
world together through sports. One of my 
favorite parts about watching these events 
is hearing the inspirational stories of the 
athletes — about their varied upbringings, 
preparation, and the obstacles they faced 
and overcame on their journey to become 

Olympians. It is a great reminder that by setting a goal, 
believing in ourselves, exercising discipline, willingness to 
sacrifice, and having just downright grit — we can achieve 
anything we put our minds to.

In February this year, I had the opportunity to volunteer 
at the Olympic Trials for the marathon that was held 
in Los Angeles. It was very exciting to see the fastest 
marathon runners from all over the country come together 
and compete for the top three male and female spots to 
represent the USA at the Olympics in Rio De Janeiro this 
summer. What made it even more exciting was that the 
female winner was Amy Cragg who was born in Long Beach!

This experience made me think of the many amazing 
Olympic athletes who have come from Long Beach and who 
we are incredibly proud of! Long Beach has much to offer 
in the field of sports – not only do we have great weather 
year round for training and great facilities available but 
we also have many exceptional role model athletes who 
have medaled, won gold and paved the way for our young, 
aspiring athletes to follow.

This year two Olympic athletes going to Rio representing 
the USA are Long Beach Wilson High School graduate 
Tony Azevedo who will be participating on the Men’s USA 
Water Polo Team, and who is the first five-time Olympian in 
U.S water polo history. In addition, Long Beach Poly High 
School graduate Ariana Washington will be competing on 
the Women’s USA Track and Field Team. What an exciting 
time to cheer on these Long Beach athletes as they seek to 
fulfill their dreams and inspire our youth. Go Team USA!

The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of 

their dreams. — Eleanor Roosevelt

333 West Ocean Blvd., 8th Floor, Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/579-6751 • 
www.CityAuditorLauraDoud.com

Laura L Doud
City Auditor

Those Pesky Mosquitos
Yes, it’s mosquito season and 

the Long Beach Department 
of Health and Human Services 
is working hard to keep you 
safe from diseases carried by 
mosquitos such as West Nile Virus 
and Zika. How does this work? 
The Health Department’s Vector Control 
Program (VCP) attacks mosquitoes through 

surveillance, treatment and education. We find where the 
mosquitoes are breeding, treat the locations, and educate 
our residents through health fairs, social media and our 
website to educate and exchange information on mosquito 
breeding and precautions to take.

Addressing these three key areas helps lower the risk of 
our residents of being bitten by mosquitoes and lowers the 
risk for mosquito-borne disease.

This year, we’re all hearing so much about the Zika 
Virus, particularly in light of the Olympics in Brazil this 
summer. What is Zika virus? It’s a mosquito-borne virus 
carried by a certain type of mosquito called the Aedes 
mosquito. These types of mosquitoes have been found 
occasionally in southern California but for now, the City of 
Long Beach has not detected the Aedes mosquito or Zika 
in the City. While most mosquitos are out in the evenings, 
the Aedes mosquito bites during the day. Zika symptoms 

are typically fairly mild. While most 
people have no symptoms, some 
might experience a fever, rash, and 
joint pain. The primary concern 
is for women who are pregnant, 
as Zika has been linked to a birth 
defect called microcephaly which 
is a serious condition in which a 

baby’s head is smaller than normal. If you are pregnant, or 
planning to be, avoid traveling to any area where Zika is 
ongoing and avoid intimate contact with anyone who has 
recently traveled to a place where Zika is established (e.g., 
Mexico, Brazil, Puerto Rico). The CDC provides excellent 
information on Zika, so be sure to visit their website.

How can you protect yourself and those around you from 
mosquitoes? Use the “Four D’s of Mosquito Protection”. This 
means draining all stagnant water from swimming pools, 
planters and fountains, limiting outdoor activity during 
dawn and dusk when most mosquitoes are active, using 
DEET or other approved mosquito repellents, and dressing 
in long sleeves in areas where mosquitoes are active. 

For more information call the Long Beach Vector 
Control Program at (562) 570-4132 or visit our website at 
www.longbeach.gov/health.

2525 Grand Ave., Suite 106, Long Beach, CA 90815  
www.longbeach.gov/health/

Long Beach Department of Health and Human Services

Kelly Colopy
Director

http://www.CityAuditorLauraDoud.com
http://www.longbeach.gov/health
http://www.longbeach.gov/health
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Bone health is important at every age, 
especially when children are still growing. 
The average girl stops growing between 14 
and 15 and the average boy stops between 17 
and 18.

Infants start with a skeleton made largely 
of cartilage that slowly matures into bone 
during development. As children grow, their 
bones have a softer structure, which causes 
their bones to fracture in different ways than 
adults.

Knowing how to keep your child’s bones 
healthy and prevent injuries is important to 
ensuring life-long bone and joint health.

Follow these tips:
• Check that playgrounds have soft material under them.
• On playgrounds, make sure the guardrails are in good  
 condition to help prevent falls.
• Look out for things in play areas that your child might  
 trip on.
• During sports, make sure your child wears the   
 appropriate protective gear that fits snugly.

• Before exercise, ensure your child stretches and   
 warms up properly.
• Fill your child’s diet with foods that offer vitamin D   
 and calcium. The amount of calcium and vitamin D   
 your child needs to maintain healthy bones increases  
 with age.

Growing Bodies Need Expert Pediatric Orthopedic Care
Bones heal differently in children than adults. Because 

kids are constantly growing, they need “specialized 
pediatric orthopedic care” if injured. Going to anyone 
other than a pediatric orthopedic doctor can cause further 
damage to a child’s growing bones.

The Pediatric Orthopedic Center at Miller Children’s 
& Women’s Hospital Long Beach has a team of pediatric 
orthopedic surgeons who specialize in children’s bones and 
growth.

2801 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806 • 800-MEMORIAL 
MillerChildrens.org/Ortho

Emory Chang, M.D.
Pediatric  

Orthopedic Surgeon, 
Pediatric  

Orthopedic Center, 
Miller Children’s & 
Women’s Hospital 

Long Beach

Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach

The Hard Truth About Bones

http://millerchildrens.org/ortho
http://millerchildrens.org/ortho
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Leadership Long Beach
Moving Field Trip
By Christie Stoddart,  
Program Manager - Education Equals Opportunity Too

Thanks to Councilwoman Lena Gonzalez, District 1, 
middle school students filed into the City Hall chambers 
on April 7th for an experience that they will never forget. 
Education Equals Opportunity Too (E=O2), a non-profit 
organization headquartered in downtown Long Beach, 
adopted Washington Middle School’s Female and Male 
Academy’s to positively and measurably impact, motivate, 
and influence the choices of socially and academically 
“at-risk” middle school youth, developing within them a 
connection that “education equals opportunity too”. 

The students’ day consisted of several life changing 
opportunities for engagement with different leaders of the 
community. The program began with speakers, including 
Mayor Robert Garcia, Councilwoman Gonzales, City 
Prosecutor Doug Haubert and City Auditor Laura Doud, 
providing their perspective on how education has shaped 
their lives and careers. Plus, during the lunch sponsored by 
Councilwoman Gonzalez, the students had opportunities to 
interact with those speakers.

The next part of the program had the 60 students called 
one-by-one to be mock interviewed for a job. It was then 
narrowed down to 10 students who were called back for 
a second panel interview. The students were nervous, 
but by the time they had made it to the second interview, 
there was a confidence boost and a heightened sense of 
competition. Ultimately, five students who were “mock-
hired” and were given offers to a paid internship at CDR 
Financial Services, the company owned and operated by 
the Executive Director and President of the Board, Walter 
and Julie Larkins. 

Needless to say, the students were moved by the field 
trip and the day’s program. This is the second year this 
program has been executed with the help of City Hall and 
its employees and with the immeasurable, positive impact it 
has, we hope to continue it.

About Leadership Long Beach: Leadership Long Beach was founded in 
1989 as a civic improvement program that would serve the community 
by educating and motivating leaders on issues important to the future 
and sustainability of our city. www.leadershiplb.org or www.facebook.
com/leadershiplongbeach 743 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90813 
562/997-9194 

Arts Council for Long Beach

Big Dreams In the Big Apple
By Mandy Matthews, Arts Education Associate

In March 2016, the Wilson High School Symphony 
Orchestra represented Long Beach with grace and integrity 
at the Carnegie Hall Festival of Gold. Wilson was one of 
13 schools invited to perform at Carnegie Hall and, for 
most of the students, it was their first time traveling to the 
Big Apple. Students were able to experience performing 
in a prestigious venue where they could easily hear the 
sound of their instrument. The Arts Council is proud of 
the educators and students at Wilson and is honored to 
have supported their trip through the Arts Education 
Enrichment Grant (AEEG). If your school has any exciting 
opportunities for the 2016-17 school year and would like 
to receive an AEEG, applications will be available in 
September.

350 Elm Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/435-2787 
www.artslb.org

Literacy Project Foundation

Phonics and Literacy
By Elsa Embler, Intern

While 57% of students failed the 
California Standards test in English 
in 2007, The Literacy Project (TLP) 
is determined to do something about 
it and it shows in Long Beach! Jane 
Kang, one of the master teachers for TLP, opens up to us 
about the progress of her LB students.

Kang recalls that students like being able to interact 
with their friends while learning in a game format. The 
program utilizes a reading game, co-developed by The 
Regents of the University of California to teach the 
fundamentals of phonics and literacy. “The students were 
excited when they were able to read words they didn’t 
know before,” and almost all of them showed dedication to 
the program. She reflects that her favorite part of teaching 
the program is watching the students enthusiastically 
progress in their phonics skills.

It’s easy to see the positive impact of a program like 
this, especially when students start giving their teachers 
handmade (and hand-written) thank you cards, laden with 
stickers and cat drawings, such as the one Kang received 
from one of her students.

For more information, visit www.literacyprojectfoundation.org.

16SCH151_switch_sanDiegoFamily_8.125x10.375.pdf   1   7/13/16   11:33 AM

Please See Our Ad On the Back Cover

http://www.leadershiplb.org
http://www.facebook.com/leadershiplongbeach
http://www.facebook.com/leadershiplongbeach
http://www.artslb.org
http://www.literacyprojectfoundation.org
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Operation School Bell
By Sharon Denham, Press and PR Chairman

Assistance League® of Long Beach strongly believes in 
Long Beach Unified School District’s uniform policy. We 
are happy to provide new school uniforms to students in 
need through our Operation School Bell® program, which 
is managed by Rick Rackers Auxiliary. In the 2015-2016 
school year we provided new school uniforms to nearly 
10,000 elementary and middle 
school students in Long 
Beach Unified School District. 
This coming school year, 
Assistance League of Long 
Beach member volunteers 
will go to Washington, 
Hamilton, Stephens, Nelson, 
Jefferson and Franklin 
middle schools in late August 
to measure incoming sixth 
grade students for new 
uniforms. These middle 
schools were selected to be 
recipients as they have a large 
percentage of students who 
receive free and reduced 
price lunches. The volunteers 

will process the orders at our Philanthropic Center where 
clothing inventory is maintained, and bags tagged with 
students’ names containing two sets of new uniforms will 
be delivered to the schools in early September.

During the school year elementary school students 
needing uniforms are identified by school personnel. Back 
packs filled with new uniforms and school supplies are 
then delivered to the schools. For Make a Difference Day 

each year, Rick Rackers 
Auxiliary chooses an 
elementary school with a 
high percentage of children 
in need and clothes the 
entire school. This year on 
October 22 each student at 
International Elementary 
School will happily receive 
a back pack filled with new 
uniforms, school supplies 
and a book.

Operation School Bell is 
possible because of generous 
foundation grants, donations 
and volunteers from our 
Corporate Partners, and 
gifts from private donors.

Assistance League® of Long Beach

Member Success - LBUSD Employee
By Cecile Harris Walters, National  
Ambassador and Member of the Diamonds 
of Southbay Chapter, Long Beach, CA

Candace, as a single teen mother, dropped 
out of school in the 11th grade due to an eye 
disease and illness. She had her son when 
she was 17 years old who was later diagnosed 
with Cystic Fibrosis. ABWA provided her 
with a $1000 scholarship to support her 

through school at Long Beach City College. Because of 
ABWA she was able to get an Associate’s Degree in Human 
Services, Bachelor’s in Sociology, and a Master’s Degree 
in Counseling with a PPS Credential. Candace has worked 
over 11 years at Jordan High School, Long Beach Unified 
School District. As a member of ABWA, she looks forward 
to giving back with hopes of impacting the lives of young 
women to succeed.

ABWA brings together businesswomen of diverse occupations and 
provides opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow 
personally and professionally through leadership, education, networking 
support and national recognition. To locate a chapter near you, call 
562.591.2625 • www.abwa.org

American Business Women’s Association

Lisa Montross
National President

http://www.abwa.org
http://liceclinicslosalamitos.com
http://www.prohealthpartners.com
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Real Estate Matters

Be Alert! Wire Fraud Danger
Scammers are now preying upon buyers 

and diverting precious funds from real estate 
transactions. Actually, the victims are sending 
them the money. Here is how it works.

Upon opening an escrow to buy a home, 
you’ll be given instructions for wiring funds to 
the escrow firm. These funds can be the initial 
deposit and/or the remaining down payment.

Nowadays much information is emailed among the 
parties. Hackers target email accounts and search for leads 
to pending real estate transactions. They scan for details 
such as the parties names, existing wire instructions, file 
numbers, key dates, etc.

Then the hacker sends a professional looking (fraudulent) 
email directly to the buyer posing as a party to the transaction. 
This email contains new wire payment instructions. And guess 
what? It is direct to their account. Once received, the money is 
immediately extracted to an overseas account.

The National Association of REALTORS warns that “this 
particular manifestation appears to be more sophisticated 
and less recognizable as fraud.”

Many escrow firms are now sending encrypted documents 
that require a password to open, but there is still exposure. 
Take these steps to protect yourself.

CathyLyn Brooks

Financial Tips -LBS Financial Credit Union

Tips On Protecting Yourself  
Against Fraud Part 1
Fraud can happen to you, your next door 
neighbor or to the mother you just saw at the 
supermarket, anytime and anywhere. The 
majority of us have encountered a fraudulent 
email, phone call or even someone knocking 
at our door trying to scam us. Protect 
yourself and your loved ones and do not 
become a victim by educating yourself on 
how to avoid fraud.

There are so many different types of scams. Unfortunately, 
each year the schemes and scams get more sophisticated. 
Be aware of the different types of scams and tactics used 
by fraudsters. Knowledge is power. One scam that seems to 
occur every year is the phone call from someone posing as 
a representative from the Internal Revenue Service telling 
you that you owe money.  It’s a frightening call and can 
sound realistic. Go online and search when you are unsure. 
If it’s a scam, you will often find others chatting about the 
same issue, which can be reassuring you’re not alone.

Jeffrey A. 
Napper

President & CEO

See Real estate MatteRs • Page 24

4087 Long Beach Blvd, Long Beach, CA 90807

Auto - Home - Life - Anuities
Commercial - Disability - Health

Financial Services

Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There.

Email: Jeff@JeffMorgan.org
Phone # (562) 595-6969

Lic.# 0743918 

FREE ESTIMATE
Commercial and 

Residential

We Accept 
Visa • Discover • Mastercard 

www.RapidScreenRepair.com

In business since 1949, you come to us or we’ll come to you.

Custom Screens • Screen Doors • New Screens
Rescreening • Glassine & Wooden Screen Doors

Window Guards & Security Doors

562-439-7825
507 Redondo Ave., Long Beach

562.598-9007
714.893.5111

lbsfcu.org

You Can Join! Live or work in Long Beach 
or surrounding cities? You are eligible!

30,000 Free CO-OP® ATMs and 5,000  
CO-OP Shared Branches nationwide 
plus free online banking, mobile banking 
and bill payment.

Competitive rates! Your trusted source 
for home, auto, motorcycle, RV and boat 
loans. Straightforward checking accounts. 
Earn more with savings and certificates.

Love Where You Bank!

Bixby Knolls 4436 Atlantic Ave.  |  Cerritos 11239 183rd St.  |  East Long Beach 4341 East 10th St. 
Lakewood 4916 Bellflower Blvd.  |  Los Altos 6417 East Spring St.  |  Newport Beach 1401 Quail St.

mailto:jeff%40jeffmorgan.org?subject=
http://www.rapidscreenrepair.com
http://lbsfcu.org
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Music, Magic and Muse
By Pamela Seager, Executive and Project Director

Children’s Fall Harvest Festival, Sunday, October 30, 2016, 
Noon to 4:00 p.m. Save the date for the Children’s Fall 
Harvest Festival, a fun-filled event with something for 
everyone, from the costume parade at 2:00 p.m. to the 
ever-popular games in the barnyard. Bring the family 
to celebrate history and art at the beautiful Rancho 
Los Alamitos. Entertainment includes Main Stage and 
roving magic acts; performance by Jumbo Shrimp Circus; 
a children’s 
participation drum 
circle; culinary 
demonstrations; 
story-telling; a 
variety of arts and 
crafts projects 
emphasizing “Color 
is Magic” and 
more. Free parking 
will be at CSULB on Palo Verde Avenue with continuous, 
handicap accessible shuttle service to the Rancho. 
Refreshments available at reasonable cost. Free Admission.

6400 Bixby Hill Rd., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/431-3541  
www.rancholosalamitos.com

Rancho Los Alamitos

• Well-rounded curriculum 
with Biblical values

• Opportunity Program 
for special needs

• Field trips & travel experiences
• Integrated Technology 

including iPads
• Fine & performing arts classes 
• Daycare, Sports, Clubs

Bethany School • 562-597-2814 • 2244 Clark Ave. Long Beach, CA 
www.bethany-school.org • Accredited by WASC/ACSI

Call Today for a Tour!                                                              
Fall Session Begins 

September 8th!
Enrolling for Preschool – 8th Grade

Alana’s Book Review

Spirit Animals  Fire and Ice
By: Shannon Hale
Follow the team of 

Meilin, Abeke, Conor, 
Maya, Tarik, and 
Rollan as they travel 
across Arctica to find 
Suka the polar bear 
in hopes of retrieving 

her talisman. After losing one of 
the teammate’s family members, 
the team thought they had received 
their fair share of broken families  
but they seem to have thought wrong. What will happen 
when a close relative to one of the team members shows up 
in Arctica  as a minion of the Devourer?

I won’t spoil who this story is mostly about (although 
you can probably just look at the cover and tell) so that 
you will be surprised at who the relative is. I’d probably 
give this book four stars because while this is a fantastic 
story, it outlines one of the main character’s confusion and 
depression so it makes me depressed.

 
Alana F. is a student columnist invited to review her favorite books 
for our readers. She rates the books on a scale of 1—5 with 5 being the 
highest.

Alana F.

Guitar Lessons

   learntoburnguitar.com

Pete Dambski • (562) 596-1918

All Ages Welcome!

http://www.rancholosalamitos.com
mailto:cutter.palacios%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://cutter-ray-palacios.com
http://learntoburnguitar.com
http://www.bethany-school.org


12  www.schoolnewsrollcAll.com

Register Now for New Fall Classes for Youth & Teens
This fall Long Beach Parks, Recreation & Marine 

(LBPRM) has new classes for youth and teens to inspire 
creativity, strengthen academic skills and provide active fun. 
Visit www.lbparks.org to register and for information about 
session dates and times, fees and course requirements.

LBPRM offers options for creative fun such as Homeschool 
Art at Averyboo Arts for ages 7 – 12 to gain knowledge in 
history, math, geography and science through art. Ages 
8 - 12 can write, direct, film, and star in a horror movie in 
Incrediflixs’ Scary Movie Live Action Flix and learn about 
stop motion animation in Scary Movie Stop Motion class, and 
young bakers ages 9-13 will find Creative Decorating for 
pastries at Dorado Park West is fun and delicious.

New dance classes at the Long Beach Dance Centre 
include Ballet & Tap Combo, covering introductory ballet 
and tap techniques for ages 5 – 8 and Beginning Jazz for 
ages 6 - 9 to learn fundamental jazz steps and movement 
combinations. Musical Theatre Stars! at Recreation 
Park teaches ages 5 - 12 musical theatre dance styles, and 
connecting acting a song’s emotions to choreography, Teen’s 
Dance Workshop at the Long Beach Dance Academy for 
ages 12 - 16 is a includes barre and center technique, and 
Mexican Folk Dance – at Veterans Park for ages 13+ will 
teach footwork for dances from Mexico and Spain. Ages 8 - 
17 can learn to play the Guitar at Whaley Park. Wednesday 
sessions in September, October and November. 

LBPRM enrichment classes support learning. Ages 7 – 12 
can practice narrative, persuasive, compare and contrast, 
and expository writing, and learn grammar and editing in 
Experiential Writing at the Cypress Community Center. 
Ages 7-12 can create narrative essays with quirky characters, 
twisty plots, descriptive dialogue, and settings, and learn 
writing elements to score well on narrative writing exams in 
Narrative Writing also at the Cypress Community Center. 
Spanish Adventurous Saturday for ages 4-11 emerses 
youngsters in the Spanish language and culture with crafts, 
music, stories and games. Spanish, Movement and Art - 
K-3rd (Ages 5-11) teaches the language with increasing levels 
of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Both classes will 
be offered at Bixby Park. The College Application Essay 
Workshop teaches high school seniors ages 16-18 to write, 
revise, and edit a personal statement for an essay for the 2016 
Common App. Class held at Los Alamitos Community Center. 

LBPRM encourages children and teens to stay active. 
This fall ages 6-17 can learn discipline, self-defense, Muay 
Thai Kick Boxing, Brazilian Jiu Jitsu and wrestling in 
Mixed Martial Arts-White Belt. Mixed Martial Arts-
Upper Belt will offer advanced training. Both classes will 
be offered at El Dorado Park West. Students ages 5 - 15 will 
learn Itosu-Ryu in Traditional Karate, and self-discipline, 
manners and respect. Classes will be held at at El Dorado 
Park West and Recreation Park. Ages 5-13 can advance 
Skateboarding skills in classes offered at Heartwell Park.

Long Beach Parks, Recreation & Marine

http://www.lbparks.org
http://www.facebook.com/longbeachparks
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
http://www.lbparks.org
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Long Beach Public Library

Be Cool – Read With A Pal
By Pam Carlson, Children’s Librarian

Time to go back to school. Lots of supplies are needed 
but one of the most important and coolest is a library card. 
With a free library card, you can check out new and favorite 
books from the library, get homework help, write reports 
using Word, learn a new language, read or listen to books 
online and play fun games. Bring your friends and family to 
the library this September to get library cards, to discover 
all that the library offers and to share reading adventures 
with Snoopy and his friends. 

For more information and a list of events, visit one of 
Long Beach’s twelve public libraries or the library’s website 
at www.lbpl.org.

Main Library 101 Pacific Ave., Long Beach, CA 90822 • 562/570-7500
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Call or email now for an invitation to our 
28th cotillion season beginning September 26, 2016
Social dancing, manners, 

Early Registration

200$
eptembeby S r 10th

etiquette, games & prizes
Led by Bobby Burgess– original Mouseketeer, ballroom dancer with 
Lawrence Welk, and instructor with legendary Call’s Cotillion

562.598.9668 • 323.874.7393
burgesscotillion@aol.com 
www.bobbyburgesscotillion.com

•3rd – 12th graders
•Eight dance parties for $225
(in the Golden Sails Hotel Crystal Ballroom)

THE TUTORING CENTER™ LONG BEACH

Help make this the best school year ever!
• Reading • Algebra 1 & 2
• Math • Geometry
• Writing • Higher Math

• Study Skills

Rated #1 Successful After-School Learning Program in Long Beach

562 653-4380
4215 Atlantic Ave • Long Beach, CA 90807

www.tutoringcenter.comCarson St.

Same Plaza as Cold Stone Creamery
Next to Domino’s Pizza

At
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.

$50
Free 

Tuition
with ad

• One-to-One Instruction
• Free Diagnostic Assessment
• Intensive Program for Grades Pre K–12
• Family Discount  and Payment Plans

• One-to-One Instruction
• Free Diagnostic Assessment
• Intensive Program for Grades Pre K–12
• Family Discount  and Payment Plans

Back to School! 
 

Museum-like setting makes 
learning history exciting

Lessons specifi cally tailored 
for individual needs

• World Geography  
• American History 
• World History 
• Government  
• Economics

By Appointment 
(562) 852-5242

225 Main Street, Seal Beach

www.TargetedHistoryTutoring.com
History Made Easy!

Learn: 
• To Take Notes

• Do Research

• Proper Study Habits

• Hands-on Learning
• After School or Saturday
• One-on-One or Groups
• Grades 7th – 12th
• Public/Private Schools
• Homeschoolers

• Pre-Columbus
• American Revolution
• The Constitutional Period
• The Jefferson Revolution
• The Age of Jackson
• First Industrial Revolution
• Slavery
• Western Movement
• Mexican War
• Reconstruction
• Second Industrial Revolution
• Populist
• Captains of Industry 
• Progressives
• The Gilded Age
• The Great War
• The 1920’s
• The 1930’s
• Europe in Crisis
• World War II
• Post War 1945-53
• 1950’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90’s
• Present

Teachers
1 Hour Sessions

Expand or refresh your knowledge 
in any of the following topics:

Europe in CrisisEurope in Crisis
World War II
Post War 1945-53Post War 1945-53
1950’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90’s1950’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90’s
Present

http://www.lbpl.org
mailto:burgesscotillion%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.bobbyburgesscotillion.com
http://www.tutoringcenter.com
http://Sumdiceyfun.com
mailto:info%40sumdiceyfun.com?subject=
http://www.targetedhistorytutoring.com
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3-2-1…Blast Off!
At Barton Elementary School, we are 

focused on providing the best possible 
educational environment for our students!

For the opening of the school year, 
we will have a new playground, with new 
basketball courts, new play schematics, and 
a brand-new play structure that matches 
our school focus on Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) and 

the environment! Academic change is also on the way, 
with a brand-new English language arts curriculum and 
our highly touted STEM program, Project Lead the Way! 

All these new and exciting will provide an educational 
learning environment that is focused on college and 
career readiness.

Project Lead the Way (PLTW) will be paired with 
Engineering Is Elementary and Dramatic Results to 
provide Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and 
Mathematics (STEAM) opportunities for our students 
that have never been seen before at the elementary school 
level! We will also continue our student recycling program, 
use our California native garden as an outdoor classroom, 
and initiate a gardening program to create a green 
environment.

We are ready to blast off into 2016–2017!

Richard Littlejohn
Principal

Barton Elementary
1100 E. Del Amo Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90807 • 562/428-0555 • www.lbschools.net/barton

Cross-Curriculum Teaching Benefits Kids
Teachers are always trying to combine 

subjects in order to teach across the 
curriculum and connect student learning. 
At Cesar Chavez, there was a unique 
opportunity for Mr. Mayfield’s fifth-grade 
class to receive two art lessons from the 
Long Beach Museum of Art. The lesson 
included a writing piece that told a story 
about their art. 

The students were given choices of small black and 
white photos of children from the early 1900’s. They 
created a background scene and then wrote about a 
character they chose from the photo. The finished pieces 
are currently on display in the children’s art section at 
LBMOA from June to October 2016.

Hugo Figueroa
Principal

Chavez Elementary
730 W. Third St., Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/590-0904 • www.lbschools.net/chavez

Mr. Mayfield, 5th grade teacher and Ramses Real, 5th grade student.

Child Development Center

September 2016 at Lowell Kids’ Club
By Rosann Balance,  
Lowell Kids’ Club Supervisor

Welcome back to the Lowell Kids’ Club! 
This year’s theme is “Travel Across America.” 
As traveling tourists, our children will learn 
fascinating facts about different states 
through various activities.

Our road trip starts here in California. 
We’re making banners of our favorite sports 

teams and planting our state flower, golden poppies. Then, 
it’s Hollywood, with a star for our Kids’ Club Walk of Fame! 
We’ll “camp out” in Sequoia and Yosemite National Parks; 
encounter our state animal, a life-size grizzly bear; become 
present-day prospectors and pan for gold; conduct science 

experiments relating to our state mammal, the gray whale; 
and enjoy some delicious guacamole made from our state 
fruit, the avocado! Finally, we’ll design our own form of 
transportation as we leave California and move on to our 
next state adventure.

Every Friday, we’ll stop at our Imagination Station and 
find exciting ways to explore adventures in science and do 
awe-inspiring art activities. Our fourth-and fifth-graders 
have an exclusive club where they experience unique 
on-site activities and fun-filled trips to the Second Street 
shops near the shore.

We can’t wait to see what this year will bring!

4310 Long Beach Blvd., Suite 200, Long Beach, CA 90807 • 562/422-6868  
www.lbschools.net/Departments/Child_Development/

Cynthia Young
Director

http://www.lbschools.net/barton
http://www.lbschools.net/chavez
http://www.lbschools.net/Departments/Child_Development/
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Celebrating Our Volunteers
We love our volunteers here at Burbank. 

These very important people have made a 
positive impact on our students and staff. They 
do everything from working in small groups of 
students to organizing our special events. In 
addition, they serve on school committees and 
dedicate their time to help Burbank run like a 
well-oiled machine.

As a token of our appreciation, we honored our VIPS 
with a garden themed breakfast, followed by several 
performances. Students sang patriotic and thank you 
songs, read VIP themed poems, and presented personalized 
gifts. We cannot thank our VIPS enough for all the work 
they do to help our students grow.Vanesha Davis

Principal

Burbank Elementary
501 Junipero Ave., Long Beach, CA 90814 • 562/439-0997 • www.lbschools.net/burbank

Burcham Teachers Win Awards
Melinda Mendez and Cindy 

Archambault both won teaching 
awards for the 2015-2016 school year. 
Mendez, a Transitional Kindergarten 
teacher, won the Second Annual 
70th District Extraordinary Teacher 
Award. She was nominated for going 
above and beyond in her work to 
serve students and the community. 

Mendez and her fellow honorees were recognized 
for their achievements from Patrick O’Donnell 
Assembly Member for the 70th District.

Cindy Archambault received the Teacher’s 
Association of Long Beach (TALB) Golden Star 
Award. Archambault is our Child Development 
Center (CDC) Teacher and was nominated for her 
outstanding performance, dedication to serve the 
community, and her high levels of professional 
performance.

Both teachers are an asset to LBUSD and to 
Burcham Elementary School. Congratulations to 
both teachers. We are so happy and fortunate to 
have them both as part of the Burcham family. 

Chris Eckert
Principal

Burcham (K–8)
5610 Monlaco Rd., Long Beach, CA 90808 • 562/420-2685 • www.lbschools.net/burcham

http://www.lbschools.net/burbank
http://www.lbschools.net/burcham
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Most Inspiring Student
Jessica Piamonte, future USC graduate, 

has never let her hearing loss stop her 
from achieving excellence. Jessica was 
Cleveland’s Most Inspiring Student for 
2016. As a hearing impaired student, fully 
mainstreamed in a fourth grade classroom, 
we find that not only is she successful but 
that she excels in all that she does. She 
does not allow her hearing loss to impede 

her goals and she certainly 
has some high ones! It is 
her desire to become a 
doctor. Jessica is a role 
model to all students in 
her classroom. A hearing 
loss may be considered a 
disability, but Jessica has 
proven that it will not hold 
her back.

Ellen Ryan
Principal

Cleveland Elementary
4760 Hackett Ave., Lakewood, CA 90713 • 562/420-7552 • www.lbschools.net/cleveland

By Nick Galanis,  
Teacher On Special Assign-
ment

Dooley Elementary School 
has been busy challenging 
our third through fifth grade 
students with an enriching 
after school STEM program. 
Students have been meeting 
three times a week for one 
and a half hours to complete 

rotations in Science, Math, Technology, 
and Engineering lessons. They have 
been engaged in learning how to launch 
rockets, how to code on the computer, and 
how to incorporate math skills in real life 
experiences. It has been absolutely fantastic 
to see how challenged, motivated, and 
engaged our students have become. We look 
forward to continuing this program next year 
with even more in depth experiences.

Nicole 
Howton-Chiles

Principal

Dooley Global Studies Magnet School
5075 Long Beach Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/428-7274 • www.lbschools.net/dooley

STEM student creates electricity by using water

Summer is Time for Study
It’s summer time and that means school 

is out. Well, not for Hamilton Middle 
School. Despite the tradition 2015-2016 
school year being over, Hamilton’s campus 
still has over 80 students on its campus 
every day. These students are involved 
in one of three programs being run on 
campus: Math Summer Bridge, ICES, or 

the YMCA Youth Institute. The Math Summer Bridge 
program offers students in grades 6th through 8th the 

opportunity to improve, enhance, and build upon their 
math skills in preparation for their next math class. These 
students received daily instruction that incorporates 
collaborative learning and technology. The ICES program 
provides students with the ability to participate in team 
building clubs and sports. They also have taken on the 
task of ensuring that Hamilton’s newly planted trees are 
watered on a weekly basis. The YMCA Youth Institute, 
in collaboration with the City of Long Beach, provides 
students with a program that uses technology as an 
important tool for promoting positive youth development.

Kathy Cruz
Principal

Hamilton Middle School
1060 E. 70th St., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/602-0302 • www.lbschools.net/hamilton

http://www.lbschools.net/cleveland
http://www.lbschools.net/dooley
http://www.lbschools.net/hamilton
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Fifth-Graders and Kids Vision 2016
By Ruby Gaytan, Grade 5 Teacher

Long Beach Museum of Art partners with 
approximately 7,000 students and teachers 
to create and learn about the current 
exhibition and artist. This year, our fifth-
graders examined Kiel Johnson’s sculptures 
and drawings for inspiration.

Kiel Johnson’s works transform everyday 
material into visual masterpieces. Using 

cardboard and his imagination, he constructs sculptures 
that intrigue minds both young and old. Mrs. Gaytan’s fifth-
graders used his artwork to create their own sketches of 
their ideal robot or gadget.

They collaborated to discuss future technology to make 
their lives easier. They came up with robots that can help 
with homework and also described a Bully Transformer 
that can change a bully through the use of a laser beam 
shot straight to the bully’s heart. Other students created 
a portable soccer goalpost that would instantly unfold at 
a game. There were also personal assistant/companion 
robots that can do everything from cook a family dinner 
to teleport people to different places. Their imaginations 
were challenged while collaborating on their creations and 
purposes.

Students’ sketches are displayed in the children’s gallery 
of a Long Beach art museum through Oct. 9.

Edward Garcia
Principal

Edison Elementary
625 Maine Ave., Long Beach, CA 90813 • 562/590-8481 • www.lbschools.net/edison

Ruby Gaytan, grade 5 teacher, Oscar Cervantes, Gabriel Olivares,  
Lesly Torres, Eloisa Vera

Jog-A-Thon
Feet pounded the pavement on July 

6th at Lee (now Herrera), as pupils 
spent their recesses participating in 
our Jog-A-Thon fundraiser. But with 
its “Super Heroes Fun Run” theme, 
you might have mistaken any of 
our speedy students for the Flash! 
Sponsored students accumulated 
over $4,000 for Lee - 100% of the 

funds supporting student behavior/scholarliness 
incentives, technology support/improvements, and 
educational assemblies.

“At one point, I got tired, but I still kept running 
with my friend Johnny,” said Joshua, a 3rd grader 
from Mrs. Beck’s class. Joshua’s supportive 
teamwork approach is reflective of the atmosphere 
and efforts around the Fun Run; several businesses 
and teachers donated prizes to make the Jog-A-
Thon successful, and Student Council, VIPS, and 
PTO parents organized and “ran” the event!

Christi Granado
Principal

Herrera Elementary
1620 Temple Ave., Long Beach, CA 90804 • 562/494-5101 • www.lbschools.net/lee

http://www.lbschools.net/edison
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Inspiring Others
On June 13 Ninth District 

Councilman Rex Richardson 
joined Jordan High School 
in honoring graduates by 
unveiling thirty-five double 
sided banners displaying the 
names of Jordan graduates 
and the name of the school 
they will attend in the fall. 

The banners, sponsored by Richardson, are on display 
along Long Beach Blvd near Jordan High. Students will 
attend UC Berkeley, UCLA, UC Irvine, CSULB and others in 
the fall. He wants the students of North Long Beach to be 
inspired by Jordan’s graduates.

As part of the celebration, Jordan seniors wore their 
caps and gowns and visited their former elementary 
and middle schools including McKinley, Grant, Powell, 
Hamilton and others in hopes of inspiring the youngsters to 
achieve great things.

William Salas
Co-Principal

Veronica Coleman
Co-Principal

Jordan High School
6500 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/423-1471 • www.lbschools.net/

TL Kat Tacea collaborating with 5th grade teacher Jen Short 

The GAFE Community
Staff members are excited to be a part 

of our “Lafayette Google Academy,” where 
they share technology ideas and tips, post 
weekly bulletins, resources and articles. 
Students in grades 3rd -5th began working 
inside Google Classroom on assignments and 
collaborative projects. This platform enables 
staff and students to collaborate, innovate 
and create! Our Tech Cadre, 8 classroom 

teachers and RSP teacher, began the roll out of our iPads 
and chromebooks. These students and teachers are using 
apps such as Educreations, Nearpod, Kahoot and Linoit 
to enhance learning and increase student engagement. 
Lafayette has an exciting Summer Institute of Technology 
planned for the staff; time for teachers to work together to 
discuss technology integration across multiple disciplines.

Wendy Thompson
Principal

Lafayette Elementary
2445 Chestnut Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806 • 562/426-7075 • www.lbschools.net/lafayette

http://www.lbschools.net/
http://www.lbschools.net/lafayette
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Little Ray of Sunshine
Part of what makes 

Lincoln unique is 
our Health Harvest 
Garden. Nurtured 
by two passionate 
qualified individuals, 
the garden provides 
an opportunity for our 
students that most 

children in this area don’t have. Carola 
Bundy and Mary Blackburn have 
donated countless hours of their time 
and money to bring this wonderful 
experience to our students. 

Garden activities are 
curriculum connected but 
also provide life lessons for 
kids. Students harvest what 
they grow, prepare it and eat 
it. Some of our produce goes 
home with the students, some 
is sold afterschool at our 
Garden Markets and some is 
donated to Long Beach Food 
Finders.

Our Garden has been in 
operation for over 13 years 
and brings great pride to our 
school.

Caroline Nemec
Principal

Lincoln Elementary
1175 E. 11th St., Long Beach, CA 90813 • 562/599-5005 • www.lbschools.net/lincoln

Carola Bundy and Mary Blackburn

Test Scores
As test scores go, Spring 

of 2016 was very eventful 
for the Class of 2017 at 
Lakewood High School. Only 
the 11th graders participate 
in the SBAC testing in high 
school, and our 11th graders 
did an excellent job with a 
major increase of 63.9% of 

students that Met or Exceeded Standards in the English 
Language Arts SBAC, up from 41.6% a year ago. In the 

Mathematics portion of the SBAC, there was another 
increase of 33.3% that Met or Exceeded Standards, up from 
25.9% from a year ago. 

In addition, participation in AP courses rose to 32.4%, 
which is up from 23.6% a year ago, and Lakewood continues 
to have one of the highest attendance rates within the Long 
Beach Unified School District. 

We are very proud of our students for their diligence 
with academics, and being responsible learners with 
stepping out of their comfort zone to take on the rigors of 
AP courses while maintaining strong GPA’s.

In keeping with our mantra, “Go Wood”.

Mario Jimenez
Co-Principal

Shawn Abbate
Co-Principal

Lakewood High School
4400 Briercrest Ave., Lakewood, CA 90713 • 562/425-1281 • www.lbschools.net/

Lorena Moreno, Principal
(Renny Chu, Principal effective August 16, 2016)

A Chain Reaction
What is Rachel’s Challenge? This nonprofit organization 

started with a few friends of Rachel Scott, who was the first 
person to tragically lose her life at Columbine High School 
on April 20, 1999. After Rachel’s death, this group created 
the Friends of Rachel Club to share stories of her kindness. 
These stories started a chain reaction of kindness and 
compassion, touching many lives.

Rachel’s Challenge has proven to be successful in 
decreasing violence and bullying in schools across 

America. This year, Lindsey Academy has implemented 
the program to create a safer and more positive climate 
by spreading a message of kindness and compassion 
throughout our campus. Our goal is to create a respectful 
and safe place for our students to learn.

The club’s leader, Tofatina “Tina” Dole, has been 
essential in implementing our program. When asked how 
she felt about the Friends of Rachel Club, she said, “It has 
been fun and awesome!”

Through Rachel’s Challenge, our students have created 
a legacy that will inspire future students. We challenge 
you to spread kindness and begin your very own chain 
reaction!

Lindsey Academy (6–8)
5075 Daisy Ave., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/423-6451 • www.lbschools.net/lindsey

http://www.lbschools.net/lincoln
http://www.lbschools.net/
http://www.lbschools.net/lindsey
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Earth Day Festival
By Adrienne Sandstedt,  
Science/MESA Teacher

Marshall Students were invited to 
the Aquarium of the Pacific’s Earth 
Day celebration during the weekend 
of April 23 and 24. The event featured 
interactive displays, crafts, games and 
booths from over two-dozen earth-
friendly organizations. Marshall Life 

Science students set up a display to share their firsthand 
knowledge of self-sustaining Aquaponic systems. 
Aquaponics is an ecosystem where plants and fish are 
symbiotically grown together. The Aquarium’s Earth 
Day festival provided an excellent opportunity for our 
students to reach out to their community and inspire 
others to set up an aquaponic system in their homes. 
Over 14,000 visitors passed through the Aquarium over 
this weekend and our students shared and inspired 
others to embrace this earth-friendly system to protect 
our planet resources.

Marie Hatwan
Principal

Marshall Academy of the Arts
5870 E. Wardlow Rd., Long Beach, CA 90808 • 562/429-7013 • www.lbschools.net/marshall

Chromebooks Have Arrived!
As we embark upon the 2016-17 school 

year here at Lowell Elementary, we have 
quite bit to be excited about. Among those 
things is the arrival of Chromebooks to our 
campus. We now have 7 Chromebook carts, 
which gives us a total of 252 Chromebooks 
that will be used by our students and 
teachers next year. 

 
This increase in our school technology brings tech into 
the classroom so that our students can readily access it for 
the many projects that are introduced and the curriculum 
that is taught on a daily basis. As we train our staff and 
students in the use of Chromebooks, we will be exploring 
the many things that this increased tech will bring to 
our school. We look forward to another great year here at 
Lowell Elementary, the home of the Sea Stars!

Lester Lawson IV
Principal

Lowell Bayside Elementary
5201 E. Broadway, Long Beach, CA 90803 • 562/433-6757 • www.lbschools.net/lowell

Growth MIndset
If you hear a voice within you say ‘you 

cannot paint,’ then by all means paint, and 
that voice will be silenced. –Vincent Van Gogh

One noticeable change that occurred in 
2015-16 is in our students’ approaches to 
learning and overall levels of perseverance 
and grit. Their voices speak volumes to the 
work of our teachers. Their voices provide 
the evidence that school practices are 
positively effecting their perceptions towards 

themselves and learning. There is no greater voice to be 
heard. We prompted each student with the question, “What 
is Growth Mindset?” 

Our three random voices communicated the following. 
“(Growth Mindset is) a development of learning in a 
sense. Mistakes are a way of learning.” Another student 
responded, “Growth Mindset is having the mindset that you 
will not give up and you will keep on trying until you make 
it.” The last student response was “if you think you can get 
better at something and you think you can do it, you can 
do it. It helps me to stay calm and think that there is no 
pressure.”

Scott Fleming
Principal

MacArthur Elementary
6011 Centralia St., Lakewood, CA 90713 • 562/420-3588 • www.lbschools.net/macarthur

http://www.lbschools.net/marshall
http://www.lbschools.net/lowell
http://www.lbschools.net/macarthur
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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My Ethics
By Molika Soben, 2016 
Millikan QUEST Graduate, 
Accepted to UCLA

Rachel’s Challenge 
inspired this graduation 
speech excerpt.

What exactly is right 
and what is wrong? My own 
ethics may be different from 
another’s as each individual 

is different. My top three personal ethics are to never 
break a promise, to never intentionally hurt anybody, and 

to give compassion to others.
No matter how hard I try to follow my set of ethics, 

there are times when I fall short. From those mistakes 
I learn to better myself. No one is perfect. We learn and 
bloom from each and every decision we make. As we 
are moving on to a new chapter in our lives, I hope that 
nobody becomes discouraged by failure or fear. If you 
fall, then get back up; if you’re scared, then know that’s 
because you’re about to do something very brave and 
that you have people who will hold out their hands for 
you when you need it. Finally, I would like to say that the 
future is truly in your hands, our hands, so let’s make the 
most of it and build a brighter future.

Michael Navia
Co-Principal

Alejandro Vega
Co-Principal

Millikan High School
2800 Snowden Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/425-7441 • www.lbschools.net/

Cougars Gearing Up for ’16-‘17
While summer is in full swing and 

McKinley scholars are enjoying some hard 
earned and much deserved vacation time 
with family and friends, it’s never too early 
to begin preparing for the upcoming school 
year. Our custodial crew, Mr. Charles, 
Mr. Alex and Mr. Tony are hard at work 
prepping our campus for the opening day 
of the 2016-2017 school year on Wednesday, 
August 31. The 16-17 school year promises to 

bring some exciting new changes both inside and outside 
of the classroom. The Open Court reading series, which 
has been utilized by teachers and students for the past 
15 school years, has been replaced with the new Wonders 
series. Teachers and staff are spending time familiarizing 
themselves with these new ELA materials. Along with 
a new Reading series, we would like to extend a warm 
welcome to three teachers new to the McKinley family. 
Joining our staff will be Mr. Franceschini (Counselor), Mrs. 
Hayes (Librarian) and Ms. Faria (Instrumental Music). 
We look forward to sharing our happenings and successes 
throughout the upcoming school year!

Scott Tardibuono
Principal

McKinley Elementary
6822 Paramount Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/630-6200 • www.lbschools.net/mckinley

Focused On Writing
Roosevelt Elementary 

staff and students focused on 
writing during the 2015-2016 
school year in order to prepare 
students for college and career 
readiness. Teachers worked 
diligently all year to provide 
students with necessary skills, 
based on CCSS standards, to 

become scholarly writers. As part Roosevelt’s 
focus on writing, students had opportunities 
to participate in writing contests. The last 
essay writing contest brought to Roosevelt 

students was “Be Kind to Animals” 
thanks to our amazing librarian, Michelle 
Ascheri and her collaboration with 
Deborah Turner, Humane Director with 
Friends of Long Beach Animals. Many 
students participated in the writing 
contest, but second grader Sariah 
Bridgewater was selected as 3rd place 
winner for Long Beach Elementary 
Schools. Sariah was presented with her 
award, including a $50 cash prize during 
the last Spirit Assembly. She is pictured 
here with Mrs. Tolentino, Principal. 
Awesome job, Sariah! Roosevelt Bears 
are proud of you! Keep writing! 

Clarissa Tolentino
Principal

Roosevelt Elementary
1574 Linden Ave., Long Beach, CA 90813 • 562/599-3418 • www.lbschools.net/roosevelt

http://www.lbschools.net/
http://www.lbschools.net/mckinley
http://www.lbschools.net/roosevelt
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Fun-filled, Family Events 
By Kathleen Suarez, Admin. Intern

Food, family, fun…. What better 
way to start off a three-day weekend 
than to have a dance party! 

On July 1, 2016, Signal Hill 
Elementary hosted a Patriotic Family 
Dance where all of the students and 
their families were invited to attend. 
The students from Student Council 

showed their support by creating decorations, 
setting up, and participating in this fun-filled 
family event. 

Signal Hill’s PTA volunteers served punch and 
cookies for the families. Students had a great time 
dancing to their favorite tunes.

As a way of thanking all volunteers, Signal Hill 
also hosted an Appreciation Breakfast recognizing 
the countless hours of service provided this year. 
We are grateful to have such great support from our 
families and wanted to say “Thank You!”

Tammy Lavelle
Principal

Signal Hill Elementary
2285 Walnut Ave., Signal Hill, CA 90755 • 562/426-8170 • www.lbschools.net/signalhill

For Bragging Rights
On Wednesday May 18th at 3:45 in the 

afternoon, Beach High School and Reid 
High School had a friendly soccer game for 
bragging rights and school pride. The game 
took place on the varsity pitch of Cabrillo 
High School and was officiated by Millikan 
staff members Isaac Zambrano and Sam 
Gursal. 

The Reid team was coached by Mr. Mark Eomurian, and 
the Beach team was coached by Ms. Brenda Gutierrez. The 
captain of the Reid Team was 12th grader Marcos Sumeta 
and the Team Manager was 11th grader Fernanda Roldan. 
Reid beat Beach and the score was 3 to 2. Two Reid goals 
were scored by 12th grader Christian Ruiz and one was 
scored by 12th grader Gerardo Jaimes. Way to show your 
RAPTOR pride!

Dr. Jeffrey 
Cornejo
Principal

Reid High School
2153 W. Hill St., Long Beach, CA 90810 • 562/989-2098 • www.lbschools.net/reid

http://www.lbschools.net/signalhill
http://www.lbschools.net/reid
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Preparing for Year 2
While Sato is closed for the summer 

break, students will return on Tuesday, 
August 16th.

Joining the Sato faculty for the 10th 
grade year are: Lori Ann Burson, Algebra 
2; Bronagh Byrne, ELA 3-4; Hajra Saeed, 
Modern World History and Big History; 
Tamara Araya, Physics and James Mills, 
Principals of Engineering. These teachers 

bring a wealth of knowledge, skill and experience to the 
Sato campus and we are excited for the new school year.

Our 10th grade class is invited back on Tuesday, August 
10th to pick up schedules and textbooks.

Sato will then welcome the incoming 9th grade with 
orientation set for August 11th and August 12th. Students 
will have an opportunity to create their Google Drive, 
College Board, Khan Academy and other online accounts 
that they will utilize throughout the school year.

Sato teachers are embracing technology through the 
use of Google Classroom and several associated apps 
and websites. All classrooms have access to computers, 
chrome books or iPads. Teachers and students are moving 
effectively toward becoming “paperless” classrooms.

Mona Merlo
Principal

Sato Academy of Mathematics & Science
1100 Iroquois Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/598-7611 • www.sato-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com

Art Show
By Nica Rumion

On June 29th we had the first 
“Stevenson Art Show”. The show included 
75 featured visual artists, 52 multicultural 
dancers, and 8 family art stations! 

Throughout the school year students 
were given the opportunity to turn in extra 
credit art challenge work correlated with 
the school spirit days. With the support of 

Donor’s Choose and Long Beach Art Council we were able 
to convert our cafeteria into a gallery space that included 
paintings, drawings, collage, jewelry, and masks. 
Featured artists received a t-shirt with a student created 
art show logo and an art supply gift bag.

The dance portion of our show was funded through 
the Rumba Foundation and included Mambo, Polynesian, 
Bollywood, Mexican, African and American swing.

Yvette Streeter
Principal

Stevenson Elementary
515 Lime Ave., Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/437-0407 • www.lbschools.net/stevenson

As a part of making art a priority at Stevenson every student  
was given the opportunity to take a multicultural dance class this year.

Pomp and Circumstance 
The end of the 2015-2016 school year was 

a flurry of activity at Tincher. After 180 days 
of rigorous instruction, the year drew to a 
close with the pomp and circumstance of 
three promotional ceremonies. 

Under clear blue skies, our 60 youngest 
scholars celebrated the end of Kindergarten 
and promotion to 1st. Parents and 
grandparents proudly watched our young 
scholars march across the stage to celebrate 
their hard work.

As our fifth grade students readied for the transition to 
middle school, teachers prepared a promotional ceremony 
that honored their six years of elementary schooling. 
Proudly receiving their certificates, these students proved 
they are ready for the rigors of middle school in September.

The highlight of the week was the ceremony honoring 
the graduates of our sixteenth 8th grade class. The 
majority of the students started their academic studies 
at Tincher 9 years ago in Kindergarten. They have shown 
themselves to be scholars, athletes, and champions. The 
Tincher Community wishes them the very best of luck as 
they begin their high school studies in the fall. 

Rosemary Sissons
Principal

Tincher Preparatory School (K–8)
1701 Petaluma Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/493-2636 • www.lbschools.net/tincher

http://www.sato-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com
http://www.lbschools.net/stevenson
http://www.lbschools.net/tincher
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Dr. Jacqueline Williams, Mayor Robert Garcia, and Mrs. Erica Dawson

Awards for Twain
Two honors were recently bestowed upon 

Twain Elementary School; the Green School 
of the Year and Honor Roll awards.

In March, the Green Prize Festival 
recognized Twain for its success in 
educating students about “sustainability and 
environmental health in our communities.” 
It was truly an honor to receive our medal 
from Mayor Robert Garcia.

In the month of June, Educational Results 
Partnership (ERP) and the Campaign for Business and 
Education Excellence (CBE) highlighted Twain as a 2015 
Honor Roll award recipient for closing the achievement gap 
and preparing students to be college and career ready. 

It’s nice to know that other entities are recognizing 
Twain Elementary School for its hard work and dedication 
to our students, families, and the community.

Dr. Jacqueline 
Williams
Principal

Twain Elementary
5021 E. Centralia St., Long Beach, CA 90808 • 562/421-8421 • www.lbschools.net/twain

Math Summer Bridge
We were thrilled to be running our 

Math Summer Bridge program again this 
year. This program gives our students the 
opportunity to be fully prepared for the next 
grade level, and/or enter into an accelerated 
math class next year.

One of the highlights of the program was 
preparing over 60 students for algebra. This 
will be a definite “game changer,” because 

many of them will now be able to get on the accelerated path.
As part of the program, the teachers deliver hands-on 

lessons that are engaging and informative. The students 
also take weekly assessments to help monitor their 
progress.

This summer we have also been offering lunch service to 
our students and community. About 150 people per day are 
participating!

Megan Traver
Principal

Washington Middle School
1450 Cedar Ave., Long Beach, CA 90813 • 562/591-2434 • www.lbschools.net/washington

• Upon opening escrow, get the name and telephone number  
 of your escrow officer.
• Secure your network and devices used to access the   
 Internet.
• Don’t open unfamiliar emails. Beware of unusual   
 requests, such as a business contact using a personal  
 email address after previously using a company email  
 address.
•  Beware of any reference to a “SWIFT wire”    
 transaction, a term that indicates an international   
 destination for the funds.
• Don’t send sensitive information via email.
• Verify information regarding the transfer of funds with   

 escrow. Prior to wiring any funds, call the intended  
 recipient and confirm payment instructions
•  Don’t rely on contact information from an unverified  
 source, as hackers may provide fake contact    
 information and/or fake websites.

CathyLyn Brooks has been a local real estate broker since 1980, 
earning the advanced credentials of Certified Residential Specialist 
and Graduate Realtor through advanced education and sales volume. 
She has completed the American Bar Association’s approved Paralegal 
certification and is an instructor at UCI in the Paralegal program.  
She also teaches real estate related courses in the extension program. 
The NASD, the NYSE, and the National Futures Organization have 
appointed her as a public arbitrator. Her degree is in finance and 
marketing from the University of Southern California. Cathylyn is 
affiliated with Main Steet Realtors and can be reached at: 562/719-2530 
or cathylyn@earthlink.net Comsumers should seek legal tax advice from 
professionals in each field.

Students working hard in Ms. Martinez’s class getting ready for Algebra.

Real estate MatteRs • From Page 10

http://www.lbschools.net/twain
http://www.lbschools.net/washington
mailto:cathylyn@earthlink.net
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Willard Volunteers 
By William Diaz-Brown,  
5th Grade Dual Immersion Teacher

Willard celebrated five dedicated 
parent volunteers (VIPS) with recognition 
certificates from the office of Patrick 
O’Donnell, 70th district Assemblyman. These 
special VIPS worked hundreds of hours 
this year, donating their time and efforts to 
Willard students. Their efforts have brought 
a welcome and kind touch to work at Willard, 

and we can’t thank them enough.
Willard Elementary gathered volunteer dancers this 

year to promote our Dual Immersion program at district 
events and at Willard Elementary as well. Parents, teachers 
and volunteers help to maintain costumes and dance 
routines, and we have an enthusiastic group of students 
willing to perform! Our end of year performance packs the 
auditorium with proud parents, and family members, and 
students get to show off their dance moves. We also have 
six students performing with guitars this year, thanks to 
grants from Donorschoose.org.

Dr. Cassandra 
Richards
Principal

Willard Elementary
1055 Freeman Ave., Long Beach, CA 90804 • 562/438-9934 • www.lbschools.net/willard

VIPs: Bonnie Hofmann with 100+ hours of service; Joanne Spencer with 
100+ hours of service; and Marsha Cohen with over 300 hours of service

Bicycle Parts—Word Search Contest

BASKET

BRAKES

CHAIN

CHAIN GUARD

CRANK

FENDERS

FORK

FRAME

GLOVES

GOOSENECK

GRIPS

HANDLEBARS

HELMET

KICKSTAND 

LIGHT

PEDALS

REFLECTOR

SEAT

SPOKES

TIRES

WHEELS

Entries must be received by September 15, 2016
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a GAZUMP! dice/card game, which is fun for all ages.

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 

email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put LBUSD in the subject line)

Rules!

Congratulations to Juda Washington Winner of the June Word Search Contest!

http://www.lbschools.net/willard
mailto:Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Westerly School of Long Beach (K—8)

Summer with Westerly Year 7
Summer with Westerly is back in its 7th 

year in Long Beach of engaging students 
through rich instruction and application. 
The camp is built on the schools belief in 
igniting a lifelong love of learning through 
innovative instruction, collaborative projects, 
and community involvement through student 
leadership. With its whole-child philosophy 
and safe-learning community, Westerly 
nurtures students’ creativity, shaping them 

into problem-solvers and idea-makers, further preparing 
them for an ever-changing world.

Summer with Westerly carries this tradition with a 
healthy balance of academics and recreation uniquely 
customized to meet the needs of all Long Beach families. 
The program’s flexible schedule is sure to provide a smooth 
and productive summer for all families.

Summer with Westerly consists of three two-week 
Academic Enrichment Sessions that offer academic morning 
with recreational (Wildcat) afternoon. Morning sessions 
cater to a variety of core academic subjects and areas of high 
student interest including, but not limited to; Film-making, 
Wacky Science, Robotics, Photography, Cooking, and Music.

The second half of the day exposes campers to a range 
of games and activities that appeal to a variety of interests. 
Reptile assemblies, trips to the beach, giant water slides, 
and all the classic camp games are incorporated into an 
exciting and dynamic schedule. The assortment of games 
and activities ensures a well-rounded experience that 
develops new excitement and curiosity with each new day.

Even more exciting is the number of graduated campers 
who have returned to both volunteer and work at summer 
camp. The program not only supports is young Pre-K 
campers and teens in the middle school but has also found 
a way to keep on giving my hiring these teens to keep 
active and safe throughout their summer.

For more information on Summer Camp or Westerly 
School, visit at www.westerlyschool.org

David Perram
Director of  

Student Affairs

Campers hanging out with their new robo friend.

Campers dissecting a squid in Science class.

Nonprofit, Nonsectarian Independent School 
2950 E. 29th St. Long Beach, CA 90806 • 562/981-3151 

www.westerlyschool.org

Students doing tug of war!

http://www.westerlyschool.org/
http://www.westerlyschool.org
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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California State University Long Beach

Preparing a New Generation of Teachers
California State University, Long Beach 

(CSULB) and the Long Beach Unified School 
District (LBUSD) have been awarded a grant 
by the S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation to expand 
practice-based training for new K-8 teachers 
in implementing the state’s math and science 
standards. The California State University 
(CSU) prepares 10 percent of all the nation’s 
teachers and CSULB prepares the largest 
number of elementary, secondary and special 

education teachers in the entire system. CSULB is among 11 
CSU campuses earning S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation grants.

“We take deep pride in our teacher education programs 
and the great teachers who are making a difference 
throughout our Long Beach schools,” said CSULB President 
Jane Close Conoley. “CSULB and LBUSD have been 
lauded nationally for our comprehensive and innovative 
collaboration in the area of teacher preparation, and this 

grant will further strengthen our partnership and increase 
the number of highly qualified teachers in the area.”

The $1.5 million grant, in partnership with the Long Beach 
Unified School District, will expand the Teacher Network 
developed in phase one of the work to ensure that all elementary 
and special education teacher candidates are placed in high 
quality teaching placements. Candidates will engage in 
structured and sequenced early field experiences with teachers 
skilled in the new standards and adept at delivering high-impact 
research-based instructional practices.

Investments made by the S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation 
will expand the CSU’s New Generation of Educators 
Initiative (NGEI), an initiative focused on preparing highly 
qualified math and science teachers for the elementary 
and middle grades – the formative years in the educational 
pipeline that lay a foundation for students’ long-term 
success and college and career readiness.

1250 Bellflower Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90804 • 562/985-4111  
http://www.csulb.edu/

Long Beach City College
Building a Better College

Thanks to support of voters in our community, 
the Long Beach City College bond measure, 
Measure LB, passed by a considerable margin 
of 63 percent in the June 7 election. Long 
Beach voters agreed that the bond funds are a 
worthwhile investment that will directly benefit 
students and the regional economy. 

We are deeply grateful that the Long 
Beach, Lakewood, Signal Hill and Avalon 
communities, through their votes, reaffirmed 

their commitment to our current and future students, and 
to the value of maintaining and upgrading LBCC facilities, 
by approving our $850 million bond program. 

The College’s mission is to provide the community with 
the resources and tools needed to achieve a variety of 
educational goals and employment. Thanks to the recent 
show of support, LBCC will be able to continue that mission 
and make the necessary upgrades and repairs to update 
our campuses and provide students with the education and 
training they need for the 21st century job market.

We have already seen the advancements that our previous 
bond measures have accomplished on both of our campuses. 
In the past few years, we have updated instructional 
facilities for our successful Nursing Program, opened a 
new Culinary Arts and math building, and updated other 
buildings to meet today’s technological and environmentally 
responsible needs. Most recently, we broke ground to update 
facilities for the Electrical Department, which will be part of 
a more robust Advanced Manufacturing program together at 
the Pacific Coast Campus.

The community can be confident that the new bond 

funds will allow us to continue modernizing the rest of our 
two campuses, allowing us to more effectively support the 
mission of Long Beach City College for future generations. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment and support 
of Long Beach City College. And don’t forget to visit www.
lbcc.edu for updates on the success of our students and 
bond program.

Liberal Arts Campus 4901 E. Carson St., Long Beach, CA 90808 • Pacific 
Coast Campus 1305 E. Pacific Coast Hwy., Long Beach, CA 90808 • 
562/938-4111  
www.lbcc.edu/

Jane Close 
Conoley
President

Eloy Ortiz Oakley
Superintendent-

President

LBCC Board of Trustees and executives celebrated the groundbreaking 
of the QQ and RR buildings at the Pacific Coast Campus in April 2016. 

Terri Long, LBCC Vice President of Academic Affairs; Eloy Oakley, LBCC 
Superintendent-President; Jeff Kellogg, Long Beach Community College 

Board of Trustee; Dr. Virginia Baxter, LBCCD Board of Trustee; Doug Otto, 
LBCCD Board of Trustees President; Sunny Zia, LBCCD Board of Trustee; 
and Ann-Marie Gabel, LBCC Vice President of Administrative Services.

http://news.calstate.edu/eleven-csu-campuses-receive-grants-to-prepare-a-new-generation--of-educators-for-californias-schools
http://news.calstate.edu/eleven-csu-campuses-receive-grants-to-prepare-a-new-generation--of-educators-for-californias-schools
http://teachingcommons.cdl.edu/CSUNewGen/
http://teachingcommons.cdl.edu/CSUNewGen/
http://www.csulb.edu/
http://www.lbcc.edu/
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