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Principal Scott McDowell, and a group of South High computer science students.
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Participation in the activity allowed 
students to learn which foods would 
provide them with the greatest 
energy and nourishment to begin 
their day. Educators have long been 
aware of the correlation between 
student success and a child’s health. 
A health education lesson such as 
this is critical for our students in 
teaching them how to incorporate 
healthy eating in their daily lives.

Arts education is another area 
we want our students to have access 
to. In the 21st-century learning 
environment, there is a concentrated 
emphasis on science and math; 
however, art education is an equally 
essential building block in a child’s 
education. For over 20 years, the 
Adventures in Art program has 
thrived in our elementary and 
middle schools. The parent-run 

A Universe of Possibilities
Educating students 

in the 21st century 
includes a focus on 
the whole child. 
Beyond their academic 
achievements, 
students must be 
presented with 
opportunities to learn 
and grow. Enrichment 
instruction should 

align with their real-world 
experiences for it to be valuable.

Recently, two of our schools, 
Arlington and Edison Elementary 
Schools, created a teachable 
experience for students during 
National School Breakfast Week. 
Hosted by the district’s Nutrition 
Services Department, students were 
served a wholesome and balanced 
breakfast and were then asked to 
create their own “healthy plates” 
using pictures of different foods. 

Dr. George 
Mannon

Superintendent

As a parent of three boys, I am not immune to how language 
and words can shape their sensibilities of the world around them. 
One word in particular was banned in our home, “retard.” For 
this reason, the Spread the Word to End the Word campaign, 
which is part of the nationwide Special Olympics, is of particular 
significance to me. My wife, Jean, is a Special Education specialist 
with Los Angeles Unified School District, and she has seen 
firsthand the negative effects of a simple word used to hurt 
another person. So often a word creeps into common vernacular 
and is used to be mean and spiteful, and it denigrates an entire 
group within our society.

The Spread the Word to End the Word campaign began as a means to build 
awareness for our society and encourage people to stop and think about the 
use of the R-word. Its goal is to build more acceptance and communities for all 
people. As noted on the Web site, “Language affects attitudes, and attitudes 
affect actions.” The use of this word is hurtful and painful, whether the speaker 
intends it to be or not. Most people do not even associate it with hate speech, 
but it is.

Change begins with each individual choice and action. As a society, we can 
transform the way in which we communicate and create positive interactions. 
To learn more about the growing movement against the R-word, I encourage 
you to go to www.r-word.org.

Parent involvement is key to ensuring our children are getting both 
academic and character education. Torrance is so fortunate to have active 
parents who volunteer countless hours to make certain our students and 

teachers are being supported in a variety of ways. Last month I attended the 
Torrance Council of PTAs Honorary Service Awards (HSA) celebration. The 
Torrance Council of PTAs recognized three individuals—Janet Tajii, Sumi 
Arnheim, and Lisa Snowiss—for their unparalleled dedication to our students 
and schools. There were also several other HSA honorees at each of the school 
sites; if I tried to mention all of them here, it would fill pages and pages. Instead 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all of the HSA award 
recipients for their continued investment in the academic achievements of all 
our students. It is because of the partnerships we have with parents that the 
Torrance Unified School District continues to succeed.

Spread the Word to End the Word
See Superintendent • Page 2
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Once Spring Break is here it 
seems the rest of the school year 
goes by in a blink. It is a busy and 
important time of year with students 
focused on testing and college 
choices. As Jefferson Middle School 
Principal Kara Heinrich says in her 
article, “Although college may not 
be a personal goal for every sutdent, 
it is the responsibility of the schools 
to teach students the kinds of skills 
they need for success in the future.” 
Students have so many options and 
dedicated educators to help them 
prepare for their choices.

Our next issue is May 27.
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Enriching Education
By Dee Hardison, President

Thanks to everyone who attended the Torrance Education Foundation 
(TEF) Celebrate Education Dinner on March 27 at the Torrance Marriott 
Hotel. The theme of the dinner was “Round-Up for Education.” There were 
many auction items donated by Torrance Unified School District schools and 
PTAs, as well as many local businesses. The culmination of the evening was the 
drawing of the winner of a brand-new luxury automobile. The deadline for this 
publication didn’t give us time to announce the winner for this article. 

TEF also provides students of all 
grade levels with the opportunity to 
attend a variety of elementary and 
middle school enrichment classes 
during the summer. In addition, 
they host academic classes for high 
school students from Torrance and 
surrounding South Bay schools. 
This summer will be the South Bay 
Enrichment Academy’s seventh year, 
and the academy has served over 12,000 
students over the past six summers. The program is accredited by the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and has been recognized by the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). For more information, please 
visit www.tefsbea.org.

TEF is proud to be the largest donor to the Torrance Unified School District! 
We appreciate the support of parents and the local business community 
in helping us to fulfill our mission statement: “To enrich the educational 
experience for students of the Torrance Unified School District.”

We appreciate the support of parents 

and the local business community  

in helping us to fulfill our mission statement:  

“To enrich the educational experience  

for students of the  

Torrance Unified School District.”

program encourages 
students to use their 
artistic aptitude to 
help advance their 
developmental and 
creative-thinking 
skills. Adventures in 
Art student exhibits 
are imaginative and 
inspirational, and they 

showcase our students’ expansive 
potential. Our high school students 
get the opportunity to flex their 
imaginative muscles by participating 
in the Visions of Unity competition, 
hosted annually by the Human 
Relations Forum of Torrance. The 
competition covers a wide variety 
of creative arenas, such as fine art, 
photography, computer graphics, 
sculpture, and literary writings. In 
2008, Torrance High School student 
Janice Lee went on to win the 
Los Angeles County competition, 
and her artwork was displayed in 
government buildings throughout the 
county. In the Torrance Unified School District (TUSD), we strive to create a 
culture of enrichment, so students can achieve both academically and in their 
extracurricular interests.

Another essential avenue for student learning is connecting classroom 
learning with career aspirations. Last month, South High School advanced 

Dr. George 
Mannon

Superintendent • From Page 1
math and science and 
computer science 
students received 
a special visit from 
Commander Koichi 
Wakata, an astronaut 
with the National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA). 
In the past four years, 
as a part of Onizuka 
Space Science Day, TUSD 
students at different 
school sites have had 
the unique opportunity 
to interact with NASA 
astronauts. This year’s 
special guest spoke to 
a group of about 100 
South High seniors 
about his experiences in 
space. Students asked 
questions about the 
effects of zero gravity on 
the body, having to learn 
Russian, and conducting 
experiments in space. 

Our students greatly benefit from interacting and speaking with professionals 
in fields of study they may one day want to pursue.

Educating a child in the 21st century is more than textbooks and classroom lessons; 
it incorporates a plethora of experiences, which then presents these children with the 
extent of the possibilities that await them in their careers and their personal lives.



1-800-UCLA-MD1 (1-800-825-2631)    uclahealth.org/sameday uclahealth.org/getsocial 

Same-day appointments now available

When you, or a loved one, need to see your doctor, the last thing you want to do is wait around. 

At UCLA Health, we want to ensure all of our patients receive the best care in the timeliest 

manner possible. That’s why we now offer same-day appointments in 27 specialties. 

Call us before noon and we’ll schedule you for that day. Call us in the afternoon and we’ll 

schedule you for the next day. At UCLA, it begins with you. And now it begins today. 

The doctor will 

       see  today

UCLA1245 Same-day Appt Ad-SB Torrance School News (PRESS).indd   2 3/12/15   9:30 AM
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Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital Long Beach
2801 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806 • MillerChildrens.org/Stramski • 562/728-5034

Autism Awareness—What Parents Need to Know
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, around 

1 in 68 American children are identified with an autism spectrum 
disorder. More than 3.5 million Americans live with an autism spectrum 
disorder, so autism is a condition that can’t be ignored or overlooked. 

Autism is a complex developmental disability that affects 
a person’s ability to communicate and interact with others. 
Symptoms almost always start before a child is 3-years-old and 
can present themselves as early as 18 months.

Children do not outgrow autism, but studies show that kids 
who received early diagnosis and intervention tend to have better 
brain function and communication skills. This is why knowing 
the signs of autism and taking action is so important. 

Common signs of autism are:
Unusual behaviors: 
• Hand flapping 
• Lines up toys or other objects 
• Gets upset by minor changes
Poor social skills: 
• Avoids eye contact
• Doesn’t respond to their name after 12 months
• Prefers to play alone
Risk factors that may increase a child’s chance of developing autism are:
• Children that have a parent or sibling with autism
• Children that are born more than 26 weeks premature 
• Children born to older fathers
• Having certain other genetic disorders 
As a parent, being aware of the potential warning signs and taking 

immediate action to get your child tested can make a difference.

Gary Feldman, MD
Medical Director,

Stramski  
Children’s  

Developmental 
Center

Torrance Council of PTAs
www.torrancecouncilofptas.org

Advocating for Our Students
By Janet Tajii, President

The Torrance Council of PTAs (TCPTA) is organized under the authority of 
the California State PTA to provide information and instruction to our units, 
offer leadership development, and coordinate the units’ efforts. In Torrance, we 
oversee the PTA units at all 30 schools in the district.

Our council provides many fun and educational programs. We recently 
honored 27 students as council-level winners in the Reflections contest, a 
National PTA arts recognition and achievement program. Six students went on 
to receive first place at the next level of judging by the 33rd District PTA, and 
their entries have been forwarded to the California State PTA.

In February, the 34th Annual College Fair, hosted by TCPTA, the high school 
PTSAs, and Torrance Unified School District, was held at West High School 
Over 800 students and parents attended and were able to visit with more than 
80 representatives from colleges, trade schools, and the military. They also 
attended informative workshops.

Elementary schools are busy hosting bike rodeos at their sites. The students 
participate in a variety of bike skill events and a written safety test. The 
winners from each school will participate in the TCPTA district-wide bike 
rodeo in April.

In March, our director of advocacy and legislation, six students, and a 
chaperone will attend the 33rd District PTA’s Sacramento Safari. At this 
educational conference, they will be learning how our state government works. 
They will also be learning about advocacy and putting it into practice while 
meeting with legislators.

PTA is proud to be a powerful advocate for education and child welfare 
issues. Membership in PTA is open to anyone who wants to be involved and 
make a difference for the education, health, and welfare of children and youth.
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Adams Elementary
2121 238th St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4480 • adams.tusd.org

STEM Experiences
Some upper-grade students at John Adams Elementary School 

have been enjoying awesome Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM) experiences with our volunteer extraordinaire, 
Mr. Hardison. Every Wednesday Mr. Hardison, known to the 
students as Mr. H, works with small groups of fourth- and fifth-
graders, introducing them to the scientific process. Students 
formulate hypotheses and conduct experiments that either 
support or negate their assumptions.

Recently, students conducted experiments on absorption by 
determining which brand of paper towels absorbs best. Students 

have also examined 
lemon batteries, worked 
with simple motors, 
learned to use slide rules, 
explored binary numbers, 
celebrated Pi Day, 
investigated pyramids, 
and much, much more.

“The goal of these math 
and science programs is 
to show our students how 
STEM is all around us,” Mr. 
Hardison said. Each week 
he alternates between 
math and science content 
so students can enjoy 
hands-on, problem-solving 
experiences in STEM.

Dr. Kumi  
Toyoda-Smart

Principal

Anza Elementary
21400 Ellinwood Dr., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4559 • anzaelementary.org

Lighting Our Way
Every year since Anza 

Elementary was adopted 
by a lighting-systems 
and manufacturing firm 
in 2009, the international 
company invites Anza 
students to present the 
color guard and sing the 
national anthem at their 

annual State of the Company address 
to their employees in Torrance. This 
year, four Anza Boy Scouts presented 
the colors, and an extremely talented 
fourth-grade Anza student sang a live 
performance of the National Anthem at 
the annual address.

Anza is extremely lucky to have 
such an active Adopt a School partner. 
Since their adoption of Anza, the 
company has assisted our school by 
supplying sturdy emergency cases 
to each classroom for emergency 
preparedness and annually invites 
and funds fourth- and fifth-grade 
students to attend a field trip to its facility in Torrance, where students learn 
how the manufacturing plant works and actually make their own flashlight. The 
company also shows its generosity by providing incentives to the entire school 
on Activity Day and donating various products for sale at our annual Ice Cream 
Social/Silent Auction that funds the Academic Intervention Program at Anza.

Barbara Marks
Principal

Arlington Elementary
17800 Van Ness Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4519 • arlingtonpta.com

The Next Generation of Scientists
Science is at the heart of the United States’ ability to continue 

to innovate, lead, and create the jobs of the future  
(http://www.nextgenscience.org). With the fastest growing 
occupations being those utilizing science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics, it was crucial for California and 
the United States to update school science standards for our students.

Arlington Elementary School held a family Science Night, 
where both parents and students were introduced to the Next 
Generation Science Standards (NGSS) with a short video. After 
that, they engaged in hands-on science projects, where students 

applied their scientific and 
engineering principles, the 
same ones scientists use to 
engage in investigations and 
experiments. These include: 
asking questions; using models; 
planning and carrying out 
investigations; analyzing 
and interpreting data; using 
mathematics and computational 
thinking; constructing 
explanations and designing 
solutions; engaging in argument 
from evidence; and finally 
obtaining, evaluating, and 
communicating information.

For more information on the Next Generation Science Standards, visit  
http://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/sc/ngssintrod.asp.

Dr. Vicki Hath
Principal

Arnold Elementary
4100 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4524 • arnold.tusd.org

Arnold Turns 50!
Joseph Arnold Elementary School turns 50 years old this year, 

and we’re ready to celebrate! In fact, we are inviting all former 
students, teachers, and staff members to our 50th Birthday 
Celebration Carnival on April 17, 2015. The party will start at 
4:30 p.m. with the unveiling of the time capsule that was buried 
25 years ago. It is filled with memorabilia from 1989, along with 
letters and pictures from the students and staff memberswho 
were here at Arnold 25 years ago. According to newspaper 

articles we found, 
there is also a 50-
year old time capsule 
buried somewhere 
on the Arnold 
property, but we 
have yet to find that 
one.

As part of our 
celebration, we will 
be burying a new 
time capsule, which 
the teachers and 
students are busily 
preparing. The 
carnival will also 
feature games, food 
carts, live music, a 
silent auction, and 
more! Come and 
celebrate with us!

Justine Lang
Principal
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Carr Elementary
3404 W. 168th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4467 • carr.tusd.org

Honorary Service Awards
The Carr PTA annually honors volunteers and staff members 

who go above and beyond their duties. This year, there were 
two Continuing Service Awards winners. The first was Amalia 
Rios, a longtime PTSA member who’s been our emergency 
preparedness chairperson, a library volunteer and a classroom 
helper. As she leaves Carr, she’s gives one more gift—training the 
next generation of parents and drawing them, particularly the 
Spanish-speaking parents, into our PTSA family.

The second honoree is Robert Ibon, our beloved custodian 
and role model. He concerns himself with our children’s safety and cheerfully 
interrupts whatever he’s doing whenever he sees a need, even if he’s not asked. 
He makes sure that everything at PTSA events is clean and set up correctly on 
time, every time!

There were also three Honorary Service Award honorees. The first was  
Dr. Connie Maloney, our transitional-kindergarten teacher. She arrives early in 
the morning and often leaves late in the day. In teaching academics and how to be 
good Carr Cub citizens, she sets the foundation for our youngest students’ success.

The second HSA winner was Victoria Johnson. She’s at school more days 
than not, helping in the classrooms, library and special events. She also 
translates for our Spanish-speaking parents. When Mrs. Johnson volunteers for 
an event, she brings three or four other parents who might not otherwise have 
come. Her quiet leadership and willing spirit are rare gifts.

The third honoree was April Taueau, a take-charge volunteer. She’s chaired 
practically every PTSA event since she started. On the PTSA business side, 
she’s signed checks, counted money, and stuffed the Carr Cub folders. She 
also finds time to volunteer in her children’s classrooms and even babysits for 
others so they can volunteer! Whenever you need something done, Ms. Taueau’s 
response is “Just tell me what you need me to do and what time you need me to 
be there and I’ll be there.” And she always is!

Dick Peterson
Principal

Edison Elementary
3800 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4513 • edison.tusd.org

Young Scientists
Edison hosted Family STEM Night to inspire young scientists 

and provide families with an experience in force and motion. 
Thanks to a grant from the Torrance Education Foundation, 
teachers Mrs. Branley and Mrs. Matoba made learning science 
fun for the whole family! Everyone not only learned about 
Newton’s Laws of Motion but they also experienced force and 
motion with several hands-on activities. From a penny drop to 
launching model rockets, children were questioning and making 
sense of the world around them.

Part of our goal for the evening was to spark ideas, wonderings and a love 
of science. Students came up with questions that they want to explore further 

and perhaps 
an idea for a 
science fair 
project. Who 
knows? We may 
have inspired 
several 
youngsters to 
pursue careers 
in science! One 
thing I know 
is that the 
future looks 
bright with all 
the creativity 
ignited in the 
room on this 
night!

Dr. Erin Lahr
Principal

Calle Mayor Middle School
4800 Calle Mayor, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4548 • callemayor.tusd.org

Biologists and Engineers
Calle Mayor students have an amazing opportunity to learn 

about the ocean and space in Mr. Milligan’s Calle Science Comes 
Alive elective class. This exciting class allows students to work in 
our on-site marine lab learning about pH and ion levels and the 
impact they have on the life cycle of things inside and outside 
the water. Students also have an opportunity to perform fish 
dissections and learn about the different types of seaweed and 
identification of animal taxonomy.

Mr. Milligan’s class also gives students an introduction to 
engineering and the practice of mechanical evolution as they are applied to 
students building rockets that they will test-fly at the campus during the 
year. The impact of their rocket-model changes develops and builds a greater 
understanding of the importance of not only trial and error but also an 
application of physics through analytical development to rocketry.

Dave Mosley
Principal

Casimir Middle School
17220 Casimir Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4498 • casimir.tusd.org

Beautiful Noise
Casimir after school is a unique place. Not only is there the 

familiar sounds of playing and completing homework but you will 
also hear the sounds of Ping-Pong balls and bottle crushing. This 
is all thanks to the work of two vibrant after-school programs on 
our campus.

The bottle crushing comes from the Ecology Club under 
the leadership of Douglas Schmitz, which regularly collects 
and processes recyclables from all over campus. In this club, 
students see that taking care of the environment and serving the 

community can also be a time of fun. Nearby, the Ping-Pong Club is busy having 
tournaments with excited teachers and parents watching and participating. Mr. 
Schmitz, Aaron Rose, John Sabo and Mr. Schmitz make sure that the Ping-Pong 
Club is a place where students can go to not only play a great game but also 
learn sportsmanship and make connections with peers and adults.

Both after-school clubs are evidence that Casimir is a place dedicated to 
building a healthy and happy school community.

Susie Holmes
Principal
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Fern Elementary
1314 Fern Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4506 • fern.tusd.org

Developing Strong 
Readers

Reading is the foundation 
upon which all academic 
skills are built. With the 
implementation of the 
Common Core Standards, 
Fern is focused on ensuring 
that students receive 
balanced literacy instruction. 

It’s imperative that students are provided 
daily opportunities for reading, writing, 
listening and speaking. To this end, 
effective instructional practices are in 
place to support both literacy and student 
achievement.

Our teachers provide reading with an emphasis on “essential questions” 
and the interaction between reader and text. Utilizing a balance of fiction 
and nonfiction texts, the differentiated needs of individual readers are 

met. Students are taught 
to ask critical questions, 
practice reading strategies, 
use technology to enhance 
learning, collaborate with 
peers, and journal personal 
connections.

Teachers are making shifts 
in their literacy instruction, 
students are reading often, 
parents are invested, and the 
future of Fern’s community of 
learners is inspiring!

Debbie Mabry
Principal

Hickory Elementary
2800 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4672 • w1.hickory.tusd.org

Hickory Happenings!
Hickory School continues to be a busy place. Our campus is 

always buzzing with enthusiasm and an excitement for learning. 
The focus is always on high achievement for all of our students. 
Learning and discovery happens everywhere, and we strive for 
this goal both inside and outside of the classroom.

We also like to involve our parents. This trimester, parents 
had several opportunities to become more involved with their 
children’s learning. At the end of January, our PTA and teachers 
hosted the school’s annual Family Math Night. Parents and 
students were actively engaged in problem solving, estimating, 

and critical thinking. The cafeteria was buzzing with conversations, 
explanations, and justifications! What a wonderful experience for everyone.

Hickory students were also amazed (and in awe) during our recent Science 
Night. Students and parents experimented with gases, chemical reactions, and 
optical illusions. We also had several rocket launches into the night sky that 
thrilled us all!

In February, the fourth-grade students prepared for and participated in 
an interactive history program. The “Walk through California” program is 
a wonderful culminating activity for the fourth-graders’ study of California 
history. Students learn the facts, vocabulary, geography, and key events that 
established our great state. One of our favorite parts of this assembly is when 
the students dress in character and portray famous people from the California 
past. History truly comes alive during this event!

Hickory is a busy place, one where the process of learning is exciting and 
engaging. We want to thank our wonderful school community for sharing this 
vision, and for their constant support.

Edna  
Schumacher

Principal

J.H. Hull Middle School
3420 W. 229th Pl., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4516 • hull.tusd.org

Art and Community
Hull School has been partnering with a local art museum for 

a special onsite program. It was designed to support our current 
arts curriculum by making meaningful connections between the 
museum’s permanent collection and student learning.

Several artists recently presented six hands-on workshops to 
students at each grade level. These were connected to current 
units in social studies and other electives, and were a huge 
success. By reinforcing their conversations about art, students 
learned to make a strong personal connection to the subject.

The museum provided a field trip for our eighth-grade class. Ron Ambro 
also took his elective class on a field trip that explored graphic and digital 
design. Teaching artist Rebecca Farr worked with our eighth-graders to create 
special two-foot panels inspired by an artist from the museum’s own collection. 
Ms. Farr then connected the art with the Industrial Revolution, a subject the 
students were also learning. The students completed their mixed-media artworks 
by including elements that related to their own personal identity and community.

This project was developed with community and identity at its core. The 
goal is to display this work in the multipurpose room, thus allowing the eighth-
graders to leave their mark on the middle school. This flexible installation will 
become a simple way to display future artwork, and can also be used for other 
programs and events.

The museum will soon be facilitating an opening celebration of the eighth-
grade murals with our administrators and faculty. They will also help showcase 
artwork created by the sixth-and seventh-graders.

Hull looks forward to this four-year commitment. This academic connection 
also includes free membership for all students, staff and faculty members; 
professional development for the teachers at the museum’s galleries; docent-led 
Family Sundays; and free admission to various “Evening for Educators” events 
throughout the year.

Barry Lafferty
Principal

Jefferson Middle School
21717 Talisman St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4794 • jefferson.tusd.org

College and Career
College and career readiness is at the center of the Common 

Core Standards, and has long been an educational goal. Although 
college may not be a personal goal for every student, it is the 
responsibility of our schools to teach students the kinds of skills 
they need for success in the future.

TUSD schools have fostered an environment that encourages 
interest in college matriculation. They also offer students 
essential information to assist them in planning their academic 
careers. Jefferson in particular is creating a college-going culture 

that works towards explaining the benefits of higher education and a career, as 
well as giving back to society. We also seek to instill the skills our students need 
to overcome their personal challenges.

A culture of college readiness inspires the best in every student, and helps 
them achieve their goals. Those children who grow up hearing “when you go to 
college” rather than “if you go to college” are more likely to see themselves as 
college bound.

Parents can begin this process by setting clear expectations. This instills 
the idea that education doesn’t end with high school. You can begin to lay this 
foundation so that your child will see the clear connection between college and 
career.

You can also help your child develop the necessary habits for success. For 
example, college-ready students are focused, organized, and have good study 
skills. They are also strong readers and writers. Watching college sports and 
academic bowls together on television, or attending college events, are also 
good motivators.

Also, always encourage your child to take challenging classes to flex 
their academic muscles. Encourage their aspirations and talents. These may 
eventually transform into a course of study, a career goal, or a lifelong passion 
for learning. Whatever the outcome, your child will benefit from your support.

Kara Heinrich
Principal
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Lincoln Elementary
2418 W. 166th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4464 • lincoln.tusd.org

Reading and 
Caring

At Lincoln, we 
have been having 
fun reading!

For our annual 
Read Across 
America Week 
in February, we 
showed off silly 
socks on Monday 

(based on the book Fox in Socks); 
wore green on Tuesday (from 
Green Eggs and Ham); dressed 
wacky for Wednesday (for Wacky 
Wednesday); doffed funny hats 
for Thursday when author Scott 
Sussman visited us (the Cat in the 
Hat); and lounged in pajamas on 
Friday (from The Sleep Book). 

However, in addition to the fun, 
we also encouraged our students 
to help others in need through 
a recent collection drive. In past 
years we’ve gathered school 
supplies (The ABC Book); dental 
hygiene items (The Tooth Book); 
and lots of socks (Fox in Socks). 
This year we collected 1,145 cans 
of tuna for a local food bank (as 
in One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, 
Blue Fish). We are not just in the 
business of teaching children to 
read, but also to care!

Katherine 
Castleberry

Principal

Lynn Middle School 
5038 Halison St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4495 • bertlynn.tusd.org

Beyond Classroom Opportunities
We’d like to introduce our campus-based programs and clubs 

developed to inspire talent, sharpen skills and follow academic 
interest.

The Pride and Promise Club promotes and encourages the 
development of self-awareness, confidence and leadership in 
middle school girls. Facilitated by Torrance Police Department’s 
juvenile program, John J. Neu Leadership Academy develops 
leadership skills through goal setting, reflection, self-efficacy 

and perseverance. Our exciting monthly “After-School GATE Modules,” 
sponsored by our business partner’s generous donations, provide literary, 
science and mathematics extension opportunities for our Gifted and Talented 
Education (GATE) students. Our Junior Scholarship Club instills the value of 
high standards of scholarship, community service and citizenship. Additional 
programs include Scholastic Chess Club, Weekly Drama Camp, Baseball Club, 
Jazz Band, Ukulele Club and Competitive Mathematics Club.

All programs and clubs provide an opportunity for improvement of the 
quality of student life and a balance between hard work and play. Bert Lynn 
Middle School: “Today we learn, tomorrow we lead.”

LeRoy Jackson Jr.
Principal

LAUNCH Preschool Programs
4100 W. 227th St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/972-6500x2550 • launch.tusd.org

Launch Preschool Rocketeers Have Spirit!
Like almost all schools in Torrance, 

LAUNCH students show their school spirit 
by wearing LAUNCH or Rocket themed 
clothing on Fridays. But at LAUNCH we 
show our fun side too, by participating 
in Sprit Days related to the theme we 
are teaching or a seasonal event we are 
learning about. Our teachers, office staff 
and students really get into it and the 
children are so excited. This year we have 

had Insects, Farmer Day, Jersey Day, Wacky Wednesday, Polka Dots/Stripes 
Day, Pink and Hearts Day, Dr. Seuss Day, Pirate Day and of course Wear Green/
Leprechaun Day. Crazy Hair Day, Crazy Socks and Hawaii/Beach Day or still to 
come. Of course, pictures tell the real story!!

Dr. Elaine 
Semple
Principal
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Madrona Middle School
21364 Madrona Ave., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4562 • madrona.tusd.org

Science Olympiad
Madrona Middle School recently participated in a regional 

Science Olympiad contest with some of the top schools in the 
state. Madrona is happy to announce that, as a school, we finished 
in the top 25% of the state under Ms. Rocha’s diligent tutelage!

Madrona had several medal winners including:
2nd place in Anatomy & Physiology (Joseph Bravo and 
Kaitlin Lim)
4th place in Can’t Judge a Powder (Julia Hsieh and Jessica Tang)
4th place in Crave the Wave (Ephrem Gerald and Julia Hsieh)

4th place in Fossils (Brandon Bunuan and Cristen Irasusta)
4th place in Solar System (Kaitlin Lim and Daniela Sanchez)
6th place in Bridge Building (JJ Brar and Julie Galang)
6th place in Meteorology (JJ Brar and Nicholas Leivers)
Madrona Middle School is especially proud of our students. They serve as a 

continuing example of our STEM and Service philosophy. Congratulations!

Chris Lipsey
Principal

North High School
3620 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4412 • northhighschool.org

Making a Difference
The North High School Human Relations Ambassadors Club 

(HRA) is a chapter of SADD, our Students against Destructive 
Decisions. Over 111 members currently participate in this 
outstanding club. HRA’s mission is to help every North High 
student feel safe and connected to their school and community.

HRA includes three teams. The Human Relations Team 
promotes the six pillars of Character Counts. The Safe 
School Ambassadors Team focuses on reducing bullying and 
mistreatment and making students feel safe and connected. The 
Conflict Resolution Team uses peer mediation to help students 
resolve conflicts on campus.

All members of the HRA Club help lead school events. This includes 
Freshman Orientation, Freshman Diversity Retreats, Red Ribbon Week, 
Mental Health Awareness Week, and safe driving programs. HRA also hosts a 
weekly event called “The Family Room” where students can drop in at lunch 
to participate in games, have snacks, and meet new people. HRA is one of 54 
exciting student clubs at North High.

Our school also understands the importance of great teachers. Jay 
Estabrook, our North High teacher of AP environmental science and chemistry, 
was recently honored in Sacramento as a California Teacher of the Year finalist! 

Jay inspires all of his students to become enthusiastic about science. They 
take field trips to landfills, national parks, and water treatment facilities in 
order to deepen their understanding of important topics like invasive species, 
wastewater treatment, and new ways to utilize scarce resources.

Jay’s leadership extends across the district, state, and nation. Our North 
High Saxons are filled with pride at this great news. We want to extend our 
congratulations to Mr. Estabrook!

Dr. Ron  
Richardson

Principal

Magruder Middle School
4100 W. 185th St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4527 • magruder.tusd.org

School Renaissance
Magruder is proud to be an active member of the Josten’s 

Renaissance Program, an acclaimed educational enrichment 
program. This national education-focused program has been 
implemented to recognize and reward our students’ academic 
achievement, with the primary goals of maximizing student 
performance, increasing teacher enthusiasm and raising the level 
of community participation.

For the past three years, Magruder has planned and 
implemented our Renaissance Program to fit the specific needs 

of our campus. We’ve created numerous student opportunities based on 
the principles of performance, promotion and partnership. To highlight our 
students’ diligence, we have noted positive progress in grade-point averages, 
attendance, discipline and standardized test scores. Our target areas for this 
year are improving overall academic performance; creating a positive, safe 
school environment; and increasing parental engagement and involvement.

As part of this year’s program, student performance is recognized at four 
different levels: Gold Level: 3.80-4.00 GPA, Silver Level: 3.50-3.79 GPA, Bronze 
Level: 3.00--3.49 GPA, and Mustang Level GPA: improvement of .50.

As students continue 
to work hard to maintain 
the high standard they’ve 
set for themselves, each 
level of recognition brings 
with it specific teacher and 
schoolwide perks, including 
discounts to school dances, 
entry into raffle drawings 
for college and career gear, 
and front-of-the-line passes.

Chris Sheck
Principal

Appointment (562) 852-5242 • 225 Main Street, Seal Beach • www.TargetedHistoryTutoring.com

One-on-One or Groups

History Made Easy!
Museum-like setting makes learning history exciting.

World Geography • American History • World History • Government • Economics

Grades 4th – 12th • Public/Private Schools • Homeschoolers

• Improve note taking and 
study habits

• Analyze photographs, cartoons,
art and documents

Tutoring is 
Now Available 

via
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Richardson Middle School
23751 Nancy Lee Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4790 • richardsonmiddleschool.org

Glowing Review!
Richardson Middle School strives to provide a challenging 

and supportive academic environment for all students. Recently, 
RMS was recognized again for excellence in academics, teachers 
and school culture! The website Niche (https://k12.niche.com/
rankings/public-middle-schools/best-overall/s/california/), an 
online content curator that provides reviews, rankings, and 
insight to help make decisions, recently ranked RMS in the top 
100 out of roughly 1,500 California middle schools. RMS received 
an A grade for academics, teachers and school culture!

One component of the school’s efforts to provide an enriching academic 
environment is the RMS GATE program. GATE students have the opportunity 
to participate in a range of after-school workshops that include coding, 
filmmaking, robotics, judicial law, creative writing, snap circuits and light 
optics. Students have also had the opportunity to hear from industry experts 
such as Jet Propulsion Lab—NASA (JBL). In recent years, GATE students have 
also gone on study trips to the Experium Science Academy, iFLY Education, 
Catalina Island Maritime Institute and Astrocamp Outdoor Science School. 
In addition, RMS administrators Dr. Mabery and Mrs. Schenkelberg were 
presenters at the TUSD GATE Parent Conference in January. Their workshops 
were titled 21st Century Learning: Technology Your Student and You Can Use! 
and Fun with Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) at 
Home.

The success of the Richardson Middle School GATE program comes from 
the collective and collaborative efforts of teachers, administrators, parents and 
community.

Dr. Chad Mabery
Principal

Riviera Elementary
365 Paseo de Arena, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4460 • riviera.tusd.org

Family Fun
The Riviera Elementary School staff and extraordinary 

PTA work together to ensure that family events are scheduled 
monthly. We want our students to look forward to bringing their 
families to school to celebrate our learning community. Students 
know when their school community is valued by all stakeholders, 
and, since school is “a home away from home,” events that bring 
families together are our most popular!

In September, a Back-to-School Expo was held at El Retiro 
Park to kick off the school year. In November, International Fair 

celebrated all cultures with food samples, artifacts, crafts, and traditional 
dress on a Friday afternoon. In December, Riviera’s 120-member chorus and 
their families participated in Torrance’s annual Tree Lighting Ceremony at the 
Torrance Marriott. Our craft fair was held on a Saturday, and students made 
holiday crafts for gift giving. January’s family event was the Riviera Talent 
Show, which was held at South High School to accommodate all of our fans! 
February’s Stargazing Night was rained out and will be rescheduled for May, 
when families will enjoy a planetarium in the cafeteria and large telescopes on 
the blacktop. Riviera’s annual Science Fair was held in March, and projects from 
kindergarten through fifth-grade students filled the cafeteria.

In April, a Los Angeles Galaxy game night is planned at the Stubhub Center. 
Riviera and Richardson families will fill the stands! A beach cleanup event is 
planned on Earth Day; Riviera families will gather at Torrance Beach to pick up 
trash and beautify our local beach. In May, students can bring special guests to 
campus for Special Someone Lunch, and the whole school will eat a picnic-style 
lunch while enjoying live music.

Connecting families to our school with exciting enrichment events is time 
well spent.

Christie Forshey
Principal

Seaside Elementary
4651 Sharynne Lane, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4532 • seaside.tusd.org

A Garden Gift
Seaside Elementary School is pleased to announce that we 

have a new, beautiful student learning garden, thanks to Eagle 
Scout Christopher Brey. Chris spent over 200 hours and raised 
$2,340.71 to cover the costs, which included wood, pavers and 
incidental costs. The planning was extensive and included fund-
raising, cost calculation, planning, and changes that had to be 
made when he ran into unforeseen difficulty.

Chris organized 
33 volunteer 
workers, and a total 
of 375 hours were 
spent in support of 
the project. This 
is an amazing feat 
for a high school 
student. We are 
proud of him and 
so thankful for 
the much-needed 
renovation of the 
Seaside learning 
garden. Now the 
garden has fresh 
beds with all new 
dirt and pavers 
surrounding the 
entire garden.

Thank you, Chris!

Michele Bauer
Principal

Shery High School
2600 Vine St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4440 • shery.tusd.org

Tools for Achievement
With 14 virtues constituting the Pyramid of Success, we 

practice and review these virtues throughout the school year. 
Just like Inch and Miles, our goal is to help the students see what 
it takes to succeed. Our mission at Shery High is twofold: making 
sure that students earn the credits they need to achieve their 
diplomas and striving to empower all our students to realize they 
have the potential to achieve. Whether students decide to pursue 
a postsecondary education or join a vocation or trade school, 
because of Shery High, they have the tools they need to excel.

Over the years, we have expanded the options of our classes so that students 
have the opportunity to experience a variety of subject areas that may spark 
their interest. A particular program we are proud of and popular with our 
students is the Ceramics and Art program. The students love these classes 
and become skilled in a variety of areas, which can be seen in their wonderful 
projects. Other elective classes at Shery High include the Survival of Singles, 
Administration of Justice and a computer design course called LOGO.

We also have a number of students that take advantage of the SoCal 
ROC classes that are next door to our school. Students earn elective credits 
toward graduation while also receiving certificates in fields such as welding, 
automotive, medical assisting and personal training.

New to Shery is an online program called Odysseyware, which we utilize 
to offer even more courses such as Digital Arts, Civil and Vietnam War, and 
Personal and Family Living.

At Shery High, we strive to give all individuals the opportunities to achieve 
success and contribute in a positive way to society.

Jamie Jimenez
Principal

Eagle Scout Christopher Creates a New Garden for Seaside.
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Torrance Elementary
2125 Lincoln Ave., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4500 • torranceel.tusd.org

Heartwork
By Dr. Kelly Joseph and AnnaMarie Lesh

Success is about doing your best and becoming the best you 
can. Success is not about comparing yourself to others but rather 
focusing on what you can control—your effort. At Torrance 
Elementary School, we strive to give our students the tools that 
will lead them to success. We call this “Heartwork.”

Heartwork is based on John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success, 
a set of timeless virtues such as hard work, self-control and 
determination. John Wooden was a basketball coach for UCLA. 

His accomplishments include 10 national championships including seven in a 
row, 88 consecutive victories and 38 playoff wins. During his career at South 
Bend Central High School, he developed the principles that constitute the 
Pyramid of Success: a teaching model aimed at inspiring others to get the most 
out of their potential.

The students at Torrance Elementary School focus on one virtue each week. 
The teachers use the book, Inch and Miles, to illustrate each virtue’s meaning. 
The book, also authored by John Wooden, is about two characters, Inch and 
Miles, who search to learn what success really is. Along the way, they meet a 
delightful cast of characters, each of whom teaches one of the virtues. At the 
end of the journey, Inch and Miles learn that success is more than what they 
assumed.

Students are asked to either write or draw an explanation of how they 
meet the selected virtue at school as well as at home. Each teacher submits a 
student’s work sample to Dr. Joseph, who meets with the students.

With 14 virtues constituting the Pyramid of Success, we practice and review 
the virtues throughout the school year. Just like Inch and Miles, our goal is to 
help the students see what it takes to succeed.

Dr. Kelly Joseph
Principal

South High School
4801 Pacific Coast Highway, Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4352 • shs.tusd.org

Year of the Girl
South High School’s girls athletics has won its third CIF 

Championship of the year! After winning CIF Championships in 
the fall in volleyball and tennis, South’s girls’ basketball team won 
its first CIF Championship in school history.

After taking an early 11–4 lead against Colony High School 
at Azusa Pacific University, South trailed by 12 with under four 
minutes to go in the game. The girls were able to mount a furious  
 

comeback with an aggressive press. Trailing by three with 30 seconds 
remaining, South made a layup, and then stole the ball and hit a last shot 
with five seconds left. Then they stole the in-bound pass to seal the one-point 
victory, as fans and players erupted in jubilation.

Congratulations to Coach Bobby Imamura and all the girls for a thrilling, 
first championship for girls’ basketball! What will the spring season bring for 
the South High girls?Scott McDowell

Principal
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Towers Elementary
5600 Towers St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4535 • towers.tusd.org

International Day
Towers Elementary School recently hosted its annual 

International Day. Students visited over 15 booths decorated 
with authentic decor that represented countries from Russia to 
Mexico.

Our students immersed themselves in each country as they 
learned about the local food, clothing, culture, and music. An 
example of these fabulous activities was at the booth for Mexico, 
where our students were shown how to make flowers out of paper.

At the Japanese booth, students watched intently as the presenters folded 
origami animals. The China booth informed its visitors that the world’s oldest 
tea tree is more than 3,200 years in age, and is located in the southwest part of 
the country.

After visiting each booth, our students then had their passports stamped to 
help them remember all of the countries they had visited on their world travels. 
The student excitement and smiles were contagious.

Sandy Skora
Principal

Torrance High School
2200 W. Carson St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4396 • ths.tusd.org

College Bound!
Our diverse and multitalented students never cease to 

amaze us! One such student is senior Justin Kuo. In addition 
to maintaining an outstanding grade point average in rigorous 
courses, achieving the rank of Eagle Scout with additional silver 
and double-bronze Eagle palms, competing on the volleyball team 
and serving as captain of the Tartar Knights, Justin was recently 
the featured violinist in the symphony orchestra at El Camino 
College. The orchestra performed Felix Mendelssohn’s Violin 
Concerto in E Minor, Op. 64. Justin has been performing with the 

El Camino College Orchestra for four years. Colleges he has applied to include 
Stanford and MIT.

In February, Torrance High hosted its own lunchtime college fair.  
Mr. Elizondo, our new college and career counselor, invited schools from 
outside California to help our students broaden their college choices. Large 
universities like the University of Alabama, Washington State and Syracuse 
were featured along with smaller schools such as Hawaii Pacific and Northern 
Arizona. This was our inaugural event featuring our Student Ambassador 
Program. In this program, students are paired with less-familiar colleges 
to help promote their campuses at Torrance High. The ambassadors gain 
knowledge of schools that may be a good fit for them while also helping other 
Tartars discover other possible postsecondary options. Mr. Elizondo would like 
to thank our student ambassadors who gave their time and our faculty and staff 
who supported the event. We hope to turn this event into an annual affair.

Springtime is busy time for Tartar Athletics. Boys’ golf, boys’ volleyball, boys’ 
tennis, track, swimming, softball and baseball are all in season. Kendall Field 
will be the place to be this April to watch our baseball team defend its 2014 CIF 
championship.

Go Tartars!

Karim Girgis
Principal

Torrance Adult School
2606 W. 182nd St., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4689 ext. 8400 • www.tastusd.org

WASC Accreditation and Test Preparation
This fall the Western Association of Schools and Colleges 

evaluated Torrance Adult School. TAS was awarded a six-year 
accreditation status, which is an excellent rating for the TUSD.

All college-bound students may enroll in the SAT/ACT 
Princeton Review preparation courses, which will be hosted by 
the Levy and Hamilton Adult Centers. In addition, those 18-year-
old students who are referred by their high school counselors can 
enroll in a free online math class. This program uses software to 
personalize math instruction to fill in the gaps for students.

Students enrolled in the Microsoft Office or Intuit Quickbooks 
classes will receive an opportunity to earn professional certification when they 
pass the industry exam. Our students are completing adult education classes 
and passing the exams at an accelerated rate.

The Torrance 
Adult School is also a 
member of the South 
Bay Adult Education 
Consortium. This 
plan will include 
partnerships with 
El Camino College 
and local industry 
and employment 
agencies to help 
create job training 
and placements for 
South Bay students. 
Look for our insert in 
the Daily Breeze.

Dr. Wayne  
Diulio
Director

Test Prep at TAS.
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Victor Elementary
4820 Spencer St., Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4542 • victor.tusd.org

Good Sports
Three years ago, Victor Elementary School’s Noon Leagues 

were created to allow fourth- and fifth-grade students to 
participate in organized sports leagues during lunch time. 
Students have played dodgeball, soccer, and basketball. Not 
only is this a good outlet for students to learn new sports, but 
these activities offer them lessons in leadership, sportsmanship, 
and other life skills. All games are officiated by members of our 
student council, who do a fabulous job!

Students have learned to become both good winners and 
losers. At the end of each sport, the winning team gets a chance to take 
on the Victor staff in a championship game. The whole school comes out to 
watch, which strengthens school unity. More importantly, this opportunity 
allows teachers, staff members, and students to interact outside the classroom 
environment.

Since the inception of the leagues, Victor has seen a dramatic decrease in 
lunchtime behavioral referrals.

Bill Baker
Principal

West High School
20401 Victor, Torrance, CA 90503 • 310/533-4299

Ready for Spring
We can tell that it’s nearing spring here in Southern California 

because our winter activities are now in full swing.
Wrestling won its seventh league title in a row, and boys and 

girls soccer are league champions. All three teams moved ahead 
to the CIF playoffs, and as of late February the girls basketball 
and girls soccer teams are moving through the playoffs in search 
of a championship!

Another sign of spring is the musical presented by our West 
High Drama Department. This year’s show was titled Broadway, 
and it included lots of favorite songs. Performances ran 
throughout the end of March.

West High is thankful for everyone in the community who supports our 
many programs, and in so many ways. Two of our biggest fund-raising events 
take place in the spring. Our 2014 online silent auction raised nearly $10,000 for 
various projects around the campus and in the classrooms. This year our goal is 
$15,000, all of which will be used for classroom supplies.

The silent auction, held in March, will be followed up by a paper drive from 
April 20 through May 1. A local office supply store helps coordinate this event 
each year.

Our modernization planning is also now in full swing. Every site in the 
district will benefit greatly from the passage of Measures T and U. West High’s 
work under Measure Y will be done at the same time as Measures T and U. 
Our technology and safety will be greatly enhanced through this process, and 
we look forward to seeing our student productions in the new auditorium. 
Construction is scheduled to begin in September of 2016.

Pam Metz
Principal

Need to See
a Doctor Today?

The Torrance Memorial Physician Network
offers same day appointments for patients

needing a primary care physician.

Call now and schedule an appointment for today:

310-891-6717

Anthony J. Chen, M.D.
Primary Care

2900 Lomita Boulevard
Torrance

Mary Beth Miller, M.D.
Primary Care

3333 Skypark Drive, Suite 100
Torrance

Michael Yu, M.D.
Primary Care

3333 Skypark Drive, Suite 100
Torrance

Tiffany Trinh, M.D.
Internal Medicine

3701 Skypark Drive, Suite 100
Torrance

Offices located in Torrance and Manhattan Beach.
Appointments scheduled M-F 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

For more details visit
TMPhysicianNetwork.org/sameday
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Yukon Elementary
17815 Yukon Ave., Torrance, CA 90504 • 310/533-4477 • yukon.tusd.org

Read Across America
Read Across America is always a much anticipated event at 

Yukon. Our students don their red outfits and make their own 
Dr. Seuss hats. The event begins with a whole school assembly 
where we pledge to read prodigiously. The older students are 
then paired with the younger ones and all afternoon great books 
by Dr. Seuss are read aloud and enjoyed. A great love of reading 
is nurtured where one could only conclude that reading is a great 
way to spend your time.

This carries over to our whole school culture where our students strive to 
be in reading clubs that demonstrate how many books they have read by many 
great authors. They are acknowledged at monthly award assemblies for their 
efforts and any student who earns the 300 point club is rewarded with their 
name on a plaque that is displayed in our office. Reading is so tied to their 
success that making reading an important part of each student’s day is a goal 
that we continuously strive for here at Yukon. How much time you spend doing 
something is always an indicator of its importance so at Yukon we read a lot!Elaine Wassil

Principal

Walteria Elementary
24456 Madison St., Torrance, CA 90505 • 310/533-4487 • www.walteriaelementary.org

Behind the Scenes
Second trimester ended on March 6, 2015, and the remaining 

weeks of this school year are filled with activities and events that 
enhance our students’ elementary experience. That being said, 
it seems appropriate to take time to reflect on all the dedication 
and hard work that occurs to ensure we provide all students with 
a well-rounded learning environment.

Walteria Elementary School’s teachers are committed to 
helping and encouraging positive student achievement. What is 
not seen are the hours before and/or after school that teachers 

give to create positive learning experiences. Additionally, teachers attend 
trainings and bring the information back to share with their colleagues. They 
participate in a variety of adjunct duties, which directly impact the day-to-day 
business of educating our elementary youth.

The support staff at Walteria consists of certificated personnel who work 
here full time or from one to three days per week, classified staff who work 
directly with students under the direction of a teacher, and those who are here 
to make sure we are open for business, so-to-speak.

Finally, we have PTA, Walteria’s Academic Alliance (WAA), and parent 
volunteers, who make it possible for our students to have opportunities that 
extend their learning through technology, assemblies, field trips, art, and 
music, to name a few.

Does this make us different than other elementary schools? Not necessarily. 
However, I believe that taking time to acknowledge all of the people who make 
Walteria a great school is important. My heartfelt thanks to our staff and 
families for all you do to keep our students (your children) on a lifelong path of 
learning.

Bobbie Wynhoff
Principal

Wood Elementary
2250 W. 235th St., Torrance, CA 90501 • 310/533-4484 • wood.tusd.org

Multicultural Week
As part of multicultural week here at Wood School, our 

students recently participated in a number of activities that 
highlighted the rich cultural diversity of their community.

In one event, students were asked to identify their countries of 
origin by listing the specific languages spoken by their families. 
We concluded that this year there are at least 25 different 
languages spoken by our students and staff members!

We also recently had the children complete multicultural 
surveys about the meaning of their first or last names, as well 
as the traditional foods in their homes, the different ways to say 

“hello” in at least 3 different languages, etc. Some of these survey results were 
then shared with the entire school during our flag assembly.

We ended this special week by asking our students to create “Heritage 
Dolls” that represented their family backgrounds. We plan to hang them in the 
cafeteria for everyone to enjoy.

Dr. Teresa 
Lanphere
Principal
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Summer Program

Sepulveda Blvd.

230th St.
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Southbay No. 1 Afterschool Education Center

IQ Honors Class
– AMC 8 Preparation

(American Mathematics 
Competition) 

– Common Core 
Preparation

– Qualifications:
 4th grade and up
Entrance examination
Monthly evaluation test

Growth

Quality

Excellence

Fun

310.373.9193

Tutoring For Grades K-12

Class size is limited. Call now to schedule your appointment.

22750 Hawthorne Blvd. Ste.101-A, Torrance, CA 90505
www.facebook.com/iqtutorialcenter

IQ Offers...
- Language Art

- Reading Comprehension

- Mathematics

- Typing Class

- Current Event

- Creative Writing Class

- Library Tour

- Debate & Speech

Enjoy Math Class
EMC is highly specialized 

only for math.
With our very unique 

approach to instruction, we 
have lots of experience in 
math. Trust Us!

• Elementary Math
• Pre-Alg., Alg. I, Alg. II
• Geometry
• Pre-Calc., Calculus
• College Math & Physics

H
aw

th
o
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e 

B
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d
.

한국어 상담 가능

PERFORMING ARTS WORKSHOPS

  www.PerformingArtsWorkshops.com
In: Redondo, Costa Mesa, El Segundo, Manhattan Beach
Brentwood, West LA, Studio City, Chatsworth, Pasadena

Camps for ages 5-15

Voted the  in LA!   BEST CAMP

(310) 827-8827

THEATER    GUITAR    MAGIC    FILMMAKING. . .
STAGE F/X MAKEUP    ROCK THE MIC    MORE. .

Ask About PAW 
Discounts and Sign-up Specials :)

Charlie, Lucy & the GangCharlie, Lucy & the Gang

Into The WoodsInto The Woods

Peter PanPeter Pan

RapunzelRapunzel

CinderellaCinderella
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Guitar, Piano, Voice, 
Bass, Drums

Also: Ukulele, Banjo, Mandolin

Nominated Best LA Band ‘96 
Best Guitar ‘97 LA Music Awards

www.peacelandmusic.com 
peaceland@peacelandmusic.com

23706 Crenshaw #105 A&B, Torrance, CA 
(across from Hof’s Hut)

James MusserJames Musser

All Ages, Levels & Styles
Days, Evening & Weekends

Visit us on: MySpace.com/PeacelandMusic • YouTube.com/PeacelandMusic

Whole Health Everyday 
Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left  
and that word you email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com 

(Please put Torrance in the subject line)

Rules!

Entries must be received by May 15, 2015
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

ALKALINE
ALMONDS
APPLES
CARROTS
CHICKEN
FIBER
FRUITS

HEALTH
HUMMUS
KALE
LEMONS
MINERALS
NATURAL
NOURISH

NUTS
PROTEIN
SALMON
SEEDS
VEGETABLES
VITAMINS
WATER

Congratulations to Margie Day
Winner of the last issue Word Search Contest!
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Summer Camp 2015
Boys & Girls • 7 - 13 years
Monday – Friday • 9:00am - 3:00pm

Location: Spectrum Club (Clippers Court)
2250 Park Place
El Segundo, CA 90245
(310) 643-6878

Cost: $299 per session
$550 for both
$60 per day

Discount: $25 early registration discount
(June 1, 2015)
$25 second sibling

Session 1: July 13 – 17 • Session 2: August 10 – 14

Session 1: July 13 – 17 • Session 2: August 10 – 14Former Los Angeles
Clippers practice facility
State of the art facility
Air conditioned
Nationally accredited coaches

10 - 1 ratio (player - coach)
Indoor heated pool
Guest speakers
Guaranteed to increase 
your basketball IQ

Camp features:

Contact:  coach@schoolofskills.net • (800) 595-0838

To Register:
Download 

Registration at:
www.schoolofskills.net

(for daily schedule)

         Piano  
        Instruction   
         All styles of music 
      Kindergarten to adult   
  Torrance studio with easy  
  access to major streets  

Bob Bommarito 

 310-329-5474 
 bommaritomusic.com       
 
 
 
 

Bob Bommarito

bommaritomusic.com

F U N



18  www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Call 866-909 DOCS
or visit california.providence.org/pmi 
to learn about our pediatricians and 
office locations

Keeping your child happy and healthy can be challenging when cold 
and �u season comes around. It’s hard to see your child not feeling 
well. So when home remedies or over-the-counter medications aren’t 
enough, look to Providence Medical Institute. Our pediatricians have 
been helping South Bay kids and their families bounce back from 
seasonal bugs and stay healthy for many years.

We’re here when your child needs personal attention to help them
feel better. It’s how we care.

Flu season is here.
Choose Providence when 
your family needs care.

california.providence.org/pmi                           1-866-909-DOCS (3627)                  @ProvidenceSoCal

HAWTHORNE • MANHATTAN BEACH • REDONDO BEACH • SAN PEDRO
TORRANCE • WESTCHESTER • WINDSOR HILLS

PROUDLY SERVING SEVEN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMUNITIES

The Summer program is designed to introduce new players to a wonderful volleyball experience, and build the skills 
of Intermediate players to be ready to compete at the next level. Advanced 14 & Under & High School Indoor Clinics, 
and beach programs are also available.

Financial Assistance Available for children/players with fi nancial needs
Applications, Directions or more info? Please connect to

BeachCitiesVBC.com or call 310-546-9150

• Great Student to Coach Ratio: Usually six to one or better
• Campers placed in groups of similar age & experience
• Priorities: Have Fun, Build Volleyball Skills, Have fun!
• Coaches: Strong role models and strong volleyball coaches

• Ten week-long Beginning Camps (age 7 & up) for those starting up
• Ten Intermediate Camps (age 11 – 16) for those with some experience
• Week-long Camps are 8:30 am to 4 pm, including lunch – $450
• Week-long half day camps are 8:30 to 11:30 am or 1 to 4 pm – $250

Locations/Dates
• Week 1: July 13th – 17th: American Martyrs Gym, 
1701 Laurel Ave., Manhattan Beach

• Week 2: July 20th – 24th: LA Galaxy Soccer City, 
540 Maple Ave., Torrance

• Week 3: July 27th – 31st: Oak Street Gym, 
1780 Oak St., Torrance

• Week 4: August 3rd – 7th: 
• Christ Lutheran School Gym, 28850 Western Ave., RPV,
• Westside Neighborhood School Gym,
5401 Beethoven St., Playa Vista

• American Martyrs Gym, 1701 Laurel Ave., Manhattan Beach
• Week 5: August 10th – 14th: LA Galaxy Soccer City,
540 Maple Ave., Torrance

Please sign up for the location most convenient for you

The Mission Statement of Beach Cities Volleyball is to “teach life skills and volleyball skills to young people from 7 to 18.”
Beach Cities Volleyball Club is a non-profi t 501(c) (3) corporation in good standing with the Internal Revenue Service & California Franchise Tax Board. 

All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Federal I.D. #91-2163900

One coupon per student

South Bay
Driving School

Proud Sponsor of
Your School for
Over 20 Years!

Online and Classroom 
Available

(310) 791-1111
3614 Pacific Coast Hwy. • Torrance, CA 90505

Southbaydriving.com

Note-ables

Shades of Shel
When I taught, poetry was a staple. We investigated the 

imagery in works by Jack Prelutsky, learned language usage 
through Lewis Carroll’s “Jabberwocky,” and snapped our fingers 
and sipped demitasse-size paper cups of juice while we read our 
own creations at Karp Café. I wore a beret and played bongo drums.

While racking my brain and bookshelves for a recommendation 
for National Poetry Month, I kept going back to Shel Silverstein. 
Even if pretty much everyone knows who he is through The 
Giving Tree or “A Boy Named Sue”—did you know that he wrote 

that?—and has read at least one poem, his poetry books Where the Sidewalk 
Ends, Falling Up and A Light in the Attic will make it clear why they’re 
considered classics. They’re satisfying, masterfully crafted, and both hilarious 
and poignant. Some poems appeal to a childlike irreverence—“Captain Hook 
must remember not to scratch his toes. Captain Hook must watch out and never 
pick his nose” (“Captain Hook”); some give a chuckle to common fears—“I’m 
Reginald Clark, I’m afraid of the dark, so please do not close this book on me” 
(“Afraid of the Dark”); and there are jewels that show the poet’s wisdom and 
what he’s trying to communicate to young psyches: “Donald heard a mermaid 
sing, Susy spied an elf. But all the magic I have known, I’ve had to make myself” 
(“Magic”).

If you have to choose one book for National Poetry Month, pick three.  
Shel Silverstein’s poetry books are thankfully not hard to find.

Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

Kate Karp

The Value of Camp for Every Child

What happens when you make the decision to choose a camp?
You open up a world of discovery and learning for your child,

a world that values children for who they are and who they will become.

Camp gives each child a world of good.
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