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At SchoolsFirst FCU, we 
don’t just serve school 

employees—we’re 
inspired by you.

Everything we know about being an 
expert partner and empowering our 
Members, we learned from you. 

We’ve been helping school 
employees build their futures for 
more than 80 years. And wherever 
you’re starting from, we can’t wait  
to help you bring your future to life.

Discover the benefits of Membership. 
We’re already your biggest fans. 
Call, go online or visit a branch:

800.462.8328 | schoolsfirstfcu.org  

Not a Member?
For eligibility details, school 
employees and their immediate 
family members in the 10 Southern 
California counties can visit 
schoolsfirstfcu.org.

 
Federally Insured by NCUA 
Equal Housing Lender

Our 
Members

give us a lot to  
live up to.

LAUREN A.
High School Teacher
Member Since 1994

https://www.schoolsfirstfcu.org
https://www.schoolsfirstfcu.org
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This is our ninth edition of the 
Orange County Superintendent 
K-12 publication, which we publish 
annually in July. Thank you for 
including School News Roll Call among 
your reading choices. 

The quality of our communities are 
directly related to the quality of our 
public schools and we have much to 
be proud of. The brief articles herein 
are only an introduction. Each of 
the district web sites are in their 
mastheads where you can go online 
to read in depth information. 

To receive emailed copies of our 
individual publications, sign-up on our 
web site www.schoolnewsrollcall.com.
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Tutoring is 
Now Available via

Museum-like setting makes learning history exciting.
World Geography 
• American History 

• World History
Government 
• Economics

Appointment (562) 852-5242 • 225 Main Street, Seal Beach 

www.TargetedHistoryTutoring.com

• Grades 7th – 12th 
• Public/Private Schools 
• Homeschoolers
• One-on-One or GroupsEach lesson is specifi cally 

tailored for individual needs.
• Review for Advanced 

Placement (AP)
World, European and U.S.

• Review for International
Baccalaureate (IB)
World, The Americas

 • Choose your classes

Note Taking
Writing Skills
Reading 
Critical Thinking
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If you follow professional basketball, you’re surely familiar 
with Stephen Curry, the plucky, sharp-shooting point guard who 
powered this year’s Golden State Warriors to their first NBA 
championship in 40 years.

Curry was almost unstoppable at times, earning Most Valuable 
Player honors in his sixth season. But it wasn’t long ago that 
major-conference colleges passed him up, saying his 6-foot-3 
frame was too small to make an impact at the next level.Dr. Al Mijares

Superintendent

Pathway
For Students with Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities

Our Post-Secondary 2-Year Program Offers:
•  Successful completion of a Certifi cate in Learning 

& Life Skills
• Foundational instruction toward independent living
•  Dedicated partnerships for job development 

& gainful employment
• Financial aid & scholarships 

Visit uclaextension.edu/snPathway or contact us at 
(310) 794-1235.

16806-15

Celebrating 

10 Years 
of Pathway

What did Curry do? He accepted a scholarship from lesser-known Davidson 
College and worked hard to prove his critics wrong. By his sophomore year, his 
school had won its first tournament games since 1969 — and nearly made it to 
the Final Four.

Suffice to say, most young people will not play college basketball or pursue 
careers in the NBA. Yet there are lessons to be learned from those who have 
nurtured their natural abilities and shattered perceived limitations by way of an 
extraordinary work ethic.

In our classrooms and homes, Orange County students must be taught to 
embrace the idea that skills can be developed and enhanced through effort and 
determination. Students must also be reminded that setbacks are a part of life, 
and failure is often a prerequisite to success.

Indeed, research by Dr. Angela Duckworth of the University of Pennsylvania 
shows that “grit” can be a significant predictor of success, even surpassing 
other desirable traits such as IQ, social intelligence, good looks and physical 
health. We as parents and educators can help cultivate grit by celebrating 
perseverance above talent — and by establishing high expectations.

That’s precisely why the Orange County Department of Education has 
embraced the ambitious vision that Orange County students will lead the nation 
in college and career readiness and success. Some have suggested this goal, 
while well intentioned, might be beyond our reach. But our schools, businesses 
and communities certainly have the capacity, and why would we want to set the 
bar any lower?

Count Stephen Curry among those who believe in outrageous expectations, 
hard work and resilience in the face of adversity.

It’s a game plan that has proven its worth on and off the court.

Orange County Department of Education
200 Kalmus Drive, Costa Mesa CA 92626 • 714/966-4000 • www.ocde.us

Celebrating Perseverance

Please see our ad on the back page.

https://www.scholarshare.com
https://www.uclaextension.edu/pathway/Pages/default.aspx?utm_source=school_news&utm_medium=print_ad&utm_campaign=pathway
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Anaheim Union High School District
501 Crescent Way, Anaheim, CA 92803 • 714/999-3511 • www.auhsd.us

College & Career Readiness
Respected educational leaders have repeatedly warned us that 

we should not make one big test the main driver of education 
reform. Yet too many districts are focused on technology just 
for the sake of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 
(SBAC) assessment, and are not investing in integrating 
pedagogy with technology.

There is concern that since the SBAC does not measure oral 
language, oral communication will not be emphasized and long-
term English learners will suffer. Others worry that districts will 
continue to narrowly focus on reading and math at the expense 
of all other content areas.

Fortunately, the Partnership for 21st Century Learning  
(p21.org) has developed a framework that calls for access to a whole 
curriculum. In the days of API accountability, civic education, science, world 
languages, the arts, and career technical education were often pushed to after-
school activities or weren’t taught at all. This is what happens when the test 
becomes the driver.

However, when college and career readiness becomes the driver, great 
things can happen. AUHSD’s Savanna High School is California’s first National 
P21 Exemplar School, which State Superintendent Tom Torlakson said “needs 
to be cloned.” Why? Because it has implemented reform without changing 
the teaching staff, without extra monies, and without cherry-picking high 
performing students. Instead, staff closely examined the P21 framework and 
created a new vision, which has transformed their school and improved A-G 
readiness, graduation rates, Career Technical Education certificates, Seal of 
Biliteracy rates, and writing and performance tasks.

What is happening at Savanna can happen everywhere if leaders have the 
courage to do what’s right. 

Michael 
Matsuda

Superintendent

Anaheim City School District
1001 S. East St., Anaheim, CA 92805 • 714/517-7500 • www.acsd.k12.ca.us

Educational Excellence
Anaheim City School District provides a high-quality 

education to the 19,300 TK-6 students in its 24 schools. We 
are proud of our well-rounded educational offerings that allow 
students opportunities to excel in a wide variety of content areas.  
Anaheim City School District’s instructional program consists of 
literacy, numeracy, science, social studies, the arts, and physical 
education and reflects high expectations for all students.

In Anaheim City School District, we are educating students for 
college and the work force, teaching them to extend themselves 
and to grow academically in multiple content areas. They are 
becoming prepared in skills that will help them contribute to a 
changing world.

Rigorous and challenging, the District’s curriculum ensures that students 
become literate, self-directed and interactive learners, proficient technology 
users, effective communicators, adaptable problem solvers, and productive, 
involved citizens. Instructional practices are well planned, include activities 
appropriate to students’ developmental levels, and support the achievement of 
every student. Assessment is a natural part of the instructional process and 
facilitates improvement of teaching and learning.

The Common Core has become an integral part of our work in Anaheim City 
School District, and it is changing the way teachers and students approach 
learning. Creativity, integration, and application are key to success as students’ 
knowledge is broadened and deepened with Common Core instruction.

Anaheim City School District is home to multiple dual language immersion 
programs in Spanish, benefitting students by creating bilingual, biliterate 
graduates. In our dual immersion programs, students become fluent and literate 
in both English and Spanish while mastering the core curriculum.

Dr. Linda
Wagner

Superintendent

Brea Olinda Unified School District
1 Civic Center Circle., Brea, CA 92821 • 714/990-7800 • www.bousd.k12.ca.us

Bright Days Ahead for Students
The legacy of excellence in Brea Olinda USD has been forged 

through the thoughtful planning and dedication of so many 
people who took seriously their commitment to the students of 
the district. The future success of BOUSD depends on the vision 
and execution of the School Board, district administration, 
faculty, staff and the students and families we serve. I believe 
BOUSD is positioned to have continued success for generations  
to come.

In order to accomplish that mission and vision, the School 
Board has provided direction for me and the district which calls 
for us to continue to move our schools toward 21st Century 

learning opportunities for all of our students. Toward that end, BOUSD has 
completed the technology backbone upgrade throughout the district that will 
sustain the necessary instructional technology upgrades in our classrooms. 
This upgrade was required to be able to provide the latest curriculum and 
instructional delivery systems available in the education market today. 

To help facilitate this process, the district has committed resources to focus 
on intensive staff development as we continue our shift to new State Standards 
in both math and English language arts (ELA). We will be implementing new 
math textbooks this year that are aligned to the State Standards, as well as 
begin looking at State aligned ELA curriculum for a future textbook adoption. 
Teachers have received new MacBook Pro laptop computers capable of  
running all of the new technology available for enhanced classroom instruction. 
Additionally, 1,220 Chromebooks have been purchased and distributed as class 
sets on mobile carts throughout the district. 

Dr. Brad 
Mason

Superintendent

Buena Park School District
6885 Orangethorpe Ave., Buena park, CA 90620 • 714/522-8412 • www.bpsd.k12.ca.us

“Classrooms Without Limits” Initiative
Citing the initiative’s mission, “the goal of Classrooms 

Without Limits is to provide students with a limitless learning 
environment, one which engages them and fuels their passion 
to learn, grow and lead in a connected world” says District 
Superintendent, Greg Magnuson.

This August, as students and teachers return to each BPSD 
school, they will be met with a newly installed high-speed 
wireless network to provide reliable, high volume broadband 
connectivity. Additionally, iPads will be assigned to each student 
in Grades 4-6 to transition from textbook based curriculum, to 
dynamic multi-media learning resources. Further, the first two 

of BPSD’s seven schools will reopen with fully renovated classrooms, designed 
to leverage broadband access and digital content to support collaborative, 
creative, and rigorous learning. Finally, all Buena Park children, ages 0-9, will 
be provided access to BPSD’s Footsteps2Brilliance early literacy platform to 
support earlier and higher levels of vocabulary and language acquisition.

“We know that teaching students is not just about technology access and 
software. It is about integrating new tools and opportunities, with well planned 
curriculum and lessons, to fundamentally prepare students and enable them to 
excel in their school work and in life” Magnuson adds.

In addition to the Classroom Without Limits initiative, BPSD’s families 
will continue to benefit from numerous programs including: day-care, pre-
kindergarten and school readiness, new STEM and music programs, counseling 
services and after-school tutoring programs and activities.  

Find out more by visiting BPSD’s website: www.bpsd.k12.ca.us and, 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BuenaParkSchoolDistrict

Greg 
Magnuson

Superintendent

www.auhsd.us
http://p21.org/
www.bousd.k12.ca.us
www.bpsd.k12.ca.us
http://www.bpsd.k12.ca.us
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Capistrano Unified School District
33122 Valle Road, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 • 949/234-9200 • www.capousd.org

Ready, Set, Go!
When I came to CUSD, we were in a “Ready” position to move 

from the top performing large district in the state to becoming 
the top performing in the nation. Much of our work this year has 
been in collaboration with stakeholders to “Set up” systems to 
support our work. Highlights include:

• Expanding CTE programs to provide students opportunities  
       to earn industry certification 

• Developing a system of student support by adding 30   
       counselors in our k-12 schools

• Developing mission, vision, and “Wildly Important Goals”  
       (WIGs) to focus our work: http://bit.ly/1Il1uI8

Beyond the systems work we accomplished together, there is much to 
celebrate in CUSD:

• CUSD employees were named as OCDE Classified Employee and Teacher  
 of the Year finalists
• Carl Hankey K-8 earned IB certification and Gold Ribbon School status
• All 6 comprehensive high schools were named Newsweek’s National Top  
 High Schools
• And we are sending CUSD students to prestigious colleges across the   
 nation including UC Honors programs, Stanford, Harvard, Purdue, MIT  
 and Military Academies.
After moving through the READY and SET stages this year, I am looking 

forward to GOing into our future with a clear vision, mission, and WIGs to 
support our work in ensuring that every student graduates with a clear plan for 
their future, whether it be in college, military or professional careers.  

I am appreciative of the incredible work that has been done by our teachers, 
administrators, staff, parents, and students. We are certainly on the right path 
to achieving our goal of being the best district in the nation!

Kirsten M.
Vital

Superintendent

Barkate Orthodontics Proudly Supports
Our Local Schools and Dedicated Teachers!

San Clemente
1031 Avenida Pico, Suite 202

San Clemente, CA 92673
(949) 481-8900

Ladera Ranch
800 Coporate Drive, Suite 260

Ladera Ranch, CA 92694
(949) 365-0700

Newport Beach
2131 Westcliff  Drive, Suite 200 

Newport Beach, CA 92660
(949) 722-9010

Centralia School District
6625 La Palma Ave., Buena Park, CA 90620 • 714/228-3100 • www.cesd.us

New Superintendent
On June 16, 2015, the Governing Board of the Centralia School 

District appointed, Ms. Norma Martinez to succeed long-time 
Superintendent, Dr. Diane Scheerhorn beginning July 1st. 

Ms. Martinez began her career in education in 1991 as a 
teacher in the Whittier City School District and then moved to 
Anaheim City School District where she worked as a teacher, 
resource teacher, vice principal and principal. She joined 
Centralia School District in August of 2010 as the Principal of 
Centralia School. Her leadership led to the school’s California 
Title I High Achieving School designation and Orange County 
Distinguished School in 2012. She most recently worked as the 

Executive Director of Student Support Services/Special Education before 
becoming Assistant Superintendent of Student Services. 

Ms. Martinez holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Sociology and a multiple 
subject BCLAD (Bilingual, Crosscultural, Language and Academic Development) 
credential, both from California State University, Fullerton. She also holds 
a Masters in School Administration and an Administrative Credential from 
National University. Ms. Martinez has recently completed the Association of 
California School Administrator’s (ACSA) Superintendent’s Academy. Being 
a life-long learner, Ms. Martinez is looking forward to begin the process of 
obtaining a doctorate degree. 

“Centralia School District is a very special district and I am extremely 
honored and humbled to serve our district in this new capacity. We have very 
motivated students, highly dedicated staff and a supportive parent community. 
I am eager to work with our Board of Trustees and our entire district to 
continue our mission of meeting the needs of each student and fostering a  
21st Century learning environment that results in continued success for all.”

Norma
Martinez

Superintendent

Cypress School District
9470 Moody St., Cypress, CA 90630 • 714/220-6900 • www.cypsd.k12.ca.us

Welcome New Superintendent 
Cypress School District is pleased to welcome Ms. Anne Silavs 

as Superintendent effective July 1, 2015. 
Board President Candice Kern states, “We are thrilled to 

be welcoming Anne Silavs to our Cypress family. She has 
demonstrated exceptional leadership skills in all areas of 
education. Even with the many qualified candidates seeking 
this position, Anne stood out as the right person and fit as we 
continue to achieve our district’s mission and goals. She is 
experienced and highly regarded throughout the county, and we 
are truly blessed to have such a skilled and passionate individual 
at the helm.”

Ms. Silavs comes to Cypress from the Fountain Valley School District where 
she served as Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction and was 
recently honored as 2015 Administrator of the Year. Prior to that, she served in 
the Ocean View School District as Director of Curriculum and Instruction. She 
received her Bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University and her Master’s 
degree from Wayne State University. 

Anne Silavs remarks, “I am incredibly honored to have been selected to serve 
as Superintendent in the Cypress School District. I have tremendous respect for 
all of the great work that is being done on behalf of children, and I look forward 
to working closely with the Board, staff, parents, and community to ensure 
Cypress School District’s rightful place as one of the premier school districts in 
the nation. I am truly thrilled to be joining the Cypress team!”

Anne
Silavas

Superintendent

www.capousd.org
www.cesd.k12.ca.us
www.cypsd.k12.ca.us
http://www.barkatesmiles.com


 Azusa Pacific University

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

AZUSA  |  HIGH DESERT  |  INLAND EMPIRE  |  LOS ANGELES  |  MURRIETA  |  ORANGE COUNTY  |  SAN DIEGO  |  ONLINE

15943

Earn your master’s degree and credential  
in Orange County. 
Azusa Pacific has a reputation for consistently producing innovative and 
comprehensively prepared educators. Our graduates serve as teachers, 
counselors, coaches, and administrators throughout Southern California,  
and are known in their schools and districts as leaders in the field.
 
Choose from more than 35 ways to earn your master’s degree and credential  
at APU’s Orange County Regional Center, and join a 115-year legacy of  
excellence in education.

Now enrolling!  
Contact us today.

apu.edu/orange  |  (714) 935-0260   
orangecounty@apu.edu

Master’s Degrees 
Digital Teaching and Learning 
Educational and Clinical Counseling 
Educational Counseling 
Educational Leadership 
Educational Psychology 
GATE 

Physical Education 
Special Education 
Teaching

Authorization 
Adapted Physical Education

Certificate 

LPCC Respecialization in  
 Clinical Counseling

Credentials 

Mild/Moderate Disabilities Specialist 
Moderate/Severe Disabilities Specialist 
Multiple Subject Teaching 
Single Subject Teaching 
Preliminary Administrative Services 

Professional Administrative Services

Orange County Regional Center 
1915 Orangewood Ave., Ste. 100 
Orange, CA 92868

Crystal Olson ’11, M.A.Ed. ’12
Master of Arts in Education: Special Education

http://www.apu.edu/orange/
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Fountain Valley School District
10055 Slater Ave., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 • 714/843-3200 • www.fvsd.us

Preparing Youth for The Future
Fountain Valley School District is widely known for its tradition 

of academic success, earning countless local, state and national 
awards. We are also part of a very special community that continues 
to place a high priority on its children. As one of the newest members 
of the FVSD community, I am thrilled to join such a well-established 
organization and am excited for our continued pursuit of excellence! 

It is an honor to report that we had another exceptional 
school year! Together, we made significant progress in the areas 
of professional development, Common Core implementation, 
collaboration, technology, visual and performing arts, student 
connectedness and fiscal solvency. This work was made possible 

through the collaborative efforts of our Board of Trustees, management team, 
teachers and support staff, all of whom work toward continued success. 

We are extremely pleased to report that 100% of our secondary schools were 
honored with the Gold Ribbon Schools Award, a new recognition program from 
the California Department of Education. Fulton Middle School, Masuda Middle 
School and Talbert Middle School all earned this tremendous distinction. In 
addition, the 13th Annual District Arts Show saw record numbers in attendance 
and participation with over 1,000 attendees joining us to celebrate the arts in our 
district. And, the Monster Concert, the District’s instrumental music showcase, 
had over 2,000 parents and community members attend. And at the elementary 
level, teachers have embraced Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI) as a philosophy 
of practice bringing increased rigor and conceptual understanding in math. 

As we look forward to the 2015-16 school year, we are primed to carry on our 
tradition of merit. We will continue to prepare today’s youth for tomorrow’s future 
as we are devoted and dedicated to changing the lives of all children. Whether in 
the classroom, on the stage or on the athletic court/field, the students in Fountain 
Valley School District will continue to thrive in this environment and community!

Mark
Johnson

Superintendent
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Your hospital, your well-being.

Our surgical services include:

•  Specialties in cardiac, general, gynecological, thoracic, 
vascular, gastrointestinal, and urological surgeries

•  Robotic surgery programs, including da Vinci® and 
Renaissance™ Mazor surgical systems, for less  
invasive procedures

•  The Total Joint & Spine Program, which includes  
pre-surgery education, board certified surgical 
specialists, and post-operation support

•  The Surgical Weight Loss Center, which specializes 
in minimally invasive weight loss surgeries that help 
people lose excess weight and keep it off

For more information, please visit us at  
www.fountainvalleyhospital.com

When the unexpected happens, requiring life-changing 
surgical care, we are here to help you live fully again. 

Fullerton School District
1401 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7400 • www.fullertonsd.org

Great Schools–Successful Kids
Education of today’s young people is the most vital activity we 

can undertake to ensure the well being of our nation. Working 
in today’s public schools coupled with the art of teaching is a 
profession characterized by skill, knowledge, discipline, tenacity, 
perseverance and creativity in the delivery of instruction to meet 
the diverse educational, social and personal needs of each child.

Fullerton School District educates over 13,700 children from 
the Fullerton community in fifteen K-6 elementary schools, 
two K-8 schools, three comprehensive junior high schools and a 
variety of preschool/childcare programs. District and school site 
staff work diligently to promote high academic standards as well 

as help students apply knowledge and skills in preparation for college and career 
readiness. As part of the developing 21st century skills, the District develops 
creativity by providing a comprehensive arts education for every kindergarten 
through 8th grade child. Also of high value is the District’s commitment to 
integrating technology with 21st century skills for teaching and learning.

Working alongside District and school site staff, parent support and 
involvement in educating children is extremely important to the success of all 
students. To this end, Fullerton School District values the partnership with its 
parent and business community. It is through the spirit of collaboration and 
teamwork that helps to ensure that our students will be successful and well 
prepared for their future in the 21st century.

It is our belief that all students in the Fullerton School District can and will 
learn, achieve and grow each year. Our motto, “Great Schools – Successful Kids,” 
exemplifies the belief that all students will achieve academic proficiency, 
acquire interpersonal skills, and develop technological expertise to contribute 
as productive citizens in a democratic society.

Dr. Robert
Pletka

Superintendent

www.fvsd.k12.ca.us
http://www.fountainvalleyhospital.com/en-US/Pages/default.aspx
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Earn your Doctorate in 
Organizational Leadership

and Make a Difference

La Verne’s Doctor of Education in Organizational Leadership
is designed for the practicing organizational leader. Its mission is 
to develop leaders and architects of change who make significant 
contributions to the organizations and communities they serve.

More than 30% of California 
school district superintendents 
with doctoral degrees earned 
them from La Verne.

1950 Third Street, La Verne, CA 91750 877-GO-TO-ULV
degreeinfo@laverne.edu      |      laverne.edu/edd

Deana Porterfield
President

Roberts Wesleyan College 
Ed. D., 2013

Fullerton Joint Union High School District
1051 W. Bastanchury Rd., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/8702801 • www.fjuhsd.net

It is All About Relationships
Serving more than 14,500 students, the District works to 

ensure that all students learn how to learn to become responsible 
citizens and contributing adults. District operations and 
programs emphasize moral and civic values education.

The Board of Trustees sets the positive tone and vision, creating 
the productive environment where the strong belief in the mission 
to all students and the communities served is firmly established. 

By working as partners with the parents and the communities 
served, recruiting and keeping dedicated and highly skilled 
employees, and paying very close attention and effectively working 
to meet the needs of all students by supporting their intellectual, 

social, civic, creative, emotional, and athletic development, the District has gained 
statewide, national, and worldwide recognition.

Since 1991, District schools have been awarded California Distinguished 
School recognition 17 times; four National Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence; 
California Model Continuation High School twice; all six comprehensive schools 
ranked in the top 5% nationwide in 2014; two schools received California Gold 
Ribbon recognition with one school receiving recognition in all four possible 
areas; 20 straight state championships and national Science Olympiad champions 
ten times, including 2015, since 1995; national Speech and Debate program 
champions in 2008, 2011, 2013, and 2014; best Agriculture program in the 
Western United States in 2010 and 2011; all five JROTC programs are recognized 
as National Distinguished Units; and #6 STEM high school in the nation.

It’s all about the students and meeting their needs through ethical 
relationships among all District members. The most recent survey results 
indicated that 99% of the staff members believe that the District is a good 
place to work; 96% of the parents are satisfied with the schools; and 90% of the 
students are satisfied with the overall learning environment at the schools. 

Dr. Scott
Scambray

Superintendent

Garden Grove Unified School District
10331 Stanford Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6000 • www.ggusd.us

The Garden Grove Way
Serving nearly 47,000 students, Garden Grove Unified School 

District is proud of its highly successful schools. Our three 
district wide goals ensure that we prepare students with the 
academic and personal skills they need to achieve lifelong 
success. Our increased emphasis on preparing all students to 
be college and career ready has paid off! The graduation rate 
in GGUSD is an impressive 89.7%, higher than the averages for 
Orange County and the state. GGUSD Student eligibility for UC 
and CSU admission (“a-g rate”), an impressive 61%, is also higher 
than both Orange County and the state averages!

One reason for our high college preparatory rates is that 
our students benefit from varied opportunities to take advanced coursework. 
While most neighboring districts have eliminated Algebra and Geometry in 
middle school, our parents are delighted to know that GGUSD is continuing 
to offer both Algebra and Geometry in grades 7 and 8. We have a long history 
of academic excellence that includes offering accelerated math coursework, 
allowing our students to complete two years of AP Calculus by their senior year. 

As a part of our strategic plan, The Garden Grove Way, we have launched 
annual surveys of all stakeholders for our comprehensive annual progress 
report. Parents, students and staff were overwhelmingly positive about their 
schools and the overall district direction, with over 90% of all stakeholders 
indicating a PRIDE in their schools and the district. Providing a rigorous 
and supportive academic experience that motivates all learners to meet high 
expectations — that’s the Garden Grove Way!

Dr. Gabriela
Mafi

Superintendent

www.fjuhsd.k12.ca.us
www.fsd.k12.ca.us
http://sites.laverne.edu/organizational-leadership/
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Huntington Beach City School District
17011 Beach Blvd., Huntington Beach, CA 92647 • 714/964-8888 • www.hbcsd.k12.ca.us

Continued Educational Success
Through-out the Huntington Beach City School District our 

students continue to succeed in all areas of education. Having 
both of our middle schools receive the California Gold Ribbon 
Award in 2015 was a tremendous honor, and just one of the many 
successes we celebrate on a regular basis.

In HBCSD we believe in High Academic Standards for all of 
our students. Our dedicated staff work hard to ensure that each 
of our over 7,000 students achieve to their highest potential. Our 
staff collaborate effectively with other staff members, parents 
and our community for the benefit of all students. Each of our 9 
schools have a supportive and educational environment and each 

school utilizes relevant and robust materials and data to support each of our 
students. This year we are excited to be utilizing new materials in mathematics 
to support the Common Core Standards and look forward to great things 
coming out of our expanded music programs in both elementary and middle 
school. Each of our schools has expanded their technology capacity as we 
integrate technology into every subject to develop 21st Century Learners. 

Every day these attitudes and actions create wonderful schools full of 
supportive and caring people. It shows in the incredible teaching and student 
work at every grade level in every school. In Huntington Beach City School 
District we are a community of talented and dedicated educators here to 
support our students each and every day. Come by and see how we can help 
your student set a course for success.

Gregory
Haulk

Superintendent

Huntington Beach Union High School District
5832 Bolsa Ave., Huntington Beach, CA 92649 • 714/903-7000 • www.hbuhsd.edu

Amazing Teachers, Kids, Accomplishments!
It seems it was just yesterday (code words for I am “gaining 

in life experience”) that Mr. Ferrone, my sixth grade teacher, 
stopped what was always an amazing classroom experience of 
discussion, creativity and risk to share words that may not have 
made sense to a sixth grader at the time.  It seemed Mr. Ferrone 
rarely sat or even took time for a full breath.  So when on that 
memorable day he grabbed a stool, moved it to the center of our 
non-traditional room, and spoke in a slow but emotional voice, we 
knew important words would follow…and they did!  

As I recall, his voice almost cracked as he said, “You kids are 
just amazing, I struggle to find words to describe how smart, 

energetic, and creative you are each day.”  He went on for some time; for a 
sixth grader it was almost a bit awkward to see this amazing teacher whom 
we all adored teetering on the brink of emotion…but we listened intently to 
his descriptions; after all he thought we were pretty cool kids, and what sixth 
grader (or senior, for that matter) wouldn’t relish the moment.  His reaching 
for another breath didn’t slow his measure; in fact it was what he said next that 
we all took to heart… “I am confident that each of you will accomplish amazing 
things in your lives…you will win awards, raise kids smarter than you, have 
jobs that create new products and solve problems that adults today just couldn’t 
get to or have the perspective to see…yes, you all will find a path that will make 
me proud so many years later!”  

As we look toward a new school year in Huntington Beach Union and around 
our county, I wish all our students and teachers the very best…and yes, your 
very own Mr. Ferrone!

Dr. Greg S.
Plutko

Superintendent

Lacrosse—Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put OC Super in the subject line)

Rules!

Entries must be received by November 15, 2015
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

ATTACK

CLEATS

COACH

CREASE

DEFENSE

FIELD

GOAL KEEPER

HEAD

HELMETS 

MIDDIES

MOUTH GUARD

NET

PLAYERS

RULES

SCORE

SHAFT

SIDE LINES

STICK

TEAMS

UNIFORMS

We thank Barkate Orthodontics 
for sponsoring our contest.

(please see their ad on page 13)

Word Search by Kai Coop

www.hbcsd.k12.ca.us
www.hbuhsd.edu


Want to earn a credential or advance your career? 
We can help.
UCLA Extension offers CTC-approved Intern  
& Clear Credential Programs in:
• Multiple Subjects (elementary school grades K-6)

•  Single Subject in Math, Science, English, Social Science,  
and Spanish (middle/high school grades 6-12)

• Education Specialist (special education grades K-12)

Advance your career through an added authorization 
or certificate:
• Autism Spectrum Disorders

• Positive Behavior Support for Teachers

• Teaching K-12 Subject to English Learners (CTEL)

• Adding authorizations to existing credentials:

 – Multiple Subject Elementary Methods Course

 –  Single Subject Secondary Methods Courses in PE, English,  
Social Science, Math, and Science

Benefits include:
•  Convenient online courses – perfect for both local  

& international students

• Enroll any quarter

• Competitive tuition

• Entry-level programs available

• Financial aid & WIB scholarships available on selected programs

• Courses taught by professional experts in the field

• Designed for working individuals

• Practical classroom applications & strategies

To learn more about our many credentials & certificates, visit:  
uclaextension.edu/SNcredential  
or contact us at credentials@uclaextension.edu or (310) 825-4191.

16806-15
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Irvine Unified School District
5050 Barranca Pkwy., Irvine, CA 92604 • 949/936-5250 • www.iusd.org

Support and Building Capacity
The Irvine Unified School District was founded more than  

40 years ago by forward thinking educators who settled for 
nothing short of world-class schools. Although times and 
technologies have changed, we have not wavered from the 
same commitment to provide the highest quality educational 
experience we can envision. We thrive in a professional culture 
that is reflective and collaborative, and we will adapt our 
investments of time, energy, and resources to prepare students 
for a competitive and evolving future. 

It is essential for IUSD to continue to support and build 
capacity in our dedicated staff. Our ability to evolve and adapt 

to today’s pace and magnitude of change requires strategic investments in 
our educators and professionals. To fully leverage their collective expertise 
and talent, we must continue to develop and refine professional learning 
opportunities and design support systems that maximize their efforts.

In support of our vision, our students and staff must also have access to 
current instructional technology and modern facilities, which have the power to 
shape and enhance the learning environment in transformative ways. Access to 
high-quality facilities and engagement with the most effective technologies will 
further empower our teachers, staff, and students.

In partnership with the Irvine community, IUSD will continue to build 
upon our successes through innovative and strategic approaches to education, 
coupled with state-of-the-art facilities and the integration of technologies that 
will expand and leverage our collective talents and efforts. Through these 
efforts and investments, we remain as committed and confident as ever that we 
are ensuring that each student is prepared for their exciting future ahead.

Terry
Walker

Superintendent

Laguna Beach Unified School District
550 Blumont St., Laguna Beach, CA 92651 • 949/497-7700 • www.lbusd.org

Unimaginable Potential
What did the world look like when you graduated from high 

school? In 1976, we didn’t use cell phones, iPads, Skype, or 
onboard navigation systems. Now they are commonplace. Today, 
high school graduates contemplate careers that include robotics, 
game design, and biogenetics. Our graduates are entering a world 
of unimaginable potential and unforeseen challenge.

The “3 Rs,” reading, writing and arithmetic are crucial, but 
not enough. High school graduates must be effective thinkers, 
creators, collaborators, and communicators to be successful 
in a hyper-competitive, hyper-fast, and unpredictable global 
economy. In a flat world where routine, easily-replicated jobs are 

being automated or outsourced, U.S. businesses have shifted to embrace the 
knowledge age.

In Laguna Beach Unified School District, we engage students in learning the 
skills necessary to be successful in college and careers, including “21st Century 
skills,” — critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity. 
Our students are immersed in a wide array of athletics, activities, and learning 
experiences to form a strong foundation for future success. Laguna Beach students 
graduate from high school with the skills to compete in the global economy, and of 
equal importance, our graduates develop sound character, a social conscience, a 
deep awareness of global problems, and a history of community service.

The College Board, Orange County Register, California Department 
of Education, U.S. News and World Report, and California Business for 
Education Excellence have recognized Laguna Beach as an exemplary school 
district. Characterized by a dedicated school board; excellent teachers, 
principals, and staff; and a supportive, invested community, Laguna Beach is 
proud to offer the gold standard of education.

Dr. Sherine 
Smith

Superintendent

Los Alamitos Unified School District
10293 Bloomfield St., Los Alamitos, CA 90720 • 562/799-4700 • www.losa.org

Igniting Unlimited Possibilities
Students in Los Alamitos Unified continue to thrive in 

Academics, Athletics, Activities, and the Arts due to excellent 
parent and community support, highly skilled and talented teachers 
and staff, and visionary leadership from our Board of Trustees. 
Our spirit of excellence continues to drive ongoing improvement, 
innovation, implementation of our signature practices, and exciting 
uses of technology in every classroom.  Our commitment to the  
“Los Al Way” is exemplified by the implementation of our first, 
annual Los Al Connects Summer Institute, with over 44 exciting and 
dynamic professional development sessions available to all teachers. 

Our motto, Igniting Unlimited Possibilities for Students, 
represents our goal of ensuring students discover their passions and special talents, 
transform them into goals for their futures, and graduate fully prepared to achieve 
these goals. We expect students to dream big and to achieve these dreams! 

As a unified school district, we have the advantage of vertical teaming to 
ensure that every student receives a well-articulated, rich, and a rigorous 
program from pre-school through high school. We also have the joy of seeing 
the culminating results of our entire District Community’s efforts by the 
accomplishments of our high school students and graduates. LAHS ranked 
in the top 1% of high schools in the country by Newsweek, in the top 2% in 
the country by U.S. News & World Report, and was one of six districts in the 
United States named to the College Board’s Honor Roll five years in a row.  
Thirty-nine Scholar-Athletes accepted scholarships to Division One Schools, 
athletic teams earned six league championships and two CIF championships, 
and show choir was named National Grand Champions for the 5th time in six 
years. These accomplishments are just a sampling of the numerous awards 
received, culminating in all secondary schools being honored as California Gold 
Ribbon Schools. Go Los Al! 

Dr. Sherry
Kropp

Superintendent

La Habra City School District
500 N. Walnut St., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2305 • www.lahabraschools.org

Investing in Student Success
In the La Habra City School District we believe it is never too 

soon to prepare our students for College and Career.  Students enter 
school eager to learn and we are designing learning environments 
to empower our students to maintain a growth mindset about their 
abilities.  We encourage students to take risks and view setbacks as 
critical to their learning and growth. Our students are engaged in 
solving complex problems and learning to be creative and effective 
thinkers, communicators and doers.  Investing in developing a 
growth mindset empowers students with lifelong skills that enable 
them to overcome obstacles and continue to grow and develop.

We use technology as a tool to support the implementation 
of the Common Core Standards and to develop students’ skills in the 4 C’s - 
Communication, Collaboration, Creativity, and Critical Thinking.  Teachers meet 
weekly in Professional Learning Communities to discuss student learning and 
strategies to advance student achievement. Our classrooms are transforming into 
learning spaces designed to maximize instruction to support the needs of all students. 

Students work collaboratively to learn the elements of physics through 
designing and building rollercoasters, use computer aided design software to 
solve problems while gaining skills in communication, collaboration, critical-
thinking, use coding skills to work collaboratively to test theories, design 
multiple solutions, and take ownership of their learning through robotics. 
They engage in Project Based Learning to solve real world problems such 
as designing and creating a drought tolerant garden to address soil erosion 
and conserve water. Students participate in Student Showcases and local 
competitions to share and demonstrate their learning with the community.  

We are confident that we are empowering our students with a passion for 
learning to continue to grow and develop into tomorrow’s leaders. To learn 
more about the La Habra City School District visit our website. 

Dr. Susan
Belenardo

Superintendent

www.iusd.org
www.lbusd.org
www.losa.org
www.lahabraschools.org
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Magnolia School District
2705 West Orange Ave., Anaheim, CA 92804 • 714/761-5533 • www.msd.k12.ca.us

Collaborative Effort
The Magnolia School District serves approximately 6,500 

students in grades Pre-K through Sixth. We are located in the 
western corner of Anaheim on the border of both Buena Park and 
Stanton. We have very high achieving students, very talented and 
committed staff, and a very supportive Board of Trustees.

This year will be our third year in implementing our highly-
sought after Dual Immersion Spanish Program at one of our 
schools for students in grades 1-3. We have reinstated our Music 
Programs for grades K-6 including Band for students in grades 
5-6. We are pleased to offer a Physical Education program for 
students in grades 5-6. In order to prepare our students for the 

21st Century we have Chromebooks or other portable digital devices available 
in every classroom. In collaboration with the North Orange County Community 
College District we also offer Adult English as a Second Language (ASL) classes 
to our parent community.

We are driven to be one of the best school districts in educating students 
for success today and for the 21st Century. The entire District team and 
community work collaboratively to provide comprehensive Pre-K through 
Sixth-Grade educational programs and support services to promote student 
learning.

Our focus on the “whole child” is evidenced by our commitment to the 
academic, social, and emotional success of all of our students.

Dr. Frank
Donavan

Superintendent

Newport-Mesa Unified School District
2985-A Bear St., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-5000 • www.nmusd.us

Looking Forward
The upcoming school year promises to be another exceptional 

year filled with incredible opportunities for Newport-Mesa 
families. Continuing with our tradition of academic excellence, 
the 2015/16 school year will offer students three unique options 
to pursue their dreams and hone their talents. First, Dual 
Language programs make a return to Newport-Mesa elementary 
schools at Whittier (Spanish) and at College Park (Mandarin). 
Adams elementary is offering its neighborhood families the 
Modern Scholars program for students interested in extended 
academic challenges. Second, high schools will launch their 
Signature Academies where their first freshman class will enter 

programs to further their academic skills and to cultivate their creative talents 
through the arts and prepare them to “make their mark on the world.” Finally, 
next year our Bring Your Own Device program will allow students to engage in 
21st Century curriculum with their own technology. It’s going to be an exciting 
year.

Dr. Fred
Navarro

Superintendent

Barkate Orthodontics Proudly Supports
Our Local Schools and Dedicated Teachers!

San Clemente
1031 Avenida Pico, Suite 202

San Clemente, CA 92673
(949) 481-8900

Ladera Ranch
800 Coporate Drive, Suite 260

Ladera Ranch, CA 92694
(949) 365-0700

Newport Beach
2131 Westcliff  Drive, Suite 200 

Newport Beach, CA 92660
(949) 722-9010

Please see our ad on page 19.

Lowell Joint School District
11019 Valley Home Avenue, Whittier, CA 90603 • 562/943-0211 • www.ljsd.org

Globally Competitive Foundation
The Lowell Joint School District strives to be among the 

leading schools throughout the state of California. Our students 
receive a quality education from outstanding teachers whose top 
priority is the success of their students.  

The District is located in the southeastern portion of Los Angeles 
County and the northwestern portion of Orange County. It serves families 
from the communities of La Habra, La Habra Heights, and Whittier. 

The District serves the educational needs of students in 
Transitional Kindergarten through eighth grade at five K-6 
elementary schools and one intermediate school. All six schools 
have received the California Distinguished School Award and 
acknowledge the importance of education, the family, and traditional 

American values. There is an emphasis on higher education, personal integrity, social 
responsibility, Character Education, and an appreciation of our national heritage. 

Special programs provided at the schools include art and vocal music (TK-6) 
and instrumental music (6). At the junior high school, a full array of visual and 
performing arts classes is offered including beginning and advanced band, 
percussion, drumline, vocal music and drama. Classes are offered in drawing, 
painting, 3-D design and advanced art. An extensive STEM program is also 
offered with classes in Design and Modeling, Robotics, Audio Engineering, 
Green Architecture and Energy and the Environment. Three seasons of after-
school sports and after-school enrichment opportunities, such as Science 
Olympiad, are offered at the junior high school.

There is an emphasis on 21st century learning skills and a vast array of 
technology is infused at all of the schools to ensure our students have the 
foundation to be globally competitive. Parents understand that Lowell Joint 
schools offer the best educational opportunities and as such, we serve as a 
district of destination for the community.

Dr. Bonnie
Bell 

Superintendent

www.msd.k12.ca.us
www.nmusd.us
http://www.barkatesmiles.com
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Sports, homework support, exposure to the arts, 
technology and time to have fun with friends are just a 
few highlights of the YMCA Afterschool Program - 
located right on campus!

Before & Afterschool Care

PREPARING FOR

SUCCESS

ENROLL TODAY!
(866) 837-9622
ymcaoc.org/asc

Locations in:
MISSION VIEJO FAMILY YMA
LAGUNA NIGUEL FAMILY YMCA
BEACH CITIES FAMILY YMCA

FUN CLUBS CURRICULUM!
•  Cooking
•  Engineering
•  Photography
•  Science
•  Art & More!

Explore interests, learn 
new skills, and develop 
cool hobbies!

BUILDING A BRIGHTER
           CONFIDENT KID

Kindergarten Plus and 
Before & After
Kindergarten Time
ymcaoc.org/kindergarten-plustime

Kindergarten Plus is a structured, 
academic enrichment program that 
reinforces concepts taught in your 
child’s kindergarten classroom based 
on state and district standards.

Locations in:
MISSION VIEJO FAMILY YMA
LAGUNA NIGUEL FAMILY YMCA
BEACH CITIES FAMILY YMCA

FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE

Ocean View School District
17200 Pinehurst Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92647 • 714/847-2551 • www.ovsd.org

Shared Commitment
It is with a sense of heartfelt reflection that I write my last 

School News article. At the end of June, I returned to my home state 
of Oregon with my family to begin a new chapter as Superintendent 
of Eugene School District 4J. During my three years at Ocean View 
School District, I had the pleasure of meeting hundreds of students, 
parents, employees, and community members. Their shared 
commitment to education was overwhelming. Now, as we head into 
the 2015-2016 school year, a new Superintendent will be announced 
to guide OVSD through this exciting next phase.

Our school district faced its share of challenges this past year 
following abatement and reconstruction at three of its elementary 

schools; however, I am confident OVSD is firmly on its way to a financially and 
academically strong future. Our Board of Trustees was recently presented with 
a multi-faceted construction funding plan, which ensures construction costs 
will not impact District reserves or the general fund. This includes a long-term 
option of selling surplus District properties and three short-term solutions: 

• Certificates of Participation (COP) financing, which could provide  
 $9.5 million as soon as August.
• Modernization funding from existing projects with the State, which will  
 potentially save OVSD almost $11 million.
• An application for 50-50 reimbursement match (nearly $1.5 million) for  
 approved abatement work through the State’s Facility Hardship Program.
What’s next for us? With great enthusiasm, we will reopen Hope View School this fall. 

Oak View School will welcome back students and staff while reconstruction is completed. 
While plans are made for Lake View, students and staff will reside at Westmont next year. 

I thank the OVSD family, County administrators, and our surrounding 
communities for embracing me in a positive, family-oriented education 
environment. I look forward to hearing great things about OVSD!

Gustavo
Balderas

Superintendent

Orange Unified School District
1401 N. Handy St., Orange, CA 92867 • 714/628-4040 • www.orangeusd.org

Mission Statement
The Orange Unified School District (OUSD), being committed to 

planning for continual improvement, will offer a learning environment 
of excellence, with high expectations, to provide each student with 
the opportunity to be able to compete in the global economy.

Our Location
The OUSD, located in Orange County, is 37 miles southeast 

of Los Angeles and 68 miles north of San Diego serving students 
from the cities of Orange, Garden Grove, Santa Ana, Villa Park, 
Anaheim and Anaheim Hills, unincorporated North Tustin and the 
unincorporated areas east of Orange to the Riverside County line. All 

told, the OUSD covers 108 square miles of mostly suburban development, with a large 
area of semi-rural and undeveloped land to the east. 

Top Ten Core Values 
This we believe above all else…
1.   That all students will learn.
2.   That all available resources will be utilized to ensure student success.
3.   That everyone needs to model servant leadership.
4.   That creating a shared vision will empower others.
5.   That communicating our shared vision requires honesty and consistency.
6.   That all people should be treated with respect and dignity.
7.   That we demonstrate trustworthiness by all we say and do.
8.   That we need to listen empathically and respectfully to understand the  

           message beyond the words.
9.   That everyone is our customer and, therefore, we will always follow-up  

           and follow-through.
10. That what’s best for our students comes first and foremost.

Michael L.
Christensen

Superintendent

www.ovsd.org
www.orangeusd.org
http://www.ymca.org/kindergarten-plustime
http://www.ymcaoc.org/afterschool-care/
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Savanna School District
1330 S. Knott Ave., Anaheim, CA  92804 • 714/236-3800 • www.savsd.k12.ca.us

Great Expectations
What a special place Savanna School District is! Encompassing 

parts of the cities of Anaheim, Buena Park, Cypress and Stanton, 
Savanna School District is an elementary school district with 
approximately 2400 students. These students attend one of our 
four schools: Cerritos, Hansen, Holder and Twila Reid Schools.

Our philosophy of “Great Expectations…The Best Is Yet 
To Come” can be evidenced through our  positive learning 
environment and strong academic program. Our Great 
Expectations are that all students are college and career ready 
when they leave our schools; we know that ‘The Best Is Yet To 
Come” as teachers integrate hands-on learning based on clear, 

consistent, rigorous, and relevant lessons that will help to provide students with 
a strong foundation on which to build. Great Expectations can be evidenced 
in the infusion of technology into all lessons across the curriculum; teaching 
students how to use the available technologies for research as well as for 
developing projects to demonstrate their learning is equally essential. To meet 
these goals, we have established Technology Learning Centers on each campus.  
Equally important is our commitment to providing comprehensive professional 
development for staff as well as increased utilization of technological tools for 
students throughout the year ahead.

The entire Savanna School District staff and Board of Trustees welcomes 
you to the 2015-16 school year and look forward to a wonderful opportunity 
to demonstrate ‘The Best Is Yet To Come’ as we prepare our students to be 
successful, contributing members of the community. Savanna School District 
truly is a special place to be!

Dr. Sue 
Johnson

Superintendent

Saddleback Valley Unified School District
25632 Peter hartman Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-1234 • www.svusd.k12.ca.us

Students First
Every day over 2,800 dedicated employees, energetic 

volunteers, supportive community members, and local agencies 
invest in the nearly 30,000 students in the Saddleback Valley 
Unified School District. Our dedicated team, with a singular focus 
to put students first, has led to rising test scores, championship 
athletic teams, professionally recognized performing arts, and 
day-to-day successes in each and every classroom. 

A tour of our schools reveal successful educational settings 
where students are engaged, moving forward, and garnering 
skills that will help them be productive members of other 
learning communities in the future. This concept of coming 
together in a family culture helps us serve students in five cities 

and multiple neighborhoods including Laguna Hills, Lake Forest, Mission Viejo, 
Rancho Santa Margarita and Trabuco Canyon. 

SVUSD schools offer a unique emphasis in science, language arts, 
performing arts, second language immersion, environmental education and AP 
and IB Classes. With a two-to-one student to device ratio, technology is used 
to enhance student learning at all grade levels and makes our students and 
staff some of the most recognized leaders in educational technology today. The 
ongoing support has led to 29 California Distinguished Schools and 13 national 
Blue Ribbon Schools. 

Saddleback Valley’s team of dedicated teachers, hardworking support staff, 
and student centered administrators help students make a difference in their 
communities.

Santa Ana Unified School District
1601 E. Chestnut Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701 • 714/558-5512 • www.sausd.us

A Culturally Rich Community
The Santa Ana Unified School District is a culturally rich 

community with second, third, and fourth generation families 
who have attended Santa Ana schools. Our oldest school, Santa 
Ana High School, has been serving the Santa Ana community for 
125 years. This year, we commemorated the history and legacy 
of Santa Ana High School and the impact that it has made in the 
lives of thousands of families and students.  

Currently, the Santa Ana Unified School District serves 52,000 
students in grades K - 12 at 56 campuses throughout the city 
of Santa Ana. Approximately 60% of our students begin their 
education as English learners with the majority speaking Spanish 

as their native language. While some may view this as an obstacle, we value and 
embrace it and consider it an asset and opportunity for our students to excel 
and become proficient in both languages. This year, that was clearly evident 
when we celebrated 889 of our high school seniors who received the State Seal 
of Biliteracy. The Seal of Biliteracy is an award given by a school, school district 
or county office of education in recognition of students who have studied and 
attained proficiency in two or more languages by high school graduation. This 
high-level of distinction provides our students with a competitive edge in 
college and within their careers, a tremendous asset in the 21st century.

Dr. Rick 
Miller

Superintendent

Dr. Clint
Harwick

Superintendent

Placentia-Yorba Linda Unified School District
1301 Orangethorpe Ave., Placentia, CA 92870 • 714/986-7000 • www.pylusd.org

New Opportunities
We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build 

our youth for the future. —President Franklin Delano Roosevelt

The end of each school year is an incredibly gratifying time 
to reflect upon the accomplishments of the students of the 
Placentia-Yorba Linda Unified School District...graduating seniors 
who are off to colleges and universities...students who have, in the 
course of the year, learned to read and write, solve problems, hone 
their technology skills, produce and perform works of art, and in many 
other ways, face and rise above academic and personal challenges. 

It is also exciting to look forward to what the 2015-2016 school 
year has to offer. As we anticipate the coming school year, we recognize the 
privilege and high calling each of us in the PYLUSD has to build, equip, inspire, 
and provide opportunities to our youth for their future. Each day, we seek to 
provide something for every student, something that will not only nurture 
thinking but will build character and integrity, as well. The year ahead presents 
new opportunities to do just that, including:

• Implementation of a $6 million Career Pathways grant.
• Return of elementary music education to all district fourth graders.
• Provision of Preppy K classes to help our youngest students get a great  
 start in school.
• Expansion of AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) programs  
 to include all secondary schools in our district.
• Growth of our PYLUSD Parent University, providing training for our families.
Seeking to provide the best possible education for each and every one of 

our students is both exhilarating and compelling.  Our PYLUSD staff and 
community have much to be thankful for and even more to look forward to!

Dr. Doug
Domene

Superintendent

www.savsd.k12.ca.us
www.svusd.k12.ca.us
www.sausd.us
www.pylusd.org
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Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7339 • www.tustin.k12.ca.us

Commited to Future-Ready Students
The Tustin Unified School District had an outstanding 2014-15 

school year.  It was a year of high achievement by students, while 
the District continues the implementation of TUSD Connect: a shift 
to new rigorous standards, engaging instructional strategies and 
the integration of technology.  In addition, our graduates continued 
to matriculate to the best colleges and universities in the nation.

The District continues to make progress in its six goals: 
student achievement, student wellness, quality facilities, highly 
qualified employees, fiscal responsibility and parent/community 
partnerships. 

Highlights of the year include:
• Seven California Gold Ribbon Schools: Currie, Hewes and Pioneer middle schools;  
 Orchard Hills School; and Beckman, Foothill and Tustin high schools.
• Hillview High School was selected as a California Model Continuation High School.
• Arroyo Elementary School teacher Janis Leach was named Orange County  
 Teacher of the Year.
• Beckman, Foothill and Tustin high schools were named to U.S. News &  
 World Report’s list of the top high schools in the nation. 
• The Foothill and Tustin high schools’ engineering programs continued to  
 gain accolades and unique experiences for their students.
• Columbus Tustin Middle School was chosen to showcase its AVID   
 (Advancement Via Individual Determination) National Demonstration   
 Program to educators and leaders.
• More than 85 students from all six middle schools participated in the   
 District’s first after-school Robotics League.
• Over 20,000 devices were deployed to students in grades K-12 through  
 Measure S: 12,000 iPads for grades K-8 and 8,000 laptops for grades 9-12.
These achievements have poised the District to continue to excel into the future.

Westminster School District
14121 Cedarwood Ave., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/894-7311 • www.wsd.k12.ca.us

Proud to Be in WSD
I would like to express my appreciation to our students, 

staff and parents for a fantastic school year! Together, we 
achieved great success and here are just a few of our noteworthy 
accomplishments:

Dual Immersion – We are very excited that we will be the  
 first district in the state to offer a Vietnamese/English Language 
Dual Immersion program this fall at DeMille Elementary.  One 
class is already full and remaining spots are going fast!

Educational Technology – The implementation of 1:1 
technology devices for all students took a huge leap forward this 
year.  We purchased 8,200 Chromebooks and every student in 

2nd - 8th grade received one. In addition, the district is now utilizing Haiku, 
Google Apps and Discovery Education.  

Saturday Academy – We held five Saturday Academies at 16 schools 
this year which allows us to recover funding lost from student absences 
through this voluntary four-hour enrichment program. Our students received 
specialized tutoring, access to educational technology, arts integration and 
more.  Approximately 4,800 students participated in our Saturday Academies 
for a projected savings of $230,000!

Resource Centers Completed – These 21st century learning facilities 
at Johnson and Warner Middle Schools were funded by Measure O and house 
a digital library, computer stations, reading and study areas and conference 
rooms.

Preschool Program Growth – Using a $640,000 funding award from the 
California Department of Education, the district opened three new, full-day, 
year-round preschool classrooms at Land School. With 1,000 students enrolled 
in our preschools, we have one of the largest preschool programs in Orange 
County.

Dr. Marian
Phelps

Superintendent

Dr. Gregory A.
Franklin

Superintendent

Set her up for Success Today!

Girl Scouts creates academic success through:
Cooperative Learning        Learning by Doing       Girl-Led LearningCooperative Learning        Cooperative Learning        Cooperative Learning Learning by Doing       Learning by Doing       Learning by Doing Girl-Led Learning

www.GirlScoutsOC.org/Join

“I get to face 
my fears and 

try new things.  
Girl Scouts 

teaches me 
lots of 

important life 
lessons.”

- 10yr old Girl Scout

www.tustin.k12.ca.us
www.wsd.k12.ca.us
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The Central Orange County CTE Partnership
2323 N. Broadway, Suite 301, Santa Ana, CA 92706 • 714/966-3528 • www.ocde.us/ctep

CTE Is for All Students
Research has demonstrated time and again that when young 

people realize their schoolwork is relevant in the real world, 
they find it much more interesting. As a result, they put more 
energy into all of their studies. Whether a student is bound for a 
prestigious university or will start their career right after high 
school, having a clear idea of their ultimate career aspirations 
often makes a significant difference in their educational 
achievements. 

 Long before the end of middle school, students display strong 
interests and personality characteristics. They may be excited 
about sports, art, music, computers, or helping others. They may 

be quiet and reflective, outgoing and inquisitive, studious or interested in their 
social lives. These are all traits that they are likely to retain as they grow and 
mature. Recognizing these characteristics and basing educational decisions on 
them can have a far-reaching effect on student success in high school.

How do we help our students make the connection between who they 
are, who they aspire to be, and their Algebra, Language Arts, Science, and 
Social Studies classes? We do it by asking our teachers, counselors and career 
technicians to learn as much as they can about a student’s interests, talents and 
skills. We then research careers that will inspire and motivate them to achieve 
more in all of their classes. Every day in California, Career Technical Education 
offered through high school ROP and CTE programs, is helping thousands of 
students to reach their highest potential.

Diana S.
Schneider
Sr. Director

Coastline ROP
1001 Presidio Square, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/979-1955 • www.coastlinerop.net

Innovate, Educate, Inspire
Like other educational entities in recent years, career 

technical education has faced unprecedented challenges:  
national and state economic crises, sweeping legislative mandates 
for change, and a comprehensive restructuring of ROP funding 
models. Despite these uncertain economic and legislative issues, 
Coastline ROP has remained a stable, viable provider of high 
quality career technical education to a diverse school community.

Rigor and relevance for students remain at the center 
of Coastline ROP’s instructional programs and practices. 
Continually increasing the number of courses meeting UC/CSU 
admissions requirements, the number of articulation agreements 

with community colleges, and the ongoing addition of innovative new courses 
all contribute to the success of students in meeting the high demands of 
postsecondary educational institutions and the local workforce.

Technology resources at the ROP have been upgraded and retooled to give 
students better access to industry-specific equipment and better prepare them 
for advanced education and high-wage, high-demand jobs. New classes that 
incorporate this technology include: Engineering Innovations, Programming 
and Robotics, and Advanced Manufacturing Engineering Technology.

Coastline ROP is pleased to report that our school districts, Huntington 
Beach Union, Irvine, Newport-Mesa, Saddleback Valley, and Tustin have 
reaffirmed the value and necessity of ROP programs and have renewed our 
Joint Powers Agreement. Together with these educational partners, Coastline 
ROP will continue to provide students with the skills necessary to effectively 
transition to college and careers—skills that will help them prepare for 
emerging opportunities and a global economy.

Darlene
LeFort

Superintendent

North Orange County ROP
385 North Muller Street, Anaheim, CA 92801 • 714/502/5858 • www.nocrop.us

Alive and Strong!
North Orange County ROP welcomes the 2015-16 school year. 

Amid many changes around us, we are alive and strong. Our unique 
ability to adapt to the needs of our districts, a changing workforce 
and students, remains uncontested as our greatest strength.  Yet, 
ROP is alive not simply because of our ability to change. We are 
alive and strong because of our proven ability to advance and grow. 
In fact, we have a knack for it. The strengths and advancements of 
our programs are reflected in our 22,000 students. 

ROP students remain relevant because ROP studies labor 
trends to ensure programs fit local workforce needs, giving 
students the opportunity to secure employment and receive 
advanced training.

ROP students remain strong because ROP relies on local industry-authorities 
to speak into our curriculum through business advisories, a rigorous approach 
to developing industry-approved curriculum. This year ROP is increasing 
its industry-recognized certifications and accreditations. Partnerships with 
the National Automotive Technicians Education Foundation (NATEF) and 
professional culinary certification program, ProStart, are resulting in new 
opportunities for ROP students to stand out and advance their skills. As of 
2015-16, NOCROP will offer four of the six NATEF-accredited high school 
programs within a 50-mile radius.

ROP students remain successful because ROP is committed to the belief that 
students learn best through hands-on learning experiences. Last year, many 
ROP students competed in skill-based national competitions and won medals.

As ROP continues to thrive, our students continue to be successful. Please 
visit our new website to learn more about all of the exciting new things that we 
have going on. 

Dr. Michael
Worley

Superintendent

®
Education+Communication=A Better Nation

Join Our
Sales Team!

Work from Your Home
28 Publications to Sell

in the Counties of
Orange, Los Angeles, San Diego

Choose the area you know best!

If you have sales experience and 
would like to work from your home 
as an Independent Contractor 
(commission only), please call or 
email for information. 

Kay 562-493-3193
kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com

I would suggest you review our  
web site to gain an understanding  

of our publications.
www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

www.ocde.us/ctep
www.coastlinerop.net
www.nocrop.us
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