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New School Year Off to a Great Start!

Making the Grade – It’s official! Orchard Hills is now a K-8 school!

The staff greeted K-4 students along with the existing grades 5-8 on the first day of school with a photo booth and a tunnel of welcoming high fives.
Above are Orchard Hills counselors Sarah Montes and Christine MacInnis, Principal Cindy Agopian, assistant principals Mai Huynh and Jaclyn Spangler,
and TUSD Educational Technology Coordinator Garrett Kerr. (Please see Orchard Hills School story on page 18.)

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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THE LUXURY TO LIVE WELL

NEW HOME COLLECTIONS FROM THE $1 MILLIONS
Orchard Hills is conveniently located at the corner of Portola Parkway and Culver Drive in Irvine.

VILLAGESOFIRVINE.COM

949.284.8837

Villages of Irvine® and Orchard Hills® are registered trademarks of The Irvine Company LLC, used for marketing villages of new homes in Irvine, California USA. All projects are in planned communities developed
by Irvine Community Development Company LLC, an affiliate of The Irvine Company LLC. “Masterfully Planned by The Irvine Company” means that the Irvine Company created the master land plan for all Irvine
Company communities. The “master land plan” includes the overall entitlement and design of each community but does not include the design, construction and sale of homes. The design, construction and sale
of homes is the sole responsibility of community builders. The Irvine Company is not designing, constructing or offering homes for sale in any community. Amenities, plans, pricing and product illustrations are
subject to change. The Resort at the Groves exclusively serves residents within the Groves at Orchard Hills. Model photography for illustrative purposes only. ©2018 The Irvine Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Highly Trained Staff Equals Student Success
In Touch with TUSD
Tustin Unified’s secret sauce is our
people! Each year, the Board sets goals and
priorities that advance student learning and
the organization. These advances are made
because of the hard-working, creative, and
passionate employees of the District. Eightyfour percent of the District’s operating
Gregory A.
Franklin, Ed.D. budget is spent on our people, and we invest
Superintendent
heavily in their development.
This summer held excellent training
opportunities for certificated and classified staff. Over
1,500 employees participated in a variety of seminars and
trainings that furthered their ability to engage students
and meet their needs. They include:
• Intentional Energetic Presence – impacting
students, parents and colleagues with positive intentions
• Inclusion strategies for special-needs students
• Summer Learning Lab
• Digital Storytelling
• Readers and Writers workshops
• Social-emotional learning
• GATE Summer Scholars
• Apple classroom training
• Next Generation Science Standards strategies
• Mathematical Standards of Practice
• Cognitively Guided Instruction in mathematics
• Coaches training
• Workplace safety
• Technical training in roofing, electrical,
and painting trades
Most of these trainings were led by TUSD staff who
enthusiastically shared their expertise. The next effective
strategy for student success is a highly trained and
engaged staff. In TUSD, that means it should be another
outstanding year!

Mark Eliot
Director of Communications & Public Information

Eight TUSD Schools Named
California Honor Roll Schools
Eight schools in the Tustin Unified School District have
been selected as 2017-18 Honor Roll schools by Educational
Results Partnership (ERP) and the Campaign for Business
& Education Excellence (CBEE). They are Guin Foss, Hicks
Canyon, Ladera, and Myford elementary schools; Orchard
Hills School; Pioneer and Utt middle schools; and Beckman
High School.
TUSD’s eight Honor Roll schools were recognized
for demonstrating consistent high student academic
achievement. For the high schools, the Honor Roll
recognition also includes measures of college readiness.
The CBEE Foundation and ERP annually identify and
honor the highest performing public schools in California –
approximately 1,798 this year.

TUSD Makes the College Board’s
Eighth Annual AP District Honor Roll
The Tustin Unified School District has been named
to the College Board’s eighth annual AP District Honor
Roll. TUSD is only one in four Orange County school
districts among 34 California districts — and 447 across
the U.S. and Canada — recognized for expanding access
to Advanced Placement courses and increasing the
percentages of students scoring a 3 or higher on their
AP exams. The College Board administers the Advanced
Placement program, which enables students to do collegelevel work while they’re still in high school. Students can
also earn college credit and placement through AP exams,
which are given in May and scored on a scale of 1 to 5.

Board of Education

Tammie Bullard
President

James H. Laird
Vice President

300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • (714) 730-7339
Explore www.DestinationTUSD.org
For the latest information:
@TUSDschools and
@SuptFranklin
TUSDschools
www.tustin.k12.ca.us
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Francine Scinto
Clerk

Jonathan Abelove
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TUSD News and Announcements
By Mark Eliot, Director of Communications and Public Information
Tustin Unified School District

TUSD Hosts
Student Film Festival
The Tustin Unified School District held is first
districtwide Elementary Student Film Festival last
spring, celebrating the innovative work many teachers
and students have explored in digital storytelling. The
event was held in the Beckman High School Performing
Arts Center with over 300 students, teachers, parents
and administrators in attendance. The red carpet event
honored students for their creative work as writers
and filmmakers. Jonny Parker, a fourth-grade teacher
at Robert Heideman Elementary School, emceed the
program, which showcased 33 short films and involved
nearly 200 Transitional Kindergarten (TK) through
sixth-grade students. Student award-winners received
mini-Oscar statuettes in categories such as Best Plot
Twist, Best Character Development, and Most Meaningful
Movie. The event was a big success and students, teachers
and parents are already looking forward to next year’s
student film festival.

Teachers See the

Possibilities
At Oaks Christian School, Mary Kay Altizer applies
her passion for the arts and educational technology
as she leads the school’s performing arts department,
including a cutting-edge digital recording and
production program.

School Cafeterias Get a Gold Star
in Food Safety
The Environmental Health Division of Orange County
has given the Award of Excellence to the school cafeterias
at Columbus Tustin, Currie, Pioneer and Utt middle
schools; Orchard Hills School; and Beckman and Foothill
high schools. Only schools with cooking kitchens are
eligible to win this award.
The award is given to establishments in recognition of
consistently protecting the residents and visitors of Orange
County through excellence in food safety and sanitation at
the food establishment. The Award of Excellence Program
was implemented in 1999 in an effort to encourage food
establishments to strive for excellence in food safety and
sanitation practices, and to recognize those who succeed in
these areas. This year’s award recipients were determined
by a review of the establishment’s inspection reports.
“The inspection reports from these cafeterias indicate
that the food handling practices and overall sanitation
at their facilities were outstanding during the past year,”
TUSD Nutrition Services Director Teresa Squibb said.

Azusa Pacific’s School of Education prepares graduates
like Mary Kay to see and cultivate the potential in
every student. Advance your calling with a master’s
or doctoral degree, credential, or certificate from
a top Christian university and join a collaborative
community of educators who will help you make
an even greater impact.
Now enrolling for three start dates throughout the year.
Apply by November 12 and join us this spring!

Programs available at six Southern California
locations, including APU’s

Orange County Regional Campus

School of Education
apu.edu/education
Oaks Christian School, Advanced Digital Recording Class, Performing Arts Chair, Mary Kay Altizer, M.A. ’15
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TUSD Board Names “Gerry Aust Activity Center” at Hewes School
In honor and celebration of Gerry Aust’s deep and long-lasting
contributions to the Tustin Unified community, the TUSD Board
of Education at its May 21 meeting approved to dedicate the
activity center at Hewes Middle School as the “Gerry Aust Activity
Center.” A dedication ceremony will be held at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday,
October 2 at the school. The public is invited.
“Gerry always focused on the students and what better
way to pay tribute and honor this TUSD Icon,” School Board
President Tammie Bullard said. “His memory will live on for years
and decades to come for the students, staff, parents, and the
community.”

Gerry Aust

Gerry and Diane Aust Receive TSMA Community Service Award

Diane Aust, seated, is congratulated by TUSD Board of Education members Lynn Davis and Jonathan Abelove;
TSMA President Troy Fresch; Board members Tammie Bullard, Francine Scinto, and James Laird;
and Superintendent Dr. Gregory Franklin.

Longtime educators and community volunteers Gerry
and Diane Aust received the 2018 Community Service
Award from the Tustin School Management Association
at its annual “Friends of the Tustin Schools” Community
Dinner. The Austs were recognized for their outstanding
contributions and support of students and schools in the
Tustin Unified School District.
After a long career in TUSD, both retired educators and
administrators continued to stay in touch with schools.
For 22 years, the Austs volunteered to lead Tustin middle
school students to Washington, D.C., shepherding over
2,500 students and making history and democracy come
alive for them.
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Additionally, the Austs have been involved with
numerous school and community groups, such as the
Tustin Public Schools Foundation – Dinosaur Dash and
Teacher of the Year Dinner, Tustin Area Council for Fine
Arts, Tustin-Santa Ana Rotary Club and others.
“Gerry and Diane Aust mean so much to this
community,” TSMA President Troy Fresch said. “Sadly,
we lost Gerry last year, and words are not enough to
express our gratitude and appreciation for both Gerry and
Diane’s generosity, caring and selfless service over the
years. They are an inspiration to us all.”

September / October 2018
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(714) 731-0215
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We have been serving the
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highest level of eye care.
We provide:

• Comprehensive Eye Exams
• Contact Lenses: Multifocal,
Astigmatism, Colored, Ortho K
• LASIK Consultation
• Designer and Luxury Eyewear
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in the News articles start this issue off with
highlights of TUSD excellence. The school pages
throughout this issue add to the excitement of
a new school year and what’s ahead. We look
forward to continuing to bring you the news from
the classrooms every other month throughout the
school year.
Thank you for entering our contests and for
your comments when you email the answers.

Happy Halloween
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Fall Volleyball Programs for
Girls 14 & Under
Pre-Tryout Clinics
Prepare for Tryouts in October!
August 28 - October 4
Tuesdays & Thursdays
6pm - 7:30pm
14 & Under Club Volleyball Tryouts
Saturday, October 6th
Sunday, October 7th
12U - 10:30am - 12pm
13U - 1:30pm - 3pm
14U - 4:30pm - 6pm

12U - 10:30am - 12pm
13U - 1:30pm - 3pm
14U - 4:30pm - 6pm

Looking for a Brief Introduction to Club Volleyball?
Try our Fall Future Stars Programs for Girls Ages 10-14!
Fall Session # 1

August 27th – October 10th

Fall Session # 2

October 15th – December 21st

Practices: Mondays & Wednesdays, 4:30pm - 6:00pm
Momentous Volleyball Club | 14522 Myford Rd., Irvine CA 92606
www.momentousvbc.com | info@momentousvbc.com | (714) 389-7333
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Arroyo Elementary School
11112 Coronel Rd., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7381

New Opportunities

One of our teachers said, “Morning meetings provide
incredible opportunities for us to get to know different
layers of our students and for our students to learn new
things about one another. They are changing the tone of
the classroom environment!”

The Arroyo Elementary School staff
launched the new school year renewed and
determined to provide our scholars with a
calm and intentional start to each day by
engaging them in
morning meetings.
The goals of morning
Katy Sheyka
meetings are: to
Principal
build community in
the classroom and fulfill children’s
need to belong, feel significant, and
have fun; to build trust and set a
positive tone for learning; to merge
social and academic learning;
and to practice or reinforce key
academic skills.
The four components of morning
meetings are greeting, sharing,
group activity, and morning
message. Morning meetings, which
last about 15 minutes, foster skills
which enable students and adults
to exchange perspectives and
ideas, explain their thinking, and
critique the thinking of others in
safe ways.
Arroyo teacher Tara McHugh’s third-grade class engages in a Morning Meeting.

Arnold O. Beckman High School
3588 Bryan Ave., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-2900

“Challenge Success”
This year, Beckman High School will
be participating in a program called
“Challenge Success.” It’s a program
designed to maintain the current academic
levels which we are so proud to have
achieved, but address the potential stress,
anxiety, and/or competition that often
Dr. Donnie
exists at a high-performing high school.
Rafter
Principal
“Challenge Success” comes out of The
Stanford Graduate School of Education
and has been implemented successfully at high schools
across the country. The program is essentially a targeted
self-study and draws highly on information presented
in the book “Overloaded and Underprepared” which is
also published by the creators of the Challenge Success
program. A number of our staff members have committed
to reading the book in an effort to better educate themselves
on the issues potentially present in our current culture.
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Beckman freshman and junior varsity cheerleader Alannah Patterson
rallies students at a recent Homecoming assembly.
September / October 2018
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Barbara Benson Elementary School
12712 Elizabeth Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7531

Building a Community of Learners
This year, in addition to providing
students with a strong academic education,
Benson Elementary School will focus on
building community through our Positive
Behavior Interventions and Supports
(PBIS) community, our buddy classrooms
community, and our parent community.
Jackie Christy
As a PBIS school, Benson places a priority
Principal
on meeting the needs of all students. We
recognize that emotional wellbeing is as important as
teaching students to read. Children need strong socialemotional skills to thrive, both in the classroom and in
life. This year we will strengthen our PBIS program by
teaching empathy, problem solving, self-regulation, anger
management, and other critical social skills.
This year, Benson will also expand our Buddy
Classrooms program by partnering upper-grade students

with primary students and students from our Special
Day classes. Buddy group activities include Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) challenges,
social and emotional lessons, parties, buddy reading, and
more. Buddy Classroom communities foster leadership
and mentoring skills, cooperation, and cross-grade-level
friendships.
Finally, this year Benson continues to build our parent
community. We invite parents to be involved in a variety
of ways: Parents in Action; volunteering in the classroom;
Muffins with Moms; Donuts with Dads; Coffee with the
Principal; Lunch with a Loved One; School Site Council
(SSC); English Language Advisory Committee (ELAC);
academic family nights; Friday flag ceremonies; and PTO
events, such as special parent and child nights, movie
nights, Trunk or Treat, and more!
We can’t wait to see what an impact our communities
will have at Benson this year!

Benjamin Beswick Elementary School
1362 Mitchell Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7385

Bobcats Ready
to Thrive!
Welcome to the
2018–2019 school year!
This year at Beswick our
theme is “Explore Your
Full Potential!” Our goal
Stephanie Yang is to continue to engage
students in rigorous,
Principal
standards-based learning
opportunities that will prepare them to
become active and skilled 21st-century
leaders.
Our dedicated teachers and staff
members returned before the school year
began to engage in six powerful days
of professional learning and planning.
Two of those days were spent learning
with Nick Johnson, a leader in the
mathematics world.
We are energized and excited to be offering our
students excellent educational programs and practices.
This includes a Fitness Monday P.E. program in all
grades, MTSS reading and math intervention, Cognitively
Guided Instructional (CGI) strategies in mathematics,
along with Readers and Writers Workshop, social studies,
NGSS Science, and robotics. There is also music for the
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Some of Beswick’s primary teachers and Nick Johnson
at our summer CGI Training!

third- through fifth-graders, FIBO art, social-emotional
wellness lessons through a new school counselor, character
development, and much more.
We will also continue to engage students in our exciting
STEM space called The Bobcat Den. This allows them to
explore and engage in the design and engineering process.
The staff, students, and families of Beswick are “Ready to
Thrive”!

Columbus Tustin Middle School
17952 Beneta Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7352

A Welcome Transition
Middle school can be an intimidating—
and even frightening—transition for many
students and parents. At Columbus Tustin
Middle School, our Where Everybody
Belongs (WEB) program provides sixthgraders with the support they need to
Maggie Burdette successfully start their middle school
experience. Thanks to our eighth-grade
Principal
WEB leaders, they start middle school on a
positive note, feeling safe and accepted and knowing that
they are Bulldogs!

In August, nervous sixth-graders arrived on the
Columbus Tustin campus for the very first time to
participate in WEB orientation. They were greeted by
eighth-grade leaders with music, cheers and high fives. Our
WEB leaders were carefully selected and trained to become
mentors, advocates, and guardians for our sixth-grade
students, making sure they are not being bullied, and, if
they are, taking appropriate actions to stop it.
Welcome to our new Bulldogs! We know you will all be
successful at Columbus Tustin!

Eighth-grade W.E.B. leaders celebrate after a successful sixth-grade orientation day.

Interchanging Flavors!
Over 60 Toppings!

15% Off

Not good with any other offer.
Expires 10/31/18

spoonmeyogurt.biz

(714) 602-7887

7520 E Chapman • Suite B • Orange

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

SUPPORTS TUSTIN UNIFIED SCHOOLS

Local FREE Flower Delivery
or 20% Off One Gift Item with Ad
13544 Newport Ave. Tustin, CA 92780
(714) 731-2111 • thehivefloraldesign.com
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A.G. Currie Middle School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7360

A Passion for Learning
Erick Fineberg enters his fifth year
as the principal of A.G. Currie Middle
School. Mr. Fineberg brings his continued
enthusiasm and passion for children and
learning to our school.
A graduate of U.C. Irvine, with a bachelor’s
Erick Fineberg degree in psychology and a master’s degree
in education, and a teaching credential
Principal
from UCLA, Mr. Fineberg brings a wealth of
knowledge, high expectations, and a commitment to see
that all of our students will learn at the highest level. He
taught for the Long Beach, Irvine, and Capistrano districts
before joining Tustin Unified in July of 2009.
Over the past 23 years, Mr. Fineberg has served as
an instructional aide, teacher, assistant principal, and

principal. Among his accomplishments, he has been
appointed to the California Department of Education’s
Title I Committee of Practitioners, received the Order of
Omega National Honor Society award, presented strategy
workshops for teachers, and has written several articles for
various educational publications.
Under his leadership, Mr. Fineberg’s schools have also
received multiple honors, including National Blue Ribbon,
California Distinguished School, California Gold Ribbon,
Title I High Achievement, and CBEE Honors School.
Mr. Fineberg looks forward to the coming school year
at A.G. Currie Middle School, one filled with exceptional
student academic and social growth. Currie Middle School
will be a National Blue Ribbon School by developing
academic relationships to grow students who are socially
and emotionally connected, passionate for learning, and
academic risk-takers within a rigorous curriculum.

Helen Estock Elementary School
14741 North B St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7390

New Beginnings!
Estock Elementary
School welcomed
students back to
school this month,
and we are excited to
begin another year!
Wendy Hudson Behavior assemblies
were held the first
Principal
week to set a positive
tone and to establish
expectations for all students.
Our new lunchtime sports
program has started. Three
times a week, there are 50 to 60
students playing organized soccer
or basketball. Students can now
walk or jog around the track in

Lunch recess finds a crowd of eager students
ready to play soccer!

the morning before school,
and with the addition of our
upper-grade volleyball teams,
Estock students can find
plenty of opportunities for
exercise!
Our annual Welcome
Back Festival is coming
up, and we look forward to
welcoming all Estock families
onto campus for an evening
of fun. Game booths, face
painting, incredible food and
the popular staff cakewalk
provide entertainment for
everyone. It is going to be
another great year at Estock!

Please See
Our Ad
on the
Back Page
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Foothill High School
19251 Dodge Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/ 730-7464

Knights at the Ready!

Dr. Michael
Williams
Principal

Foothill High School had a wonderful
summer as we prepared to welcome in the
2018–19 school year. Over the summer, with
the support of Foothill’s Ed Fund, PTO and
the district office, we were able to complete
the solar structures, front-office upgrades,
synthetic turf for all to enjoy, new C.A.R.E.
signs around the quad, pictures in the
hallways, new paint for our Knight and new
signage on the stage wall. Wow—awesome!

Students and staff are enjoying
Foothill’s beautiful new look.

Also, prior to starting the new school year, we held
several events: teachers grew together through field trips,
activities and enjoying a fabulous lunch by the PTO Team;
freshmen, new students and their parents were treated to
a huge Welcome to Foothill event supported by Link Crew,
Foothill’s Ed Fund and PTO; and the Knights in Progress
Team bonded in a daredevil obstacle course.
Foothill Knights are ready to make this a fantastic year!

Covering the Tustin Unified School District
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Guin Foss Elementary School
18492 Vanderlip Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7552

The Year of Innovation
Guin Foss Elementary School is excited
to begin the design and implementation of
a multifaceted innovation lab. The Dolphin
Discovery Cove will provide students with
a dedicated 21st-century learning space
and opportunities to work collaboratively
Ray Hernandez and creatively, to think critically, and to
communicate that thinking. How exactly?
Principal
Students will be participating in coding,
digital storytelling (movie making), programming, and
creating. Guin Foss’ dedicated PTO has generously
partnered with us to realize this vision. All students,
from Transitional Kindergarten through fifth grade, will
have the opportunity to experience learning in our new
innovation lab.
During a recent staff meeting, teacher teams learned
how to code a programmable robot. Our courageous
teachers pushed fear aside and conquered coding.
Hooray to the fourth-grade team, who took home the
school’s gold award.
Our cove is nearing its final stages of preparation, with
an anticipated kickoff date in mid-September!

Guin Foss teachers Trevor Chavarria, Yaneli Saldana, and Erica Kelly
in action as they program their robot.

Robert Heideman Elementary School
15571 Williams St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7521

Building A Future
The future of the world is
in my classroom today.
—Ivan Welton Fitzwater
For more than a year, a
great many talented people
have been working tirelessly
to build a splendid new
Sean Lindsay
21st-century classroom
Principal
building at Heideman. On
August 14th, the first day of school, our
Heideman third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade
students poured into the new two-story,
12-classroom building to be its very first
students!
They awed at the grand lobby, the
natural light pouring through ceiling
high windows, the wooden beams, the
network of monitors, and the new wireless
technology. When asked about how he
felt on the first day of school, fifth-grader
Miguel Martinez exclaimed, “I was happy to be the first
students in the building.”
In addition to the new building, Heideman has also
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The new front Heideman sign shines in the early morning sun.

added many improvements to its campus, including
additional parking, a beautifully redesigned entrance,
an improved kindergarten playground environment, new
carpet in all buildings, and more.

Heritage Elementary STEAM Magnet School
15400 Lansdowne Rd, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7339

Paper Cranes

Tustin’s Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math
(STEAM) magnet school, uses a project-based learning
Often the most empowering learning
approach. Through projects, students are empowered to
comes from the real-world experiences
explore their curiosities and passionately pursue learning.
of children. Heritage Elementary School
Heritage places a special emphasis on building student
student Harmony Lim had one such
leadership opportunities and empowerment amongst their
empowering experience in her travels to
elementary students.
Japan last year.
Harmony
had
the
Beth
Rabel Blackman opportunity to
Principal
visit the Hiroshima
Peace Memorial
Museum and learn the story of
1,000 paper cranes. Fascinated
by the story and inspired to make
an impact in her own school,
Harmony started her own 1,000
paper crane project with her then
second-grade class.
The students worked tirelessly
to fold cranes all spring, often
enlisting the help of students
from other classes during
recess and family members at
Heritage students from Felisa Gibb’s 2017-18 class presented
home. Heritage Elementary,
1000 paper cranes they folded at a recent morning flag salute.

Only at

Brian Dental Care
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Over 15 Years Serving Orange County with the latest technology

!
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Hewes Middle School
13232 Hewes Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7348

Welcome, New Highlanders!

of knowledge and a connective sense of humor to make
challenging art concepts both fun and captivating.
Welcome to the team! We look forward to a great year
ahead as Hewes continues to “ride the learning wave.”

Hewes School is proud to welcome our
three newest members of our Jedi teaching
staff: Steven Astor, math; Bill Hartman,
woodshop; and David
Kang, art.
Mr. Astor comes with
teaching
experience at
Eric Kilian
Beckman High School
Principal
and brings energy,
passion and synergy consistent
with our math team at Hewes.
Mr. Hartman is in his 15th year
of teaching woodshop. He joined
us from Sonoma County, where
he taught at the high school level.
Already, his collaborative, innovative
style is captivating students and
incorporating engineering principles
within his program to the benefit of
our students. Mr. Kang is in his 14th
year of teaching middle school art.
With a master’s degree in art from
UC Irvine, he brings both a depth
New teachers Steve Astor, David Kang and Bill Hartman, have joined the Hewes Jedi staff.
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Hillview High School

Hicks Canyon Elementary School

1151 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7356

3817 Viewpark Ave., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1878

Welcome New Assistant Principal

We are Unique!
It is hard to believe that I am entering
my 13th year as principal of Hillview High
School! Over the years, I have come to realize
that Hillview is the most misunderstood
school and the best-kept secret around!
Students come to Hillview because they
are
deficient in credits. Contrary to popular
Tim O’Donoghue
belief, students are not referred to Hillview
Principal
for disciplinary issues. In fact, Hillview has
one of the lowest suspension rates in the district!
Since we are much smaller—about 200 students—
staff and students are able to develop good rapport. The
students know that the entire staff really cares about them,
and in return the students, want to work for them.
Hillview’s diploma is equivalent to the comprehensive
high school’s diploma since all students have to earn 230
credits in order to graduate. Some students earn enough
credits to return to the comprehensive high school, but the
majority choose to remain in the smaller environment.
After graduation, many of our graduates go on to the
community college. The counselors from the community
colleges come and speak to our students, and the entire
senior class visits the various college campuses.
I am very appreciative of the community groups
that assist Hillview. Many thanks to Kiwanis, Rotary,
Soroptimist and the Tustin Public Schools Foundation as
well as the 5 Boroughs Book Club for their ongoing support.
There are a lot of great things going on at Hillview.
Come by for a visit!

Hicks Canyon Elementary School is
honored to welcome our newest leadership
member, Kerri Braun!
This is Kerri’s fourteenth year as an
educator. She has spent the last three years
in TUSD as a coach supporting teachers with
curriculum and technology implementation.
Deena Vela
Prior to arriving at TUSD, she was a teacher
Principal
on special assignment for math and science
in the State of Washington.
She also taught elementary
school-aged students
in the Alameda Unified
School District, West Point
Elementary in New York, and
overseas in Heidelberg and
Giessen, Germany.
Kerri also received her
National Board Certification
in the area of literacy in
December of 2017, and is a
life-long learner currently
enrolled in the Educational
Leadership Doctoral Program
Kerri Braun Assistant Principal
at USC.
Hicks Canyon is very excited to have Kerri working with
our students, parents, staff, and community to create a
memorable year for our Huskies. She is here to support all of
our students in the pursuit of continued excellence.

Ladera Elementary School
2515 Rawlings Way, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7505

Making Moments!
Ladera Elementary School is
focused on making moments for kids
each and every day. We welcomed in
new students with a special button
that stated “I’m New Here!”, and
encouraged returning students to seek
out and support our newest Leopards.
Dr. Jennifer
We adopted schoolwide language
Harrison
Principal
to help students understand the
Expected Behaviors, what our Group
Plan is, and how they can listen with their Whole
Body. We also kicked the year off with a continued
emphasis on STEAM and Digital Storytelling,
encouraging students to Create, Collaborate,
Critically Think and Communicate their ideas with
their classmates, using technology in a meaningful
way.

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Students in teacher Traci DiLellio’s class explore energy in collaborative groups
and document their learning using Digital Storytelling.
September / October 2018
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Loma Vista Elementary School
13822 Prospect Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7528

Welcome Back!
The Loma Vista Elementary School
staff is thrilled to welcome back our
students for another amazing year of
learning and growth! Following the Tustin
Unified School District (TUSD) Thrives
initiative, Loma Vista is setting the stage
for the school year with a renewed focus
Dr. Lauren
on social-emotional learning for students
Steinmann
Principal
and staff!
Staff members were able to hear from
the author of Contagious Culture at the TUSD Welcome
Back, where the message emphasized “showing up” for
students and bringing energy that positively affects
everyone! Teachers decorated the campus with signs
to greet students on the first day, and handshakes for
students everyday have become the norm. Morning
meetings continue in class to help students check
in each day and the Zones of Regulation and social
thinking curriculum help to develop a common language
around feelings and behavior for all students.
Teachers and staff are focused and ready to help
improve hearts and minds this school year!

Loma Vista fourth graders participate in a Zones of Regulation
discussion during “Morning Meeting.”

“Quality Orthodontics
In Old Town Tustin”
Braces and Invisalign treatment
for children and adults
Free New Patient Exams
Free Panoramic X-Ray

(714) 838-6464 • 500 S. C Street • Tustin, CA 92780

www.drmeeksortho.com
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Myford Elementary School
3181 Trevino Dr., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1875

Making It EPIC!

for themselves. These events will be celebrated with their
peers in the classroom throughout the year. Students
caught by their peers being brave, kind, and awesome
will be highlighted by Principal Rena Fairchild when our
Myford community gathers for Monday Messages.

Myford Elementary School teachers,
along with all the staff members of the
Tustin Unified School District, are focused
on thriving! Sometimes it is too easy to get
caught up in the
busyness of our lives
Rena Fairchild and to forget to take
time to enjoy the
Principal
present.
Our teachers are finding ways
to create powerful and EPIC
moments for the students—from
painting inspirational messages
in the bathrooms and establishing
morning welcome routines to
celebrating and recognizing the
unique traits of each child. We
want all students to know they are
valued and appreciated for who
they are.
Students will be recognized for
their individual accomplishments
Myford teacher Danielle Clawson takes her kindergarten students on a hunt to find
and for reaching goals they set
the Gingerbread Man as a way to learn about the different areas and staff around campus.

Our specialty:

Melanie’s specialty:

Cancer & Serious Unicorn Pirouees
Blood Disorders
A trip to a South Bay emergency room confirmed
4-year-old Melanie, a lover of dancing and unicorns,
needed pediatric specialty care. Her parents chose to
transport her to the children’s hospital closest to them,
MemorialCare Miller Children’s & Women’s Hospital
Long Beach. There, Melanie was diagnosed with acute
lymphoblastic leukemia at the Jonathan Jaques
Children’s Cancer Institute. Our care team fought
by Melanie’s side throughout her journey, helping
her spirit sparkle so that she’d never lose her groove.

Specialized care. Just

Melanie Hackett, 4-years-old,
acute lymphoblastic leukemia patient
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

for kids.

1.800.MEMORIAL
millerchildrens.org/Cancer

September / October 2018
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W.R. Nelson Elementary School
14392 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7536

Welcome, Students

You. The author’s message is that there is only one “you”
in this world, and we each have the power to make it a
better place. Each of our students and staff member s will
be painting a special rock to be featured in a rock and
succulent garden as a reminder of everyone’s unique impact
on the school community.

The Nelson family is welcoming new
and returning students in its Transitional
Kindergarten through fifth-grade classrooms
with the theme of “I Belong.”
This summer
we continued our
Melinda Smith efforts to make
our office space
Principal
more welcoming
and efficient. We now have new
fourth- and fifth-grade studentambassadors to greet all of the
students who enter our campus!
The ambassador role includes
making our youngest and newest
Tigers feel more welcome by
escorting them onto campus,
helping them get their cafeteria
breakfast, showing them around
the facility, or simply being a
friendly face.
School-wide, we are now reading
Linda Krantz’s book Only One
Nelson School Ambassador and fourth-grader Oskar Rodriguez welcomes new third-grader Kaleb Plata.

Orchard Hills School
11555 Culver Dr., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/730-2078

Orchard Hills Goes K–8!

Cindy Agopian
Principal

Orchard Hills School is officially
a K–8 school! On August 14, Orchard
Hills welcomed students ranging from
kindergarten through eighth grade. Our
Hawks were all smiles as they entered the
gates and were welcomed by a staff and
student tunnel of high fives, banners, and
cheers. The campus is still buzzing with

excitement from our students, staff and family members.
Everything “feels new” again, as we had a grand reopening to celebrate our first official year as a K–8 school.
Our staff and Associated Student Body (ASB) leaders
did a wonderful job of helping our littlest Hawks feel
comfortable, safe, and welcomed to their new nest.
We are excited about what’s to come and are looking
forward to a successful year and many more great years to
come, as the Orchard Hills story has just begun.

Orchard Hills ASB students display signs welcoming the school’s newest Hawks!
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Peters Canyon Elementary School
26900 Peters Canyon Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7540

Hosting Visitors from Japan

Support program, focus on social-emotional learning and
inclusive schooling practices.
This was such an impressive group of international
educators, and we loved sharing our TUSD practices with
them!

As all educators believe, one never
ceases to learn! This August, classroom
teachers from Japan traveled to the United
States to learn more about the teaching
strategies and techniques used
to support learning in American
Brooke Carreras schools. The visiting teachers
Principal
were participating in the UCI
Division of Continuing Education
International Programs.
Peters Canyon School hosted 60 teachers
over the course of three days. Each day, the
visiting teachers spent about 90 minutes
observing classrooms and followed up with a
question/answer session with Principal Brooke
Carreras and our Cotsen mentor,
Sheri Bauer. TUSD teachers modeled elements
of balanced literacy, Cognitively Guided
Instructional techniques in mathematics,
classroom morning meetings, mindfulness
activities and music instruction. Visiting
teachers were especially interested in learning
about our Positive Behavior Intervention/

IT ALL STARTS HERE

Peters Canyon Principal Brooke Carreras, center,
meets with visiting educators from Japan.

#1 TRANSFER RATE IN CALIFORNIA

TAG – You’re It!

A Degree with a Guarantee

Transfer Admission Guarantee
(TAG) agreements with UC Irvine,
UC Davis, UC Riverside, UC
Santa Barbara, UC Merced, and
UC Santa Cruz offer guaranteed
admission to students who meet
their guidelines.

If you complete a special Associate
Degree for Transfer at IVC and
meet the minimum eligibility
requirements, you’re guaranteed
admission to a CSU.

ivc.edu

facebook.com/irvinevalley

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Private Life
If you’ve set your sights on attending
a private school, IVC has transfer
agreements with Brandman
University, Chapman University,
Concordia University, University of
La Verne, and many others.

@MyIrvineValley

Transfer Center
Stop by the Transfer Center in room
SSC 230, call us at 949-451-5339,
or email ivctransfercenter@ivc.edu
to learn more about any of these
opportunities.

@irvinevalleycollege
September / October 2018
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Pioneer Middle School
2700 Pioneer Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7534

Students have the Right Mindset

and focused opening is attributed to the collaborative work
between Pioneer’s faculty and our amazing PTO and parent
volunteers. What makes Pioneer the “Greatest Middle
School” is the entire educational community’s commitment
to attaining its mission: Maximizing every student’s
academic performance and personal responsibility!

Pioneer is off to a great start and this
year’s opening theme, “The Greatest Middle
School,” showcased the school’s outstanding
educational programs that support Career
Technical Education, Visual and Performing
Arts, Fitness
for Life, and
Tracey
Vander Hayden all academic
Principal
disciplines.
Schoolwide
instruction on mindfulness and
goal setting kicked off the year
in an exciting and engaging
way. All students learned about
how the brain learns, how
to build grit, determination,
perseverance, and practice the
power of “yet.” Students will be
monitoring their own personal
progress on their individual goals
each quarter throughout this
school year during schoolwide
Pioneer language arts teacher Tricia Badraun discusses the importance of having a Growth Mindset
tutorials. Pioneer’s successful
with eighth-grade students, from left, Julia Reid and Amanda Sander.

Red Hill Elementary School
11911 Red Hill Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7543

Great Year Ahead!
Red Hill faculty and staff welcome
Tracy Barquer as their new principal. Mrs.
Barquer’s priority is meeting all families and
community members.
“I’m thrilled to join this team and hope
to motivate and inspire confident lifelong
learners in a
Tracy Barquer
safe and wellPrincipal
organized
environment in partnership
with teachers and parents,”
Mrs. Barquer said. “Our
immediate goals are to open
a newly renovated library,
upgrade our kindergarten
playground, and create a
21st century innovation lab
for coding, robotics and
STEAM.”
Three new teachers are
also joining the Red Hill
faculty. Jeanette Lopez has
an extensive background
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in technology. Katie Cross brings her passion for the arts.
Coach Stephen Kelly has experience in a variety of grade
levels and coaching to support physical education for
students. Finally, Sarah Haase joins Red Hill one day a
week as a school counselor. Their enthusiasm in joining
Red Hill is greatly appreciated and will support continued
student learning and growth. Go Rockets!

Jeane Thorman Elementary School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7364

Kicking Off the New Year!

Thorman continues to focus on 21st-century learning in
and out of our Panther Innovation Station, which engages
academic rigor and also reinforces the important part that
“grit” plays in success.
New energy and a continued focus on what is best for our
students will make the new year a successful one for all!

Thorman School has much to celebrate as
we kick off the 2018–2019 school year.
We are excited to have some new
members join our team. Susan Davidson has
jumped right in supporting our teachers
as instructional
coach. Joining our
Deanna Parks
special education
Principal
team is our
psychologist Corrine Stoterau, and
Tara Bennett is also joining our
resource team.
As our new library media
technician, Hillary Yerkish is
going to further incorporate
classroom learning into our stateof-the-art library. We also welcome
Gabriela Nava as our new health
clerk, and Sara Benitez as our
new Americorps member helping
to bring clubs, sports, and an
increased volunteer base.
Thorman is excited to welcome Corrine Stoterau, Susan Davidson,
Not everything is new.
Gabriela Nava, Tara Bennett and Hillary Yerkish to our team!

Tustin Adult School
1151 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7395

Helping Adult Learners
Being able to communicate with
one another is essential to our families,
community and work place. Tustin Adult
School launched its 2018–2019 English as
a Second Language (ESL) program with
classes at the following
Will Neddersen school sites: Beswick,
Heideman, Thorman
Coordinator
and Tustin Ranch
Elementary Schools; Currie Middle
School; Beckman High School; St.
Paul’s Church; and the adult school’s
main campus at Hillview High School.
These classes help adult learners
acquire practical English skills through
listening, speaking, reading, and
writing.
The ESL program also offers classes
to support adults who are interested
in pursuing citizenship. Recently, the
citizenship class celebrated 22 students
who passed their U. S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services interviews.

Will Neddersen is joining Tustin Adult School this year
as coordinator. Mr. Neddersen has worked in education
for 21 years as an elementary teacher, Teacher on Special
Assignment, assistant principal, and principal. He looks
forward to supporting adult learners as they reach their
goals.

Tustin Adult School ESL students studying at the Adult School’s main campus.

Covering the Tustin Unified School District
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Tustin Connect Online School
14741 North B St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/430-2052

Welcome Back, Mavericks!

students for the 2018–2019 school year, including student
eligibility for California Interscholastic Federation (CIF)
athletics, Honors courses at the middle school and high
school, and new lab science courses for high school.
We look forward to another excellent school year!

We are excited to embark on a new school
year with our amazing staff, students,
and school community. Tustin Connect
School has provided a highly flexible and
personalized schooling option for K–12
students since 2015.
Tustin Connect
Dr. Dustin
K-8 and Tustin
O’Malley
Principal
Connect High
School are located
at separate campuses. Tustin
Connect K–8 has recently moved
from the Heritage Elementary
School campus to the Estock
Elementary School campus,
located at 14741 North B Street
in Tustin. The move to Estock
allows for continued growth and
expansion for our K–8 classes.
Tustin Connect High School
is located on the alternative
education campus at 1151 San
Juan Street in Tustin.
Tustin Connect has introduced
several new academic and
Tustin Connect students Karly Ash, Klarissa Warren, and Max Galvan
extracurricular opportunities for
in one of the new Tustin Connect K-8 classrooms.

Tustin High School
1171 El Camino Real, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7414

Tillers Welcome
Ryon Tanara
Ryon Tanara joins
the Tustin High School
team this year as an
assistant principal.
Prior to joining the
Tustin family, he served
Dr. Jon Tuin
as an English and
Principal
journalism teacher at
Beckman High School.
Mr. Tanara started his teaching
career in the Clark County School
District after graduating from UC
Irvine. In addition to teaching
students, he supported teachers in
developing strategies to better meet
the needs of their students learning
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Tustin High Assistant Principal Ryon Tanara
is excited to be part of the Tiller family.

English as a second language.
He also had the pleasure of
working as an English- and
reading-intervention teacher
with students in South Central
Los Angeles.
Mr. Tanara firmly believes
that students possess a unique
power to work collectively to
transform their communities,
and he is thrilled to work
alongside the Tiller family to
help students release this power!
He holds master’s degrees in
English curriculum from UNLV
and school leadership from
Harvard University.
Welcome aboard, Mr. Tanara!

Tustin Memorial Academy
12712 Browning Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7546

Having an ‘Impact’!

Sharon Maeda
Principal

TMA is off to an amazing start! We
enjoyed gathering the entire school
together to introduce our enthusiastic and
talented teaching staff. We also unveiled
our new schoolwide theme, “Explore the
Impact.” Throughout the year, we will make
connections and look at how one thing can
impact another, creating ripple effects in
a variety of disciplines such as language

arts, social studies and STEAM. We introduced the impact
of mindfulness and how being aware and in tune with our
own feelings and thoughts can impact how we approach
challenges.
We will be infusing mindfulness activities into our day
with Mindful Mondays, social contracts, scholarly attributes
and Morning Meetings to help students make connections.
This month, our social and emotional focus is “setting the
stage” for a great year, and our first two weeks’ skills are
being safe and being respectful. We are excited for a year
of positive impact!

TMA’s 2018-19 teachers are introduced at a school assembly.

Contest!

Comprehensive Dental Care for the Whole Family

Our Halloween cat is
somewhere in this publication.
When you find it, email the
page number to:
Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com

Please put TUSD in the subject line.
• Gentle Touch Dentistry
• Free Dental Screening
for Kids Entering
Kindergarten
• Convenient Hours
Including Saturday
Sangita Hablani, DDS
& Evenings

Accepting
ALL PPO Insurance,
Denti-Cal (Cal Optima)
and Uninsured Patients
0% Financing Available

USC Graduate

Your entry must be received October 15, 2018.
From the correct entries, we will draw a
winner to receive a GAZUMP card/dice game.
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

(714) 368-3413
14151 Newport Avenue, Suite 100, Tustin, CA 92780

www.comfortdentaltustin.com
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Tustin Ranch Elementary School
12950 Robinson Dr., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7580

New Year, New Principal
The new school year brings new Cool
Coyotes to our pack. This year we have a
new principal at Tustin Ranch Elementary
School. Her name is Kathi Denny, and she
is thrilled to join the Tustin Ranch team!
Her two children, who are now in college,
attended and thrived in Tustin schools.
Kathi Denny
Mrs. Denny is very proud to be a part of the
Principal
Tustin Unified School District, where she
can contribute to the learning and growth of children in
our community. Mrs. Denny holds a bachelor’s degree from
Chapman University and a master’s degree in educational
leadership from the American College of Education.
Mrs. Denny has been in education for 23 years, which
includes 20 years as a classroom teacher of kindergarten
through fifth grade and the last three years as an

instructional coach, where she worked closely with
teachers to build capacity in their instructional practices
and technology integration skills. She also created an
Innovation Lab, which included a makerspace, codeables,
and movie production studio equipped with green-screen
technologies.
Mrs. Denny is thrilled to be joining a thriving and
energetic school community. This year, she is looking
forward to leading the Cool Coyotes in deepening their
mathematical practices and furthering technology
integration. She is excited about the school’s mission of
“Inspiring and Motivating Lifelong Learners!” She looks
forward to instilling a continued growth mindset for all
Cool Coyotes, as exemplified by one of her favorite quotes
from John Wooden, “If you’re not making mistakes, then
you’re not doing anything.”

C.E. Utt Middle School
13601 Browning ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7573

#FalconsLevelUP

Heather
Bojorquez
Principal

The Utt Middle School Falcons are soaring
into the 2018–2019 school year. Principal
Heather Bojorquez as well as 10 new teachers
and other staff members have joined the Utt
team.
With many new faces, we began the year
with new energy, enthusiasm, and a focused
theme for the school year. This year, our
Falcons will work to Level UP their Utt

Pride (UP) and Attitude, Commitment, and Achievement
(ACA). Just like in video games, small achievements lead to
success. Falcons will Level UP their ACA every day.
We challenge all Falcons to show a positive attitude
and kindness in and out of class. Falcons demonstrate
commitment by dedicating full effort and courage to trying
new things, no matter the challenge. Finally, achievement
is gained with each effort to Level UP, no matter how small.
We welcome our new staff members and celebrate with
students, staff, and community as we Level UP all year!

New Falcon staff members show off their Utt Pride.
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Marjorie Veeh Elementary School
1701 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7544

It’s All About Stamina!

strategies throughout the year, they will learn to make
sense of text and become purposeful and active readers in
control of their own reading comprehension.

Marjorie Veeh Elementary School began
the new school year
strong! The Spanish
Dual Immersion
Program added a
third-grade level class
Rafael Plascencia this year and will
subsequently continue
Principal
to add a grade level
each year until the program reaches
fifth grade.
Students spent the first few
weeks of school developing their
reading stamina. This sets an
essential foundation for creating
lifelong readers, writers and learners
who are independently motivated!
They are learning to read books
in different ways, find good-fit
books that will engage them, and
independently manage available
reading materials. As teachers guide
Veeh second graders Jorge Avila, Kristel Martinez, Joshua Skelton and Holden Day
the students with comprehension
are seen developing their reading stamina.

Tustin Public Schools Foundation
150 El Camino Real, Suite 140, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/832-6299 www.tpsf.net

Tustin Summer
Academy
The Tustin
Public Schools
Foundation hosted
its seventh annual
Tustin Summer
Academy at Orchard
Carol Burby
Garrett
Hills School in
Executive Director June. The Summer
Academy provided a variety of
educational enrichment programs
for grades K-8, ranging from
Robotics and STEAM courses to
Creative Cooking and kindergarten
readiness.
The Summer Academy classes
were designed and taught by
TUSD educators with the goal
of expanding knowledge and
nurturing curiosity in students. On
the last day, students presented
Students in Tustin Summer Academy’s Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math (STEAM) course
an interactive showcase tour for
looked out the window of the “escape room” they built.
parents and supporters to admire
their projects.
Classmates were required to solve puzzles and problems to “break out” of the room.

Covering the Tustin Unified School District
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Business Services
Tustin Unified School District, 300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 302

Facilities Update
The TUSD Facilities staff worked on
over 100 maintenance and construction
projects across 29 schools this summer.
Each respective project varied in scope and
complexity and ranged from a few hundred
dollars to about $1 million for improvements
Anthony Soria at Heideman Elementary.
In addition to the
Chief Financial
Officer
large-scale projects
at Robert Heideman
Elementary School, which included
a new classroom building, carpet
replacement and entry enhancements,
Columbus Tustin Middle School had
multiple projects going simultaneously.
Improvements at the site included a
parking-lot expansion, landscaping
renovation, staff-lounge remodel and a
revamped student courtyard.
Planning and design work are
currently underway on the following

improvements: solar carports/shade structures at various
school sites—all district sites will have a structure at the
conclusion of the next phase; classroom additions at Tustin
Connect Online School, Red Hill Elementary School and
Hewes Middle School; and lab modernization at C.E. Utt
Middle School. Additionally, the new Legacy Magnet School
project is on track for bidding this fall.

New solar parking structure at Pioneer Middle School

Technology in TUSD Schools
Tustin Unified School District, 300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 306

Digital Citizenship

By Garrett Kerr,
Coordinator – Educational Technology
The Tustin Unified School District
(TUSD) and Orange County Department
of Education are celebrating great work
in digital citizenship! Twenty-five TUSD
schools became Common Sense Education
Dr. Grant Litfin
Certified Schools over the last calendar year.
Assistant
Superintendent, These certifications are the result of five
years of work in teaching digital citizenship
Administrative
Services
education on a regular basis at all TUSD
sites.
In today’s high-tech society, digital citizenship, or

empowering students with the knowledge of how to
use technology responsibly and appropriately, is more
important than ever. The schools that took the challenge
to become Common Sense Education Certified earned
their recognition by ensuring that the majority of their
students had completed a thorough digital citizenship
curriculum and took steps to provide community outreach
and parent education on the topic. These schools will now
proudly hang banners that read “Common Sense School
– Committed to creating a culture of digital learning and
citizenship.”
Students will continue to receive digital citizenship
lessons each year, and we anticipate all 29 TUSD sites will
earn certification by the end of the 2018–19 school year.

Tustin Unified principals celebrate the accomplishment of becoming Common Sense Education Certified.
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Nutrition Services
Tustin Unified School District, 300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 342

Preparing for the New School Year

Their training covered a wide variety of topics, such
as program accountability, food production and operation
management, USDA foods, federal regulations, food safety
essentials, workplace safety, and emergency preparedness.

To kick off the new school year, Nutrition
Services conducted their yearly back-toschool training for all of its Nutrition Services
staff. Over 120 staff members participated in
this yearly training.
This year the
activities
included
Teresa Squibb
team-building and
Director
special training that
focused on school food operations.
The highlight of the training was
the Marshmallow Challenge, where
groups worked in teams of five
to build the tallest freestanding
structure out of spaghetti noodles,
string, tape, and a marshmallow.
The teams quickly learned to work
together to build a solid standing
structure.
During the summer, nine cafeteria
managers and cooks also attended
a week-long orientation of School
Nutrition Management Training
conducted by the Institute of Child
Nutrition. The session provided
Cafeteria managers and cooks display certificates for their participation in school nutrition
an overview of the management
management training. Ruvicelia Ruvalcaba, Foothill; Debbie Montejano, Beckman; Briana Chago,
components of school nutrition
Jennifer Ruiz and Alice Sanchez, all from Pioneer; and Teresa Durate, Columbus Tustin;
programs.
back: Tony Becerra and Jacob Kranich, both from Orchard Hills; and Nick Lazaruk, Beckman.

Educational Services
Tustin Unified School District, 300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 309

Our New Name
TUSD’s English Learner Center has
changed its name to the Office of Language
Acquisition (OLA). As part of Educational
Services, OLA oversees services and provides
instructional support for all of TUSD’s
language-learner students. Services include
Kathie Nielsen assessment, translations and interpreting.
OLA administers the Initial English
Deputy
Superintendent
Language Proficiency Assessment California
(ELPAC) to new students and assists with
the Summative ELPAC testing during the assessment
window from February through May. Students enrolled
in the Dual Immersion Program at Veeh Elementary
School are tested using the LAS Links Spanish acquisition
assessment twice a year.
OLA provides written translations for schools, the
Special Education Department and the district office to
increase communication districtwide. OLA also manages the
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

scheduling of 11 interpreters who travel to various TUSD
schools to serve as a bridge of communication between
parents and school administrators, teachers and staff.
Language learners are also supported by the elementary
Language Mentor Team that comprises 12 elementary
teachers. These teachers support and promote culturally
responsive instruction and exemplary teaching practices in
language development, and lead professional development
on effective communication strategies and content-area
integration.
The TUSD Language Academy is an additional
professional-growth opportunity for secondary
teachers. Approximately 25 teachers and 10 coaches are
participating in this first cohort of the two-year program.
Teachers learn research-based instructional strategies that
support language learners. This earns them a certificate in
culturally responsive instruction.
We look forward to an exciting year of supporting the
unique learning needs of our language learners!
September / October 2018
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Kindergarten Readiness
1701 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7592

Preschool Rocks!
There was excitement in the
air as the Kindergarten Readiness
Program welcomed close to 300
new three- and four-year-old
children in our State preschool
classes and new fee based class for
Lauralee Cabibi the 2018-19 school year. Teachers
Coordinator
and paraeducators greeted our
School Readiness youngest scholars and their
parents as they started, what
for many, was their first experience in school.
Although there were some tears as parents
said goodbye the first day, the tears quickly
turned into smiles and laughter as the students
engaged in cooperative play in the house area,
construction area, and magnet wall. By the end
of the day, it was clear the students had a blast
learning in their STEAM inspired classrooms.
If you asked them, we are sure our newest
preschoolers will all agree…preschool ROCKS!

Parker Sloane, Maddox Macleod and Alexander Croman collaborate
as they practice their engineering skills at the magnet wall.

Fruits & Veggies —Word Search Contest
Rules! One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put TUSTIN in the subject line.
LETTUCE

TOMATOES

APPLES

KIWI

CABBAGE

GRAPES

KOHLRABI

BERRIES

ONIONS

CHERRIES

PEPPERS

CARROTS

ORANGES

MANGO

LEMONS

BANANAS

LIME

PLUMS

CELERY

BROCCOLI

POTATOES

Congratulations to: Mary Birks

Winner of our June Word Search Contest!
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Entries must be received by October 15, 2018
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a GAZUMP card/dice game - fun for all ages!

Rabina’s Review
An Impactful Book
The Old Man and the Sea
By Ernest Hemingway
This book is a literary
fiction, a story of courage
and personal triumph
won from loss. The story
is tragic but it leaves the
Rabina K.
reader to appreciate the
strength of the main character and his
positive approach towards life.
Down on his luck with not much
caught in 84 days, Santiago, an old Cuban fisherman, goes
to try again in deep sea. He got lucky to have caught a
giant marlin far out in the Gulf stream. He faces relentless
agonizing battle with this creature who is as stubborn as he
is. Though he succeeds in catching this big fish but the bad
luck does shadow his efforts, and eventually the fisherman
does not get to enjoy his reward.
I think this book speaks to the reader and teaches the
reader that hard work does not always lead to rewards.
Instead of getting frustrated from unsuccessful events, one
should accept it positively and keep working towards one’s
goal.
Rabina is a 5th grader, who enjoys reading historical fiction and
biographies. Writing is her passion. Besides, reading books and writing,
she also enjoys playing soccer and piano.

Learn Piano
Over 17 years
teaching experience
We are Supercats,
not Copycats!
www.grouponpiano.com
Sign up for a free lesson at

www.7654342.com

Safe • Structured • Academic • Loving Environment

AFTER SCHOOL HOMEWORK CLUB
Celebrating 20 Years in Tustin
• After School Pickup
• Assistance with Homework

• Tutoring
• Organized Games

A Structured Homework Club with one-on-one
instruction. A special place for kids to grow socially
and academically.” –Al Murray, Mayor of Tustin
Please contact us for more information

714-606-4320 • Randi Bernstein • RandiBernstein@cox.net

Educators and Girl Scouts: Stronger Together!
Unleash the power of G.I.R.L. (Go-getter, Innovator, Risk-taker, Leader)™
at your school. Together, let’s ensure every girl is prepared for a lifetime
of leadership, success, and adventure!
Girl Scouts is the perfect extension to the classroom because Girl Scouts…
⏵ is a place for girls to discover, connect, and take action
⏵ is girl-led programing rooted in cooperative learning and learning by doing
⏵ has 4 program pillars: STEM, Outdoor, Life Skills, Entrepreneurship
⏵ is the only place where girls can earn the most prestigious award for girls
in the world—the Girl Scout Gold Award!
From earning her first Daisy petal
in kindergarten to achieving the
Girl Scout Gold Award in 12th
grade, Girl Scouts is the premier
leadership development program
for girls in the world!

The Girl Scout Gold Award is
a one-of-a-kind opportunity
for girls to engage in a
rigorous process that calls for
leadership at the highest level,
as they tackle issues they feel
passionately about.
Gold Award Girl Scouts:
◾ Earn college scholarships
◾ Demonstrate high
educational and career
outcomes
◾ Are active in their
communities
◾ Access a powerful and
supportive Girl Scout
network

Help her achieve more:

girlscouts.org/educators

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Learn what Girl Scouts are
doing in OC at girlscoutsoc.org
September / October 2018
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Lucy’s Book Review
An Enjoyable Read

r
ter fo
Regis ssions
e
Fall S

After school. In-class. Home school.
Camps. Parties. Private event. Girl Scouts.
(949) 288-1468 Hello@bionerdsllc.com

www.BionerdsLLC.com

Biology. Kids. Hands-on. Fun.

Brooding YA Hero: How to Become a
Main Character (Almost) as Awesome as Me
Broody McHottiepants had always been
the protagonist — it was who he was.
So when an Author tells Broody that he
can’t be in anymore novels, something in
him changes. That couldn’t be right. He was
Lucy Davis
Broody McHottiepants, the par excellence.
Then, an idea hits: what if he could write his own book,
telling the world how to become main characters like him?
Yes. That was what he would do. And nobody — not even
his evil ex girlfriend —could stop him.
Reading this book was definitely an
experience for me. At first, I disliked
Broody’s personality, because he was
shallow and conceited. However, as the
story progressed, his character arc was
interesting to observe. Through his
experiences, he realized that change
can be good. Overall, it turned out to be
a enjoyable read that left me with a new
look on the young adult genre. Four out
of five bookworms.
Lucy is a 7th grade student. When she isn’t immersed in a book, she
loves musical theater, ballet, and singing. She enjoys stretching her
imagination by writing short stories of her own. Lucy will rate the books
1 to 5 bookworms with 5 being the best.

B is for Book
Leaves You Thinking
Disenchanted: The Trials
of Cinderella by Megan
Morrison is one of my fairy
tale favorites.
Ella Coach and her mother
are just poor people working
for the terrible Lady Jacquard. When Ella’s
Bailey
mom dies, she has nowhere to go, but with
her father. Her father, on the other hand, has married a
rich lady and has a blooming business. For Ella, this life
is terrible! The snooty, high-class people and knowing
what the lower class is going through makes Ella Coach
miserable. Will Ella make a difference for those with no
power without ruining her dad’s business? Or will the first
class bring her down?
I really enjoyed this book because it opened my eyes to
what is happening in the world, even though it is definitely
fiction. The unexpected twists are jaw-dropping with
wonderful characters. I rate this book 5 out of 5 stars.
Bailey is a 7th grader who loves being with her friends and reading.
When she isn’t doing these things, she’s dancing ballet or lyrical.
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Book Review By Katrina
A Riveting Story
Something New; Tales
From a Makeshift Bride
by Lucy Knisley is a graphic
novel describing Lucy’s
experiences in love and
marriage. Lucy’s love life has
its ups and downs just like anyone else. But
Katrina D.
when the love of her life, John, proposes,
they leap headfirst into the whirlwind of preparing a
wedding. From guest lists to dresses to catering and vows,
Lucy gives the reader an honest depiction of the chaos
and joys that comes with preparing a wedding. She also
takes time to expand on the fears, hopes and worries that
come with crossing the threshold of marriage that is quite
relatable. The author keeps the story alive with a colorful
art style and the story riveting with her trials to create a
wedding out of society’s expectations. Breaking through
the ‘weddings are easy’ stereotype of books, I’d recommend
this story to anyone and everyone.
Katrina rates this book five out of five crescent moons.
Katrina is an 11th grader who loves to sketch, read and write. She either
wants to publish her own novels, work in animation or become a biologist
(or maybe all three!). Katrina will rate her book reviews from 1 to 5
crescent moons.

Christina’s Book Review
Non-Stop Action
Alex Rider: Skeleton Key
By Anthony Horowitz
The Alex Rider series
is always jam-packed with
extreme action and intense
situations that make it hard
Christina J.
to put the book away until the very end.
Reading this book series is like watching an
action movie, and Skeleton Key is no exception.
Alex Rider is a 14-year old orphan and a young spy for an
organization known as M16, on a mission to save the world.
There are many plots in this book, like Chinese gangs
drugging athletes for their purposes. The ending is very
dramatic and leaves you feeling sorry for the characters.
I liked this book because it has non-stop action and the
hero is a young boy, who is an unwilling participant that did
what he had to do to save the world. All the characters are
interesting. I give this book 5 out of 5, with 5 being the best.
Christina J. is an 9th grader. Christina is an avid reader, who enjoys
a good book about some great adventure, mystery or action. She is a
hard-working student and a young author herself. In 5th grade she wrote
a book Melody’s Stories: I Am a Spy Now, published by Studentreasures
Publishing (PIN #3582798).
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Alana’s Book Review
Easy Guide to They/Them Pronouns
“Gender neutral: Gender classification
where one individual does not feel/belong to
either genders.” (Urban Dictionary)
This gender identity has been the topic
of many heated discussions. Some accept it,
some don’t, and others refuse to acknowledge
it. In this short comic, A Quck & Easy
Alana F.
Guide to They/Them Pronouns, Archie
and Tristan explain the ins and outs of gender neutral
pronouns, explaining what they are and why they’re
important. They also provide handy advice for many
other awkward situations, like not knowing how to ask for
someone’s pronouns or accidentally misgendering someone.
I’d give this book 8 out of 8 triforce shards. The artwork
is entertaining and hilarious, as is the writing. Additionally,
since it is so easily comprehensible, it’s a joy to show othersa great alternative to trying to Google the definition of a
pronoun and being met with a long list of confusing definitions.
Regardless of who you are, this is certainly a must-read.
Alana is a student columnist and a self-proclaimed “huge nerd.” When
she doesn’t have a book in her hands, she loves to play video games and
write fiction. She rates books on a scale of 1-8 triforce shards with 8
being the highest

Sophie’s Choice
Tuesdays at the Castle
This book is the start of
an amazing story written by
Jessica Day George. In this
book, there is an adventure,
a little bit of mystery, danger,
and stealthiness. Tuesdays
at the Castle is based on the
Sophie O.
Glower Family, who live in
Castle Glower. Castle Glower is magical and every Tuesday
a new room appears. Let me introduce you to the main
characters, Lulath, Lilah, Rolf, Pogue, Celie, Bran, and
Queen and King Glower. But, beware you might not want
to put this book down. The King and Queen go to Bran’s
graduation, and on the way back they are thought to be
killed! A funeral is taken place in which they meet some
cruel and evil people, and find out that you can’t trust
everyone. This book definitely deserves a five-star review.
Read this book and the whole series if you’re curious to find
out what will happen to the Glower Family.
Sophie O. is a 6th grader who loves to play soccer and bake. She’s an avid
reader and writer and is working on writing her first book. She hopes to
be an architect one day

Richard’s Book Review
The Wednesday Wars
By Gary D. Schmidt
This book is about the boy
named Holling Hoodhood in
1976. Throughout the year
Holling deals with many difficult situations.
He is the only kid in his middle school who
isn’t Jewish or Catholic, which means that
Richard J.
during Religious Studies he has to stay in
English Class, do classroom chores and study Shakespeare.
It is 1976 and everybody is struggling with the fear of the
Vietnam War. Holling had a rough year, which happens to
all of us, but in the end he got through and won the respect
of his teacher, family, and classmates.
I like that the story is set in a different time period. It’s
interesting to read about how people lived back then. The
story is about perseverance and growing up under difficult
circumstances. It’s funny, but serious. I give it 5 out of 5,
with 5 being the best.
Richard J. is a 4th grader. Richard likes math, playing sports, physical
activities like bike-riding, swimming, diving and running. He is a hardworking student who enjoys reading, seeing and leaning new things and
spending time with his family and friends.

Sign Up for a World-Class
Math Education

The Russian School of Mathematics is an award-winning, afterschool
math enrichment program for K-12 students. We help children of all
levels build a solid math foundation and develop critical-thinking and
problem-solving skills.
We offer year-round enrollment
Call to schedule a free math evaluation
RSM - IRVINE

RSM-SAN DIEGO

(949) 551-1777

(858) 609-9215

admin@rsmirvine.com

sandiego@russianschool.com

RSM - MISSION VIEJO

RSM-SAN FERNANDO VALLEY

(949) 864-6592

(818) 925-8211

missionviejo@russianschool.com sanfernandovalley@russianschool.com

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

September / October 2018
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Immersing Ourselves in the Natural Wonders

Outside the urban glare of Los Angeles,
we found a night sky packed with stars and
a still silence interrupted only by the wind’s
whisper and the chatter of crickets and frogs.
It was different, yet familiar.
My father packed little more than a
kerosene lamp, a small tent and some
fishing gear for those family camping trips
Dr. Al Mijares
of my youth. But it was never about what
Superintendent
we brought or left behind. It was about
Orange County
Dept. of Education immersing ourselves in the natural wonders
of Southern California’s mountains, forests
and beaches — and discovering that we were connected to
something bigger.
Whether we were on a KOA Campground or Refugio
Beach, every direction offered frontiers to explore,
mysteries to be solved and scientific observations to be
made, without textbooks, lab coats or microscopes. Allowed
to chase our curiosities, my brothers and sisters and I were
laying deep foundations for learning. But if you asked us,
we were just having fun.
Today, technology has emerged as a primary frontier of
childhood exploration. But while there are obvious benefits
to raising tech-savvy children, I echo the sentiments of
countless researchers who suggest we’re missing out on
opportunities to nurture brain development and strengthen
mental health when we close ourselves off from nature.
Author Richard Louv, who has written extensively on this
subject, points to an emerging body of evidence connecting
nature to greater physical and emotional health. By contrast,
disengagement from the natural environment results in
what Louv terms “nature-deficit disorder,” which, he says,
correlates with attention difficulties, greater rates of physical
and emotional illness, and reduced use of our senses.
Louv isn’t alone. A number of writers, psychologists and
academics have produced volumes quantifying the benefits
of direct exposure to nature. At the same time, studies
continue to show we’re spending less time outdoors and
more time with electronic screens, which do little to stoke
happiness or well-being.
Access is part of our challenge. Census data shows that
more than 80 percent of Americans live in urban areas,
some of which lack parks or open space. And while more
children are participating in organized sports, fewer kids
are experiencing the outdoors through unstructured play,
according to Louv, who blames a perceived lack of time, as
well as concerns about safety.
In 2004, Rhonda L. Clements, professor of education
at Manhattanville College in New York State, conducted
a survey of 830 mothers nationwide. While 71 percent
of them reported playing outdoors as children, only 26
percent said their kids did the same on a daily basis.
Interestingly enough, the results showed little differences
between rural and urban settings.
With supercharged academic standards and a greater
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focus on the STEM subjects of science, technology,
engineering and math, some educators may choose to
ignore these trends. But we do so at a tremendous cost given
such extensive evidence that nature — in addition to being
intertwined with a number of scientific fields — not only
sharpens minds but amplifies learning in other subjects.
Indeed, a recent study of children ages 9 and 10 revealed
that hands-on lessons in nature produce students who are
more engaged in their other academic studies. Moreover,
a duo from UC Berkeley points to more than 100 studies
that demonstrate how exposure to nature can have positive
impacts on thought processes, as well as our physical and
mental health.
This is why environmental education programs like
OCDE’s Inside the Outdoors are so vital.
Since 1974, Inside the Outdoors has been nurturing
student knowledge and stewardship of the natural
environment with highly qualified staff and 15 field trip
locations throughout Orange County and Los Angeles
counties. Lessons are aligned with the state’s instructional
standards, and for classes that can’t venture out, the
program dispatches Traveling Scientists to schools, often
accompanied by wildlife.
Inside the Outdoors logs more than 150,000 hours of
environmental STEM learning each year and has served
some 3.5 million students to date. Suffice to say, many of
these students might not otherwise have these experiences.
In April, about 100 teachers, school administrators and
experts gathered in Orange County to discuss how outdoor
and environmental learning experiences can be used to
help develop a well-rounded curriculum. Jointly organized
by OCDE, Inside the Outdoors and the state Department of
Education, the symposium also offered educators a preview
of how environmental literacy is being incorporated into
the state’s Next Generation Science Standards.
Richard Louv was also in attendance as the event’s
keynote speaker. The renowned author told the audience
that “Every teacher who connects students to nature is
doing sacred work.”
It is that and more. Teaching students about nature
and immersing them in the natural environment is
both transformative and enduring, producing benefits
to our bodies and minds that we are only beginning to
understand. Even as we prepare young women and men for
an increasingly digitized world, we must continue to create
opportunities to recharge their minds and spirits in the
great outdoors.
As a child, my family didn’t take lavish vacations. But I
am fortunate that we could occasionally escape the urbanized
confines of Los Angeles to experience a larger world that
asked as many questions as it answered, and today these trips
are among my most cherished childhood memories.
Years later, I see how they prepared me for life as an
educator, as well as for trips with my own sons, who similarly
had moments to gaze up at the countless stars and wonder.

Some secrets are
best kept — but this
isn’t one of them
DESIGNED EXCLUSIVELY FOR
SCHOOL EMPLOYEES
• 1.5% cash back on all purchases
• Rates as low as 9.25% APR1
• Interest-only payments in
the summer2
• Skip-a-payment option in January3

Learn more at schoolsfirstfcu.org/
schoolemployeecreditcard

JOYCE F.
Cardholder Since 1991

Insured by NCUA
APR = Annual Percentage Rate. 1. SchoolsFirst FCU’s credit card program features a range of interest rates based on a variety of factors, including the applicant’s credit
rating. Rates quoted are effective as of 8/1/18 and are subject to change without notice. Variable rate, subject to change after account opening. Foreign transaction fee:
2% of the transaction amount in U.S. dollars. 2. Offered during June, July and August. Members must contact SchoolsFirst FCU to confirm eligibility and to take advantage
of interest-only payments. 3. Automatically offered during January billing cycle to qualified Members. Interest will continue to accrue during the skip payment period.

NOW OPEN

Hoag Health Center Tustin Legacy
Located in The Village at Tustin Legacy, this 60,000-square foot health
center offers health and wellness services for the community.
Hoag Health Center Tustin Legacy
15000 Kensington Park Drive | Tustin, CA 92782
Services:
HOAG MEDICAL GROUP

HOAG URGENT CARE

 Lab

 Pediatrics

 Open

 Specialist

Phone: 714-477-8310
 Internal Medicine
Phone: 714-477-8320
 Rheumatology
Phone: 949-791-3267

7 days a week
 Online wait times & reservations
available at HoagUrgentCare.com
 Phone: 714-477-8300
 Hours:
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Physicians
 Imaging - opening
November 2018

More medical services coming soon including primary and specialist physicians,
physical therapy, and more.

Join Us
Hoag Family Health Fair & Flu Shot Clinic
Saturday, October 27th | 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Free Flu Shots* | Activities for Kids | Blood Drive | Face Painting
Tours | Free Tote Bags
Visit hoag.org/healthfair for more information.
*For adults age 18+ while supplies last.

For more information, visit HOAG.ORG/TUSTIN.

