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Looking for Iron Man (aka Tony Stark)

FR
EE

Ann-Marie Frank, Teacher at  
Torrance Elementary School

In the first Iron Man movie, 
Tony Stark, imprisoned with only 
rudimentary tools, ingeniously 
figures out how to build an iron man 
suit to escape to freedom. Movie 
magic or clever engineer? Computer-
generated graphics or resourceful 
scientist? The answer? All of the above.

Robotics isn’t just an element 
of a great science-fiction story or a 
Marvel Comics blockbuster movie. 
It’s real. It’s Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) 
entwined with passion, hard work, 
patience, and, occasionally, the need 
to binge watch every Avengers movie 
ever released.

Progress is often called 
creative destruction. Progress is 
enlightening, inspiring, and curious. 
Our students should be treated to 
the same.

By Martha Deutsch, President
Creative and Innovative Education

As the 2015–2016 school year comes to a close and 
everyone starts to transition to a summer state of mind, 
it is an excellent time to reflect on the progress and 
triumphs of the past year. As the 21st-century classroom 
integrates curriculum with hands-on learning and 
technology, teachers have the opportunity to develop 
relevant, technology-based lessons. Today’s students are 
not passive learners, with a teacher standing in front of 
the class delivering a standard lesson. Today’s teacher 
strives to connect students to the outside world in creative 
and innovative ways, where learning is enhanced through 
inquiry, discovery, and experience.

As I visit classrooms and speak with administrators 
and teachers, I see the strides we have made in boosting 
student achievement by creating student-centric learning 
spaces. The hours of continuous professional development 
and collaboration are visible in each and every classroom 
throughout the district. Whether implementing Next 
Generation Science Standards or determining which 
classroom resources students need to advance their 
academic knowledge, our educators address each 
challenge with professionalism, dedication, and tenacity to 
ensure our students have the high-quality education they 
deserve.
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SUPERINTENDENT
TUSD Schools: 
Educating the  
Next Generation  
of Leaders

Torrance Unified 
School District (TUSD) 
administrators, faculty, 
and staff have the 
essential responsibility 
of educating nearly 

24, 000 students each year. We 
do this with a combination of 
dedication, perseverance, and 
commitment in order to educate the 
next generation of entrepreneurs, 
innovators, engineers, teachers, 
artists, and community leaders. 
TUSD can proudly boast a 96 percent 
graduation rate, one of the highest in 
the state of California. Our students 
are constantly being recognized for 
their academic and extracurricular 
achievements. Whether they are 
being accepted to the colleges of 
their choice or receiving honors in 
debate, choir, robotics, athletics, or 
dance competitions, our students 
are able to achieve their goals 
because of our talented team of 
teachers, classified employees, and 
administrators, who work tirelessly 
to ensure their success. I have always 
said that our goal is to maximize 
student achievement. We are able 
to accomplish this goal because 
our educators focus on growth 
models for each individual student, 
making certain each student’s 
educational needs are met. Last 
month we celebrated our teachers, 
nurses, and classified employees. 
Please remember to thank them for 
their unwavering commitment and 
service.

I am very excited that a record 12 
schools—Adams, Anza, Arlington, 
Arnold, Fern, Hickory, Riviera, 
Seaside, Towers, Victor, Wood, and 
Yukon Elementary Schools—are 
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Enter Project Lead The Way (PLTW), a nationwide nonprofit organization. 
PLTW teaches teachers how to integrate STEM into the curriculum…and it 
doesn’t stop there. Giving teachers the tools and training to take back to the 
classroom is just the beginning. PLTW is about students accomplishing their 

See Looking for iron Man • Page 15

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com

After-School STEM Club - 5th graders work collaboratively and creatively  
to build tube roller coaster and simple machines.

http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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What is a heat illness?
When your child’s body produces too 

much heat (e.g., when running vigorously) 

or is unable to cool down when exposed 

to intensive heat (e.g., sitting in a hot car 

with the windows rolled up), it struggles 

to maintain a normal internal body 

temperature. In such conditions, dangerously 

high body temperatures can cause heat-

related illnesses such as heat exhaustion and 

the most severe form, heat stroke.

Heat stress and exhaustion typically result 

from exposure to high heat without adequate 

fluid and salt replacement. If exposure to 

heat and humidity is physically intense or 

prolonged, a child may be at risk for heat 

stroke. In hot, humid weather, evaporation 

of sweat – one of the body’s primary cooling 

mechanisms – is hindered, overloading the 

body’s ability to regulate its core temperature.

How can I protect my child from heat-related illnesses?
Children are at risk for heat-related illnesses when exposed to heat and 
humidity without proper hydration.

Health News by Jay Joo, MD

•	 heavy sweating

•	 weakness

•	 fainting

•	 muscle cramps

•	 clammy skin

•	 thirst

•	 nausea

Dr. Joo is a 

pediatrician at the  

UCLA Health  

office in Torrance, 

located at 23550 

Hawthorne 

Boulevard,  

Suite 180.

Heat Stress and 
Heat Exhaustion: Heat Stroke:

During a heat stroke, your child’s body 

temperature will increase rapidly, 

compromising the central nervous system 

and potentially leading to confusion, 

decreased mental acuity and seizures.

Diagnosis and Treatment. 
Symptoms of milder forms of heat illness, 

such as heat stress and heat exhaustion, 

include nausea, fainting and weakness. 

Treatment involves immediate removal from 

exercise/exposure to heat, promptly followed 

by rehydration. If your child is experiencing 

a heat stroke (body temperature higher 

than 104°F), move your child to a cooler 

location and contact a medical professional 

immediately. Apply cool cloths to your 

child’s body and remove any excess 

clothing but do NOT give him/her fluids. 

Additional cooling and treatment should 

be administered under the supervision of 

a medical professional. If untreated, heat 

stroke can cause damage to the brain, 

heart, kidneys and muscles.

Prevention
If your child is playing in warm weather, 

schedule frequent water and rest breaks. 

Sports drinks containing electrolytes can 

help replace electrolytes lost through 

sweat when your child is engaging in 

prolonged (usually more than one hour) 

and vigorous exercise. Never leave your 

child in a locked vehicle, even for short 

periods of time, as enclosed spaces can 

heat up rapidly.

•	 	 fever (higher than 104°F)

•	 nausea/vomiting

•	 dizziness/confusion

•	 unconsciousness

•	 flushed, dry skin

•	 seizures

•	 visual disturbances

•	 rapid breathing

•	 rapid, strong pulse

http://uclahealth.org/torrancepediatrics
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Torrance Council of PTAs
www.torrancecouncilofptas.org

Our Units—Elements of Success
By Michelle Van Lerberghe, President

Torrance Council of PTAs is extremely proud of the accomplishments of the 
council and unit PTAs for the 2015–16 school year. Our 30 units and the council 
have served a total of 398,136 volunteer hours. Volunteering is the heart of PTA.

Each PTA unit has awarded scholarships to graduating high school seniors. 
This year, the PTAs have awarded $39,450 in scholarship money! Additionally, 
we had one high school senior from North High receive a scholarship from the 
California State PTA. Council awarded nine scholarships in May.

In the Reflections Contest, a National PTA arts recognition and achievement 
program, Torrance Council had one student win first place in judging at the 
California State PTA level, and his work has been sent to National PTA for 
judging.

Our PTA units have provided a multitude of programs for the schools, 
including Healthy Ever After, Adventures in Art. science assemblies, 
social studies assemblies, carnivals, robotics, spelling bees, skate nights, 
multicultural weeks, fun runs, service clubs, Read Across America, test-prep 
classes and parent education!

Our council and units are already preparing for next year. Several board 
members from our units and council will be attending training sessions at the 
California State PTA Convention. This annual convention is also a great place to 
get ideas for programs, fund-raisers and membership drives.

Our goal is to effectively advocate for all students. You can help us attain 
that goal by joining your unit PTA. Everyone is welcome!

Congratulations Class of 2016!
As always, thank you for 

continuing to include School News 
among your reading choices. If you 
would like your friends or relatives 
to enjoy this District’s School News, 
we post the entire publication on our 
web site www.schoolnewsrollcall.com.

Thank you for your contest entries 
and wonderful emails with your 
submissions. We have a word search 
for you in this issue on page 18.

In this issue you will read about 
the importance of volunteering, good 
citizenship, nutrition, photography, 
college & career readiness and much 
more...enjoy!

Our next issue is October 26. Until 
then have a fun summer and please 
remember to include the library 
among your child’s activities.

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher

Neta Madison

Netragrednik
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TEF Awards $68,000 in Scholarships
By Susan Swinburne, Executive Director

On May 3 the Torrance Education Foundation honored 28 high school seniors 
at a reception held at the Toyota Automotive Museum, with support from a 
local oil company. Each graduating senior received a TEF scholarship for their 
freshman year in college this fall. A total of $68,000 was awarded by the TEF.

“Our scholarship program has been helping TUSD students pursue college 
for 23 years,” said Foundation Board Member Dee Hardison. “We have strong 
partnerships with area businesses and philanthropists who work with TEF 
every year, providing financial support so that students from all of our high 
schools have an opportunity to benefit from the scholarship program.”

Students receiving scholarships in 2016 will attend schools from coast to 
coast, including MIT, NYU, and Michigan State, as well as locally to UCLA, UC 
Davis, and CSUs in Dominguez Hills, Long Beach, and San Diego.

Scholarship recipient Beverly Castillo and her parents at the TEF reception on May 3rd.
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Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach
2801 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806 • 800-MEMORIAL • MillerChildrens.org/Surgery

Understanding Minimally Invasive Surgery
The possibility of your child requiring surgery can be daunting. 

Understanding the type of surgery your child needs and how it 
will benefit them is important. A number of procedures never 
thought possible are now minimally invasive, including surgeries 
done on the esophagus, hernia, tumors and more.

Traditionally, surgical procedures were performed through 
large incisions using “open” incision techniques. Whenever 
possible, surgical procedures are now being done through tiny 
incisions, often less than an inch long, using minimally invasive 
surgery, or “keyhole” techniques.

In most minimally invasive surgeries, a flexible camera and 
light-weight surgical instruments are introduced to the area 
requiring surgery through tiny incisions. Guided by greatly 
magnified images on a television monitor, surgeons may perform 
complex procedures less invasively.

The advantages of minimally invasive surgery are many, including:
• Less pain • Shorter/eliminated overnight hospital stay
• Improved recovery times  • Minimized scarring

It also is important for your child undergoing surgery to understand what 
they will be experiencing. You can help by:

• Asking questions of your child’s surgeon, anesthesiologist and nursing  
 staff to better understand what your child will experience
• Speaking honestly about what will happen
• Listening to your child’s concerns about surgery
• Touring the surgical unit with your child
• Encouraging your child to participate in medical play
Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach offers tips and a virtual 

tour of its Pediatric Surgical Center at MillerChildrens.org/Surgery.

Fombe 
Ndiforchu, MD, 

MPH, MBA 
Medical Director, 

Henry L. Guenther 
Foundation 

Pediatric Surgical 
Center,  

Miller Children’s & 
Women’s Hospital 

Long Beach

LAUNCH Preschool Programs
4100 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/972-6500x2550 • launch.tusd.org

The First 5 Years Have Much to Do with the Next 80
Bill Gates Sr., Chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

This spring the LAUNCH Preschool revised its Vision 
Statement. Input was garnered from parents and staff to 
ensure that our statement reflected our shared goals. The 
final result, “Provide an exemplary academically intensive and 
multidisciplinary early intervention program for our students 
in a safe, fun nurturing environment founded upon a united, 
collaborative research based program for children of all ability 
levels,” is a genuine reflection of what our program is about. We 
are so excited to take this statement and its goals to help our 

students prepare for their next 80 year.
We have had another wonderful and productive year at LAUNCH getting our 

little people ready for the next eighty. Thank you to our wonderful parents and 
staff for sharing your time and gifts.

Dr. Elaine 
Semple
Principal

http://millerchildrens.org/surgery
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Adams Elementary
2121 238th St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4480 • adams.tusd.org

Reflections from Fifth-Graders
“My memory about John Adams is my first day of school in 

kindergarten. It was when my friend and I promised to be BFFs 
forever until we go our separate ways in high school or college.”

“There are too many great memories in my sensational school 
to pick just one. But one that I might never forget is the district 
spelling bee. Even though I didn’t win, I tried to make my 
family, friends and school proud. That feeling makes it the most 
memorable.”

“My memory about John Adams is when I was in third grade 
and I was in the talent show. It was the time of my life! I hope 

that someone like me will do the same and enter the talent show and have the 
time of their life.”

“I am in the fifth grade and I go to John Adams Elementary. To me, John 
Adams makes fifth grade fun and unforgettable—after all, it is my last year 
here! One of my favorite fifth-grade activities is Wild Wednesdays. The first 
Wednesday of every month, we have a day to be or dress silly! Last month, 
it was mismatch day, and I came to school with two different shoes and two 
different hair styles! This is my take on just one of many fun fifth-grade 
activities.”

“I remember... going to the zoo in kindergarten; the first day of kindergarten; 
when my friend and I went to the principal’s office; all the friends I’ve met; the 
day I was picked for Math Olympian; when in fourth grade, we did a mission 
report, and I got San Gabriel; the time I went whale watching; meeting my two 
best friends.”

Dr. Kumi  
Toyoda-Smart

Principal

Arlington Elementary
17800 Van Ness Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4519 • arlingtonpta.com

Shining Gold
Our Super Stars were shining gold this month, when 

Arlington Elementary School received official notice from State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson that we were 
named a California Gold Ribbon School!

Our students, staff members, and parents were so excited to 
show off our Community of Learners to the site validation team 
during their visit in March. In order to see improved student 
performance, we believe we must focus on building up all the 
components of the educational process: teachers, parents, and 

students. During the visit, we highlighted our teachers’ skill, their professional 
development, and regular teacher collaboration, which helps them to grow, 
plan, and learn.

The visitors also visited our classrooms, where they saw our students 
engaged and active in their learning, with lessons that provided rigor and 

depth. Finally, the 
validation team spoke 
with a handful of parents, 
who shared how pleased 
they are with the school 
and the numerous 
opportunities provided 
for parental involvement 
and parent education, 
particularly related to 
the Common Core State 
Standards.

We are so incredibly 
proud of our school, staff, 
students, and community!

Dr. Vicki Hath
Principal

Apply online today at www.elcamino.edu/free

Two summer sessions to choose from:
Eight-week session begins 

Monday, June 20
Six-week session begins 

Tuesday, July 12

Free college classes available to eligible  
high school juniors and seniors!*

Earn college credits while still in high school! 

Eligible high school juniors and seniors must apply online and submit a Concurrent  
Enrollment Application. For more information visit www.elcamino.edu/free.

*Enrollment fees are waived for California residents.

FREE Summer Classes at El Camino College!

EL CAMINO COLLEGE

Have a fun summer!

http://adams.tusd.org
http://arlingtonpta.com
http://www.elcamino.edu/free
http://www.elcamino.edu/free
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Anza Elementary
21400 Ellinwood Dr., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4559 • anzaelementary.org

Teacher Exchange!
Everyone is familiar with the 

concept of exchange students who 
visit from various countries, such 
as Japan, Spain, China or Korea. 
But this spring, Anza Elementary 
School had the opportunity to try 
something a little different—a 
teacher exchange! Anza School 
was approached by an organization 

headquartered in Osaka, Japan, that trains and 
credentials teachers for the three school districts 
in Japan. We were asked to host six already 
credentialed teachers for one week in March 
so that the Japanese teachers could soak up as 
much knowledge as possible about the American 
methods of teaching, especially regarding ESL or 
students learning another language.

The teachers were treated to an afternoon 
presentation by Jane Yoon, Torrance’s language 
specialist, as well as Anza’s sizable ELMAC 
committee members who were there to welcome 
them with refreshments and answer their 
questions from their own experience. Overall, 
the Japanese teachers, the Anza teachers and the 
students felt that the experience was rewarding 
and beneficial to all and would like to make it a 
yearly tradition.

Barbara Marks
Principal

Arnold Elementary
4100 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4524 • 

arnold.tusd.org

Another Great Year  
Comes to An End!

Here at Arnold Elementary 
School, we pride ourselves on 
academic excellence and embrace 
our cultural diversity. This school 
year was no exception. Our Arnold 
Alleycats were very busy with 
many fun and enriching activities.

The Aquarium of the Pacific, the Madrona 
Marsh Preserve, Dominguez Rancho Adobe 
Museum, the Banning Museum, and the 
Armstrong Theater are just some of the study 
trips taken to bring the curriculum to life. We 
read together at our Book Night, ice skated 
together with our scarves and hats, and 
celebrated cultural diversity at our fun-filled 
Arnold Carnival. Our students also solved real-
world problems for the Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (STEAM) 
Fair, demonstrated their bike-riding skills 
during our Bike Rodeo, entertained us at the 
Variety Show, sped away for the win in the 
district track meet, and much more!

We learned, we had fun, we grew, and we 
made friendships that will last a lifetime. What a 
great year it has been at Arnold Elementary!

Justine Lang
Principal

http://anzaelementary.org
http://arnold.tusd.org
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Carr Elementary
3404 W. 168th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4467 • carr.tusd.org

Slam-Dunk for Reading!
In April, 60 Carr students were invited to the Los Angeles 

Lakers’ Gordon Clubhouse in El Segundo as part of the Lakers’ 
Read to Achieve Grand Prize Celebration. Carr students were 
chosen as a result of the number of books they read during a six-
week period designated by the Lakers. As a result of the volume 
and quality of the books read, the students were invited for a day 
filled with reading, basketball and fun! More than 17,000 students 
across Los Angeles completed the Lakers Read to Achieve 
Challenge this year. Carr completed the challenge with a 95 
percent success rate.

Upon arrival, students were 
greeted by Lakers staff and served 
lunch provided by a well-known fast-
food chain. Each student enjoyed 
a burger or a chicken sandwich 
followed by churros. After the meal, 
the Laker Girls greeted all students 
and signed photos.

Following lunch, Meta World 
Peace, Roy Hibbert, Ryan Kelly and 
several Laker girls read two books to 
the students. After the reading, all 
the students went outside to the basketball court, and selected students played 
a round of shoot-out against the Lakers players.

We appreciate the Lakers and fast-food chain for encouraging our students 
to read and giving them memories that will last a lifetime.

Dick Peterson
Principal

Calle Mayor Middle School
4800 Calle Mayor, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4548 • callemayor.tusd.org

Learning and Growing
Calle Mayor Middle School students are learning how to 

program and build a robot! Where is all this taking place? In 
the PTSA-sponsored afterschool Robotics Club, instructed by 
our own Mr. Schwartz! Students are using a kit and a computer 
program to learn how to direct the robot to perform certain tasks. 
This program gives students an opportunity to build, problem 
solve, and work together to accomplish a task. In the future, this 
club would like to compete in the First Lego League Competition 
and test their skills against other schools.

With the help of our PTSA, we are 
hoping to expand our afterschool 
programs next year, adding speech and 
debate and an art class. We are building 
clubs based on student interest and 
enriching the high-quality learning that 
is happening on our campus.

There is a hum of construction at 
Calle Mayor, thanks to the passage of bond measures T and U. We are excited 
to be adding to our campus security. Currently we are in the process of adding 
video cameras, which enable us to monitor the campus during school and 
non-school hours. We are also adding new fencing, which greatly enhances the 
safety and look of the campus. Another new feature is the buzz-in gate system, 
which allows the school to establish a safety control point for getting on and off 
the campus. With these new safety enhancements, our schools are becoming a 
safer place for students to learn and grow.

Have a wonderful summer! We look forward to seeing you in the fall.

Dave Mosley
Principal

As a result of the volume and quality  

of the books read, the students were 

invited for a day filled with reading,  

basketball and fun! More than 17,000 students  

across Los Angeles completed the  

Lakers Read to Achieve Challenge this year.  

Carr completed the challenge  

with a 95 percent success rate.

We are building clubs based on  

student interest and enriching the high-quality 

learning that is happening on our campus.

Need to
See a Doctor?

Torrance Memorial Physician Network offers same day appointments.

Call now and schedule an appointment: 310-891-6717

Dr. Sunil Hebbar
Primary Care

705 Pier Avenue
Hermosa Beach

Dr. Barbara Schulz
OB/GYN

510 N. Prospect Avenue
Suite 320
Redondo Beach

Dr. Joe Gamboa
Rheumatology

3333 Skypark Drive
Suite 100
Torrance

Dr. Mary Beth Miller
Primary Care

3333 Skypark Drive
Suite 100
Torrance

Appointments scheduled: M-F 7:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
For more details visit TMPhysicianNetwork.org/sameday

TORRANCE • CARSON • REDONDO BEACH • HERMOSA BEACH • MANHATTAN BEACH • SAN PEDRO

http://carr.tusd.org
http://callemayor.tusd.org
http://tmphysicianNetwork.org/sameday
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Casimir Middle School
17220 Casimir Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4498 • casimir.tusd.org

Trying Something New
Open House is typically a time when parents come to our 

campus and visit classrooms. The teachers decorate their rooms 
with displays of student work and visit with both parents and 
students.

With an eye on increasing interaction and allowing our 
students and teachers the ability to show what kinds of active 
and interactive things are happening at our school, Casimir has 
changed the look of its Open House. For the first year ever we 
held three separate nights that were focused on specific content 

areas. Science Night, Math Night, and Humanities Night all included student 
and parent participation. The students ran many of the activities and also 
interacted with their parents, just like on a typical school day. 

At Science Night, parents 
helped dissect squid under 
the instruction of students. 
Math Night featured students 
instructing their parents 
on how to solve algebraic 
equations using alternative 
methods. Humanities Night 
was filled with excitement 
as parents and students 
competed in a “Are you 
smarter than a fifth-grader?” 
contest. They also viewed 
student-made short films and 
used historical information to 
solve mysteries.

Susie Holmes
Principal

Edison Elementary
3800 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4513 • edison.tusd.org

Hands-On Science
Our students in the first grade at Edison are learning about 

the world around them in an interactive way. 
The teachers recently made habitats for caterpillars, silk 

worms and meal worms so that they could eat, grow, and 
transform as they develop through the life cycle stages. Student 
scientists observed and recorded details of the metamorphosis 
from egg to caterpillar to chrysalis and butterfly. They similarly 
witnessed and recorded the changes from egg to mealworm to 

pupa and adult beetle.
Finally, they watched 

silkworms transform from 
egg to silkworm, munching 
on fresh mulberry leaves 
until they spin their cocoons 
and become a moth. The 
students also developed 
an understanding of these 
life cycles by watching 
the process of molting and 
change right before their 
very eyes.

As the students wonder, 
question, and compare their 
findings with classmates, 
they develop habits of inquiry 
that will guide their learning 
through their lifetimes.

Soon the butterflies will 
be released and the process 
will begin again.

Dr. Erin Lahr
Principal

Fern Elementary
1314 Fern Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4506 • fern.tusd.org

Celebrating Great Writers!
We are reaching for greatness at Fern by encouraging our 

students to become creative and accomplished authors.
In order to inspire all of our Falcons to love writing, our 

teachers have received professional development opportunities in 
a special Writing Workshop.

Fern staff members learned about the process of writing and 
the importance of providing purposeful student feedback. They 
also studied what published authors do, and then developed 
year-long Student Writing Maps. The Writing Workshop model 

encourages the students to write about topics of their own choice, as this 
promotes a sense of independence and buy in. Our Falcons have their own 
writing folders, journals, and notebooks.

Research strongly supports the claim that writers only get better at writing 
by writing! For this reason, we encourage our students to write every single day 
in school. At the close of each writing unit the students can also publish their 
work. They then celebrate together as a class, a grade level, or with their buddy 
classrooms.

Debbie Mabry
Principal

First Graders celebrate their published work with friends!

Hickory Elementary
2800 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4672 • w1.hickory.tusd.org

A Wonderful Year!
Hickory Elementary School has had a wonderful school year! 

Our teachers, staff, PTA, and parents have worked tirelessly 
to provide support for our students. Each day our students 
participate in parent-supported art and music classes and library 
and computer sessions. We have enjoyed inspiring assemblies and 
field trips, a school science fair, and a spelling bee, and we are 
currently preparing for the district pentathlon, the fifth-grade 
co-ed basketball tournament, and the district track meet!

Hickory is also very proud to share that we were awarded the 
state’s Gold Ribbon School award. Hickory received the award 

based on our successful implementation of technology as both a teaching 
tool and a learning tool. Superintendents and principals from around the Los 
Angeles area visited our campus in April to observe and verify our model 
program. They were very complimentary of our program, our students, and our 
teachers!

We recently completed the California Assessment of Student Performance 
and Progress. Each student in third through fifth grades took a series of 
computer-based assessments in English language arts and math. Fifth-graders 
also took a science assessment. Students throughout the state take these 
annual assessments.

One recent highlight is our first annual Multicultural Festival, which was 
held earlier this month. The main attractions were performers from all around 
the world, music, food, raffles and games. It was a fun night for all!

Edna  
Schumacher

Principal

http://casimir.tusd.org
http://edison.tusd.org
http://fern.tusd.org
http://w1.hickory.tusd.org
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J.H. Hull Middle School
2080 W. 231st St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4516 • hull.tusd.org

If You Ran the Country…
JH Hull Middle School is very proud of Jett Hayes and Josh 

Wijayaratna, who were chosen by the City of Torrance’s Students 
and Government program. They each wrote an essay describing 
how voters will be electing our 45th president in November. They 
asked readers to describe what issues would be most important 
to them if they were running for president and why they were 
important.

After over a thousand essays were read, the two students were 
chosen to spend the day at City Hall and the police department to 

observe how local government is run. They closed the eventful day by running 
the City Council meeting that evening and conducting city business as if they 
were the elected officials themselves.

We are very proud of Jett and Josh and how they have represented 
themselves and JH Hull. Great job, guys! 

Patty Girgis
Principal

Jefferson Middle School
21717 Talisman St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4794 • jefferson.tusd.org

College and Career Readiness Begins Now
College and career readiness is the umbrella of Common Core, 

and the prime focus of education is to prepare students for a 
bright and successful future.

It is the responsibility of schools to prepare their students with 
the competence they need to become successful in college and 
career. The TUSD fosters an environment that encourages college 
matriculation, and offers its students essential information and 
skills for planning their academic pathways. 

Jefferson offers a comprehensive program addressing key 
dimensions of college readiness, cognitive strategies, content knowledge, 
self-management skills, and knowledge about postsecondary education. This 
college readiness environment has been further enriched this year with the 
implementation of the Naviance program. The incorporation of Naviance at 
Jefferson has provided for a richer and more individualized curricular program, 
assisting students in navigating their path through high school, college, and 
career.

Children who grow up with a “when you go to college” mentality rather than 
an “if you go to college” mentality are more likely to see themselves as college 
bound. Tips for promoting a college-going culture at home include instilling the 
idea that education does not end with high school. Start laying this foundation 
early so that your child can see the connection between college and career. 

Help your child develop the necessary habits for college. For example, 
college-ready students are focused, organized and have grounded study habits, 
in addition to being strong readers and writers. Watch college sports and 
academic bowls on television together and attend college events. This summer, 
tour a couple of college campuses together. These activities will instill interest 
and can be big motivators. Also encourage your child to take challenging 
classes and flex their academic muscles. 

Encourage your child’s aspirations and talents. With your support, these 
interests may transform into a course of study, a career, or a lifelong passion.

Kara Heinrich
Principal

Torrance Police Chief, Mark Matsuda, Josh Wijayaratna, Jett Hayes,  
Torrance City Councilman Geoff Rizzo

Lincoln Elementary
2418 W. 166th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4464 • lincoln.tusd.org

Hawaiian Visitors
This past March, Lincoln 

Elementary School had the 
pleasure of hosting the Na Keiki 
O’ Manana Chorus visiting from 
Manana Elementary School in Pearl 
City, Hawaii. Lincoln was just one 
stop on the group’s busy itinerary 
as they engaged in many local 
activities leading up to a planned 
performance at Disneyland.

Under the direction of Mr. Aaron Paragoso, Na 
Keiki O’ Manana Chorus treated Lincoln students 
to a wonderful performance consisting of many 
traditional Hawaiian songs coupled with a few 
American classics. These gifted students were 
dressed in beautiful Hawaiian garb and played 
various instruments as they entertained and 
amazed, luring the audience into the welcoming 
and soothing “aloha spirit.” The concert concluded 
with a dual performance with our Lincoln chorus.

Afterwards, students enjoyed a “buddy 
luncheon” together and exchanged gifts with their 
chorus pen pals. A fun and memorable time was 
had by all!

Katherine 
Castleberry

Principal

http://hull.tusd.org
http://jefferson.tusd.org
http://lincoln.tusd.org
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Lynn Middle School 
5038 Halison St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4495 • bertlynn.tusd.org

Computer Science Class Field Trip
By Mr. Kevin Tambara, Science Teacher

The benefits of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics education (STEM) can be found in virtually every 
discipline, from medical research to environmental studies. What 
may not be obvious is that in most cases it is computer science 
that has allowed these major breakthroughs to occur. 

Our Lynn computer science classes recently attended “Projects Day” at 
nearby Harvey Mudd College, one of the leading STEM schools in the country. 
The students toured the campus, ate lunch with College President Maria Klawe, 
and interacted with many of the project teams as they explained the results of 
their year-long research projects. 

Each project team, consisting of four to five students, is “hired” by 
companies such as Microsoft, American Express, and Yelp to study and solve 
the real-world problems that these companies currently face. We quickly 
realized that regardless of the specific STEM discipline involved, computer 
programming played a significant role.

LeRoy Jackson Jr.
Principal

Madrona Middle School
21364 Madrona Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4562 • madrona.tusd.org

Madrona Makes Policy
Madrona Middle School took some time this spring to 

celebrate the students who participated in the Model United 
Nations Summit and the City of Torrance Students and 
Government Day. 

Working with the City for the past 10 years, our Madrona 
students have partnered with elected and appointed officials to 
learn the many duties and positions that make our City the pride of 
the South Bay. This year the Madrona students especially excelled 
when four were selected to participate in the all-day event.

Mrs. Cindy Scotto informed us that Madrona set the high-water mark for the 
number of students selected from any of the middle schools in the history of 
the program. Madrona would like to congratulate Julian Aranda, Justin Buyser, 
Sharon Hu, and Keri Tanaka for representing not only the Madrona Wildcats, 
but also for working so actively with their City counterparts, and to help run 
the City Council meeting.

Additionally, Madrona sent a group of students to the Model United Nations 
Summit (MUN). Here they learned about diplomacy, international relations, 
and the United Nations. MUN involves research, debate/public speaking and 
writing skills, critical thinking, teamwork, and leadership skills with teacher-
advisor Miss Wooldridge.

Madrona Middle School celebrates the following students for their award-
winning performances and presentations during the summit: James Jang 
for a Conference Best, a non-profit proposal to address children’s health; 
Julie Galang for his award in funding a non-profit proposal to assist refugees; 
Meghan Wright, Kristie Dela Cruz, and Eugene Joo for their achievement in 
funding a non-profit proposal to enhance access to clean water; and Nikaela 
Rodriguez for receipt of a Benevolence Award for her work in the General 
Assembly on behalf of Kyrgyzstan.

Madrona joins with its families in a huge round of applause for these 
students’ achievements in public and civic policy.

Chris Lipsey
Principal

Magruder Middle School
4100 W. 185th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4527 • magruder.tusd.org

Part 3: Learning Goes On!
In the past two articles, we have discussed our after-hours 

academic activities from 3 to 4 p.m. We may have over 100 
students daily using classrooms and computer labs to work 
toward grade-level proficiency in ELA and Math. But engaging 
students in academic learning doesn’t always stop at 4 p.m.

Part of our effort toward academic balance involves providing 
enjoyable learning opportunities. Our recent awesome Family 
STEM (Science, technology, engineering and math) Night is one. 

Over 450 participants, comprising students and their families and including 
those of incoming fifth-graders, participated. Our evening began with dinner and an 
insightful speech from keynote speaker Greg Wheeler from North High. He detailed 
the exciting future of our “students of tomorrow” and the numerous STEM classes 
and clubs offered at North High. Families then enjoyed three diverse, dynamic STEM 
modules that engaged families with technology, science/engineering and math.

The math-sponsored segment included a progressive panel of multileveled 
activities. It challenged participants with puzzles, brain teasers and brain 
busters. The Magruder NHS robotics clubs showed off its creations and gave 
participants an opportunity to build their own.

The Tech Club hosted its Chromebook Courtyard, where students tried their 
hand at programming or 3-D design. Playing with circuits using Makey Makeys 
was the activity du jour.

Our Science and Engineering Team started with a short presentation. Then, 
parents and students became teammates, working collaboratively to design and 
build structures with strength and durability, knowing that their structures 
would then be tasked with supporting as much weight as possible! There were 
myriad well-engineered, creative structures!

Lifelong learners find a way to actively engage with the task at hand. We 
believe that providing engaging activities and events for our students and 
families will ultimately produce a community of Magruder lifelong learners, and 
I’m very proud to be a part of it!

Chris Sheck
Principal

http://bertlynn.tusd.org
http://madrona.tusd.org
http://magruder.tusd.org
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North High School
3620 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4412 • northhighschool.org

A Great Tradition 
North High School is the only TUSD school with a JROTC 

program. The Golden Bear West Coast National Drill Competition 
has a long tradition for North High School’s Junior Officer 
Training Corps (JROTC). The Golden Bear Drill Meet includes 
schools from all over the West Coast and Pacific Islands, so cadets 
can engage in a drill experience and test their capabilities.

Whether it be coordinating precise movements as a team to 
create a catchy beat, or executing eye-catching rifle spins and 
tosses with a partner, cadets find themselves eager to meet 
new companions and return as better citizens than they were 
previously. 

“The Golden Bear does a lot for the Torrance community,” says Cadet Major 
Hayley Masai. “It’s a melting pot of people who have a common interest and 
everyone brings something to the table.”

Sixty schools attended from around the nation the first time the Golden Bear 
Drill Competition was held at North High School. After nine years of hard work, 
the participants now include nearly 200 schools from Guam, Saipan, and across 
the United States. The Golden Bear competition demonstrates the excellence of 
the school’s JROTC program, bringing prestige to our school and city.

The Golden Bear is an exciting event, and is hosted on the last Saturday of 
April. Feel free to stop by and watch the cadets compete next year! This year’s 
winners were for the Army unit was Guam. For the Navy, Marines, and Air 
Force respectively, it was Clark High School from Nevada. The novice winner 
was Vista Murrieta from Temecula, California.

Cadet Captain Konami Masui remarked, “It is a great challenge to run 
something this big, but what we accomplished created a network of social 
opportunity. The competitors aren’t the only ones who grew from this.”

Dr. Ron  
Richardson

Principal

Richardson Middle School
23751 Nancy Lee Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4790 • richardsonmiddleschool.org

Exciting Events
Richardson Middle School (RMS) finished as a top-three 

finalist in this year’s Trash Free Lunch Challenge, sponsored by 
Grades of Green. Led by the RMS Environmental Club and Ms. 
Mason, students and staff campus-wide made a conscientious 
decision to minimize landfill waste at snack and lunch. Students 
brought their lunches in reusable containers and carefully sorted 
their trash and recyclables. As result of the collective efforts, 
RMS was able reduce landfill trash from an average of 14 bags to 
less than 4 bags per day. Grades of Green presented Richardson 

Middle School with a $750 award at a lunchtime ceremony.
The RMS Running Club, which now boasts over 60 members, meets every 

Wednesday after school. The club has been guided this year by Ms. Markovich 
and several volunteers, Maggie and Dennis Lippon, Ayne Severac, and Victoria 
Sanders. Since the beginning of the school year, club members have run a 
combined total of more than 3,500 miles, which means three to five miles a 
week for each runner. The club keeps things interesting by exploring different 
parts of the surrounding areas, such as Rocketship Park, Palos Verdes horse 
trails, and Malaga Cove. They also participated in the Zamperini Youth Track 
and Field Meet in May.

The many hours of practice have paid off for the RMS Math Competition 
Club. Under the guidance of volunteers Betty Lieu and Rosita Oey, the club took 
home first place in its division at the Math Counts Competition.

Ms. Willett and the students from the music program recently participated in 
a workshop at a Disneyland, where they learned to play songs from some Disney 
animated films. After the workshop, the students were treated to some park 
time at the “Happiest Place on Earth.”

Ian Drummond
Principal

Riviera Elementary
365 Paseo de Arena, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4460 • riviera.tusd.org

Learning the Importance of Nutrition
Riviera thanks our 28 parent Nutrition Docents and Torrance 

Memorial Hospital for a year of healthy instruction in the 
Healthy Ever After Program. Student lessons were presented 
on the topics of the Fabulous Plate (Monitoring serving sizes), 
Sweets! (Monitoring Sugar), Food Fitness and Fun for a Healthy 
Heart (Monitoring Fats) and Fruits and Vegetables: A Rainbow 
to the Rescue. 

To assist with this article, 4th grade students were asked to 
share what they learned from our classroom docents during the 
2015-2016 school year.

Nutrition is a fun and healthy experience. – Kaiden C.
My favorite lesson was when we did a play on fruits and vegetables. – Olivia M.
My favorite lesson was when Mr. Contino taught us about different types 

of fats. At the end of the lesson, we sampled corn chips that only have 
monounsaturated fats. – Oliver V.

Nutrition 
lessons help kids 
at Riviera learn 
what they should 
eat daily.  
– Sawyer R.

Doing nutrition 
with the parent 
docents is super 
exciting. We get to 
do lots of different 
activities and at 
the end of the 
session, the snacks 
are usually very 
good. – Shay S.

Christie Forshey
Principal

Seaside Elementary
4651 Sharynne Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4532 • seaside.tusd.org

Our Magical Volunteers
Seaside Elementary School’s PTA is an integral part of our 

school community. PTA volunteers work in the classrooms, run 
the school library, and host events during school hours and 
after school.

Our most recent addition is our annual Multicultural Day, 
where students engage in activities related to the different 
cultures represented at our school. PTA also hosts Family Fun 
Nights, where families come to school and enjoy free activities. 
Children learn that school is a fun place to be

 Last April, PTA provided students and families with a magic show. Veteran 
kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Stadler was sawed in half to the amazement of the 
audience. Fortunately, she was put back together and made it into work the 
next day!

Michele Bauer
Principal

http://northhighschool.org
http://richardsonmiddleschool.org
http://riviera.tusd.org
http://seaside.tusd.org
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Torrance Elementary
2125 Lincoln Ave., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4500 • torranceel.tusd.org

Heartwork
By Dr. Kelly Joseph, Principal  
and AnnaMarie Lesh, 3rd Grade Teacher

Success is about doing your best, and becoming the best that 
you can be. It is not about comparing yourself to others, but 
focusing on what you can control: your own effort. At Torrance 
Elementary School, we strive to give our students the tools that 
will lead them to success. We call this “Heartwork.”

Heartwork is based on John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success, 
a set of timeless virtues such as hard work, self-control, and 
determination. John Wooden was a basketball coach for UCLA. 

His accomplishments included 10 national championships (seven in a row), 88 
consecutive victories, and 38 playoff wins. During his career at South Bend 
Central High School he developed the principles that constitute his Pyramid 
of Success, which is now a teaching model aimed at inspiring others to get the 
most out of their potential.

The students at Torrance Elementary School focus on one virtue each week. 
Our teachers use Wooden’s book Inch and Miles to illustrate each virtue’s 
meaning. The book is about two characters, Inch and Miles, who search to learn 
what success really is. Along the way they meet a delightful cast of characters, 
each of whom teaches one of these virtues. At the end of the journey both Inch 
and Miles learn that success is more than what they assumed.

Our students are asked to either write or draw an explanation of how they 
meet the selected virtue at school as well as at home. Each teacher then 
submits a student’s work sample to Dr. Joseph, who later meets with the 
students.

The Pyramid of Success is comprised of 14 virtues, and we practice and 
review each one of them throughout the school year. Just like Inch and Miles, 
our goal is to help students see what it takes to succeed.

Dr. Kelly Joseph
Principal

Shery High School
2600 Vine St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4440 • shery.tusd.org

Great Exposure!
Shery High School is very proud of MiguelAngel Perez’s 

photography. He submitted this amazing picture to the Visions of 
Unity contest and received first place. This contest is a collection 
of art and literature from students in all Torrance schools and 
is sponsored by Human Relations Forum of Torrance as well as 
other local agencies such as Torrance Memorial Medical Center, 
Volunteer Center-South Bay-Harbor-Long Beach, Torrance 
Unified School District, League of Women Voters Torrance Area, 
and the Palos Verdes Chapter of the Links Foundation, Inc.

MiguelAngel also 
submitted a photograph 
to the California 
Streaming Photography 
Contest, which is put on 
by the California County 
Educational Technology 
Consortium, and 
received an honorable 
mention. This contest 
had student work from 
throughout the state of 
California.

We are proud 
of MiguelAngel’s 
accomplishments and 
look forward to seeing 
more of his fantastic 
photography in the 
future.

Jamie Jimenez
Principal

South High School
4801 Pacific Coast Highway, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4352 • shs.tusd.org

An Exciting Season
South High Robotics, 

under the leadership of 
science teacher Lumi 
Denisiu, won the FIRST 
Robotics Los Angeles 
Regional competition held 
at the Long Beach Sports 
Arena from March 18 to 20, 
qualifying them for a spot in 
the National Championships 

held in St. Louis from April 28 to 30.
The National Championships saw 

126 high school teams descend upon St. 
Louis to vie for the national title. Our SHS 
Robotics, known as the “TORBOTS,” won 
their Galileo Division, which advanced 
them to the finals.

South was defeated in a close match in 
the semifinals on the final day of the event, 
which ended their run to the national title. 
Reflecting on their amazing performances 
at both the LA Regional and the St. Louis 
Nationals, advisor Lumi Denisiu praised 
the team for their competitive spirit, and 
thanked the many engineering mentors 
and parents who supported them through 
this exciting season. Congratulations, 
TORBOTS!

Dr. Scott 
McDowell
Principal

http://torranceel.tusd.org
http://shery.tusd.org
http://shs.tusd.org
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Towers Elementary
5600 Towers St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4535 • towers.tusd.org

Bus for the Cure!
In April, Towers participated in the American Cancer 

Society’s (ACS) Relay for Life for the fourth straight year. The 
students’ Coins for Cancer drive contributed over $3,000 to our 
total donation of $5,184.70, earning us a Gold Team status. Mrs. 
Grossi’s fifth-graders collected the most coins and won a pizza/
popsicle party. The students, however, voted to forego the party 
and donated the cost back to ACS.

Towers also participated in the event’s car race. Several 
students constructed a Towers school bus for “Driving to the 

Cure”—a big hit at the relay! Captain and co-captain Cheri Lowe and Nancy 
Horvat had fun racing the other cars entered.

We’re proud to say that Towers had someone walking the relay track for the 
entire time, from 8 a.m. Saturday until 8 a.m. Sunday! It’s hard to express the 
gratitude felt for everyone who supported Towers in this endeavor. One day, 
we’ll find a cure for cancer!

Sandy Skora
Principal

Torrance High School
2200 W. Carson St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4396 • ths.tusd.org

Excellence in All Areas
We have a great deal to be proud of at Torrance High School 

(THS). Last summer, our leadership team, which is comprised 
of teachers, counselors, and administration, began revamping 
our Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) period into a more 
comprehensive tutorial time, which now includes common skill 
practice across the curriculum, instruction in study skills, and 
math intervention. We are very proud of our staff and students for 
tackling this task with open minds and the continued willingness 
to work to make THS the best place to be.

On April 25, 45 of our engineering students, along with students from Hull 
and Madrona Middle Schools, had the opportunity to participate in Torrance 
Airport’s Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Day. 
Students worked with a variety of different airplane experts and enthusiasts 
and toured a variety of airplanes, including a World War II bomber. Special 
thanks to the city, Torrance Airport, and the Collings Foundation for making 
this day possible.

Spring has been full of outstanding performances by our students in the 
classroom, on the field of competition, and in the arts. Our drill team, under 
the guidance of Coach Gasset, won the Sharp National Championship in Las 
Vegas. Congratulations to our girls basketball team and Coach Momohara for 
winning the CIF Team Academic Award, with a team grade-point average 
of 3.76. Our SLAM poetry competition once again filled our auditorium with 
amazing performances by students of all grade levels. Thanks to Ms. Gonzales 
for putting on such a unique and wonderful event. Thanks to Mrs. Duvall and 
her theater arts students, “Seussical the Musical” was a smash hit, with four 
great shows.

If you’re looking for something that will make you smile, go to youtube.
com and watch “Torrance High LipDub 2016.” Senior Kevin Keihm and our 
Associated Student Body (ASB) did a fantastic job.

Karim Girgis
Principal

Torrance Adult School
2606 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4689 ext. 8400 • www.tastusd.org

Congratulations Class of 2016!
In March, Hamilton Adult Center hosted an all student 

assembly highlighting Career Technical Education (CTE) 
programs located at Torrance Adult School. Our South Bay 
Adult Education Consortium partner, El Camino College, also 
participated in the event and presented information on their 
Career Advancement Academy.

Torrance Adult School (TAS) is also planning to offer math 
and English transition courses to assist TUSD students in 
achieving higher scores on the Accuplacer, (community college 
placement tests) and to be more successful in attaining academic 

goals. Additionally, 
TAS is providing 
workshops for parents 
at Towers Elementary 
School which focus on 
helping their child be 
surccessful in school.

Lastly, TAS is 
preparing for our 
2016 Commencement 
ceremony on June 16th. 
Our graduates have 
work extremely hard 
to complete all of their 
courses. We are proud 
of each of them, and we 
are eagerly anticipating 
the celebration of our 
Class of 2016!

Dr. Wayne  
Diulio
Director

Victor Elementary
4820 Spencer St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4542 • victor.tusd.org

Thank You Sharefest!
On Saturday, April 30th Victor Elementary School had the 

great fortune of having volunteers from Saddleback South Bay 
Church come and beautify the campus. Volunteers refurbished 
our Stefanie Atkinson Memorial Garden, restriped several areas 
on our playground, cleaned up our Upper grade garden and 
repainted the United States Map located on our blacktop. All 
their hard work definitely showed! On Monday when our students 
arrived on campus, seeing their memorable reactions to seeing all 
this great work done was truly priceless!

Bill Baker
Principal

Happy graduates at Torrance Adult School Commencement.

http://towers.tusd.org
http://ths.tusd.org
http://www.tastusd.org
http://victor.tusd.org
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Walteria Elementary
24456 Madison St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4487 • www.walteriaelementary.org

Promoting Good Citizenship
Walteria Elementary School is committed to ensuring that 

its students understand the importance of performing activities 
that support the greater community. They participate in various 
drives or activities during the school year that help those who are 
less fortunate. They also acknowledge those who help others. 

During the winter holidays, the entire student body joined 
South High School in a canned food drive for needy families. One 
fourth-grade teacher asked that in lieu of gifts for herself during 
the winter holiday season, the students in her class would instead 

collect toys to give to the neighborhood fire station for distribution. The second-
graders also collected toothbrushes for donation.

Our students know how important it is to thank those who are in public 
service, such as our military, police, and fire departments. And so we celebrated 
Heroes’ Day in April, where the students could bring family members who were 
either presently in or had once served with the various branches of the military, 
police, or fire departments. That way they could honor these individuals for all 
that they do to help keep us safe and well.

Most recently, our fourth-grade and kindergarten classes also created cards, 
letters, and a poster to thank the Torrance Fire Department honorees.

We know that our students live in a connected world, and so being able to 
have them team up to help others and acknowledge positive contributions will 
promote healthy citizenship.

Bobbie Wynhoff
Principal

Wood Elementary
2250 W. 235th St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4484 • wood.tusd.org

May Madness!
May is a very productive month for students at our school. 

Students are participating in the state testing for third through 
fifth grade in English language arts and math and, additionally, 
science for fifth-graders. We have a team of students involved 
in the district Pentathlon, a co-ed team of fifth-graders in 
the elementary basketball tournament. Fifth-graders are also 
preparing their annual American Tableau in which students 
portray historical figures and share valuable information with 
students and parents why these individuals were important in 
our history.

We cap off the month with our schoolwide Artopia event highlighting 
each student’s Adventure in Art projects throughout out the year, followed 
by our Someone Special Lunch featuring the Torrance High Jazz Band and 
our Student Portfolio Day. It is a busy, but exciting time to see students 
demonstrate what they have learned and celebrate their successes!

Dr. Teresa 
Lanphere
Principal

West High School
20401 Victor, Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4299 • www.whs.tusd.org

Bringing Home the Hardware
Science and 

technology led the 
way this spring, as 
West High School’s 
Science Olympiad 
team and robotics 
team brought home 
the hardware.

The rookie Science 
Olympiad took first place in the 
Los Angeles County regionals 
and enjoyed the California state 
competition in April. Robotics 
won a wildcard spot in the world 
championships in St. Louis and will 
be returning to that competition.

West High’s students also excel 
in fashion and culinary arts, with 
three students qualifying for state 
competition. Veronia Alkomos took 
first place in regional competition in 
interior design and fashion design 
and is competing at the next level. 
Tiffany Hoang won second place in 
regionals in salad prep.

Another perennial winner is the 
Academic Decathlon team, which 
qualified for state competition 
again. Molly Kim was the top 
scoring decathlete in Los Angeles 
County, and Coach Ann Cortina was 
named Los Angeles County Coach 
of the Year.

Pam Metz
Principal

Have a fun summer!

http://www.walteriaelementary.org
http://wood.tusd.org
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A few of the highlights from the past year where our students 
have exceled and shined include Science Olympiad, FIRST 
Robotics, Academic Decathlon, Cyber Patriots, Technology, 
Entertainment, and Design (TED)-Ed Clubs, Academic 
Pentathlon, science fairs, and the elementary track meet. Our 
administrators, faculty, and staff work tirelessly all year to 
provide a variety of learning opportunities for our students. And 
it does not only apply to our students. The district also supports 
parents so they have the tools to continue the learning at home. 
Parent events such as the District English Learner Multicultural 

Advisory Committee (DELMAC) and Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) 
Conferences bring together a multitude of resources for parents to utilize to 
support their child’s educational path.

Our school communities are our extended families. Since my children were 
young, we attended family math nights, ice-cream socials, movie nights, and 
school carnivals. At these events, my children and I build lasting relationships 
with our schools. Even today, as I attend these events now as a Board member, 
I see how integral these educational and social interactions are to the overall 
academic and personal success of our students. I would like to thank all of our 
Torrance Unified School District administrators, teachers, and classified staff 
for the countless hours they spend nurturing school environments where our 
parents feel welcome and our students know they are cared for.

I hope everyone has a fun and relaxing summer, and I look forward to the 
next school year!

Yukon Elementary
17815 Yukon Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4477 • yukon.tusd.org

The Gift of Reading
Yukon Elementary School was recognized as a Gold Ribbon 

School by the state of California this year. This prestigious award 
was previously known as the California Distinguished School 
Award. Over the last several years Yukon has been awarded 
California Distinguished School twice, California Honor Roll 
School in 2014 and 2015, and, this year, California Gold Ribbon. 
We are pleased and proud to have our school recognized so often. 
It is a positive reflection on both our students and our community.

Summer is a great time to spend with your family but don’t 
forget how important it is for your children to continue learning. Summer 
reading loss is a real and present problem for our students. We are going to be 
mailing books to all of our second-graders this summer. Students will come to 
a special book fair at school and actually pick out their favorite books, which 
will then be mailed to them, one book each week. We hope to avoid the summer 
slide by developing a love for books that will keep them moving forward in their 
academic progress.

The North Torrance Library is a wonderful reading resource. Please 
participate in their summer reading program. Fill those long, hot days of 
summer with good books. Growing up, I remember curling up behind a big 
chair in my aunt’s dining room and reading one great book after another. I 
learned so much but I thought I was just having fun. Encourage this gift of 
reading. Reading is the single most important predictor of academic success for 
all students, kindergarten through 12th grade.

We will see you in the fall, ready for another successful school year in 
a remodeled school. (Yes, it is really happening this time!) Arrive full of 
wonderful reading experiences and filled with lots of camping, swimming, and 
vacation memories, too! Enjoy!

Elaine Wassil
Principal

the recipients of the 2016 California Gold Ribbon School Award. 
These schools were chosen because they represent learning 
centers where students succeed as a result of dynamic teaching 
and collaborative learning communities.

Additionally, we are fortunate to have an engaged parent 
population that enhances our school learning environments. The 
hundreds of parents who volunteer countless hours at our schools 
and support classroom learning with their time are a priceless 
resource. Our active parents have helped us to build our parent 
partnerships collaboratively, for the benefit of all our students. 

Together, our schools, our families, and our community should be proud of the 
exemplary work they do.

As this school year wraps up, I would like to express my appreciation to all 
of our community partners for their unparalleled support of our district. I look 
forward to a busy summer of planning for the upcoming school year. I hope 
everyone enjoys the summer. See you in September!

Dr. George 
Mannon

SupErintEndEnt • From Page 1

Board of Education• From Page 1

Martha Deutsch
President

own learning through inquiry-based rigor. STEM education is in high demand 
everywhere. The International Space Station. Tesla’s growing electric car 
fleet. The latest version of your iPhone. SpaceX’s Falcon rockets, which land 
vertically at sea. Limitless Solutions’ three-dimensional, technology-based 
bionic arms for children.

PLTW believes educators can open the door to STEM careers, beginning 
with exposure in elementary school and flourishing in middle and high school.

In Room 40, at Torrance Elementary School, STEM-based, inquiry-driven 
assignments are becoming the norm. Last year, over a two-month period, 
students built Spanish colony presidio models. This required drawing blueprints; 
considering physical inventory, including perimeter and area; and constructing 
the models from framing to roofing and exterior walls. Halfway through, 
students discovered that building the individual components first with sturdy 
framing was the key. Those who had attempted to build in one clean sweep dealt 
with instability and unsustainable units. So, they had to go back to the drawing 
board, figure out what the problem was, reconstruct, and frame each unit 
individually. It was the engineering process in action! We closed with simulated 
wind storms, the weight of snow, and direct sunlight to test durability.

This year, students built three-dimensional animal habitat models, 
demonstrating the diversity of ecosystems. These projects required research, 
design, collaboration, and construction. As with the presidio project, reworking 
was required when students discovered that their models were not sustainable.

In physical science, when investigating physical and chemical reactions, 
students went on a “gallery walk” of events. Students collaborated and did 
research to predict whether a chemical reaction would occur after a given 
event, which deepened the students’ understanding. This inquiry-based lesson 
is a great example of PLTW’s focus on problem-solving. The engagement was 
through the roof! Why? They sought their own solutions.

STEM enrichment continues with our fifth-grade afterschool club. Once 
a month, fifth-graders meet in Room 40 to collaborate, problem-solve, and 
explore. They’ve designed pulleys, wigglebots, catapults, tube roller coasters, 
and ships, and they have even tested fingerprinting!

Curiosity. Inspiration. Enlightenment. Torrance Elementary School 
embraces PLTW’s mission. This month, the school hosted a Mathematics 
Festival, with hands-on activities for students during the day and more fun in 
the evening with their families. What better way to start than parents and their 
children enjoying math together?

Creating, building, problem-solving…everything you’d look for if you were 
looking for Tony Stark.

Looking for iron Man • From Page 1

Congratulations Class of 2016!

http://yukon.tusd.org
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Los Angeles County Office of Education
9300 Imperial Hwy., Downey, CA 90242 • 562/922-6360 • www.lacoe.edu

Honoring Our Teachers
On May 11, educators around the state marked the 34th 

anniversary of California’s Day of the Teacher.
California’s Day of the Teacher is patterned after the 

celebration of the traditional El Dia del Maestro, which is 
observed in Mexico and other Latin American countries.

It arose out of legislation authored by Sen. Joseph Montoya 
and co-sponsored by the California Teachers Association and the 
Association of Mexican American Educators in 1982.

At the Los Angeles County Office of Education, we honored 
our teachers who work very hard to instill in our students an 
appreciation of our society’s cultural diversity, a love of learning, 
and the skills to pursue productive lives.

I started my career in education as a teacher, and the occasion reminded 
me why I became one. I became a teacher because I had amazing teachers who 
were able to shine a light of hope and inspiration in my young life.

Most of us remember the special teachers who touched our lives. We recall 
the way they made us feel and how they encouraged and challenged us. They 
helped us become who we are today.

Teachers care for their students well after the school day ends. They put in 
long hours finding new ways to make lessons come alive. They work hard to 
build relationships with students’ families to make sure the students have the 
support that they need at home.

These are just a few examples of how teachers go above and beyond the call 
of duty to make a difference in their students’ lives.

As one of our past Los Angeles County Teachers of the Year, Rebecca 
Mieliwocki, who went on to become the 2012 National Teacher of the Year, said: 
“A schoolteacher is the best tax-dollar bargain you will ever get. If you want to 
see tax dollars hard at work. Come into a classroom and see what’s going on.”

Arturo Delgado, Ed.D., was appointed superintendent of the Los Angeles County Office of 
Education in July of 2011. With headquarters in Downey, the Office is the nations largest 
regional educational agency, providing a range of programs and services to support the county’s 
80 public school districts and 2 million preschool and school-age children.

Arturo  
Delgado, Ed.D. 
Superintendent

Piano  

Voice  

Music Theory

My Musical Garden

mymusicalgarden.com
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pianowithelena@gmail.com

310-503-4841    

One coupon per student

South Bay
Driving School

Proud Sponsor of
Your School for
Over 20 Years!

Online and Classroom 
Available

(310) 791-1111
3614 Pacific Coast Hwy. • Torrance, CA 90505

Southbaydriving.com

Hermosa Surf 
Camp

www.hermosasurfcamp.com

For kids ages 7–17
Join over 8000 

happy students.

You will learn:
• Ocean Safety
• Paddling
• Standing and

tricks like the
switchfoot!

A California 
Credentialed 
Teacher is always 
present. We offer 
1 1/2, 3 and 7 hour 
classes for 5 days, 
Monday – Friday.

Vince Ray (310) 370-1918 • surferjay@losangeles.usa.com

Classes have a 
1:6 teacher to 
student ratio 
for safety and 
one-on-one 
attention.

http://mymusicalgarden.com
mailto:pianowithelena%40gmail.com?subject=
http://southbaydriving.com
mailto:surferjay%40losangeles.usa.com?subject=
http://www.hermosasurfcamp.com
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Lucy’s Book Review

Thrilling!
The Forbidden Library
Author: Django Wexler
Alice wasn’t supposed to up 

so late. She had been studying, 
and lost track of time. Usually 
she would be asleep, but on this 
night, something would change 
her life forever.

Her father came home late 
that night, and Alice went to greet him. It was 
the high, nasally voice that made her stop 
dead. When she peeks in the door and sees a 
fairy threatening her father, Alice is terrified. 
Her father goes on a trip two days later, and 
his ship sinks. Alice is then instructed to live 
with her “uncle” near Pittsburgh, and he helps her discover and control powers 
that she never knew existed. With the help of Geryton, Isaac, and Ashes the cat, 
Alice will have many spectacular adventures.

I think grades 4-6 would enjoy this book. As a note to readers, the second 
and third sequels have come out. (The Mad Apprentice and Palace of Glass).  
I give this book 4 bookworms out of five because of the cleverness and 
suspense.

Lucy Davis is a 4th grade student. Besides reading, she enjoys riding her bike, theatre, and 
playing guitar. Lucy will rate the books 1 to 5 bookworms with 5 being the best.

Lucy Davis

Location:  
LA Galaxy Soccer Center  
540 Maple Avenue, Torrance

Times: 
Half Day 
8:30 am to 11:30 am  
or 1 pm to 4 pm 
or Full Day 
8:30 am to 4 pm 
(including lunch)

  Intermediate & Beginning Volleyball Players
Boys & Girls Ages 7 - 16

Monday – Friday 8:30 am - 4 pm,  
half day sessions also available

For more information please call  310-546-9150  
Please sign up online at  Beachcitiesvbc.com

Indoor Summer Volleyball

• Beach Cities Volleyball is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit California corporation
• It’s Mission Statement is to “teach volleyball skills and life skills” to young people from 7 to 16 

• Family Assistance is available to children of families with documented financial need

Prices:  
$425 per week for full day weeks  
$250 for half day weeks
Dates:  
July 11th – 15th  
July 18th – 22nd  
July 25th – 29th 
August 1st – 5th  
August 8th – 12th

• Players placed in small groups of similar ability
• Priorities are developing of volleyball skills, character,  

& having fun!
• “My daughter went to several summer volleyball camps, 

and Beach Cities Volleyball was by far the best. She had 
fun & improved her skills every day”

Final Week: August 15th-19th, 9 to 12 AM, Christ Lutheran School Gym 
28850 S Western Avenue, Rancho Palos Verdes. Cost is $250

http://beachcitiesvbc.com
http://performingartsworkshops.com
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Anchor
Backstroke
Boards
Breathe
Butterfly
Chlorine
Diving
Dolphin
Earplugs

Flippers
Freestyle
Goggles
Headcap
Kickboards
Kicking
Lane Lines
Medley
Meets

Paddles
Pool
Pulleys
Race
Relay
Strokes
Surfacing
Times
Underwater

Entries must be received by July 15, 2016
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 

email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put Torrance in the subject line)

Rules!

Congratulations to Elaine McGee
Winner of the April Word Search Contest!

Swim Word Search ContestSwim Word Search Contest

Word Search by Gunnar Coop

Note-ables

Backyard Garden 
The idea of sustainability coupled with eating a healthy diet 

has been gaining steady momentum in communities across the 
country. The concept is becoming part of the curriculum of an 
increasing number of elementary schools. Community gardens 
and rooftop beekeeping have been established in cities, and 
it’s not uncommon to find classes and entire schools planting 
gardens on campus.

Earthworm Ensemble, a group of family musicians, integrates 
this lifestyle into their new collection, Backyard Garden. The 

CD is a sprightly collection of country-rock tunes with a narrative of growth for 
both plants and youngsters.

Everything our planet needs has a tribute on the CD, be it ladybugs, wind 
and compost or compassion and responsibility. The title tune expresses the joy 
of growing, harvesting, cooking and eating and getting dirty in the process. 
“Bees Make Honey” arranges strings and lyrics to create a worthy hymn to 
the busy workers and also includes essential vocabulary for young people: 
cross-pollination, drone, worker bees. “Chicken Coop” informs listeners that 
backyard chickens are free range and quite content, and it would be lovely if 
all poultry were raised this way. “Reduce Reuse Recycle” turns an omnipresent 
motto into a steel-guitar-embroidered song of hope for the planet and its young 
residents.

Summer’s is almost here, and it’s time to tend the garden, whether it’s 
a rural, suburban or urban one. Backyard Garden is a brisk and bouncy 
accompaniment to a favorable combination of Mother Nature and human nature.

Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

Kate Karp

Guitar, Piano, Voice, 
Bass, Drums

Also: Ukulele, Banjo, Mandolin

Nominated Best LA Band ‘96 
Best Guitar ‘97 LA Music Awards

www.peacelandmusic.com 
peaceland@peacelandmusic.com

23706 Crenshaw #105 A&B, Torrance, CA 
(across from Hof’s Hut)

James MusserJames Musser

All Ages, Levels & Styles
Days, Evening & Weekends

Visit us on: MySpace.com/PeacelandMusic • YouTube.com/PeacelandMusic

Offer ends on 6/30)

mailto:Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://myspace.com/peacelandmusic
http://youtube.com/peacelandmusic
mailto:peaceland%40peacelandmusic.com?subject=
http://peacelandmusic.com
http://www.sfli-ca.com
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Remember When?

Those Lazy Days of Summer
With the arrival of spring, and as the days grow warmer and 

longer, we begin to anticipate summer; at least that’s how it 
was when I was a child. To ease my mother’s nerves, we came 
up with a School’s Out Calendar! The day after Memorial Day 
the homemade brightly colored calendar was taped to the 
refrigerator and a thick, black, grease or china marker hung at 
its side. Do you remember that wood pencil that is sharpened by 
pulling a string to peel off the outer coating covered in paper?

We didn’t have rocket making or robotics camps, or camps 
with outings to Raging Waters or Knotts Berry Farm. I don’t 

recall any camps, “back in the day” except for two weeks of vacation Bible 
school. Those were the lazy days of summer.

Oh, we anticipated dad’s two week vacation, which always meant a road trip. 
Beyond that, summer took on a whole new meaning: sleepovers and staying 
up late, backyard swim days and days spent with Gramma. Those special days 
were always marked on the calendar because they meant delightful treats and 
playing on the street with the neighborhood kids. I’d see Gramma sit at the 
window with watchful eyes as we drew hopscotch on the road or played double 
dutch with jump ropes. My fondest memories were of us stretched out on the 
lawn cloud spotting. Our imaginations would run wild as beasts and witches or 
animals rolled against the blue sky.

By August, boredom would set in, just about the time those “dog days of 
summer” arrived. I remember when summer seemed to last forever and we 
would wish it would never end.

Charlene remembers growing up in Chicago with hot and humid summers, leaves that turned 
colors in the fall and endless winters. Active in her community and church, she advocates for 
seniors, affordable housing, literacy and libraries. Her hobbies include reading, writing and 
visiting art galleries. Charlene resides in Costa Mesa with her husband, Dennis who is a teacher 
in the Newport Mesa Unified School District. http://about.me/cmash

Charlene  
Ashendorf

Location: Palos Verdes High School • 600 Cloydon Rd., Palos Verdes Estates
Time: 9:00am – 4:00pm or 9:00am – 12:00pm • Monday – Friday
Fees: $260 Full Day • $140 Half Day

Camp features include:

Call for More Info! Tom Maier (310) 213-5433
Sign Up Online: www.PeninsulaSportsCamps.com

20th Annual Half Day 
Peninsula Soccer Camp
June 13 - 17 & July 25 - 29

12th Annual Half Day 
Peninsula Baseball Camp

August 1 - 5

Ages: Boys and Girls 5 – 12
Fees: $125

Location: Hess Park, Rancho Palos Verdes
Time: 9:00am – 12:00pm. Monday – Friday

Ages: Boy & Girls 5 – 14

Summer 2016
Fundamentals • Guest Speakers • Camp T-Shirt • Player Profi le
Swimming • Awards & Contests • Games (everyone plays)
Outstanding Coaching Staffs • Certificate of Participation
Transportation Available • ($40 weekly) • and much more

44th Annual Peninsula Basketball Camp
July 18 - 22 • July 25 - 29 • August 1 - 5

39th Annual Peninsula Baseball Camp
July 25 - 29 

39th Annual Peninsula Soccer Camp
July 18 - 22 • August 1 - 5

August 8 - 12

Museum-like setting makes learning history exciting

By Appointment 
(562) 852-5242

225 Main Street, Seal Beach

www.TargetedHistoryTutoring.com

History Made Easy!

Learn: 
• To Take Audio/Visual Notes
• Do Research
• Proper Study Habits

Teachers
1 Hour Sessions

Expand or refresh your knowledge  
from Pre-Columbus to Present

exciting

www.TargetedHistoryTutoring.comwww.TargetedHistoryTutoring.com

Teachers
1 Hour Sessions1 Hour Sessions

Expand or refresh your knowledge  Expand or refresh your knowledge  
from Pre-Columbus to Present

L.A.
BOBCATS
BASKETBALL CLUB

Skills & Conditioning Workouts
Every Tuesday & Thursday

Check Out Our Website 
For Times and Locations!
www.labobcats.com

Just Some of Our Training
Speed Training

Agility Training

Strength Training

Skills Development

One On One Training

Group Elite Training

Basketball Performance

The Bobcats are back! We are pleased to 
announce that we are back and going 
back to our grass roots and rebuilding 
our Basketball Program.

We are rebuilding as once again one of the 
top programs in Southern California and 
since 2009 we have produced many of the 
top athletes in Southern California.

Our goal is to provide an environment where 
young athletes can focus on education and 
athletics and prepare them for whatever 
challenges they may face in the future. Sports 
teach discipline, hard work, responsibility 
and teamwork, which combined, are what we 
believe to be the foundation for better athletes 
and better men and women.

CONTACT INFORMATION
310.261.8315

Info@LABOBCATS.COM

Ranked #5 in the West Coast

ABOUT US

IT’S FREE TO TRY!

BASKETBALL CLUB

Ranked #25 in the Country!

http://targetedhistorytutoring.com
http://www.peninsulasportscamps.com
http://www.labobcats.com
mailto:info%40labobcats.com?subject=
http://ivyschooltorrance.com
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