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By Dr. Robert J. Voors, Superintendent
As a continuation of the article from the March/April issue following are 

highlights of more remarkable achievements that are occurring in Glendora 
Unified Schools!

We continue to increase 4-year college readiness for our students, and along 
the lines of Stanton Elementary School’s “No Excuses University,” Glendora 
High School has begun a pilot of “Tartan University.” Thanks to an anonymous 
donor each freshman and sophomore at GHS now has access to tutoring in any 
subject, 24/7/365. We have also partnered with our own Glendora Public Library 
so that juniors and seniors have similar access to tutoring, but it is not 24/7. 
Watch for more to come related to Tartan University.

The biggest barrier to students missing their dream of college is lack of 
success while transitioning to high school. So, GHS has worked with Paul 
Kanariek of College Wise – who is also the founder of The Princeton Review – to 
provide a support system for students that will make GHS unique among public 
high schools in the US.

Also, we have a program at the middle schools and Glendora High School 
called AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination). It is a program for 
students who need extra support and skills to be college ready. This program 
keeps growing and gaining students. As of November 9th, 17 of our AVID 
students were already accepted to multiple universities like: Northern Arizona, 

Norwich, Johnson & Whales, Hofstra, and Seaton Hall as well as the Cal states 
and CSU’s. They also have already been offered over $470,000 in Scholarships!

You probably realize that with all the competing priorities at a school, 
students don’t get enough finance education; but MoneySKILL has been a 
great resource for our kids. It is a free, online, reality based personal finance 
course for young adults developed by the AFSA Education Foundation. This 
interactive curriculum is aimed at the millions of high school and college 
students to promote and develop a basic understanding of money management 
fundamentals. The foundation was so impressed with our students and the 2 
teachers who use the curriculum (Eric Smith and Connie Fuentes) that GHS is 
the featured school in a video on their website on how to use their program and 
get the most out of it.

Also please know that we are being very good stewards with our resources. 
Education Week, a National Education Publication, released a study titled, 
“Where Are the Nation’s ‘Most Productive’ School Districts?” They used data 
on student achievement vs. cost and revenue to determine how much return on 
its investment a district gets relative to other districts in its state. I’m proud to 
report that as a result of the high performance of our students, teachers and 
everyone who supports them in the classroom – combined with our relatively 
low funding we receive from the state – Glendora achieved the highest grade 
possible for return on investment.

Sandburg Middle School AVID student field trip to USC

http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Helping Our Schools
As the 2015-16 school year winds down, the Glendora Education Foundation 

is grateful to our community for their generous support.  Through your 
donations, GEF is accomplishing some great things in our schools.

Noteworthy this year, the Foundation is assisting each school in achieving 
their objectives by providing funds for needs determined by their respective 
principals and leadership committees. The majority of these funds are being 
used for technology enhancements at school sites.

The Foundation is also continuing the elementary music programs, 
providing experiential learning opportunities, supplying Reading Eggs for 
kindergarten, supporting the AVID and GATE programs, and delivering a 
Healthy Living curriculum.

The continued generosity of the Glendora community is making it possible 
for the Glendora Education Foundation to make education the best it can be for 
every student in the Glendora Unified School District. Thank you, Glendora!

Glendora Education Foundation
417 W. Foothill Blvd., Suite B#324, Glendora, CA 91741 • 626/963-1611ext 367 • www.glendoraedfoundation.org
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This is our last issue for this 
school year. Congratulations to the 
Class of 2016!

In this issue, you will read 
about An Evening to Remember, a 
school that earned the Gold Ribbon 
designation, Laces for Life and so 
much more. 

Thank you for including School 
News among your reading choices.  
Our next issue is September 21 when 
we welcome the new school year and 
get ready for the classroom excitement. 
Until then have a wonderful summer 
and remember to include the library 
among your activities. 

Neta Madison

Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher

SchoolNewsRollCall

@SchoolNewsRC
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Join Our
Sales Team!

Work from Your Home

Perfect for:
Stay-at-home Moms/Dads

Retirees...You!

• Name your own hours
• 25% Commission
• Sales experience helpful

Kay 562-493-3193
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Azusa Pacific University

School of Education

AZUSA   |   HIGH DESERT   |   INLAND EMPIRE   |   MURRIETA   |   ORANGE COUNTY   |   SAN DIEGO   |   ONLINE 

Earn your degree from a university  
known for excellence in education.
Azusa Pacific’s School of Education stands as a trusted 
leader in the field, known for producing many of  
Southern California’s finest teachers, school counselors  
and psychologists, and administrators. In answer to the 
state’s growing shortage of qualified educators, APU  
equips graduates to make a lasting difference as creative, 
collaborative professionals and dedicated advocates for  
the students they serve.

Choose from 30 ways to earn your degree and credential  
at APU, and join a mentoring community of educators  
who will help you make an even greater impact.

Karina Quezada ’08, M.A.Ed. ’09 and ’11
School Psychologist, Victor Elementary School District

Now enrolling! Contact us today.
apu.edu/explore/education  |  (626) 815-4570   

17826

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://apu.edu/explore/education
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=


4  www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Cullen Elementary
440 N. Live Oak, Glendora, CA 91741 • 626/852-4593 • www.glendora.k12.ca.us

Love of the Arts
Cullen Elementary School’s PTA recently hosted a Family 

Art Night. Cullen has been fortunate through the years to have 
parents willing to take on the position of art docent. For the past 
four years, Roger and Tesha Feliciano have worked diligently to 
engage students with the artwork of famous artists, including 
Marc Chagall, Henri Matisse, Paul Clay, and, this year, Pablo 
Picasso.

The Felicianos, both artists in their own right, research the 
artists and their work, identifying unique characteristics found in 
the works of art. They design and provide lessons to each grade 

level, presenting information about the artist, the medium with which the artist 
worked, and samples of their work. After learning about the artist and medium, 
students each make their own work of art similar to the art studied. Over the 
years, students have worked with watercolors, blocks of color, painting with 
scissors, and oil pastels.

This year’s artist, Pablo Picasso, resulted in students producing their own 
“Picassos,” amazing works of art using chalk pastels. Parent volunteers, under 
the guidance of the Felicianos, worked with grade-level groups of students to 
make these works of art a reality. Artwork was mounted and displayed on the 
walls for Family Art Night. Families were invited to “gallery walk” in our faux 
museum to enjoy the art and participate in more art activities in the cafeteria.

This is a wonderful service provided by PTA volunteers to enhance the 
opportunities enjoyed by Cullen students.

Dr. Cheryl
Bonner
Principal

Glendora High School
1600 E. Foothill Blvd., Glendora, CA 91741 • 626/963-5731 • www.glendora.k12.ca.us

Finishing Up
Lots of things are happening at GHS as we get near the end of 

the school year.
In March, our choirs performed in the Rotary Choral Festival 

called America Sings. It was a fun evening too, as the elementary 
and middle school students were also able to perform. We also 
had our annual “Action Competition” which pits all of our grades 
against each other in several feats of athleticism. Once again our 
seniors were victorious! 

Our prom was held on April 23 at the Petersen Automotive 
Museum. This was a spectacular event at a very nice venue.

Students in the AVID program are gaining college acceptances and very 
lucrative scholarships from various universities. Way to go, AVID! We are also 
heading into testing season as we begin the SBAC and AP tests. 

We are heading down the home stretch as well, with the end of the school 
year and graduation clearly on the horizon. But we need to stay focused and 
finish strong. Our students and staff members are doing a wonderful job of 
keeping engaged, and so we look forward to great finish. 

It’s great to be a Tartan!

Paul Lopez
Principal

Goddard Middle School
859 E. Sierra Madre, Glendora, CA 91741 • 626/852-4500 • www.glendora.k12.ca.us

Here We Come!
Soon this school year will be coming to an end. Our students 

and staff members will undoubtedly be enjoying their summers 
soaking up the sunshine. 

However, approximately 20–25 Goddard students and staff 
members will be embarking on the journey of a lifetime to enjoy 
the sun from a different vantage point. The Land of the Rising 
Sun, to be more specific!

For over 25 years, Goddard Middle School has participated in 
a sister school partnership with Higashi Junior High School in 

Moka, Japan. Moka is a rural town in the Tochigi prefecture of Japan, located 
approximately 133 km (82 miles) northeast of Tokyo. It is a town known for its 
agriculture, particularly cotton and strawberries.

Every other year, Goddard has a chance to host students from Moka Higashi, 
and later visit Japan. Our students stay with the home students, which is a 
truly eye-opening opportunity to gain global perspective and develop lifelong 
friendships.

Brock Jacobsen
Principal

La Fetra Elementary
547 W. Bennett, Glendora, CA 91741 • 626/852-4566 • www.glendora.k12.ca.us

Testing, Testing…123 Testing
We are excited to begin state testing this month! All students 

in third through fifth grades will participate in the Smarter 
Balance Assessment Consortium (SBAC) testing during the first 
three weeks of April. This is a computer-adaptive assessment that 
will provide meaningful data regarding student progress in the 
areas of reading, writing, and math.

Teachers have been working diligently to prepare students for 
the SBAC, and we are looking forward to test results, which will 
likely be available in the first weeks of summer. Teachers and 

parents will be able to see how well students mastered grade-level Common 
Core State Standards in language arts and math. This data provides valuable 
information for instruction and allows teacher teams to identify areas of 
strength and weakness.

Of course, this in only one assessment and is not reflective of overall 
student performance. Parents are always encouraged to maintain consistent 
communication with teachers throughout the school year to get a complete 
picture of their student’s academic achievement.

Marie Porcell
Principal

http://www.glendora.k12.ca.us
http://www.glendora.k12.ca.us
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http://www.glendora.k12.ca.us
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Sellers Elementary
500 N. Loraine Ave., Glendora, CA 91741 • 626/852-4574 • www.glendora.k12.ca.us

Laces for Life
The Sellers Elementary School Student Council held its second 

annual Laces for Life fund-raiser for pediatric cancer research. 
The student council looks for ways to help our students develop a 
passion for giving back. We want our students to learn to have a 
larger view and find ways to help others and the community.

The student council sponsors a variety of events that focus 
on helping those with cancer. This disease has touched so many 
lives in our community, which makes this a cause that all can 
support. The students have partnered with an organization called 

Go 4 the Goal, which provides gold-colored laces for the students to sell to 
raise funds to be used for pediatric cancer research and other pediatric cancer 
support groups.

These gold laces will be worn at our all-school Field Day event at the end of 
the school year. So put on your gold laces and help support our Laces for Life 
event.

Steve Bishop
Principal

Sandburg Middle School
819 W. Bennett, Glendora, CA 91741 • 626/852-4530 • www.sandburgspartans.com

Robotics Members Earn High Honors
Sandburg Middle School’s S.T.E.A.M. Club exists to create 

opportunities for students to collaborate in high interest, hands 
on projects in the fields of science, technology, engineering, 
art, and mathematics. We are excited to announce that some of 
our students from the club came together to learn how to build 
and program a robot in preparation for the Damien High School 
Robotics Challenge, which occurred on Saturday, April 16. This 
challenge combined the excitement of engineering and the fun 
of technology in a competitive academic setting. Peyton Quijano 

stated that, “Building a robot to perform specific functions is fun and hard, yet 
rewarding because you get to work as a team to overcome challenges in design 
and programming.” Sandburg Middle School is incredibly proud of our robotics 
team and all of the students who participate in our S.T.E.A.M. Club. 

To view pictures of the robotics challenge and to learn more about our 
S.T.E.A.M. Club, please visit www.sandburgspartans.com and click on the 
programs tab on our home screen.

Eric Osborne
Principal

Sutherland Elementary
1330 N. Amelia, Glendora, CA 91740 • 626/852-4614 • www.glendora.k12.ca.us

Culminating Activities
It is hard to believe that this school year is almost over. As 

I reflect back upon the various classroom learning activities, 
school events, and opportunities for teacher collaboration, I am 
reminded of what a special place Sutherland is.

We plan to hold a few end-of-year activities in the coming 
weeks. Our kindergarten and transitional kindergarten students 
will be participating in a Mother’s Day performance in May. This 
is always a fabulous and touching performance for the moms, 
grandmas, and aunties of our students. In addition, our PTA will 
also hold its annual Spring Carnival. 

We are excited too that this year our Talent Show will be held in conjunction 
with the Carnival. Sutherland students will get to showcase their various 
talents in front of family and friends at this event. The stage, lighting, and 
seating will allow families to enjoy the show while still participating in the 
Carnival activities.

Lastly, our staff and students are gearing up for our annual Relay for Life. 
The school will set up a booth at the event where it will have items for sale 
to help support the American Cancer Society. I anticipate that many staff 
members and families will sign up to be a part of our Sutherland Relay for Life 
team, and we look forward to coming together to support this worthy cause.

Sheri Cole
Principal

Congratulations Class of 2016!

http://www.sandburgspartans.com
http://www.sandburgspartans.com
http://www.sandburgspartans.com
http://www.glendora.k12.ca.us
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Stanton Elementary
725 S. Vecino Ave., Glendora, CA 91740 • 626/852-4604 • www.glendora.k12.ca.us

We’re a Gold Ribbon School!
We are excited to share that Stanton has 

been awarded a Gold Ribbon Schools award 
by the California Department of Education! 
Congratulations to the hardworking students, 
staff and parents who were able to make this 
prestigious award possible.

The California Gold Ribbon Schools Award was created 
to honor schools while the California Distinguished Schools 
Program is on hiatus. The three-part written application called 
for a summary of a model program in our school, including the 

description, the implementation and the results. Our application focused on 
culture of universal achievement (No Excuses University).

Here are a few excerpts from our application:
“Creating a culture of universal achievement is promoting college readiness 

through NEU as a way of life. It is our purpose as we utilize well thought out 
ideas to inspire students through a staff that develops six exceptional systems.”

“We are truly a professional learning community made up of staff, students, 
teachers and parents who believe in doing whatever it takes for our students to 
meet or exceed standards in all areas of ELA and math.”

“We are Committed to parent education and meeting students’ needs 
with intervention and our school counselor. We are Courageous through 
our partnership with Foothill Church and our support of charities. We are 
Collaborative with over 95 percent of our teachers attending our Professional 
Development Center. We are Creative with our fifth-grade extension classes, 
our drama performances and talent show. We are Character Centered with our 
Student Council and Eagle Awards. We are College and Career Crazy with our 
guest speakers and college pride. All of these connect to 21st century learning 
and goals.”

It is so exciting that we can now say we are a California Gold Ribbon School!

Dr. Sara
Najarro
Principal

Whitcomb Continuation High School
350 W. Mauna Loa, Glendora, CA 91740 • 626/852-4550 • www.glendora.k12.ca.us

An Evening to Remember
When one talks about an alternative school, he or she should 

take a good look at what happens at Whitcomb. We do everything 
we can to make the experience for our students a positive one—
to provide them with as many similarities to a comprehensive 
high school, only at on a smaller scale.

One such activity that continues to be a huge success for us 
is our annual prom. A great deal of fund-raising went into the 
prom this year in an effort to keep ticket prices to a minimum 

and allow for as 
many students as 
possible to attend. 
This year’s prom was 
another outstanding 
evening thanks to 
the hard work of 
everyone connected 
to the Leadership 
class at Whitcomb. 
An exciting night 
of memories that 
included a wonderful 
dinner and nonstop 
dancing was 
highlighted by the 
crowning of students 
David Delgado and 
Carissa Amaya as this 
year’s royal couple.

Ron Letourneau
Principal

GUSD Educational Services
301 S. Loraine Ave., Glendora, CA 91741 • 626/852-4586 • www.glendora.k12.ca.us

Ideas to Keep Kids Learning in Summer
Did you know that kids can lose up to a month or more of math 

and language skills during summer vacation? That’s why it is so 
important to help keep young brains active and growing during 
the summer months. In Glendora, we encourage our families to 
“Read, Read, Read!” all summer long.   Here are some other ideas 
to keep the dendrites growing and the boredom at bay:
• Keep a Summer Journal – write and draw about each day’s 

adventures, imaginary or real.
• Go on virtual vacations – choose exotic locations and learn 

about them on the internet together. Build collages, keep a 
“travel” journal, or write pretend postcards home.

• Visit a college – if you do travel, find a college to explore at 
your destination. It’s never too early to start children imagining 
themselves on a college campus.

• Log in to your Study Island or Type 2 Learn account  -  the school 
district keeps these accounts active during the summer.

• Explore and learn something new at KhanAcademy.org– It’s free!
• Cook together using recipes – cooking encourages math and reading skills.
• Grocery shop together – use mental math to estimate the total of the 

groceries by rounding up or down to the nearest dollar. 
• Dig out the board games – board games teach strategic thinking, along with 

reading and math skills.
• Go to the Public Library – The Glendora Public Library has many summer 

reading activities, or just sit for a spell and enjoy reading together.
• Ride the Gold Line – With its new station in Azusa, access to museums and 

other attractions in Los Angeles is easier than ever, and taking the train adds a 
new and fun experience.

Whatever you do, have fun and enjoy the relaxed schedule of the summer 
break from school.

Rebecca 
Summers, Ed.D.

Director of 
Curriculum & 
Instruction, 

Staff Development, 
& Categorical 

Programs

PTA Council
500 N. Loraine Ave., Glendora, CA 91741 • 626/963-1611 • www.glendora.k12.ca.us

How’s It Going?
Discussions on what it means to succeed are endless. And 

every day we set out with plans to accomplish a variety of goals.
Progress toward physical and tangible goals is easy to monitor. 

The scale said we lost a pound, we can run further today than we 
did last week, or we have achieved a promotion or raise at work. 
Our children’s academic goals are monitored with assessments, 
report cards, and teacher reports. We monitor our children’s 
physical health with regular doctor check-ups, and, when we 

suspect sickness, the thermometer will determine if the child needs to  
miss school.

Things are more complicated with our children’s mental and emotional 
health. Progress in this area is much more complex to monitor. Our children 
live in a different world than we grew up in. Easy access to technology and 
social media shapes our society and influences our children—unfortunately in 
both positive and negative ways. Much social interaction and communication 
occurs online, making signs of conflict, stress, depression, and trouble harder 
for parents and caregivers to detect. It is vital that families nurture open 
communication with each other, talking regularly about physical health, 
emotional wellbeing, and academic goals.

Our school district recognizes these changing challenges and has responded 
by putting greater focus on our children’ overall wellness, including mental 
health. For some time now, the Glendora School District has worked to partner 
with parents and caregivers to ensure good mental health by increasing staff 
and resources.

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact the 
district office. They will be able to guide you to valuable resources. Also, keep 
taking advantage of the free seminars and talks your school offers, which are 
presented by experts who offer important information.

Charles Albrecht
President

http://www.sandburgspartans.com
http://www.glendora.k12.ca.us
http://www.glendora.k12.ca.us
http://www.glendora.k12.ca.us
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Word Search Contest—Words Associated with School
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left 
and that word you email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com 

(Please put Glendora in the subject line.)

Rules!

Entries must be received by June 15, 2016
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

Achievers
Character
Classrooms
Curiosity
Discipline
Educators
Encourage
Excellence

Focused
Homework
Instructors
Integrity
Learning
Mentors
Nutrition
Parents

Principal
Recess
Reunion
Student
Success
Technology
Thinkers
Workers

Congratulations to Winners! Maren Stone, Julianna Mountain and Christina Antonetti

Los Angeles County Office of Education
9300 Imperial Hwy., Downey, CA 90242 • 562/922-6360 • www.lacoe.edu

Honoring Our Teachers
On May 11, educators around the state marked the 34th 

anniversary of California’s Day of the Teacher.
California’s Day of the Teacher is patterned after the 

celebration of the traditional El Dia del Maestro, which is 
observed in Mexico and other Latin American countries.

It arose out of legislation authored by Sen. Joseph Montoya 
and co-sponsored by the California Teachers Association and the 
Association of Mexican American Educators in 1982.

At the Los Angeles County Office of Education, we honored 
our teachers who work very hard to instill in our students an 
appreciation of our society’s cultural diversity, a love of learning, 
and the skills to pursue productive lives.

I started my career in education as a teacher, and the occasion reminded 
me why I became one. I became a teacher because I had amazing teachers who 
were able to shine a light of hope and inspiration in my young life.

Most of us remember the special teachers who touched our lives. We recall 
the way they made us feel and how they encouraged and challenged us. They 
helped us become who we are today.

Teachers care for their students well after the school day ends. They put in 
long hours finding new ways to make lessons come alive. They work hard to 
build relationships with students’ families to make sure the students have the 
support that they need at home.

These are just a few examples of how teachers go above and beyond the call 
of duty to make a difference in their students’ lives.

As one of our past Los Angeles County Teachers of the Year, Rebecca 
Mieliwocki, who went on to become the 2012 National Teacher of the Year, said: 
“A schoolteacher is the best tax-dollar bargain you will ever get. If you want to 
see tax dollars hard at work. Come into a classroom and see what’s going on.”

Arturo Delgado, Ed.D., was appointed superintendent of the Los Angeles County Office of 
Education in July of 2011. With headquarters in Downey, the Office is the nations largest 
regional educational agency, providing a range of programs and services to support the county’s 
80 public school districts and 2 million preschool and school-age children.

Arturo  
Delgado, Ed.D. 
Superintendent

Note-ables

Build It Back Again
I’m delighted whenever I come across a collection for children 

featuring music that isn’t formulated, childishly cute or backed 
with electronic tracks. Build It Back Again by the Billy Jonas 
band is none of this, even with the use of a toy piano as a 
percussion instrument. The melodies are catchy compositions 
performed by a full range of vocal and instrumental mastery—
even that little piano—and the lyrics do more than instruct 
and educate. They traverse sometimes wonky pathways to 
communicate profound messages of determination, maintaining 

humanity in a technological world, balance and historical significance.
The title song features a strong 

tempo with words to match. From the 
architecture of ancient Greece to the 
ravages of Hurricane Katrina—and 
certainly not stopping there—the 
band sings of the resolve of the 
human spirit to rebuild, often in 
new ways. The rollicking “Monkeys 
Driving Cars” tells how necessary it 
is to advance ourselves as humans to 
the same extent as technology if we 
want to survive as people. In a primal 
atmosphere of percussion, “Moment of 
Noise” seamlessly transitions from the 
creation of the universe to thankfulness and appreciation for every little sound 
and what causes it.

The CD is heavy but not any means ponderous. The songwriters also love 
wordplay, especially as it increases vocabulary and wallows in punning, as in 
“Hairy,” “Maybe Maybe Not” and “What Kind of Bear Are You?”

The Billy Jonas Band has dug a sturdy foundation in Build It Back Again”— 
good stuff for any group discussion that involves young minds.

Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

Kate Karp

mailto:Kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
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