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Best of the Best — 2017 Teachers of the Year

Heritage Elementary STEAM Magnet School fourth/fifth-grade teacher Elizabeth Catron works with her students,
from left, Corbin Black, Caitlin Kim and Daniel Madrigal, in the classroom.

Foothill High School digital media arts teacher Chris Price coaches two seniors,
sports anchor Trevor Lukkes and show anchor Costadina Buelna, moments before a live morning Foothill Television broadcast.
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Teams Going to Robotics World Championship
In Touch with TUSD
Good news! Seven robotics
teams from three schools –
Orchard Hills School, and Beckman
and Foothill high schools, in the
Tustin Unified School District are
going to the 2017 VEX Robotics
World Championship in April. The
Gregory A.
Franklin, Ed. D. teams won at the state level on
Superintendent
March 11 and will compete among
1,400 student-led robotics teams
from around the world in Louisville, Kentucky,
on April 19 through 25.
Foothill and Beckman are sending four teams
and Orchard Hills is entering three teams – two
elementary (fifth grade) and one middle school
team to the competition, now going into its 10th
year. The teams are led by teacher-coaches Siu
Sit from Beckman, Jeff Farr from Foothill, and
Nancy Chung, Megan Englebrecht and Liz Root
from Orchard Hills. TUSD is the only school
district in Orange County sending middle and
high school teams to the event.
The Tustin Public Schools Foundation supports
the Robotics League and competitions in TUSD,
and is proud of the teams’ students and coaches.
The District congratulates all three schools
and wishes them continued success at the
robotics world championship in April. Go TUSD!

A robotics team from Foothill High won at the state contest
and is traveling to the world championship.

Orchard Hills robotics teams – one middle (seen above) and two elementary – were
named winners at the state level and are heading to the world robotics tournament.

Three Beckman High robotics teams took top honors at the state level and are going to the world robotics champion.
Covering the Tustin Unified School District
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TUSD Announces 2017 Teachers of the Year
By Mark Eliot
Director of Communications and Public Information
Tustin Unified School District
Elizabeth Catron, fourth/fifth-grade teacher at Heritage
Elementary STEAM Magnet School, and Chris Price, digital
media arts teacher at Foothill High School, have been
selected as the 2017 Teachers of the Year by the Tustin
Unified School District. They will represent the District in
the 2017-18 Orange County Teachers of the Year program.

her work in the classroom, Catron started an after-school
STEAM Club for all fourth- and fifth-grade students,
serves as a STEAM curriculum writer for the Tustin Public
Schools Foundation and teaches engineering design in the
organization’s Summer Academy.
Catron has served as a Gifted and Talented Education
(GATE) certified teacher mentor teacher, presenter at the
TUSD TECHstravaganza, BTSA (Beginning Teacher and
Support Assessment) provider for beginning teachers and

Elizabeth Catron, center, is congratulated by Heritage Principal Beth Rabel Blackman and her staff,
as well as TUSD Superintendent Gregory Franklin and school board members Jonathan Abelove and Francine Scinto.

The Orange County Department of Education will
interview the selected candidates and announce winners in
May. The county finalists will then go on to the California
and National Teacher of the Year programs.
Tustin Unified’s annual awards program recognizes
outstanding teachers who have displayed extraordinary
teaching, creativity and excellence at their school and
community.
Catron and Price were chosen from a field of 28
candidates. Additionally, Catron was named Elementary
(grades K-5) Teacher of the Year and Price was selected as
Secondary (grades 6-12) Teacher of the Year.
“I’m very honored to receive this recognition,” Catron
said. “I appreciate everything Tustin Unified has done
for me and I have been so lucky to work with wonderful
leaders and amazing staffs that have helped me become the
teacher I am today.”
Catron has taught in public education for 10 years –
seven in the Tustin Unified School District. She helped
open TUSD’s first elementary STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, arts and math) magnet school and currently
teaches a fourth/fifth-grade class at Heritage. Besides
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lead STEM practitioner at the Orange County Department
of Education. She has received numerous awards and
honors, including Presidential Award for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science Training Nominee, Parenting OC
Magazine’s Top Teacher of the Year, TPSF grant recipient
and Tustin-Santa Ana Rotary Club “Good Idea Awards”
winner.
Catron believes her greatest contribution in education
is building confident, compassionate lifelong learners.
She also encourages her students to give back to the
community and support many service projects, such
as collecting items for a local homeless shelter, selling
bracelets to raise funds for a student who has leukemia,
collecting toys for Children’s Hospital of Orange County
(CHOC), and raising funds for a local beach clean-up and
school recycling club.
“I was shocked when I heard the announcement,”
Price said. “This is quite an honor. TUSD is a great school
district with dedicated administrators, caring teachers and
staff members, and incredible students. I’m really proud
and excited to represent the District at the county level.”
Price has been a teacher in public education for 13

Chris Price, center, is honored by Foothill Principal Mike Williams and school administrators,
Board members Jonathan Abelove and Francine Scinto, and TUSD Superintendent Gregory Franklin.

years – all in the Tustin Unified School District. He teaches
digital media arts at Foothill High, including film, television
and video production/broadcasting. He is a master teacher,
TUSD Connect Technology Fellow and an official judge
for the SoCal Film Festival.Price also serves as assistant
varsity baseball coach at the school.
Price started the Digital Media Arts program at Foothill.
Students learn visual storytelling from script to screen and
create various film projects, such as narrative films, music
videos, documentaries and commercials. The class, which
started with 25 students and has grown to 150 students,
is now a certified Career and Technical Education (CTE)

pathway program. One of the four classes is a broadcast
journalism course that produces a daily show called
Foothill Television (FTV). Students develop content
centered on campus life, current events, daily news and
sports, and participate in a live show with guests streamed
live through YouTube.
In addition to his work in the classroom, Price is
involved with the Foothill EdFund, Tustin Public Schools
Foundation’s Dinosaur Dash and Red Cross Blood Drive,
and builds relationships with local businesses and
community partners for the school’s Digital Media Arts
program.

The other 2017 School Site Teachers of the Year include:
Debbie Meier, specialized academic instructor at Tustin
Elementary School: Stephanie Holoubek, first-grade
Ranch School; and Dorothy Lancy, specialized academic
teacher at Arroyo School; Diane Gilbert, kindergarten
instructor at Marjorie Veeh School.
teacher at Barbara Benson School; Nicole Eagan, first/
Middle School: Karen Minnie, Spanish and Peer
second-grade teacher at Benjamin Beswick School; Michelle
Assistance Leadership (PAL) teacher at Columbus Tustin
Dang, specialized academic instructor at Helen Estock
School; Angelica Jimenez, life science, STEM and Spanish
School; Letty Ramirez, first-grade teacher at Guin Foss
teacher at Currie School; Kim Pyle, science and STEAM
School; Lori Booy, third/fourth-grade teacher at Robert
teacher at Hewes School; Kristin Zebe, science and Science
Heideman School; Kym Lehman, fourth-grade teacher at
Olympiad teacher at Pioneer School; and Aya Armendariz,
Hicks Canyon School; Lisa Torbenson, specialized academic
special day class teacher at C.E. Utt School.
instructor at Ladera School; Lori Beal, specialized academic
High School: Jan Mintz, English teacher at Beckman;
instructor at Loma Vista School; Christine Valles, thirdBertha Cardoza, art, computer graphics and leadership
grade teacher at Myford School; Laura Epstein, secondteacher at Hillview; and Randy Reta, Advanced Placement
grade teacher at W.R. Nelson School; Elizabeth Root, fifth(AP) and honors biology teacher at Tustin High.
grade teacher at Orchard Hills School; Amanda Correll,
The two winners and all the District’s nominees will be
transitional kindergarten through second-grade special day
honored at the 23rd annual Teachers of the Year Dinner
class teacher at Peters Canyon School; Melanie Valencia,
at 5 p.m. on Friday, May 19, at the Irvine Marriott Hotel.
second-grade teacher at Red Hill School; Crystal Hahm,
The event is co-sponsored by the Tustin Public Schools
third-grade teacher at Jeane Thorman School; Katrina
Foundation and Tustin Unified School District.
Shaw, second-grade teacher at Tustin Memorial Academy;
Covering the Tustin Unified School District
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Jeff Farr Named CA Career and Tech Ed Teacher of the Year

Energy Invitational or VEX Robotics
Foothill High School engineering
competition.
teacher Jeff Far has been named 2017
Farr’s program has evolved from
California Association for Career and
a single 32-student cohort into a
Technical Education (ACTE) Teacher of
school-wide academy with more than
the Year.
400 students. Students involved with
This award recognizes the finest
the FEAT Academy have achieved a
career and technical teachers at
cumulative 99.5% graduation rate,
the secondary school level who
and many graduates gain access
have demonstrated innovation in
to the most prestigious collegiate
the classroom, commitment to their
engineering programs in the
students and dedication to the
country.
improvement of career and technical
Farr was recognized at the annual
education (CTE) in their institutions
Educating for Careers Conference,
and communities.
sponsored by the California chapter
Farr has been teaching for 28 years
of the Association for Career and
– 25 at Foothill High. As the director of
Technical Education on March 7
Foothill Engineering and Technology
in Sacramento. He was nominated
(FEAT), he has developed an innovative
by Merry Kim, Project Director
CTE program that emphasizes
Foothill High engineering teacher Jeff Farr
for Career Technical Education, at
engineering, manufacturing and
Irvine Valley College. Farr will now
production. The program is also among
advance for consideration at the U.S. Regional level.
the leaders whenever entered into events like the UCI

TUSD Has Two Orange County Administrators of the Year

Cherie Kuntz, coordinator
for special education, and
Christine Matos, principal of
Tustin High School, have been
named 2017 Orange County
Administrators of the Year by
the Association of California
School Administrators
(ACSA), Region 17.
ACSA annually recognizes
outstanding administrators
for their leadership skills,
professionalism, creativity,
innovation and commitment
to a quality education. Region
17 represents 28 school
districts in Orange County.

TUSD Superintendent Gregory Franklin and Board President Jonathan Abelove, far right, congratulate
Cherie Kuntz and Christine Matos for being selected as 2017 Orange County Administrators of the Year.

Kuntz — Special Education Administrator of the Year
Kuntz has worked in public education for 20 years
– all in Tustin Unified. She coordinates the special
education program for students in all grades. Among her
responsibilities, she coordinates the Extended School
Year Program, supervises the District’s autism and speech
and language programs, and provides training for District
staff and parents. Kuntz has also received the “I Made
a Difference” Special Education award that recognizes
teachers and staff members who made a difference in
students’ lives.
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Matos — Secondary Principal of the Year
Matos has worked in public education for 24 years. As
principal of Tustin High, Matos has made a difference in
the school’s academic culture for its students and staff.
Under her leadership, Tustin High was selected as a 2015
Gold Ribbon School by the California Department of
Education. Matos exemplifies the kind of dedication that
continues to move the school in a positive direction.
Both administrators will be honored at the 44th annual
ACSA “Administrators of the Year and Friends of Education
Awards” Dinner on May 8 at the Irvine Marriott Hotel.

Pioneer Receives National Honor for Model Learning School
Pioneer Middle School has been selected as a Model
Professional Learning Community at Work for schools
across the nation.
Pioneer is one of 200 schools in the U.S. and Canada to
receive this honor. Pioneer was recognized for sustained
success in raising student achievement and continued
support by its staff through ongoing professional
development to improve instructional practices that meet
all students’ needs.
Professional Learning Communities or PLCs are schools
and districts in which educators recognize the key to
improved learning for students is ongoing, job-embedded
learning for the adults who serve those students. PLCs
focus on learning, building a collaborative culture and
creating a results orientation.

Schools are recognized based on strict criteria, including
demonstration of a commitment to PLC concepts, implementation
of these concepts for at least three years and clear evidence
of improved student learning over that period.
Pioneer has maintained National Model PLC status since
2008. Pioneer’s learning community knows the only way
they can meet the academic, physical and developmental
needs of all students is by working together. Their success
comes from a singular dedication to fulfill its mission:
maximizing every student’s academic potential and
personal responsibility.
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Braces for
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Public Information. He is absolutely
dedicated to promoting the
excellence in TUSD and is a delight to
work with as we publish each School
News issue. Every word, comma, and
period is important to Mark and his
attention to detail is appreciated.
On pages 30-35 we are delighted
to have so many student columnists
reviewing their favorite books.
You will also find our Word Search
Contest on page 32 and the winners
of the February contest.
Our next issue is June 7 just in
time to congratulate the graduates.

Congratulations teachers
and administrators of the Year! I
founded School News to promote
the excellence in our public schools
and in my opinion every teacher
is the teacher of the year! Along
with parenting, teaching is one of
the hardest jobs with the greatest
rewards. A teacher can make an
impression on a student that will last
a lifetime.
While accolades are being
awarded, I’d like to personally
commend Mark Eliot, TUSD
Director of Communications &
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Thanks teachers, we appreciate you.
• Quality chiropractic care
• No insurance hassles
• No hidden fees
• No appointments needed
• Open evenings & weekends
Redeem today at a clinic near you.
Irvine Crossroads

Santa Ana - Bristol

(949) 387-6233

(714) 545-2887

3850-J Barranca Pkwy

$

19
*

Initial Visit
includes consultation,
exam and adjustment
VALID MAY 1 - JUNE 30, 2017
FOR TEACHERS & FACULTY

3713 S. Bristol St.

thejoint.com
*Offer value: $39. Initial visit includes consultation, exam and adjustment. Present offer at time of redemption at the location listed only.
No cash value, new patients only. See clinic for chiropractor(s)’ name and license info. Clinics managed and/or owned by franchisee or
Prof. Corps. Restrictions may apply to Medicare eligible patients. Individual results may vary. © 2017 The Joint Corp. All Rights Reserved.
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Arroyo Elementary School
11112 Coronel Rd., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7381

Teacher of the Year
We are so proud to announce
Stephanie Holoubek as Arroyo
Elementary School’s Teacher
of the Year! Stephanie has been
teaching for over 20 years, the last
13 years of which have been here
in Tustin.
Amy Jones
Stephanie is an outstanding
Principal
teacher with a heart of gold. She
goes above and beyond to provide an engaging
and safe learning environment for her students.
Whether it’s reading aloud to students or
presenting an engaging readers’ workshop minilesson, you can see that Stephanie is committed
to making a difference in the lives of her
first-graders.
Stephanie is a true professional and models
that every day through her interactions with
students, staff, and families. Stephanie is viewed
by all members of the Arroyo community as a
team player with a positive can-do attitude!
We couldn’t be more proud of Arroyo’s
Teacher of the Year! Way to go, Stephanie!

Helping Families to Buy and Sell in North Tustin for More Than 35 Years.
To Tustin Unified School District Families –

We offer Discounts on the Sale of Your Property and Rebates on any Purchase

Tender Loving Care For Your Teeth

Tustin Blue
D E N T A L
Mike Knight Broker/Owner • DRE#00832944

mike@mikeknight.com •• www.mikeknight.com •• (714) 544-4900
REMAX REAL ESTATE ONE
12341 Newport Ave., Suite A-100, North Tustin, CA 92705

New Business of the Year 2016

(657) 333-6061

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
Orthodontics • Dental Implants

714-669-7705
Saturday
Appointments
Available

12721 Newport Ave., Ste 2, Tustin
• Family Chiropractic &
Acupuncture Care
• Student Pricing Available
• Free Consultation
• Sports Physicals

G R O U P

Dr. Nathan Yeargin, DC, LAc &
Dr. David Valle, DC

www.truehealthtustin.com

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

13362 Newport Ave. Suite D • Tustin
Behind Tustin Pharmacy on Newport Ave.

www.tustinbluedentalgroup.com
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Arnold O. Beckman High School
3588 Bryan Ave., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-2900

Awakening Students
Beckman’s 2017
Teacher of the Year,
Jan Mintz, is the
consummate teaching
professional. Her
priorities are always in
order meaning that she
Dr. Donnie
knows she is here for
Rafter
Principal
her students. She has
an incredible rapport
with students, past and present. This
quality allows her students to feel
comfortable taking academic risks
in her classes, and allows them to
achieve at the highest level possible.
“I have only nine months to
awaken them to the wonders of
language and literature, and to the
world to make them really think
about their role in it,” said Jan Mintz.
“It’s a lot to ask in only nine months,
but I take that challenge every year
with enthusiasm, vigor, and joy.”

Beckman’s 2015 Teacher of the Year Joy Havrisik crowns the 2017 Teacher of the Year, Jan Mintz.

Barbara Benson Elementary School
12712 Elizabeth Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7531

One of Benson’s Best

new teachers as well. She is passionate about supporting
first- and second-year teachers as they develop the skills
Even after 30 years of teaching, Diane
and mindset needed to be successful educators in the
Gilbert continues to evolve as an educator.
Tustin Unified School District. Additionally, Mrs. Gilbert is
She is reflective in her practice as she
always ready and willing to step up and do what is best for
incorporates new curriculum into her
our Benson community.
instruction. Mrs. Gilbert goes beyond
Mrs. Gilbert is truly an educator for all!
teaching kindergarten academic skills; she
also
helps
Jackie Christy
Principal
students
develop
the social, emotional,
and developmental skills
needed to be a successful
21st-century learner.
Mrs. Gilbert is an
advocate for incorporating
music and art into the
Benson’s culture and has
been instrumental in the
success of the Class Act
program at Benson. Mrs.
Gilbert not only shares her
desire for learning with
students, but she inspires
Benson kindergarteners are all smiles with their teacher, Diane Gilbert.
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Benjamin Beswick Elementary School
1362 Mitchell Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7385

Engaging All Learners
Beswick Elementary School’s 2017
Teacher of the Year, Nicole Eagan, is a
passionate educator who believes in helping
diverse learners grow through authentic
relevant, hands-on, and student-driven
curricula. Nicole strives to infuse the hard
Stephanie Yang work of learning
with great joy for
Principal
all students. At
any moment of the day, Nicole’s
students are at the edge of
their seats with excitement for
learning!
As a professional, Nicole truly
embodies the growth mindset
by taking risks and leading
learning. She has piloted district
curriculum, supports her
colleagues with new resources
and strategies, shares her
practice with educators across
the district, and does all that she
can to create a strong learning

community at Beswick!
Every day Mrs. Eagan transforms her classroom into a
magical place for each student who enters her doors. The
time, energy, and great creativity she puts into her lessons
truly engage all learners. She makes every minute count,
and you’ll often find all of her “little Eagans” showing their
learning around campus!

Beswick teacher Nicole Eagan engages all her “little Eagans” at the school.

First full set of Eyelashes

$
STUDIOS NOW OPEN IN YOUR AREA:

OC FASHION WEEK

79

99
Regular
price $250

Tustin Market Place
13268 Jamboree Rd.
Irvine, CA 92602
949-205-2743

Los Olivos Market Place
8599 Irvine Center Drive
Irvine, CA 92618
949-205-2744

(On the Target side of the Tustin Market Place next to the
food court. Make a right on Tustin Ranch Plaza
if coming from the 5 FWY).

(In the Whole Foods Shopping Center off the 405 FWY.
Exit Irvine Center Drive and make right
if coming from the 405 FWY South).
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Columbus Tustin Middle School
17952 Beneta Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7352

Karen Minnie—Hooray!

reach our at-risk students and help them develop positive
leadership skills.
Outside Columbus Tustin, Ms. Minnie is an active
member in the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network
(PANCAN) and since 2014 has served as the volunteer
chairperson for the Orange County Affiliate of PANCAN,
coordinating over 200 volunteers.
Congratulations, Ms. Minnie, on being named 2017
Teacher of the Year!

Karen Minnie teaches Spanish and
Peer Assistance Leadership (PAL), is a
Digital Learning Fellow, and is a member
of our Positive Behavioral Intervention
and Supports committee. In 2013, her PAL
program was recognized as the Outstanding
Maggie Burdette Orange County PAL program, and in 2015,
she was recognized as the Outstanding
Principal
Orange
County PAL advisor.
Ms. Minnie has
helped build a
culture of respect
and caring on our
campus. She provides
opportunities for
her students to
make a difference
not only on our
campus but also in
the community. She
is also constantly
Karen Minnie celebrates with her students, Principal Maggie Burdette and
looking for ways to
Assistant Principal Jennifer Kang-Rodriguez the announcement that she is the 2017 Teacher of the Year!

A.G. Currie Middle School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7360

The Epitome of Cougar Pride
Recognized as Currie Middle School 2017
Teacher of the Year, Angelica Jimenez has
spent the past 15 years at Currie sharing
her passion for learning with her students
as a Spanish,
robotics, and
Erick Fineberg science teacher.
She holds students
Principal
accountable
to a high standard and
makes authentic and strong
connections with her students as
a result.
In addition to her ability to
relate to her students,
Mrs. Jimenez holds the core
belief that her job goes beyond
teaching students how to pass a
test; instead, she inspires them
to become lifelong learners. One
of her greatest strengths is her
ability to break down complex
concepts into very relatable

pieces. This ability comes from a strong connection to her
students and the capacity to make the difficult doable.
Mrs. Jimenez embodies the core values of Currie:
building relationships, taking risks and engaging in a
rigorous curriculum. It is our honor to recognize her as our
2017 Teacher of the Year.

Currie teacher Angelica Jimenez poses with her science students.
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Helen Estock Elementary School
14741 North B St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7390

Congratulations, Mrs. Dang!
Estock proudly announces that
Ms. Dang is this year’s Teacher of the
Year! Ms. Dang serves as our specialized
academic instructor, and
she is everywhere on
campus! On any given day,
Wendy Hudson she can be found working
with students both inside
Principal
and outside classrooms. In
addition, Ms. Dang manages our Student
Study Team referrals and serves as our
testing coordinator. She is exceptionally
compassionate and caring toward all
students and quietly goes about doing what
is best for them at any given time.
Ms. Dang began her career in finance
and had every intention of climbing the
corporate ladder in that field. She began to
volunteer at her neighborhood library and
discovered a newfound love—working with
children. She left her job and returned to
school to acquire the necessary credentials
to become a teacher. While there, she

discovered a passion for working with children with special
needs and added coursework to obtain a special education
credential.
We are thankful every day for Ms. Dang and her talents.

Estock teacher Michelle Dang with students Diego and Jacob.

Teachers See the

Possibilities
In Jennifer Swanson’s high school English class, seniors
master material that prepares them for college and
careers, gaining writing and communication skills that
will benefit them throughout their lives.
Arroyo High School, Expository English Class, Teacher: Jennifer Swanson ’96, M.A.Ed. ’99

Azusa Pacific’s School of Education prepares educators like
Jennifer to see and cultivate the potential in every student.
Graduates go on to make a lasting difference as creative,
collaborative professionals and dedicated advocates for those
they serve.
Advance your calling with a master’s or doctoral degree,
credential, or certificate from a top Christian university and
join a mentoring community of educators who will help you
make an even greater impact.

Attend an information meeting on June 22 at
6 p.m. at the Orange County Regional Campus.
Register today at apu.edu/education/meetings/.

School of
Education

Programs available online and at

6

locations throughout
Southern California

Now enrolling!
Contact us today.
Orange County Regional Campus
orangecounty@apu.edu | (714) 935-0260
21018
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Foothill High School
19251 Dodge Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/ 730-7464

Ready for His Close-Up

This program has become a strong centerpiece for
communication at Foothill, and will eventually expand to
Foothill Teacher of the Year Chris Price
include an ESPN-like sports division. It will have strong
has made many significant contributions to
school ties, and overlap with the print journalism program
our high school during the last 14 years. He
at Foothill.
loves to inspire all of his students, and always
Chris is also a highly accomplished baseball coach. Go
empowers them to excel.
Chris, and go Knights!
Chris’ greatest
contribution was
Dr. Michael
developing the Digital
Williams
Principal
Media Arts Pathway at
Foothill. Here students
learn all of the various parts of visual
storytelling from script to screen. They
also create projects like narrative films,
music videos, documentaries, and
commercials.
His broadcast journalism class
produces a daily show called Foothill
Television. The students develop
content that is centered on campus life,
current events, daily news, and sports.
They also participate in a live show
with actual guests that is streamed on
Digital media arts teacher Chris Price, center, is surprised as
YouTube.
TUSD’s 2017 Secondary Teacher of the Year.

Guin Foss Elementary School
18492 Vanderlip Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7552

Teacher of the Year
Guin Foss Elementary School celebrates
first-grade teacher Letty Ramirez as our
2017 Teacher of the Year! Mrs. Ramirez is
a fabulous teacher who supports all her
students and colleagues in numerous ways,
from acting as the facilitator of the annual
California English Language Development
Kelly Fresch
Test (CELDT) examination, our site English
Principal
Learner liaison, and a master teacher to
planning the Volunteer Appreciation breakfast for over 100
guests
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Mrs. Ramirez has taught at Guin Foss for 18 school years
and has her master’s degree in educational leadership.
She is dedicated to the greater community as an active
volunteer with the Academy of Dance and the American
Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO). Mrs. Ramirez is raising
two confident, kind children of her own, in addition to
teaching and leading Guin Foss scholars to make lifelong
decisions to positively impact our world. Mrs. Ramirez
offers an engaging, language-rich learning environment,
with a core emphasis on reading. She supports the
whole student and strives to incorporate technology and
creativity in all that she does.
We just love Mrs. Ramirez!

Robert Heideman Elementary School
15571 Williams St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7521

A Big Heart

and make time for collaboration, and she goes above and
beyond to work with students and attend events at night
Heideman School is proud to name Lori
and on weekends.
Booy as 2017 Teacher of the Year! Lori has
Thank you, Mrs. Booy! We are so very proud of you!
been a professional
educator for 20 years
and is currently
teaching a thirdand fourth-grade
Sean Lindsay
combination class.
Principal
Lori’s father
and grandfather were her initial
inspirations for becoming a teacher.
Throughout her years as a student,
she had great teachers who
confirmed her chosen career path.
Lori distinguishes herself as a great
teacher with her ability to deeply
listen to students, her big heart, her
skills in integrating technology, and
her ability to engage her students in
critical thinking.
Her colleagues describe her
bottomless generosity. She’s always
willing to share her expertise
Lori Booy celebrates Heideman Teacher of the Year honor with her students.
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Heritage Elementary STEAM Magnet School
15400 Lansdowne Rd, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7339

Going the Extra Mile
Heritage Elementary School is proud
to announce Elizabeth Catron as its
Teacher of the Year! Elizabeth teaches
the fourth and fifth grades, and her
students get a world class education
each and every day.
Through her artful teaching and
Beth
Rabel Blackman passion for excellence, Elizabeth’s
Principal
classroom scholars are excited and
ready to learn. A team player, she is
always willing to listen to and support her colleagues
by actively mentoring, coaching, and providing them
with thoughtful suggestions. She is also an Orange
County Department of Education Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math (STEM) Fellow, a Tustin Public
Schools Foundation STEM curriculum writer, and an
“Engineering is Elementary” Teacher Fellow.
Elizabeth is extremely dedicated, and always goes
the extra mile to help support her students, including
spending countless hours outside of the regular school
day. She always puts her students and their needs
first, and is consistently caring and loving. We are
proud to have Elizabeth on our Heritage team!

Elizabeth Catron, Heritage’s Teacher of the Year,
works with her fourth and fifth graders.

Hewes Middle School
13232 Hewes Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7348

Above and Beyond
With daily excellence and enthusiasm,
Kim Pyle pours herself into creating
innovative, meaningful, engaging
experiences for students in learning science
and STEAM and in coaching our Robotics
Team. On
an average
Eric Kilian
day, you will
Principal
see students
performing lab experiments,
building robots, or measuring
porosity of soils! Seemingly
endless energy, passion and
positivity emit from
Mrs. Pyle. Above and beyond
is her norm, which furthers
the climb toward excellence.
Her love of students
is evident in her caring
interaction, as she is an active
member of the Hewes FOR
Club. Her dedication to the
craft of teaching and her own

modeling of learning is furthered by attendance at endless
trainings and consistently challenging herself in new ways.
She is emblematic of the 21st century teacher, a great team
player that collaborates and shares, energetically supports
“TUSD Writers” in her content, and constantly is taking
Hewes to new heights!

Hewes students give high marks to Teacher of the Year, Kim Pyle.

16

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Hicks Canyon Elementary School
3817 Viewpark Ave., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1878

21st-Century Teacher of the Year

school year. The rewards for her through the years have
come from when she receives a “thank you” letter from her
former students, or when young pageantry ladies share
with her how she was the inspiration that drove them to
strive to always do their personal best.

Positive, energetic, trustworthy,
thoughtful, and “risk-taker” are just a
few of the many words that Hicks Canyon
colleagues use to describe our 2017 Teacher
of the Year, Kym
Lehman. Kym has been
in education for over 25
Deena Vela
years, and has impacted
Principal
so many lives.
Over the past few years our
teaching practices have shifted to
create a more student-centered
learning opportunity. Kym welcomes
these changes with a smile, and has
always been positive every step of
the way. In addition to her infinite
passion for teaching, Kym is involved
in local pageantries as well, where
she coordinates various fund-raising
events to help young women receive
scholarships.
Kym believes that the rewards of
Hicks Canyon teacher Kym Lehman works with students
teaching do not stop at the close of the

Joshua Yang and Micah Mikhail on a 21st century project.

Covering the Tustin Unified School District
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Hillview High School
1151 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7356

Hillview Hawk Games
“It was a chill day for us, and a chill day
for them,” said one Hillview student about
our third annual Hawk Games.
Approximately 180 students with special
needs recently came
to Hillview School for a
Tim O’Donoghue day full of fun activities.
Students from Beckman,
Principal
Tustin, and Foothill High
Schools — as well as Benson Elementary
School and Currie and Utt Middle Schools
— were all paired up with a buddy from
Hillview.
The Hawk games are a joint effort
between Hillview High School and the
Adaptive P.E. teachers in our district.
The students participated in 20 different
activities, such as soccer, bowling,
baseball, face painting, drawing, and
blowing bubbles. The students and their
buddies also ate lunch together, and had
the opportunity to dance to the tunes
that our D.J. was playing.

This event was a win-win for everyone involved. The
special athletes had a fun time, and our Hillview students
learned the importance of community service work. They
also gained experience with special needs children. A great
time was had by all.

Hillview seniors pose with special needs students at the Hawk Games.

Loma Vista Elementary School
13822 Prospect Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7528

The Cougars Roar for Mrs. Beal!

academics but also to foster strong character. According
to Manuel, “Mrs. Beal helps us learn and be kind to other
people.”
The Cougars roar for Mrs. Beal!

Loma Vista Elementary School is proud to
recognize Lori Beal as our 2017 Teacher of
the Year! Mrs. Beal is an outstanding Special
Education teacher who
goes above and beyond
in her efforts to support
all students. Over the
Katy Sheyka
past 34 years, Mrs. Beal
Principal
has mentored and taught
hundreds of students! A positive light
on campus, Lori is quick to help and
always smiling.
She is talented, generous,
collaborative and most dedicated to
student success. “She helps me to be
a very great learner, and she is a nice
teacher to us.” said Ricardo.
Her students appreciate how much
she cares about them. “She is very nice
and funny. The reading level I am at
now is because of her!” exclaimed Nick.
A positive role model, Mrs. Beal
Loma Vista teacher Lori Beal is surprised by her husband Ken,
strives not just to develop students’
daughter Melissa, and son-in-law, James.

18

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Ladera Elementary School
2515 Rawlings Way, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7505

Making Students Feel Special

Dr. Jennifer
Harrison
Principal

Students and staff were thrilled to learn
that Specialized Academic Instruction (SAI)
teacher
Lisa Torbenson would represent Ladera
Elementary School as Teacher of the Year.
Lisa has a wide range of experience in the
field of special education, with a total of 33
years of service. Her diverse background
is what makes her so equipped to expertly
provide the support that she does.

Dr. E

FREE Custom Sports Mouthguards
for kids 17 and under
FREE Orthodontic Consultations
including Panoramic X-ray

714-832-9151

•
•
•

Evening hours to accommodate children
participating in after school sports
Great incentive programs to keep
our patients motivated during treatment
Flexible payment plans available
including no money down

Ladera Teacher of the Year, Lisa Torbenson,
was recognized at the school’s Flag Ceremony.

Lisa does an amazing job of ensuring that all students
at Ladera, not just those on her caseload, have access to
the interventions and supports they need to be successful.
She runs our schoolwide Leveled Literacy Intervention
(LLI) program, is available as a resource to all teachers
on staff, and supports all of our classrooms. Additionally,
she conducts staff training to ensure teachers are able
to provide their students with the academic support they
need.
Lisa truly touches the lives of all of Ladera’s students
through her work.
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

1252 Irvine Blvd., Tustin, CA 92780

(Conveniently located near Lone Star Steak House)
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Myford Elementary School
3181 Trevino Dr., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1875

Modeling Lifelong Learning
Myford’s 2017 Teacher of the Year,
Christine Valles, is a dedicated,
compassionate, kind, and enthusiastic
educator. She always puts forth her
best efforts in everything she does.
Her students are her top priority,
Rena Fairchild and she makes sure that every
child receives rigorous academic
Principal
instruction.
Christine tackles every task with a personal
commitment to always give her best, and her
students respond to this by giving their best. She
is incredibly positive and brightens everyone’s
day. Christine is also constantly embracing new
challenges and learning opportunities. She
models the ideal of lifelong learning, and creates
an environment where others are inspired to
contribute, share, and take risks with their own
learning.
As a Cotsen Alumni Fellow, Christine opens
her doors for our other teachers to observe
and partner in demonstration lessons. She
has also been instrumental in developing our
school’s signature practice of Cognitively Guided

Instruction. And as our Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Support coach, Christine leads our staff members in
providing a positive environment to everyone in our school.
We are so proud of her!

Myford teacher Christine Valles was celebrated by her class and parents.

W.R. Nelson Elementary School
14392 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7536

A Very Special
Teacher
Nelson
Elementary
School is pleased
to announce that
Laura Epstein is
Melinda Smith our 2017 Teacher
of the Year! Mrs.
Principal
Epstein, a secondgrade teacher, has been teaching
at Nelson for 14 years. She is
currently a grade-level lead and
on the literacy and math family
night committees. Laura has been
a Connect Fellow for the past two
years, and she values learning
about recommended teaching
practices.
Staff members have described
Mrs. Epstein as a “team player”
and “someone who always goes
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Valued colleague, Laura Epstein, represents
Nelson Elementaryas this year’s Teacher of the Year.

the extra mile for her
students.” This is not
surprising, as she
gives 110 percent to
the students, staff,
and parents at Nelson.
Her dedication is
constant in all that
she does.
Nelson is so
fortunate to have
teachers who care,
inspire, and diligently
work with student
success in mind.
Mrs. Epstein is one
of these very special
teachers, and we
are all very proud to
recognize her as our
Teacher of the Year.

Orchard Hills School
11555 Culver Dr., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/730-2078

Helpful Hawk People

Cindy Agopian
Principal

At Orchard Hills, students have been
celebrating “Random Acts of Hawkfulness”
on the campus. The ASB Student Government
kicked off a schoolwide kindness campaign.
Helpful Hawk People are all about
fulfilling good deeds and adding them to the
Orange County Department of Education’s
One Billion Acts of Kindness website.
Students are spreading random acts of

kindness and cheer around campus in a variety of ways.
They are giving kindness shout-outs during morning
announcements and during lunchtime. They can nominate
others for kind wishes. Students submit the reason another
student should receive a wish. Over 200 students have
submitted wishes for other students. Each day, a nominated
class is selected to get a special treat at lunch along with a
note that urges them to complete random acts of kindness.
Orchard Hills Hawks are learning the importance and
positive impact of a simple act of kindness.

Orchard Hills students, Krisa Choi, Grace Darcy, Aylah Owens, Laurel Bolton, Sarah Sanchez, Ellie O’Leary, and, back row, Jillian Genova,
participate in a schoolwide kindness campaign called “Random Acts of Hawkfulness.”

Peters Canyon Elementary School
26900 Peters Canyon Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7540

Special-Needs Champion
Amanda Correll was selected as the
Teacher of the Year for Peters Canyon
Elementary School. Mrs. Correll has been
teaching students with special needs for
the past 10 years. She believes all children
can learn when provided a learning
Brooke Carreras environment that meets their needs.
Principal
Her classroom oozes with the elements
of a growth mindset as students learn
the power of yet. They may not “yet” write their name,
but they certainly will with time and practice. Mrs.
Correll also teaches her students to be bucket-fillers
by giving compliments, being kind, and helping each
other. She collaborates with staff on campus to create
mainstreaming opportunities for all of her students.
She leads our FRIENDS Club, which pairs special-needs
students with general-education mentors for weekly
lunch buddies and special activities.
Mrs. Correll is truly dedicated to her students, and we
are proud to name her our 2017 Teacher of the Year.

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Teacher Amanda Correll shows her school spirit at
school-wide dance party dubbed the “Leprechaun Jig.”
April / May 2017
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Pioneer Middle School
2700 Pioneer Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7534

Teacher of the Year!
Kristin Zebe is Pioneer’s
2017 Teacher of the Year! Her
qualifications exhibit outstanding
attributes and remind all of us the
extraordinary characteristics of an
exceptional teacher. Here are a few
of the characteristics that have our
Tracey
Vander Hayden Wildcats so proud of Mrs. Zebe. She
Principal
is an invaluable team player within
Pioneer’s nationally recognized
Professional Learning Community and TUSD’s
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)
implementation. She is sincerely committed to
improving herself as a professional and is always
willing to do whatever it takes to make Pioneer
a better place. The Pioneer community directly
benefits from Kristin’s coaching style that is
currently leading Pioneer’s Science Olympiad
Team to regional competitions and our first state
competition at the California Tech Institute. Her
students say she is fair, respectful, and super
smart! The entire Pioneer community is proud to
work with a teacher of this caliber!

Kristin Zebe is Pioneer’s 2017 Teacher of the Year

Red Hill Elementary School
11911 Red Hill Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7543

Making a Difference

team to bring our Roller Coaster Project-Based Learning
to life. She is always willing to share what she has learned
with others, too, not only on our own campus, but also
with her fellow teachers at the CUE Conference (Computer
Using Educators). Congratulations, Mrs. Valencia!

Red Hill’s Teacher of the Year for 2017 is
Melanie Valencia. Melanie has been a part of
our Red Hill staff for four years, and Tustin
Unified for eleven.
Mrs. Valencia was
nominated by her
Will Neddersen peers because of the
difference she makes
Principal
for her students
and fellow staff members. One of
the teachers who nominated Mrs.
Valencia recently remarked that she
is, “Willing to accept challenges, and
spends time researching new and
creative ways to address curriculum
while integrating the lessons with
technology.”
Walk into her class and you
will see her students working
collaboratively to help understand
the concepts being taught during
Balanced Literacy and math. Mrs.
Valencia has also worked with her
Teacher of the Year Melanie Valencia is proud to represent her peers at Red Hill.
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Jeane Thorman Elementary School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7364

Helping Students to Be Their Greatest
Thorman Elementary School is so excited
for our 2017 Teacher of the Year, Crystal
Hahm! She goes above and beyond to do
whatever it takes to reach her students. She
works tirelessly to reflect on her practices
and grow by
attending
Deanna Parks
many
Principal
professional
development opportunities
and collaborating with
her colleagues to create
engaging learning
experiences for her students.
When you walk into
her room, you will see
groups of students working
collaboratively to accomplish
a goal. You must look to find
her, because she is always
on the floor mixed amongst
them. And
Ms. Hahm’s dedication goes

beyond the school day. She supports struggling students
with afterschool tutoring and attends community events to
cheer her students on.
Crystal Hahm’s bubbly personality brings a smile to the
face of anyone near. In the words of one of her students,
Melania Roberts, “She always helps us to do our best to
learn and be our greatest!”

Thorman students give a hand to Teacher of the Year, Crystal Hahm.

Tustin Adult School / Sycamore High School
1151 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7395

Upskilling for Adult Students
The Career Technical
Education (CTE) program at
Tustin Adult School has been busy
helping adult learners “upskill” in
the areas of computer education.
One student,
Virginia Burrows Debbie O’Hara, is excited about
what she has been learning. She
Coordinator
likes to share with all who will
listen: “I’ve been taking computer classes at
Tustin Adult School and really like them. The
thing I like most is that I can learn at my own
pace and not feel pressured while learning.”
So far, Debbie has taken classes in Microsoft
Office Basics, Word, Excel, and Web site
creation. She even comes to Saturday classes!
With her newly-acquired technical skills, Debbie
is well on her way to achieving her goals of
preparing to rejoin the workforce.
Adult-school classes are open-enrollment,
free of charge, and seek to help adults at all
levels reach their professional and educational
goals.
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Tustin Adult School CTE student Debbie O’Hara studying MS Excel.
April / May 2017

23

Tustin Connect Center Online School
15400 Lansdowne Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7395

Passion Projects

apply strategies to help meet their passion-project goals.
The passion projects culminated with a presentation
Tustin Connect Center students have
showcase, where students had the opportunity to proudly
recently embarked on passion projects, which
share what they had accomplished. Many students noted
are self-driven projects that students choose
that their projects had helped them discover new interests
based on their interests. These passion
that they will continue to pursue in the future.
projects empower students to go above and
beyond traditional
academic standards
Dr. Dustin
while providing a
O’Malley
Administrator
conduit to explore
personal interests.
Some of the student projects
include designing and building
a surfboard, starting an online
business, building an amplifier,
planting an edible garden,
learning Mandarin Chinese,
making chew toys for a local
animal shelter, learning to sculpt
with clay, learning to play a new
instrument, learning how to cook,
and making recycled crafts.
All students were guided to
Tustin Connect students Jose Alarcon, Connor Lin, Naomi Welch, Gregory Gamal, and
research, design, modify, and
Elliot Kim share their passion projects with their classmates.

Tustin High School
1171 El Camino Real, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7414

Top Tiller
We are honored to
announce Advanced Placement
and Honors Biology teacher
Randy Reta as our 2017
Teacher of the Year! Mr. Reta
has taken on many diverse
Christine Matos roles at Tustin High School,
from Science Department head
Principal
to softball coach. He is always
willing to take on new challenges in the
educational field.
When learning about new instructional
tools or teaching strategies, he can’t wait
to use them in his own classroom. The
moment you walk into his classroom, you
can feel the high energy level and his passion
for the discipline of science. He motivates
his students and empowers them to be
successful in whatever they set their minds
to. His positive, can-do attitude has a lasting
impact on his students, their parents, and his
fellow staff members.
Congratulations, Mr. Reta!
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Randy Reta, Tustin High School Teacher of the Year.

Tustin Memorial Academy
12712 Browning Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7546

Dedicated to Supporting Students
Tustin Memorial Academy is proud
to recognize Katrina Shaw as its
Teacher of the Year!
Mrs. Shaw is exceptionally
compassionate, honest, and dedicated.
She always has a positive outlook on
Sharon Maeda life, and sees the best in all of her
Principal
students. She continually embraces
new challenges, and looks at each day
as an opportunity to make a difference in the lives of
her students and those around her.
Mrs. Shaw has enjoyed challenging her
students with STEM opportunities, and was even
a Technology Fellow last year. Along with rigorous
instruction, she also works hard to teach her
students how to see the good in others, and to
always be confident in who they are.
Mrs. Shaw is also extremely professional. She is a
model of integrity to her classroom, and continually
seeks to empower and impact her students by
providing them with opportunities to become
leaders and creators. We applaud Mrs. Shaw for her
hard work and excellence!

Tustin Memorial Academy celebrates its 2017 Teacher of the Year, Katrina Shaw.

Tustin Ranch Elementary School
12950 Robinson Dr., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7580

Congratulations, Debbie Meier!
Faster than a speeding bullet,
Debbie Meier is a true Tustin Ranch
superhero, racing from classroom to
classroom assisting students with their
Individualized Education Plan (IEP)
goals. This dedicated professional
leaps tall obstacles to provide the
Tracy Barquer
best services for all children in the
Principal
classroom and in small-group work. She
oversees a staff of three and collaborates with all 22
teachers in designing lessons that excite and engage
students.
In her spare time, this superhero can be found
chasing Pokémon Go so that she can “relate better
to the kids” or helping the Council for Exceptional
Children. The collaborative model that Mrs. Meier
oversees is exemplary and has garnered many site
visits by other schools and school districts. She is
tireless in her pursuit of excellence, and the teachers
of Tustin Ranch are proud to call her “the best of the
best!”
Congratulations, Mrs. Meier, and thank you for all
your heroic work!
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Debbie Meier, Tustin Ranch Teacher of the Year.
April / May 2017
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C.E. Utt Middle School
13601 Browning ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7573

Our Amazing Teacher of the Year
Utt has many great teachers on
campus, and they all have special
skills in one area or another. For
2017, Aya Armendariz stands out as
Utt’s Teacher of the Year because of
her special skills and dedication to
students with special needs.
Dr. CK Green
Mrs. Armendariz teaches a
Principal
class of students with autism.
Her thorough understanding of autism and the
way it impacts children allows her to develop a
curriculum at the appropriate level for each one of
her students. Mrs. Armendariz also collaborates
with psychologists to create behavior intervention
plans and functional behavior assessments that
can help each individual child perform at their
best.
Her ability to work with students with autism is
simply out of this world. And she is patient, kind,
and great with all of the children on our campus
too, not just those in her class. So congratulations,
Mrs. Armendariz, as our Utt Middle School Teacher
of the Year for 2017! You are simply amazing!

Aya Armendariz, Utt Teacher of the Year

Marjorie Veeh Elementary School
1701 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7544

Passion for Education
While Marjorie Veeh has much
to highlight and take pride in this
year, one of our greatest honors
was to name Dorothy Lancy our
Teacher of the Year. Ms. Lancy
has worked for the Tustin Unified
Rafael Plascencia School District since 1992 and
has served as resource specialist
Principal
at Veeh for 20 years.
Teaching is not a job for Ms. Lancy—it is
a passion that she has had since she was 12
years old. Her colleagues recognize her as
“the ultimate teacher, serving and including
students from kindergarten through fifth
grade.”
Beyond her compassion and service to her
students are her humble nature and generosity.
Ms. Lancy has contributed to our staff and
community in many ways that stretch beyond
the classroom walls. We could not be more
proud than to recognize Ms. Lancy for this
special award. We look forward to celebrating
her at the Teacher of the Year dinner.
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Dorothy Lancy, Veeh Elementary’s Teacher of the Year for 2017.

Tustin Public Schools Foundation
150 El Camino Real, Suite 140, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/832-6299 • www.tfsf.net

23rd Annual Teacher of the Year Dinner

Carol Burby
Garrett
Executive Director

One of our community’s most exciting
events is just around the corner. The 23rd
annual Teacher of the Year Dinner will be
held Friday, May 19, and honors teachers
nominated by each school in the Tustin
Unified School District. The Tustin Public
Schools Foundation hosts the awards
dinner annually to celebrate TUSD teachers
who have set themselves apart from the

rest through their talent, dedication and passion for
teaching which are reflected in the students’ successes.
It’s a night of celebration and inspiration as we hear the
accomplishments of those who help our children reach
their potential. It’s also a chance to get together with
friends, neighbors, staff and our local business community.
Tickets are $65 (reservations/adoptions close May 9). From
in-kind support to table sponsors, we have a variety of ways
to get involved We urge you to join us in celebrating their
achievement. Please visit http://www.tpsf.net/toy/ for more
information and tickets.

TUSD 2017 Teacher of the Year honorees attended a special reception held by TPSF at a local restaurant.
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Business Services

Tustin Unified School District, 300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 302

Facilities
Update:
Projects
Move
Forward
The
construction
Anthony Soria program
has run at
Chief Financial
Officer
full speed
averaging
$2.5 million per month
over the past decade and
there’s no sign of slowing
Construction crew works on the gym and locker room project at Pioneer Middle School.
down. District staff is
currently focused on planning efforts and securing the
• Carpet replacement at Nelson, Myford and Tustin High
necessary State approvals to move forward with the next
• Concrete replacement at Thorman, Currie, Hewes,
batch of projects. Design work is officially underway on
and Tustin High
the following projects: classroom addition and entryway
•
Exterior Painting at Tustin Ranch and Hewes
enhancements at Heideman Elementary School, parking
•
Roof replacement at Tustin Ranch
lot expansion at Estock Elementary School, solar carports
•
Slurry and striping at Arroyo, Benson, Estock,
and/or shade structures at 15 sites, and the new Tustin
Guin Foss, Nelson, Peters Canyon, Red Hill, Tustin
Legacy Magnet School.
Ranch, Thorman, Pioneer, District Office and
The District will also work on the following projects
Support Services
under its Deferred Maintenance Program this summer:

Educational Services

Tustin Unified School District, 300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 309

California School Dashboard
In January, the California State
Board of Education adopted a new set of
accountability tools required by the Local
Control Funding Formula (LCFF). The tools
are called Evaluation Rubrics; they include a
set of state and local measures.
The California School Dashboard
Kathie Nielsen
(Dashboard) is a new California Department
Chief Academic
Officer
of Education (CDE) website that shows
how local educational agencies (LEAs) and
schools are performing on the indicators—the Evaluation
Rubrics—included in California’s new school-accountability
system. The Dashboard displays performance data to LEAs
and the public, and support the local strategic-planning
process.
The Dashboard accountability model includes
multiple measures and an increased focus on addressing
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disparities among student groups. Key features of the
Dashboard include LEA or school performance on six
state-performance indicators—academic, English learner,
chronic absence, graduation rate, suspension rate and
college/career—and four local indicators. Dashboard
users will be able to view reports that present the
performance data in different ways. The Dashboard will
use multiple measures to give parents a broader view
of their children’s school and district. Performance is
represented by five levels that each has a corresponding
color. Blue is the highest level, with green, yellow, orange
and red representing the next levels respectively. Schools
and districts will be held accountable on these different
measures going forward instead of the single measure of an
academic performance indicator (API).
The Tustin Unified School District Dashboard and a
Dashboard for each school site is now available to the
public and can be found on the TUSD website, www.tustin.
k12.ca.us.

Nutrition Services

Tustin Unified School District, 300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 342

Video Contest Winners Announced
The Tustin Unified School District’s
Wellness Committee held its third annual
“Wellness in Action” video contest. Our
students were challenged to create a video
that demonstrated how their school excelled
at either nutrition
education, school meals.
Teresa Squibb
or physical education/
Director
activities. The winners
received a “Front of the
Line Pass” for school meals, and were
also recognized at the TUSD Board of
Education meeting in March.
The video contest winners are Asha
Trikannad and Dev Yair, first-graders at
Myford Elementary School; and Ashley
Arizaga and Chelsea Huitron, eighthgraders at Utt Middle School. You can
see their winning videos at
http://tustin.healtheliving.net/.
Tustin Unified has had an active
Wellness Committee since 2005. We
know that healthy students learn better.

Research has shown that a strong link exists between
student health and learning. Increased physical activity
and healthy eating habits can also help students stay
focused in school and reduce and prevent obesity. The
Committee actively sponsors the video contest to help
promote student wellness.

Technology in TUSD Schools

Tustin Unified School District, 300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 306

#ObserveMe
Tustin Unified teachers are
learners and have a growth
mindset. #ObserveMe is a
movement that has been gaining
momentum and getting teachers
into their colleagues’ rooms.
Teachers willing to participate
Dr. Crystal Turner
in #ObserveMe begin by developing
Assistant
Superintendent
a small set of goals they are looking
Administrative
to improve upon in their classroom.
Services
Some examples include “How
can I better ensure that students stay engaged”
and “How can I improve my ability to ask better
questions?” After observable goals are identified,
teachers post their door sign so others know when
to come and what goals are focused on.
#ObserveMe teachers ask for feedback to
improve their craft in written or electronic
form. Digital learning coach Crystal Kirch
has implemented #ObserveMe at Beckman
High School, where teachers are using their
preparation time to help a colleague and learn at
the same time. Teacher collaboration is a key for
improved student learning!
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Beckman teacher Tracey Kent stands next to her #ObserveMe sign
letting others know she is open to visitors.
April / May 2017
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SAN ONOFRE STATE BEACH

DAYTIME AND OVERNIGHT CAMPS AVAILABLE

1.800.522.1352 • WWW.SUMMERSOULSURFCAMP.COM

Andys Book Corner

Christina’s Book Review

Always Friends
Harry Potter—the boy who lived
Ron Weasley—the cowardly friend
Hermione Granger—the smartest girl at Hogwarts
These three become best of friends
and go through many death-defying
adventures, but in the end they all
make it together as friends. They
have their fights here and there, but
then again who doesn’t! One of the
main points in this story is friendship
because although they have fights
they’re always a team whether it’s to
find out what Draco Malfoy is up to or
to face Voldemort.
I rate this story 5 out of 5 because it can relate a lot with
our daily lives. It relates with us because we can all act like
Harry and his friends sometimes, even with our friends and
family! I recommend these books to all people who want a
magical adventure and a lot of action!
Andrew C. is a 5th grader and when he’s not practicing boxing he enjoys
playing video games. He will rate books on a scale of 1 to 5 with 5 being
the highest.

2

SumDiceyFun.com

info@sumdiceyfun.com
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A Story with Deep Meaning Side Stories

By Lloyd Alexander
The Remarkable Journey of Prince
Jen is a story about a
Prince who, following
the advice of a wise old
man named Master Wu,
sets off to deliver six
Christina J.
specially chosen items
to give to the King of an amazing
Kingdom. Master Wu chooses some
strange, random items as gifts: an
iron sword, a leather saddle, a wooden
flute, a bronze bowl, a sandalwood
box, and a kite. But, there is a reason
he chooses these gifts. They are all magical, and they are all
eventually needed, not to give to the King, but to hand out,
one by one, to other people to help these people with their
struggles, which creates interesting separate stories about
what the receivers of these items do with their new magical
power. For instance, the sandalwood box contains a special
ink with which the artist using it can draw objects and
animals that come to life though the canvass and it helped
the artist earn his living and improve his life. The kite in
the shape of a bird allows the person holding it to fly, and
it helped a girl fly away at the hour of grave danger! And at
the end of the story the Prince learns that there is no King
of an amazing Kingdom, and the purpose of his journey was
to help his people and see life outside of the castle walls. I
liked that the story was written in a way similar to classic
Chinese literature and has deep meanings in each of its side
stories, that all reconnect to the main story.
I give this story 4 out of 5 stars, with 5 being the best.
Christina J. is a 7th grader. She is an avid reader, who enjoys some peace
and quiet with a good book about some great adventure. Christina is a
young author herself, in 5th grade she wrote a book Melody’s Stories: I
Am a Spy Now, published by Studentreasures Publishing
(PIN #3582798).

Alana’s BookReview
Wonder
By: Raquel J. Palacio
At first, the Pullman
family doesn’t seem that
different. Two kids, mom,
dad, drama, fights, Star
Wars infatuations- what
could be different? The
Alana F.
answer is simple- Auggie.
August Pullman is the younger of the
Pullman children. Since he was born,
Auggie has been different- to put it
simply, his face doesn’t look “normal”. Auggie knows thisin fact, he’s known it from a young age. But when Auggie
is sent to school with other kids for the first time, will
any innocence he has be shattered? Will he only witness
from his peers evil and rejection, or will he receive the
acceptance he deserves?
I’d give this book five stars because it really speaks
to people nowadays. This book is sure to tug at your
heartstrings more than a few times, and can teach anyone a
thing or two about loving others no matter what
Alana is a student columnist. When she doesn’t have a book in her hands,
she enjoys playing video games and writing fiction. She rates books on a
scale of 1-5 with 5 being the highest.

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

For Students Who Learn Differently!
Learning & Fun
Under the
SUN

June 28 - July 26
To see our offerings for Summer School, Summer
Camp & Educational Assistive Technology (EdAT)
visit www.prentice.org/summer
For More Information, call

(714) 244-4600
We serve K-8

www.prentice.org
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Katies Review

Book Review By Katrina

The Forgotten Sisters

A Gripping Crime Novel
The Naturals by Jennifer Lynn Barnes
is a book about a team of
teenagers brought together
because of their unique
talents. But unlike other
books, their talents aren’t
supernatural. Talents like
Katrina D.
profiling just by looking at
someone, being a human lie detector and
managing to remember stats just to name a
few came naturally. Now, this team of teens must solve cold
cases that not even the finest CIA members could. Even
with an unknown murderer on the loose. This book is filled
with snarky comments, obsessive mystery and a writing
style that cannot be matched. Honestly I couldn’t stop
reading this book until the very end, hungry to learn the
murderer’s identity. The characters are developed, the plot
moves at a perfect speed and you find yourself holding your
breath with every page. If you’re looking from a gripping
crime novel, then this is for you! I rate this book 5 out of 5
medals.
Katrina is a ninth grader who loves reading books as much as writing her
own stories and enjoys watching anime. Katrina hopes to be an author
one day very soon. Katrina will rate the books from 1 to 5 medals with 5
being the best.

Princess AcademyThe Forgotten Sisters
by Shannon Hale is
about a girl named
Miri Larendaughter
of Mount Eskel who
goes to teach three
Katie C.
abandoned princesses.
Miri, although heartbroken that she must stay with the
three girls (Astrid, Felissa, and Sus) and cannot go home,
she knows that it is her duty to tutor the girls to act like
princesses. This is crucial because it will help save two
kingdoms at war stop fighting. The princesses learn as
taught. However, as time unravels, Miri learns that they
are part of a deep buried secret that they themselves do
not know. Then, she is faced with a question that is bigger
than her mountain home. Will she risk her own life to save
the others? This tale is wrapped in mystery, excitement,
suspense, and the heartwarming presence of a reunited
family. I strongly recommend this book and give it a five
out of five stars.
Katie is a 7th grader that loves to read and write. Fictional books are her
favorite. Besides writing and reading, she loves soccer, acting, dancing,
and playing the violin. She hopes to publish her own book someday.

Going Green! Word Search Contest
Rules! One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put TUSD in the ubject line)
Entries must be received by May 15, 2017
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.
Carpool
Compost
Conservation
Difference
Eco Friendly
Efficient
Emissions
Energy
Environment

Future
Garden
Healthier
Impact
Low Waste
Planet
Process
Protect
Recycle

Reduce
Renewable
Resources
Respect
Responsibility
Reuse
Solar

Congratulations to:
Jorene Lannini and Anavi Reddy
Winners of our February
Word Search Contest!
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Book Review by Abbas
Amazing Graphic Novel
Roller Girl is a
graphic novel by Victoria
Jamieson.
This book is about a girl
named Astrid and her best
friend Nicole. One day the
girls go to a roller derby.
Abbas D.
Astrid later on begs her
mom to go to roller derby
camp and her mother agrees by signing
her up. Astrid is elated and hopes her best friend will sign
up too. Nicole signs up for dance class instead. This turns
her summer upside down. Astrid’s nemesis Rachel is now
friends with Astrid because they’re taking the same dance
class. Rachel is a mean girl who keeps pressuring Nicole
to stop being friends with Astrid. How will Astrid survive
the summer without Nicole? This book is an amazing novel
because it made me feel like branching out and trying new
things can lead to new friendships. This book is great for
people who love graphic novels and skating. Will Astrid
continue her roller derby fame? I rate this book 5 out of 5
smiley faces.

Focus • Confidence • Discipline
Learn from the current member of
TEAM USA & 2016 World Champion.

$19 for 2 weeks
(uniform included)
*new members only

13011 Newport #109, Tustin CA 92780

714-505-3264

Yang-Masters.com

Abbas D. is a fifth grade student who enjoys cooking in his free time,
swimming and loves roasted marshmallows. Abbas will rate the books 1
to 5 smiley faces with 5 being the best.

Jenna’s Review
Vote for Women!
Around America To Win The Vote
By Mara Rockliff
On April 6, 1916, a
yellow car with two
smiling women and a
very cute kitten left New
York. The women were
Jenna C.
Nell and Alice. They were
planning to drive through all the states.
They wanted to prove that women could
do anything through this journey. They
said, “Votes for women!” to people they met. Once when
they were crossing a road, they had a horse who didn’t let
them pass. Nell gave a yellow flower which stands for Votes
for Women. And the horse moved away. They travelled and
travelled and had lots of adventures! On September 30,
1916, they finally arrived back in New York. They travelled
10,000 miles! They had a celebration with a yellow cake and
on the top it said Votes for Women. I like this book because
it is a true story about two brave women. The drawings are
interesting too.
Jenna is a first grader. She likes reading books and her parents reading
books to her. She likes happy ending stories. She likes art, dance and
soccer.

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

College for Kids
(Ages 5-17)

For more information call
(714) 564-6594
Monday – Thursday
9:00am – 4:30pm
or visit www.sac.edu/cms
Don’t wait - classes fill quickly!

Arts & Crafts • Babysitting • Computers & Game Design
Minecraft & Engineering • Cooking • English & Math • Keyboarding
Lego Camps • Music & Dance • Reading & Writing • SAT Prep
Space, Science & Robotics • Spanish • Study Skills • Swimming • And More
Santa Ana College, Community Services Program
1530 W. 17th St., #S-203 Santa Ana, CA 92706
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Kan’s Noveldom
A Classic Tale of Intrigue
The Hobbit: Or There and Back Again,
a Hobbit’s Tale
By J.R.R. Tolkien
Welcome to Middle-Earth,
a fantastical land of graceful
elves, hardy dwarves, and
peace-loving hobbits in their
Kan S.
hobbit-holes. J.R.R. Tolkien
draws readers into a masterful fairy-tale,
following the perilous adventure (aided by
luck) undertaken by a quiet-desiring hobbit, Bilbo Baggins,
snatched from his second breakfast—whose journey,
internal and external, is central—as he joins forces with
wizard Gandalf and the 13-dwarf company of Thorin, a
mighty dwarf determined to reclaim his conquered home
of Erebor. Across dangerous Wilderland, friend and foe,
therein lies their destination, Erebor; they must liberate
it from their archenemy, Smaug, the Fire-Drake. Full of
intense force and simple luck, Tolkien sets the foundation
for a modern fairy-story. A classic tale of intrigue with
a nail-biting Quest, outdoing any expectation, globally
successful and immensely entertaining, the novel has
rightly earned its full 10 stars, navigating the reader
throughout the landscape with both pure bravery and
tremendous luck.
Kan is a seventh-grader who enjoys life at its fullest, most prominent, of
feeling the thrill of vivacity run through him. With a passion for Tolkien,
learning (of all subjects, particularly math and English), activity, politics,
and commerce, he presses on through his existence with vigor, as a
peacock would displaying its pulchritudinous plumage. Ten is his utmost
book-score, and one the lowliest.

Keira’s Book Nook
Is Hitler The Enemy?
My Brother’s Secret
By Dan Smith
This unbelievable,
resplendent, captivating and
emotional book shows how
you can tell who to trust.
Karl, like all good German boys is training
Keira
to be in the Hitler Youth. However, his older
brother Stefan wants nothing to do with it. When their
father is killed Karl’s faith in Hitler is shaken. He is filled
with questions that need to be answered. Is Hitler a hero
or deleterious villain? Karl soon finds out as he becomes
involved in a rebellion against the Nazis. I couldn’t put
down this 293 page action packed book. I would recommend
it for 3rd-7th graders. I rate this book 5 out of 5 apples.
Keira Fukuwa is a fifth grader. In addition to her love of books, she
enjoys jazz dance, art, crafts and traveling. Keira rates books 1-5 apples
with 5 being the highest.
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Isabella’s Book Review
A Book that Didn’t Bomb
Making Bombs for
Hitler by Marsha Forchuk
Skrypuch is about
World War 2. Lyda is a
Ukranian girl living with
her grandma and her
Isabella A.
sister. This book was very
emotional because the
Nazis broke her family. Lyda and Larissa
are taken to a work camp by train. The
sisters try to stay together but, since they are not the same
age, they are taken to different places.
Lyda pretends to be 13. The Nazi doesn’t believe her,
but lets her go. One Nazi tells her she is too short, but Lyda
proves herself useful stitching. She is put to work in the
laundry, later, she is put to work making bombs for the
Nazis. The Nazis are her enemy so she and her companions
decide to sabotage the bombs. Will Lyda get away with this?
If she does, will she ever find her beloved sister?
Isabella is a 10 year old who enjoys reading and writing fiction novels
based on true events. Her latest collection of short stories is based on
the mischievous adventures with her 9 year old sister. She will rate the
books 1 to 5 with 5 being the best.

IT’S EASY... REGISTER

TO RECEIVE THIS
FREE OFFER, SIGN UP AT

ONLINE & WE’LL EMAIL YOU
FREE BOWLING PASSES FOR THE
DURATION OF THE PROGRAM.

ADD ON A

26

FAMILY
4-PASS $
GET
AN

KidsBowlFree.com

2 Games
95 Bowl
daily with your

kids all Summer!

UNLIMITED SHOE PASS FOR $

With Kids Bowl Free & Family Pass. Reg. $4 per visit

ESL

IRVINE LANES • 3415 MICHELSON DR. • IRVINE, CA 92612
FOR DETAILS CALL (949) 417-1311 • www.IRVINELANES.COM

Common Core English, Math,
and Science courses for
review and preview

Vocabulary & Word usage,
Speaking & Pronunciation,
Grammar, and Reading &
Writing

CELDT - Prepare to start
school with con�idence and
success in school district’s
placement test

TOEFL - Vocabulary, test
practice and strategy lessons
“Discover America”:
Cultural experience and
Oral English program

Writing Courses that prepare
you for SAT/ACT Essay and
college education
Meaningful and challenging
afternoon activities

GRADE 1- 6

Math & English Common Core
lessons in the morning

Full day camp from 8:00am –
6:30pm

8 Weeks & Up
Special Discount

Sibling Discount

Group Discount
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CC

Rigorous practice and
methodologically sound
instruction

Intense bootcamp for the
October test

Problem-solving and
strategies; test-taking skills

“ T h ro u gh t h e i r i n s i gh t f u l p ra c t i c e exams
a n d t h e q u a l i t y ex p e rt i s e o f t h e
te a c h e r s , PAC P p rov i d e d t h e ex t ra ed ge I
n e e d e d to e a s i ly a n d s u c c e s s f u l ly
a c h i eve a p e r fe c t s c o re ACT 3 6 . ”

Enrichment and fun afternoon
activities

SU

SAT/ACT

Focus on knowledge contents,
test structure, and strategies
to maximize students’ test
scores

Caring teachers with years of
experience

Preview of Math & English for
coming school year

Early Bird Registration
Discount (4/29/2017)

PER
PERSON

You can’t pass up FREE... Sign Up Now!

MIDDLE
& HIGH

SUMMER 6/12 - 8/18
PROGRAM (10 Weeks)

12

Great for parents,
grandparents and
older siblings

——Jennifer Sun

ES

S

“ T h a n k yo u fo r yo u r s u p p o r t a l l t h ro u gh o u t my
fo u r ye a r s o f h i gh s c h o o l ! I s t ro n gly fe e l t h a t
yo u r s u p p o r t d u r i n g t h e s e ye a r s a s we l l a s
g u i d a n c e fro m yo u a n d t h e c o u n s e l o r s h ave m a d e
my a d m i s s i o n i n to S t a n fo rd p o s s i b l e ! I ’ m re a l ly
t h a n k f u l fo r yo u r h e l p i n g e t t i n g m e i n to my
d re a m s c h o o l .”
——Alex Lee

English/華語咨詢: (949) 398 - 5285
www.PACollegePrep.com

한국어 :

wechat

(714) 928 - 0688

4947 Alton Pkwy, Irvine, CA 92604
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