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Finding Joy is the theme Superintendent Dr. Austin 
chose for this issue. When you read the articles, you will 
understand why the students experience joy at PAUSD.  
It is an exciting time to be a student. 

Perhaps this is a good time to stop and consider the joy 
in each of our lives. It seems our lives are on a fast pace and 
often it is necessary to take a personal time out for a few 
minutes to appreciate the joy around us.

Speaking of taking time out, thank you for your 
responses to our first issue. I especially enjoyed the 
comments on your contest entry emails. It was nice so 
many of our readers took time away from technology to 
put pencil to paper and work the word search. We have 
another contest on page 14 and a word search to enjoy 
on page 12.

Our next issue is May 8. Have a fun Spring Break!

Neta Madison
NetragrednikKay Coop

Founder/Publisher
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Full-Time | Part-Time | College Prep 
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UC, CSU and NCAA Approved

At FUTURES ACADEMY, 
we teach the science
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Enroll now for summer 
school and get 10% off 
tuition!** Call us today!

866.590.8594
Futures4u.com

With 1:1 instruction, we develop 
positive student - teacher interaction, 
growth mindset and grit, which lead 
to… improved happiness, increased 
motivation, and higher grades!

*Hinton, C., Harvard Graduate School of Education: Happiness and Academic Achievement.

HAPPY STUDENTS=HIGHER GPAS!*

**One-to-one classes only. Offer expires 3/15/19.

Cupertino, San Mateo,
Walnut Creek, Pleasanton
COMING SOON - Palo Alto
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Finding Joy
In this edition of the School News 

Roll Call, we asked our principals 
to think about ways we find and 
experience joy in PAUSD. Their 
eclectic messages demonstrate the 
many ways joy is interpreted by 
people within the same group.

I thought hard about my own 
request to identify sources of joy 
through my lens as a superintendent.  
My mind went quickly to a few 
different places. First, it’s difficult to 
think of anything more powerful than 
our youngest learners experiencing 
something for the first time. I can 
easily recall visions of students 
carrying mats to opening day 
assemblies on the blacktop, kids 
learning that they can ride tricycles 
in circles between lines, and children 
planting cloves of garlic in a school 
garden.

Joy is also found in the secondary 
students who discover that they have 
unique talents and gifts. For some, 
it takes several years to realize that 
they have something worth praise and 
sharing. The student who receives 
unexpected recognition, laughs, or 
smiles is something that is often the 
purest embodiment of joy.

In my role, I also have opportunities 
to see our employees flourish. Joy 
expounds from the person receiving 
their first professional job. At that 
point in time, their only thoughts are 
about proving that we made the right 
decision by picking them. I also love 
to see the veteran who is learning 
and innovating deep into their career. 
In that scenario, they can spread joy 
by sharing their expertise and love 
of learning with less-experienced 
colleagues. It is often a special cycle.

Good organizations find the 
gaps between the current state and 
existing potential. They work hard 
to make that space smaller. Great 
organizations do that work and also 
find time to celebrate the beauty that 
co-exists. There is no weakness in 
looking for joy. In fact, I would argue 
that it is the fabric of finding strength 
and leading healthy lives!

Encontrando alegría
En esta edición de School News Roll 

Call, les pedimos a nuestros directores que 
pensaran en las maneras en que encontramos 
y experimentamos alegría en el Distrito 
Escolar Unificado de Palo Alto (PAUSD, por 
sus siglas en inglés).  Sus mensajes eclécticos 
demuestran las muchas formas en que la 
alegría es interpretada por personas dentro 
de un mismo grupo.

Pensé mucho en mi propia búsqueda 
para identificar fuentes de alegría desde mi 
perspectiva como superintendente.  Mi mente 
fue rápidamente a algunos lugares diferentes.  
En primer lugar, es difícil pensar en algo más 
poderoso que cuando nuestros alumnos más 
pequeños experimentan algo por primera 
vez.  Puedo recordar fácilmente visiones de 
alumnos llevando colchonetas a las asambleas 
de apertura en el asfalto, niños aprendiendo 
que pueden andar en triciclos en círculos 
entre líneas, y otros niños sembrando dientes 
de ajo en un jardín en la escuela.  

La alegría también se encuentra en los 
alumnos de secundaria que descubren que 
tienen talentos y dones únicos.  A algunos les 
toma varios años darse cuenta de que tienen 
algo que vale la pena elogiar y compartir.  
El alumno que recibe un reconocimiento 
inesperado, se ríe o sonríe, es algo que a 
menudo es la representación más pura de la 
alegría.  

En mi rol, también tengo oportunidades 
de ver a nuestros empleados florecer.  La 
alegría brota de la persona que recibe su 
primer trabajo profesional.  En ese momento, 
su único pensamiento es demostrar que 
tomamos la decisión correcta al elegirlo/a.  
También me encanta ver al veterano que está 
aprendiendo e innovando profundamente 
en su carrera.  En ese escenario, pueden 
difundir la alegría al compartir su experiencia 
y su amor por el aprendizaje con colegas con 
menos experiencia.  A menudo es un ciclo 
especial. 

Las buenas organizaciones encuentran 
las brechas entre el estado actual y el 
potencial existente.  Se esfuerzan para hacer 
ese espacio más pequeño.  Las grandes 
organizaciones hacen ese trabajo y también 
encuentran tiempo para celebrar la belleza 
que coexiste.  No hay debilidad en buscar 
la alegría.  De hecho, ¡yo diría que es la 
estructura para encontrar fortaleza y vivir 
una vida saludable! 

Superintendent

乐在其中
在本期“学校新闻总览”，我

们邀请了校长来探讨我们在帕洛
阿尔托联合学区（PAUSD）寻
找和体验快乐的方式。其不拘一
格的留言表明同一群体中的人们
对快乐的多种诠释方式。

我仔细思考了自己的请求，通
过我作为学区总监的视角来探索
快乐的源泉。我的思绪很快就飘
落在几个不同的场景。首先，难
以想出比我们最年少的学生第一
次体验某些事物更大的快乐。我
对学生们带着垫子去观看柏油路
开幕式集会的情景记忆犹新，孩
子们获知他们可以在路面上骑三
轮车兜风，而且他们可以在学校
的花园里种植大蒜。

中学生也会找到快乐，他们发
现自己有独特的才能和天赋。对
于某些学生来说，需要几年时间
才能意识到他们有值得称赞和分
享的事情。获得意外认可、欢笑
或微笑的学生往往是快乐最纯粹
的体现。

在我的职场生涯，我也有机会
看到我们的员工蓬勃发展。欢乐
从接受第一份专业工作的新人那
里得到了印证。那一刻，他们唯
一的想法是，因为自己被录用，
因此证明我们的决定正确无误。
我也乐于看到那些在职业生涯中
深入学习和创新的老将。在这种
场景里，他们可以通过与缺乏经
验的同仁分享其专业知识和对学
习的热爱来传播快乐。这通常是
一个特殊的循环。 

优秀的组织会发现当前状态与
现有潜力之间存在差距。他们努
力工作来缩小差距。伟大的组织
会为此而奋斗，但也有时间庆祝
共同存在的美好。寻找快乐没有
弱点。事实上，我认为这是发现
优势和引领健康生活的历程！
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Great Educators, Students, Parents
Throughout my professional career the 

most joyful experience without question is 
serving as an elementary school principal 
with the Palo Alto Unified School District. 

There is nothing better than opening 
up school at Barron Park Elementary each 
morning. Each day begins 30 - 45 minutes 
prior to student arrival. As the minutes tick, 
slightly past 8:00 am a healthy level of energy 
develops as 250 students are welcomed on 

campus and families are greeted and/or checked-in with 
before they need to go to work. The 8:15 am bell rings 
and the campus is calm. Students are on time and in their 
classrooms. 

High quality instruction begins thanks to the thoughtful 
planning and preparation of our dedicated and professional 
teaching staff. Our exceptional office and custodial staff 
takes care of the final few details making sure the entire 
school is ready and settled in for the learning objectives of 
the day.

A successful start to each day sets the tone for the 
important work of teaching and learning.

A school with outstanding teachers is essential for 
this learning to take place too. The Barron Park staff is a 
special group who inspire me and many others each day. 
Their commitment to ongoing professional development, 
reflection in practice, embracing site and district goals, and 
working tirelessly to make sure each child can reach his or 
her maximum potential is truly exceptional. As the year is 
now ½ complete I reflect and look forward with great pride, 
joy, and admiration this exceptional group provides to our 
students each and every day.

Barron Park not only has great educators and students, 
it has great parents. Joy is also found serving a parent 
community that not only wants the best for their child but 
wants the best for all children. This is truly a wonderful, 
warm, and caring collection of families that honor and 
support our educational initiatives and make significant 
contributions supporting and enhancing our efforts. It is 
my privilege to serve and support them on their 6-year 
elementary school journey.

Eric Goddard
Principal

Barron Park Elementary School
800 Barron Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306 • 650/858-0508 • barron.pausd.org

Tremendous Growth
One of the most unique and rewarding 

aspects of working at Addison Elementary 
School is that our staff has the opportunity 
to observe students’ cognitive and social-
emotional growth for six years. When the 
students come to us in Kindergarten, they 
are full of awe and wonder. Every moment 
presents an opportunity for discovery and the 
students are quick to share their connections 
and understandings.

As the students move through first and second grade, 
they build the foundations of literacy and math and new 
worlds are exposed where students discover they have the 
ability to gain knowledge from multiple sources. They have 
an opportunity to make sense of the world around them 
through reason and rationale.

In the intermediate grades, our 
students’ minds expand with the 
understanding of how and why things 
work and the importance of history and 
culture. They study Native Americans, 
CA History, the Civil Rights Movement 
and many other significant topics and 
it’s fascinating to hear them draw 
parallels to their own lives.

I often revel in the fact that I have 
the joyful opportunity to experience 

this tremendous growth over a six-year period. Besides 
the academics, these students have grown in so many 
wonderful ways including developing kindness, empathy, 
generosity, perseverance and honesty. As a fifth year 
Principal at Addison, I can easily speak about how each of 
our intermediate students have developed in unique and 
significant ways and the stories that provide the evidence.

The joy of working at Addison Elementary School is that 
each staff member, in his or her own unique way, is invited 
in to the lives of the students and their families. We are 
by their side during good times and bad supporting them 
through their challenges and successes. We often not only 
are rewarded with watching one family member grow but 
also frequently welcome siblings into that journey. Each day 
brings new and unexpected observations and revelations 
and I feel tremendous gratitude to be a part of these 
changes and develop alongside our students at Addison.

Amanda Boyce
Principal

Addison Elementary School
650 Addison Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301 • 650/322-5935 • addison.pausd.org

The Joy and Pride of Addison School! May Fete Parade 2018

http://barron.pausd.org/
http://addison.pausd.org/
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Our Pride Continues to Grow!
Our community greatly 

values the power of a positive 
outlook. We look for progress 
and celebrate accomplishments, 
we accept challenges and reflect 
on our efforts, when we see that 
someone needs a helping hand 
and we reach out. That’s what 
Duveneck Dragons do: we give 

our best and work hard. We live, learn and grow 
with joy along the way.

During our first staff meeting of 2019, our faculty team 
identified things, moments and experiences that spark joy 
across our school community. As you might expect, many 
of responses included: being excited of returning to school 
after Winter Break, seeing students’ progress towards a 
higher benchmark, welcoming newcomers, sharing ideas 
and connecting with friends. Other responses were a bit 
more complex: watching strugglers gain in confidence, 
seeing a student master a skill after much persistence, 
witnessing students allow themselves to be vulnerable and 
reach out to new friends, and feeling that those who need it 
are getting support.

And a few examples of joy 
were very personal: having 
gratitude for my Duveneck 
family, partnering deeply 
with families to design 
triangulated plans of support 
for a child, being fully 
present to support students’ 
needs, laughing together, 
feeling inspired, and 
knowing that we are being 
our best.

While these are just snippets of how our teachers 
approach the work of teaching and learning, these joy-filled 
moments layer upon themselves to create a positive culture 
that is enthusiastic, inclusive and fun. It is our obligation 
and our privilege to help our students to recognize joyful 
moments as we guide them on the path toward becoming 
life-long learners. It is our responsibility to instill a desire 
to live and learn joyfully, and to model how rewarding it is 
to be your best self each and every day.

As we enter the second half of our school year, the 
Duveneck staff and I are looking forward to building on 
the momentum we have generated so far and we are very 
excited by the potential of our future.

Chris Grierson
Principal

Duveneck Elementary School
705 Alester Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94303 • 650/322-5946 • duveneck.pausd.org

Hidden Gem in the Heart of Midtown
The Hidden Gem was overflowing with joy 

as we returned to school following the winter 
break. As families entered campus, faculty 
and staff reunited, and students ran to greet 
friends, the significance of being connected 
and a part of our unique community was 
palpable.

Upon returning from our two-week 
break, I was elated to see that my calendar 

indicated that instead of meetings, I would be spending 
time with staff and students, visiting classrooms, and on 
the playground. Witnessing an entire campus resume as 
if we had never left, was powerful. Classroom and school-
wide rituals and routines are so deeply embedded into our 
culture, that we transitioned seamlessly into the new year.

Each classroom brimmed with welcome back activities 
that thoughtfully reconnected classroom communities. The 
relationships that have been cultivated between teachers 
and their students, and among students, is significant. As 
a result, teachers were able to begin dynamic instruction 
in poetry, informational writing, character study, non-
fiction reading, mathematical problem solving, division, 
measurement, electricity and magnetism, engineering and 

more! The joy that radiated from teachers as they created 
opportunities for students to engage in meaningful learning 
was incredible! As an instructional leader, observing a well-
executed lesson is always exciting. However, watching a 
joyful educator teach a well-executed lesson is even better. 
El Carmelo educators are remarkable professionals, as 
this work is just as nuanced and specific as our pupils. Our 
students thrive when their teachers are joyful in their work.

Our students are remarkable human beings. Watching 
them grow and develop socially, emotionally and 
academically from the beginning of the school year to now 
is immensely satisfying. Students who started the school 
year acquiring another language are now communicating 
confidently in English. Children who found losing at four-
square or tether ball infuriating are using their calming 
tools and communicating their feelings appropriately. 
Students who were unsure about their peers are inclusive 
and welcoming. Reluctant readers are voraciously devouring 
books in a series, and recommending books to their peers. 
The growth (sometimes exponential) that our students 
have made is profound. I am looking forward to 2019 being 
filled with continued partnerships between parents and 
educators. Our children deserve a community that cares 
deeply, works collaboratively and as often as possible, 
joyfully.

Danaé Reynolds
Principal

El Carmelo Elementary School
3024 Bryant St., Palo Alto, CA 94306 • 650/856-0960 • elcarmelo.pausd.org

http://duveneck.pausd.org/
http://elcarmelo.pausd.org/
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Joyous New Year Greeting
When I think of ‘Joy’ at the middle school 

level, my mind wanders to the ideas of 
discovery, accomplishments, independence, 
new friends, a great book, school dances, 
activities and, of course video games. I also 
think of connections made with/by teachers 
and staff that inspire creative & critical 
thinking, collaboration, and educational risks 
and challenges while guiding, encouraging 

and supporting our students within a compassionate and 
nurturing environment.

Ellen Fletcher Middle School offers, not only a robust 
middle school experience, but also a safe social, emotional 
and academic arena where students take risks, explore 
passions and investigate interests in and out of the 
classroom with their learning. We take pride and ‘joy’ in 
embracing an inclusive learning environment.

Tons of ‘joy’ can be seen in and around Fletcher during 
the school day. You can see celebrations of our students 
in a variety of venues. It has been seen at the recent 
Drama production of Seussical and Band, Orchestra, and 
Choir concerts. Learning and developing a new language, 

creating new projects in art, computers, broadcast and 
industrial technology. It is also found with the continual 
exploration of learning within our academic classes 
(English, Social Studies, Science and Math). Middle School 
would not be the same without ‘joy’ during the navigation 
of learning with peers in social settings. ASB, teacher 
sponsorship of student interest Clubs, dances, GSA, lunch 
activities, Spirit Days, staff vs. student games, 6th grade 
Science Camp, and Youth Community Service (YCS) are a 
few examples.

‘Joy’ can also be seen through the rich support of our 
Fletcher Parent Community. Our PTA, parent networks, 
and many parent volunteers provide endless hours of 
support to our staff, students and community. They are 
dedicated and passionate about all things Fletcher. They

can be seen in, around, and behind the scenes of our 
campus regularly championing ideas.

The joy of learning is as indispensable in study as 
breathing is to running. — Simone Weil

The ‘joy’ of the home/school, staff/student, and PAUSD 
community connections are a strong value at Ellen 
Fletcher. We are excited about our second semester and 
welcoming more ‘joy’ at Fletcher Middle School.

Melissa Howell
Principal

Ellen Fletcher Middle School
655 Arastradero Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94306 • 650/856-9810 • fletcher.pausd.org

Friends Around the World
As I visit classrooms, I see the work of 

teaching and learning in action. I am lucky 
to capture moments of joy and happiness in 
our students, staff, parent and community 
volunteers. Together 
we are providing 
opportunities for our 
students to make 
memories from the 
experiences at school that 

will shape their worldview. Our school 
motto is Friends Around the World. 
A 4th grade student recently created 
this symbol of our motto with LEGO 
Minfigures...something he knows about 
what brings me joy!

These are some examples of how we 
create space for joy at Escondido.

Students come up with fun ways to 
greet one another during Responsive 
Classroom morning circle activities, 
and move to GoNoodle mindfulness 
activities. Children enjoy the 
responsibility to choose the books 

they want to read through independent reading. In 
writing workshop, students are inspired to be real writers 
and choose for themselves what topics to write about. 
Classes practice daily mindfulness and yoga outside on 
the blacktop. Students enjoy reading 1:1 with Avenidas 

Senior volunteers developing the love 
of learning and reading together. 
Classes utilize Seesaw a digital portfolio 
to communicate with parents about 
projects and daily learning. Students are 
proud to display Spectra art and social 
studies projects in the classroom and 
windows. Teachers empower students 
to address school-wide issues, research 
possible solutions and present ideas 
through persuasive essays. Students 
develop and practice leadership skills 
through the Noon Sports program.

As you can see, at Escondido we 
have a variety of ways we create joy in 
our school community. We are looking 
forward to providing more memorable 
opportunities in 2019 to expand these 
purposeful moments of joyful learning 
with our Friends Around the World.

Escondido Elementary School
890 Escondido Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94305 • 650/856-1337 • escondido.pausd.org

Marcela Simoes  
de Carvalho

Principal

From Andy to his Escondido family. 
“Friends Around the World” in LEGO

https://fletcher.pausd.org/
http://escondido.pausd.org/
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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JOY I feel
Joy is hearing the sound of a child’s 

laughter and giggle splashing in a puddle 
Joy is seeing a child smile as if no one is 
watching during a read aloud by their teacher

Joy is giving high-fives to little hands and 
saying hello to everyone in the hallway

Joy is feeling the warmth of a big bear 
hug from the same 3rd grader everyday 
Joy is cheering on students in a game of 

four-square and basketball during recess
And hearing a student shout out with excitement, 

knowing they just learned a new concept
Joy is greeting parents and opening car doors for 

students during morning drop-off
Joy is seeing the school community come together 

during difficult and trying times and knowing there is 
always a rainbow after a storm

This is just a snippet of JOY I feel at Fairmeadow 
Elementary — Iris Wong

Fairmeadow Elementary
500 E. Meadow Dr., Palo Alto, CA 94306 • 650/856-0845 • fairmeadow.pausd.org

Iris Wong
Principal

A rainbow over Fairmeadow.

www.calpristineortho.com
750 Welch Road, Suite 102, Palo Alto, CA 94304

A spectacular smile that will last a lifetime!

650-325-2496
Se Habla Español

10% discount for all Palo Alto students! Exp. 4/30/19

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Freshly prepared every day
with premium ingredients!

477 S. Cali fornia Ave. Palo Al to,  CA 94306
650-329-0700

www.izzysbrooklynbagels.com

410 California Ave. Palo Alto, CA 94306

4 generations of Fine Craftsmanship

 650-323-0409  |  thecobblery.com

http://fairmeadow.pausd.org/
http://calpristineortho.com
http://izzysbrooklynbagels.com
http://thecobblery.com
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Joy in Serving Others
As middle school educators, we recognize 

that students experience joy in their growing 
sense of agency during the years in 6th 
through 8th grade, especially.

Student agency refers to 
learning through activities that are 
meaningful and relevant to learners, 
driven by their interests, and often 
self-initiated with appropriate 
guidance from teachers. To put it 

simply, student agency gives students voice and 
often, choice, in how they learn. (https://www.
renaissance.com/edwords/student-agency, 2019)

Becoming more independent, navigating an 
expanding academic and social environment and 
incorporating new learning are critical elements on 
the road to becoming healthy teenagers and adults. 
So much of this happens in middle school! We see 
joy in those students who stretch into positions 
of leadership and run for ASB office, for example, 
or those who join clubs for the first time or start 

participating in their own IEP or 504 meetings. Students’ 
increasing sense of agency is evident also when they 
participate in Service Learning events, like our upcoming 
Day of Service on February 28. We can all find joy in 
serving others!

Valerie 
Royaltey-Quandt

Principal

Frank S. Greene Jr. Middle School
750 N. California Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94303 • 650/494-8120 • greene.pausd.org

Joy is Everywhere!
At Greendell School 

joy is found simply by 
visiting our campus. The 
school community at 
Greendell is unique in 
that all of our programs 
focus on early childhood 
education for children 
and their families: it is a 

very special place where the youngest 
students in our community begin their 
love of learning. We are lifelong learners 
and our students are diverse: families 
with babies to five year olds learning 
about parenting and making friends 
in the process, high school students 
learning about child development 
and teaching young children, pre-
kindergarten children engaging in 
joyful learning experiences and staff 
collaborating with their colleagues to 
create an incredible community for 
all learners. Joy can be found every 
day in the little moments and the big 
milestones, and all we have to do to see 
it is take a look around our school…

Joyful Moments
• Palo Alto High School students in the Early  

        Childhood Development class planning and  
        leading engaging lessons in our classes: from  
        sensory play for two year olds to an in-depth  
        exploration of arachnids and their webs for  
        five year olds.

• PreSchool Family parents in their night class  
        play with toys and classroom materials and  
        learn more about engaging their children by   
       observing their play. 

• Transitional Kindergarteners writing stories  
        about making new friends in the classes next  
        to theirs.

• Breaking ground on our new play area that  
        is accessible for all children – joy is watching  
        the dump truck arrive and the front loader  
        scoop up dirt.

• Children holding hands with a classmate with  
        special needs on the way to the playground  
        and going down the slide together: not  
        thinking about their differences, just playing  
        with their friend.

• A Young Fiver learning how to ride a two- 
        wheel bike for the very first time.

• Staff going on a photo scavenger hunt from the  
        perspective of their students — we love our work.

Shannon Coleman
Principal

Greendell School
4120 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94303 • 650/856-0833

A young child reaching out to 
pet a chicken when the Animal 

Assisted Happiness mobile 
barnyard comes to visit.

https://www.renaissance.com/edwords/student-agency
https://www.renaissance.com/edwords/student-agency
https://greene.pausd.org/
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Joy Comes from Many Places
Joy can be found in many places at 

Gunn. It is amazing how much joy animals 
bring to our campus from the weekly visits 
by the Canine Companions in Training to 
the Petting Zoo animals (goats, bunnies, 
chickens and guinea pigs) the week before 
finals. Students and staff 
visibly radiate joy when given 
the opportunity to interact 
with animals big and small.

I know as a teacher, I found joy when a 
lesson came together and the students and 
I were clicking on all cylinders in learning 
new ways to think and use knowledge 
from each other. I witness the same thing 
with our staff members as they interact 
with students. It may not happen every 
day for every teacher or staff member but 
when it does, students and staff light up. 
I find joy in the productions of our Visual 
and Performing Arts Department, from 
Metamorphoses to Band and Orchestra 
concerts to participating in a Japanese Tea 
Ceremony with the Ceramics class. Joy is 
created from the small thoughtful things 
I see students do to take care of each 

other on a daily basis. It also comes from the bigger events 
planned by our students through Student Activities such 
as the Cozy Snowmance and the Ping Pong Tournament 
before the Winter Break and the upcoming Winter Sports 
Rally.

I hope second semester is filled with joy for you and your 
family.

Kathie Laurence
Principal

Henry M. Gunn High School
780 Arastradero Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94306 • 650/354-8200 • gunn.pausd.org

Hoover Hedgehogs are Joyful!
Those of us in education understand there 

is no career quite as rewarding. Interacting 
with children and watching them work and 
play with each other brings all of us joy.

For me, simply seeing the children each 
morning gives me joy. As each child hops 
out of the car with a unicorn backpack or a 
Spiderman lunch box, I can’t help but smile. 
“Good morning, Mr. Sherman!” from a 5-year 

old fills my heart with joy. What a wonderful way to start 
the day!

Learning is a joyful practice. Children love to discover, 
experiment, share, and engage with the world around 
them. Our teachers have been sharing those joyful 
practices with me, and I want to share them with you:

“I noticed joy in my students as they shared with their 
reading groups the activities that they participated in over 
break. Sharing memories of vacations, presents, and spending 
time with family members brought joy to their faces.”

“Having meaningful discussions on empathy and 
treating others fairly during morning meeting times; being 
kind and inclusive to new students who have joined our 
classroom; and letting others go first or use an item first 
before taking our turn.”

“My class did ‘secret snowflake’ in December. They made 
really nice, creative gifts for one another like origami, 
ornaments, puzzles, and 3D snowflakes. Some students 
made extra gifts for students who weren’t their secret 
snowflakes or did extra nice things for other students….”

“Excitement around their ‘cause groups’ - 3rd grade 
opinion writing project to make a change in the world.”

“Being assigned a partner and realizing that the two of 
you have more in common than you knew; completing a 
hands-on craft and learning that you get to take it home; 
and being invited to play with new friends while out on the 
yard.”

From the playground to the classroom, each day at 
Hoover is filled with joy!

James Sherman
Principal

Herbert Hoover Elementary School
445 E. Charleston Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94306 • 650/320-8106 • hoover.pausd.org

http://gunn.pausd.org/
http://hoover.pausd.org/
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Joyful Bobcats Abound!
Joy is found in so many 

moments, both large and 
small, at Briones and it is 
considered most important 
that we help all members 
of our learning community, 
both big and small, to 
continue finding joy in each 
and every day!

Joy is seeing a snowman from a bird’s 
eye view and catching a snowflake on our 
tongue in a winter self-portrait made in 
art class.

Joy is a student’s “Ah ha!” moment!
Joy is a giant staff appreciation 

luncheon and staff members “whooping 
it up” in the staff room in celebration of a 
child’s accomplishment.

Joy is a science experiment with a surprise!
Joy is excitement in writing “Warm Wishes” to give to 

others.
Joy is friends walking together arm in arm, a 

spontaneous conga line at recess, and getting outside to 

play moments after the rain has stopped 
and the sun appears!

Joy is seeing staff members going out 
to dinner together after school.

Joy is creating a school-wide quilt 
for Unity Day – “Share our similarities, 
celebrate our differences!”

Joy is wearing pajamas to school 
for PJ Day for both kids and adults and 
celebrating Pirate Day in Kindergarten!

Joy is grade level teams sharing a 
laugh during planning time.

Joy is “Fun Friday” when music 
requests are played on the big speaker 
during lunch and kids dance freely 
around the campus.

Joy is a full staffroom at lunchtime.
Joy is running a three-legged race 

in celebration and cooperation during 
Inclusive Schools Week.

Joy is a student coming to visit a previous teacher 
during recess time.

Joy is a simple and most vital part of each and every 
of our days. When we seek it, our lives are enriched, 
relationships are deepened, and learning comes alive!

Katy Bimpson
Principal

Juana Briones Elementary School
4100 Orme St., Palo Alto, CA 94306 • 650/856-0877 • briones.pausd.org

Students Thrive
Ask any middle 

school student what 
brings them joy, and 
more than 80% will 
probably say video 
games or Fortnite. 
I am confident my 
two sons in 7th and 
9th grade would answer the question that 

way. And while this answer will make adults want to sigh 
or roll their eyes, it’s part of what makes adolescents so 
fascinating! Adolescents are developing in so many ways, 
increasing their reasoning skills and independent thought. 
Middle school students are at an age where they like to 
make their own choices. While students may not express 
joy and passion in a traditional way, JLS provides a rich 
middle school experience with ample opportunities for 
students to explore and discover new things.

After going through the 6th grade elective wheel, 
students choose which electives to take in 7th and 8th 
grade. Looking through the JLS course catalog, there are 
over 30 elective choices that range from year-long music 
and foreign language classes to semester options in the 

areas of art, drama, and CTE classes. JLS even 
offers specialty classes such as Marine Biology and 
Design and Technology Studio. Every time I walk 
into an elective class, I see students exploring, 
discovering, planning, and collaborating. They find 
joy in being able to explore a passion or interest. The 
structure of elective classes is somewhat different 
from a traditional academic class. Students are often 
working on a project that they have to plan and 

manage on their own or with a group.
Middle school students are also developing socially. 

Adolescents have a strong need for belonging, and the 
need for peer approval becomes increasingly important, 
sometimes even more so than the need for adult approval. 
Our Associated Student Body (ASB) supports numerous 
lunchtime clubs. This year, JLS has 39 clubs including 
Ukulele Club, Youth Community Service (YCS), GSA, and 
Gaga Ball. Lunchtime clubs provide a common space for 
students to socialize with other students with similar interests.

Whether it is their classes, lunchtime clubs, or other 
school activities, students enjoy learning more when they 
feel connected and have a sense of belonging. At JLS, 
we strive to create a middle school environment where 
students thrive.

Lisa Hickey
Principal

Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School
480 E. Meadow Dr., Palo Alto, CA 94306 • 650/856-5188 • jls.pausd.org

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://briones.pausd.org/
http://jls.pausd.org/
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The Joy of Reading
Reading is such a joyful 

experience when you can 
shut out the distractions 
of daily life, get caught 
up in a great adventure, 
solve a mystery, learn 
something new, or simply 
enjoy beautifully crafted 
language! Reading has 
brought me joy since I was 

a young child discovering the wonders of 
the public library. In my mind, I can still 
hear the repeated calls from my mother to 
get my nose out of a book because it was 
time to set the table. I shared that love of reading with my 
own children, reading to and with them, laughing at funny 
phrases, investigating the wonders of science and exploring 
imaginary worlds in our minds. Children who are read to 
in their families bring this excitement about the world of 
books with them as they start school.

There is nothing more important than teaching children 
to read in elementary school. Reading is the foundation for 
nearly all other learning. We love this work, and we give it 
our very best efforts. Nixon first grade teacher, Kim Powell, 
has taught kindergarten, first and second grades at Nixon, 
but she is adamant that first grade is her favorite because 

of the joy she feels in watching 
her students unlock the secrets of 
reading! The challenging work of 
teaching children to decipher the 
letters on the page, string the words 
together into phrases and sentences 
that have meaning, understand 
characters and plot, features of 
informational text, and intent on 
the part of the author carries us 
through the elementary grades. We 
know that our success depends on 
continuously inspiring children to 
love reading, to keep working hard 
because the reward of reading ever 

more challenging text is worth the effort.
Nixon fourth grade teacher, Kerrie Edmonds, recently 

shared a success she had with interesting two of her 
students in reading a series of novels by an author new to 
them. She was excited because she knows how important 
it is for students to read a large amount of text. Volume of 
reading influences the acquisition of vocabulary far more 
effectively than studying vocabulary words in isolation, 
so we need children to read, read, read! They only do this 
when they find joy in reading. Parents, please help us to 
grow the love of reading in your children. Read with them, 
visit the library and let them see you read!

Mary 
Pat O’Connell

Principal

Lucille M. Nixon Elementary School
1711 Stanford Ave., Stanford, CA 94305 • 650/856-1622 • nixon.pausd.org

Finding Joy
With the hustle and bustle of our busy 

bee lives, it can be easy to overlook the 
simple details that infuse joy into our daily 
experiences. A tree swaying in the gentle 
wind, the smell of fresh rain, children’s 
laughter, the taste of that first sip of your 
favorite piping hot liquid in the morning.

At the start of the school year, Ohlone 
staff engaged in learning about joy. We 

watched Ingrid Fetell Lee’s TED Talk, Where Joy Hides and 
How to Find It, which inspired us to think about how joy is 
present in our physical environment. On a quiet afternoon, 
our staff went on a “joy hunt.” We put on our joy detective 
hats in search of joy at Ohlone. We walked down our 
hallways, looked at the entrance of our school, investigated 
classrooms, spent time on the farm, and scoured our 
playground and exterior walls for signs of joy.

We discovered student created murals and art work, 
a sparkly clean campus, beautiful landscaping, humor, 

positivity, student voice, and places for human connection 
and coziness. Our classrooms are filled with student 
work, opportunities for independence, and messages that 
promote inclusion, acceptance, and kindness. Outdoors, 
our students have the opportunity to appreciate nature, dig 
in the dirt, and learn by doing.

The warmth and joy of Ohlone comes from within. Our 
school is a warm and welcoming environment because 
of the people who care. Parents are in classrooms 
supporting teachers and students. Teachers, specialists, 
and instructional aides create a respectful learning 
environment with opportunities for students to express 
themselves, be curious, and most importantly, make 
mistakes. Our office and custodial staff work hard to 
ensure that our students have a safe place to play and 
learn. Parents and staff are in PTA and CVC meetings 
developing ways to bring more joy and connection into our 
community.

By definition, our kids are the essence of joy. They 
inspire us to keep looking through the joy lens as we join 
them on our shared journey of life, love, and community.

Dawn Yoshinaga
Principal

Ohlone Elementary School
950 Amarillo Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306 • 650/856-1726 • ohlone.pausd.org

Three Nixon first graders excitedly  
sharing a book about spiders!

http://nixon.pausd.org/
http://ohlone.pausd.org/
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Endless Opportunities
The wonderful thing about working 

on a high school campus are the daily 
opportunities to make decisions that truly 
impact the lives of students. As a high school 
principal, I reflect back to my teaching days 
when these opportunities were  mostly 
limited to the groups of students whom I 
was privileged to work with. Now, each day, 
I step out of my office and get to choose 

from over a 100 classes and the many common areas that 
students and staff congregate. I am fortunate to have 
endless opportunities in which to observe and interact 
with students, teachers and staff. Each day, I find joy and 
witness joy others. Let me share some recent experiences

Before winter break, one of our veteran English teachers 
hosted a “poetry in your pocket” event. Students and 
staff could choose a prewritten poem from a hat or could 
share original work. This event brought a diverse group 
of students together in our student center to share poetry 
through a microphone in a very safe space. I saw so much 
joy on students’ faces who were empowered to share the 
spoken word. I was very moved by some of the original 
poetry I heard. Our students are so talented.

I attended a Field trip with our Sociology class to 
downtown San Francisco where we visited with leaders 
in the Tenderloin district who were advocating for the 
homeless. While this is a very serious topic, I found joy in 
talking with our students at lunch after the experience and 
hearing about what they learned and now they might help 
solve a very important social issue.

Our entire student choir helped to say goodbye to  
Mrs. Benfield who has been the assistant to the last seven 
principals. It was an impromptu invitation in the guidance 
office where the students  completely circled a very lucky 
group of staff. We were treated to the nuanced harmonies 
of some holiday favorites. It was ten minutes of pure joy.

Each year, I attend the last of our float building days 
during Spirit Week to watch the frenzy of our students 
finish up their works of art. One week of work goes into a 10 
minute presentation at the football game. Each year, some 
classes finish early and without fail, they chip in to help 
other classes who were struggling. It is a moment of joy

Our Futures class invited several other schools to attend 
a dance during the school day. There was popcorn, hot 
dogs and of course dancing! Witnessing our students, many 
of which live with moderate to severe disabilities, have a 
chance to let loose with their peers was a joyful experience 
for all.

Lastly, as I was leaving my office today, I struck up a 
conversation with a student who was thumbing through a 
scholarship reference book. We had a great conversation 
about her plans for college. She was so excited for this next 
step. I made sure she knew who the adults were on campus 
that could assist her. This was a great end to an otherwise 
routine day.

There is no other job in the world where so much 
potential exists each day. There’s so much joy they can be 
uncovered and I enjoy the adventure of seeking it out every 
day.

Palo Alto High School
50 Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94301 • 650/329-3701 • paly.pausd.org

Adam Paulson
Principal

Fun Things and Places—Word Search
CARNIVAL

HOME

SCHOOL

PARK

SLIDES

SWINGS

ROAD TRIP

PARTY

MOVIE

POOL

FOREST

CAMP

SEASHORE

FARM

ZOO

HIKE

BIKE RIDE

REUNION

CRUISE

SKATING

VIDEOS

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://paly.pausd.org/
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Finding Joy in School
Safety, choice, interest, 

purpose, trust, challenge, 
resilience; these are 
some of the important 
prerequisites to have a 
school filled with engaged, 
joyous learning. I am often 
inspired by what I see as 
I visit classrooms because 

the traits listed above are all evident 
as I observe. In one recent observation, 
the teacher asked students to decide as 
a team what they would need to set up 
successful settlements in various parts of 
California. The lesson was messy and loud. Students were 
researching and sharing their ideas. They were arguing 
and compromising. They were growing. They were joyous. 
At the end, every member of the class left the room talking 
about their projects and excited to learn more. This is the 
joy I hope to see every day at Palo Verde.

As we returned from winter break, Palo Verde launched 
a weekly math challenge for upper grade students. During 
their recess and lunch, students may try out a challenging 

math problem posted outside 
of the office. After the problem 
of the week was initially 
announced that day, students 
swarmed the window and 
brought their friends to try the 
challenge. There is no prize 
associated with the weekly math 
challenge, but many students 
are eager to solve it because 
there is joy in the struggle as 
they work to find the answer.

With 400 young children 
at Palo Verde it is easy to 
experience joy each and 

every day. Students often find joy by connecting with 
friends, being creative, and answering the challenge to 
try something new. They are focused on learning about 
kindness and friendship, math and reading, science and 
the arts. They push themselves to grow because there is 
little risk if they don’t find immediate success. Learning 
in elementary school is a challenge and a game – and it is 
joyous. It is my goal that Palo Verde students will continue 
to find this joy as they grow.

Hillary Miller
Principal

Palo Verde Elementary School
3450 Louis Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94303 • 650/856-1672 • paloverde.pausd.org

4th grade students research and discuss the items 
needed to create a settlement in California.

Pursuit of  
Lifelong Learning

As an integral part of 
PAUSD, the Adult School is 
unique as our focus involves 
voluntary enrollment in the 
pursuit of lifelong learning. 

I find great pleasure 
when individuals discover 
the thrill in learning 

something new, whether it’s a new 
language or parenting for the first 
time. Whether you want to learn a world language, cook 
international dishes, try woodworking, upholstery, birding, 
ikebana floral design, or enhance your art, gardening, or 
music skills, we have a class for you. It brings me joy to be a 
part of the team that makes this possible.

Sandra Cavanah has taken multiple adult school classes 
because she finds the time commitment minimal, the 
learning environment supportive and the instructors highly 
skilled. Among her course selection, Sandra has taken 
Spanish, cooking and Italian. Sandra says, “Each quarter, 
I find a number of classes that interest me and support my 
pursuit of lifelong learning.”

Professor Michael Saunders has found the study of 
world languages to be a vital part of his international 
travels as Stanford Professor, Department of 
Management Science and Engineering. Michael studied 
Spanish for ten years with Adult School instructor, 
Leo McCord Salazar. More recently, he has been 
studying Mandarin with Lucia Wu. Whether Michael is 
presenting at an international conference or helping a 
friend shop in a foreign land, he finds that people “light 
up” and appreciate his effort at conversing in their 
native language. Michael says, “During my last visit to 
China, it was very helpful to be able to say a few key 

phrases to company colleagues. Pinyin is most useful for 
speaking and email. Ms. Wu is a knowledgeable, patient and 
wonderful teacher.”

Lisa Leinbaugh enjoys art and cooking. Lisa signed up 
to take Zaida Soriano’s Tamale Party cooking class. Last 
year, she learned how to create a story with her paintings in 
Shaowei Liu’s Classic Illustration art class. Lisa says, “It was 
exciting to figure out how to bring multiple images together 
into a new composition. The most valuable part of the art 
class was having an expert eye and critique on my work. 

The adult school is very convenient and the quality of 
instructors has been fabulous!”

Dave Hoshiwara
Principal

Palo Alto Adult School
50 Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94301 • 650/329-3752 • paadultschool.org

https://paloverde.pausd.org/
http://paadultschool.org/
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Road Trip—Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put Palo Alto in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by March 30, 2019
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble.
MAPS 
BLANKET
GPS
PILLOW
MOTEL
HUMOR
HOTEL
CAMERA
CAR GAMES 
BOOTS
SNACKS

SUNGLASSES
WATER  
SUNSCREEN
CLOTHING 
CELL PHONE
RADIO
MONEY
FLASHLIGHT
CREDIT CAR
SPARE TIRE

Congratulations to Devin Singh
Winner of our November Word Search Contest!

The Joy of Giving
Her head hung low, chin pressed against 

her chest. Softly, the sounds rolled out of her 
mouth, but they did not make sense to her. 
Tears welled and her heart pounded hard 
in her chest. Why was this so hard? It didn’t 
make sense to her. She tried day after day, 
but she could not break the code making 
meaning from these symbols. A warm and 
supportive glance from her teacher gave her 

hope. After many weeks of Reading Recovery I was invited 
to listen to her read. Her finger planted under 
the words which flowed beautifully from her 
energized voice page after page. She then 
looked at me and explained her thoughts on 
the story. She was excited! She had done it. 
She had successfully decoded the words to 
make meaning of the story being told. She 
could read! Pure joy exuded from her heart 
and her smile. She persevered, with courage 
to try and motivation to achieve this skill, she 
did it! Joy!

Fire blazed for weeks. Homes destroyed; 
families losing everything. We watched 

from afar, feeling the pain and helpless to do anything. 
Except, not so helpless. Students from Walter Hays with the 
guidance and organization of 4th grade teachers decided 
to help. They began a drive to support the victims of the 
Camp Fire in Paradise, with new socks, paper goods and 
toiletries. Students from all grade levels were invited to 
donate these items. The teachers and students collected 
these donations for three weeks and on Sunday, December 
23, 4th Grade teacher Jessica Tolerba and Reading 
Specialist Kathleen Bransfield drove and delivered these 
items to Paradise. The Joy of Giving!

Mary Bussmann
Principal

Walter Hays Elementary School
1525 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94301 • 650/322-5956 • hays.pausd.org

4th Grade Students and Staff who planned, organized and implemented the drive to 
support the victims of the Camp Fire, Paradise, California.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:Kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=Palo%20Alto
http://hays.pausd.org/
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Despite pediatricians’ ongoing 
recommendations to curb kids’ 
screen use, the Common Sense 
Census: Media Use by Kids 
Age Zero to Eight 2017 found 
that families with young kids 
are buying up mobile devices, 
using screens before bed, and 
streaming tons of video. But 
plenty of parents think their 
own kids’ media use is perfectly 

fine, and most believe that on the whole, it’s good for kids. 
So what does it mean when the reality doesn’t match the 
recommendations? It’s time for new rules.

Not no rules, just different ones -- you may be OK for 
now, but studies show that media use steadily increases 
as kids get older, and there are risks to overexposure. 
Changing your approach to screen management before the 
tween and teen years will increase the chances that the 
stuff they’re interacting with is (mostly) good for them. 
It also allows you to think more deeply about how, when, 
and why you want your family to be using technology, so it 
enhances and enriches your lives.

Interestingly, the census found that even with all the 
new things kids are doing, their total daily amount of 
screen time hasn’t changed that much in six years. That’s 
good news because as long as you have basic limits, you can 
focus on choosing quality media and tech to make screen 
time really count. And with many parents reporting that 
media use benefits their kids’ learning and creativity, the 
new rules call for co-viewing and co-playing to boost those 
positive benefits (rather than screaming at your kids to 
turn off the computer).

Some parents ask: Why restrict media at all? Because 
honestly, nothing takes the place of the things that are 
proven to be best for little kids’ bodies and minds, like 
talking, playing, growing bored, and learning how to do 
stuff -- especially in the crucial early years of a kid’s life. At 
the end of the day, it’s not your doctor you have to answer 
to -- it’s your kids. Media and tech are and will continue 
to be huge in their lives. Start now to create a balanced 
approach that keeps everyone healthy.

Common Sense Media is an independent nonprofit organization offering 
unbiased ratings and trusted advice to help families make smart media 
and technology choices. Check out our ratings and recommendations at 
www.commonsensemedia.org

Christina’s Book Review

Politely Funny
How Rude!: The Teen 

Guide to Good Manners, 
Proper Behavior, and Not 
Grossing People Out

The book title is self-explanatory. Hands 
down, this was one of the most enjoyable, 
fun, informational, entertaining, captivating 
book I have ever read. “Good manners don’t 

cost anything. You can have the BEST for free.” You can 
look up a specific topic or read the whole thing for all-
around understanding of manners. So, why choose good 
manners? I will answer with one quote from the book: “We 
used to spend every Christmas with my aunt. I was always 
nasty, bored and annoying brat. When she died, I lost out on 
her $1,000,000 will.” There are manners for behaving with 
friends, parents, teachers, employers and much more. The 
best part is that the book demonstrates how good manners 
bring you many benefits (for instance, get you a job or get 
help from teaches) versus how bad manners are detrimental 
to your life. I give this book a 5 out of 5 stars. 465 pages, but 
what a worthy reading!

 Christina J. is an 9th grader. Christina is an avid reader, who enjoys 
a good book about some great adventure, mystery or action. She is a 
hard-working student and a young author herself. In 5th grade she wrote 
a book Melody’s Stories: I Am a Spy Now, published by Studentreasures 
Publishing (PIN #3582798).

Christina J.

Common Sense Media

Healthy Media Habits for Young Kids
By Caroline Knorr

Katie’s Review

Confidence is Key
Inspired
Imagine being 

put into two worlds 
and interchanging 
between the two with 
just a mirror. That was 
normal for Rocket, 
whose life seemed 

to be falling apart. Her aunt was 
apparently a muse who needed her 
help immediately. Rocket had just 
moved to a new house and a new school, and with the chaos 
going on between the “real” world and the “imaginary” 
world, she didn’t know how she would be able to survive. 
Everything was just so new to her. But through hard work 
and lots of love, Rocket learned that she is the biggest 
person in her own life. I rate this book a five out of five 
stars. It taught me that confidence is the biggest influence 
that you can have on your own life.

Katie is a ninth grader. Her passion is writing and she likes finding new 
ways to structure poetry. She is working on creating a story line with a 
series of poems. In her spare time, she enjoys soccer, song writing and 
reading books.

Katie C.

http://www.commonsensemedia.org
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