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Igniting CHILDREN’S IMAGINATION while 
fostering a LOVE OF TECHNOLOGY.

It’s Your Move
www.ozobot.com
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Another Banner Year
In a short time, our students will enter, 

promote, or graduate from the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula Unified School District (PVPUSD). 
Earlier this year, we shared the PVPUSD 
Road Map to outline some of the work ahead 
of us for the next three years. This is a time 
of reflection for many of our families, so we 
thought it would also be an appropriate time 
to benchmark our progress related to the 
first year of our ambitious plan.

The success of PVPUSD begins with our people. We 
believe strongly in hiring, training, and retaining the 
best possible employees. Over the last two years, we 
have trained hundreds of teachers in research-based 
instructional strategies, reduced administrative positions, 
and created collaboration time at the elementary 
school level for teachers to plan together. We have 
also added teaching and classified positions despite 
declining enrollment, improved the elementary physical 
education program, and hosted the first-ever professional 
development opportunity for every classified member of the 
district.

Our Board of Education recently approved a Request 
for Proposals to create a much-needed Facilities Master 
Plan. The plan will identify challenges and opportunities 
at each of our sites, ranging from safety to function. We 
have reduced consumption of water and electricity and 
are taking steps to produce our own energy. Additionally, 
we have successfully refinanced existing bond debt for 
taxpayer savings twice, while maintaining the highest 
possible credit rating.

We are lucky to have amazing teachers! They are 
dedicated, innovative, and student centered. They are 
also willing to try new things, learn from their peers, and 
evolve with the times. Our teachers have embraced a highly 
rigorous mathematics curriculum, embarked on a plan to 
bring online courses to our students, and are embracing 
the Next Generation Science Standards. They approach 
their work with an optimistic sense of purpose and a 
commitment to positively impact our students.

Our parental and community involvement is 
unparalleled. The collective talent and giving nature 
of our community are key factors in the notoriety and 
reputation of the PVPUSD. The alignment of human and 
financial resources with a strategic plan is essential in 
an era of changing funding models, often resulting in a 
redistribution of resources which negatively impacts places 
like the Palos Verdes Peninsula. Our community steps up 
often to fill the gap, and we are deeply appreciative.

We will continue to evaluate the gap between what is 
and what could be for our district. The journey to “world 
class” is challenging, complex, and completely worth it! We 
are a few exams, some awards banquets, and a number of 
last-minute opportunities to make lifetime memories away 
from the end of a banner year. Let’s finish strong!

Follow us on Twitter: @DonAustin_PVP and @
pvpschools.

Donald B.  
Austin, Ed.D.
Superintendent

The Success of PVPUSD Begins with Our People

375 Via Almar Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274 
(310) 378-9966

www.pvpusd.net

Council at Large
PVP Council of PTAs is the coordinating PTA for the PV 

School District, which supports and advises the 16 PTAs in 
Palos Verdes. The PTA Council organizes local legislative-
advocacy programs such as Capitol Comes to Campus, 
by which local politicians speak to high school students, 
and Capitol Convoy, through which Palos Verdes parents, 
teachers, administrators and students travel to Sacramento 
to lobby politicians.

While each PTA has its own budget and program goals, 
all PTAs help with emergency preparedness. With the help 
of the council disaster chair, PTAs supplement district 
disaster supplies and support training opportunities. 
All of our elementary school PTAs fund the Art at Your 
Fingertips program, which enables students to create five 
art projects a year.

Our council coordinates school participation in the 
National Reflections program. This year, we had nine 
students compete at the State PTA level and one high 
school student competing at the national level.

Last fall, Council cosponsored a school board candidates 
forum and a human-rights trafficking seminar, which recently 
won a state PTA Spotlight Award for collaboration. In addition, 
our council funds three scholarships for high school seniors.

The PVP Council of PTAs operates the Costume Closet, 
a valuable community resource and service opportunity. 
The Costume Closet offers rentals to students for classroom 
projects and assignments as well as costumes for the 
community for Halloween or themed events.

Our parents volunteered over 250,000 hours in our 
district, and our council welcomes and encourages 
continued parent involvement in our PTAs.

PVP Council of PTAs
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Be Part of Our T.E.A.M!
At the Peninsula Education Foundation, 

we strongly believe in the acronym TEAM: 
Together Everyone Achieves More. And you 
are an important part of this team!

A key indicator of a community’s 
strength lies in the quality of its public 
schools. Nowhere is this more apparent 
than in the Palos Verdes Peninsula 
Unified School District. Aside from the 

excellent administrators, teachers, and staff members, 
a critical component of the success of our schools is the 
willingness of families and local businesses to work 
together by donating time and financial support to ensure 
that our children will receive a top-notch education. 
This commitment not only strengthens the quality of 
our schools today and for generations to come, it also 
strengthens the quality of our community as a whole.

Thank you to everyone who has joined our TEAM and 
made a contribution towards our $3.4 million annual 
campaign pledged to the school district this year, in 
support of all students at all schools. We could not do it 
without you.

If you have not had a chance to make a donation this 
year, there is still time. Please visit our website at  
www.pvpef.org and make a donation today.

Peninsula Education Foundation

Roma Mistry
President

16SCH100_startSmallTricycle_MayNewsRollCall_8.125x10.375.pdf   1   4/14/16   5:29 PM

Neta Madison

Netragrednik
Kay Coop

Founder/Publisher

We are delighted to begin publishing the excellence 
from the PVPUSD. Each school is included to share directly 
from their classrooms. We will publish September, October, 
December, February and June. If you have friends and 
family you would like to share this publication with, they 
may sign up on our web site (www.schoolnewsrollcall.com) 
to receive a digital copy emailed directly to them.

Congratulations to the Class of 2016! This is an exciting 
time when graduates go on to higher learning or into the 
workforce. 

Be sure to enter our Word Search Contest on page 18.  
It is open to all ages to enter.

Our next issue is August 31. Until then have a wonderful 
summer and remember to include the library among your 
activities. 

$20 Off$20 Off

3614 Pacific Coast Hwy., Torrance, CA 90505
Southbaydriving.com

One coupon per student

South Bay
Driving School

Proud Sponsor of 
Your School for 
Over 20 Years!

Online and Classroom 
Available 

(310) 791-1111

Please See Our Ad On the Back Cover

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:Kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://southbaydriving.com
http://scholarshare.com
www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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By Malcolm S. Sharp, President Board of Education
When rankings are released, the Palos Verdes Peninsula 

Unified School District is always at the top, as indicated 
by reputable organizations such as U.S. News and World 
Report and the Niche Rankings. The 2016 Top 100 
Elementary Schools in California were just announced, 
and all 10 of our elementary schools were ranked in the 
top 40 schools listed—and there are over 6,000 elementary 
schools in California. Six of our elementary schools were 
also awarded the prestigious Gold Ribbon Award by 
the California Department of Education. In addition to 
honoring individual schools, we also received a California 
District of Distinction Award in the area of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).

When a district is identified as “high achieving,” it does 
not provide an opportunity to “sit back” with a status quo 
attitude. The definition causes us to work harder and raise 
the expectations for students, faculty, parents, and the 
community, so that we can further enhance our common 
vision for student achievement.

The Board of Education’s primary focus is on student 
learning and achievement. Currently there are nearly 
11,500 students enrolled in the district covering 18 
school sites. The rigorous expectations set forth in the 
new California State Standards have provided us with an 
opportunity to improve the educational program across 
the district, generate consistency of instructional practice, 
and increase student achievement in preparation for the 
transition to college and career opportunities.

PVPUSD recognizes that opportunities to advance in 
mathematics are valued by the community and should  

 
remain in place for our students. Options have been created 
to support the unique needs of PVPUSD students and the 
desire of teachers to maximize potential for all students. As 
a result, the newly established course sequencing provides 
opportunities for all students to be successful and reach 
high levels of mathematics in high school.

In the 2014–2015 school year, the PVPUSD STEM 
program was expanded to the elementary level to include 
fourth and fifth grades. STEM lead teachers received 
training in Project Lead the Way, and students participated 
in two STEM modules at each grade level.

Attention is also being focused on the issues 
surrounding the increase in student stress-related 
behaviors. The commitment to providing the appropriate 
support and response to at-risk students will continue to 
receive the utmost attention.

PVPUSD continues to be challenged by less-than-
average financial support from the state and federal 
governments. This situation is met by the Board of 
Education’s prudent fiscal oversight and through the 
generous support of the Peninsula Education Foundation, 
PTAs, and booster clubs. The revenue generated by the 
parcel tax passed by the community in 2011 (Measure M) 
is also a tremendous help.

The district is blessed by a “four-part harmony”—a 
critical mass of motivated students, dedicated faculty, 
support staff and administrators, involved parents (and 
grandparents!), and a supportive community. Their 
interdependence indeed makes the whole greater than the 
sum of its parts.

PVPUSD: Striving to Be #worldclass

Board of Education

Barbara 
Lucky

Member

Malcolm S. 
Sharp

President

Linda 
Reid
Clerk

Anthony 
Collatos

Vice President

Suzanne 
Seymour
Member
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Bringing Home the Gold
Cornerstone @ Pedregal is a parent 

participation public elementary school 
that provides the unique opportunity 
for parents and staff to work together in 
partnership. Year after year, Cornerstone 
offers exceptional academic, cultural, and 
well-rounded programs for all students in the 
kindergarten through fifth grades. 

All teachers utilize the support of parents 
in the classroom to deliver and enhance curriculum in a 
variety of creative ways. Parents are trained at regularly 
scheduled in-services throughout the school year. They 
work as “an extension of the teacher” in the classroom on 
a regular basis, and while in that capacity, they develop 
a much greater sense of the educational needs of their 
children.

Students are provided the highest level of educational 
standards by talented and well trained teachers. They are 
offered enrichment through unique activities provided by 

resourceful and hard-working parents in fun, creative ways 
that encourage a love of learning and an ability to connect 
this learning to life experiences.

Everyone commits to these roles as part of a strong 
sense of extended family and community. The child’s 
education results in being a responsible, confident, and 
well-rounded student who is prepared for the opportunities 
and challenges of college and career.

The Cornerstone Science Olympiad team has competed 
at the county level for the last 10 years. It is an excellent 
example of a collaborative partnership between staff and 
parents striving to increase student interest in science and 
provide recognition for outstanding achievement in science 
education. For the last two years, Cornerstone has medaled 
gold and bronze in this competition, and is the only Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Unified School District elementary school 
competing.

This year’s competition took place at Occidental College 
in February. Our Cornerstone team of 15 members did not 
disappoint, and once again brought home the gold!

Jeff Keeney
Principal

Cornerstone @ Pedregal Elementary School 

6069 Groveoak Pl., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-2261 • 310/378-0324

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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21st Century Three R’s
Dapplegray Elementary is the largest of 

the PVPUSD elementary schools. Under new 
leadership in 2015–16, Dapplegray continued 
its role as the heart of a large and diverse 
community serving the northeast side of the 
peninsula.

Productive struggle involved in 
implementation of Math in Focus: Singapore 
Math paid off with stronger conceptual 

understanding of mathematical concepts and increased 
ability to solve real-world problems. Students participated 
in mathematics instruction that included Cognitively 
Guided Instruction that builds on students’ knowledge 
and encourages discussion of varied strategies for solving 

problems in multiple ways. This enhances students’ grasp 
of number sense necessary for mastery of more complex 
mathematics.

Strong instruction in reading, beginning with 
phonological awareness and phonics and continuing 
with fluency practice, vocabulary development and 
comprehension strategies, provides students with 
opportunities to read both fiction and nonfiction. Small-
group instruction and early intervention help students at 
all levels to proceed at their own pace. Reading instruction 
is fortified with writing instruction and a spelling program 
that targets words most frequently used in writing.

Into the Next School Year
Dapplegray expanded the use of technology at all 

grade levels to utilize devices as learning, teaching and 
presentation tools. Programs and lesson plans focused 
on mastering the use of technology for increased efficacy 
in academics and development of 21st century skills. 
Upgrading technology by replacing all classroom projectors 
and increasing access for all students was a priority 
throughout the year. Dapplegray is the recipient of the 
2016 California Distinguished Schools Gold Ribbon Award 
for its model practice: Integration and Implementation of 
Technology for Teaching and Learning.

In addition to an outstanding academic program 
delivered by exceptional teachers, Dapplegray students 
participate in vocal and instrumental music, Art at Your 

Fingertips and physical education taught by certificated 
physical education teachers. STEM programs at the upper 
grades are expanding and becoming integrated into other 
disciplines. Multiple activities hosted by PTA and Booster 
Club provide families with social connections to the school.

Looking forward to 2016–17, Dapplegray is in the process 
of developing a road map for long-range improvement of 
individual intervention programs and school facilities.

Nancy Parsons
Principal

Dapplegray Elementary School 

3011 Palos Verdes Dr. North, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274-7303 • 310/541-3706
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Engaged in Learning
Lunada Bay Elementary School is 

beautifully situated on the Pacific Ocean, 
above the bay for which it was named. Built 
in 1958, the school has been the heart of 
the Lunada Bay community in Palos Verdes 
Estates for over 50 years. Our school prides 
itself on the notion that we are “a community 
that cares for one another.”

As you walk around our school, you 
will hear teachers and staff encouraging students with 
positive reinforcement, echoing Coach Wooden’s Pyramid 
of Success. Each month, we identify “pyramid” character 
traits and identify students demonstrating these qualities 
to represent their class at our monthly flag ceremony. 

During the ceremony, our community gathers to recognize 
outstanding students and staff, recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and sing our school song with Splash the 
Dolphin!

In our classrooms, you will find students engaged in 
research projects, math discussions, Writer’s Workshop, 
poetry analysis, building robots with STEM kits, and 
performing with our fine arts program. Our teachers often 
work with our district math coaches to collaborate and 
implement contemporary math instruction utilizing our 
rigorous curriculum, Math in Focus, which secures deeper 
levels of mathematical understanding and application. You 
will often hear teachers ask the students, “How do you 
know that is the right answer? Can you show me another 
way to solve it?”

Recently, our school hosted the annual 
variety show. It was an unforgettable event, 
led by parent volunteers. Our students 
confidently took the stage and dazzled 
spectators. This event is a direct reflection of 
the strength of our community. The variety 
show gives our students opportunities to 
shine and celebrate their talents. Performing 
on stage will encourage our students to 
be confident in public speaking, try new 
activities, and maintain resilience in school. 
These moments on stage will always be 
treasured elementary school memories.

Julie Tarango
Principal

Lunada Bay Elementary School 

520 Paseo Lunado, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274-4377 • 310/377-3005

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Growing a Good Crop of Students
As a staff at Mira Catalina, we often speak 

about the profile for our students as they 
matriculate through our school. We want 
outgoing fifth-graders to have the skills to 
articulate in the written and verbal form, 
be able to comprehend and synthesize what 
they read, and have keen number sense, 
the ability to mathematically reason, and 
strong interpersonal skills as a baseline. With 

this goal in mind, we examine our current practices and 
back-map our curriculum and instruction all the way to 
the kindergarten year to ensure that our students achieve 
these goals. Students learn much in the classroom and in 
the opportunities provided beyond the classroom, some of 
which I have detailed below.

This past year at Mira Catalina, we implemented a 
school garden program that was cross-curricular in nature. 
This was a passion project of our PTA and our teaching 
staff. The instruction that takes place in the garden builds 
content skills across the curriculum. Each week, a grade 
level has a lesson taught by a “master gardener” in the 
garden setting. Lessons have components of science, 
social studies, math and language arts embedded in them. 
During the 2015–16 school year, we partnered with a 
local performing arts center to provide performing-arts 
instruction for all students. The culminating activity is 
a performance that is grade-level and content-standard 
based. At Mira Catalina, we partner with the Electrikids 
program to teach physiology, fitness and skills to all 
students. During STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics) instruction, each fourth-and-fifth-grade 

student participates in hands-on learning experiences that 
enhance problem solving, critical thinking and the ability 
to work collaboratively with other students. Each month, 
we highlight our character program with our Student 
Council Spirit Assemblies. Our goal is to provide pathways, 
or opportunities, for students in a variety of areas in which 
they can excel.

Brett Egan
Principal

Mira Catalina Elementary School 

30511 Lucania Dr., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-6272 • 310/377-6731
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As the Year Concludes
As we approach the end of the school 

year and summer nears, the excitement on 
campus is building. We recently held an 
all-district eighth-grade dance at Miraleste, 
and it was a huge success! Over 300 students 
from all three middle schools across the 
Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School 
district enjoyed an evening of dancing, 
eating pizza, and making new friends. We 
were proud of both the students and staff for 

their efforts to make this event such a positive experience 
for all involved. We feel that it is opportunities like this that 
help to continue to create a community of young people 
that are committed to building connections with their 
peers while also keeping balance in their lives.

We also take time to reflect on all that has been 
accomplished this school year, from our Robotics team 
ranking first in the state to our students raising more than 
$3,500 during the Pennies for Patients campaign benefiting 
research toward leukemia and lymphoma. Our student’s’ 
dedication to bettering both themselves and the world 
around them is second to none.

Support for All Students
We continue to find ways to support all levels of learners 

with the use of our Student Center and RTI classes. 
These interventions are woven into the school day and 
allow students to get the extra help they need from a 
credentialed teacher. We are currently in the planning 
process of implementing AVID at the middle school level. 
This will be a great opportunity to add to our support 

structure, finding ways for all students to experience 
success and grow academically. Our Mighty Marauder 
Club marches on, celebrating students’ achievements both 
academic and behavioral. Miraleste makes it a priority to 
find ways to allow all students to be successful while also 
commending them for their efforts.

Overall, it has been a great year, and we are looking 
forward to an even better 2016–17. We hope everyone 
enjoys their summer and works hard as they prepare for 
their next chapter ahead. Keep up the great work and make 
us proud. Go Marauders!

Brent 
Kuykendall

Principal

Miraleste Intermediate School 

29323 Palos Verdes Dr. East, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-6470 • 310/732-0900 

Endurance and Perseverance
“Always seek out the seed of triumph in 

every adversity” Og Mandino. 
Without a doubt, the theme for the 

2015–2016 school year at Palos Verdes 
Intermediate School has been overcoming 
adversity. In my 30 years as an educator, I 
have never been a part of such an emotional 
roller coaster as what the staff, students, 
and community of PVIS has endured this 

school year. I have also never witnessed a staff, student 
body, and community come together as we have. Through 
the unthinkable, our broken hearts found strength in our 
children not just once but twice.

Unfortunately, in times such as these our children 

look to adults for strength and guidance. This year it was 
reversed, and we all persevered. The teachers found their 
strength in the bond that we have all developed in seeing 
our students shine and move forward. Students brought 
smiles to our faces each and every morning by competing 
in staff verses, student competitions, or simply by wearing 
purple to show their support. In between our grief we had 
fun and we worked hard.

On the cover of our School Accountability Report 
Card is the statement “Success at PVIS is a team effort.” I 
strongly believe the “team” at PVIS has come together and 
persevered through our obstacles this school year. In turn, 
we’ve all become stronger, and will continue to support 
each other in achieving our mission of encouraging and 
educating the whole-child here at PVIS.

Frank Califano
Principal

Palos Verdes Intermediate School 

2161 Via Olivera, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274-1983 • 310/544-4816

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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To Learn and Grow
It only takes a few moments on the 

Montemalaga campus to experience the 
welcoming, kind, and very busy pulse of the 
elementary school. 

The front office is very responsive, 
friendly, and helpful to children, parents, 
and staff. The principal enjoys talking to 
all visitors, children, and parents stopping 
by the office daily. Montemalaga has grade-
level teams that work together planning 

instruction and common assessments. Our teachers also 
share best practices and strategies with each other and 
their colleagues in the Palos Verdes School District. They 
are truly amazing educators! 

The classrooms are busy with students working in 
cooperative groups completing research assignments where 
they explain their thinking and reasoning. STEM units of 
study are organized for all fourth- and fifth-grade students. 
Our science lab, led by parent volunteers at lunch, offers 
fun science discovery experiences for all grade levels. 

Developing the whole child is always a primary focus 
at Montemalaga. We write about our personal experiences 
with the character traits described in Coach John Wooden’s 
Pyramid of Success. Students help each other, the school, 
and our community. Student Ambassadors escort visitors, 
help with younger students, and serve in many leadership 
roles. Our Student Council also plans special days and 
events. They even run a weekly student store which helps 

develop strong leadership skills. 
The PTA and volunteer parents provide educational 

assemblies and fun family events throughout the school 
year. We recently had a local author come talk to the 
classes about writing books. We are excited about our 
school Bingo Night next month too.

Montemalaga is a great place to learn and develop 
friendships. We are very proud of our recent National Blue 
Ribbon Award and our Gold Ribbon School Award. We work 
hard to ensure that all students are successful, respectful, 
and confident.

Montemalaga is a wonderful school for all children to 
learn and grow.

Jody Pastell
Principal

Montemalaga Elementary School 

1121 Via Nogales, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274-1671 • 310/378-5228

Strong Bonds
Point Vicente 

Elementary School 
welcomes you! We are a 
community that treasures 
our strong bonds with 
parents and students and 
is supported by excellent 
teachers who are 
dedicated to establishing 

a positive environment focused on 
academic and personal growth.

Our school community includes 
families from many countries and 
cultures. We host an annual celebration called International 
Day, when each student explores booths organized by 
parents that highlight the food, geography, and language of 
the world. On a daily basis, we reinforce the importance of 
solid character. Fostering the values of tolerance, respect, 

and cooperation is our mission.
This year, we celebrated reading and 

made it fun! Our students participated 
in Battle of the Books, a great, year-long 
activity that promotes reading, builds 
social connections between readers, and 
ends with a multi-school competition. 
In March, as part of our Read Across 
America event, our principal challenged 
each class to a reading contest. Parents 
and community leaders served as guest 
readers as the whole school celebrated 
the importance of reading.

Looking forward, one new focus for 
our community will be helping parents and students new 
to Point Vicente to become acclimated and establish a 
support network. We understand how important it is for 
children and parents to make a smooth transition to school. 
Together, we will make positive adjustment a priority!

Beth Hadley
Principal

Point Vincente Elementary School 

30540 Rue de la Pierre, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-5364 • 310/377-6972
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Great in Our Community’s Eyes
At Palos Verdes High School, our students, 

faculty and staff are passionate about being 
a part of the Sea King family. We have 
indomitable spirit for our school and take 
great pride in the accomplishments of every 
student. Our students are excited to come 
to school every day and engage in all that 
PVHS has to offer. It is important that we 
offer our students a tremendous high school 

experience. Together as a school community, we strive 
daily to make that happen on our campus. As I reflect on 
this school year, I am struck with images of our students 
striving toward and surpassing their goals. Both as teams 
and individuals, our students have risen to the challenges, 
overcome obstacles and relished in success.

Our academic achievements are the crowning glory 
of PVHS. Students have launched a high-altitude balloon 
into space, earned spots at the Intel International Science 
Competition, and started new student-driven engineering 
teams. We are world class in our student media and 
publications programs, with a flourishing magazine, 
podcasts, a nationally recognized yearbook and an 
internationally award-winning live student news broadcast. 
We have continued to increase our AP offerings and bring 
new additions to our World Language department with 
Latin and Korean. PVHS has had a tremendous increase 
in enrollment in academic programs such as scientific 
research and Palos Verdes Institute for Technology (PVIT), 
and increased offerings for academic extracurricular 
activities such as Academic Decathlon and Speech and 
Debate.

Our athletes have scored goals and touchdowns, faced 
fierce competition, and dedicated hours on the field, on the 

court and in the pool. They have gone on to earn the top 
spot as CIF girls’ soccer champions, football CIF finalists 
and four Bay League titles. Yet with all the wins and 
accolades, I was most proud when seven of our teams were 
awarded CIF Academic Team championships, earning the 
highest team GPA average in the CIF Southern Section. 
This only reinforces our dedication to our Sea King 
athletes putting academics first.

Even When They Think Nobody’s Watching
Yet the real accomplishments for me as the principal 

are in the moments that might not make headlines, earn 
trophies, or splash across Twitter. It is watching a senior 
reach out to help an underclassman, a student cleaning up 
the campus without anyone asking. These are the moments 
when our Sea Kings shine, giving of themselves because 
it is the right thing to do. It is not about their resume, 
accolades or winning. Instead, it is about being a Sea King 
family, taking pride in our school community and striving 
to be our best, even when nobody’s watching.

Charles Park, Ed.D.
Principal

Palos Verdes High School 

600 Cloyden Rd., Palos Verdes, Estates, CA 90274-1869 • 310/378-8471

Live from 205

Girls’ Soccer

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Upcoming Competitions
For the fifth time in six years, Peninsula 

High will be sending a team to compete 
in the Cyber Patriot National Youth Cyber 
Education Program.

The MEME team, coached by Hassan 
Twiet, includes Peter Cunha, William Shiao, 
Donald Morton, Grant 
Watts, Allen Qiu Wang, and 
Brian Zhu. The team took 

first place in the Western Region, and then 
travelled to compete in CyberPatriot VIII 
in Baltimore, Maryland, where they faced 
off against 11 other teams from around the 
country.

The MEME team’s success is an 
outgrowth of Peninsula’s larger SMERT 
(Science, Math, Engineering, Robotics, 
and Technology) program and its 
ongoing partnership with the Air Force 
Association (AFA), a nonprofit education 
association whose mission is to promote 
the importance of our United States Air 
Force and its contributions to our nation’s 
defense.

Along with the Cyber Patriot 
program, Peninsula is also competing 
in the StellarXplorers competition 
sponsored by the AFA, along with 
other partners, including the Air Force 
Research Laboratory (AFRL) and several 
aerospace corporations. Participants 
in StellarXplorers tackle real world 
challenges including the design and 
construction of satellites.

In its first year, Pen High fielded two 
teams. Both headed to the StellarXplorers 
II National Finals Competition in Colorado. 
Nationally, five teams were selected to 

attend the finals, and Peninsula High earned two of the 
spots as No. 1 and No. 5 in the nation.

Gregory Grenier will direct the STLX02-0005 team, 
which includes Harmont Grenier, Bethany Grenier, David 
Noh, Amy Ross, Nathan Kim, and Rishi Gattu. Hassan 
Twiet will direct the STLX02-0023 team, featuring Regina 
E. Lee, Eugene H Lin, Saahil Parikh, Sher Shar, and Yodai 
Takeuchi.Mitzi Cress

Principal

Palos Verdes Peninsula High School 

27118 Silver Spur Rd., Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274-2300 • 310/377-4888
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WASC Accreditation
Rancho del Mar High School was first 

accredited by the Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges (WASC) through June 
1992 and has received subsequent terms of 
accreditation through June 1998, 2004, 2010 
and 2016.

Rancho del Mar annually prepares a 
Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA), 
which includes a goal-oriented action plan. 
The SPSA is submitted to the Educational 

Services Department of the PVPUSD and then to the Board 
of Education for approval.

In addition, Rancho del Mar applies for Model School 
status every three years, the maximum term of Model 
School designation. Rancho del Mar was first designated 
a Model High School in 1993 and has received consecutive 
terms of Model School designation, the most recent 
through March 2017.

In preparation for a renewal of Rancho del Mar’s WASC 
accreditation due this year, Rancho del Mar stakeholders 
prepared an extensive 332-page self-study. The SPSA 
Action Plan is a segment of the WASC self-study. The 
self-study was submitted to the Educational Services 
Department of the PVPUSD, to the California Department 
of Education (CDE) and to a WASC visiting committee.

Committee Findings to Be Incorporated
In March, Rancho del Mar welcomed a WASC visiting 

committee that spent the previous six weeks reviewing the 
Rancho del Mar self-study. The visiting committee members 
observed classrooms, reviewed documents, and met with 
students, parents, community members, teachers and district 
staff to validate the statements and findings in the self-study.

Later in March, the visiting committee held an exit 
meeting during which the committee members shared 
their findings with the school staff and superintendent. The 
committee was very impressed with the school program 
and the support Rancho del Mar receives from parents, the 
community and the district. The committee also offered 
suggestions for implementation of the school’s action plan. 
Later, the chair of the visiting committee submitted a hard 
copy of the 42-page visiting committee’s report to the 32 
member panel of the Accrediting Commission for Schools 
(ACS). The Rancho del Mar staff, students and parents will be 
busy this spring and summer incorporating suggestions from 
the visiting committee into Rancho del Mar’s action plan.

The Rancho del Mar SPSA, self-study and visiting 
committee’s report are posted on the Rancho del Mar 
website. Student transcripts from WASC accredited high 
schools are accepted by colleges, universities and employers. 
We are confident that Rancho del Mar will once again receive 
a full term of accreditation. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to give Mrs. Humphrey a call at our office.

Rosemary 
Humphrey

Principal

Rancho del Mar High School 

38 Crest Road West, Rolling Hills, CA 90274-5058 • 310/377-6691

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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All Five ‘Gears’ Turning!
It has been another fantastic year of 

STEAM learning for students at Rancho 
Vista School! The school’s 
goal to be a model school for 
teaching and learning in the 
areas of science, technology, 
engineering, arts and math 
(STEAM) continues to drive 
innovative programs in these 
disciplines. The winners are 

Rancho Vista students, who increasingly 
have opportunities to explore and excel in 
these areas.

This year, K–5 students have experienced 
hands-on Science via the school’s outdoor 
classroom in the learning garden and in 
the modernized STEM lab, using the FOSS 
inquiry curriculum. These experiences 
included exploring chemical reactions and 
performing heart and kidney dissections 
with guidance from medical professionals.

On the Technology front, the one-to-one iPad program 
expanded to all of fourth and fifth grade, allowing for 
greater personalization and differentiation of student 
learning. Students in fourth and fifth grades shared 
their learning via interactive whiteboards, iMovies and 
Minecraft. Students in third grade experienced a one-
to-one Chromebook class and used web-based resources 
such as Reflex Math and Khan Academy to deepen their 
knowledge of grade-level standards.

There were a number of incredible opportunities for 
students to explore Engineering. Kindergarteners used 

simple machines to build leprechaun traps, first-graders 
explored coding and robotics using Dash and Dot robots, 
and fourth and fifth graders utilized VEX robotics kits 

to design, test and program 
autonomous robots.

The ‘A’ Gives It Flavor!
The Arts continued to be 

integrated into grade-level 
science-content standards. 
The dynamic partnership with 
the Palos Verdes Performing 
Arts Center yielded musicals 
aligned with astronomy, biology 
and engineering. Instrumental 
and choral music, visual arts 
and the continuing Arts for 
All grant also gave students 
exposure to a wide range of art 
activities.

Mathematics instruction 
gained rigor and depth with 

the implementation of the new Math in Focus program. 
Students had greater opportunities to develop number 
sense through hands on activities and modeling. They also 
learned a wide range of strategies to problem-solve and 
had increased opportunities to work with and share their 
learning with peers.

Rancho Vista staff, students and parents look forward 
to expanded STEAM learning opportunities in 2016–17 
as they modernize their library/media center and look 
to create a Maker Lab to provide students with informal 
engineering and coding opportunities at recess and lunch.

William
 MacDonald, Ed.D.

Principal

Rancho Vista Elementary School 

4323 Palos Verdes Drive North, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274-1576 • 310/378-8388

Ready to Inspire
Ridgecrest Intermediate School (RIS) is 

the largest of the middle school sites in Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Unified School District, 
also boasting the most diverse community of 
learners. We are supported by six excellent 
parent groups and a staff that celebrates 
student learning through enthusiastic 
participation. The school has an active student 
council and leadership class and offers a range 

of extra- and co-curricular opportunities for students.
Site facilities are welcoming some exciting changes in 

the 2016–2017 school year with the installment of updated 
electrical and solar panels, upgrades to infrastructure 
and wireless connectivity, completion of community 

beautification projects on the grounds and in the multi-
purpose room, and the promotion of school climate murals 
and messaging across campus to communicate universal 
expectations. This is aligned to the overall climate work 
that continues at Ridgecrest, and it also assists in the 
overall preparation to support air-conditioning units, 
utilize electronic devices actively within classrooms, and 
determine long-term facilities needs and upgrades for the 
district’s Facilities Master Plan.

Ridgecrest remains an exciting and inclusive learning 
community, embracing students of all abilities and 
backgrounds. It is our continued desire to improve in order 
to better serve our families; we remain relentless in this 
pursuit. The RIS school motto says it all: Ready to Inspire 
Someone? We are.

Kelli Keller
Principal

Ridgecrest Intermediate School 

28915 Northbay Rd., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-4902 • 310/544-2747 
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A World-Class Education
Vista Grande Elementary 

School is 50 years old 
this year, and what great 
celebrations we have enjoyed! 
As anyone who celebrates 
a special milestone will tell 
you, it isn’t so much about 
a particular day; it is the 
journey that was taken to arrive at this 

moment in time. Looking back teaches us to appreciate 
where we are and prompts us to look forward.

At Vista Grande, our focus on promoting a growth 
mindset is preparing students, families, and staff to 
honor hard work, embrace failure, and move forward with 
renewed purpose. Since 1966, we have moved from the 
advent of color television to personal computing devices. 
Libraries are just as important as the Internet. And yet 
children still learn A, B, Cs and 1, 2, 3s as they begin their 
education. Our challenge as educators is to integrate 21st-
century skills into the learning process.

As a result of grade-level physical education 
lessons, teachers have dedicated collaboration 
time to meet these challenges, and students 
have high-quality physical education 
instruction with a credentialed teacher. In 
fourth and fifth grades, Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) standards are 
met through Project Lead The Way instruction 
in robotics. This year saw a particular focus 

on the implementation of Math in Focus, our latest math 
adoption. In addition to the grade-level planning sessions, 
teachers were supported with multiple training days. 
Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI) strategies were 
taught and infused into the math curriculum as well.

Looking toward next year, a new language-arts adoption 
will be considered. While the work seems never-ending, 
isn’t that the way it should be? We are never finished 
growing, even at 50 years old! So we continue to press 
forward, to learn from mistakes, and to grow and improve, 
so that all Vista Grande students continue to receive a 
world-class education.

Jeri Delatorre
Principal

Vista Grande Elementary School 

7032 Purpleridge Dr., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-3059 • 310/377-6066 

Parental Collaboration
At Silver Spur, we pride ourselves in 

providing all students with a well-rounded 
education. Our parents, teachers, and 
administration work together to support 
and enhance an innovative, consistent, and 
rigorous curriculum that is based on the new 
California Standards.

All stakeholders at Silver Spur are 
committed to provide powerful and 
innovative programs that embrace high 

expectations for all students in a positive school climate. 
Students are provided with a variety of educational 
opportunities including art, music, physical education, 
technology, garden, nutrition, and STEM for the fourth and 
fifth grades.

During the current academic year our parents and 
community have already volunteered 24,500 hours. These 
terrific volunteers provide support for our programs on a 
daily basis. It takes everyone to support Silver Spur! It is 
absolutely amazing what we are able to accomplish with 
this incredible army of volunteers.

Thanks to our parents and community, this year we 
were able to provide a wealth of opportunities to new and 
returning families. The dedication, hard work, and amount 
of time donated by our parents allows us to have programs 
such as Art at your Fingertips lessons in every TK-5 
classroom; science lessons in our Edible Garden based 

on the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS); the 
Reading Counts program; and our Mystery Readers in the 
classroom that keep encouraging our students to read. 

Our PTA also helped to celebrate Yellow Ribbon Week, 
Red Ribbon week, and Family Movie Night. They brought 
outstanding assemblies for our students, organized All Pro 
Dads, the Fun Run, and Write Week. Successful learning 
happens when parents, teachers, and students all work 
together.

I strongly advocate for parental collaboration, and 
welcome our parents and guardians to visit our school to 
volunteer and learn with us. There are many opportunities 
for families to get involved and support our students’ 
success in any capacity that feels comfortable. I welcome 
you to collaborate with our teachers, connect with our 
students, and play an active role in your child’s education.

I know you will find that working together leads to the 
highest quality educational program for your child. It is my 
goal for the next school year to provide parent workshops 
on curriculum and social/emotional issues, as well as 
continue to update our school website with the latest 
news and resources. Our teachers will continue offering 
opportunities to allow students to flourish in stimulating 
academic and social environments. I will continue 
communicating with the community via school news, 
monthly calendars, letters, etc.

Wishing you a great summer full of learning, new 
experiences and fun!

Marta 
Jevenois- 

Richardson
Principal

Silver Spur Elementary School 

5500 Ironwood St., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-1739 • 310/378-5011

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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We Do Shine!
Soleado Elementary School is a ray of 

sunshine in the Palos Verdes School District! 
Even our mascot depicts a rosy-cheeked 
sun, which is an 
exceptionally fitting 
characterization 
of our school. 
Founded in 1968, 
Soleado’s physical 

design embodies community and 
cooperation. Each core educational 
building houses five classrooms, 
with one wall open to a shared 
“big room” in the center. The open 
classroom environment facilitates 
daily teacher collaboration and 
student interaction within and 
among grade levels, while big rooms 
allow for large group activities and 
foster a positive feeling of family among our  
students and staff.

In addition to our strong sense of community and 
our open-classroom model, another distinguishing 
characteristic of our school is its cultural and linguistic 
diversity. With 465 “Soleado Suns” currently enrolled in 
grades TK through five, our student body encompasses 
families who come directly from 30 different countries 
and speak 22 languages. Our credentialed ELD instructor 
has established a well-designed program with inclusive 
supports throughout the day.

Our ‘Solar System’ Works
Soleado is committed to pursuing academic excellence, 

ensuring a safe learning environment, respecting 
and celebrating diversity, and building character and 

citizenship. Our curriculum and 
teaching practices emphasize 
differentiated instruction enhanced by 
a full complement of student support 
services and enrichment activities. 
CGI strategies to support rigorous 
math instruction, RtI programs for 
reading and writing, PE instruction 
in all grade levels, STEM education 
in our upper grades, hands-on edible 
garden instruction, science-lab 
inquiry-based lessons, and our art 
education programs make up the rich 
experiences that enable students to 
develop their maximum intellectual, 
emotional and physical potential.

21st century instructional design is important to our 
staff and students. Housing iPads, Chromebooks and 
desktops in each building provides seamless instruction 
with education technology. Next year, all classrooms will 
also be equipped with touch-enabled interactive projectors 
to support student engagement and kinesthetic learning.

Our students learn responsibility for their school and 
community through Student Council, reading buddies and 
a student-produced broadcast-news program. In addition, 
Soleado has become a model school in California for the 
Roots and Shoots program through the Jane Goodall 
Foundation.

Gina Stutzel
Principal

Soleado Elementary School 

27800 Longhill Dr., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-3909 • 310/377-6854 
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Whole Health Everyday Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put PVPUSD in the subject line)

Rules!

Entries must be received by July 15, 2016
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

ALKALINE
ALMONDS
APPLES
CARROTS
CHICKEN
FIBER
FRUITS
HEALTH
HUMMUS
KALE
LEMONS

MINERALS
NATURAL
NOURISH
NUTS
PROTEIN
SALMON
SEEDS
VEGETABLES
VITAMINS
WATER

Lucy’s Book Review

Nothing is Impossible!
The Lightning Queen
Author: Laura Resau
Mateo spends his 

summers at the Hill of 
Dust, a small, rural town 
in Mexico. His grandfather 
tells him tales of the old 
town. When Mateo is 
transported into a story 

of his grandfather›s childhood, he learns 
about Esma, the Queen of Lightning. 
Esma is a Romani girl who, with her 
tribe, came to the Hill of Dust and became lifelong friends 
with Mateo’s grandfather.

The two friends go through a lot together, and when 
something seems it cannot be done, Esma always says, 
“Nothing is impossible, my friend for life.”

This book gets four bookworms out of five because 
it shows the readers the power of hope, and it is a great 
example of the importance of telling family history. I 
recommend the story for grades 4 and up. I hope this book 
inspires you to ask about your own family’s history.

Lucy Davis is a 4th grade student. Besides reading, she enjoys riding 
her bike, theatre, and playing guitar. Lucy will rate the books 1 to 5 
bookworms with 5 being the best.

Lucy Davis

F U N

mailto:Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Peaceland Music & Repair

Guitar, Piano, Voice,
Bass, Drums 

Also: Ukulele, Banjo, Mandolin

James MusserJames Musser
Nominated Best LA Band ‘96 

Best Guitar ‘97 LA Music Awards

All Ages, Levels & Styles
Days, Evening & Weekends

www.peacelandmusic.com 
peaceland@peacelandmusic.com

23706 Crenshaw #105 A&B, 
Torrance, CA • (across from Hof’s Hut) 

Visit us on:  
MySpace.com/PeacelandMusic • YouTube.com/PeacelandMusic

(310) 650-4201

Rolling Hills 
Montessori School
in a beautiful rural setting, 
offering 3 programs:
Toddler, Pre-Primary 
and Transition (18 months - 7 years)
• Full day and half day
• Chinese/Spanish and Music inclusive
• 10 Extra curicular classes available
• Field Trips
• Community atmosphere
• Fully credentialed staff
Spaces are limited.
For more info please call: (310) 377-5722

26825 Rolling Hills Road
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274
www.rollinghillsmontessori.com

Keira’s Book Nook

True Friends Stick Together
I Survived the San Francisco 

Earthquake, 1906 
By Lauren Tarshis
The I Survived 

books are a New 
York Times best 
seller series. I loved 
this book about 

Leo, Morris and Wilkie, the main 
characters who lived through 
a disastrous earthquake in San 
Francisco. Wilkie and Fletch are 
two bullies who torment Leo, but 
when Wilkie gets buried under a 
pile of bricks, Leo and his friend 
Morris realize nobody deserves to die, and they save the 
bully Wilkie. When Wilkie finds out his supposed “friend” 
Fletch leaves him to die, he becomes friends with Leo and 
Morris who saved him.

This book is about how true friends always stick together 
no matter what. In difficult times is when you find out who your 
friends really are. I found this book to be really interesting.

I give it 5 out of 5 apples!
Keira Fukuwa is a fourth grader. Besides reading, she enjoys soccer, jazz 
dance, crafts and cooking. Keira rates books 1-5 apples with 5 the best.

Keira

Location:  
LA Galaxy Soccer Center  
540 Maple Avenue, Torrance

Times: 
Half Day 
8:30 am to 11:30 am  
or 1 pm to 4 pm 
or Full Day
8:30 am to 4 pm 
(including lunch)

  Intermediate & Beginning Volleyball Players
Boys & Girls Ages 7 - 16

Monday – Friday 8:30 am - 4 pm,  
half day sessions also available

For more information please call  310-546-9150  
Please sign up online at  Beachcitiesvbc.com

Indoor Summer Volleyball

• Beach Cities Volleyball is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit California corporation
• It’s Mission Statement is to “teach volleyball skills and life skills” to young people from 7 to 16 
• Family Assistance is available to children of families with documented financial need

Prices:  
$425 per week for full day weeks  
$250 for half day weeks

Dates:  
July 11th – 15th  
July 18th – 22nd  
July 25th – 29th 
August 1st – 5th  
August 8th – 12th

• Players placed in small groups  
of similar ability

• Priorities are developing of volleyball skills, 
character, & having fun!

• “My daughter went to several summer 
volleyball camps, and Beach Cities Volleyball 
was by far the best. She had fun & improved 
her skills every day”

Final Week: August 15th-19th, 9 to 12 AM, Christ Lutheran School Gym 
28850 S Western Avenue, Rancho Palos Verdes. Cost is $250

http://beachcitiesvbc.com
http://myspace.com/peacelandmusic
http://youtube.com/peacelandmusic
http://www.peacelandmusic.com
mailto:peaceland%40peacelandmusic.com?subject=
http://www.rollinghillsmontessori.com
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Ask Dr. Shari

Good for the Mind & Great for the Heart
The way we choose to spend our time 

and the activities in which we engage help 
form our value system. With a wide array of 
possibilities and opportunities, volunteering 
is a positive and vastly beneficial way of 
helping young people develop a strong sense 
of self.

Volunteering offers benefits spanning 
from the intellectual and spiritual to the 

educational and professional. As young people give of 
themselves and their time, they can learn about being 
selfless. In a busy world of “pursuit of personal happiness,” 
too often the intrinsic values of empathy and giving are the 
lessons that are overlooked. Helping others via a structured 
volunteer program is a positive and safe way to develop 
oneself in this regard. 

Additional Benefits of Volunteerism:
• Learning: Acquiring a new trade or skill can help   
 teens see the world in a bigger picture and be inspired  
 to continue to expand intellectually.
• Networking: Volunteering brings people of like  
 minds, interests and values together. This will  
 inevitably lead to positive interaction and healthy   
 relationships.
• Building the Résumé: Engaging in service to others and  
 taking the initiative to learn new trades or skills  
 is a brilliant way to expand your portfolio. This is   
 especially beneficial for students and young    
 professionals.
• Personal Growth: As Mahatma Gandhi said,  
 “The best way to find yourself, is to lose yourself in   
 the service of others.” Teens who experience  
 growth at an early age are likely to continue    
 cultivating positive behavior and friendships.

Motivational Speaker, Founder of The Brainpower Programs for 
Schools, Author, Consultant, Radio Host contact: info@doctorshari.com,  
www.doctorshari.com, twitter: DrShariS, Youtube:  Dr. ShariS,  
LinkedIN: Dr. Shari Sweetnam

Dr. Shari  
Sweetnam

Los Angeles County Office of Education

Honoring Our Teachers
On May 11, educators around the state 

marked the 34th anniversary of California’s 
Day of the Teacher.

California’s Day of the Teacher is 
patterned after the celebration of the 
traditional El Dia del Maestro, which 
is observed in Mexico and other Latin 
American countries.

It arose out of legislation authored by 
Sen. Joseph Montoya and co-sponsored by 

the California Teachers Association and the Association of 
Mexican American Educators in 1982.

At the Los Angeles County Office of Education, we 
honored our teachers who work very hard to instill in our 
students an appreciation of our society’s cultural diversity, 
a love of learning, and the skills to pursue productive lives.

I started my career in education as a teacher, and the 
occasion reminded me why I became one. I became a 
teacher because I had amazing teachers who were able to 
shine a light of hope and inspiration in my young life.

Most of us remember the special teachers who touched 
our lives. We recall the way they made us feel and how they 
encouraged and challenged us. They helped us become who 
we are today.

Teachers care for their students well after the school 
day ends. They put in long hours finding new ways to make 
lessons come alive. They work hard to build relationships 
with students’ families to make sure the students have the 
support that they need at home.

These are just a few examples of how teachers go above 
and beyond the call of duty to make a difference in their 
students’ lives.

As one of our past Los Angeles County Teachers of the 
Year, Rebecca Mieliwocki, who went on to become the 2012 
National Teacher of the Year, said: “A schoolteacher is the 
best tax-dollar bargain you will ever get. If you want to see 
tax dollars hard at work. Come into a classroom and see 
what’s going on.”

9300 Imperial Hwy., Downey, CA 90242 • 562/922-6360 • www.lacoe.edu

Arturo  
Delgado, Ed.D. 
Superintendent

Isabella’s Book Review

A Page-Turner
Flexible Wings is Veda Stamps’ 

first full-length novel. The main 
character, Summer, wants to be 
on a swim team, but her parents 
are in the military and move 
around often. When she’s finally 
on a team, she doubts if she wants 
to participate. To make matters worse, her 

mom is deployed! Dad says that Grandma would come while 
Summer’s mom is gone. Soon, Summer makes new friends, 

but fights with her younger sister, Emiko. To make 
up she throws a surprise party! But the party 
becomes a disaster when Emiko is unable to breath 
because of a bee sting. Emiko does get better. 
Phew! The family survived this disaster, but will 
they survive what lies ahead- without their mom!

I give this book 5 stars, because every page 
has an extraordinary family, events, details and 
tragedies. This book is definitely a page-turner and 
will keep you reading until the end!

Isabella is a fourth grader who loves to write based on her experiences 
fictionalizing them into stories that relate to young readers. Isabella 
wants to be an author of realistic fiction when she grows up. She will 
rate the books 1 to 5 with 5 being the best.

Isabella A.

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Note-ables

Owl Singalong
Adult Beluga Grads whose younger 

lives were enriched by Raffi’s music will be 
very happy, particularly if they’re parents, 
teachers or involved in any way with 
children. The beloved artist and children’s 
advocate emerged from a 12-year hiatus in 
2014 with his collection Love Bug, and he’s 
following up with another planet- and child-

centered theme in Owl Singalong.
The album was inspired 

by Raffi’s little grandniece, 
Lucie, and her owl stuffed 
toy and also by the chorus 
of live hooting critters in his 
backyard. Those birds open 
the title song, a jaunty little 
melody inviting us to sing 
along. Choruses of human 
children and one or two adults 
join in on standards such as “The More We Sing Together” 
and other beloved songs that he’s monkeyed—or verb-
formed other animal species—with: “The Lion Pokey” and 
“The Dog on the Bus” are rendered with Raffi’s brand of 
gentle silliness that has always endeared him to children. 

Raffi presents his versatile voice in so many different 
ways, whether it’s imitating a gruff lion, crooning like 
Rudy Vallee on “See the Moon,” or entertaining with Pete 
Seeger’s celebrated retelling of the South African folktale 
“Abiyoyo.”

And as always, Raffi will leave gentle lessons for little 
Belugas and Grads of any age: “Green Dream” is his wish 
for the future for all his young listeners. And from “I’m Not 
Small”: “I carry the world on my back. When it turns, I’ll 
turn, too.”

So simple, so wise, and so very Raffi.
Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer 
and editor.

Kate Karp

Congratulations Class of 2016!

http://pbcdaycamp.com
http://performingartsworkshops.com
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Remember When?

Those Lazy Days of Summer
With the arrival of spring, and as the 

days grow warmer and longer, we begin to 
anticipate summer; at least that’s how it was 
when I was a child. To ease my mother’s 
nerves, we came up with a School’s Out 
Calendar! The day after Memorial Day the 
homemade brightly colored calendar was 
taped to the refrigerator and a thick, black, 
grease or china marker hung at its side. 

Do you remember that wood pencil that is sharpened by 
pulling a string to peel off the outer coating covered in 
paper?

We didn’t have rocket making or robotics camps, or 
camps with outings to Raging Waters or Knotts Berry 
Farm. I don’t recall any camps, “back in the day” except 
for two weeks of vacation Bible school. Those were the lazy 
days of summer.

Oh, we anticipated dad’s two week vacation, which 
always meant a road trip. Beyond that, summer took on 
a whole new meaning: sleepovers and staying up late, 
backyard swim days and days spent with Gramma. Those 
special days were always marked on the calendar because 
they meant delightful treats and playing on the street with 
the neighborhood kids. I’d see Gramma sit at the window 
with watchful eyes as we drew hopscotch on the road or 
played double dutch with jump ropes. My fondest memories 
were of us stretched out on the lawn cloud spotting. Our 
imaginations would run wild as beasts and witches or 
animals rolled against the blue sky.

By August, boredom would set in, just about the time 
those “dog days of summer” arrived. I remember when 
summer seemed to last forever and we would wish it would 
never end.

Charlene remembers growing up in Chicago with hot and humid 
summers, leaves that turned colors in the fall and endless winters. 
Active in her community and church, she advocates for seniors, 
affordable housing, literacy and libraries. Her hobbies include reading, 
writing and visiting art galleries. Charlene resides in Costa Mesa with 
her husband, Dennis who is a teacher in the Newport Mesa Unified 
School District. http://about.me/cmash

Charlene  
Ashendorf

Parent To Parent

Growing Up —Summer Vacation
Q. We are hoping to possibly go on a 

vacation this summer where there are 
activities just for the kids. Our children are 
both girls ages 10 and 12. The oldest has 
begun to pull away from her younger sister 
and we are afraid she will not want her 
hanging around her on the trip, particularly 
during the activities. How much should we 
allow the oldest to do on her own?

 
A: It sounds like your oldest daughter is perhaps striving 
to become a little more independent from not only her 
younger sister, but also from you and your husband. This 
is a perfectly normal development that most kids her age 
go through, especially if she is close to turning 13. Before 
deciding on your summer vacation destination, read as 
much material as possible about the activities offered for 
kids. It should have a breakdown pertaining to age and 
gender, an in-depth description and where it takes place, 
including a specific schedule for each. Depending on the 
oldest girl’s maturity level and what grade she will be in 
for the fall, she could meet the criteria of activities geared 
for the middle-school age range. It is important that you 
and the kids are satisfied and that the activities are fun for 
each one. For example, if somewhere you are considering 
for your vacation sounds great for one but not so much for 
the other, keep looking until you can find a more balanced 
plan for both. This way, they will both feel appreciated and 
comfortable with what is being offered for them individually. 
If the brochure or online information does not answer all of 
your questions, there may be a toll-free number to call to 
ask more questions or an online form you can use to contact 
customer service.

Jodie Lynn is an award winning, internationally syndicated family/
health and education columnist and best selling author. Her column 
Parent to Parent™ (www.ParentToParent.com) has been successful for 
more than 15 years. She is a regular contributor to several sites and has 
written four books and contributed to three others, one of which was 
featured on the Oprah Winfrey Show. She has authored several books 
including Mom CEO (Chief Everything Officer), Having Doing, and 
Surviving it All! and Syndication Secret—What No One Will Tell 
You! Check www.ParentToParent.com for details on new radio talk 
show, Inside Parenting Success.

Jodie Lynn

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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