
®Education + Communication = A Better Nation

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com

Volume 1, Issue 3 February / March 2018www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com

FR
EE

Covering the Capistrano Unified School District

Here We Come! 

Hidden Hills Elementary enjoy College and Career Week! (please see page 10)

http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com


Barkate Orthodontics
We always treat your children like they are our own!

When You Imagine Their Future...
Imagine a Beautiful Smile!

www.BarkateSmiles.com

San Clemente
1031 Avenida Pico, Suite 202

San Clemente, CA 92673
(949) 481-8900

Ladera Ranch
800 Coporate Drive, Suite 260

Ladera Ranch, CA 92694
(949) 365-0700

Newport Beach
2131 Westcliff  Drive, Suite 200 

Newport Beach, CA 92660
(949) 722-9010

http://www.barkatesmiles.com


February / March 2018  3Covering the Capistrano Unified sChool distriCt

Happy 2018! It’s hard to believe that we 
are more than half way through the 2017-18 
school year!

These next four months will be filled 
with an incredible amount of teaching and 
learning for our 50,000 students and then 
the excitement of the end of school and 
summer break as well as graduation for 

nearly 4,000 of our high school seniors.
Leading up to June and throughout this 

school year, we are working on many exciting 
projects. Our solar upgrade project was approved by our 
Board of Trustees in December and we are now entering 
the design phase. This summer we will begin installing 
solar on three of our high school campuses with the District 
Office and three more high school campuses being completed 
throughout this year and over the summer of 2019.

The charge to create a more sustainable and 
environmentally friendly District was led by a coalition of 
Capistrano Unified School District High School Students 
who created a powerful, supportive movement through 
petitions, a website and social media and we are extremely 
proud of their work and collaboration.

Once completed, the solar project is expected to save, 
on average, $849,000 a year, for a total of $21 million in 
savings and no general fund dollars will be used to finance 
this project.

CUSD students are paving the way for a more 
environmentally conscious school District. Their 
commitment to raising awareness will not only create 
positive impacts on our environment, but on our bottom 
line, too!

Kirsten M. 
Vital

SUPERINTENDENT

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Dr. Gary 
Pritchard
Member

Judy 
Bullockus
Member

Patricia 
Holloway

Clerk

Jim 
Reardon
Member

Gila 
Jones

Vice President

Amy 
Hanacek
Member

Martha 
McNicholas

President

Happy New Year!
The new year is well underway and students are focused 

on their academic goals. In this issue there are a variety of 
subjects including honoring Teachers of the Year, PAL Peer 
Assistance Leadership Program, Mole Madness, STEM, 
Developing Autonomous Thinkers, Guide Dogs, The Woot 
Box, Sustainable Gardening and much more. Plan to sit 
awhile and enjoy the life of a Capo student.

Our next issue is April 11. In the meantime, on pages 
27 - 31 are student book reviews and fun activities to enjoy 
during Spring Break! 

Thank you for reading School News.
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Teacher of the Year
Mr. Doug O’Brien was recently selected 

as Aliso Niguel High School’s 2018 Teacher 
of the Year. Mr. O’Brien joined the Wolverine 
faculty in 2006. He is highly regarded 
among students, parents, and colleagues for 
his constant enthusiasm, professionalism, 
and active and engaging classroom lesson 
delivery.

Mr. O’Brien obtained his 
bachelor’s degree from Westmont 
College in Santa Barbara, his 
secondary teaching credential 
from Concordia University, 
and his master’s degree from 
National University. He currently 
teaches Advanced Placement 
U.S. History and world h history 
within Aliso Niguel’s iPad 
Academy. As Mr. O’Brien said: 
“I love to share my interest in 
history with students, who may 
initially have limited interest, 
and see them eventually 

won over. This allows them to connect better with the 
information and see their own lives and efforts as part of a 
grander story.”

In addition to teaching, Mr. O’Brien regularly goes beyond 
the classroom in service tostudents and the school community. 
He currently serves as the Social Science Department chair 
and regularly volunteers for extra responsibilities, including 
committees for curriculum and assessment development, 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) 
accreditation, and site leadership. In the past, Mr. O’Brien was 
also a highly successful volleyball coach for both Aliso Niguel 
and local club volleyball programs.

Congratulations, Mr. O’Brien!

Deni 
Christensen

Principal

Aliso Niguel High School
28000 Wolverine Way, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 • 949/831-5590  

anhs-capousd-ca.schoolloop.com

Mr. Doug O’Brien

Ryan Hickman
Ambuehl student, eco-warrior, 

entrepreneur. At just 3 ½ years old, Ryan 
started a company with a mission: Save the 
Earth’s oceans from plastic bottles. Currently, 
at eight, Ryan’s Recycling business is 
booming! Not only does he collect recyclables 
from neighbors and businesses, Ryan helps 
Mr. Jose, Ambuehl’s custodian, during his 
recesses; educating peers on what can be 
recycled and what heads off to the dump. 

Ryan’s notoriety is not limited to Ambuehl. He appeared 
on The Ellen Show after his story went viral. Additionally, 
local and national news agencies, both print and TV, 
have picked up his story. Last December, CNN broadcast 
an interview with him. Proceeds from Ryan’s Recycling 
t-shirts benefit the Marine Mammal Center. The rest of 
Ryan’s financial gains are placed in savings. His parents 
insist the money is for college, but Ryan has other plans, 
“I’m going to buy a trash truck!”

Anthony Bogle
Principal

Harold Ambuehl Elementary
28001 San Juan Creek Rd., San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 • 949/661-0400 

abes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

949.251.9085  •  cprutc.com
Contact Us Today!
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You Select Day & Time
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Student Leaders
Aliso Viejo 

Middle School 
offers students 
three opportunities 
to participate as 
student leaders 
on campus. The 
Associated Student 
Body (ASB), Peer 

Assistance Leadership (PAL), and 
yearbook classes collaborate to set 
an example of motivation, school 
spirit, and kindness through a 
variety of activities, interactions 
with both students and staff 
members, and reporting.

Since each class provides 
students with real-world 
experience of creating materials, 
implementing plans, and getting feedback, leadership 
students in each class meet together multiple times during 
the year to discuss their challenges and triumphs. This 
begins before the school year even starts with a three-day, 
intensive leadership camp for all three classes. During this 
camp, students learn leadership basics, including teamwork 
and setting an example, and they have opportunities to 
practice the skills they will need throughout the year, such 
as writing and making announcements and budgeting.

Yearbook student Erin Brennan commented that 
working with the other leadership classes helps them to 
“grow closer with friends we never thought existed.” She 
also explained that having three different classes as part 
of leadership gives more students the chance to participate 
by using their specific skills. “It makes it so everyone can 
participate,” Erin added. “And you have satisfaction of 
knowing that you have done something important for your 
school.”

Cynthia Steinert
Principal

Aliso Viejo Middle School
111 Park Avenue, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 • 949/831-2622 • avms-capousd-ca.schoolloop.co

Teachers of the Year
Arroyo Vista K–8 School is proud to 

announce our 2017–2018 Teachers of the 
Year, Tammy Trainor and Marie Tahbaz. 
Mrs. Trainor, a first-grade teacher, and Mrs. 
Tahbaz, a middle school math teacher, are 
both excellent examples of the quality of 
educators at Arroyo Vista.

Mrs. Tahbaz began teaching in Capistrano 
Unified School District in 1993 and joined 

the Arroyo Vista K–8 staff in 2005. Mrs. Tahbaz is the Math 
Department chair and has been responsible for setting the 
foundation for hundreds of students to experience success 
in higher levels of math. She is truly dedicated to the 
students and teachers at Arroyo Vista and passionate about 
mathematics. Mrs. Tahbaz works with students during 
lunch and prep time and organizes peer tutoring during 
our tutorial period. For her, failure is not an option.

Mrs. Trainor began her teaching career at Arroyo 
Vista Elementary School 21 years ago. She taught 
kindergarten and second grade before moving to Tijeras 
Creek Elementary School. For the next 15 years, Mrs. 
Trainor taught kindergarten and first grade. In 2016, 
Mrs. Trainor returned to Arroyo Vista! Mrs. Trainor has 
always valued the opportunity to share and collaborate 
with her colleagues and is grateful for their knowledge and 
expertise. She shared that it’s rewarding to witness the 
student growth that takes place each year.

Arroyo Vista K–8 is fortunate to have a caring, 
dedicated, and professional staff with a combined 753 
years of teaching experience, and we are proud of all of our 
teachers. Mrs. Trainor and Mrs. Tahbaz truly care about 
their students, and both of these outstanding educators 
have the growth mindset it takes to help their students to 
be successful.

Congratulations, Mrs. Trainor and Mrs. Tahbaz!

Joe McGann
Principal

Arroyo Vista K-8
23371 Arroyo Vista, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/234-5951 • avk8.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

http://avms-capousd-ca.schoolloop.com
http://avk8.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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Military Family Members Honored
In collaboration with PTA, Don Juan 

Avila Elementary School welcomed family 
members who served (and currently serve) 
in the military as part of our annual Veterans 
Day Celebration. This year, on November 
9th, we honored Veterans from all branches 
of the military-even a 93 year old Veteran 
who served in World War II! Several of our 

Veterans volunteered 
to speak to DJAES’s 
students about their 
experiences in the 
military. Many of our 
Veterans also went to 
classrooms to further 
share their stories. 
The life lessons and 
knowledge our students 
gain from our Veterans 
every year are priceless. 
5th grade students 
sang military songs and 
spoke during our annual 
Veterans Day Assembly 
to express gratitude for 
those who have served. 

We are so proud of 
our families at Don Juan 
Avila Elementary School 
and look forward to our 
Veterans Day celebration 
each year!

Dr. Krystal Allan
Principal

Don Juan Avila Elementary
26278 Wood Canyon, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 • 949/349-9452 • djaes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com 

Real-Life Learning
This year, our instructional focus at 

Don Juan Avila Middle School (DJAMS) 
highlights student interaction. Our belief 
is that learning truly comes to life when 
students can engage with each other in 
debate, projects, and active labs.

A prime example of such interactive 
learning is in our seventh-grade science 
class. Our seventh-grade science students 
recently participated in a group project/lab in 

which they role-played being chemical engineers hired by 
the NBA Golden State Warriors. Their task was to engineer 
a device that would either heat or cool the body to help 
with healing.

The project was a real-world, performance-based 
assessment in which students were able to apply their 
knowledge from previous lessons on endothermic and 
exothermic reactions. This assignment required students 
to deeply expand upon concepts they had been learning 
in class in a creative and interactive manner. Students 
were motivated by the concept of the project, as well as the 
team-based competition that arose.

The project had clear step-by-step expectations for 
each group and followed the scientific model with fidelity. 
Additionally, the project really helped students connect 
seemingly theoretical concepts in very tangible ways that 
are relatable to their lives, as many of them play sports and 
have had injuries.

Manoj 
Mahindrakar

Principal

Don Juan Avila Middle School
26278 Wood Canyon, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 •949/362-0348 • djams.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Kenneth Weigel (WWII veteran-great grandfather of Dylan Fox)

Channing Torrianni with her father, 
Paul Torrianni

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://djaes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://djams.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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Teacher of the Year
By Loretta Vavrick, Teacher
English Language Arts

As teachers, we come across colleagues 
who are truly outstanding and gifted 
educators. These teachers are often honored 
as Teachers of the Year. For the 2017–2018 
school year, this honor has been bestowed on 
Brooke Powell, who serves as an inspiration 
to not only her students but also to her 
colleagues.

In the classroom, she motivates her students to learn 
and to think outside the box. She teaches her students to 
find the excitement in reading and to become insightful 
writers. Along with creating and delivering innovative 
lessons, she strives to remain current in the latest 
strategies.  Ms. Powell radiates enthusiasm and a love 
for teaching. She remains dedicated to all her students, 

utilizing strategies that meet the needs of the strongest as 
well as the ones needing support.

Ms. Powell is also an invaluable member of the 
leadership team. Serving as English Language Arts 
Department chair, she is a source of guidance and 
assistance for her peers. She is always willing to help, 
whether it is assisting one of her colleagues with a lesson 
or troubleshooting computer problems. Additionally, she 
is on the Intervention Committee, which has studied 
intervention models from other schools as well as current 
research and is working to create an intervention system 
for our school. She recently received intensive training 
to be a leader of a Professional Learning Community, 
and she is also trained in Cognitive Coaching.

Bernice Ayers Middle School is fortunate to have such 
an inspirational and dedicated instructor. Congratulations 
to Brooke Powell on receiving the honor of Teacher of the 
Year.

Nicholaus Stever
Principal

Bernice Ayer Middle School
1271 Calle Sarmentoso, San Clemente, CA 92673 • 949/366-9607 • bams.schoolloop.com

A Visit with a Congresswoman
The fifth-grade students at Bathgate 

Elementary School have been learning 
about the different positions within our 
government that are available to citizens. 
Their focus is on the question of why laws 
continue to evolve.

The students have been excited to be 
researching who their local representatives 
are, and to establish a connection to a citizen 

who is involved in the process of law-making. But Bathgate 
alumnus and District Representative Donovan Higbee 

offered to set up the opportunity of a lifetime for our 
students. The entire fifth-grade class recently participated 
in a Skype session with Representative Mimi Walters!

Our students asked her a number of government-
related questions, while Congresswoman Walters actually 
Skyped back to them from her desk, which made the whole 
experience even more exciting!

The fifth-graders asked some intriguing questions. 
She also spoke with them about the local issues she was 
currently working on. What an amazing real-life connection 
to our U.S government!

Shelly Kurtz
Principal

Bathgate Elementary
27642 Napoli Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 • 949/348-0451 • bges.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

http://bams.schoolloop.com
http://bges.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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Thank You, Partners!
Truman Benedict 

students have the 
choice of either vocal 
or instrumental music 
in the fourth and fifth 
grade as part of the 
district’s comprehensive, 
rigorous curriculum. 
Our PTA and Forester 

Ranch Education Foundation (FREF) 
partnerships also let us provide TK–3 
students with vocal music.

All grade levels attend at least 
one field trip to a curriculum-based 
learning experience to enhance science 
and social studies connections. Trips 
have included the tide pools at the 
Ocean Institute, Pali Mountain Camp 
and the San Juan Capistrano Mission. 
PTA also funds Art Masters, which teaches about the 
historical and artistic works of the masters and follows 
up with students replicating a famous piece. PTA has also 
allowed us to expand district-provided 1:1 fourth- and fifth-
grade Chromebook use to first, second and third grades.

Through school/family events and fund-raising, 
our students enjoy unique curriculum-enhancement 
opportunities. Through the partnership, hard work and 
dedication of these volunteers, we can offer these rich 
programs.

Heidi Harvey
Principal

Truman Benedict Elementary
1251 Calle Sarmentoso, San Clemente, CA 92673 • 949/498-6617 • tbes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

PAL Conflict Managers
The PAL Peer Assistance Leadership 

Program is a peer-to-peer outreach program. 
This effort promotes a positive school 
climate, increased academic success, 
responsible behavior, and involvement in 
community service. It also teaches life skills 
and builds resiliency and leadership qualities 
in students.

Our Conflict 
Managers set an 
example by always 
following school 
rules and working 
together with their 
peers as a team. 
The program is 
designed to allow 
specially chosen 
and trained 
students to help 
other students 
find positive 
ways to solve 
disagreements 
through conflict 
resolution. 

Bergeson is always striving to find ways to help its 
students be successful in all settings here at school. I am 
thankful to all of our dedicated staff and parents who 
help to ensure that all of our programs at Bergeson are 
successful. Without such a dedicated and caring staff and 
community, Bergeson would not be the amazing school that 
it is. Go, Bulldogs!

Greg Hauser
Principal

Marian Bergeson Elementary
25302 Rancho Niguel Rd., Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 • 949/643-1540 • bgnes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://tbes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://bgnes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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Mole Madness
Have you ever wondered why chemists use 

moles? What are stoichiometric calculations? 
What are units of mass? Students at 
California Preparatory Academy pondered 
these questions. Science teacher, Dr. Deborah 
Marsing, invited students to participate in a 
hands-on activity where they experimented 
with conversions. Moles are never mundane 
at Cal Prep Academy. In fact, Dr. Marsing 

proclaimed that, “Moles are magical!” How do you convert 
moles to grams and moles to molecules?  Just ask the 
chemistry students at Cal Prep Academy!

To learn more about online classes offered at Cal Prep Academy 
call (949) 234-5317, visit our website at calprepacademy.org or 
join us for a Parent/Student information meeting on February 
27th or March 12th at 6:00 pm.

Jolene 
Dougherty

Principal

California Preparatory Academy (9-12)
32972 Calle Perfecto, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 • 949/234-5317 

 www.calprepacademy.org

Taking Learning to the Next Level
Benefits of a flexible educational schedule 

include opportunities for students to learn in 
exploratory, unique, and unstructured ways. 
CUSD’s Capistrano Virtual and Homeschool 
values learning experiences that result 
from our family excursions. Keeping grade 
levels and Common Core Standards in mind, 
we plan monthly trips to a variety of high-
interest locations. 

Some of our 2017-2018 school year trips include The 
Segerstrom Center of Arts, the San Diego Botanical 
Gardens, Anaheim Ducks Stadium, and Tanaka Farms. 
All our families are invited and encouraged to attend the 
trips that enrich student learning in meaningful ways. 
Student curiosity is stimulated and knowledge is retained 
as students learn and collaborate in a contextual manner. 
The availability and accessibility of our excursions are one 
of the many advantages of our school!

To learn more about our school call us or visit @
CapoVirtual on social media.

Jolene 
Dougherty

Administrator

Capistrano Home/Virtual School (K-8)
32972 Calle Perfecto, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 • 949/234-9374  

virtual-capousd-ca.schoolloop.com

http://www.calprepacademy.org
http://virtual-capousd-ca.schoolloop.com
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Canyon Vista Happenings
By Kasey Miller and Taylor Bonanno,  
Students –5th Grade

Our school is a wonderful learning facility. 
We have many events happening at our school.

We have morning announcements on 
Thursdays concerning what’s going on at our 
school. One of the announcement traditions 
is our Upstander Awards, which are given 
to outstanding scholars for their acts of 

kindness. Our next activity is our carnival. We have lots 
of fun games, rides, and food to sell to raise money for 
our PTA. Next is the Science Expo, which gives scholarly 
students the opportunity to create science projects.

Another favorite event is our Daddy/Daughter 
Sweetheart Dance for Valentine’s Day. We enjoy fun games 
and dance to raise money for fifth-grade Science Camp. 
This camp is a new school tradition, giving students the 
chance to enjoy many fun activities at the Irvine Nature 
Reserve.

Here at Canyon Vista Elementary School, we are proud 
to say we have distributed clean water to those in Haiti 
and Uganda by helping to fund wells through the Wells 
of Life Foundation. We are also proud to say we have 
healthy gardens throughout Canyon Vista that serve many 
purposes, including providing opportunities for students 
to learn gardening and providing milkweed to give our 
butterflies shelter and food.

Our school is a great learning facility with many things 
going on.

Jeana Dagley
Principal

Canyon Vista Elementary
27800 Oak View Drive, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 • 949/234-5941  

cves.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Showcasing STEAM Achievements
In October, Capo was very excited to host 

the annual STEAM showcase for the second 
year in a row. The goal of this event was to 
create a family-friendly environment that could 
highlight the importance of STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, art and mathematics) 
education while also celebrating holidays 
like Halloween and Día de Los Muertos and 
bringing the community together.

The event featured educational experiments presented 
by the OC Science club, festive dances and cultural decorations 
from the Hispanic Career Club, and several family-engaging 
booths headed by Capo’s other clubs. With the help of these clubs, 
members of the community were able to buy food, enjoy dance 
and musical performances, and go “trunk or treating” for candy.

Senior Harlan Tsui heads OC Science and was proud to 
help put together this successful event. His interest was 
piqued in his eighth-grade Robotics class, where he learned 
about STEAM education.

Tsui shared his thought on STEAM, saying that “STEAM 
differed from the usual mantra being pushed, STEM, 
because it included arts into its program, which is more 
important than many people realize. If you can build an 
amazing car but it looks terrible, it still won’t sell well.”

Harlan wanted to use this districtwide event to spread 
interest and passion for STEAM education and Hispanic 
heritage.

“Everybody absolutely loved seeing the Día de los Muertos 
activities and bailes along with all the cool science 
demonstrations and experiments,” he said.

John Misustin
Principal

Capistrano Valley High School
26301 Via Escolar, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 • 949/364-6100  

 www.cvhs.com

Giving Back
Castille Elementary School 

students and families spent 
the months of November and 
December giving back to 
their community and local 
philanthropic organizations.

In November, we collected 
more than 3,000 pounds of 
food to help stock a local food 

pantry with canned goods, dry cereal, and 
peanut butter before the holidays. We also 
honored our veterans for their service at a 
special flag ceremony, which concluded with 
our kindergarten students leading the crowd 
in the singing of “Proud to be an American.”

In December, our students brought 
in 246 brand-new pairs of pajamas for 
local children and donated money to 
Friends of Kids with Cancer. They were 
rewarded with the opportunity to wear 
their pajamas and holiday hats to school! 
Additionally, our school community 
“adopted” six local families by purchasing 
new gifts for them to have under the 
Christmas tree.

We are beyond proud of our  
Peer Assistance Leadership (PAL) and 
student council for organizing these 
collection drives, and we are thankful to 
our generous students and parents for 
showing how much they truly care  
about others.

Laura Lyon
Principal

Castille Elementary
24042 Via La Coruna, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/234-5976 • ctes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://cves.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://virtual-capousd-ca.schoolloop.com
http://ctes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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Giving Back
Chaparral Elementary School is focusing 

on kindness and helping others in need. To 
start the year, Chaparral partnered with Oso 
Grande and adopted schools in Texas that 
were impacted by Hurricane Harvey. The 
Texas schools needed school supplies to start 
the year. Ladera Ranch families shopped 
online wish lists, made cash donations, 
purchased books, and donated backpacks. 

During November, Chaparral families donated new or 
gently worn shoes to change lives in communities around 
the globe. The collection of shoes was sent to developing 
countries to support economic growth.

Just last month, the Chaparral community participated 
in Operation Santa. New toys and clothing were collected 
to help children, teens and seniors in Orange County. As 
part of the drive, students and staff joined in the annual 
Pajama Day. Everyone was encouraged to wear pajamas 
and bring a pair to donate.

Chaparral is looking forward to continuing efforts to 
show kindness and give back.

Melissa Schaefer
Principal

Chaparral Elementary
29001 Sienna Parkway, Ladera Ranch, CA 92694 • 949/234-5349  

chpes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Teacher of the Year
I want to take a moment and introduce 

you to our Concordia Teacher of the Year, 
Mrs. Powell. A native-born Californian, 
Mrs. Powell attended high school at Pacific 
Palisades, where Star Wars director J.J. 
Abrams also went to school. 

She then earned her college degrees at 
Denver University and the University of 
Colorado, Boulder. It was there that she 
met her husband of 25 years, Dave. Their 

son Kasey is currently attending the USC School of Law, 
and daughter Hailey is attending Colorado State. Clearly, 
education is important to the Powell family.

Mrs. Powell came to San Clemente in 1988, and has 
taught at Las Palmas Elementary, Ole Hanson Elementary, 
and now at Concordia Elementary. She is currently teaching 
in the second grade, and is loved by our students, parents, 
and colleagues. We all love Mrs. Powell and are blessed to 
have her at our school. Congratulations!

Rob
McKane
Principal

Concordia Elementary
3120 Avenida Del Presidente, San Clemente, CA 92672 • 949/492-3060  

cces.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Thank you for reading School News!

http://chpes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://cces.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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STEM Transforms School
As a Science and Technology Academy, 

RH Dana has entered the world of STEM-
focused schools which incorporate project-
based learning where students are engaged, 
exploring, explaining, elaborating, and 
evaluating. STEM lessons include students 
actively designing and engineering with 
technology resources and carpentry tools 
in the newly installed Design Lab. The 
innovative Design Lab contains reproducible 

materials, mini iPads to create videos with green screens, 
Spheros, and code-a-pillars. Classroom STEM lessons also 
include a variety of resources and instructional strategies 
such as Chromebooks for every child to view Discovery 
Education learning videos and Inside the Outdoors station-
based science assemblies. The opportunities for hands-on 
intense learning experiences in science and technology will 
provide students with the skills and pathways to exceed 

in these concentrated areas. We not only empower young 
minds in the classroom, but with community partnerships, 
we empower and inspire learning experiences for careers 
in the 21st century. 

Dr. Christina 
Portillo
Principal

R.H. Dana Elementary
24242 La Cresta Dr., Dana Point, CA 92629 • 949/496-5784 • rhdana.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Professional Learning Community
As we enter the second half of the 2017-

18 school year, teachers at ENF are gearing 
up to continue implementing the teaching 
strategies to promote effective learning 
experiences for their students.

Collaborative planning and sharing of 
valuable resources during the staff 
development day of December 22, 2017 
proved to enhance our Professional Learning 

Community. Implementation of those plans will allow to our 
students to learn more each day and become all that they 
can be, per our school mission.

Judy Doré
Principal

R.H. Dana Exceptional Needs Facility
24242 La Cresta Dr., Dana Point, CA 92629 • 949/234-5505  

rhdenf.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Biotechnology Basic Lab Skills
Biotechnology is a rapidly expanding 

industry. In order to prepare students for a 
career in this field, Dana Hills High School 
has partnered with Irvine Valley College 
to offer a Biotechnology Lab Assistant 
Certificate.To earn a certificate, students 
need to take three courses which include 
Introduction to Biotechnology lecture and lab, 
Fundamental Chemistry, and Biotechnology 

Basic Lab Skills. The Introduction of Biotechnology lecture 
and lab is offered as a junior/senior year long course at Dana 
Hills. In this class students learn about DNA, proteins, and 
genetic engineering. They develop the laboratory skills that 

are necessary to work 
as an entry laboratory 
lab technician at a 
Biotechnology company 
or university setting. 
This class also has 
formed collaboration with 
Dr. Madeline Rasche’s 
biochemistry lab at CSUF, 
where students have a 
chance to use the skills 
learned to work on a 
project focusing on the 
effect of methane gas on 
global warming.

Dr. Josh Porter
Principal

Dana Hills High School
33333 Golden Lantern, Dana Point, CA 92629 • 949/496-6666  

www.dhhs.net

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://rhdana.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://rhdenf.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://www.dhhs.net
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Next-Gen Learning Academy
Imagine a school focused on 

STEAM and 21st century skills—a 
school where all students learn to 
code in class and use creativity and 
critical thinking to solve problems 
using robotics and a fully equipped 
maker space. These students also 
learn about botany and sustainability 
and then take what they’ve grown and 

create a culinary creation—really establishing the 
farm-to-table connection.

And what if students could compare the cells of 
radishes and cucumbers and decide which has more 
cellular mass and density by using a modern lab 
with microscopes? Would this be a place you would 
want to learn? Would this be a place where you want 
your children to learn?

This is Del Obispo, Next-Generation Learning 
Academy. In December, Del Obispo launched five 
labs: Robotics Lab, Culinary Creation Lab, Discovery 
Science Lab, Outdoor Science Lab and Maker 
Space Innovation Lab. Come experience the next 
generation of school!

Suzanne Heck
Principal

Del Obispo Elementary
25591 Camino del Avion, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 • 949/234-5905 • does.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Developing Autonomous Thinkers
Allowing students to have choices is the 

key component in developing autonomy and 
independence in young minds. At Marco 
Forster Middle School, students have many 
choices in STEAM electives that include 
Robotics, Tech Lab, and Oceanography. 
The courses are 
designed to support 
the Common Core 

and NGSS Standards. In Robotics, 
students learn to build and program 
robots, Code with the Sphero SPRK, 
and create animatronics with Little 
Bits Electronics. In Tech lab, the 
students explore different careers 
and skills to help them be career 
ready for the 21st century. The 
classroom has fifteen different 
modules that the students rotate 
through. These modules include 
Solid Works and Master Cam 
where they 3-D print their designs. 
They learn Biotech and Genetics, 

Computer Animation, CNC Mill, Robotics, Audio and Video 
Production, Graphic Designs, and more. In Oceanography 
students become science citizens on a research vessel and 
collect data as evidence to the oceans vitalitiy. The goal of 
the program is to develop a future generation filled with 
autonomous thinkers, designers, creative visionaries and 
problem solvers prepared for their future careers.

Carrie Bertini
Principal

Marco Forster Middle School
25601 Camino del Avion, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 • 949/234-5907 • mfms.schoolloop.com

http://does.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://mfms.schoolloop.com
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A College and Career Focus
As we open our “School of Choice” window 

for 2018, I’d like to take this opportunity to 
welcome you and your family to our fantastic 
school! At Kinoshita, everyone matters! 

We take pride in being a school that 
focuses on all of our students. With 
the support of our community, local 
partnerships, and various student and family 
programs, we are able to provide quality 
services to meet your child’s physical, 

mental, emotional, and academic needs. Our highly 
qualified teachers provide a warm learning environment, 
and also use up-to-date educational strategies that can 
offer a rich academic experience for all students. 

Our scholars are given many opportunities to discuss 
and dialogue with their peers around various projects and 
academic tasks. You will also notice that every student 
can participate in group discussions in each classroom, 
and offer their own ideas and suggestions. Every child 
participates! 

Our teachers actively incorporate Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) to help 
guide student inquiry and understanding. They also use the 
Advancement Via Individual Determination system (AVID) 
to instill a strong college and career focus. 

As you can see, we have a dynamic school that will 
offer your child a great educational experience while also 
learning from a dedicated and supportive staff. It is my 
sincere hope that you can join us to become a part of our 
Kinoshita family. I look forward to meeting you soon! 

What questions do you have for me? Please contact me at 
949-489-2131, or email jlpedraza@capous.

José Luis 
Pedraza
Principal

Kinoshita Elementary
2 Via Positiva, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 • 949/489-2131  

kses.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

A Busy Season
Our Ladera Ranch Lions participated in 

their annual Fun Run in late October. It is 
our biggest PTA fundraiser of the year, and 
they really outdid themselves this year by 
raising $110,082.00! It is because of our very 
involved and dedicated parent community 
that our LRES Lions can enjoy such 
programs as primary music, Walk Through 
California, Walk Through the American 

Revolution, Chromebook carts, Raz Kids, Reading Counts, 
computer lab, and more.

In December we celebrated Kathy Plambeck as our 
LRES Teacher of the Year. This distinction was voted on 

by all of our LRES faculty, and the honor is well-deserved. 
Mrs. Plambeck’s amazing service and dedication to our 
students each and every year for the past 33 years is quite 
an accomplishment.

Another LRES teacher was celebrated in January, as 
we bid farewell and happy retirement to Patty Schuh. Mrs. 
Schuh has been a teacher with the CUSD for 19 years, with 
nine wonderful years at our school. While we wish her the 
best in her upcoming ventures, she will certainly be missed 
by our staff, students, and parents.

As you can see, there are many exciting things going 
on at LRES. We are looking forward to a fantastic winter 
with many more fun events and adventures in learning. Go, 
Lions!

Sandra Miller
Principal

Ladera Ranch Elementary
29551 Sienna Parkway, Ladera Ranch, CA 92694 • 949/234-5915 • lres.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Focused on Learning
Hankey International Baccalaureate 

Academy staff members have truly 
demonstrated the learner attributes of 
inquiry, open-mindedness and risk-taking 
this year, embarking on a Focus School 
journey accompanied by staff from Don Juan 
Avila, Niguel Hills and Aliso Viejo middle 
schools. Guided by instructional coach Stacey 
Olson and with support from coaches Darla 

O’Leary, Jennifer Austin and Marie Sykes, Hankey’s K–8 
staff is committed to learning about and applying the four 
fundamental questions guiding a professional learning 
community (PLC), i.e., what we want all students to learn, 
how we’ll know they’ve learned it, how we’ll respond if 
they don’t learn it, and how we’ll respond if learning has 
occurred.

Grade-level and department collaboration began in 
September, when teams met to comb through the English-
language-arts and math Common Core Standards. After 
intense scrutiny and debate, Hankey’s staff became the first 
CUSD site to articulate a kindergarten-through-eighth-
grade pathway of spiraling prioritized and supporting 
standards. What followed next was careful “unpacking” of 
these prioritized standards, a process enabling teachers 
to articulate exactly what students should know and be 
able to do. As we hit the midyear mark, Hankey’s staff is 
now focused on creating common formative assessments—
tools to quickly measure and guide instruction. As these 
are made and the data is interpreted, teachers are able to 
remediate, reinforce or extend learning.

At Hankey IB Academy, our goal is “All Means All,” 
because we are a small school making a big difference.

Dana Aguilera
Principal

Carl Hankey (K-8)
27252 Nubles, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 • 949/234-5315  

chhawks.schoolloop.com

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://kses.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://lres.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://chhawks.schoolloop.com
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Writing Group
In 2015, Ladera Ranch Middle School 

started many groups on campus to connect 
students who have similar interests and 
hobbies. One group is the Student Writing 
Group mentored by Assistant Principal and 
published author Kristin Orloff.

The group shares ideas for stories, critiques each other’s 
work and collaborates. The group meets once a week at 
lunch and includes 6th, 7th and 8th graders. Mrs. Orloff 
wrote a grant and purchased an “author’s library” for 
student use.

The last two years, Mrs. Orloff’s adult writing group 
met with the student writing group at Barnes and Noble in 
Irvine. This cross-generational critique group inspired each 
other as they shared stories, ideas and advice.

Dr. George 
Duarte
Principal

Ladera Ranch Middle School
29551 Sienna Parkway, Ladera Ranch, CA 92694 • 949/234-5922 • lrms.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Here We Come!
By Cleo Victa, Counselor

Every year at Hidden Hills, we have 
College and Career Week! This year, we 
will celebrate with the theme “College 
or Trade School—Here I Come.” This 
is always a fun-filled week, with many 
activities that encourage students to 
begin thinking about their future. 
Students sign an “I’m Going to College” 
banner, wear the colors or a jersey or a 

shirt of their favorite college, tour the campus to view 
classroom college posters, wear clothes that represent 
what they want to be when they grow up, and meet 
professionals to explore a variety of careers. The 
teachers and staff at Hidden Hills enjoy this special 
week as well. They talk to students about the colleges 
they wanted to attend and why they chose that college 
and their career.

At Hidden Hills Elementary School, we believe that it’s 
never too early to begin planning for the future! We support 

our students in building the foundation that will see them 
through middle school and high school and into higher 
education and beyond to a successful career. College and 
career preparation begins in kindergarten!

Pamela  
Allen-Sawyer

Principal

Hidden Hills Elementary
25142 Hidden Hills Rd., Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 • 949/495-0050 • hhes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

http://lrms.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://hhes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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Something Fishy Going On!
By Kristine Cuevas  
5th-Grade Teacher

There’s something fishy going on at LNES!
My 5th-grade class is raising rainbow 

trout through an Orange County program 
called Trout in the Classroom (TIC). The 
TIC program is possible only through the 
dedicated volunteers of the Fly Fishers Club 
of Orange County.

The students 
have received 100 
rainbow-trout eggs 
from a hatchery. In 
about eight weeks, 
the fish will develop 
to the fry stage and 
will be released in 
Trabuco Creek. The 
students will research 
and learn a variety of 
environmental topics, 
diet, habitat, and the 
internal and external 
parts of a trout. All of 
the other grade levels 
will be invited to come 

to their trout museum and hear what they’ve learned by 
watching slide shows and videos, and observing the trout. 

My hope is that I’ve hooked other classrooms in CUSD to 
give this hands-on learning experience a try in the future!

Michelle Moore
Principal

Laguna Niguel Elementary
27922 Niguel Heights Blvd., Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 • 949/234-5308  

lnes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Always All Stars
This fall, Las Flores Middle School 

(LFMS) launched a version of the highly 
successful All Stars program created by the 
students and staff of Ladera Ranch Middle 
School (LRMS). Las Flores’ PRIDE Stars 
program was created to assist students in 
experiencing the pride and joy of serving 
others. Research indicates that students 
who are civically engaged at a young age 

are likely to remain active members of our democracy as 
adults.

Along with the 2017–18 Peer Assistance and Leadership 
class, Kirschel Vollebregt and Kim McDermott worked 
with Meredith Ritner—previously at Ladera Ranch Middle 
School—to tailor the program to the Las Flores students, 
staff and community.

The 47 LFMS students have already verified nearly 500 
volunteer hours, completing various on- and off-campus 
volunteer-based tasks. Students are able to complete 
school-based as well as non-school-based volunteer 
opportunities to earn volunteer hours. The volunteer 
hours add up toward a student’s declared goal of achieving 
a minimum number of hours to earn the President’s 
Volunteer Service Award. Students are able to earn the 
bronze award with volunteer hours totaling 50 to 74, silver 
totaling 75 to 99, and gold at over 100 or more documented 
volunteer hours. LFMS students are also able to earn a 
20-hour LFMS-created award designed to help foster 
volunteerism without the intensive time requirement.

LFMS would like to thank LRMS for their support in 
establishing this program at LFMS. Students have already 
reported significant changes in perspectives about the 
world and how they fit within it!

Sean McNamara
Principal

Las Flores Middle School
25862 Antonio Pkwy., Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/589-6543 • lfms.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

STEAM
Academy of Innovation teachers are 

rocking the new STEAM curriculum! Growth 
mindset is taking a front seat at Lobo and the 
staff is increasing project-based learning in 
each classroom. The lessons are geared for 
high student engagement and the excitement 
is growing every day. Students are viewed 
as creators, not consumers and they are 
active in the planning of the lessons. The 

innovation lab is being used daily for the students to create 
prototypes, test hypotheses and to solve real life problems.

Cheryl Sampson
Principal

Clarence Lobo Elementary
200 Avenida Vista Montana, San Clemente, CA 92672 • 949/366-6740  

cles.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Academy of Innovation teachers working on a prototype in the Lab.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://lnes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://lfms.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://cles.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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Hawks Soar to New Heights!
As a team we are demonstrating 

how TRRFCC we are as a community of 
learners as well as moving Full STEAM 
Ahead — Advancing our implementation of 
Science Technology Engineering Arts and 
Mathematics (STEAM)!

Our Moulton Team- students, teachers, 
staff, parents, PTA, RMIQ Foundation and 
community works together to implement STEAM! 

Science: Moulton Garden, TK – 5th Grade Science 
Lab, Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) 
Implementation. 
Technology: Technology Advancement, 3rd, 4th and 5th 
Grade 1:1 Chromebooks and K-2nd Grade Technology Centers. 

Engineering: K-5th Grade Brain Builders Engineering 
Program. 
Arts: TK-3rd Grade Primary Music, 4th and 5th Grade 
Block Music, K-5th  Grade Art Stars 
Mathematics: Implementation of Common Core Math, 
Moby Max Math and Cognitive Guided Instruction (CGI).

We are so proud of our accomplishments:setting goals, 
striving to reach our goals, demonstrating kindness, 
and persevering through each challenge with Respect, 
Responsibility and Relationships!

We Truly are a TRRFCC School! Trustworthiness 
~Respect ~ Responsibility ~ Fairness ~ Caring 
~Citizenship

Moulton Hawks Rock!

Jacqueline 
Campbell
Principal

Moulton Elementary
29851 Highlands, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 • 949/234-5980 • mnes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Sharing and Growing
Las Flores Elementary School has been a 

very busy place! We are excited to share that 
we have launched our Watch Dads of Great 
Students (DOGS) program this year. Watch 
DOGS is a national, school-based program 
that encourages family and community 
engagement. We have already had many dads 
join us to help make a positive impact on the 
children of Las Flores Elementary.

Through the Wear a Pair, Bring a Pair pajama donation 
drive, we were able to collect 250 pairs of pajamas for 
Orangewood Children’s Home. This provides the children 
of Orangewood with the gift of a brand-new pair of cozy 
pajamas for the holidays. Working in collaboration with Las 

Flores Middle School, we partnered with Operation Santa 
to send gifts to local children and senior citizens who might 
otherwise not receive anything. Finally, our Peer Assistance 
Leadership (PAL) students collected used towels and 
blankets to donate to Mission Viejo Animal Shelter to help 
keep dogs and cats warm on these cold winter evenings.

Our garden is continuing to grow, thanks to our 
incredible volunteers! Grants are helping to provide plants 
and soil, and the volunteers bring in lessons to support 
grade-level curriculum. Second-graders acted out the life of 
a plant from seed and root all the way through pollination 
and fruit. Fifth-graders are learning how to repurpose items 
such as tires, plastic bottles, and pallets, which otherwise 
might end up in landfills, to design a garden area.

Our Las Flores Cubs are growing!

Holly Wiseman
Principal

Las Flores Elementary
25862 Antonio Pkwy., Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/589-6935 • lfes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Las Palmas Elementary School Turns 90!
This year Las Palmas Elementary School 

in San Clemente turns 90 years old! The 
school shares this distinguished birthday 
with the city of San Clemente. Las Palmas 
opened in the 1927–1928 school as San 
Clemente Grammar School. By its second 
year, the school was educating 80 students. 
It was a beautiful building overlooking Plaza 
Park that included a pond with swans in it.

Las Palmas, now a modernized, earthquake-safe facility, 
is a bustling Spanish Immersion program serving close to 
900 students. The school is focused on the future while 
being one of the most historic schools in the area.

Members of the community often stop to tell me what 
the school used to be like. A few years ago, a gentleman 
told me a great story. “The nurse’s office was on the second 
story, and we had to go upstairs to see the nurse,” he said. 
“By the time you got up there, you were either really sick 
and exhausted, or you could see the ocean and decide you 
really needed a sick day for completely different reasons.” 
That story brings a smile to anyone who lives in this 
beautiful beach town.

You are welcome to visit Las Palmas on San Clemente 
Day, February 24 from 12 to 4 p.m. We will have old photos 
and snacks, the kindergarten rooms will be open, and you 
are welcome to walk our grounds. We are even a stop on 
the trolley! We look forward to seeing you!

Kristen Nelson
Principal

Las Palmas Elementary
1101 Calle Puente, San Clemente, CA 92672 •949/234-5333 • lpes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

http://mnes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://lfes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://lpes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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True Support Provider
Laura Coy (Kindron) begins 

her first year as assistant 
principal of John S. Malcom 
Elementary School and George 
White Elementary School this 
year. She received a bachelor’s 
degree in liberal studies from 
Cal State San Bernardino, 
a multiple-subject teaching 

credential from the Ontario-Montclair School 
District Intern Academy, and a master’s 
degree in education from National University. Mrs. Coy 
has been an educator for 20 years as a classroom teacher 
and a teacher on special assignment with the Magnolia 
School District prior to assuming the position of assistant 
principal with the Capistrano Unified School District.

Malcom is a Positive Behavior Interventions and 
Support (PBIS) school. The purpose of PBIS is to 
make schools more effective, efficient and equitable 
learning environments through a three-tiered 
system of behavioral supports. At Malcom, Mrs. 
Coy is a member of the site PBIS team. She also 
supports teachers in providing ongoing behavior-
support interventions appropriately aligned with 
the needs of their students.

Mrs. Coy draws on her previous experience 
as a support provider at a STEM Academy to 
help Malcom Elementary School move its scholars 

“full STEAM ahead” in the areas of science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and mathematics. The mission at Malcom 
is for scholars and staff to strive for excellence while building 
relationships, respect and responsibility to ensure that 
scholars will meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world.

Peggy Baerst
Principal

John S. Malcom Elementary
32261 Charles Avenue, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 • 949/248-0542 • jmes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Laura Coy (Kindron)

Informative Open House
This year, Marblehead Elementary did 

something different for our annual Open 
House January 30th. As an Environmental 
Studies Academy, we showcased our 
school focus by featuring a different 
standard related to the environment in 
each room. Guests made snow! Learned 
about Vermicomposting! Saw trash cleaning 

inventions! Learned how to protect sea turtles from plastic 
bags! Learned about how water supports plants and 
animal growth! In addition to visiting their own children’s 
classrooms, we encouraged parents to visit as many 
classrooms as they could. Visitors received a “passport” 
which was stamped for each room they visited. Stamped 
passports can be traded in for a special Marblehead 
reusable shopping bag. It was a fun and informative 
evening for all! 

Dr. Faith Morris
Principal

Marblehead Elementary
2410 Via Turqueza, San Clemente, CA 92673 • 949/234-5339 • jmes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

NGSS
By the Newhart Science Department

The Newhart Science department is 
pushing to adopt the new NGSS curriculum 
and embrace new technology in all grade 
levels. In 6th grade, science students 
participated in “Hour of CODE” a global 
movement to give students access to coding 
basics. Over 800,000,000 people participated 
world wide. The classes had volunteer 

computer engineers assisting the students learn to code 
through games and links. In 7th grade students used their 
engineering skills to build reptile egg incubators. Finishing 
up the unit on living chemistry and energy cycles. In 8th 
grade the students finished their Mars Landers. Students 
were challenged to build a capsule out of select material that 
would safety land an egg from a two story drop. They had 
to work under budget and time restraints. All the teachers 
in the science department are working hard to bring 21st 
century skills together with the NGSS curriculum.

Jeff Jones
Principal

Newhart Middle School
25001 Veterans Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 • 949/855-0162 • newhart.schoolloop.com

Sixth grade coding

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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eCYBERMISSION Participation
All Niguel Hills Middle School sixth-

grade science students are excited to 
participate in the free web-based science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
state and national competition called 
eCYBERMISSION. The competition is 
created, developed, and managed by the 
National Science Teachers Association as 
part of the Army Educational Outreach 

Program and is open only to students in grades six 
through eight.

ECYBERMISSION is designed to engage a broad 
spectrum of America’s youth in STEM education. Students 
work in teams composed of three or four students and are 
mentored by their team advisors, who are teachers, to 
identify and solve challenges in their communities. By 
applying STEM to a problem affecting the community, 
students not only discover the real-life applications and 
relevance of STEM but they also find that they can make a 
positive difference in their communities. The competition 
aims to not only motivate and encourage students to realize 
the importance of the future of STEM education but to also 
improve student performance in STEM.

Tim Reece
Principal

Niguel Hills Middle School
29070 Paseo Escuela, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 • 949/234-5360 • niguelhills.schoolloop.com

STEAM Labs
We are excited to share that in early 

November we opened our STEAM labs 
here at Oso Grande! We have two STEAM 
labs: Our STEAM Academy, which serves 
our K-3rd grade students, and our STEAM 
University, for our 4th and 5th graders. Our 
STEAM labs provide our students with the 
opportunity to engage in innovative learning 
through critical thinking, communication, 

collaboration, and creativity. Students are able to 
work together and explore various materials such as 

Code-a-pillars, Bee-Bots, Snap Circuits, OSMOs, Spheros, 
a green screen, and iPads, to name a few. In addition, 
our students participate in monthly school and grade 
level “engineering challenges,” in which students work in 
collaborative groups to problem-solve and create. Thank 
you to our PTA for funding our STEAM labs that provide 
these amazing learning opportunities and experiences for 
all of our students.

Jayne Martin
Principal

Oso Grande Elementary
30251 Sienna Parkway, Ladera Ranch, CA 92694 • 949/234-5966 • ogres.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

http://niguelhills.schoolloop.com
http://ogres.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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We Love the Guide Dogs!
By Maya D’lima, Fifth Grader

The Guide Dogs bring smiles to everyone 
at Oak Grove. While at school, these dogs 
are practicing being in different situations. 
Having dogs on campus can also benefit the 
students, if a student is reluctant to go to 
school, the dogs can be an exciting reason 
to go. These dogs are part of the O.C Puppy 
Raisers, Guide Dogs of the Blind, in San 
Rafael, California. As part of their training, 

they need to learn to have good manners.
Here is what some people think about the dogs:
3rd grader, Ella D’lima says, “Friendly and don’t bark 

when you pet them.”
2nd grade teacher, Mr. Elliott says, “When the kids need 

a little love, and they see the Guide Dogs, they connect and 
make a friendship.”

We all love the Guide Dogs and what they do for people.

Jill 
O’Connell-Bogle

Principal

Oak Grove Elementary
22705 Sanborn, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 • 949/360-9001 • oges.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

The Key to Success!
As a school-wide goal, we want to help 

our students become proficient listeners, 
speakers, readers, and writers. So each of our 
students at Palisades has the opportunity to 
lead the school in the Pledge of Allegiance, 
give the weather and surf report, or tell the 
“Joke of the Day” at the Wave Morning Show 
and Friday Flag Ceremony during the school 
year.

“I feel that it is very important that our students, staff 
members, and parent volunteers start each day by saying 
the Pledge of Allegiance and having it led by a student,” 
states PTA President Christine Blanchard.

The students are also given a “homework assignment” 

if they are selected by their teacher to do the weather and 
surf report, or to tell the Joke of the Day. For the weather 
and surf report, they can do online research and write 
their own script. Palisades is one of the few schools that 
does a surf report, since many of our students, parents, and 
staff members surf, including Principal Curt Visca. For the 
Joke of the Day, many of the students also create their own 
jokes. And they are hilarious!

“Humor is a wonderful way to start the day after doing 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and after hearing the weather 
and surf report,” states teacher and Elementary Teaching 
Assistant Principal Deanna Phillips. Author and speaker 
Brian Tracy adds, “Communication is a skill that you can 
learn. If you’re willing to work at it, you can rapidly improve 
the quality of every part of your life.”

Curt Visca
Principal

Palisades Elementary
26462 Via Sacramento, Capistrano Beach, CA 92624 • 949/496-5942 • pses.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

2017-18 College for All
The San Clemente guidance and AVID 

team created a campaign for the class of 2018 
to enourage every senior to make a post-
secondary plan. To help each Triton achieve 
their plan, the team first met with every 
senior, providing them the tools and support 
to move forward with the college application 
process for Saddleback College, UC and Cal 

State universities, private universities, vocational and 
trade skill academies, military and other pathways. Over a 
three day period, over 350 students attended a workshop 
to complete their applications and receive important 
information about financial aid and other specialized 
programs. The campaign united teachers, staff and 
community members to encourage all seniors with their 
post-secondary plans. By December 1st, 86% of seniors 
completed at least one application. This was a 44% increase 
in a span of three weeks! Way to go Tritons! 

Chris Carter
Principal

San Clemente High School
700 Avenida Pico, San Clemente, CA 92673 • 949/492-4165 • www.sctritons.com

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://pses.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://www.sctritons.com
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Forecasting Fun
Reilly Elementary 

has recently opened 
a “Weather Station” 
to provide hands-on 
experience about the 
weather!

Mrs. Martin’s third-
grade class is learning 
about weather tools, 

types of weather, weather maps, and 
how to forecast the weather. Our 
teachers are using Next Generations 
Science Standards (NGSS) to teach 
all of the components of weather, 
and Chromebooks will also be 
used to analyze and interpret the 
patterns of data that are  collected 
from the Weather Station. Our junior 
meteorologists gather their data 
every morning and then post their 
forecasts outside the classroom door 
for all to view. 

Junior Meteorologist Bodie Haninger shared that his 
favorite part of the Weather Station is learning how the 
weather can change every day, “It’s amazing!” He utilizes 

an anemometer to collect the wind speed as one component 
of the data collected for the forecast. Junior Meteorologist 
Lucas Saman also shared that he wants to be the 
meteorologist all year long, because it’s fun to collect data 
and share the forecast with people. “It’s educational!”

Sharla Pitzen
Principal

Philip Reilly Elementary
24171 Pavion, Mission Viejo, CA 92692 • 949/454-1590 • pres.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

All About the “A” in STEAM
By Guadalupe Girard, Ed.D.,  
Assistant Principal

Bilingual scholars at San Juan Elementary 
have been learning about art history in the 
fourth grade. Ms. Perez and Ms. Ward have 
facilitated lessons about Impressionism and 
Classical Art by using different media to 
complete a total of three projects.

Our scholars learned about the use and 
depiction of light and reflection in their 

pieces. These lessons have integrated “Write From the 
Beginning” concepts as well, as the students have also 
completed essays that related to the topics shown in their 
art projects.

Our scholars used pastels over a black background to 
create colorful contrasts. Another project included using 
pieces of paper that they had to free-tear by using only 
their hands, and then assemble to create a mosaic-like 
picture. Their excitement over these art projects created 
extra motivation for their writing lessons, and the results 
will be cherished by parents for years to come!

Silvia 
Mazzeo Pule

Principal

San Juan Elementary
31642 El Camino Real, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 • 949/493-4533 • sjes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

http://pres.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://sjes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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The Woot Box
Virtual Enterprise at San Juan Hills 

High School is a collaborative learning 
environment that offers students hands-on, 
real-world experience in business. In this 
class, students work together to create and 
run a mock business. They all have different 
roles in the company and work in different 
departments, just like in a real business. So 
far this year, students have created a Web 
site, written a business plan and employee 

handbook, and worked on financial statements—all skills 
that are transferrable into the business world.

This year’s students have created a marketing 
company that specializes in the Woot Box, a monthly 
subscription service that allows customers to try out 
emerging technologies each month and purchase them at 
a discounted price if they like the products. Students also 
compete in trade shows against other virtual enterprise 
students and can be awarded in categories such as 
salesmanship, booth set-up, business/marketing plans, and 
human resources.

Jennifer Smalley
Principal

San Juan Hills High School
29211 Stallion Ridge, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 • 949/234-5900 • www.sjhhs.org

Turning Forty
This month we celebrate 

Shorecliffs Middle School’s 
40th anniversary, from 1977 
to 2017. And we kicked off 
our celebration by branding 
our new logo!

We unveiled the new 
logo in mid-January to our 
staff and students with a 

flourish of sweatshirts, stickers, and a 
morning gathering. We wanted to thank 
all of them for creating an incredible 
learning environment! We also wanted to give thanks 
to the collaborative efforts of our leadership team, and 
the financial support we received from our Educational 
Foundation for providing the creativity and tools to create 
this new logo. In addition, our students, staff, parents, and 

alumni also gathered together on campus 
to take a 40th Anniversary drone photo to 
help commemorate the occasion.

As we enter our 41st year, the 
Shorecliffs Middle School Community 
believes that education is a partnership. 
Whenever possible, our parents and 
teachers must inspire all of our children 
with words of encouragement and take 
action with kindness. As a community, we 
must also treat our children with respect 
and believe in their dreams. All children 
will be successful if they are infused with a 

strong sense of resiliency supported by a proper education. 
Together, our task is to make this happen every day.

Over 40 years strong, Shorecliffs Middle School will 
continue to educate and inspire our students, families, and 
the San Clemente community! Go, Seahawks!

Dr. Brad Baker
Principal

Shorecliffs Middle School
240 Via Socorro, San Clemente, CA 92672 • 949/498-1660 • shorecliffs.schoolloop.com

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.sjhhs.org
http://shorecliffs.schoolloop.com
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Congratulations, Mr. Pino!
Each year, every school in CUSD 

selects a Teacher of the Year. For 2017–
18, Serra High School honors David Pino 
Dominguez. Mr. Pino has taught social 
science, science, physical education and 
more.

Mr. Pino’s family is originally from 
Yucatan, Mexico, and he grew up in a 
trilingual environment with English, 

Spanish and an indigenous Mayan language. He is 
a product of CUSD and shared that he struggled a 
lot as a student, but family, friends and some great 
teachers like Mr. Pflueger kept pushing him not to give 
up. He enrolled in Saddleback College, transferred 
to Cal State Fullerton, and completed his masters at 
San Diego State. He has been teaching alternative 
education for 17 years, eight here at Serra.

“My philosophy is that each human being has some 
unique talent or knowledge to develop and share,” he 
said. The future is not set—it’s what we make of it 
each day. I don’t believe in giving up on anyone.”

Congratulations to Mr. Pino and all the CUSD 

Teachers of the Year!

Dr. Meg Ervais
Principal

Serra High School
31422 Camino Capistrano, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 • 949/489-7216 • serra.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Pino with colleagues for Ugly Holiday Sweater spirit day

Sustainability Garden
It usually starts with “Can 

we see the chickens?” And soon 
students are asking how they can 
get involved. Nearly every student 
who visits our sustainability garden 
wants to take part in a project. Not 
only is the garden popular, but it 
provides excellent opportunities for 
learning.

The garden is primarily used by our 
Advanced Placement Environmental Science 
and Environmental Field Studies classes, but the 
garden beds are also utilized by STEPS classes to 
grow various crops, which they harvest and use to 
create meals. The area is also open to all science 
classes and interested students.

The goal of the garden is for students to become 
aware of where food comes from, to develop 
knowledge of the techniques used to grow food 
sustainably, and to understand how to maintain a 
small, productive food system. The sustainability 
garden has proven to be a meaningful addition to 
our educational program.

Daniel Burch
Interim Principal

Tesoro High School
1 Tesoro Creek Rd, Las Flores, CA 92688 • 949/234-5310 • www.tesorohighschool.com

http://serra.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://www.tesorohighschool.com
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A New Maker Space
The Tijeras Creek community is excited 

to announce the creation of our new Maker 
Space. This is a place where students can 
solve engineering challenges, engage in 
critical thinking skills, collaborate together, 
and demonstrate their creativity. Equipped 
with a green screen, iPads, Spheros, and a 
plethora of hands-on materials, our scholars 
can go there to engage in 21st-century skills 
as we transition to the Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS).

In November, 
Mrs. Cutkomp 
received a grant 
from a local 
foundation for 12 
Spheros. These 
are small white 
orbs (robots) that 
are about the size 
of an orange. The 
Spheroes will be 
used for various 
student coding 
challenges in the 
Maker Space. 

If you stop by our Maker Space, you will likely see our 
scholars designing towers, catapults, cars, or programming 
a Spheros to move. You will also see our students recording 
their thinking via videos created with apps, and a green 
screen in use. We love our Maker Space!

Diann 
Buckingham

Principal

Tijeras Creek Elementary
23072 Avenida Empresa, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/234-5300 

•tces.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Learning Together
Our Viejo staff recently joined the staff of 

the other language immersion schools as part 
of a Professional Learning Community Day.

Over 100 staff members attended this 
important event. A guest speaker from the 
Center for Applied Linguistics provided 
our staff members with information about 
the guiding principles for dual language 
education. Our staff was then able to 

divide up into grade levels and share with each other the 
successful strategies they use, as well as the innovations 
that they will continue to apply in their classrooms. In 
addition to this shared time with their peers, our Viejo staff 
members also focused on developing and maintaining their 
goals for their language immersion students. 

Viejo’s focus will continue to be to create and maintain 
a bilingual and biliterate school culture, where students 
are able to read, write, speak, and understand in both 
Spanish and English. They will also retain an environment 
where we challenge our students to achieve grade-level 
expectations in both languages, and continue to ensure 
equity for the diverse needs of each.

The work completed on this day helped our staff to develop 
a stronger partnership with the other language immersion 
schools. Our Viejo staff is truly dedicated and committed to 
help our students reach their full potential in both languages. 

Viejo looks forward to reuniting with our sister schools 
of Las Palmas, San Juan, and Bergeson to once again 
continue the great work of collaboration. Together we 
accomplish wonderful things for our students, and build an 
even better Professional Learning Community.

Jesus Becerra
Principal

Viejo Elementary
26782 Via Grande, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/582-2424 

vjes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

A Stellar Representative
Carol Stafford has been named as our 

2018 Vista del Mar Middle School Teacher 
of the Year!   A special education teacher for 
13 years, she has been at Vista del Mar since 
2009.

Mrs. Stafford has taught sixth-, seventh-, 
and eighth-grade math and language arts, 
and she also co-teaches sixth- and seventh-
grade math with our general education 
math teachers. She has also taught outdoor 
education at Camp Stevens in Julian, California.

Mrs. Stafford’s students say that she teaches in a 
way that they can truly understand, and they have 

much adoration for her. She  truly loves the long-lasting 
connections she makes with her students and the 
community. 

Outside of school, Mrs. Stafford enjoys the outdoors, 
especially the mountains and Northern California. She 
loves music, plays the piano regularly, and relaxes by 
baking in the kitchen, especially pies!

Mrs. Stafford is the youngest of eight children, and 
comes from a long line of teachers. She has a 23-year-old 
daughter who is also pursuing education as a career, plus 
a dog named Wrath and a cat named Absinthe. The Vista 
del Mar community is proud to be represented by Carol 
Stafford.

Michelle
Wrenn Benham

Principal

Vista Del Mar Middle School
1130 Avenida Talega, San Clemente, CA 92673 • 949/234-5955 • vdm.schoolloop.com

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://tces.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://vjes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://vdm.schoolloop.com
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Defining Teamwork
Vista del Mar (VDM) 

Elementary continues 
to expand its science, 
technology, engineering, 
arts and mathematics 
(STEAM) programs by 
adding an after-school 
Robotics Team program 
sponsored by our MAKO 

Foundation. The fourth- and fifth-grade 
teams have learned firsthand the power 
of the Next Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS) through science and engineering 
practices by asking questions and 
defining problems, planning and carrying 
out investigations, and constructing 
explanations and designing solutions.

Vital componentsof therobotics 
teams include the need to 
effectivelycommunicate what the members 
are doing; collaborating with problems and solutions within 
their teams andcompetition teams; critically thinking of 
ways to solvethe problem with their robot, even during 

acompetition;andusing their creativity,especially when all 
else fails.

Speaking of failing, they have learned how to persevere 
through failure—something that is vital to success in life.

Dr. Troy Hunt
Principal

Vista Del Mar Elementary
1130 Avenida Talega, San Clemente, CA 92673 • 949/234-5950 • vdmes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

Breaking Our 
Fundraising 
Record

The Wagon 
Wheel Mustang 
students, 
parents, 
teachers, and 
administration 
joined 

forces this year to make 
fundraising history! During 
an intense 4-week campaign 
filled with prizes and spirit, 
Wagon Wheel families and 
local businesses raised a 
record-breaking $88,000 to 
support robust programs 
offered to all students K-5. 
Wagon Wheel parents ran the event completely without the 
help of any outside companies so that 100% of the proceeds 
went back into the school. Family and friends cheered 
students running in T-shirts designed by one of our very 
own Mustangs. Our Spirit competition included students 

and teachers representing their team color with vibrant 
tutu’s, wigs, sunglasses, socks, bandanas, and creatively 
designed costumes. Individual students and whole classes 
were awarded prizes for fundraising efforts and school 
spirit during this month-long celebration!

Jean Grabowski
Principal

Wagon Wheel Elementary
30912 Bridle Path, Coto de Caza, CA 92679 • 949/589-1953 • wwes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

http://vdmes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://wwes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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Working on Our 
Coding and Robotics

The essential question 
for our fourth graders at 
George White: “What do 
scientists and engineers 
do when they can’t get 
to certain places they 
need to go?”. The answer 
is easy if you are in Ms. 
Martin’s class. What 

you do is create a robot and then code 
it with actions to perform the duties 
you need to complete your job. Here at 
George White with the support of the 
technology booster program, students 
are able to create a robot and code the 
robot to make it do certain actions. 

As this is 21st century 
learning for our students, 
we have found both the 
engagement factor and 
learning factor increases 
substantially with the 
use of computers and 
“LEGOs”. The students 
work in pairs, build 
a robot and program 
commands to the robot 
for it to move. While this 
is a basic code program, 
it provides students with 
the opportunity to get a 
feel for what it is like to 
be a scientist or engineer.

Andrew
Klinkenberg

Principal

George White Elementary
25422 Chapparosa Park Dr., Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 • 949/249-3875 • gwes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

A Busy Month
This last holiday season was capped off 

with a sparkle of performances at Wood 
Canyon’s Art and Communication School. 
The transitional kindergarteners kicked off 
the holiday season with rainbow weather 
poems. Their finale had them waving 
different colored scarves in the air. The 
kindergartners also sang traditional holiday 
songs to get our parent community in the 
holiday mood!

In addition, the primary grades presented skits, 
performed seasonal poems, and acted out specific heritage 
reports alignedwiththe students’ownpersonalbackgrounds. 
This major performance gave audiences a big “smile” and a 
“cheer” to end the year. 

The third-graders also performed the Polar Express 
to a mass audience. This was performed as a culminating 
activity aligned with the third-grade curriculum for 
figurative language. Our intermediate grades  continued to 
“wow” the community as well by having a private showing 
of a television broadcast that they’d been working on 
during the entire first semester.

The audiences cheered after the broadcast, and our 
students were proud of their hard work. Please be sure to 
check it out on the Wood Canyon website.

The fourth-graders also wrote their own version of 
Twas the Night Before Christmas, and then showed their 
parents and families all of their hard work with Google 
Slide presentations. As you can see, our school was busy 
this holiday season. As one of seven CapoForward Schools, 
Wood Canyon is definitely on its way to Broadway stardom!

Paul Foucart
Principal

Wood Canyon Elementary
23431 Knollwood, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 • 949/448-0012 • wces.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://gwes.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://wces.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com
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Biology. Kids. Hands-on. Fun.

Has your child been diagnosed with
or identifi ed as having a learning 

difference such as dyslexia?

Prentice’s unique, evidence-based approach 
has enabled a high percentage of our 
students to successfully transition back into 
public or private schools.
We build strong collaborative relationships 
with school districts to help impact the 
child’s academic future.  

✓

✓
LEARN MORE 

Call 714.244.4600 or visit: www.prentice.org
Dyslexia • Dyscalculia • Dysgraphia • ADD/ADHD • Anxiety

562/493-3193

2 games in 1!

Keira’s Book Nook

Best Night Ever or a Catastrophe?
Best. Night. Ever. By Rachele Alpine, 

Ronni Arno, Alison Cherry, Stephanie Faris, 
Jen Malone, Gail Nall and Dee Romito

This book is about school dance 
preparations at Lynnfield Middle School, 
which include a televised performance by 
Heart Grenade, the all-girl band recognized 

for winning a Battle of the Bands contest. 
The lead singer Carmen is stuck at a cousin’s 
wedding while Genevieve, the backup singer, 
is about to faint from stage fright. Tess, Ryan 
and Ellie can’t wait to attend, and another 
girl is determined to ruin it all. Finally 
Ashlyn, who is being forced to babysit two 
little girls, drags her charges to the dance. This could all 
lead up to the best night ever or a catastrophe!

I loved this book, because the seven authors tell their 
points of view based on each of their “middle grade” 
experience. No single story teller tells the entire story. I 
rate this book 4 out of 5 apples, because it does get a little 
confusing being written from seven points of view.

Keira F. is a sixth grader. In addition to her love of books, she enjoys art, 
crafts, traveling and playing with her cats. She rates books from 1 to 5 
apples with 5 being the highest.

Keira

Jenna’s Review

The Best Part of The Day
By Sarah Ban Breathnach
The Best Part of the Day
This book talks about 

the best part of the day by 
season. What is the best 
part of the day in fall? 
Was it picking the apples 
or raking the leaves? 
What about winter? Was it 

building a snowman or staying near the 
fireplace with marshmallows and cocoa? 
Now spring has arrived with fresh air 
and plenty of flowers. What is the best part of the day in 
spring? Was it taking care of the garden or cuddling lambs? 
Finally, the summer. Lemonade and a jump into the pool. 
What is the best part of the summer? Was it the fireflies 
flickering all the way home or was it our picnic together 
with friends? Lastly, this book concludes with one best part 
of the day in all the seasons. I really liked this book because 
it is like a poem story and the pictures are so beautiful and 
detailed.

Jenna is a second grader. She likes reading books and her parents 
reading books to her. Besides reading, she also likes art, dance and 
soccer.

Jenna C.

http://www.prentice.org
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Lucy’s Book Review

Soldier Boy
Author: Keely Hutton
“Can we go and watch the road?”
One simple request will change Ricky 

Anywar’s entire world. What was an innocent 
wish soon turns into a journey as he and his 
brother and friends are forced to join the 
Lord’s Resistance Army, a rebel force fighting 
in the Ugandan civil war. They fight to stay 

alive on the battlefield, witnessing death, destruction, and 
enduring hundreds of kilometers of land on foot. Many are 
lost and all abductees carry the burden of being a child 
soldier.

In this true story, Keely Hutton works 
closely with Ricky himself to shed light 
on what it is like to be a child soldier, 
telling his story that are like hundreds 
of others. Although the subject matter is 
dark and at times highly disturbing, the 
final message of hope and forgiveness 
is truly one to admire. Five out of five 
bookworms well earned!

Lucy is a 6th grade student. When she isn’t immersed in a book, she 
loves musical theater, ballet, and singing. She enjoys stretching her 
imagination by writing short stories of her own. Lucy will rate the books 
1 to 5 bookworms with 5 being the best.

Lucy Davis

Novelist —Word Search Contest

Congratulations to
Logan Kennedy and Rebecca Harris

Winners of our November Word Search Contest!

COMPUTER

EDITOR

IPAD

SPELLCHECK

PRINTER

PUBLISHER

NOTEPAD

READERS

PENCIL

IDEAS

PEN

BROWSER

GOOGLE

INTERNET

BING

ASPIRIN

KEYBOARD

TELEPHONE

WIFI

IMAGINATION

Thank you Barkate Orthodontics 
for sponsoring our contests.

www.BarkateSmiles.com

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 

email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put CAPO in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by March 30, 2018
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to 

win a $20 gift certificate to Barnes & Noble.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.BarkateSmiles.com
mailto:Kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
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Your decision 
today affects all 
her tomorrows.
Give her what she needs to fulfill her potential.  
At Mathnasium, we help students of every skill level 
excel at math, build their confidence, and thrive in 
life. Our caring instructors teach math fundamentals 
in a way that makes intuitive sense—customized for 
each child’s individual needs with the Mathnasium 
Method™. In fact, tens of thousands of families 
across the country trust us to teach their children 
every single day.

We’re a founding sponsor of National PTA’s STEM + 
Families Initiative, dedicated to promoting interest 
in STEM disciplines, helping kids get into the schools 
of their choice and prepare for their future.

Dana Point • (949) 240-6284 • mathnasium.com/danapoint
Ladera Ranch • (949) 429-3020 • mathnasium.com/laderaranch
Laguna Niguel • (949) 360-6284 • mathnaisum.com/lagunaniguel
Mission Viejo • (949) 331-0046 • mathnasium.com/missionviejo
San Clemente • (949) 481-6284 • mathnasium.com/sanclemente

Call Mathnasium today to schedule
a FREE Trial Session!

April Fools’ Day: Measuring Time and Dates
By D.H. Coop

The early Romans had an eight-day week. The German 
tribes used a five-day week and recorded the passage 
of time by night, not day. Thus, the term fortnight for 
14 nights is a holdover from the older times. Later, the 
Romans began using the seven-day week, and as their 
empire spread, so did the seven-day-week calendar.

Seven was a number that the early civilizations had a 
natural leaning toward. Seven even today seems to be the 
optimum number that one can memorize easily. Examples 
are the seven-digit phone numbers, the Seven Hills of 
Rome and the Seven Wonders of the World.

When the Roman Church adopted the Julian calendar, 
the year ended and started on March 25 around the vernal 
equinox, which falls on March 20–21, and the Feast of 
Annunciation signaled the beginning of the new year. This 
all seems to have changed with the shift to the Gregorian 
calendar and the new year starting on the first of January. 
The story goes that some refused or did not hear of the 
change of the new date and continued to celebrate the old 
date. These traditionalists were made fun of, and the first 
of April became the day for fools.

Many different cultures also had a day of fools—Purim 
in the Jewish culture and Holi in the Hindu. The Romans 
had Hilaria—the cheerful ones—to celebrate Cybele, the 
mother of the gods. In France, the day is known as Poisson 
d’Avril, or “April Fish,” which is a time when individuals 
play pranks on the young, or “fools.”

The practical jokes made their way into popular culture 
when a Professor Joseph Boskin decided to set the history 
of the day straight in an interview with a reporter for the 
AP News Network. The reporter wrote an article on the 
origins of the day as told by the professor that started in 
ancient Rome with Emperor Constantine and the jester 
Kugel, who told Emperor Constantine he could govern 
as well as the Emperor. He was given one day to govern. 
Emperor Kugel then ordered the day to be celebrated every 
year. The story was reported by Fred Bayles for the AP 
news and sent over the airways only to discover they were 
the victims of a prank!

In some cultures, the prank must be done before noon. 
However, it is best to check all stories told on April first!

D.H.Coop is a retired fire/paramedic and retired teacher having taught 
IB and AP World History 30 years. He continues to substitute, tutor and 
consult. www.HistoryDepot.com

http://www.mathnasium.com
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B is for Book

The Grass isn’t Always Greener
If I Were You by Leslie Margolis is a book 

that has magic in its own 
way. I can totally relate to 
the characters and their 
feelings.

Katie and Melody have 
been best friends ever 
since they were little. 

But the truth is, Katie is very jealous of 
Melody. Her house is huge and she’s so 
pretty! But also, it turns out that Melody 
is equally jealous of Katie. She has fun little brothers and 
family dinners every night. On the last summer of vacation, 
at the same time, they wish the same wish: that they were 
each other. Their wish comes true! Will they realize the 
grass is not always greener on the other side?

I enjoyed this book because I feel like the reader can 
relate to the emotions of the characters: being jealous of 
others, knowing or not knowing the pros and cons of their 
ups and downs. 

I give this 4 1/2 stars out of 5.Bailey is a 6th grader that likes to read 
fantasy and daydream about adventure when she isn’t dancing ballet or 
playing with her friends and siblings.

Bailey

Gardening Terms —Word Search Contest

SHOVEL
RAKE
HOE
PLANT
TRANSPLANT
POT
SOIL
NEMATODE
WORM
SOW BUG
FENCE

BED
ROW
FERTILIZER
SPADE
PLANT FOOD
STAKE
HOSE
SPRINKLER
SEEDS
PRUNERS

Lisa Romano
(949) 619-7125

Certifi ed Arborist
WE-7959A

Environmentally Conscious Landscaping
Design • Installation • Maintenance

P.O Box 891315 • Temeccula, CA 92589

Thank you Barkate Orthodontics 
for sponsoring our contests.

www.BarkateSmiles.com

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 

email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put CAPO in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by March 30, 2018
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to 

win a $20 gift certificate to Barnes & Noble.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.barkatesmiles.com
http://www.barkatesmiles.com
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Alana’s Book Review

Informative
Hyrule Historia
By Mike Richardson
Hyrule Historia is an 

informational text on the 
video game series, the 
Legend of Zelda. With 
everything from beautiful 
scenery drawing to characters never actually 

seen, this book has everything a die-hard Zelda fan could 
wish for. Explaining the timeline linking all the games 
together and providing insight as to certain events in the 
series, this book really does have it all.

I’d give this book only 6 out of 8 triforce shards for not 
completely meeting a lot of fans’ standards. Some things 
are inconsistent from the games to the book, making the 
facts seem a bit hazier. The timeline is also flawed in some 
ways, creating some resentment towards Hyrule Historia- 
and I can understand the frustration. Additionally, since 
the release of the new Zelda game Breath of the Wild, a lot 
of information about the Zelda universe is missing from the 
book.

Alana is a student columnist and a self-proclaimed “huge nerd.” When 
she doesn’t have a book in her hands, she loves to play video games and 
write fiction. She rates books on a scale of 1-8 triforce shards with 8 
being the highest

Alana F.

 

• Registration Begins 
  Feb. 26th 

   

   
   

    

The Center Stage Studio
Spring 2018 Workshop

Register online at www.TheCenterStageStudio.com  
Contact us at 949.305.9758 or thecenterstagestudio@gmail.com

• Classes start the week
of March 26th

• Shows starting 
in Mid May

Sign Up for a World-Class
Math Education

The Russian School of Mathematics is an award-winning, afterschool 
math enrichment program for K-12 students. We help children of all 
levels build a solid math foundation and develop critical-thinking and 
problem-solving skills.

We offer year-round enrollment
Call to schedule a free math evaluation

RSM - MISSION VIEJO
missionviejo@russianschool.com
(949) 864-6592

RSM - IRVINE
admin@rsmirvine.com
(949) 551-1777

RSM-SAN DIEGO
sandiego@russianschool.com
(858) 609-9215

RSM-SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
sanfernandovalley@russianschool.com
(818) 925-8211

http://www.thecenterstagestudio.com


FINANCIAL SERVICES.
MORE THAN 

( financial security )

http://www.schoolsfirstfcu.org/membership
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