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Valley Middle School Takes Top Honors at National Conference
SUPERINTENDENT

A Fond Farewell
As we near the end 

of the school year I 
want to express my 
deep appreciation 
to the Carlsbad 
community for the 
privilege of serving as 
your superintendent.

Across my 34-year career in 
public education, I have had the 
opportunity to work in a variety 
of roles, including that of teacher, 
principal, and district office 
administrator, but there has been no 
assignment that has been as fast-
paced and rewarding as serving as 
the Superintendent of CUSD. It has 
been an honor to work beside such 
dedicated professionals who love 
their work and love their community 
as much as they do.

Carlsbad Unified is a place 
where people come together to 
make amazing things happen. As 
Carlsbad’s Superintendent, I have 
had the good fortune to work with 
a forward-thinking school board, 
a uniquely talented administrative 
team, terrific teachers, devoted 
classified staff, supportive parents, 
and a caring community. Individually 
and collectively, the people of 
Carlsbad have placed students’ 
education at the top of their agenda.

During my tenure as Superintendent, 
I have had the chance to celebrate 
with Teachers of the Year, jump 
out of an airplane for Kindness, 
and accept awards and accolades 
on behalf of students and staff. 
We have celebrated National Merit 
Scholars, Presidential Scholars, and 
CIF Champions. I was honored to be 
a part of the opening of Sage Creek 
High School, the shepherding of the 
multi-million-dollar career pathways 
grant, and the implementation 
the School Facilities Master Plan. 

Dr. Suzette Lovely
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By Beverly de Nicola,  
Communications, CUSD

The Broadcasting students 
from Valley Middle School 
competed at the National 
Student Television 
Network Conference in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and 
brought home the gold. 

The Valley team was honored with 
the Award of Excellence in Broadcast 
for the fifth year, and they also were 
also the recipients of the Award of 
Excellence in Film. Valley now has 
bragging rights as the #1 Middle 
School News Show and the #1 Middle 
School Film Program in the nation.

Teacher Doug Green’s entire 
Broadcasting class--35 eighth 
graders--traveled to Atlanta for 
the Student Television Network 
(STN) national convention, which 
brought together over 2,600 students 
and their teachers for education, 
interaction and competition.

Georgia Governor Nathan 
Deal and award-winning CNN 
correspondent Kyra Philips were 
keynote speakers at the event. One 
of 70 presentations at the convention 
featured Carlsbad High School 
(CHSTV) students’ workshop on 
“Daily Grind,” where they shared 
their experiences producing a 
daily, live broadcast. Student teams 
competed against their peers in up to 
28 categories. Besides their Awards 
of Excellence, the Valley team also 
won the “Crazy 8 Broadcast,” in 
which a team is given 8 hours to 
produce an 8 minute broadcast. 
Valley brought home a total of 
eleven awards, including awards in 
the categories of film, spot feature, 
commercial, PSA, movie trailer, 
convention recap, and music video. 
CHSTV team also had an exceptional 
performance--The program was 
named STN’s #1 Daily Live High See Superintendent • Page 2

School Broadcast for the Western US, and Crazy 8 Film winner; and received 
Honorable Mention for their Natural Sound Package, and 2nd Place in Tell the 
Story Editing.

In the words of Valley student Sophia, “What I learned at the STN 
Convention is the ‘power of teamwork.’ Every contest entry we created was 
created because we worked as a team. We were a group of people who came 
together to make something amazing.”

“My favorite thing to do is create feature stories” said Valley’s Michael. 
“Winning first place in a national feature story contest in Atlanta gave me 
confidence to keep going because it showed my team that we are actually 
pretty good at it!” “It was amazing to learn all of the different editing tricks and 
creative camera shots,” reported Maddy. “This experience is something I will 
never forget.” “The STN convention was one of the greatest moments of my life,” 
said Nate. “I learned to not be afraid to get yourself out there and share your 
talent and passion for broadcasting. I saw so many people at the convention 
who share my passion and I want to be just like them.”

Jenna summed up her experience: “When I look back at the STN convention 
I won’t remember the trophies we won, but I will remember the moments we 
shared. We laughed together. We cried together. We were happy together. The 
whole experience was great.”

Valley Middle School students demonstrating their broadcasting skills,  
student broadcasters on camera and behind the camera.

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com

http://www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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City of Carlsbad
1200 Carlsbad Village Dr., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/434-2830 • www.carlsbadca.gov

Ready to Unplug?
If your house is anything like mine, setting boundaries around 

“screen time” requires daily vigilance. During the school year, the 
regular routine, after school activities and homework make it a little 
easier to keep kids off their devices. Summertime? Not so much.

Don’t despair, the City of Carlsbad provides lots of screen 
alternatives to help keep kids busy and parents sane over the long 
summer break. One of the most popular is the library’s summer 
reading program for babies, kids and teens. The program runs at 
all three city libraries from June 27 to Aug. 12. Adults can get in 
on the action with the companion program. And, be sure to enjoy 
our recent modernization of the Cole Library and renovations 
coming later this summer at the Dove Library. 

Now that you’ve taken care of the mind, you can tend to the body and spirit 
at one of the City of Carlsbad’s popular summer camps, where kids can spend 
time with friends, learn something new or just burn off some excess energy. 

It’s hard to choose, but the good news is whether your kids are into cooking, 
art, sports or just smashing things up, we’ve got you covered. Have a budding 
engineer underfoot? Try Engineering FUNdamentals and Jedi Master using 
LEGO. Monster Mash Mania and Mysteries of Magic camps will transport your 
kids to new and fun fantasy worlds, while the popular Squiggles and Giggles art 
camp returns to Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park. 

This summer we’re offering soccer, golf, tennis, basketball, gymnastics and 
multi-sport camps, in addition to swimming and flag football. Feeling adventurous? 
Try the new “TetraBrazil” soccer camp at Alga Norte Community Park.

Of course it wouldn’t be summer without some pool time. With our new Alga 
Norte Aquatic Center, the city is able to offer more swimming lessons than 
ever before, including group and private sessions, for ages 6 months and up. 
The aquatic sports and junior lifeguard camps continue to sell out, so if you’re 
interested, it’s best to register early.mwww.carlsbadconnect.org. 

Kristina Ray
Communications 

Manager

Congratulations to Superintendent 
Lovely on her retirement. It has been 
a pleasure working with her and we 
look forward to working with the 
new Superintendent as we continue 
to publish the excellence from the 
CUSD. 

In this issue you will read about the 
many awards and accomplishments 
of the students this school year, 
acknowledgment of teachers of the 
year and new acronyms (see Jefferson 
Elementary page 10).

Congratulations Class of 2016!
Our next issue is November 9. Until 

then have a wonderful summer!..

Neta Madison

Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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Together we have faced the challenges of new state funding and 
assessment systems. We have lived through fires, social media 
threats, and world events that have elevated our worries to new 
levels. 

I know the district will continue to flourish as the team 
remains focused on the bright futures of our students. But I will 
miss the people of CUSD--our committed board members, my 
supportive co-workers, the parents, students and community 
members--who have been so welcoming and supportive. These 
relationships have enriched my life in ways that words cannot 
express.

I look forward to assisting the new superintendent with a smooth transition, 
and wish CUSD all the best. You will be forever in my heart.

Dr. Suzette Lovely

Superintendent • From Page 1

Kathy Rallings
Member

Claudine Jones
President

Ray Pearson
Clerk

Elisa Williamson
Vice President

Veronica Williams
Member

Board of Trustees
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Some people come to MiraCosta College to earn a degree. 
Others come here because of our success in sending students to 
top four-year colleges and universities throughout the nation. 
And today, more and more people are enrolling at MiraCosta 
College for yet another reason: state-of-the-art career and 
technical courses that can help them embark into a new 
profession or build the skills needed to stay current on advances 
at their current jobs.

In fact, a new state study shows that students who take career 
technical education courses at a community college to add to 
their job skills will see a median gain of 13.6 percent in their pay 
– or $4,300 annually.

Yet, for too long, students who attend community colleges for classes to 
improve their professional skills have not been counted as successes in state 
and federal accountability systems because they did not earn a certificate 
or transfer to a four-year university. Thanks in large part to the California 
Community College’s Strong Workforce Task Force, which I was honored to 
chair, that outdated view is changing.

A new category to define these students, who are dubbed ‘skills builders’, is 
being added to the California Community Colleges’ Student Success Scorecard, 
an online tool allowing anyone to track the effectiveness of all 113 community 
colleges in the state. Skills builders include students who tend to be older 
and take just one or two career technical education courses. Many of these 
students have already earned degrees or certificates. And in 2012-13, some 
86,000 students falling into the skills builders cohort saw a median wage gain 

of nearly 14 percent, of $4,300, from the period one year prior to taking a career 
educational course and one year after finishing the course.

At MiraCosta College, those taking skills building courses in child 
development administration and management realized a median gain of 32.6 
percent in pay. Those taking skills building courses in hospitality saw a median 
gain of 18.2 percent in pay. And those taking skills building courses in medical 
office technology saw a median gain of 12.5 percent in pay.

Altogether, skills builders realized a $500 million boost in wages statewide.
“These students come to us seeking to keep their skills current or move 

ahead in their careers and after finishing a few courses reap significant 
rewards,” said California Community Colleges Chancellor Brice Harris. “We 
finally have a way to measure these successes and demonstrate the tremendous 
return on investment that these courses provide.”

California Community Colleges lead the nation in providing postsecondary 
career technical education and training. And at MiraCosta College, where we 
celebrated the opening last spring of a new Technology Career Institute in a 
city-owned building in Carlsbad, we are helping growing numbers of displaced 
workers to get training in areas ranging from high-tech manufacturing to 
maritime technology.

For too long, career and technical education has not been viewed as a 
priority of the California Community Colleges system and has not commanded 
the attention or resources to meet the needs of students and regional labor 
markets. That is now changing, as today’s students and incumbent workers rely 
on a community college education to obtain the skills needed to be competitive 
and keep pace with a rapidly changing workplace.

Dr. Sunny Cooke 
Superintendent/ 

President

MiraCosta College
1 Barnard Dr., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/757-2121 • www.miracosta.edu

Many Reasons to Attend College

590 Laguna Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92008
760.730.9675 • www.thespeechstation.com

The Speech Station provides a child
centered therapeutic environment 
that builds the communication 
and social skills essential to 
positive peer and family relationships.

Programs & Services Include:
• Speech/Language Screening
• Comprehensive Speech/
   Language Assessments
• Individual Therapy
• Therapy in Small 
    Peer Groups
• Individualized Home 
   Programs
• Parent Training

http://www.miracosta.edu
http://www.armyandnavyacademy.org/summer-programs
http://www.thespeechstation.com
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Aviara Oaks Elementary (K–5)
6900 Ambrosia Way, Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6000 • www.aoes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

Award Winners
This has been a most 

rewarding and memorable 
year for the students, staff, 
and community at Aviara 
Oaks Elementary (AOE). With 
the implementation of AVID 
Elementary, our focus on a well-
balanced and comprehensive 
instructional program that 

engages students to think more deeply and 
make connections within their learning and 
the world – and a staff which exemplifies 
excellence in teaching – has resulted in our 
school receiving several accolades and awards 
this year.

Most exciting is our designation as a 
California Gold Ribbon School for 2016. 
This honor, given to 772 out of over 6,000 
elementary schools, recognizes the “exemplary 
efforts” of our school community to ensure 
that every student is ready for 21st-century 
college and careers.

The process first included applications submitted to the state. Schools 
were selected from these applications, and then site validation visits were 
scheduled to see firsthand the exemplary programs and/or practices that are 
in place. A special awards recognition ceremony was held in Anaheim where a 
representative team from AOE received the award.

Congratulations to Angelika Arganda, 
this year’s Teacher of the Year at AOE, and 
district finalist for Teacher of the Year. 
Mrs. Arganda, a second-grade teacher, 
was nominated by her peers as a model of 
best practices. We are so proud to have her 
as part of our AOE family!

In “Year 2” of the AVID Elementary 
implementation process (AE) that 
prepares our students for college and 
career, AOE has been nominated as 
an AE Leadership Showcase School! 
This distinction is representative of 
our students, staff, and leadership 
successfully embracing the skills and 
teachings of AVID, and with a high 
level of understanding, expertise, and 
collaboration among all stakeholders. 
During the 2016–2017 school year, AOE 
will be hosting teams of administrators 
and teachers looking to implement AE at 
their own campuses.

Leslie Harden
Principal

Teacher Kathleen Gilmore and Principal Leslie Harden 
congratulate Teacher of the Year Angelika Arganda

Aviara Oaks Middle School (6–8)
6880 Ambrosia Ln., Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6100 • www.aoms.schoolloop.com

Learning from Experts
The sixth- and seventh-grade students at Aviara Oaks have 

been working this week with algae experts from the Algae 
Foundation and the Scripps Institute of Oceanography to learn 
about the benefits and potentially beneficial uses of algae. 

AOMS teachers Nicole Moersch and Ashley Crawford serve 
on an educational advisory board for the non-profit Algae 
Foundation, whose mission includes educational outreach to help 
students learn about the role of algae in our ecosystems, and how 
it can be “a fundamental source of energy, nutrition, products and 

ecological services for sustainable societies globally.” 

The teachers have been working with the Foundation to develop a hands-on 
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) aligned curriculum that allows 
students to both learn about algae and get the opportunity to grow their own, 
as scientists do in the lab. 

The students not only learned from their teachers, but also had the 
opportunity to learn and receive support from experts in the field. It is this kind 
of collaborative approach that helps connect what the students are learning in 
the classroom with real-world applications. The lab work was a match for both 
the sixth- and seventh-grade sciences, and is connected to the NGSS Human 
Impact strand at both grade levels. 

Our AOMS teachers and students are at the forefront of developing and 
implementing a new science curriculum that engages students as critical 
thinkers, and develops an excitement for science and its real-world applications.

Bryan Brockett
Principal

http://www.aoes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://www.aoms.schoolloop.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Buena Vista Elementary (K–6)
1330 Buena Vista Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5400 • www.buenavista.schoolloop.com

Beautiful Improvements
This year, one of Buena Vista Elementary School’s top 

priorities is school-wide campus beautification. The Buena 
Vista (BV) campus is among the most historic in the district 
and boasts the most beautiful, sweeping ocean views. New 
drought-resistant vegetation has been planted along some of 
the classroom corridors last summer, which has enhanced BV’s 
earth-friendly setting. But, the campus also is in need of some 
added touches to make the campus more inviting.

In April, two beautiful murals were added to the campus walls. The first 
mural was completed by artist Cici Groupé, a Carlsbad resident with a love of 
education. She created a beautiful learning tree with school mascot dolphins 
swimming in the branches. Also part of the mural are the Carlsbad Unified 
School District character traits.

Parent, professional muralist, and BV alumni Sean Domingues completed 
the second of his campus murals in our lunch area. This one highlights the BV 
Three: Safety, Respect and Effort. It also incorporated our school mascot, the 
gentle dolphin.

We are so thankful and appreciative to both of these talented artists and to 
the BV PTA for funding the projects. BV is definitely well on its way to meeting 
the beautification goal this year.Tina Howard

Principal

Our second mural during the process of creation.

AZUSA   |   HIGH DESERT   |   INLAND EMPIRE   |   MURRIETA   |   ORANGE COUNTY   |   SAN DIEGO   |   ONLINE

Earn your master’s degree and credential in San Diego or Murrieta. 
Azusa Pacific’s School of Education stands as a trusted leader in the field, known for producing 
many of Southern California’s finest teachers, school counselors and psychologists, and  
administrators. In answer to the state’s growing shortage of qualified educators, APU equips  
graduates to make a lasting difference as creative, collaborative professionals and dedicated  
advocates for the students they serve.

Choose from more than 20 ways to earn your degree and credential at APU’s San Diego and  
Murrieta regional centers, and join a mentoring community of educators who will help you  
make an even greater impact.

San Diego Regional Center
5353 Mission Center Rd., Ste. 300 
San Diego, CA 92108 
sandiego@apu.edu  |  (619) 718-9655   
apu.edu/sandiego

Murrieta Regional Center
40508 Murrieta Hot Springs Rd. 
Murrieta, CA 92563 
murrieta@apu.edu  |  (951) 304-3400   
apu.edu/murrieta

Master’s Degrees 
Digital Teaching and Learning 

Educational and Clinical Counseling 

Educational Counseling 

Educational Leadership 

Physical Education 

Special Education 

Teaching 

Certificate 
LPCC Respecialization in  

     Clinical Counseling

Credentials 
Mild/Moderate Disabilities Specialist 

Moderate/Severe Disabilities Specialist 

Multiple Subject Teaching 

Single Subject Teaching 

Preliminary Administrative Services 

Clear Administrative Services

Now enrolling! Contact us today.

Programs offered: 
Karina Quezada ’08, M.A.Ed. ’09 and ’11
School Psychologist, Victor Elementary School District

Azusa Pacific University

School of Education

17826

http://www.buenavista.schoolloop.com
mailto:sandiego%40apu.edu?subject=
http://apu.edu/sandiego
mailto:murrieta%40apu.edu?subject=
http://apu.edu/murrieta
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Calavera Hills Elementary (K–6)
4104 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-6300 • www.ches.schoolloop.com

Making Connections
Our Calavera Hills ES teachers, students, and staff members 

welcomed three “Very Important People” to our new MakerSpace. 
As an extension to STEM, Project Based Learning (PBL), 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW), and Design Thinking Process, 
the MakerSpace will provide an opportunity for K–8 students to 
explore, innovate, and create in a non-typical way.

MakerSpace will also provide an innovative work space for 
a class “Genius Hour.” By definition, this is a student-chosen, 
problem-driven project that utilizes the engineering design 

process. Students work on something they are passionate about using the 
supplies and materials in the space.

The MakerSpace 
includes walls of 
materials and tools 
that are available for 
various types of projects. 
One wall is full of life, 
physical, and earth 
science materials and 
tools. On the opposite 
side of the space there 
is a wall full of craft 
supplies, old toys, and 
building blocks, and all 
ready to be transformed 
into something new. 
Recycled materials 
like cardboard boxes, 
packing supplies, tubes, 
and Styrofoam are also 
available for projects.

Lastly, the Machine 
Room has equipment for 
creating projects for real-
world solutions. Using 

a 3D printer or an X Carve, students can either make something new or use 
portions of materials that already exist.

In the new school year it will be officially up and running for both schools. 
Who knows what will be created and what ideas will unfold? Now that we have 
a place for students to explore, innovate, and create, we’ll soon find out!

Dr. Amy Bryant
Principal

http://www.ches.schoolloop.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Calavera Hills Middle School (6–8)
4104 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-6400 • www.calavera.schoolloop.com

Innovation at CHMS
The shortage of STEM jobs has been well documented, and so 

has the growing need to develop our ability to innovate and solve 
the serious global problems of today and tomorrow.

We spend a great deal of time assessing and measuring in 
school, but it is often in areas that are easy to measure. To help 
our students become prepared for an ever-changing job market, 
we certainly need to help them all learn to do what computers 
cannot do, and with the understanding that most of us carry in 
our pocket the answers to the easy questions.

To quote Will Richardson in a recent blog post, “In this world, creativity, 
curiosity, a change mindset, the ability to create, connect, and participate in 
networks, all of those are now required, yet few of those are currently assessed 
at all.”

The Calavera Hills team is determined to give students the time they need 
to innovate, collaborate, and prototype. We believe in developing creative 
thinkers, and place importance on real-world problem solving through 
collaboration.

To aid us in this endeavor, our school recently designed and created a space 
for students to engage in the important act of innovation. We call this space the 
“Design Lab.”

Within its walls, our students can tackle problems through displaying 
empathy and by testing prototypes to make sure that they can solve the 
problems of our users. The space is flexible so that it can adjust to the needs of 
our students, and is backed by everything from Arduinos, 3D printers, and CNC 
machines to cardboard and duct tape.

At Calavera Hills Middle School, our aim is to bring relevance and meaning 
to student work. But we also believe that middle school can be fun again. 
Our students are not afraid of hard work, they are afraid of being boring and 
irrelevant.

Michael Ecker
Principal

760•634•6886

Summer Sessions Start 
June 27th though August 5th

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT IF PAID BY MAY 31st

Encinitas Learning Center & Academy 
543 Encinitas Blvd. #100

http://www.calavera.schoolloop.com
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Carlsbad High School (9–12)
3557 Lancer Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5100 • www.carlsbadhs.schoolloop.com

Exceptional Status Verified!
By Danielle Ryan, MJE- Publications Adviser

The week after spring break, CHS was visited by the 
WASC team to evaluate the self-study that teachers and 
administration spent the last year completing. The report asked 
teachers to evaluate every aspect of CHS: instruction, school 
structure, culture and support. The team of eight teachers and 
administrators spent three days at CHS visiting every classroom 
and speaking with teachers, students and parents in order to 
prepare a recommendation for CHS’s reaccreditation for the next 

six years. The team reported back to the staff that they were very impressed 
by the curriculum expertise of the staff, the school’s attention to culture and 
inclusion, and the staff’s obvious care for and investment in the students who 
attend CHS. Once the team submits their final report, staff will finalize the 
action plan that will guide the school for the next six years as we continue to 
ensure that CHS students get the best education possible at an exceptional 
school.

Students are completing another year of SBAC and AP testing as we near 
the end of the school year. In June, CHS will graduate over 700 seniors, the 
last of the large classes at CHS. We are looking forward to celebrating this 
great accomplishment with our students and their families on June 16 in the 
football stadium. The class of 2016 has been accepted to an impressive array of 
schools including Johns Hopkins, MIT, West Point, Stanford, USC, UCLA, NYU, 
University of Missouri and Cal Poly SLO as well as many other UCs and CSUs.

Congratulations, Mr. Dearie!
By Alyssa Slattery, Writer Lancer Link

This year, teachers, staff and administrators have come together to 
nominate and select Mr. Kurt Dearie as Carlsbad High’s teacher of the year. 
Mr. Dearie teaches U.S. History, AP Government. His unique instructional 

techniques work to inspire and push his students to their fullest potential 
every day. In addition to teaching history classes, Dearie serves as the advisor 
for GSA. Dearie’s tireless efforts to ensure that GSA students are given ample 
support have made the GSA program at Carlsbad High one of the strongest, 
most inclusive and most well-respected programs in San Diego. After 31 years 
of teaching, he continually impacts the lives of many and sets himself apart 
because of his passion and dedication to the students he serves.

Dr. Joshua Porter
Principal

Mr. Kurt Dearie - Carlsbad High’s teacher of the year.

Carlsbad Village & Seaside Academies
3557 Lancer Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5100 • www.csa.schoolloop.com   
www.cva.schoolloop.com

Opportunities for Advancement
April is usually the time of year when one is thinking about 

warm weather and getting down to the beach. This is also the 
time when one should think about what their school is going to 
look like for next year.

Carlsbad Seaside Academy is an option for students who 
are looking for an alternative approach to schooling through 
independent study. All of the Carlsbad Seaside Academy courses 
are A–G approved for the Cal State and University of California 
systems. Current students at Seaside do internships, attend 

college classes, pursue acting jobs, or compete in sports at an elite level. They 
would not be able to do this in a traditional setting.

Students interested in enrollment need to be residents who live within the 
Carlsbad Unified School District boundaries. Interested students should contact 
Principal Jorge Espinoza to set up an enrollment conference to determine if 
this program is the right choice. He can be reached by phone at 760-331-5299, 
or via email at jespinoza@carlsbadusd.net.

The students at Carlsbad Village Academy are constantly reminded to take 
advantage of their many opportunities. They can catch up on credits, attend 
classes at Mira Costa College, and seek employment opportunities outside of 
school. Taking advantage of these opportunities is a recipe for success here at 
CVA.

For example, in March we had 15 students who proved shining examples to 
their peers. Because of their hard work, these students were able to graduate 
a full trimester early. It is always sad to see such students leave after working 
with them for nearly two years, but our staff is always proud of the efforts that 
these students have made.

CVA is also an option for students who struggle within a traditional 
comprehensive high school. The small class size and shortened schedule is 
often the remedy for those who find themselves falling behind with their high 
school credits. The classes are all direct instruction, and our staff works very 
hard to keep these students engaged in earning a high school diploma.

Parents who are frustrated with the progress of their high school student 
should call Principal Espinoza and set up an enrollment. He can be reached by 
phone at 760-331-5299, or via email at jespinoza@carlsbadusd.net.

Jorge Espinoza
Principal

Congratulations Class of 2016!

http://www.carlsbadhs.schoolloop.com
http://csa.schoolloop.com
http://www.cva.schoolloop.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Hope Elementary (K–6)
3010 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5900 • www.hope.schoolloop.com

It Was a Successful Year
As we reflect on our school year, our 

community has been able to celebrate several 
achievements that recognized the exceptional 
work of our students, parents, and staff. We 
are very honored to receive the California 
Gold Ribbon School Award for our Small Group 
Priority Plan, which highlighted parents as 
a valued member of the classroom team by 
partnering with teachers to create small group 

instruction in an effective learning environment. In addition, 
we also received the Exemplary Program Award for our visual 
and performing arts program. We are the only school in 
Carlsbad to receive this extra recognition and it is a reflection 
of our community’s commitment and dedication to providing 
these enrichment opportunities for our students!

We also received the USDA HealthierUS Bronze Level award 
from the State Department of Education in recognition of our 
work to create a healthier school environment through the 
promotion of nutrition and physical activity. Principal Tubbs 
put his filming and editing skills to good use by creating an 
entertaining video about promoting vegetables on a regular 
basis (you can watch the video at the following link. https://
vimeo.com/97854943).

Congratulations to our community for all these awards 
and thank you for your continued support of our school and our outstanding 
programs.

Richard Tubbs
Principal

We are honored to celebrate Mrs. Hejny as our Teacher of the Year. She is a 
fabulous teacher who consistently goes the extra mile for her students and puts 
all her heart into provide excellence in education.

http://www.hope.schoolloop.com
http://links.schoolloop.com/link/rd?href=736c5f6c696e6b666630316363306562326668747470733a2f2f76696d656f2e636f6d2f3937383534393433
http://links.schoolloop.com/link/rd?href=736c5f6c696e6b666630316363306562326668747470733a2f2f76696d656f2e636f6d2f3937383534393433
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Jefferson Elementary (K–5)
3743 Jefferson St., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5500 • www.jefferson.schoolloop.com

Motivating Language Learners
Soon after the SST, we can move on to an IEP with our ELLs, 

which we are hoping will become rFEP, lFEP, or wait what? In 
the world of edu-speak, we have many, many acronyms. Not 
only that, but they manage to change regularly, leading us to 
constantly learn a new language.

One group that struggles with these difficulties is our English 
Language Learners, who are learning English as their second, or 
sometimes third, language. For these students, school must be 
like jumping into the deep end and being told to swim—without 

really knowing how. They are expected to learn the same content in the same 
amount of time, which is challenging at best. Imagine travelling to another 
country and having to jump right in with a language you didn’t know.

Luckily, there are many forms of assistance for these students. Thanks to the 
generosity of our district, all fifth-grade students who are designated as English 
Language Learners, have received netbooks to use during the school year. 
They are the custodians of these devices and can take them home each day. 
In fact, they are required to take them home and work on specific tasks each 
day to help them move forward with language acquisition. Our EL students 
simply need the time to catch up. With these devices, they are able to work 
from anywhere on language-specific learning. These Web-based programs 
are available 24 hours a day, and motivated students can really excel by 
consistently working with them.

Chad Lund
Principal

Kelly Elementary (K–5)
4885 Kelly Dr., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5800 • www.kelly.schoolloop.com

The Sounds of Science!
As the Next Generation Science Standards grow closer to full 

implementation, we consider the elements of positive scientific 
thinking!

Scientific and engineering practices include asking questions 
and defining problems, developing and using models, planning 
and carrying out investigations, analyzing and interpreting data, 
applying mathematical and computational thinking, constructing 
explanations and designing solutions, engaging in argument 
from evidence, and obtaining, evaluating, and communicating 
information.

We contend, in the words of Nicole Buchanan, our hands-on science teacher 
whose position is funded by the Carlsbad Education Foundation, “It’s not about 
the curriculum; it’s about thinking!” And so we strive to 
put on our thinking caps in all areas of curriculum, for 
all learning styles, and address the needs of our varied 
learners: our musicians, our scientists, our artists, our 
mathematicians, our readers, and our writers.

What better way than to connect science and music 
with our Science Night theme this year, “The Sounds 
of Science!” Thanks to the organization and planning 
of two parent volunteer superstars, Suzi Gushansky 
and Kami Papa, and their team of volunteers, students 
created musical instruments, determined where sound 
comes from, explored structures that carry sound, 
enjoyed a presentation by our own Team Violin, and 
much much more!

With the involvement of community connections, 
such as Palomar College, Mira Costa College, the 
Gemological Institute, and the Museum of Making 
Music, and with student science projects on display, 
this was a Science Night that engaged and excited 
all participants and really supported plain, old good 
thinking and exploration!

Tressie Armstrong
Principal

http://www.jefferson.schoolloop.com
http://www.kelly.schoolloop.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Poinsettia Elementary (K–5)
2445 Mica Rd., Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6500 • www.pes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

Teacher of the Year
Congratulations to Cathy Devich as our 2015–2016 Teacher of 

the Year.
Mrs. Devich has a gift for recognizing each and every student’s 

strengths. She is always firm but fair. Her positive attitude is 
contagious, and it brings out the best in her colleagues and 
students. Her pacing is rigorous and her standards are high. She 
helps every single child achieve to their potential, and always 
does it with positive encouragement. Mrs. Devich is inspiring and 
energizing, and we are lucky to be working side by side with such 
an amazing educator. 

Marjorie Giordani
Principal

Teacher of the Year Mrs. Devich

Mrs. Clark with Paws on Art

Poinsettia Junior Webcasters

Paws on Art is prompted by the need for self-expression and insight into the 
skills that promote effective communication. It is easy to miss how much math, 
science, social studies, and the language arts overlap with the visual arts until 
you are consistently and actively engaged in each.

Paws on Art purposefully matches academic studies with the visual 
arts curriculum, such as through creating three-dimensional artwork and 
simultaneously learning solid geometric shapes in math; or by competing in an 
endangered-species art contest while also creating animal reports in language 
arts, and by participation in animal adaptation labs in science, or through 
sketching architecture in two-point perspective during studies on Carlsbad 
history and the California Missions.

Poinsettia has two 
programs that are finalist 
for the arts in the annual 
Carlsbad Chamber of 
Commerce OEP event. Both 
our Junior Webcasters and 
Paws on Art are definitely 
award-worthy programs.

The Junior Webcaster 
program at Poinsettia 
demonstrates an integration 
of visual and performing 
arts, technical literacy, 
character building, and 
collaboration to support 
workforce preparedness. 
This student-produced, 
live, weekly broadcast 
joins the entire campus 
and community in a fun 
and interactive way. 
This innovative program 
integrates pop culture, 
social media, computer 
literacy, life skills, and 
sense of community into 
one exciting and synergistic 
package.

http://www.pes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com
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Pacific Rim Elementary (K–5)
1100 Camino De Las Ondas, Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6200 • www.pacificrim.schoolloop.com

New Technology
Pacific Rim Elementary 

teachers are excited to be 
incorporating new technology 
tools into their classrooms. 
With another Chromebook cart 
on campus, our first- through 
fifth-grade teams now have a 
cart of their own.

With a few years of Google 
Tools and Google Classroom under their 
belts, our third-, fourth-, and fifth-grade 
teachers and students have been sharing 
their experiences with the younger students 
on campus. Big buddy partnerships between 
the upper- and lower-grade classes have been 
utilized as mentoring opportunities with 
technology. With an upper-grade student by 
their side, the younger students have been 
learning how to create and share Google 
Docs, slides, and drawings and then post their 
results to their Google Classroom. It makes 
learning much more fun and meaningful.

With their new Chromebook carts, our first- and second-grade students have 
also learned how to research on World Book Online, as well as create Google 
documents and slide presentations and share everything with their fellow 
students, teachers, and parents. Education has really come alive as children 

become empowered to demonstrate learning 
combined with technology. Our students are 
also discovering how to use their Learning 
Headquarters graphic organizer with their 
writing brainstorm, and then take their 
writing into Google Docs for editing and 
publishing.

Our kindergarten students also 
have a cart of iPads at their fingertips. 
Educreations has allowed them to write 
their thoughts, record themselves reading, 
and then insert pictures to complement 
their ideas. They create math problems for 
one another, and record answers with the 
pictures they take to show how they solved 
the problems. After reading nonfiction 
text together, our students are also able to 
summarize details and ask more questions 
to drive their continued learning.

The students are excited to use this new 
technology in deep and meaningful ways, 
working alongside one another to both 
create and learn.

Robert Devich
Principal

 Kindergartners use a voice recording app on iPads 
to share what they learned in their reading.

Magnolia Elementary (K–6)
1905 Magnolia Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5600 • www.mes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

Celebrating Science
Science Day at Magnolia Elementary School truly is a day like 

no other! It is a day when our entire campus is transformed into a 
working lab. It is a day when our students are able to apply their 
textbook knowledge to genuine, engaging experiments. It is a day 
when our entire school community comes together to support 
learning.

Each of our classrooms is utilized to host a science workshop 
and a presenter charged with teaching specific grade-level 
science content standards. From kindergarten to fifth grade, 

all students are given the opportunity to experience science in a more 
meaningful and tangible way. Science sessions such as Reptile Round-Up, 
What is Chemistry?, Fun with Energy, Rockets, Kermit: The Inside Story (frog 
dissection), and brain and heart dissection are just a few of the 28 activities 
offered. There is an activity for every learner of every age packed into Science 
Day!

It is important to note that the majority of these activities would not be 
possible without the unending support of our PTA and the wealth of time 
and effort provided by parents (past and present) to organize this event. Our 
PTA raises and sets funds to ensure that our students have access to great 
presenters and hands-on materials for every workshop. All parents, including 
those who are employed as physicians, firefighters, and chemists, donate their 
time to support and validate the curriculum in each workshop.

The planning for this event takes place well before our school year begins. 
Our Science Day Committee, led this year by Mrs. Chapman, ensures that 
all aspects of the day run smoothly. We are grateful for the dedication of our 
parents and teachers, which enables us to offer such a great program every 
school year!

Jimmy Hines
Principal

Fourth grader, Quinn Bodon, digging in with frog dissection! 

http://www.pacificrim.schoolloop.com
http://www.mes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Sage Creek High School
3900 Cannon Rd., Carlsbad, CA 92010 • 760/331-6600 • www.sagecreek-cusd-ca.schoolloop.com

High Level of Education
The Sage Creek High School STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) academic experience is 
anchored in preparing students for post-high-school success. 
Whether it’s drama or engineering, Sage Creek teachers exact 
that students brainstorm, prototype, and test their ideas and 
concepts—a skill set that prepares them to be innovative.

The Drama Department calls for students 
to value and employ their imagination. The program’s path 
supports this initiative, and its character is a direct product of 

the entrepreneurially spirited students who interact in a creative environment 
of unconventional expectations: play, let yourself fail, listen, say “Yes…and…,” 
play the game, and relax and have fun.

Drama-class projects are inspired by student ideas and interests. From 
dramatic interpretations of online reviews to collaborating on student-written 
plays, the workshop-style learning environment generates personal growth 
as students develop their visions from start to finish—and beyond. Whether 
students head for Broadway or business school, Sage Creek High School Drama 
inspires a voice in each student and the confidence to express it!

In the engineering labs just across the academic mall, students enrolled in 
the Principles of Engineering (POE) class are designing compound machines, 
building robots, and learning how to code. The POE experience challenges 
students to use critical-thinking skills to solve engineering challenges, execute 
leadership and communication skills, and maneuver group dynamics when 
reaching a consensus on a final product design. This project based learning 
prepares students for an engineering career path in machine design and 
construction and teaches how to handle workplace challenges.

As highlighted by POE and physics teacher Mr. Fieberg, “This class is 
how education in the 21st century should be taught. In 18 years of teaching 
students, this has the highest level of student engagement I have ever 
experienced.”

Cesar Morales
Principal

http://www.sagecreek-cusd-ca.schoolloop.com
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Valley Middle School (6–8)
1645 Magnolia Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5300 • www.vms.schoolloop.com

Showcasing Our Talents
At Valley Middle 

School, we are very 
fortunate to have 
a wonderful staff 
of teachers and 
aides that help our 
students on a daily 
basis. This year, one 
stood out amongst 

them all, our Teacher of the Year, 
Julie Spanier.

Julie is a former Viking 
student and Carlsbad High School 
(CHS) graduate and is now a 
Special Education teacher and 
department chair. As stated by 
her colleagues, “We admire her 
for her patience, dedication, 
and commitment to the student 
population she serves the most. 
Julie has a proven professional 
and caring track record for 
supporting her vast array 
of students and parents and 
her Special Education team.” 
Congratulations to Mrs. Spanier 
for this well-deserved honor.

Just like our great teachers, we have many talented and accomplished 
students. One in particular is Damiana Kelsey. Recently Damiana auditioned 
for and was chosen as a member of the San Diego County Honor Band. Only a 
select few are chosen throughout San Diego County, and it is a great honor to 
have Damiana representing Valley Middle School. Congratulations, Damiana!

Tom Bloomquist
Principal

Continuing with the theme 
of recognizing the talented and 
accomplished Valley Middle School 
community, we can highlight the 
advanced band and the spring 
musical, “Shrek Jr.” The band 
performed a medley of songs from 
Stevie Wonder during a combined 
district-wide performance, and our 
musical included over 100 students 
in two different casts. Mrs. Boer, 
our instrumental teacher, and 
Mrs. Hardy, our choir and drama 
director, are to be thanked for their 
tireless efforts in producing such 
amazing productions to showcase 
our students’ talent.

http://www.vms.schoolloop.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Under the Sea — Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put Carlsbad in the subject line.)

Rules!

Entries must be received by June 15, 2016
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

ABALONE

ANGELFISH

BARNACLE

CLAM

CLOWNFISH

CORAL

CRAB

CUTTLEFISH

DOLPHIN

HALIBUT

EEL

FUGU

KRILL

LOBSTER

PUFFERFISH

SPONGE

SQUID

ZOOPLANKTON

Congratulations to McKinsey Adams
Winner of the February Word Search Contest!

Note-ables

Backyard Garden 
The idea of sustainability coupled with eating a healthy diet 

has been gaining steady momentum in communities across the 
country. The concept is becoming part of the curriculum of an 
increasing number of elementary schools. Community gardens 
and rooftop beekeeping have been established in cities, and 
it’s not uncommon to find classes and entire schools planting 
gardens on campus.

Earthworm Ensemble, a group of family musicians, integrates 
this lifestyle into their new collection, Backyard Garden. The 

CD is a sprightly collection of country-rock tunes with a narrative of growth for 
both plants and youngsters.

Everything our planet needs has a tribute on the CD, be it ladybugs, wind 
and compost or compassion and responsibility. The title tune expresses the joy 
of growing, harvesting, cooking and eating and getting dirty in the process. 
“Bees Make Honey” arranges strings and lyrics to create a worthy hymn to 
the busy workers and also includes essential vocabulary for young people: 
cross-pollination, drone, worker bees. “Chicken Coop” informs listeners that 
backyard chickens are free range and quite content, and it would be lovely if 
all poultry were raised this way. “Reduce Reuse Recycle” turns an omnipresent 
motto into a steel-guitar-embroidered song of hope for the planet and its young 
residents.

Summer’s almost here, and it’s time to tend the garden, whether it’s a 
rural, suburban or urban one. Backyard Garden is a brisk and bouncy 
accompaniment to a favorable combination of Mother Nature and human nature.

Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

Kate Karp

Lucy’s Book Review

Magical!
The Land of Stories – Beyond the Kingdoms
Author: Chris Colfer
The Masked man uses a portal 

potion to jump from story to 
story to recruit a powerful army 
of the worst fairytale villains!

Alex has been un-
godmothered, so she and Conner 
are in trouble. No one believes 

her except Mother Goose. Conner, Alex and 
Mother Goose along with a few other friends 
they make along the way, follow the Masked 
Man through some of literature’s most loved 
fairytales. Meanwhile, Bree discovers a family 
secret that you just won’t believe.

The author delivers another MAGICAL book, while using different fairytales 
than the first three books of the Land of Stories series. The book jumps back 
and forth from one setting to another so you must pay attention to what’s 
happening. For those that haven’t read the first three, I encourage you to do so 
before reading this book.

Another five bookworms out of five, it’s a brilliant read!

Lucy Davis is a 4th grade student. Besides reading, she enjoys riding her bike, theatre, and 
playing guitar. Lucy will rate the books 1 to 5 bookworms with 5 being the best.

Lucy Davis

mailto:Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
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