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Zacharia Reda MD, FAAP, FCCP
Newborn and Pediatrics
Pediatric Pulmonary & Critical Care
L.M. Feingold MD, FAAP
J.A. Rothman MD, FAAP
Ferdinand Del Mundo MD, FAAP
Christine Kornu MD, FAAP
Elsa Fernandez MD, FAAP
William Holm MD, FAAP
Pediatric Endocrinology
Angela Gagliardi MD, FAAP

SPECIALISTS IN PEDIATRICS AT
HOAG AND CHOC HOSPITALS
All our Physicians are Board Certified
by the American Board of Pediatrics.

Dr. Reda recognized by his
peers and the Orange County
Medical Assoc. in his field as

one of the TOP DOCTORS in
OC and Southern California.

Call today for a complimentary consultation 
to meet with one of our physicians.

949-644-0970 

www.newportchildren.com

FASHION ISLAND OFFICE
1401 Avocado St., Suite 802
Newport Beach, CA 92660

HOAG OFFICE
1640 Newport Blvd., Suite 210

Costa Mesa, CA 92627

HUNTINGTON BEACH OFFICE
17822 Beach Blvd., #373 / 374
Huntington Beach, CA 92647

Serving O.C. for 35 Years

Primary Pediatric & Adolescent Care
Same Day Appointment Guaranteed by 
B.C. Physician
After Hours, Weekends & Holiday Care
Voted by their peers as “Top Doctors” 
in OC & America
24/7 Board Certified Physician Coverage

Specialists Trained In:
Pediatric Emergencies & Critical Care
Pediatric Asthma & Pulmonary Care
Pediatric Endocrinology & Diabetes
Growth Disorder & Weight Control
Pediatric & Adult Sports Medicine
Fitness Evaluation & Injury Prevention
Nutrition Evaluation

FREE Return Phone Call
FREE Prescription Refill
FREE School Forms
Most Insurance Accepted

Experience     Quality     Access Guarantee
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On Wednesday, September 24, 2014, N-MUSD 
held its first annual “State of the Schools” 
Breakfast at Corona del Mar High School. Over  
200 guests attended our sold out event. This 
project was conceived in partnership with the 
Newport-Mesa Schools Foundation (NMSF) and 
patterned after the Tustin Unified School District’s 
event that is now in its third year. Like Tustin, 
we recognized that we needed a forum in which to 
present the outstanding accomplishments of our 
district and showcase our students. By the response we 
received in the press, I think we met our goal.

Our long-range objectives with the State of the Schools 
event is to reach out beyond our school community and 
share our story with local municipal and state leaders as 
well as businesses within the greater Newport-Mesa area. 
By doing so, we hope to strengthen existing partnerships 
and create new affiliations that can provide support for 

our instructional programs – especially our college 
and career pathway programs and open up new 
fundraising opportunities for The Newport-Mesa 
Schools Foundation (NMSF). All proceeds from the 
breakfast ticket sales were collected by the NMSF to 
fund the annual grants to teachers program.

Though there remains much work to do in order to 
achieve our long-range goals, it is clear that through 

this event we were successful in sharing the story 
of our district and the incredible dedication of every 

employee to make a difference for every child, every day.
A special thank you to the Newport-Mesa Schools 

Foundation volunteers for all of their hard work and to 
our school site and district staff that worked with the 
foundation to organize and produce the incredible program.

For those that were unable to attend the breakfast, a 
condensed version of the State of the Schools presentation 
will soon be available on our website at www.nmusd.us

Dr. Fred Navarro

Walt Davenport
Member

Karen Yelsey
President

Dana Black
Member

Judy A. Franco
Clerk

Vicki Snell
Member

Board of Education

Martha Fluor
Vice President

Katrina Foley
Member

Student Ambassadors from all NMUSD High Schools participate in the closing ceremony at the state of schools event.

SUPERINTENDENT
Successful State of the Schools Inaugural Event
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Welcome back to a new school year. 
This is our 11th year publishing the 

excellence from the N-MUSD and we are 
pleased to launch our new booklet size 
publication. Each issue is available on 
the District web site as well as digitally 
to parents. Thank you for your continued 
loyalty reading School News Roll Call.

By now students have made new friends, 
reunited with old friends and are focused on 

education...they might even be planning their Winter Break. 
As we get older it is true time seems to go by faster 

than we recall in our youth. There always seems to be a 
milestone looming ahead for children—being old enough 
to sit in a car without a car seat, going to preschool, 
(chewing gum without swallowing it and throwing it away 
properly), to kindergarten, (making a bed and learning 
clothes actually have a proper place other than the floor), 
to first grade, to camp, to middle school, to high school, 
getting a driver’s license, and choosing a college. This issue 
we asked the principals to share their bios and specifically 
where they went to college. It is always interesting to learn 
about their hobbies, families, pets, etc. We hope you enjoy.

Our next issue is December 3rd. In the meantime, have 
a Happy Halloween and Happy Thanksgiving!

Neta Madison

Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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City of Newport Beach

The Quality of Education
Congratulations to the Newport Mesa 

Unified School District for delivering a high 
quality of public education to the residents of 
Newport Beach and Costa Mesa.

Long ago, I had the privilege of working 
as an education advisor to then Governor 
Ronald Reagan. In the early 70’s the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction,  
Dr. Wilson Riles, and Governor Reagan 

agreed to commission an extensive study as to why and 
how students learn. The thought was if certain factors 
could be identified, this is where emphasis could be placed 
to increase learning skills.

The results of the study identified numerous learning 
factors, however the two that stood alone, far above the others 
in importance, were the attitude/involvement of the parent at 
home and the quality of the teacher in the classroom.

We can be proud that the NMUSD encourages parent 
involvement on the campus and hires the best of the best 
as teachers. Congratulations to the faculty of NMUSD and 
the families of the students for making sure our kids and 
grandkids understand the importance of education.

The NMUSD is a key ingredient in our local quality of life.
100 Civic Center Dr., Newport Beach, CA 92660 • 949/644-3004 
www.newportbeachca.gov

Rush N. Hill, II
Mayor

Fusion Academy believes students who feel like they “belong” 
have a better chance of succeeding…even the quirky ones who 
see the world a little differently. If traditional just isn’t working, 
and you need a one-to-one learning environment that values 
individuality, come see what makes our students feel like they are 
part of a successful “tribe.”

Fusion Academy believes students who feel like they “belong” 
have a better chance of succeeding…even the quirky ones who 
see the world a little differently. If traditional just isn’t working, 
and you need a one-to-one learning environment that values 
individuality, come see what makes our students feel like they are 
part of a successful “tribe.”

No student 
should ever 
feel “lost” 
at school.

Join us for an event!
Fusion Huntington Beach
7711 Center Ave. Ste. 120
Huntington Beach, CA 92647
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Newport Beach Fire Department

Fire Prevention Month
The month of October 

is Fire Prevention Month. 
This is a good time to 
gather the family and 
discuss what you would do 
in case of a disaster. Make a plan to exit your 
residence and meet somewhere, identify a 
family member out of the area that all of you 
can contact, and then build an emergency 

kit. Don’t count on cellular coverage or landline phones. 
You should have food and supplies for at least three days, 
and water is a must. You need lots of bottled water.

Our fire units will be busy and may not be available 
to assist you. Until out-of-the-area resources arrive, you 
will be on your own. Schools are the best prepared, so 
don’t race to school to pick up your kids - they will be fine. 
Schools practice for disasters.

Be proactive and be prepared, instead of being a victim. 
A great resource is http://www.ready.gov/be-informed to 
assist you with preparing your family. Whether a fire or 
natural disaster, preparedness means everything, and 
so does practice. Make sure your family has a plan and 
everyone knows it - then practice it.

P.O. Box 7168, Newport Beach, CA 92658 • 949/644-3104 

Scott Poster
Fire Chief

can give you

The Smile You’ve Always Wanted!

We offer fl exible fi nancial arrangements!

Heidi B. Starnes, DDS, MS

1401 Avocado Avenue, Suite 210
Newport Beach, CA 92660

(949) 720-8145

Incognito   Hidden Braces
Invisalign   for Teens & Adults

Clarity   Clear Braces 
Traditional Metal Braces

Comprehensive Early Treatment 
Personal Attention and Tailored Treatment

®

®
®
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Become a College Counselor 
Launch or advance your career with our 7-course College  
Counseling Certificate—offered entirely online! 

Get the skills you need to counsel students and help them  
identify their post-high school options.

Ideal for: 
•  Teachers & administrators working 

with secondary students
•  High school & junior/middle school 

guidance counselors
•  Private & independent college 

counselors 

Learn more.  
Visit uclaextension.edu/snCollege 
or contact us at (310) 983-1181.

15988-14

Orange County Department of Education

Partnership Prepares Students
Orange County is a diverse and dynamic 

region with the human and economic resources 
necessary to lead the nation in college and 
career readiness and success. The California 
Career Pathways Trust grant can significantly 
contribute to this vision. The California 
Department of Education has awarded the 
Orange County Career Pathways Partnership 
(OCCPP) a $15 million California Career 
Pathways Trust grant to create a countywide 

infrastructure to expand career pathways for students from 
kindergarten through college. Led by the Orange County 
Department of Education (OCDE) and Saddleback College, 
OCCPP is one of twelve recipients awarded a $15 million grant 
and represents the largest regional consortium in the state.

Orange County school districts, institutions of higher 
education, businesses, and community partners will make 
up this regional consortium to ensure that our students 
have the opportunity to explore their interests and 

participate in career pathways of their choosing. OCCPP 
will make career pathway programs accessible to Orange 
County students from all academic, socio-economic, and 
achievement levels ranging from Gifted and Talented 
Education (GATE) students, to alternative education 
students, foster youth, and students with physical and 
learning disabilities. OCCPP will provide courses and 
learning experiences that produce competent graduates 
capable of securing high-skill, high-wage jobs.

Students will participate in career exploration and on-
the-job training that prepares them to earn certificates, 
associate degrees, baccalaureate degrees, and advanced 
degrees in three target sectors: Health Care/Biotechnology; 
Engineering/Advanced Manufacturing and Design; and 
Information Communication Technology/Digital Media. 
The same skills necessary to navigate a college degree are 
required to be successful in career technical education. 
Students will need to master subjects at the same rigorous 
level of abstraction and understanding as those entering 
a traditional university system. These programs will also 
align career courses with rigorous science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM), California 

Dr. Al Mijares
Superintendent

Academic Standards, and Career 
Technical Education Model Standards 
that provide real-world application of 
career concepts, linking the content to 
industry needs.

OCCPP will build career pathway 
partnerships among employers, 
schools, and colleges and improve 
the transition into post-secondary 
studies and career preparation. This 
initiative will develop a countywide 
infrastructure to prepare Orange 
County students for the 21st century 
workplace, support them in reaching 
their personal career goals, and equip 
them to lead the nation in college and 
career readiness and success.

For more information, visit  
www.ocde.us/EdTech.

Please see our ad on the back page.
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Fountain Valley Regional Hospital and Medical Center

Basic Facts About Enterovirus D68
Enterovirus D68 (EV-D68), which causes 

a respiratory illness, seems to be much more 
prevalent this year than in the past. It can 
affect people of all ages although infants, 
children, and teenagers are more likely to 
become ill from the virus. Some children, 
especially those with prior history of 
asthma, have become quite ill.

EV-D68 can range from mild illness 
requiring minimal treatment to severe 
illness requiring hospitalization. Symptoms 
may include:

  • Difficulty breathing 
  • Coughing and sneezing
  • New onset wheezing 
  • Muscle aches
  • Racing heartbeat
If you or a family member develops coughing that comes 

on quickly, wheezing or difficulty breathing, contact your 
healthcare provider. Some people with underlying medical 
conditions may develop severe respiratory illness caused 
by EV-D68 and may need to be hospitalized to receive 
intensive supportive therapy.

EV-D68 appears to spread through close contact with 
infected people, when an infected person sneezes, coughs, 
or touches surfaces or other people when they have the 
germs on their hands. An infected person can spread the 
virus even if they don’t feel sick. 

There are no vaccines or anti-viral medications 
currently available for EV-D68. The best protection against 
EV-D68 is using standard good hygiene precautions: 
washing your hands frequently, keeping environmental 
surfaces and objects disinfected (toys, door knobs, etc.) 
and avoiding close contact with those who are ill.

It’s also important to get your flu shot. The vaccine will 
boost your immune system and better protect you from the 
flu, which is much more common than EV-D68.

17100 Euclid St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 • 714/966-7200 • www.
fountainvalleyhospital.com

During October Breast Cancer Awareness Month, all patients receiving a mammogram at our  
Breast Center will receive a complimentary gift. CALL (714) 966-8118 TO SCHEDULE TODAY

It seems everyone knows someone whose life has 
been touched by breast cancer.  And no wonder – 
according to the American Cancer Society, it is the 
most common cancer among women in the United 
States, other than skin cancer. 

At Fountain Valley Regional Medical Center, we’re 
working to help give women hope by providing all 
patients with access to services they need from 
diagnoses through treatment, rehabilitation, 
and survivorship care. 

•  Accredited by The American College of 
    Surgeons Commission on Cancer (CoC) 
•  Ranked as a Top Performing Hospital for 
    Cancer by US News & World Report
•  Inpatient Oncology 
•  Outpatient Surgical Center 
•  Board-certified Oncology specialists
•  Comprehensive, multi-team approach
•  The Center for Breast Care 
•  Outpatient Imaging 

Compassion and Hope For Cancer Patients

Kenneth Kim, 
M.D.

Medical Director, 
Pediatric ICU
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Adams Elementary (K-6)

California State University Fullerton
Gabe Del Real has served the Newport-

Mesa Unified School District for fourteen 
years. This is his fifth year as principal at 
Adams Elementary School. Prior to joining 
the Adams team, Gabe was a classroom 
teacher at Rea and Newport Heights 
Elementary Schools. In addition to his 
work in N-MUSD, Gabe has taught as an 
adjunct professor of Children’s Literature 
for Vanguard University and has conducted 

many university lectures on topics such as technology 
in education, differentiated literacy programs, and 
transforming organizations.

Gabe completed his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at 
California State University, Fullerton. He also earned his 
multiple subject and reading specialist credentials at CSUF. 
Gabe received his administrative services credential from 
University of California, Irvine. Gabe attributes his success 
to his supportive wife, Chrissy and their two children 
Sonya (7) and Lucas (4).

Gabe is honored to be the principal of Adams 
Elementary School. Working with the dedicated staff and 
parents to provide an excellent education for every one of 
the Adams All Stars is one of his greatest experiences.

2850 Club House Rd., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7935  
http:////adams.nmusd.us

Gabriel DelReal
Principal

Roy O. Andersen Elementary (K-6)

California State University, Fresno
Dr. Shannon Bray is delighted to begin 

her third year as the principal of Andersen 
Elementary. Dr. Bray began her educational 
career in Clovis Unified School District as an 
elementary teacher. She served nine years 
as an administrator in Clovis Unified at the 
secondary and elementary levels, with the 
majority of her administrative experience 
at the elementary level. She earned her 
Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies and 
Masters of Arts in Educational Leadership 

from California State University, Fresno. In May 2010, she 
earned her Doctorate in Educational Leadership from 
California State University, Fresno. Dr. Bray has also been 
a part-time faculty member at California State University, 
Fresno in their Educational Administrative Program.

Dr. Bray’s two greatest passions are her family and 
her work as an educator. She lives in San Clemente with 
her husband Jim and enjoys spending time with their five 
children and three grandchildren. She looks forward to 
serving the Andersen learning community as they continue 
to offer a rigorous instructional program, which is both 
academically challenging and rewarding for ALL students.

1900 Port Seabourne Way, Newport Beach, CA 92660 • 949/515-6935 
http:///andersen.nmusd.us

Dr. Shannon Bray
Principal

Back Bay/Monte Vista High School

Universities: Washington, Western Wash. State
Deborah Davis has been the principal 

of the Alternative Education Center since 
2002. Moving from a principal’s position in 
Puyallup, Washington, Debbie relocated 
to enjoy the many benefits of Southern 
California.

Originally a graduate of the University 
of Washington, with a double major in 
psychology and English, Ms. Davis obtained 
a teaching credential and began her career 
at a junior high school teaching social 
science, English, journalism and vocal 

music. She later earned a master’s degree in educational 
administration at Western Washington State University 
in Bellingham. Throughout her career she has never lost 
sight of the reason why education captured her interest: it’s 
because of the students!

But working at the Alternative Education Center has 
truly been the highlight of her career. In 2011, Debbie was 
named the Continuation Principal of the Year for Region 10. 
In 2010, Back Bay Continuation High School was awarded 
the prestigious title of “California Model Continuation High 
School,” an honor that was well deserved.

Additionally, in 2012, the solar photovoltaic classes at 
Back Bay were recognized by the California State CCEA 
as an exemplary program. These classes have also been 
recognized by Golden West College as deserving of college 
and high school credit. And in 2013, Back Bay earned Model 
Continuation High School recognition for the second time! 
This honor is only given to continuation high schools that 
meet rigorous standards set by the state.

Monte Vista, the independent high school located on the 
same campus, has recently gone online so that its students 
can access academic work when they are unable to attend 
school daily. Both programs and schools are exemplary, and 
have supported many college-bound seniors.

390 Monte Vista Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • 949/515-6900 
http:///backbay.nmusd.us

Debbie
Lucker-Davis

Principal

Happy Halloween
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California Elementary (K-6)

Concordia University Irvine, National University
Matt Broesamle enters his 4th year as 

principal of California Elementary School and 
he is excited for what’s in store for the Cougars 
this year.  He completed his bachelor’s degree, 
teaching credential, and master’s in education 
at Concordia University, Irvine. During his 
undergraduate work at Concordia, Matt played 
on the baseball team as a pitcher, first, and 
third baseman. He earned his administrative 
credential in 2009 and completed his tier 
II credential at National University in 2013. 

Prior to becoming principal at California School, Matt was a 
fifth and sixth grade teacher at Adams Elementary School 
for eight years. Matt is blessed to have an amazing family. 
He and his wife Gina have two incredible boys. Matt enjoys 
spending time with his family and playing golf in his free 
time. He is honored to be the principal of California School 
and he is ready to take on another school year. Go Cougars!

3232 California Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7940  
http://california.nmusd.us

Matthew
Broesamle

Principal

College Park Elementary (K-6)

Brigham Young University, UC Irvine, U.S. Int’l Univ.
Julie McCormick has been principal 

at College Park Elementary School for 
five years. She has 28 years in education, 
beginning her teaching career in Santa Ana 
Unified School District. Since joining the 
Newport-Mesa Unified School District in 
1999, Julie has served as School Readiness 
Coordinator in the preschool programs, 
elementary teacher at Eastbluff School, and 
principal at Pomona School. 

Julie grew up in the Newport-Mesa Unified School 
District attending Mariners, Ensign and Newport Harbor. 
She graduated from Brigham Young University with a B.A. 
in Spanish interpreting and translating. She received her 
teaching credential from University of California, Irvine, 
and a master’s in educational administration from U.S. 
International University. She is married with five children, 
and looks forward to another great year at College Park.

2380 Notre Dame Rd., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7960 
http://collegepark.nmusd.us

Julie McCormick
Principal

Pathway
For Students with Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities

Our Post-Secondary 2-Year Program Offers:
•  Successful completion for a Certificate in Learning 

& Life Skills
• Foundational instruction toward independent living
•  Dedicated partnerships for job development &  

gainful employment
• Financial aid & scholarships 

Visit uclaextension.edu/snPathway  
or contact us at (310) 794-1235.

15988-14

Kumon of Costa Mesa - Northeast
890 West Baker St., Ste. 250, 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

714.754.7474

kumon.com   1-800-ABC-MATH 

©2013 Kumon North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Confidence
ReadingMath

FREE Registration*with this ad

*Valid at this location only. Limited time offer.  
 See Center for details.

(714) 979-1655
1500 Adams Ave., Suite 200

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

• Group & Private Lessons
• Kids & Adults
• After School Language Programs 
  At School Sites
• Free Demo Class
• 100% Native Speaking Teachers
• 14 Different Languages

www.portallanguages.com
costamesa@portallanguages.com

Your Neighborhood Language School
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Corona del Mar High School (7-12)

USC
Dr. Gogel is beginning her first year as 

Principal of Corona del Mar Middle School. 
Prior to coming to Corona del Mar, she 
served as the Director of Student Services for 
Newport-Mesa. She received her doctorate 
in education from the University of Southern 
California and is credentialed in Music, 
Special Education, School Counseling and 
Administration.

Becky has a son, age 9, and a daughter, 
age 6, who both attend elementary school in 

the Newport-Mesa Unified School District.
“I am thrilled to join the team at Corona del Mar Middle 

School. The students, parents, staff and community are 
committed to working collaboratively on behalf of students, 
providing a foundation for excellence in academics, 
athletics and the arts.”

Texas Tech University, University of the Southwest
Kathy is beginning her second year as 

the high school principal of Corona del Mar. 
She previously served as the principal of 
Oxford Academy in the Anaheim Union High 
School District before coming to NMUSD. 
She is a graduate of Texas Tech University 
with a Bachelor of Science in math and 
special education. After 18 years in the 
classroom, she received her Master’s degree 
in administration from the University of the 
Southwest and has been an administrator for 
the past 17 years.

Kathy and her husband have two married sons who 
reside in Texas with their four grandchildren.

“I am very excited as we now fully implement Common 
Core Standards and new instructional strategies across all 
content areas. Students will be much more analytical in 
their thinking and creative in how they demonstrate their 
learning.”

2101 Eastbluff Dr., Newport Beach, CA 92660 • 949/515-6000 
http://cdm.nmusd.us

Dr. Rebecca Gogel
Principal

7–8 Grade

Kathy Scott
Principal

9–12 Grade

Davis Magnet (K-6)

Chico State, Chapman University
Mrs. Flores couldn’t be more pleased 

about the 2014 school year as she is 
beginning her twelfth year in education and 
her second and a half year as principal at 
Davis Magnet School. Mrs. Flores is most 
excited about returning to school to work 
alongside the dedicated staff and devoted 
parent community to support student 
learning and success.

Mrs. Flores attended Chico State on 
a volleyball scholarship and received her BA in Liberal 
Studies with a minor in Spanish. She remained at Chico 
for a fifth year to receive her BCLAD Multiple Subject 
Teaching Credential. Mrs. Flores then received her 
Master’s in Educational Leadership and Administration 
from Chapman University.  In addition to working with her 
school community, Mrs. Flores enjoys working with local 
universities to help mentor and support student teachers.

Mrs. Flores is an avid sports fan who also enjoys 
running, yoga, reading, and baking. Mrs. Flores lives in 
Irvine with her husband, who teaches 7th grade history at 
TeWinkle Middle School and coaches football at Estancia 
High School. They are expecting their first child in January 
and have a black lab named Harley.

1050 Arlington Dr., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7930 
http://davismagnet.nmusd.us

Christy Flores
Principal

Early College High School (9-12)

Whittier College, University of La Verne
Kathy Slawson has been employed with 

NMUSD for seventeen years. She received 
her teaching credential from Whittier 
College and her Masters of Education and 
Administrative Credential from University 
of La Verne. Prior to working in NMUSD 
she taught Biology, Health, and Physical 
Education and was an Assistant Principal in 
the Whittier Union High School District.

 After moving to NMUSD she continued to 
gain experience as an Assistant Principal at the secondary 
level. She was hired as the Principal of Early College High 
School in 2005 and as the instructional leader helped 
ECHS become a California Distinguished School, and was 
recognized with a state ranking of a perfect 10 for the 
students’ state test scores and a perfect 10 ranking when 
compared with similar schools for six years in a row. Early 
College High School continues to be one of the top schools 
in Orange County because of the dedicated hard working 
administration and staff who believes all students can 
achieve academic success.

2990 Mesa Verde Dr., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/241-6108 
http://earlycollege.nmusd.us

Kathy Slawson
Principal

School/Behavioral Problems
Teen Issues/Bullying

School/Behavioral Problems
Teen Issues/Bullying

Social Skills Group for Young Kids

949.235.7606
www.Parenting-Teenagers.com

Social Skills Group for Young Kids

949.235.7606
www.Parenting-Teenagers.com

Temper Tantrums
Anxiety • Depression

Conflict Resolution
Communication Issues

Low Self-Esteem
Bed Wetting
Co-Parenting
ADD/ADHD

Temper Tantrums
Anxiety • Depression

Conflict Resolution
Communication Issues

Low Self-Esteem
Bed Wetting
Co-Parenting
ADD/ADHD

Suzan Aldimassi, M.S., MFT #40245
Licensed Marriage, Family & Child Psycotherapist,

ASCH Certification in Clinical Hypnosis

1000 Quail St. Ste. 175, Newport Beach, 92660
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Universities: Whitworth, Grand Canyon, City
Mr. Haley is in his 18th year as an 

educator and has been an administrator, 
a mathematics teacher, and a basketball 
and football coach. He is a certified teacher 
in mathematics & special education, with 
a bachelor’s degree in mathematics from 
Whitworth University where he was also 
an Academic All-American for football, a 
master’s degree in teaching from Grand 
Canyon University, an administrative 
credential from City University, and a 

doctoral candidate in educational leadership from Grand 
Canyon University. 

Mr. Haley is in his first year as principal of Costa Mesa 
High School after previously serving as a principal for 
Bainbridge High School in Bainbridge Island, WA. Prior 
to his time at Bainbridge High School, Mr. Haley was in 
the Saddleback Valley Unified School District and was 
an assistant principal at Laguna Hills High School and 
for four years served as a mathematics teacher and head 
football coach for El Toro High School. Mr. Haley started 
his career and served for 8-years as a mathematics teacher, 
basketball, and football coach for Bainbridge High School. 
Mr. Haley has an educational philosophy that is deeply 
rooted in meaningful connections with students, quality 
teaching practices, community support, and providing 
support for students and staff to ensure success. 

On a personal note, Mr. Haley is married to his wife 
Julie and has two kids—Makena and JJ. Makena is in 
Kindergarten at Woodland Elementary School and JJ is in 
preschool. Mr. Haley enjoys outdoor activities, sports, and 
time with family. Mr. Haley is honored to be joining the 
Newport Mesa Unified School District, the Costa Mesa High 
School & Middle School community, and looks forward 
to sharing the vision for Costa Mesa High School as the 
school continues to evolve and meet the growing needs of 
students.

California State University Fullerton
Mr. Guy Olguin is beginning his first 

year as the new middle school principal at 
Costa Mesa Middle School/High School. 
Guy’s connection to Newport-Mesa began 
at Killybrook elementary school as a fourth 
grade student. After graduating from 
Estancia high school in 1980, Guy remained 
connected to the district through coaching 
and eventually obtained his first assignment 
teaching second grade at Wilson elementary 
school. After two years, Guy spent one year 

at TeWinkle middle school before moving on to Ensign 
Intermediate School. Guy found a home at Ensign for the 
next 13 years. After receiving his Masters’ in Education 
along with his Administrative credential from Cal. State 
Fullerton in 2005, Guy moved across the bay to Corona del 
Mar middle school where he was principal for nine years. 
Guy is excited to be the new principal at Costa Mesa MS 
and working with students, staff and the community!!

Newport-Mesa USD has been Guy’s teaching home for 
over 25 years. Guy says the best thing about spending his 
entire career in Newport-Mesa has been the opportunity to 
teach alongside those who made such a significant impact 
while he was a student.

Guy is married to his wife of 17 years, Tracey Olguin, 
who is a teacher in the Newport-Mesa USD.

2650 Fairview Rd., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-8700 
http://cmhs.nmusd.us

Guy Olguin
Principal

7–8 Grade

Jacob Haley
Principal

9–12 Grade

Costa Mesa High School (7-12)

Orange County’s Liceline
to Louse Arrest!!

•Preschool  •Schools  •Camps  •Day Care •  Teen Groups
(949) 631-2675 • lousearrest@hairpoliceliceline.com

www.hairpoliceliceline.com
2675 Irvine Avenue • Suite 110 • Costa Mesa, CA 92627

24 / 7 Head Lice Removal • Treatment Center Visits / Home Visits

Orange County’s Liceline
to Louse Arrest!!

SchoolNewsRollCall_Ad_Layout 1  9/18/14  4:22 AM  Page 1

Gluten-free • Nut-free • Vegan

(714) 968-9169
17431 Brookhurst St. 

Fountain Valley

Please call us if you 
have any questions $5   off

any $25 order
with this coupon.

Exp. 10/31/14

Sensitive Sweets is a dedicated 
Gluten-free, nut-free bakery. We make 
freshly baked cakes, cupcakes, cookies, 
brownies, and bread with NO gluten,
 dairy, eggs, soy, peanuts or tree nuts. 

Visit us soon!
Open:    Monday – Friday 10:00 am – 6:00 pm

Saturday              10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Closed:  Sunday  

www.SensitiveSweets.com

Be sure to enter 
on page 14

Word Search Contest



12  www.schOOlNewsrOllcall.cOm

Eastbluff Elementary (K-6)

Cal State Fullerton, Azusa Pacific University
Ms. Cheryl Beck is the principal of 

Eastbluff School. She considers herself 
a life long learner and is celebrating her 
27th year in the field of education. She 
loves working with children and has two 
wonderful children of her own. Ms. Beck 
enjoys spending time with her family, 
reading books, scrap booking on Shutterfly, 
going to the beach, and walking her three 
Labordoodles. Born and raised in Bellflower, 

Ms. Beck is a native Californian. She began her career 
in education first as an instructional aide in Long Beach 
while completing her college education at California 
State University, Fullerton. She then furthered her career 
earning her masters in administration at Azusa Pacific 
University. Mrs. Beck has 10 years of teaching experience 
and 17 years of administrative experience. She has also 
been a mentor teacher and a literacy trainer for the Norwalk 
La Mirada Unified School District. Mrs. Beck began her 
administrative career as an assistant principal in Norwalk-La 
Mirada. She then was an assistant principal in the Centralia 
School District. She joined the Newport Mesa Unified School 
District ten years ago as the assistant principal at Davis School. 
Mrs. Beck was the principal of Davis School the following two 
years. She is very much enjoying and honored to continue her 
administrative career as the principal of Eastbluff School.

2627 Vista del Oro, Newport Beach, CA 92660 • 949/515-5920  
http://eastbluff.nmusd.us

Cheryl Beck
Principal

Horace Ensign Intermediate (7-8)

California State University Fullerton and USC
Dr. Gloria Duncan was appointed as the 

Principal of Ensign Intermediate School in 
2011. Dr. Duncan served as the Assistant 
Principal of Curriculum and Instruction at 
Ensign for four years. She began her teaching 
career as a high school math teacher, and 
later became an Instructional Dean of Math 
and Science at Walnut High School. Dr. Duncan 
was the Assistant Principal and Principal 
at Canyon High School in Orange Unified 

School District. Under her leadership, the school received a 
California Distinguished School Award and she was honored 
with the Outstanding Contributions to Education Award. She 
earned her Bachelor of Science in Mathematics and Master 
of Education from the California State University, Fullerton. 
In May 2011, she earned her Doctorate of Education from the 
University of Southern California.

Dr. Duncan lives in Anaheim Hills with her husband of 
37 years and enjoys spending time with him and their three 
children. As the principal, she is honored to be the leader 
of Ensign Intermediate School. Dr. Duncan is dedicated to 
making the school a positive place for everyone by instituting 
a Community of Kindness Program. She is committed to 
serving the needs of her students, staff, and parents so that 
every student, every day, is engaged in learning.

2000 Cliff Dr., Newport Beach, CA 92663 • 949/515-6910  
http://ensign.nmusd.us

Dr. Gloria Duncan
Principal

Estancia High School

CSULB, New Mexico Highlands, University LaVerne
Principal Kirk Bauermeister is a product 

of NMUSD schools, having attended College 
Park Elementary, Davis Middle School and 
Costa Mesa High School. Bauermeister 
received his Bachelor of Arts degree in history 
in 1983 at Long Beach State University. 
During the time, he was going to Long Beach 
State. He coached baseball and football at 
Costa Mesa High School. Upon receiving his 
degree from Long Beach State, Bauermeister 
finished his teaching credential in 1984 

at Southern California College, now Vanguard. Since the 
district was going through a period of declining enrollment 
and jobs were difficult to come by, Bauermeister went 
into the sporting goods business (Treds & Threads) and 
bought a store in 1989 in Costa Mesa. He returned to the 
educational field, accepting a teaching position at Costa 
Mesa High School in 1999 and selling his business. While 
at Costa Mesa, Bauermeister taught history and English, 
was the social science department chair, coached baseball 
and football, and was the athletic director. Bauermeister 

received his master’s degree in educational administration from 
New Mexico Highlands University in 2001 and his Doctorate 
from the University of La Verne in 2008, in Organizational 
Leadership. In 2002, he was hired as the high school 
assistant principal, a post that he held for three years.

In 2005, he was selected to be the middle school principal 
and co-principal of Costa Mesa High School, a position 
he held for two years. In 2007, Bauermeister became the 
principal of TeWinkle Middle School where he served until 
July 1st 2010, when he became the principal at Estancia 
High School. Bauermeister has been married to his wife, 
Denise, for 28 years, and they live in Costa Mesa. Denise 
works in the office at Kaiser Elementary school and was 
NMUSD Classified Employee of the year in 2012. Their 
two daughters, Karli and Kelsi, went through school in the 
NMUSD, attending Sonora Elementary, Davis School and 
Costa Mesa High School. Karli graduated from the University 
of Arizona receiving her master’s degree at Chapman in 
May and was recently hired at Brea Olinda High School as 
a counselor. Kelsi graduated from Iowa State University, 
received her master’s degree in May and is currently working 
at Mercy Hospital in Mason City Iowa, as a Registered Dietician.

2323 Placentia Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • 949/515-6500  
http://estancia.nmusd.us

Kirk
Bauermeister

Principal



OctOber / NOvember 2014  13Covering the Newport-Mesa UNified school district

Harbor View Elementary (K-6)

CSULB, USC, University of San Diego
Dr. Schmidt is starting his eighteenth year 

in education and his third as the Chief Viking 
of Harbor View Elementary. This past school 
year was a big year of accomplishments 
for Harbor View! Not only did Dr. Schmidt 
complete his Ed.D. at the University of 
Southern California (Fight On!), but more 
importantly, Harbor View was recognized for 
the third time as a California Distinguished 
School! Our signature practices that led to 

this honor included the growing Response to Instruction 
(RtI) program that provides students who need it with 
additional time and support to master key grade level 
standards while also providing enrichment opportunities 
for students who have mastered the standard.

Additional signature practices included our growing 
iPad pilot program (which will be expanding this year to 
include 1:1 iPads for all students in grades 4-6) and our 
character education program founded on the immortal 
Coach John’ Wooden’s Pyramid to Success.

As mentioned, Dr. Schmidt completed his doctorate 
at USC, his Masters in Curriculum and Instruction at Cal 
State Long Beach, and his undergraduate degree in history  
at the University of San Diego.

900 Goldenrod Ave., Corona del Mar, CA 92625 • 949/515-6940 
http://harborview.nmusd.us

Dr. Todd Schmidt
Principal

Heinz Kaiser Elementary (3-6)

UCLA, Chapman University
Deborah Granger has served as the 

principal of Kaiser Elementary School 
since 2012. She joined Newport-Mesa USD 
after a multifaceted career in education 
including previous service as a teacher and 
administrator at the secondary level as 
well as extensive experience in the areas of 
curriculum and instruction while working 
with the Orange County Department 
of Education. With her undergraduate 
degree in history from UCLA and an MA in 

Educational Leadership from Chapman University,  
Dr. Granger became her own cross-town rival after completing 
a doctorate in Educational Leadership at USC in 2009.

Dr. Granger loves the fact that the school year begins 
at the same time as her birthday. Her office recently was 
flooded with student-made cards and wishes for a happy 
year. One favorite card was part of a class banner in which 
students guessed Dr. Granger’s age. Emma is pretty sure 
her principal turned 23 in September. That’s how young 
Kaiser’s students make Dr. Granger feel! Go Knights! We’re 
off to a great start!

2130 Santa Ana Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • 949/515-6950 
http://kaiser.nmusd.us

Dr. Deborah
Granger
Principal
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Killybrooke Elementary (K-6)

California State University Long Beach
Lorie Hoggard is proud to begin her fourth 

year as the principal of Killybrooke School, 
where the exceptional staff and outstanding 
families are determined that every child 
who attends Killybrooke is college bound. 
She is entering her 26th year in the field 
of education, having served as teacher 
assistant, tutor, camp counselor, elementary 
teacher, early childhood director, and principal.

Dr. Hoggard was born and raised in Long 
Beach. She earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology, a 
teaching credential, and a master’s degree in curriculum 
and instruction from California State University, Long 
Beach. After teaching elementary school in both southern 
and northern California, Dr. Hoggard earned her doctorate 
in educational leadership from the University of Southern 
California. She joined the Newport-Mesa Unified School 
District (N-MUSD) staff in 1999 as the principal of Sonora 
Elementary School, which, under her leadership, earned 
statewide honors as a California Distinguished School and 
Title I Achieving School. As Director of Early Childhood 
Education for the district from 2002 through 2011,  
Dr. Hoggard expanded N-MUSD’s early childhood 
education programs from three to 10 sites and secured 

grant funding for N-MUSD early childhood programs.
As the principal of Killybrooke School, she is passionate 

about fostering a school culture that sends a clear message 
to every child that he or she can and will become prepared 
for college and be inspired to choose an exciting career 
path. Killybrooke students continue to achieve at high 
levels, consistently exceeding statewide expectations in 
core subject areas.  The state has an established target 
of 800 points on the Academic Performance Index (API) 
for all schools. Killybrooke’s current API score is 
867 - a reflection of continued excellence in academic 
performance. Killybrooke’s statewide ranking score 
increased from 7 of 10 to 8 out of 10 possible points and 
the Similar Schools Ranking continues to score a 10 out of 
10 (comparing Killybrooke to schools with similar student 
demographics including ethnicity, English Learner status, 
special education status, socioeconomic status). 

Dr. Hoggard and her husband, Bill, have two children 
who love to play sports and spend time at the beach. 
She enjoys spending time with her active family, running, 
and researching her family tree. She is looking forward to 
another outstanding year of learning at Killybrooke, as the 
staff and families continue their exciting efforts to transition 
to the Common Core State Standards to ensure every 
student is fully prepared for success in college and career.

3155 Killybrooke Ln., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7945  
http://killybrooke.nmusd.us

Dr. Lorie Hoggard
Principal

Football     Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one 

word will be left and that word you email to: 
Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com 

(Please put NMUSD in the subject line)

Rules!
Entries must be received by Nov 15, 21014

From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 
a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

Clipping
Coach
Conversion
Cornerback
Defense
Field Goal
Flanker
Goal Post
Interference

Kicker
Linebacker
Loss of Down
Offsides
Personal Foul
Possession
Quarterback
Roughing
Safety

Scrimmage
Special Teams
Super Bowl
Tackle
Tailback
Touchdown
Yardage

Congratulations to Shannon Lucker
Winner of the June Word Search Contest!

Our contests are courtesy of 
Barkate Orthodontics.

(please see page 23)
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Abraham Lincoln Elementary (K-6)

CAL State Fullerton
Carrie Gammel currently serves as 

principal of Lincoln Elementary School.  
Ms. Gammel received the Excellent Teacher 
Award from the California State Senate. 
Her 12 years of classroom teaching and six 
years of administrative experience enabled 
her to work with parents, teachers and the 
community to create a positive learning 
environment where every student can excel.

Ms. Gammel implemented a targeted, 
differentiated math program that was recognized by the 
California School Recognition Program and resulted in 
receiving the California Distinguished School Award. In 
addition to her training as a GATE coordinator and Positive 
Behavior Intervention and support coach, she designed 
and implemented core-curricular academic programs 
integrated with the fine arts and sciences. She coordinated 
and trained with the GATE department on how to identify, 
develop and support the intellectual talents of students 
who are academically advanced. To support this work, 
Ms. Gammel completed a master’s degree in educational 
leadership from California State University, Fullerton.

Ms. Gammel looks forward to continuing to build 
a strong partnership with her school family and local 
community to create a foundation for even greater success 
at Lincoln Elementary School.

3101 Pacific View Dr., Corona del Mar, CA 92625 • 949/515-6955 
http://lincoln.nmusd.us

Carrie Gammel
Principal

Newport Coast Elementary (K-6)

UC San Diego, University of La Verne
Dr. Duane Cox is thrilled to begin his fifth 

year at Newport Coast Elementary School 
(NCE), home of the Coyotes! He shares in 
the school and community’s pride for NCE’s 
accomplishments. NCE was recognized 
in 2010 and again in 2014 as a California 
Distinguished School. For 2014, NCE has 
also been recognized as an Exemplary 
Arts school. Dr. Cox believes that the 
NCE staff, parents, and students are truly 

distinguished. He feels privileged to serve with a staff that 
prides itself in their commitment to continuously growing 
student achievement and a culture of Professional Learning 
Communities. The parents provide tremendous support to 
the school, and the students at Newport Coast Elementary 
absolutely shine!

Dr. Duane Cox earned his B.S. in Biological Sciences at 
the University of California, at San Diego and his doctorate 
at the University of La Verne. He has 19 years of experience 
as an educator. He has had a variety of classroom teaching 
and leadership opportunities in Orange County schools. 
While at the Orange County Department of Education (OCDE) 
he served students and school districts throughout Orange 
County. Prior to his work at OCDE, Dr. Cox served as a 
principal at Dwyer Middle School and as a classroom teacher 
in the Huntington Beach City School District for 10 years.

Dr. Cox and his wife Sandy are proud parents of a five 
year old son, Cameron and a four year old daughter, Kibo 
Grace. Dr. Cox stated, “I am truly blessed in my work and in 
my home!”.

6655 Ridge Park Rd., Newport Coast, CA 92657 • 949/515-6975  
http://nce.nmusd.us

Dr. Duane Cox
Principal

Newport Heights Elementary (K-6)

Niagara University, State University of New York
I am very excited to start my fourth year 

as principal of Newport Heights Elementary. 
Congratulations Sharks! Last year, Newport 
Heights received the prestigious title and 
given the award of California Distinguished 
School. I enjoy being part of the high quality 
team of teachers, staff and parents. It’s a 
place that values both the academic and 
social/emotional development of each child.

I love being an educator and my goal is for 
every student to achieve his or her personal best. Before 
coming to Newport-Mesa Unified School District, I spent 
five years in the Ocean View School District where I served 
as an elementary school principal. Before that, I was an 
assistant principal in the Torrance Unified School district 
and an elementary teacher in the Oceanside Unified School 
District. I have an undergraduate degree in social work 
from Niagara University and my Masters is in Elementary 
Education from the State University of New York at Plattsburgh.

During this time in your child’s life, we will work 
together to develop a positive, productive experience with 
our school. Your involvement enhances the importance of 
a shared vision and clear expectations for our children. We 
believe in “Educating for Success” and are committed to 
working with our families so that our students can have the 
best education possible.

Newport Heights is looking forward to an exceptional year!
300 E. 15th St., Newport Beach, CA 92663 • 949/515-6970  
http://newportheights.nmusd.us

Kathleen Jaquin
Principal

Happy Thanksgiving
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Mariners Elementary (K-6)

Northern Illinois University
Pamela Coughlin started her career with 

Newport-Mesa Unified School District at 
Wilson Elementary School in 1998. Two 
years later she transferred to Mariners 
Elementary School where she has been 
for fifteen years. During these years she 
has been instrumental in having Mariners 
Elementary School receive the California 
Distinguished School Award in 2006 and 2014 
and the National Blue Ribbon award in 2007.

Before coming to Newport-Mesa Unified School District 
Pam was an assistant principal and principal in Palatine, 
Illinois for nine years. She earned her bachelor’s degree, 
master’s degree, and administrative certificate at Northern 
Illinois University.

Pam credits her career success at Mariners Elementary 
School to the many wonderful teachers, parents, staff, 
and students who have worked together to provide an 
outstanding educational environment where all members of 
the school community feel successful.

2100 Mariners Dr., Newport Beach, CA 92660 • 949/515-6960  
http://mariners.nmusd.us

Pam Coughlin
Principal

Newport Elementary (K-6)

Looking Forward to a Great School Year
Rich Rodriguez is excited to begin his 

second year as the principal of Newport 
Elementary School. He has worked in the 
Newport Mesa district for 17 years. Mr. 
Rodriguez taught and has been a principal 
at the elementary and middle school levels. 
As the principal of Charles W. TeWinkle 
Intermediate School and Newport Coast 
Elementary School, he was part of a 
collaborative team that implemented a 

targeted and systematic pyramid of interventions and 
enrichment model.

During his four years, 2006 through 2010, at Newport 
Coast Elementary School, this model propelled proficiency 
rates to the 90% level. They also successfully implemented 
a character education program based on coach John 
Wooden’s pyramid of success. As part of the TeWinkle 
Middle School team, they were successful in implementing 
an intensive intervention and enrichment model that met 
the needs of all students. Also, a successful positive school 
wide behavior model was implemented which focused on 
academic and social skills in order to give the students the 
tools they needed to be successful in high school. During 
his three years, 2010 through 2013, at TeWinkle Middle School, 
the school experienced continuous academic growth and for 
the first time past the 800 mark on the academic performance 
index benchmark with an API of 813 points in 2012.

Last year the Newport El team successfully 
implemented a positive behavior model and a character 
education program based on Coach John Wooden’s 
Pyramid of success. They also implemented a response to 
intervention and enrichment model to ensure all students 
receive extra support and enrichment on a daily basis in a 
systematic way. They are achieving these positive changes 
because Newport El operates as a professional Learning 
Community wherein collaboration, planning and data are 
utilized to create student success. Newport El is looking 
forward to a great 2014-2015 school year!

1327 W. Balboa Blvd., Newport Beach, CA 92660 • 949/515-6965 
http://newportel.nmusd.us

Rich Rodriguez
Principal

Newport Mesa Heating & Air
Residential & Commercial Service/Installation

www.NewportMesa-HVAC.com

Authorized York Dealer

Shannon
CA LIC# C-20-805512

We put our 
customers fi rst. 
We listen to you 
and help you fi nd 
what you need.

• 20 Years Experience
• Fast Response Time
• 10 Year Warranty 
 on York Products

Serving all of Orange County

(714) 323-1124  

• Apraxia
• Stuttering
• Articulation
• Tongue Thrust
• Receptive Language
• Expressive Language
• Assessment & Therapy
• Pediatric Private Practice

Ruth W. Bass, M.S., CCC-SLP
Speech & Language Pathology

1451 Quail St., Suite 105, Newport Beach, CA 92660
(949) 422-0730 • IslandTherapies.net
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Newport Harbor High School (9-12)

Drury College, Cal State Fullerton
I was born in Hong Kong and lived there for 

eight years. Because of the political uncertainty 
surrounding England’s pending handover of 
its colony to China in 1997 my dad decided to 
move our family to California in 1980.

My first experience in the United States 
took place in the third grade, and it was a 
culture shock. After quickly assimilating,  
I had great experiences all the way through 
Hoover High School in Glendale, California. 

After graduating, I took a “gap” year and worked for a food 
processing plant in Shuzoka, Japan, and for a computer 
chip trading company in Hong Kong.

After working and traveling, I enrolled at Orange Coast 
College (OCC). It was a great place to begin the college 
journey, and from there I earned a golf scholarship to Drury 
College in Springfield, Missouri. My family and friends 
thought I was nuts but I packed up my car, got a map, and 
arrived at Drury ready to earn a college degree. I graduated 
with a degree in history in 1996, and subsequently received 
a position in the athletic department as a graduate assistant. 
While working for Drury, studying for a master’s degree in 
English Education, I also taught world history at Kickapoo 
High School in Springfield. KHS was a wonderful start as there 
were some wonderful colleagues at the “Home of the Chiefs!”

In 1998, it was back to California to teach English 
within the Los Angeles Unified School District at McClay 
Middle School. The challenges at McClay were incredible, 
the students were determined to make a better life for 
themselves, and I learned a lot about English language 
instruction that ultimately turned into a passion because of 
my own experiences while assimilating to life in America.

After Maclay, it was onto Ensign Intermediate School 
in Newport Beach. It was during my first year at Ensign 
Intermediate School, that I started work towards being a 
school administrator. I earned a second master’s degree 
during the summer of 2002 from Cal State Fullerton. In 
the fall of 2003, it was onto Estancia High School in Costa 
Mesa, and for the next three years it was a great home as 
an assistant principal. From the fall of 2006 to 2008 I was 
the the assistant principal over guidance and curriculum 
at Laguna Hills High School, and for the past five years I 
have served as the schools’ principal. Laguna Hills High 
School will always have a special place in my heart, and 
the experiences there helped shape my administrative 
philosophy about the comprehensive high school dynamic 
and how to maximize the high school journey for ALL students.

As I go into my second year at Newport Harbor High 
School , my goal is to continue building upon the academic 
and co-curricular accomplishments that NHHS is known 
for throughout Southern California. I will contribute 
as much as possible so NHHS remains one of the best 
educational institutions in Orange County.

600 Irvine Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92663 • 949/515-6300

Sean Boulton
Principal

Paularino Elementary (K-6)

Universities: Michigan State, Eastern Michigan, La Verne 
Amy Nagy is beginning her second year 

as Principal at Paularino and eleventh year 
in NMUSD. She has worked in the field of 
education for more than 25 years. Throughout 
her career, she has been an elementary 
counselor, a teacher, a curriculum coordinator, 
and a principal. Dr. Nagy earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Michigan State University, her 
teaching certificate from the University of 
Michigan, her master’s degree from Eastern 

Michigan University, and her doctorate from the University of 
La Verne. In addition to her role as principal, she is a wife and 
mother of two college students, Michael, 20 and Nick, 18.

Dr. Nagy shared, “I am honored to serve this amazing 
community and look forward to another great year! Together 
with the support of our dedicated staff, enthusiastic students 
and supportive parents we have plans to build on what we 
began last year. We are especially proud of the great reading 
progress and our newly earned membership in the No 
Excuses University Network. Great things are happening at 
Paularino and I’m excited to be a part of it!”

1060 Paularino Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7950 
http://paularino.nmusd.us

Dr. Amy Nagy
Principal

Pomona Elementary (K-6)

UCLA, Cal State Fullerton
Megan Elsten Brown is returning for 

her fourth year as Principal at Pomona 
Elementary, a school where each member of the 
learning community believes that all students 
can learn at high levels and are committed 
to creating a caring and safe learning 
environment filled with high expectations.

Megan’s career has taken her around the 
globe as she has served as an elementary and 
high school teacher both home and abroad, 
a technology teacher leader and trainer, an 

ELD and intervention teacher, and family literacy coordinator.
Mrs. Brown has a deep love and appreciation for literature 

and literacy that she attributes to growing up in a family of 
educators, receiving a wonderful well-rounded education 
as a student in N-MUSD, and attending UCLA where she 
graduated with a degree in English literature. She also holds 
a bilingual teaching credential, a Masters in multi-cultural 
education, an administrative services credential, and 
completed N-MUSD’s Leadership Institute. Megan is in her 
second year at Cal State Fullerton’s Ed.D. program where 
she pursues a doctorate in P-12 educational leadership.

When she’s not focused on the field of education, Megan 
enjoys spending time with her four boys who are the light 
of her life.

2051 Pomona Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • 949/515-6980 
http://pomona.nmusd.us

Megan
Elsten Brown

Principal
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Everett A. Rea Elementary (K-6)

Universities: USC’s Rossier of Ed., Wisconsin-Madison, CSULB
Dr. Rayburn brings to Rea extensive 

experience in working with K–12 and higher 
education students in various public, private 
and nonprofit educational organizations. Her 
professional experience is all encompassing 
in science, technology, engineering and 
math subjects (STEM), college- and career-
readiness, dual-immersion language 
programs, professional development in line 
with 21st-century learning initiatives, and 

online learning and teacher preparation.
In her 2nd year as Principal of Rea Elementary 

School, Dr. Kalim Rayburn is excited to work with a 
team committed to providing students at Rea with more 
opportunities in STEM, VAPA (Visual & Performing Arts) 
and Leadership. She is excited to continue her work with 
the Rea faculty and staff who embrace innovative changes 
that support a learning environment relevant to the culture 
in which we are expected to prepare our students for 
college and career readiness. The Rea faculty has placed  
emphasis on being educators who model a love of learning 
and positive reinforcement where our students are part of 
a process that will change the way they think, learn and 
prepare for their academic journey.

Bilingual in Spanish and English, Dr. Rayburn received 
her doctoral degree in educational administration at 
USC’s Rossier School of Education; her M.S. in educational 
leadership and policy analysis, administrative and director 
of curriculum and instruction licenses at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison; and her B.A. in human development 
(with a minor in elementary education) and her Multiple 
Subject Teaching Credential at CSU Long Beach, where 
she also received an athletic scholarship to compete on 
the women’s golf team. While not at Rea, you can find Dr. 
Rayburn doing something active whether it’s teeing it up 
at the golf course, a USC football game, a Long Beach State 
Men’s Basketball game or volunteering for the Long Beach 
State Athletic Department.

661 Hamilton Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • 949/515-6905 
http://rea.nmusd.us

Dr. Kalim Rayburn
Principal

Sonora Elementary (K-6)

William Woods College, Arizona State University
For more than 30 years, Christine 

Anderson has been a passionate educator, 
excited about being a positive influence 
in the education of all students! Christine 
was born in Glendale, California, grew up 
in Phoenix, Arizona, and spent most of her 
adult life in the metropolitan Phoenix area. 
She attended William Woods College in 
Fulton, Missouri for two years and received 
her Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees from 
Arizona State University. She earned her 

administrative credential years later from Northern 
Arizona University.

Christine taught for many years as a primary classroom 
teacher in Arizona, with the exception of a two year 
position, as a Curriculum Resource Specialist, with the 
Santa Ana Unified School District. Before joining the 
Newport-Mesa Unified School District in 2002, as the 
principal of Sonora Elementary School, Christine had 
been an assistant principal of an alternative high school, 
principal of a K-8 school, in collaboration with Arizona 
State University, and principal of the Thomas J. Pappas 
School for Children of Homeless Families in Phoenix and 
Tempe, Arizona.

For the past 13 years, Christine has been the principal 
of Sonora Elementary School in Costa Mesa. Sonora 
School is one of four “No Excuses University” Schools in 
Orange County, which promotes college readiness at the 
elementary level. There are approximately 190 schools 
across the country in the NEU network of schools. As 
an NEU School, we believe that all students deserve an 
education that prepares them for college and the work 
place ~ and that begins in elementary school! The arts 
have been a huge part of the culture of Sonora School. The 
school was part of the ArtsConnect Grant for 7 years where 
dozens of Master Teaching Artists worked with students 
at the school each year. During this time, teachers learned 
how to infuse the arts into their academic curriculum, 
thus enhancing student learning. Sonora was the first 
elementary school in Costa Mesa to have an elementary 
band and Suzuki hand bell choir. Our show choir has 
performed such musicals as “Annie” and “Little Mermaid.” 
Sonora also has a part-time art teacher who teaches visual 
arts to all students in grades 1st – 6th. Each student makes 
at least one ceramic piece during the school year, which 
gets fired in our own kiln.

Christine feels privileged to be a part of the Sonora 
School family, where exceptional teachers teach the best 
students each and every day, and outstanding, involved 
parents contribute to the success of all students! Sonora 
students are college bound!

966 Sonora Rd., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7955 
http://sonora.nmusd.us

Christine 
Anderson
Principal

If you have lice, don’t panic...

www.pixielocks.com

Safe, Effective Lice Removal Service
Private and discreet~ we come to you!

Serving Orange County and the Los Angeles South Bay Areas

1.800.372.0373 • info@pixielocks.com
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Victoria Elementary (K-6)

CSULB, Point Loma Nazareen University, USC
Dr. Aaron Peralta will begin his seventh 

year as a principal. This year marks 
his first year as principal at Victoria 
Elementary. In his 17 years of service in the 
field of education, Dr. Peralta has served 
as a middle school English and history 
teacher, a high school history teacher 
and wrestling coach, and administrative 
positions which include middle school and 
high school vice principalships. Dr. Peralta 

earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science/Public 
Administration from California State University, Long 
Beach, his Master’s Degree from Point Loma Nazarene 
University in Educational Leadership, and his Educational 
Doctorate from the University of Southern California.

He is proud to work with a staff whose core values 
include the social and academic well being for every 
student. At Victoria Elementary we are committed to 
providing our students with the tools to succeed in 
secondary education while developing the whole child to 
produce productive, servant leaders in our community.

Our staff and parent leaders began the new school year 
with a morning of activities to define our year as one of 
‘Community and Commitment’. Our commitment to honor 
the traditions of the past and charter the future at Victoria 
remain a top priority as the school celebrates 50 Years 
of Excellence. We look forward to working with you as a 
school community to maintain the highest levels of student 
achievement, campus pride and customer service. Welcome 
to what is sure to be a great school year!

1025 Victoria St., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • 949/515-6985 
http://victoria.nmusd.us

Dr. Aaron Peralta
Principal

Charles W. TeWinkle

UC Irvine, Pontificia Univesidad Catolica del Peru, CSULB
Kira Hurst came from the Huntington 

Beach Union High School District 
where she was an administrator in 
Activities, Supervision, Guidance and 
Special Education. Prior to becoming an 
administrator, Kira taught many years 
in Social Studies and Spanish at both the 
middle and high school levels. She was also 
extensively involved in extra-curricular 
activities both in coaching and ASB.

Kira brings a strong multi-cultural background with 
her to Newport-Mesa Unified School District. She lived 
twenty-eight years overseas as both a student and later 
an educator for the Department of Defense Dependent 
Schools. Kira attended U.C. Irvine where she earned 
a Bachelor’s degree in History and Spanish. She also 
attended the Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Peru 
where she studied South American and Andean History 
and Politics and Spanish. Finally, Kira earned a Master’s 
Degree in Educational Administration at Long Beach State 
University. Kira has two sons, Kyle and Ryan and has lived 
the past twelve years in Costa Mesa.

Since arriving at TeWinkle, Kira has focused on 
supporting the teachers in their implementation of 
Common Core Standards and instructional strategies, 
expanding the athletic experience for the TeWinkle 
Students, raising school spirit through the addition of 
murals, supporting the new TeWinkle Cheer Squad, 
encouraging a more active ASB role in student spirit and 
including the surrounding community in school activities.

3224 California Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7965 
http://tewinkle.nmusd.us

Kira Hurst
Principal

Intermediate School (7-8)

Woodland Elementary (K-2)

UC Santa Barbara, UCI, University of La Verne
Principal Lauren Medve is beginning 

her twelfth year as principal of Woodland 
Elementary School. Prior to coming to 
Newport-Mesa, Lauren spent 20 years as an 
elementary school teacher in the Saddleback 
Valley Unified School District, as well as 
serving as an assistant principal in two 
of Saddleback Valley’s largest elementary 
schools. After serving as a principal in 
Orange Unified School District, Mrs. Medve 

was honored to join the Newport-Mesa Unified School 
District in 2003.

Lauren received her Bachelor of Arts in English from the 
University of California, Santa Barbara and her Standard 
Elementary Teaching Credential from the University of 
California, Irvine. While raising her three children, Lauren 

went on to receive her Masters in School Management and 
Administrative Credential from the University of La Verne. 
Lauren is pleased to continue as principal at Woodland 
Elementary with its exceptional students, dedicated staff 
and supportive parents.

Mrs. Medve and her husband, Ron, have made Mission 
Viejo their home since becoming educators in the public 
school system. Their three children attended Capistrano 
Unified School District and all reside locally keeping the 
family close by for family gatherings. Their oldest son 
recently married and is living in the Temecula area. Their 
middle son is recently engaged and their daughter just 
began her multiple subjects teaching credential through 
UCI and is currently doing her student teaching in the 
Capistrano Unified School District.

2025 Garden Ln., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • 949/515-6945 
http://woodland.nmusd.us

Lauren Medve
Principal
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Whittier Elementary (K-6)

Cederville College, Cal State Fullerton, CSULB
Mr. Scott Wilcox is beginning his second 

year at Whittier Elementary School. The 
principal reports that he loves being 
at Whittier with dedicated, caring and 
knowledgeable teachers and staff.

Mr. Wilcox has been in education for over 
25 years. He decided to go into the field in 
order to make a difference in people’s lives. 
He graduated from Cedarville College, 
and received his teaching credential from 

California State University, Fullerton. He later received his 
M.A. and administrative credential from California State 
University, Long Beach.

Mr. Wilcox has taught both elementary and middle 
school students, and has been a principal at three different 
schools. He is also bilingual in Spanish and English, and 
enjoys using this ability to engage the Whittier community. 
He says that Whittier “parents are the best”. They care 
deeply about family and have great expectations for their 
children.

Mr. Wilcox loves working directly with the students 
and teachers. When asked about his favorite thing in the 
field of education, he replied that it was “seeing the light of 
knowledge come on in a child’s face.”

In 2014-15 Whittier will be working on a new Dual 
Immersion program (Spanish/English) the program will 
begin in the fall of 2015 with kindergarten. The principal 
taught sixth grade in a dual immersion program and 
knows the benefits this type of program can offer students.  
Mr. Wilcox reports that Whittier has already hired a 
kindergarten teacher and he is very excited to offer this 
program to our community.

 Along with focusing on transitioning to the Common 
Core Mr. Wilcox said that Whittier will continue to work on 
building partnerships with the community. St. Andrew’s 
Church of Newport Beach began partnering with Whittier 
in the spring of 2014. The Principal said, “St. Andrew’s has 
been absolutely phenomenal in their support of Whittier 
Elementary School”. On a recent Saturday morning St. 
Andrews painted murals, planted vegetation and repainted 
areas, which needed touch up. Mr. Wilcox believes that it 
really does “take a village to raise a child” and is thankful 
for the community support

Mr. Wilcox volunteers at Community Hospital in Long 
Beach. His dog Zelda is a therapy dog, and they like to visit 
the patients in order to brighten their days

1800 Whittier Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • 949/515-6990 
http://whittier.nmusd.us

Scott Wilcox
Principal

Wilson Elementary (K-6)

Gonzaga University
This is Julie Perron’s 25th year as an 

educator, and her fifth year as Wilson 
Elementary’s Principal. She began her career 
with Long Beach Unified School District as 
a bilingual elementary school teacher. She 
then moved to Washington state to attend 
graduate school at Gonzaga University, where 
she received her MA and her PhD. While 
working on her doctorate, she taught ELD 
at the high school level, before becoming 

an elementary school principal in Forest Grove, Oregon 
and then Spokane, WA. Returning to Southern California 
is returning to her roots. Julie spends her free time 
enjoying her family, attending all three of her children’s 
sporting events, playing guitar and traveling. She also 
enjoys spending time with her 99 pound Yellow Labrador 
Retriever, Rudy (he’s lost five pounds since coming to 
California). She is excited to have the opportunity to 
continue to serve the families and community of Wilson 
Elementary, a place where great things are happening.

801 Wilson St., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • 949/515-6995  
http://wilson.nmusd.us

Dr. Julie Perron
Principal

www.TargetedHistoryTutoring.com
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Fall for Autumn Crafting!
By Evelyn Rogers, Newport Beach Public Library

This fall, let library resources help inspire your 
creativity! There’s so much to choose from, with books, a 
database, and events to attend. 

Try some fall crafting books: Super Simple Leaf 
Projects by Kelly Doudna shows you how to press and 
preserve leaves, and make nature-inspired crafts with 
them. 

Step-by-Step Crafts for Fall by Kathy Ross provides 
instructions on simple seasonal crafts, toys, and 
decorations you can make for a variety of fall holidays.

Paper Crafts for Halloween by Randel McGee provides 
instructions and patterns for eight spooky paper projects, 
including black cats and flying bats.

Creating Thanksgiving Crafts by Dana Meachen 
Rau shows how to make a cornhusk doll and more, 
with instructions for crafts and games perfect for a 
Thanksgiving celebration.

Visit the Craft Corner, part of the World Book Online 
database, accessible from home computers with a library 
card. Search for crafts with a keyword, and narrow results 
by age or other criteria. Hundreds of crafts available! 

Newport Beach Public Libraries Attend a library program 
All four Newport Beach Public Library locations have 

enjoyable children’s activities. 
 
Central Library Events

SPOOKtacular Crafts on Thursday, October 23 at 4p.m. 
Have a ghoulish afternoon at the library  creating 
Halloween inspired crafts.

Drop-In Crafts are held on the first Saturday of the 
month from 12–3  p.m. The next two are November 1 and 
December 6. Join us for an afternoon of crafting fun.

Frozen Party on Tuesday, November 4 at 4 p.m. We’ll 
make magical crafts and activities based on Disney’s 
Frozen. Register online beginning two weeks prior to event.

Central Library 1000 Avocado Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92660  
949/717-3800 • www.newportkids.org

 
Mariners Branch Events

Lego “Block” Party every Monday afternoon at 3 p.m.
Halloween Crafts on Tuesday, October 28 at 4 p.m. 

Halloween themed crafting fun for ages 3-8. 
Silly Science Show on Saturday, November 8 at 3 p.m. 

The Professor brings fun to the learning of basic science 
principles in a silly, interactive way.

Mariners Branch 1300 Irvine Ave., Newport Beach, CA 92660 
949/717-3838

 
Balboa Branch Events

Halloween Crafts on Thursday, October 23 at 3 p.m.  
Join us for fun and spooky Halloween crafting.

Fall Crafts on Saturday, November 22 at 3 p.m.  
Autumn inspired crafts aplenty!

Balboa Branch 100 East Balboa Blvd., Balboa, CA 92661 • 949/644-3076

 
Corona del Mar Branch Events

Ghostly Crafts on Wednesday, October 29 at 3 p.m. 
Join in the fun as we create haunted crafts.

Gobble-up Crafts on Wednesday, November 19 at 3 p.m. 
It’s time to get ready for Thanksgiving. Come to the library 
and start your holiday celebration with creative crafts.

Corona Del Mar Branch 420 Marigold Ave., Corona Del Mar, CA 92625  
949/644-3075

®
Education+Communication=A Better Nation

Join Our Sales Team!
Perfect for:

Stay-at-home Moms/Dads
Retirees...You!

• Name your own hours
• 25% Commission
• Sales experience helpful

kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com • www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

562-493-3193
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District Transportation

Publisher, Speaker, Honoree
Pete Meslin has been in the school 

transportation field for more than 30 
years. For the last 10 he’s been NMUSD’s 
Director of Transportation. Pete is a sought 
after presenter at national, regional, and 
state conferences on topics including 
management, leadership, and special 
education transportation best practices. He is 
also a member of several national standards 
committees, advisory, and editorial boards.

He has published numerous articles in school 
transportation, special education, and school business 
journals. He also has published the California State Guide 
for transporting students with disabilities.

Pete is the proud recipient of several honors including 
NMUSD Administrator of the Year, Orange County Friend 
of Special Ed, and the School Transportation News 
National Leadership Award.

2985-A Bear St., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-8903

Pete Meslin
Director

English Language Learners

Dedicated to Education
Karen Kendall is the Director of English 

Learner Programs for Newport-Mesa 
Unified School District. She is responsible 
for curriculum development, program 
implementation, compliance monitoring, and 
on-going support to thirty-four K-12 schools 
serving approximately 5,000 English Learners. 
Her responsibilities include overseeing the 
district’s Language Assessment Center as well 
as the School Community Facilitators.

Karen began teaching and working with English 
Learners and their families in 1975. Throughout her career, 
she has been a high school teacher and administrator and 
served as an elementary principal for six years prior to 
assuming her present position.

Karen was the recipient of the 2004 ACSA Region XVII 
Valuing Diversity Award. A speaker at county and state 
conferences, Karen’s major interests are in establishing 
systems that can lead to lasting improvements in schooling 
for English Learners. She teams with teachers and 
departments across the pre-K-Adult spectrum to develop 
programs, systems, and interventions that will enhance the 
educational experience of all English Learners (with a special 
eye on longtime ELs) and hasten their reclassification.

2985-A Bear St., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-8983

Karen Kendall
Director

Nutrition Services

Iowa State, University of Phoenix
Dale Ellis, R.D., M.B.A., S.N.S., has worked 

as a school nutrition professional for over 
23 years. She earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in foods and nutrition from Iowa 
State University, and a master’s degree in 
business administration from the University 
of Phoenix.

Dale has been a registered dietitian-
nutritionist for 30 years, and holds a School 
Nutrition Specialist Credential from the 
School Nutrition Association.

Dale has been the director of Nutrition Services for the 
past year after serving as district nutritionist for 12 years. 
As director of Nutrition Services, she is passionate about 
“feeding the future” and supporting student academic 
achievement by promoting healthy lifestyles.

Dale leads the Nutrition Services team in providing 
healthy and nutritious food choices. They partner with the 
schools to create a healthful environment for students, and 
utilize grant funding to provide nutrition education to the 
entire school community.

When not working, Dale enjoys an active outdoor lifestyle 
of golf, tennis, Disneyland, reading and listening to music.

2985-A Bear St., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-5000  
www.nmusd.us/depts/ns/resources_parent.php

Dale Ellis, R.D., 
M.B.A., S.N.S.

Director

School Health Services

UC Berkeley, UC Irvine, St. Mary’s College in LA
Merry has been with the Newport Mesa 

Unified School District since 1989 and has 
enjoyed many wonderful years in the district. 
Merry earned her Masters in Public Health 
from UC Berkeley, Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing from Mount St. Mary’s College in Los 
Angeles, Bachelor of Arts in Social Welfare 
from UC Berkeley, Family Nurse Practitioner 
from UC Irvine, and School Nurse Credential 
from California State University Sacramento.

She began in the District as a school 
nurse and is currently the Health Services 

Coordinator in the Division of Student Support Services. 
Merry’s public health background has provided a strong 
foundation for her role in school health. She has been 
recognized locally and nationally for her contributions to 
school nursing. With a solid 25 years in the district, Merry 
has enjoyed the privilege of watching students grow and 
develop into young adults. As the leader of the District Health 
Services team, Merry’s priority is to ensure students receive 
high quality health services at school and that students are 
healthy, enthusiastic learners. Merry is looking forward to the 
2014-2015 school year and supporting student health.

2985-A Bear St., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-5000

Merry Grasska
RN, MPH, 

FNP-C
Coordinator
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