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INTERIM
SUPERINTENDENT
Vista Unified is a
Safe Place to Learn
Esteemed Parents,
Students, Staff and
Community Members,
As we begin to
settle into a new
Dr. Matt Doyle school year focused on
keeping students at the
center of our collective work, please
keep in mind that in December 2016
our School Board passed “Make
Schools A Safe Place” resolution
for students and families. A key
excerpt of this resolution states:
“Whereasthe Vista Unified Board of
Trustees urge the superintendent
to continue to work collaboratively
with all community partners who
share our commitment to safe and
open school communities to ensure
a quality educational experience for
all students.” This resolution sends
a clear message to our community,
parents and students that Vista
staff has a collective commitment
to keeping our focus on student
safety and learning. Indeed, it is
very reassuring to me over these
past two months to see evidence
across all campuses that teachers
and staff recognize the challenges
students and families are faced
with locally and nationally and
are responding by creating safe,
caring, nurturing, respectful and
tolerant environments. The recent
natural disasters in Texas, Florida
and Puerto Rico were met with
an impressive demonstration of
caring and love among students and
teachers at Vista High School and
Rancho Buena Vista High School by
organizing events to gather disaster
relief supplies and donations.
Recent national situations such
as immigration, protests, and the
tragedy in Las Vegas can lead to
See Superintendent • Page 11
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Promoting Career Readiness
By Kelly McKinney, Coordinator
Career Technical Education

Career Technical
Education (CTE) is piloting
an exploration wheel at
middle schools this year.
The purpose of the program
is to encourage students to join
CTE pathways at the high schools.
The CTE exploration wheel
includes career-ready practice and
information on industry sector
standards while integrating CTE
model standards into the curriculum.
At Rancho Minerva Middle
School, the CTE wheel looks at
career exploration, photography,
video production, medical careers,
and computer science. At Roosevelt
Middle School, where 10 sections
are being offered, the pilot program
explores careers, photography, video
production, digital art, and graphic
design.

In both pilot programs, the courses are broken into sessions, and students
rotate through the wheel while interacting with a team of teachers. What
makes the course unique is that it is taught by a team of teachers who explore
high school topics and give students exposure to many of the CTE pathways
available at the high schools.

How to Help Your Child Become a Reader

School districts spend a vast amount
of their educational time developing
programs for students to help them
learn to read. Reading in the English
language is a very complex process. Much
of a student’s success in learning to read
begins before they enter kindergarten.
Some students begin kindergarten with a
Carol
Weise Herrera speaking vocabulary of 300 words while the
child who has been engaged in exposure
Vice-President
to reading can enter with a speaking
Board of
Education
vocabulary of 3000 words.
This difference in vocabulary alone will
make a vast difference in the readiness of a child when
learning to read.
Parents can teach their children to love reading. The
utmost important strategy that parents can use in helping
a child to read is by reading books to them on a daily
basis. This is a simple but very successful pre-reading
experience for the child. Parents are the first teachers and
can foster this love of reading in the child.

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com

There is no reason for a child to experience lack of
access to books in their early years. School libraries and
city libraries offer a wide range of reading materials that
are readily available. Classroom libraries often have reading
materials marked to satisfy each child’s reading level.
Parents can follow a simple rule to determine if a book is
too easy or too difficult for a child to read. Ask the child to read
the first two sentences in the book, if they can read the words
with 95% accuracy, then the book meets the child’s reading
level. If they miss or have to sound out 70% of the words when
attempting to read then the book is above the child’s reading
level. An adult should read this more difficult book to them.
The main objective of a pre-school child’s parent
should be to read an abundant number of books to one’s
child. Reading five hundred books a year is a great goal in
preparing one’s child to be a successful reader. The child
who lives in a home where there is a rich book reading
environment will learn to love to read.
Again, help your child get a head start in school:Read to
them! Talk about the books you read! Listen to them read
to you!

Board of Education
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Teach, Learn, Work —Learn, Achieve, Grow
As we head into the Thanksgiving holiday, I am grateful to
those who help make the Vista Unified School District a great
place to teach, learn, and work.
With the holidays approaching and 2018 around the corner,
we should take a moment to applaud VUSD’s leadership,
teachers, staff, and parents in working towards the goal that all
Vista students succeed. VUSD is making positive and lasting
Judy Ritter
differences in the lives of its students.
Mayor
Congratulations to our talented, creative, and resourceful
students who have been working hard this school year. You make our
community a stronger and better place!
Best wishes for a joyous and happy holiday season. I look forward to a
watching our VUSD students learn, achieve and grow in the coming New Year.

This year seems to be going by far
too fast. November is already here
and that signals holidays, Winter
Break and the New Year are just
around the corner.
In this issue, you will read about
career readiness, STEM, family
campouts, aquatic therapy, helping
others, and so much more.. Thank
you for continuing to include School
News among your reading choices.
We are always grateful to our men
and women in the armed services
and mindful of those who may not
be home with their families for the
holidays.

Transform Schools

Azusa Pacific’s School of Education prepares
educators like Kim to see and cultivate the
potential in every student. Graduates go on to
make a lasting difference as creative, collaborative
professionals and dedicated advocates for those
they serve.

At the growing Eastvale STEM Academy, high school students
build knowledge in medical science and engineering within
an innovative learning community guided by Kim Lu Lawe’s
leadership and vision.

Advance your calling with a master’s or doctoral
degree, credential, or certificate from a top
Christian university and join a mentoring
community of educators who will help you
make an even greater impact.

Strong Leaders
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School of Education
programs offered:

Master’s Degrees
Educational and Clinical Counseling
Educational Counseling
Educational Leadership
Learning and Technology
Physical Education
Special Education
Teaching

Certificate
Programs available at six Southern
California locations, including APU’s

Orange County
Regional Campus
Now enrolling for three start dates
throughout the year. Apply by
April 4 and join us this summer!

LPCC Respecialization in
Clinical Counseling

Credentials
Mild/Moderate Disabilities Specialist
Moderate/Severe Disabilities Specialist
Multiple Subject Teaching
Single Subject Teaching
Preliminary Administrative Services
Clear Administrative Services

School of Education | apu.edu/education
Eastvale STEM Academy, Medical Biology Class, Director: Kim Lu Lawe, Ed.D. ’16
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Vista Unified Council of PTAs
1234 Arcadia Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • www.vistausd.org

Vista Education Foundation
236 E. Broadway, Vista, CA 92084 • 760/630-8268• www.vistaedfoundation.org

Reflections: National PTA Arts Contest

By Kim Hilder, Vice President – Communications
Warm Greetings to our Vista Unified School District community! PTA
volunteers have been working hard to plan and support fun and enriching
programs and events this year. What can families do to help? One thing is
to encourage your children to participate in Reflections: National PTA Arts
Contest. This year’s theme is “Within Reach.” Your child can win recognition
and cash prizes for various forms of art expression, including painting,
literature, music composition, and film. Contact your school’s PTA for details, or
visit www.pta.org/reflections. Submit entries to your school’s PTA or directly to
the Vista Unified Council of PTAs. Submissions are due to by November 7.
It’s never too late to join the PTA! New members are always appreciated.
Many thanks to all of the volunteers who serve our children and families!
Follow us at https://www.facebook.com/vucpta.

Internships

By JoAnn Jones-Lopez, VEF Education Director
Upon its inception, the Vista Education Foundation has pledged to help our
Vista schools in the areas of art, technology, and scholarships. Over the years
we have provided thousands of dollars in these areas for our local schools.
Recently we decided to add a fourth focus, internships. Providing
opportunities for students to gain real-world experience is crucial for our
future. We have spent much time meeting with our local business partners to
get an understanding of what they need from the employees of the future. We
also want to know what our schools are doing to prepare students for life after
formal education.
In a business situation, employers know what their end product is, and what
skills are necessary to attain success. But do we know this in our schools? What
is the end mission for the students who graduate from the Vista Unified School
District? How are we measuring student success? Are we adequately preparing
students to enter the world and become a contributing member of society? Are
we meeting the needs of our business partners in Vista? If so, how do we know
it? And if not, what can we do to change things?
The VEF has partnered with the Moonlight Amphitheatre Foundation to
provide funds for student internships in the arts. Some students are paid and
some volunteer, but they can all gain the skills they need to pursue further
education or a job in the performing arts. They can also get the handson training crucial for success. But we need to expand these internship
opportunities if we are to prepare our students for life after high school.
We would love to see our internship program grow to meet the needs of both
the VUSD students and our Vista business members. For more information
about the VEF, please go to our website at Vistaedfoundation.org.

VUCPTA President Luisa Stafford and 9th District PTA officers

VUSD Innovation
1234 Arcadia Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • www.vistausd.org

Family and Community Engagement

By Jacqueline “Kiki” Bispo, Lead
Do you ever think about how much you love what you do? We do!
The Family and Community Engagement Network is now in its fourth
year, and is bustling with lots of energy and love for our partnerships between
families, schools, and the community.

Last year we helped provide more than 830 parent-engagement
events with over 13,600 attendees. We also opened our district FACE
Center at the Vista Innovation Center.
This year we are coordinating many multicultural and personalized
events to celebrate the diversity of Vista and the beauty of our families
and schools, as well as to support the success of all our children.
Please visit vistausd.org/parents for more information, to meet our team, or
to see a calendar of events. Whether parent, staff, or community member, you
can partner with us today for some family and community fun!

One of our many school Volunteer Brunches, with staff, parent & community volunteers
Covering the Vista Unified School District
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Alamosa Park Elementary

Alta Vista High School

5130 Alamosa Park Dr., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/940-0700 • www.vistausd.org

1575 Bonair Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-3775 • www.vistausd.org

Wellness and Character

The Connection Factor

Alamosa Park Elementary School has a rich history and
tradition of academic excellence and education. Our school is also
a place where students are given the opportunity to soar in the
arts, wellness, and Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math
(STEM).
Our school year began with a deep dive into wellness and
Cindy Anderson character. The Wave Crest Café provided access to fresh fruits
Principal
and vegetables by sponsoring a farmer’s market on our site.
Students had the opportunity to learn about nutrition, fresh
foods and where they come from, and how they can become more mindful
eaters. Students were able to shop at the market and take home a variety of
fresh fruits and vegetables. Our Transitional Kindergarten class has been
growing cucumbers in their garden as they continue the lessons learned from
the farmer’s market. This past week, they were able to harvest and eat their
cucumbers and enjoy the food that they grew.
Alamosa Park is also a Character Counts school. Each month, our teachers
and students focus on one of the six Character Counts pillars: Trustworthiness,
Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, and Citizenship. Students who best
model the character focus of that month are recognized by their teachers and
peers during our Hawk Awards Assembly each month.
Alamosa Park students value physical wellness and participate fully in
physical education activities as well as the Hawk Running Club during and after
school. The Alamosa Park Hawks took first place in last year’s district track
meet and will host the meet this year. It is also a Hawk Run year at Alamosa
Park, so our students will be running and raising funds to support the school’s
music and STEM programs!
Go, Hawks!

At Alta Vista High School, students benefit from small class
sizes and the personal connections they make with teachers and
staff. Recently, AVHS had our Open House, and approximately
half of our students had family members attend. Prior to the
event, teachers and staff made personal phone calls to each
family to invite them to our Open House and barbecue.
These opportunities for students and families to be part of
Dr. Susan Ford
Principal
school life lead to students feeling connected to school and
motivate them to achieve. One of the ways AVHS students benefit
is by having the opportunity to enroll in community-college classes while
attending high school. Throughout each student’s personal journey, the Alta
Vista staff and teachers are focused on helping students be successful and
achieve their goals. Above all, AVHS is focused on students working toward
graduation as they prepare for future life in college and careers.

Beaumont Elementary
550 Beaumont Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-4040 • www.vistausd.org

Education+Communication=A Better Nation

Join Our
Sales Team!
If you have extra time during the day,
perhaps you would like to join our
sales team working from your home.

Kay 562-493-3193
kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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A Year of Exploration
This school year has already proven to be one of exciting
change and celebration here in Vista! Exploring personalized
learning, focusing on character education, and improving literacy
are moving us in a positive direction! Beaumont Elementary
School is focused on becoming the school with a reputation for
a stellar education in academics that encourages students to
Sochie Schmitz become mindful, kind, and empathetic. Our staff is committing
Principal
to exploring personalized learning so that our students are
prepared for the present as well as the future, which holds
endless possibilities and jobs that do not yet exist.
In order to have an environment that fosters learning, Beaumont is
implementing school-wide training on Restorative Practices. Restorative
Practices positively influence behavior, encourage repairing harm, and help
to restore relationships. We all know students learn better in an environment
where they have positive relationships with their teachers and peers and where
they can learn from mistakes.
To elevate our students’ performance in literacy, our mission is to close
achievement gaps and increase student engagement in reading. Our staff
has collaboratively boosted efforts to improve teaching literacy. Continued
professional development and co-teaching are helping us to meet our goal to
have all of our students learning to read. One-on-one teaching and learning and
small-group lessons are common on campus, and students are learning to love
reading as they work to meet the challenge of reading more than 100 books!
Finally, we are continuing our efforts to develop strong home-to-school
connections by hosting monthly Parent Awareness Nights. We value the support
and input we gather on these evenings, and our teachers and staff work hard to
give parents resources to encourage literacy and numeracy efforts at home.
Our students’ academic and social emotional development will continue to be
our focus at Beaumont.

Breeze Hill Elementary
1111 Melrose Way, Vista, CA 92081 • 760/945-2373 • www.vistausd.org

New STEM Lab!
Exciting things are coming to Breeze Hill this fall. Our first
STEM Lab (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) will
be opening in the newly designed “Isaac Innovation Lab” for
students and teachers. Students will be able to create and design
projects that revolve around units of study, investigation of global
issues, and the development of solutions for real-world problems.
The Lab will also house some state-of-the-art devices for
Lori Higley
Principal
student use. These include laser cutters, 3D printers, tools,
recycled materials, robotics, coding, circuit building materials,
and new computers and printers. We are definitely looking forward to all of the
amazing projects that our students will be creating this year!
We are also looking to create some flexible learning environments for our
students. This includes purchasing different furniture for the classrooms and
researching some new outdoor work spaces. This is surely an exciting year for
the students, parents, and staff members at Breeze Hill.

Bobier Elementary
220 W. Bobier Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-8501 • www.vistausd.org

Supporting Our Families
Bobier is all about supporting parents, students, and staff at
Bobier. Teachers like Ms. Avila won a grant from Google that will
bring authentic and virtual reality devices to students at Bobier
so they can travel the world and experience without leaving the
classroom. Mrs. Demirdjian won the San Diego Zoo and Scripps
Birch Aquarium grants for authentic experiences right to the
Dr. Jenifer Golden students at Bobier. Community liaison, Mrs. Ramirez provides
Principal
parents with resources including Vista Community clinic free
food and shoes, San Diego food bank, Assistance league, Golden
Kiwanis, Community resource center and Sherriffs for holiday support in the
winter, EES free pre-school, Linda Rhodes Neighborhood Community for free
Sports Programs, Verizon One Site for glasses.

California Avenue
215 W. California Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/630-4870 • www.vistausd.org

Ready to Swim?
One of Vista Unified’s best kept secrets is only steps away from
California Avenue School. The Mary Lou Clack Center therapy
pool, which is an extension of the school, provides aquatic
therapy to students from across the district.
As a component of the district’s Adapted Physical Education
(APE) program, students with gross motor delays and orthopedic
Rachel Schmidt impairment have an opportunity each month to utilize the
Principal
pool under the supervision of an APE teacher and an aquatic
specialist, who also serves in the role of lifeguard. Each week,
dozens of students from preschool through high school have access to the
heated, indoor pool.
We are so proud to support our families so their students have needs met
to thrive in school. Our parents, students, and staff are flying into an exciting
year!

Casita Center Elementary
260 Cedar Rd., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/724-8442 • www.vistausd.org

Viewing the Stars

During a trip to the pool, one might observe a student stretching and
exercising her muscles, learning to swim, or practicing social skills during a
group pool game. A jewel of the city for many decades, and once available to
residents of all ages, the Mary Lou Clack Center therapy pool is now enjoyed by
students within our community.
Covering the Vista Unified School District

Each year, Casita Center holds two annual family campouts.
The first event takes place in October and is organized by teacher
Jackson Perez, environmental science consultant Devon Azzam,
and the School Yard Habitat Committee. One hundred families
are scheduled to pitch tents or park RVs on campus for a night of
adventure.
After everyone sets up, families either picnic or enjoy
Laura Smith
Principal
barbecued hot dogs. Next, the Raptor Institute or Project Wildlife
conducts three assemblies in the multipurpose room. Activities,
such as nature crafts, flashlight scavenger hunts, hula-hoop contests, nature
drawings, a nature film, and exploring the school yard habitat at dusk with
parents, keep students busy. The highlights are viewing the stars and the moon
through Casita telescopes and listening to Mr. Perez tell stories in the dark in
the habitat!
The second event is more casual and takes place in the spring. Mr. Perez
selects a campground in San Diego. He packs up the telescopes and families
spontaneously join him for a weekend of stargazing, hikes, searching for frogs,
biking, and enjoying the outdoors.
November 2017—January 2018
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Empresa Elementary
4850 Avenida Empresa, Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/940-8454 • www.vistausd.org

Third Grade Class Helps
Hurricane Victims
When Ms. Denise
Netherland heard about the
effects of Hurricanes Harvey
and Irma on schools in Texas
and Florida she jumped at
Dr. Cheree McKean the opportunity to help! Ms.
Principal
Netherland contacted the
Adopt a Classroom Project
and her class was matched with a second
grade class at Calvert Elementary School in
Houston. Teacher Ms. Rosa shared, “Some
of my students lost everything during the
hurricane and ended up evacuating leaving
everything behind.” Ms. Netherland and the
students of Room 29 donated new clothing,
school supplies, lunch boxes and anything
they could think of that would help their
new Texas friends as they returned to their
flooded school. This commendable outreach
by the families of Room 29 has taught us all
a lesson in generosity, compassion, and the
importance of giving.

Foothill Oak Elementary
1370 Oak Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-3458 • www.vistausd.org

Learning Labs
Our Rockin’ Roadrunners are thoroughly enjoying Learning
Labs funded through our Personal Learning Challenge grant
this year! Each week, students rotate through engaging learning
experiences in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
& Math), Wellness, Expression (Visual/Performing Arts),
Leadership and Library/Media Skills with specialists. Students
say, “We get to run and exercise!” “We made cars with playdough,
Sandra Ceja
Principal
bottles and wood and next time we’re going to test to see which
car goes farther!” “We get to make music, like the cup song and
we get to do coding on our chromebooks!” At the same time, their teachers
participate in their own Teacher Learning Labs to analyze student data and
deepen content and teaching strategies.

Learning Labs in full swing at Foothill Oak!
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Grapevine Elementary
630 Grapevine Rd., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-8329 • www.vistausd.org

The Grizzly Way
Grapevine has started the year with an implementation
of a positive behavior model based upon reinforcing good
expectations at school. We call it the “Grizzly Way,” and it is
based on the successful social-emotional program called “Positive
Behavior Systems of Support” (PBIS).
We base
Rafael Olavide our socialPrincipal
emotional model
on four simple
yet powerful
rules: show respect, make
responsible choices, be a
problem solver, and be safe. We
teach and expect our students
to take ownership of their
actions, and also become great
citizens of our community and
nation.
At Grapevine, we are
proactive in making sure that
these rules are followed, and
we reinforce them with our
“Grizzly Dollars.” The students
earn these special dollars for
doing the things that make
us all proud. On Fridays they
can spend their dollars at the
“Grizzly Store.”
We are making a great
difference in the lives of our
students, doing it the Grizzly
Way!

Hannalei Elementary
120 Hannalei Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/631-6248 • www.vistausd.org

A Great Citizen and Custodian

Tracy Zachry
Principal

A great citizen, a caring individual, and clean campus: our
school, our custodian!
Often, we forget about the amazing people behind the scenes
who help run a school. Well, not today. Today we honor our very
own Maricela Rivas-Herrera! Today we celebrate an amazing
woman who makes Hannalei Elementary School a place for
students and staff to look forward to coming every day because it
is one of the most beautiful schools in our district.
Ms. Rivas-Herrera does an
incredible job not only caring for our
campus but also for our teachers and
students. She cleans up all our spills,
she comforts our students, she helps
our staff with anything they need,
and she does it all with patience and
kindness.
Maricela is a good Hannalei citizen,
who does her share to make the
school, neighborhood and community
better and to protect our earth. She is
also a fabulous custodian. A custodian
is a person entrusted with guarding
or maintaining a property; but, more
importantly, it is someone who has
custody, a keeper and a guardian. We
are so lucky to have a caring plant
lead (custodian) to take such good
care of our Hannalei Stingray family!

Madison Middle School
4930 Lake Blvd., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/940-0176 • www.vistausd.org

Teacher of the year Finalist!
Susan Moynihan was born and raised in New Jersey, went
to West Point in New York, and was commissioned a Military
Intelligence 2LT in the U.S. Army. Upon graduation, she served
on active duty for seven years before separating service with
the Army. She and her husband, Tim, were living in Hawaii
during her commission, and both her children were born there.
Mrs. Moynihan also worked on her post-baccalaureate at the
Steven Bailey
Principal
University of Hawaii. She taught eighth-grade math at a middle
school on Oahu for five years before coming to California.
In 2006, Mrs. Moynihan moved to California and began working at Madison
Middle School. She started out as a sub and then got hired on as a sixth-grade
math teacher and an elective wheel teacher. She then worked as an ELD
resource teacher
and a seventhgrade math/
science teacher
before settling
into eighthgrade math in
2010.
Mrs.
Moynihan
is currently
enjoying life
as an empty
nester living in
Oceanside with
Bio Highlight!
her husband and
Susan Moynihan — SD Teacher of the Year Finalist!
her dog, Teddy.
Covering the Vista Unified School District

Lake Elementary
4950 Lake Blvd., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/945-5300 • www.vistausd.org

New This Year!
We are thrilled to bring a new program to Lake! Every other
week, students in every class will get the opportunity to explore
different specialty classes on campus through a structure that
we call the Wheel. During the Wheel, students rotate through
classes like art, coding, music and PE while their teachers have
time to meet together and collaborate.
As we move toward more personalized learning and work
Krista Berntsen
Principal
together as a staff to develop more engaging units of study for
students, the collaboration time for teachers is critical. In just the
first few Wheel weeks, teacher teams have already had the chance to explore
more deeply how people learn, how to develop better reading comprehension,
and how to focus on students’ strengths and values.
We are excited here to have this opportunity to collaborate while providing
students with access to the arts!

Maryland Elementary
700 North Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/631-6675 • www.vistausd.org

Exploring STEM
Maryland staff and students started the school year with a
new room, The Mako Collaboratory! Filled with STEM materials
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math), our Maryland students
are exploring the world of STEM.
Today the fifth-graders were creating videos using the stopmotion kits. Each kit is equipped with characters which the
students can manipulate into various positions. The iPad has a
Carol McKane
Principal
program for them to record the motion of their character.
The students
can collaborate on their story,
take turns operating the
equipment, and develop their
different characters in order
to create the video.
At the beginning of the
school year, the teachers
explored various activities
in the Collaboratory. They
worked with the Code and
Go Robot Mouse, designed
a Marble Run, learned
about Spark Circuit Kits,
and worked with a variety
of other activities. They
also collaborated on the
development of lessons and
activities to use with their
students. We are proud of our
Mako Collaboratory!
The Mako Collaboratory!
November 2017—January 2018
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Mission Meadows Elementary
5657 Spur Ave., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/630-7884 • www.vistausd.org

Mission Vista High School
1306 Melrose Dr., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/758-6800 • www.vistausd.org

Mustang Voice
Mission Meadows Elementary School values the voices of
students. To support this goal, Mrs. Majewski, the school’s
counselor, is producing a new student-led video production
program called “Mustang Voice.” The purpose of this program
is to create a platform to support a positive school climate,
collaboration, and enthusiasm about belong to the school with “an
inclusive heart.”
Dr. Bill Porter
Principal
“Mustang Voice” is divided into grade-level segments, where
students from each respective grade level participate in the
weekly production. Transitional kindergarten and kindergarten students open
the program with a welcome and the calendar date, First-grade students do
“Who Is Who at our School?” Second-graders share the “Name that Animal”
segment, and third grade is responsible for “Book Talk.” Fourth grade shares
“What We Celebrate
at Mission Meadows,”
and fifth grade closes
the show with a college
and career readiness
segment.
“Mustang Voice” is an
informative and fun-filled
program enjoyed by all!

MSA Honor
Mission Vista High School is excited to share that we were
named a Nationally Certified Demonstration Magnet School by
the Magnet Schools of America (MSA), the national association
for magnet and theme-based schools. We were one of only 10
schools in the nation to earn this honor and the only school in
California to do so.
Our students and staff continuously work to meet the MSA
Nicole Miller
Principal
Standards of Excellence with our innovative curriculum, our
high-quality instruction, our family and community partnerships,
and our commitment to academic excellence. This year, we are continuing
this work by developing pathways and capstone courses and by pushing
ourselves to create learning environments that are personalized, relevant to
the world of work and cross-departmental. We are also encouraged by our
students’ performance on recent standardized tests: in the Smarter Balanced
Assessment, 88 percent of our juniors met or exceeded standards in English
language arts, and 58 percent met or exceeded standards in math. This is an
increase from last year and again places us at the top tier of the county in
results for both exams.
It’s an exciting time to be a Timberwolf!

Murray High School
215 N. Melrose, Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-2502 • www.vistausd.org

Monte Vista Elementary

Set Sail!

1720 Monte Vista Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-0410 • www.vistausd.org

Future Innovators

Charlene Smith
Principal
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Innovation is the name of the game at Monte Vista Elementary
School! This year, one of our teachers, Tonya Leslie, stepped into
the role of Innovation Leader and transformed our Makerspace
into so much more! Every class visits the lab each week, where
Challenge-Based Learning (CBL) is the engine for servicelearning projects and design thinking. With CBL, students cycle
through the engage-investigate-act process to solve problems
within our community. They are presented with a broad
challenge, and they ask questions in order to create or design
something to affect change.
All innovators
engage in Science,
Technology,
Engineering, and
Math (STEM)
learning using the 4
Cs: communication,
collaboration,
critical thinking, and
creativity. For example,
one workshop taught
students about threedimensional cardboard
attachments while
planning, imagining,
and working together
to create and improve
their designs using the
engineering process.
Bobcat innovators
are becoming change
agents who are inspired
to make a positive
impact.

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Mike Sterner
Principal

Our Murray students take a challenge each year at the
Maritime Museum of San Diego in downtown San Diego.
Members of the Museum’s Education Department guide our
students through activities such as climbing over the water in
the jibboom netting of the topsail schooner Californian; rolling in
the dark along the bottom hold of the 200+ foot-long barque Star
of India; rowing a rowboat against a wind that requires 10 or 12
rowers rowing in tandem; and helping to also set the sails for the
140+ foot-long Californian.

Murray Students Take the California Challenge

The students work individually and in teams to accomplish feats which build
confidence and strength of character, and in a way that few people have the
chance to explore. Most people do not get to even see downtown San Diego
from the water side either, but these students do. They also get to actually help
sail a topsail schooner at the same time. As the students say, “It’s legit!”

Olive Elementary
836 Olive Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/724-7129 • www.vistausd.org

Team and Goal Weeks
Olive Elementary is honored to be a VUSD Personalized
Learning Year 2 School, which places “students at the center”
of what they do. Olive Elementary offers Team Weeks and Goal
Weeks for students and staff, as they promote a whole-child
approach to personalized learning.
“Strategically allocating needed time and resources through
an
innovative approach such as Team and Goal Weeks is a part of
Stephanie
Vasquez
our school’s plan for continuous improvement,” Principal Vasquez
Principal
said.
During Team Weeks at Olive, learners have opportunities
for enrichment within their school day. Opportunities for enrichment include
classes specially designed for kindergarten through fifth grade, where each
class learns skills in performing arts through music education, visual arts,
computer science, social-emotional education and inquiry, utilizing STEAM in
the school’s Innovation and Invention Lab (In2 Lab).
The hardworking team at Olive is committed to the improvement of
“language, literacy and numeracy” for all learners. During Goal Weeks as part
of the school’s personalized-learning plan, the teaching team at Olive creates a
designated time to meet with students to promote a strengths-based approach
to learning by establishing individual-learner goals, in collaboration with
students, that focus on students’ individualized strengths, interests, levels of
engagement and achievement in academics and character.

Rancho Minerva Middle School
2245 Foothill Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-4500 • www.vistausd.org

Rancho Buena Vista High School
1601 Longhorn Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/727-7284 • www.vistausd.org

A World School
Rancho Buena Vista High School (RBV) students are well into
the first semester of 2017–2018 and are working hard with their
academics as well as participating in numerous school activities.
Over half the student population is involved in extracurricular
activities, including sports teams, marching band, color guard,
drama, and clubs, to name a few. We encourage all of our students
Chuck Schindler to get involved in the wide range of activities at RBV, which will
Principal
help them to become well rounded as individuals while also
keeping them competitive in the college application process.
As an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School, RBV has excellent IB
and Advanced Placement (AP) programs, which are very effective in preparing
students for college-level work. RBV’s diverse and exciting course offerings in
these programs cover math, science, English, social studies, computer science,
and the arts. In fact, RBV is one of the few schools to offer courses in all IB arts
subjects: film, dance, theater, visual arts, and music.
We are committed to the success of our students and are continually
increasing the support we provide so that all students feel empowered to
challenge themselves. We are proud that in the spring of 2017, 82 percent of the
students who took IB assessments passed these rigorous international exams.
We are also pleased that 64 percent of AP students earned scores of 3 or higher
on their exams in the spring of 2017, which was above the state’s percentage
and the global average for passing these rigorous College Board exams. These
programs provide phenomenal preparation for our students, and many of them
have earned valuable college credits as a result of their success on these exams.
We continue to develop RBV as a World School with our vision to exemplify
inspiration, discovery, and achievement as we support all students to be
prepared for college and career in the 21st century.

Developing Future Skills
This year Rancho Minerva has added a few Career Technical
Education (CTE) classes. One of these classes is photography,
where our students are being given an opportunity to acquire
and develop the kind of skills that can potentially guide them to a
career in the creative arts.
Student Indika
Malley
explains
Juan Ayala
Principal
the process, and
the approach
she took in building her photo
portfolio. “I took a photo of
Angel under the tree at Rancho
Minerva Middle School,” she
said. “I noticed that under the
tree was shaded; I wanted
him to be in the shade so that
the photo wouldn’t be overexposed. Head shots focus on
the face and eyes so potential
employers will remember
Angel’s face.
“I cropped out some
unwanted space on the sides
and top of my portrait because
there was too much head room,”
she added. “Angel could use
this head shot for a modeling
agency or any interviews that
require a photo. My head shot is
good, you can clearly see him,
and I believe this photo would
be a valuable tool for him in the
world of work.”

Covering the Vista Unified School District

Roosevelt Middle School
850 Sagewood Dr., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/726-8003 • www.vistausd.org

Composing Artful Learners
Roosevelt Middle School is proud to announce that the 2017–18
school year marks our inaugural year in implementing the Artful
Learning model as a way to bring the best-possible personalizedlearning experience to our students. Our staff and students
have thoroughly enjoyed engaging in this exciting and dynamic
learning approach!
Schools across the country have used this methodology
Heather Golly
Principal
to improve academic achievement and to increase student
engagement and motivation for learning while transforming the
school culture and community. The Artful Learning model was established in
1990 and founded by American music icon Leonard Bernstein to strengthen
education by preparing educators to use the arts and the artistic process to
learn across all academic subjects. The model was inspired by Bernstein’s
vision that music and the other fine and performing arts in combination
with a concept-based, interdisciplinary construct could be used to improve
academic achievement and instill a love of learning. As part of a three-year
implementation process, Artful Learning integrates the arts and serves as
the method of response for students to convey understanding across the
curriculum.
RMS values the middle school philosophy that emphasizes teaming and
creates the feeling of a small school within a larger school. We execute this
philosophy via interdisciplinary “Prides” in which teachers collaborate to
design cross-curricular Artful Learning units that they will implement this
spring. Our teachers are also infusing arts-based skills and strategies in all
subjects across the campus.
For more information and to follow our progress, please see our Roosevelt
Middle School website. You can also visit www.artfullearning.org and

www.leonardbernstein.com
November 2017—January 2018
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Temple Heights Elementary
1550 Temple Heights Dr., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/631-6242 • www.vistausd.org

The Leader in You
T.H.E. Leadership Academy is truly honored to celebrate the
rich diversity in our school. As we celebrate the leader in every
student, we seek first to understand that we all have different
abilities.
October is Ability Awareness Month, and all Temple Heights
students will be given presentations to learn more about this
important topic. In addition, all students will participate in
Kim Morton
Principal
hands-on experiences that will focus on teaching inclusion,
empathy and the power of diversity. Students will get to explore
the areas of vision and hearing, fine- and gross-motor skills, communication,
and learning disabilities as well as learn about amazing people in our
community who have overcome great challenges.
Our message is “Ask me what I can do!” We are grateful for the support of
all of our specialty staff members that support this event and couldn’t ask for a
better synergizing team!

Celebrating Ability Awareness

Vista Adult School
510 Sunset Dr., Vista, CA 92081 • 760/758-7122 • www.vistaadultschool.org

Removing Barriers to Education
Vista Adult School is committed to providing Western
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) accredited, highquality, and in-demand classes to local adults. We offer low-cost,
short-term career training in many high-demand occupations,
including medical, information technology, business, and
culinary arts. We provide free classes for high school diplomas,
Liz O’Shea-West English as a Second Language (ESL), citizenship, and high school
Principal
equivalency exam preparation (GED, HiSET). We additionally
offer classes at different locations in our community, such as ESL
at the Vista Library and at the Vista Adult Transition Center, which is located
on Bobier Drive.
Offering free or low-cost education locally is not always enough to get adults
to pursue their educational goals. Adults returning to school face many fears
and obstacles. Vista Adult School has an extensive Student Support Program to
assist adults with their return to school. We offer a smaller school setting than
the community colleges, which allows our staff to make personal connections
with students. We also have program coordinators, a transition advisor, and a
support counselor on staff to provide guidance and extra support when needed.
Our Student Transition Center and open computer lab allow students access
to technology, the Internet, educational materials, and tutoring. And once
students are ready, our staff can help with the transition to college or with
securing employment.
Vista Adult School is working hard to remove barriers for adults who want
to return to school. Students in our high school program can check out laptop
computers and Wi-Fi access to use from home. Students in our ESL program
have weekly access to technology in class to expand their English skills and
gain employment skills. We offer discounted monthly transportation passes for
current students. And we will soon be offering free babysitting for students
enrolled in morning or evening classes.
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VIDA Vista Innovation & Design Academy
740 Olive Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-7115 • www.vistausd.org

Valuable Learning Experiences
The school year has begun, and we are
already creating a solid foundation to support our
VIDA family. This includes our parent/student
handbook; organizing our planners with key
information; establishing behavior expectations
with rules assemblies; and bringing in engaging
speakers like John Moffat (of Cyber Education
Dr. Eric Chagala
Michelle
Co-Principal
Tsutagawa-Ward and Consulting) and our very own school
Co-Principal
resource officer, Eric Lamaster, who spoke with
the students about bullying issues.
A solid foundation also supports our engaging and positive culture. It allows
us to dive into many valuable learning experiences, such as Ms. Wadsworth’s
collaborative investigation into abiotic and biotic ecosystems.

Ms. Wadsworth began this lesson by front-loading her diverse learners
with key science terms, videos, and a simple investigation into living and
nonliving organisms. The students ended their lesson with an investigation
into the micro-ecosystems of VIDA’s athletic field, and  then applied their
deeper understanding of different types of organisms to their own natural
environment.
We are looking forward to an exciting learning year!

Vista Adult Transition Center
325 E. Bobier Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/758-3400 • www.vistausd.org

Transition in Growth!
The student population of Vista Adult Transition Center has
been steadily growing since the school’s inception a few years
ago. So much so, in fact, that we began using classrooms for
multiple teachers and programs. While the staff and students had
been accepting of the situation and were maintaining a can-do
approach and mindset, the tiny site appeared to be bursting at
the seams at times.
Chris Altona
Principal
Thankfully, an opportunity arose to expand our campus to
include the original adult school classrooms and office next door
as Vista Visions moved on to the Alta Vista campus. Our site has physically
doubled in size, and the resulting ability to restructure has provided us muchneeded additions to our program—sensory rooms, use of the gym as a gym
instead of two classrooms, and a “laundry lab” to teach domestic skills to our
transitioning young adults. Our students have benefited tremendously, and our
already positive general morale has taken an even greater uptick.
We now also have the ability to consider further growth and improvements,
innovation and creativity. Our vision is to be the model adult-transition
program. With this wonderful gift of space, we can more fully realize that
vision. The students and faculty at VATC are extremely grateful and are
devoted to utilizing our bigger campus to maximize our students’ chances
for positive post-school outcomes. Like our mascot, the monarch, we can now
spread our wings!

Vista Academy of Visual & Performing Arts
600 N. Santa Fe Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/941-0880 • www.vistausd.org

Innovation and Excellence
It’s getting STEAM-y around Vista Academy with the addition
of our new I-Wonder Exploratorium Lab!
Tied deeply to our school vision of being the “model of
educational excellence through innovative arts integration
and intercultural understanding,” our students are now taking
innovation to the next level. Each week, all of our students
Catina Hancock participate in four specialties, including music, dance, drama,
Principal
and STEAM Lab, as well as Spanish class.
As an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School, our
students’ STEAM experiences are directly tied to the IB units of inquiry. From
designing models of plate tectonics to performing, our students are applying
and personalizing their learning. For those students who want STEAM
experiences, our after-school conservatories include choral groups, dancing,
theater, and now an application of the arts in set and sound production, as well
as design and coding.

Vista High School
1 Panther Way, Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-5611 • www.vistausd.org

A Model of Excellence
It has been a great start to the school year, and there have
been a number of great opportunities for our students. In
September, Vista High School (VHS) was featured as an XQ
Super School on national television. Vista High School was
also part of the national think-tank meeting in Denver put on
by The Learning Accelerator, whose premise is to showcase
Anthony Barela contemporary education. VHS will also be hosting a group of
educators from around the nation in October in cooperation with
Principal
Next Generation Learning Challenges. As you can see, we are at
the forefront of national education.
Continuing to showcase excellence, the 36th Annual Vista Invitational
Field Tournament (VIFT) will take place in November. This prestigious field
tournament features premier bands from around southern California. Together,
we are going to celebrate the rich traditions which define who we are and look
forward to building some new traditions based on who we want to become.
We Are Vista Every Day, and we are becoming a model of educational
excellence!
Interim Superintendent • From Page 1

Make sure to experience the magic at Vista Academy during our Fall
Conservatory Showcase on December 7-8 at 6:30 p.m.

Vista Magnet Middle School
151 Escondido Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-5766 • www.vistausd.org

Tradition and Innovation
Students and families at Vista Magnet Middle School can look
forward to a new approach to grading and assessment during the
2017–2018 year. Thanks to the hard work of our teachers over
the past few years and the support of our district leaders, Vista
Magnet is now fully utilizing an International Baccalaureate (IB)
grade reporting system for all students. Students will receive
more detailed rubric scores and feedback in each subject area
Steve Post
Principal
instead of traditional letter grades on their progress reports and
report cards throughout the year. This innovative assessment
system uses a criterion-based approach to foster ongoing learning and a
growth mindset, instead of seeing grades as final measurements and an end
of learning. Our major focus this year is clearly communicating this system
to students and parents during this transition to ensure all stakeholders
understand IB grades and can use them to improve student learning.
Vista Magnet will continue to provide a dynamic learning environment
where all students experience a unique blend of international education
and real-world science investigations. Once again we will host a group of
international students from Shanghai, China at our school for a week of full
immersion in American education and culture. Also, Vista Magnet students
were once again selected to send a student-designed science experiment to
the International Space Station in partnership with the Student Spaceflight
Experiments Program. Vista Magnet is dedicated to continuing our culture
of high expectations, rich academics, and international mindedness and
maintaining our reputation as a school where tradition and innovation walk
hand in hand.
Covering the Vista Unified School District

fear, lack of hope, uncertainty, and more questions than answers
for everyone in our community, including our students. As I
visit schools and speak with staff, I continue to be impressed
with how teachers and staff are addressing heightened fears
and emotions related to recent events with empathy, caring and
patience. This speaks to the true heart our profession - a childcentered commitment to creating learning environments built
Dr. Matt Doyle on a foundation of trust, respect, safety and acceptance. As a
district and community, I encourage everyone to pull together
to continue our collective commitment making school a safe
plan to learn and grow. We acknowledge the challenges that are in the months
ahead. Difficult times can inspire hope and determination. The hard work of
our administrators, teachers, and support staff, in all of these areas is greatly
appreciated.
Our students, more than ever before, need us all to live by, model and
promote our district values of trust, respect and collaboration. Our Blueprint for
Educational Excellence and Innovation has deliberately included two strategies
dedicated to creating safe, secure campuses and social/emotional systems of
support for all students. We have developed robust security systems at all of
our schools that include fencing, security cameras, campus security personnel,
and strict visitor procedures. We have hired the finest teams of family liaisons,
counselors, psychologists and other support staff to ensure that teachers and
staff are not alone in creating safe, nurturing environments for all students.
We have teamed up with the University of California at San Diego (UCSD) to
monitor our collective efforts to build a strong culture focused on our district
values. Our team has expanded opportunities for students and parents to learn
about cyber safety, anti-bullying strategies and character education programs
that underscore the importance of building and promoting a strengths-based
culture that celebrates every child’s potential to succeed academically and
socially. It is important to note, however, that we cannot do this work alone. You
are a valuable part of our community. We need your support to find ways to help
all students through these challenging times. If you or your family members
have questions, concerns or ideas, we welcome feedback and are ready to
listen. Please call the Student Support Services Department at 760-726-2170
Ext. 92180 or contact the Family and Community Engagement Liaison at your
school.
In my role as Interim Superintendent, I am committed to visiting campuses
across the district every week to listen to and support students, parents,
teachers, staff. This is the time for us all to deepen our commitment to creating
a learning climate that is empathetic, safe, secure, supportive, tolerant, nondiscriminatory and joyful for all students. Our collective actions every day will
create a district culture that we can all be proud of. Let’s keep schools a safe
place to learn for all students.
November 2017—January 2018
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