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opportunity Knocks 
with Sage Creek’s 
Stem program

There’s good news 
on the horizon! The 
U.S. Department of 
Labor has projected 
2.4 million job 
openings in the STEM 
(Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Math) fields through 
the year 2018. This is a remarkable 
opportunity for our students, who 
for the last five years have left our 
K-12 educational system facing the 
bleakest job market since the Great 
Depression.

As a growing economic force, 
STEM education is a hot topic in 
Carlsbad and beyond. Not only do 
STEM-related careers pay more, 
they supply our local and regional 
economy with the talent employers 
are asking us to provide. To that 
end, the Carlsbad Unified School 
District is working to place greater 
emphasis around the subject 

Suzette  
lovely

Jennifer thirkell, Health technician, Hope principal, richard tubbs  
and Jennifer Caraglior, Instructional assistant.
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From the District
Carlsbad Employees do outstanding work every 

day but occasionally they perform miracles.
On Tuesday, December 18, 2012, an eleven-year-

old student at Hope Elementary school suffered 
cardiac arrest. As a result of the swift response 
of the school staff, and the use of an automated 
external defibrillator (AED), our student survived 
the ordeal, continues to recover.

After Lead custodian, Catherine Torres noticed 
the student face down on the pavement and alerted 
Principal Richard Tubbs, Health Technician 
Jennifer Thirkell administered CPR and Jennifer 
Caraglior, grabbed the AED from our front office 
wall mount.

Ms Caraglior opened the AED unit and Mrs. 
Thirkell applied the AED sensor pads to Estella’s 
chest. The AED unit automatically diagnosed the 
heart rhythm and delivered the life-saving shock. 
Chest compression were continued by Mrs. Thirkell 
and artificial respiration delivered by Mr. Tubbs 
for an additional 2:38 seconds until the Carlsbad 
Paramedics arrived at 9:47 AM.

The student regained spontaneous circulation 
prior to being transported by ambulance.

The Board, Superintendent, staff and the entire 
Carlsbad community are grateful to Mr. Tubbs, 
Mrs. Thirkell, Ms. Calaglior, and the entire Hope 
Elementary staff. 

Mr. Tubbs said, “I would like to acknowledge the Blaylock 
family, Kim, Michele and Bella, who were instrumental in the 
placement of the AED’s in each of our schools in 2003.”

Thirkell, Tubbs and Caraglior were honored as Good 
Samaritans by the Carlsbad Fire Department for their fast action, 
including use of CPR and an onsite AED. 

In 2003, Carlsbad Unified was the first district in California to have 
the AED machines installed at all schools and the District Office.See Superintendent • Page 10

you’re not Just a number
Francisco C. Rodriguez, Ph.D.
Superintendent/President MiraCosta College

There are a lot of things that Caitlin Clark likes 
about MiraCosta College. The money she’s saving 
in tuition when compared to a four-year college, for 
example. That she’s not one of hundreds of students 
crammed into a lecture hall is right up there, too. And 
then there’s the small-town, welcoming atmosphere.

But it’s the college’s attention to student success 
that has Clark convinced she made the right move 
coming to MiraCosta College before enrolling in a 
university.

“The services they offer here, everything from 
tutoring to resume workshops, are free,” the Carlsbad 
High School graduate said.

At MiraCosta College, the small class sizes, free 
tutoring in nearly every subject and commitment to 
academic achievement means the focus remains on you.

“I’ve been at eight different institutions in my 36-
year career and MiraCosta is by far the ‘Number 1’ 

student-oriented place as far as having support services 
available,” said Dr. Edward Pohlert, the college’s faculty director 
of retention services who serves as the lead of the Tutoring and 
Academic Support Center.

Among the services are facilitated group learning sessions 
comprising from four to 12 students that are tied to specific 
classes such as biology, math and chemistry, “the sort of classes 
that students can struggle with,” Dr. Pohlert said.

There are also the college’s Student Success Workshops, 
which cover everything from library research to stress 
management, along with online tutoring sessions in subjects 
ranging from accounting to web development. And MiraCosta 
offers a number of drop-in sessions for biology, chemistry and 
math, “if you just need quick help, 10 or 15 minutes, which fits 
students well because not everyone has 50 minutes for a full 
tutoring session,” Dr. Pohlert said.

The college’s First Year Experience is a program that helps 
students taking pre-transfer level classes. And Puente is a 

Caitlin Clark See MiraCoSta College • Page 10
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The Encinitas Learning Center 

The Encinitas Learning Center is proud to be partnering
with Dr. Jay R. Lucker, Ed.D., CCC-A/SLP, FAAA.

Dr. Lucker has developed a unique approach to Auditory Processing
Disorders (APD) that he has utilized and modified over the past 30 years.
This approach integrates: 

Auditory   •  Language   •  Cognitive   •  Emotional factors 
and focuses on total test results and record review to determine how
and why your child is having difficulty learning.

One Student: One Teacher
For Students Who Experience

Significant Learning Challenges

Checklist of Behaviors
Seen In Children with APD

� Listening (noticed for a period of time)

� Mishearing/discrimination problems

� Problems following directions

� Problems attending to oral messages

� Distracted by background noises

� Poor organization of verbal material

� Oral and written expression problems

� Remembering what they hear

� Learning to read

If your child has any difficulty 
reading or with comprehension, 

there may be a problem 
with auditory processing.

Encinitas Learning Center
offers complimentary 

screenings to help 
identify students who 

are struggling with APD.

“THINK FASTER TO LEARN MORE”

 

Since our last issue in November, 
much has happened including the 
calendar turned over to a new year. 
As adults know, the years go by all 
too fast and technology is moving 
just as quickly. Fortunately, the 
CUSD is keeping pace and the 
students are prepared for their bright 
futures. Superintendent Lovely’s 
article is fascinating and encouraging 
for the future of our children.

On a lighter note, be sure to enter 
our contest on page 10. 
Here is Dr. Seuss’ hat and 
you need to enter “page 2” 
as the contest answer.
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City of Carlsbad
1200 Carlsbad Village Dr., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/434-2830 • www.carlsbad.gov

planning for tomorrow’s needs today
If you could create the perfect park, what would it look like? Where 

would it be located? Would it be a large park with sports fields and 
a community center or a smaller, quiet park that invites relaxation 
and quiet contemplation? Do we need more dog parks and skate 
parks? What if you were in charge of designing the city’s recreation 
programs? Would you add more extreme sports?  More programs for 
teens? What about classes tailored to the growing 50-plus population?

These are the questions we’ll be asking over the coming 
months as the city embarks on a needs assessment process and 

creates an updated comprehensive plan to meet the community’s 
future parks and recreation needs.

Carlsbad is an active community that places a high value on 
enjoying a healthy, outdoor lifestyle and strong social connections. As a result, 
the City of Carlsbad’s parks and recreation system is integral to our sense of 
community, health and quality of life.

According to a recent survey, 95 percent of Carlsbad residents are happy 
with city parks, and 85 percent are satisfied with the recreation programs 
we provide. These numbers are no accident. Over the past several decades 
as the city has grown, we have made it a priority to get community input on 
what kinds of parks and recreation services were important. We also built 
requirements into our award winning growth management plan to ensure that 
parks and community services keep pace with our increasing population.

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, the City of Carlsbad chose to focus on 
providing large, multi-use community parks rather than smaller neighborhood 
parks. The thinking at the time was that larger community parks, which 
incorporate a balance of both active and passive recreational amenities, would 
better meet the community’s needs and be more cost efficient to operate and 
maintain.

Kristina
ray

Communications 
Manager

Check Out CEF’s New Homework Assistance Program
First in the lineup of our new After-School Enrichment Classes

• Expertly taught by credentialed  
 teachers in a small group setting
•	Conveniently	offered	after	school
• Safely operated on your campus
• Starting February 19 – 21
• For students in grades 1st – 5th
• Financial aid available

Credentialed teachers will assist your 
child with homework and improve 
their study skills. And each class will 
have no more than 12 students.

1 day a week x 6 weeks = $72 • 2 days a week x 6 weeks = $144

For complete details and a copy of the registration form, please go to:
www.CarlsbadEd.org

For more information contact CEF at (760) 929-1555

To check out all of CEF’s summer programs, 
please visit: www.CEFAcademy.org Starting March 1st!

See City of CarlSbad • Page 10
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Aviara Oaks Middle School (6–8)
6880 Ambrosia Ln., Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6100 • www.aoms.schoolloop.com

preparing Students for Success
Writing, inquiry, collaboration, and reading are the four 

pillars of Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID). 
The Carlsbad Unified School District offers AVID as a class at the 
middle and high school levels.

Aviara Oaks Middle School (AOMS) has a long tradition of 
providing AVID for students. AVID is more than a class; it is an 
attitude and a perspective. The AVID team at AOMS includes 
three teachers trained in AVID methods. In addition, a robust 
advisory team of trained administrators and teachers from all 
subject areas support the AVID program. The current AVID 

coordinator and teacher is our school’s academic counselor, Ron Cordell.
This year AVID at AOMS further expanded support to all 1,200 students 

through Questions Lab 2.0. Academic support services are available on 
Mondays and Tuesdays in the school’s computer lab and on-line until 9 p.m. 
daily to all students. AOMS is extremely proud of this revolutionary offering. 
AVID is dedicated to helping students succeed in the current academic 
environment and preparing them for success in an undefined future.

Our AVID class is an academic elective. Students may sign up each spring 
during the course selection process. Two days each week, students work 
together in academic tutorial teams. These tutorial teams form a collaboration 
workshop model, where students prepare questions and use resources such 
as textbooks and notes to find answers. Regular grade and binder checks 
help students stay organized. AVID students also have structured time for 
supervised and supported academic study times in other subject areas. AVID 
has also introduced a strong technology component, which is geared toward 
preparing students for future educational environments by making use of 
an expanded suite of technologies. This is a very exciting time for our AVID 
students, who are on the cutting edge of new technologies to make learning 
even more accessible.

AVID students take field trips each year to local universities for campus 
tours and previews of college life. In the past two school years, AVID students 
have visited California State University San Marcos, University of California San 
Diego, and Point Loma Nazarene University. AVID students also attend talks by 
guest speakers, including Dr. Lovely, Superintendent of the Carlsbad Unified 
School District. Another featured guest speaker was Rick Hauck, a retired space 
shuttle commander. Rick Hauck was the first commander to take a crew back 
into space following the disaster of the Space Shuttle Challenger. Rick Hauck 
is also the proud father of our very own teacher and former AVID coordinator, 
Whitney Hauck-Wood.

AOMS is proud to offer a variety of elective classes, including AVID, to help 
students become well rounded and successful.

megan
Coelho
Principal

aVID fieldtrip to point loma nazarene University.

Aviara Oaks Elementary (K–5)
6900 Ambrosia Way, Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6000 • www.aoes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

Character education is Key
Building a good learning community on an elementary 

school campus, and basing it on a strong academic foundation, 
depends much upon the climate and “attitude” of the members 
of that group of students, staff members and parents. Aviara 
Oaks offers many events and activities that can help build strong 
relationships, focus on mutual respect and understanding, 
and create positive partnerships throughout the school and 
community. 

For instance, the first Friday of each month is “Coffee with 
Mrs. Harden” day. It is an opportunity for our parents to learn 

about and discuss school programs, or share ideas and questions about 
problems or improvements, and all in a relaxed and informal setting.

These meetings are open to anyone and the agendas are set by those in 
attendance. Topics range from discussions about recent district construction 
projects and questions on classroom instructional programs, to concerns about 
the day-to-day routines of parking lot and campus security. Mrs. Harden also 
shares information regarding new legislation as well as current district news 
and events.

behavior Focus
Character education has become an important area of emphasis here at AOE, 

and our regular instruction reinforces the monthly character “traits” that are 
being implemented throughout the district. We believe that not only should 
students learn and understand such traits as respect, integrity, caring, and 
perseverance, they should also be able to apply them in a variety of learning 
opportunities. 

The Student Council has become an integral part of this focus. They 
organized a toy drive in December for Rady Children’s Hospital as an example 
of caring. They also created some lunchtime activities for The Great Kindness 
Challenge in January. This was a week that was devoted to performing as 
many acts of kindness as possible in the hope that it would inspire a lifelong 
commitment to service and kindness. Carlsbad High School’s Champion 
Lancers even visited our campus during this week to share their leadership 
skills and some extra time with our third-graders.

The regular Monday morning 
announcements also include a discussion 
of our chosen character trait, and leave the 
students with thoughts and a behavior focus 
for the week. When an individual student 
gets recognized for exhibiting a trait they 
are rewarded with “Caught Being Good” 
slips.

Aviara Oaks believes in the power of the 
home and school partnership, and the ultimate 
success of our students, as we work together to 
build behavior that is positive and productive.

leslie
Harden
Principal

Student Council members show they care at rady Children’s Hospital toy drive

CHS Champion lancers talk kindness  
at a third grade assembly
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Calavera Hills
4104 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008

January is math madness month
Calavera Hills elementary and middle schools are both 

working to increase student achievement in the area of math. 
In order to kick-start our students in the new year, we are 
celebrating our very first Math Madness Month!

CHMS students were invited to Math Madness Month by their 
math teachers and Mr. Van Waggoner, the math support teacher 
at Calavera Hills Middle. The following information was shared 
with students in the student newsletter, sent home in a recording 
by Assistant Principal La Breche and reviewed by Principal 
Huesing in the Middle School Community Assembly. It will be 

featured in the weekly broadcasting 
presentation on Friday afternoons.

“Make sure you know your 
multiplication, division, fraction and 
exponent facts! It is imperative that 
you understand and master the basic 
facts so you can succeed in the more 
challenging aspects of middle school 
mathematics.

“Math-fact fluency means knowing 
a math fact automatically. You should 
know the answer within one second, 
very much like you know sight words 
without thinking about them. By 
knowing facts fluently, you free up 
memory to work on more difficult steps 

and tasks. Study and 
look for patterns in 
your multiplication 
chart. Practice fact 
fluency using a 
variety of techniques. 
Download math apps 
on your smart phone. 
Test your friends. 
Look for math fact 
posters on the walls 
and chalk art in the 
walkways at CHMS! 
Be Math-o-Matic!” 

—Mr. Van Waggoner
Once students demonstrate mastery of their math facts, they are encouraged 

to create videos to help others memorize their math facts. Here is a link to one 
such helpful video: http://animoto.com/play/cIGbUgOXuPHaXpc3vzCDyg.

Kimberly
Huesing
Principal

Elementary (K–6)
760/331-6300 • www.ches.schoolloop.com

Middle School (6–8)
760/331-6400 • www.calavera.schoolloop.com

Buena Vista Elementary (K–6)
1330 Buena Vista Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5400 • www.buenavista.schoolloop.com

ipad technology Continues
While BV recovers from the negative impact of the recent 

theft of 36 iPads, we are still planning for a future of one-to-one 
connectivity.

As of late February our iPads are now at a 3:1 device/student 
ratio, and our teachers are sharing Learning Labs across their 
grade-level teams as well. Learning Labs are rolling carts of  
30 iPads and a Macbook Pro that can upload and sync computer 
data. Each team also has a dedicated Learning Lab cart that 
holds specific “apps” to help them meet the needs of their grade-
level students.

For instance, in the K-1 grades many of the iPad apps are focused on the 
basic one-to-one correspondence of numbers, letter/sound relationships, or 
simple addition and subtraction. In the upper grades the apps are focused more 
towards vocabulary development, grade-level spelling and research.

The students in Mr. Little’s class are now engaged in uploading the products 
that they have created on their iPads to an online storage space called 
Posterous. Here they can view each other’s efforts and even work together on 
revisions.

embracing technology
Most of our school’s 

K-5 staff members have 
selected to attend a 
monthly district iPad 
training session that will 
help them to increase 
their knowledge of this 
amazing tool. They 
learn a variety of tricks 
and strategies at these 
sessions that are then 
shared among the other 
staff members and 
students.

Six teachers have already created professional development projects as part 
of their evaluation. This includes the identification of apps that meet specific 
learning needs; the use of the Pages app for writing third-grade animal reports; 
iPad and Smartboard lessons correlated with grade-level standards; and online 
storage of student work samples and projects.

While the recent theft may have knocked the proverbial chair out from under 
us, we have landed on our feet and will keep moving in the right direction. 
There is no stopping us now in our desire to support our Dolphins as they grow 
up in this increasingly technology-dependent society.

tina
Howard
Principal

Students using ipads at buena Vista

Please see our ad 
on page 11.
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Carlsbad High School (9–12)
3557 Lancer Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5100 • www.carlsbadhs.schoolloop.com

teamwork in many Forms
By Scott De Taboad, Senior

The Lancers recently finished their fall finals and took a 
much-needed weekend break before starting another semester. 
The last few months have seen programs get off the ground, some 
great competition on the field and court, and many students 
honored with prestigious awards. We look forward to an equally 
impressive second semester at Carlsbad High School.

As a beloved staff member and legend of CHS, Tom (TR) 
Robertson, prepares to retire, a new teacher will take on the 

responsibilities of the Associated Student Body. Stephanie Nasser has already 
begun her transition into her future role as ASB director and in doing so 
has started a new leadership program called PLUS. Since the beginning of 
December, PLUS, or Peer Leaders Uniting Students, has gathered roughly 
30 students from various teams, clubs and social groups on campus to help 
discover problems CHS students experience at school and create plans to solve 
those issues. The PLUS leaders focus on creating a safe and caring learning 
environment throughout the school year. Susan Penrod will take over the 
group and expand its service to the school and community through on-campus 
tutoring, support at freshman orientation, and mentoring at the local middle 
schools in addition to the multiple forums offered throughout the year at the 
high school.

As winter sports begin to hit their stride, the boys’ varsity soccer team has 
had a very successful start to their season. Coached by Spanish teacher Jeff 
Riccitelli, the team has reached new heights, winning various tournaments 
throughout the preseason and making a name for itself as one of the top teams 
in the state. Having lost only two games while earning a high rank at the 
beginning of the season, the team is a serious contender for the title of CIF and 
possibly state champions. Students and faculty are excited to watch the team 
play and follow their season as they continue their winning streak.

Students of note
Three students with a love for music, Brock Stuessi, Allyson Choi and Ashley 

Wang, have been accepted into the All-Southern and All-State Band and 
Orchestras. A bass, a violin and a flute player respectively, Brock, Allyson and 
Ashley are outstanding student musicians. The groups consist of high school 
musicians from all over the state who participate in band or orchestra and 
were selected from a pool of more than 1,600 applicants. Here at Carlsbad High 
School, we’re proud to see these three incredible students recognized for their 
hard work and dedication in doing the things they love.

A yearly tradition for many Carlsbad residents, the Mitchell Thorp Walkathon 
took place in February. The walkathon occurs annually to raise money in 
support of families with children who have life-threatening illnesses. Members 
of the Carlsbad community help raise money in support of these children and 
their families in times of need. The walkathon is put on by the Mitchell Thorp 
Foundation, a nonprofit organization started here in Carlsbad, and gives hope, 
support and financial aid to families when they need it most.

Both the Carlsbad High School cheer program and Lancer Dancers have 
prepared for and are ready to enter their competitive seasons. In their past two 
tournaments, the CHS varsity cheer team has placed first and hopes to continue 
doing so in future tournaments. Having won a national dance tournament for 
the past two years, the Lancer Dancers are looking to “three-peat” as they get 
ready for nationals in the coming weeks. Both teams continue doing well, and 
the Carlsbad High School staff and student body are proud to know members of 
these teams that call themselves Lancers.

matthew
Steitz

Principal

Hope Elementary (K–6)
3010 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5900 • www.hope.schoolloop.com

a lifelong Dream
Our Hope Elementary School Hawk community continues 

to grow each year, and we are at capacity with 48 new students 
added to our rosters this year alone. With all the new students, 
we have added a few new staff members, and we welcome Mrs. 
Lyon to our second-grade team. Read on to find out more about 
Mrs. Lyon’s path to becoming a teacher in her own words:

“Although I became a teacher later than most, my desire to 
become one dates back to when I was just seven years old. I 
was completely enchanted with my second-grade teacher and 
wanted to be just like her. Unfortunately life’s circumstances 

did not take me on a direct path to my childhood dream. It wasn’t until I was 
32 that I put myself through school while working close to full time. On my 
38th birthday, my dream of becoming a teacher became a reality as 31 students 

walked through my classroom door. I 
will never forget that moment of awe as 
they entered the room. In those early 
years, I attended every professional 
growth opportunity I could to enhance 
and strengthen my teaching. To this 
day, I jump at the opportunity to learn 
something new.

I have worked in three districts and 
six different schools, teaching grades 
K–6. While some people cringe at 
change, I embrace it as an opportunity 
to learn from others and become a 
better teacher in the process. Over the 
years, I have written grants and have 
been awarded science materials, art 
supplies, physical education equipment, 
language arts materials, a Smart 
Board, microscopes, and a document 
camera. I’ve been a presenter for parent 
nights and teacher seminars, served 
as the Carlsbad Unified School District 
(CUSD) fifth-grade facilitator for two 
years, received my Gifted And Talented 
Education (GATE) certification and 
been a GATE liaison, been nominated 
for the Disney Outstanding Teacher 
Award, received an Exemplary 
Technology Instruction award from 
CUSD, and received recognition in the 

Outstanding Educational Program 
area of Best Innovative Program 
for the Living Library. In addition 
to my teaching, I also served as a 
Teacher on Special Assignment 
for two years at Buena Vista 
Elementary School in the capacity 
of curriculum coach, incorporating 
differentiation, active participation, 
student engagement, and the 6+1 
Writing Trait program.

Today I am back in the 
classroom, happily teaching second 
grade at Hope. Not only does Hope 
feel like home, teaching second 
grade brings back memories of a 
little girl looking up to her teacher 
and knowing that someday, 
somehow, she too would be a 
teacher.

richard
tubbs

Principal

the entire 2nd grade team is  
thrilled to work with mrs. lyon.

mrs. lyon loves joining the fun with students  
on Spirit Days such as Crazy Hair Day.

new 2nd grade team member, Syndi lyon.

Please see our ad 
on the back cover.
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Students utilizing the scientific method  
for better understanding of the local watersheds.

Jefferson Elementary (K–5)
3743 Jefferson St., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5500 • www.jefferson.schoolloop.com

our ocean-going Students
The Jefferson fifth-grade students have been very lucky each 

year to be able to participate in the Ocean Institute’s watershed 
project.

As the Institute itself says, “This integrated-discipline 
program is designed to bring students in communities 
throughout Southern California to the Ocean Institute to explore 
the science of watersheds. Students learn about internal systems, 
water quality, hydrologic cycles, the Earth’s water supply, 
nutrient cycles, biological assessments, ecological integrity, and 
research techniques. Join us for an exploration into watershed 
science in our labs and out at sea!”

A trip to the Institute 
is not simply a one-
and-done field trip. It 
is a year-long process 
in which our students 
can go from macro to 
micro and back. During 
the trip they receive an 
overview of the project 
as well as details about 
watersheds. They are 
then given the task to 
go and work within the 
local watersheds that 
surround our school and 
community. This focus 
brings relevance to their 
project.

The students develop 
good scientific skills as a result of both the field trip and the ongoing class 
project. They collect water samples to test for pH, nitrates, phosphates coliform 
bacteria, and dissolved oxygen. They also test for changes in water based on 
rainfall and liter.

From research to action
Later this month our students will be returning to the Institute to present 

their findings. This will take place during the group’s Watershed Conference 
for Kids. Jefferson has participated in this event for the last six years, and is 
currently the only San Diego area school that does.

As an International 
Baccalaureate School, 
our fifth-graders must 
learn to complete 
this final project and 
present it at the year-
end exhibition. The 
research, testing, 
collaboration among 
peers, and hands-on 
learning effort proves 
valuable to them. But 
the end result of this 
effort must go beyond 
research and testing 
and into action. So 
during the exhibition 
our students will be 

putting their projects into motion through literature, mechanical devices, 
documentaries, etc. Creativity, design and aesthetics are always encouraged.

Their findings will also be presented at Jefferson on May 30.

Chad
lund

Principal

Students ready to share their findings  
at the kids watershed conference

Kelly Elementary (K–5)
4885 Kelly Dr., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5800 • www.kelly.schoolloop.com

College, Career, and life readiness
You can teach a student a lesson for a day, but if you can 

teach him to learn by creating curiosity, he will continue the 
learning process as long as he lives.  –Clay P. Bedford

The good news…it’s NOT all about filling in a bubble, sitting 
in a straight row for 7.5 hours at a time, sitting perfectly silent, 
and simply copying information off of a green board that a teacher 
standing in front writes on in chalk! The times they are a changing!

The truth is we don’t know what the questions will be in the 
future when our students graduate from high school. We don’t 
know what careers will be available. But we do know that the 

answers are available at the click of a button and the point of the fingertip!
At Kelly Elementary School, we have always been and will continue to be 

invested in the idea that children are whole beings who need to think, laugh, 
play, investigate, and “go and find out!” We celebrate that we have artists, 
musicians, athletes, mathematicians, writers, environmentalists, and others who 
pursue the passions that lay within themselves! Our task is to help them uncover 
their gifts, teach them how to find the answers to the questions, and celebrate 
their uniqueness and the wonderful talents they have to share with the world!

Thanks to our strong team of parent volunteers who help us to find the 
resources, we continue to provide our students with art, music, an incredibly 
beautiful Secret Garden, and physical education classes, to name only a few.

Our teachers go the extra mile to create teams such as Peacekeepers, 
Greenkeepers, student council, hands-on science lab, and Paw Pads, a 
technology team using electronic tablets! We have further incorporated 
technology onto our campus with the investment in close to 100 iPads, enough 
to share, set up learning stations, and provide extra tools for students to find 
the answers to the questions.

We celebrate the fact that society is taking education into the direction of 
deeper questioning, life experiences, and celebrating the whole child! Welcome 
college, career, and life readiness!

tressie
armstrong

Principal

one of the chickens  
hatched in a second grade 

classroom came back  
to visit when he was grown!

griffin, allison, ayala, and bivian enjoy  
the Cool School Dogs, rosie and ruby!

garrett learns more about 
measurement using  

hands on science tools

nicole, Shaylyn, and angela  
enjoy learning in the Secret garden.
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Magnolia Elementary (K–6)
1905 Magnolia Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5600 • www.mes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

Can you Hear me now?
All of us at Magnolia are thrilled with the addition of 

classroom audio systems to each of our general-education 
classrooms. Specifically, the addition of Lightspeed classroom 
audio technology will enhance the classroom environment in 
many positive respects: Every student will be able to hear! This 
is the central purpose. When students hear better, they become 
more engaged, and participate and respond to meaningful 
instruction throughout the school day.

Classroom audio also makes it easier on a teacher’s vocal 
health. Given that teachers must project their voices throughout 

much of the school day, many can experience severe voice fatigue that is known 
to bring about other related illnesses. With classroom audio, teachers are able 
to speak in their normal tone and be heard clearly without straining their 
voices.

Another benefit is the ability to overcome high ambient-noise levels: street 
traffic, corridor conversations and student transitions, and field noise from 
recess times and physical education classes are all distractions that are greatly 
reduced by distributing the teacher’s voice evenly throughout the classroom. 
Teachers also benefit in regard to classroom management. Louder is not better. 
When a teacher is able to communicate in even, calm tones, students respond. 
Classroom audio systems assist teachers in better managing their classrooms 
with greater clarity and tone. Students better understand instructions the first 
time, which minimizes the need for repetition or redirection, while at the same 
time, greater attention and on-task time improve.

Indeed, with the addition 
of classroom audio, students 
become just as empowered as 
the teachers. Students can use 
the microphone component 
of the audio system for 
specific grade-level standard 
requirements that pertain to 
student oral presentations. 
Student confidence is improved 
through more intelligible work.

In all, student engagement 
and accountability for learning 
are all heightened with the 
addition of this technology 
to school campus. Again, we 
thank our Magnolia PTA and 
our ever supportive parent 
community for bringing about 
this added improvement to 
each of our classrooms! We are 
Magnolia!

Jimmy
Hines

Principal

Fourth grade teacher, ms. Kim Fuentes,  
utilizes the new lightspeed audio system  

during writing instruction in her classroom.

Pacific Rim Elementary (K–5)
1100 Camino De Las Ondas, Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6200 • www.pacificrim.schoolloop.com

making good Choices in life
At Pacific Rim School, our daily mantra continues to focus on 

responsibility and The Golden Rule. Each staff member monitors 
our students every day to see that high standards are being kept 
by our Wave Riders. Our entire staff has a commitment that each 
student must try their best to be their best.

We continue to celebrate our schoolwide character education 
program at the Friday Flag Assembly. At the beginning of each 
month we also introduce and highlight our “Trait of the Month,” 
and provide a skit or performance that concentrates on its 
importance. These are performed by students from a different 
grade level each month.

Student accountability is a daily practice at Pacific Rim as well. The Golden 
Rule is to “treat others the way you want to be treated,” and so kindness and 
respect must be reinforced regularly, and with high expectations for student 
behavior.

Holding our students accountable for being responsible also guarantees the 
habit of hard work. When these traits are mastered at school they will also be 
carried out in the home. So talk to your child about what responsibility means. 
Give them specific tasks around the house, and discuss the importance of each 
family member pitching in to make things run smoothly. Have your child think 
through the consequences if no one did the laundry or took out the garbage, or 
fixed the meals.

Being responsible, and developing the habit of hard work, are character 
traits that will stay with your student for life.

robert 
Devich
Principal

Contest!
Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss

Dr. Seuss’ hat is hidden
somewhere in this publication.
When you find it,
email the
page number to:

Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
(Please put CRL Contest” 

in the subject line)

Your entry must be received by April 15, 2013.
From the correct entries, we will draw a winner to receive a 

$20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes and Noble.

The winner will be announced in the School News May issue 
and on Facebook and Twitter.
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Valley Middle School (6–8)
1645 Magnolia Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5300 • www.vms.schoolloop.com

Safe School ambassadors program
By Bryan Brockett – Assistant Principal

In February, Valley Middle School (VMS) will be implementing 
the Safe School Ambassadors program as a part of the school’s 
ongoing efforts to promote school connectedness and a positive 
school climate. The program, which is sponsored by the 
Community Matters organization, is designed to train students 
to provide positive influence in their social groups and recognize 
potential conflicts and to give them skills to support their peers 
in maintaining positive relationships. The program was made 
possible at VMS through a $5,000 grant funded by Community 

Matters and the San Diego Joint Powers Authority (JPA) for Risk Management.
Approximately 40 students and seven staff participants participated in 

a two-day training in early February, followed by bi-weekly “family group” 
meetings throughout the spring. The staff family group leaders will help 
the students navigate the situations that they and their peers experience 
on campus, all with the goal of developing positive relationships and peer 
interactions to support students in the school.

“The Safe School Ambassadors program will be one more piece in the 
school connectedness puzzle for our students at Valley,” said Principal Tom 
Bloomquist. “The idea behind the program is to tap into the power of our 
socially influential students and give them ownership over making Valley the 
best place that it can be for them and their peers. Ultimately, that benefits our 
students, staff, families, and school-wide academic achievement.”

To gauge the effectiveness of the program, the school will be tracking 
discipline and school climate data pre- and post-implementation. The program 
design is based on abundant research showing that school connectedness is one 
of the primary factors influencing student achievement and that it is through 
positive peer relationships that students often gain that sense of connection.

“We, as adults, can sit here and talk about connectedness, social issues, 
discipline, and bullying in schools, but it is really the students that make the 
biggest impact with how they treat one another,” said Assistant Principal 
Bryan Brockett. “My experience with some of the other programs out there 
is that there is one day, or a short window, of excitement, and then things go 
back to normal. What I like about the Community Matters program is that it 
provides ongoing follow-through to support and encourage the students who 
are involved.”

In addition to ongoing support, one of the other unique features of the 
Safe School Ambassadors program is that the students are not identified 
as ambassadors on campus. There are no T-shirts, no badges, and no big 
announcements. Instead, the training is designed to raise student awareness 
and give them the skills to make a positive impact within the context of their 
normal peer interaction. That, combined with the support of the family group, 
will hopefully help students to make a lasting impact at Valley and beyond. 

Rosemary Eshelman, the school district’s student service specialist, who 
helped Valley secure the grant for the program, said, “Valley has great students 
and a great staff, but we are always looking for ways to increase student 
connectedness at all of our schools.” She sees the ambassadors as one more way 
to continue to build on an already strong campus environment.

For more information on the Safe School Ambassadors program, please visit 
the Community Matters Web site at http://community-matters.org.

tom
bloomquist

Principal

Poinsettia Elementary (K–5)
2445 Mica Rd., Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6500 • www.pes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

week of Kindness
Poinsettia Panthers participated in the Week of Kindness in 

January. The challenge is for students to perform as many acts 
of kindness that they can on the school campus for the week. 
Classes were given a checklist of 50 acts of kindness, and our 
students rose to the challenge. Although Panthers are always 
kind, this week was a chance to show that kindness is strength 
and that bullying is weak.

Our students wrote many thank-you letters to veterans, the 
office staff and the superintendent, to name a few. Fourth- and 
fifth-grade students rode their bikes to school and home on one 

day to be friendly to the environment. The bikers were led by fourth- grade 
teacher Mr. Maxon and several parents. Students started at a local grocery 
store and meandered through the neighborhood to add students for the trek to 
school. Imagine over eighty 9- and 10-year-olds on their bicycles through the 
neighborhood. It was quite a fun morning!

The Paws on News crew featured the kindness theme in their live news 
broadcast. Follow this link to see the show: www.ustream.tv/channel/
poinsettia-news-cusd. Two fifth-grade students, Skyler W. and Ronan N., joined 
me in the Great Kindness Celebration at the new children’s museum in San 
Diego.

panther learning garden
In another act of kindness, a health-care organization and a garden-supply 

shop sponsored a new Panther Learning Garden. Over 50 volunteers from the 
health-care organization arrived at Poinsettia to plant a winter garden with 
students from each classroom. Students were able to plant the winter garden 
while the volunteers helped with placement of the vegetables and flowers. The 
volunteers also moved over five hundred 15-pound bags to replace and amend 
the soil. Copper tape was placed around the garden to keep out snails, and they 

also installed mesh fencing to keep 
out our vegetable-loving bunnies 
and squirrels! The garden is being 
maintained by our teachers and 
students.

We are currently growing a variety 
of peas, beans, broccoli, herbs, 
cabbage, lettuce, carrots, Swiss chard 
and lettuce. There is also a variety of 
flowers for a cutting garden. Students 
are excited to harvest the vegetables 
of their labor in February and 
March. Additional projects include 
a vermiculture project for organic 
composting. Students also planted a 
butterfly garden in the kindergarten 
playground in hopes of attracting 
many butterflies in the spring.

marjorie
giordani
Principal

bike to School.

panther learning garden
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MiraCosta College
1 Barnard Dr., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/757-2121 • www.miracosta.edu

you’re not Just a number

Francisco C.
rodriguez, ph.D.
Superintendent/ 

President

highly rated academic program that combines rigorous writing 
instruction and intensive academic counseling, along with 
mentoring by business professionals.

The result? Statistics show that more than 8 in 10 students 
who use the college’s academic support services will boost their 
grades.

MiraCosta College’s programs are far more than what Clark 
could have expected had she gone straight to San Diego State 
University from high school.

“I do tutoring every week,” she said, “and it’s helped my grades 
tremendously. In my accounting class alone, after three tutoring 
sessions, my grades were going from a C to a B-plus.”

The support she received is helping Clark reach her goal of transferring into San 
Diego State University or Cal State Fullerton next fall. From there, she plans on 
securing a master’s degree in psychology or a related field and becoming a counselor.

Caitlin is so convinced that MiraCosta College was the right choice that she 
now works as a student ambassador who visits local high schools. “My whole 
job is not only to get kids into MiraCosta but to help them transition from high 
school to college and to succeed here,” she said.

In that sense, Caitlin is carrying on the MiraCosta College tradition of 
ensuring student success. “Coming here was the best decision I made,” she 
said. 

Continued froM page 1

Kelli
moors

Member

elisa
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lisa
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Member
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areas that prepare learners for this type of work. One place 
the community can see these efforts in full force, is around 
the curriculum planning for Sage Creek High School. This 
remarkable new campus located at the corner of College and 
Cannon will welcome its first class of freshman and sophomore 
students in Fall 2013

A major focus at Sage Creek will be to ensure that all students 
benefit from the collective ambition to develop excitement and 
dispositions toward the STEM fields. Instead of waiting for 
students to step forward and declare their interest in these 
subjects, Sage Creek teachers are working with Principal Cesar 

Morales to design elective pathways in Biomedical Sciences and Engineering 
that embed college and career readiness skills into the curriculum.

Dramatic strides are being made in Carlsbad Unified as teachers across 
the District prepare the workforce for the global marketplace. As a gateway to 
STEM, Sage Creek High School will position learners to become the next Albert 
Einstein or Marie Curie with its motto “dare to be great.” The opportunity to 
create a sense of wonder and interest in science, technology, engineering and 
math is knocking at Sage Creek’s door. 

We can’t wait to open it. 

Suzette
lovely

Superintendent • From Page 1

Today, most of the new residential development in the city 
is behind us. The size and composition of our population has 
changed and will continue to evolve.  Just as the baby boomer 
generation relied on traditional recreation facilities to meet their 
needs, the 18-40 year olds today trend toward extreme sports 
and adventure recreation. As the population changes and people 
live longer, active adults will have different needs than today’s 
older adults.

To ensure we continue to provide the right mix of parks, 
recreation facilities and programs, we need to keep track of these 
demographic trends, community values and lifestyle changes, all 
of which influence the types of services we want and need.

And, we need your input. Starting 
in late February, you can visit the city’s 
website to provide us with your two 
cents about the city’s future parks and 
recreation needs. Only by hearing from 
a broad cross section of people can 
we create a plan that truly meets the 
community’s needs. So, don’t be shy. Tell 
us what you like, what you don’t and what 
you’d like to see done differently. Then, 
later this year, we’ll show you what we’ve 
come up with and check in with you to 
make sure it makes sense.

Ensuring we are achieving your vision for the future of Carlsbad takes a 
partnership between the city and those we serve. This upcoming parks and 
recreation planning process is a great opportunity to be a part of the process 
and put your stamp on the future of Carlsbad. To find out more about this 
project, visit www.carlsbadca.gov/parksandrec.

Kristina
ray

Communications 
Manager

City of CarlSbad • From Page 3

This upcoming parks and recreation  

planning process is a great opportunity  

to be a part of the process and  

put your stamp on the future of Carlsbad.  

To find out more about this project,  

visit www.carlsbadca.gov/parksandrec.






