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SUperINteNDeNt
opening the Door  
to College for  
VUSD Students
By Ray Huard, VUSD

High school 
students who keep 
their grades up and 
take a prescribed 
series of  courses are 
guaranteed admission 
to California State 

University San Marcos under a 
special arrangement between the 
university and Vista Unified School 
District.

“This is about opening doors for 
thousands of students who attend 
school in Vista Unified School 
District,” school Superintendent 
Devin Vodicka said. 

“We want every student in our 
schools from kindergarten up to 
know that college is attainable,” 
Vodicka said.

Under a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) signed in 
September by Vodicka and University 
President Karen Haynes, Vista 
Unified students who meet certain 
criteria are guaranteed admission to 
CSU San Marcos starting with the 
graduating class of 2017.

Among other things, the students 
must maintain a 3.0 grade point 
average, they must pass an English 
Placement Test and an Entry Level 
Mathematics test which show they 
are ready to take college level 
courses without remedial work and 
they must complete what are known 
as A-G courses.

The A-G courses are college 
preparatory courses in history, social 
science, English, math, lab sciences 
and a language other than English, 
said Margaret Lutz Chantung, 
university public information officer.

The study program outlined in 
the agreement also helps students 
qualify to apply to any other CSU 
campus, Chantung said.

Devin
Vodicka, ed.D.

See Superintendent • Page 3
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Dr. mcKean surrounded by some of her empresa Knights 

Dr. Cheree McKean, Principal 
Empresa Elementary School,  has 
been in education for the past 12 
years. Her philosophy while in the 
classroom was to create a learning 
environment which embraced 
student engagement through hands-
on lessons. Dr. McKean was honored 
as a finalist for Educator of the Year 
by the California League of Middle 
Schools and was named Middle 
School Math Teacher of the Year by 
the Greater San Diego Mathematics 
Council. In 2010 Dr. McKean became 
a National Board Certified Teacher in 
Mathematics.

Always passionate about learning, 
Dr. McKean continued her education 
by earning a master’s degree in 
teaching, learning, and leadership 
from California State University, 
San Marcos and a doctorate in 
educational leadership from 
University of California, San Diego.

In Dr. McKean’s second year as the principal of Empresa Elementary School, 
her focus is on supporting teachers as they navigate the new Common Core 
State Standards.

The City of Vista’s Recreation & Community 
Services Department is committed to providing 
a variety of quality of programs, services, and 
facilities to the community, especially to young 
adults and children. Many of our youth activities 
are designed to fit the personalities and skills of 
different children of various ages. These include 
flag football, tennis, basketball, girls volleyball and 
even early childhood development classes.

Our after school recreation programs provide 
many opportunities as they help fill unsupervised after-school hours. 
An added benefit is that the youth programs allow students of all 
ages to connect with adults and other children in our community. 
Such positive friendships assist children as they grow older.

Another important factor of providing youth recreational 
programs is that they help combat the national obesity epidemic 
through the development of healthy lifestyles, strong minds, 
and fit bodies. Our entire community benefits when students 
establish positive individual character through their involvement 
in recreational activities. If you are interested in the programs 
available for your children, please contact the City’s Recreation 
Office at (760) 639-6151 or online at vistarecreation.com.

The holidays are fast approaching and we send everyone best 
wishes for a safe and happy holiday season. I look forward to a 
watching our VUSD students learn, achieve and grow in the New Year. 

youth recreational programs

Judy ritter
Mayor
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Neta Madison

Netragrednik

The Superintendent’s message on 
page one is very exciting for college 
bound students. 

Lots of changes are taking place as 
Common Core becomes a reality So 
much has changed in the classrooms 
besides the obvious blackboards and 
chalk erasers. In my conversations 
with the “elderly generation” it seems 
more and more they are embracing 
social media and technology in 
general to communicate with their 
grandchildren. However, I think 
proper spelling continues rather than 
using the new text abbreviations. 

Happy Holidays! Our next issue is 
February 19, 2014...Happy New Year!

Home
Room
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kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Contributions for education
By Brad Peterson, President

The VEF had a busy quarter and 
the head line event was our “Night 
At the Moonlight” on September 
17. We were able to recognize the 
accomplishments of 5 individuals 
for their contributions to our 
students. Those 5 are: Dewayne 
Cossey (Technology), Anne Fennell 
and Susan Clark (The Arts), Alicia 
Evilsizer (Classified) and Christine 
Clark (Parent Volunteer). The event 
was successful and profitable.

I want to thank Dr. and Mrs. Cowles for a generous donation and for the 
districts support for getting the word out. The Moonlight Foundation was our 
Co-sponsor of the event and we look forward to working with them in the future.

By the time you read this the Festival of the Arts will be behind us. The 
VEF will again help sponsor this event and this year we will award a $2,000 
scholarship and give two Chrome books to local students. Once again Anne 
Fennell is leading by example by continuing to produce this event.

Additionally we approved three requests for support.
1. Temple Heights Elementary for purchase of equipment.
2. VAVPA requested support for Music.
3. Foothill Oak Elementary for purchase of equipment. All of these requests 

were approved and funded. Please visit our website to submit your request. 
Please allow us 45 days to review and process your request. We continue to 
increase our activities and our contributions and I look forward to growing our 
contribution to education.

brad peterson with Sherrie Goldstein 
from foothill oak elementary. 

Senior CareSenior CareSenior Care

$30
SPORTS 

PHYSICALS!

“THINK FASTER TO LEARN MORE”

760-634-6886 
encinitaslearningcenter@yahoo.com
543 Encinitas Blvd. Suite #100
www.encinitaslearningcenter.com

• If your child experiences reading 
and/or school failure . . .

• If you home school because your 
child needs so much help . . .

• If your child learns best one to 

One year of Intensive Intervention
It can make a difference 

in YOUR child’s life!

For Students Who Experience
Significant Learning Challenges

Come in for a Complimentary 
Screening/Consult to determine your 
student’s Learning Path

one, or needs a specific program . . .

ELC
ncinitas
earning
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One Student: One Teacher
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Adult Education R.O.P.
305 E. Bobier Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/758-7122 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Creating a Community of lifelong learners
We are very excited to announce our new A+ Computer 

Information Technology course. Its purpose is to provide 
students with the skills they need to become certified computer 
technicians. 

The course will also lead to N+ and Sec+ certification! After 
completing the course, students will be able to take the state 
certification exam at our new Pearson Vue Testing Center located 
on the main Sunset Campus.

Check out our new culinary arts courses offered at night and 
on Saturdays. The Vista Adult School will also be partnering soon with a local 
supermarket chain to establish a new bakery/cake decorating apprenticeship 
program.

You can now sign 
up for our new Zumba 
and Good-Night Yoga 
classes in our dance 
studio! Don’t hesitate 
either to change 
your career, get your 
high school diploma, 
take the GED, or 
learn basic English 
skills. Contact the 
Vista Adult School 
today and pick 
up our program 
brochure, or visit 
us online at www.
vistaadultschool.com.

ebon brown
Principal

Culturally-Inclusive Positive 
Behavior Support Certificate
By completing our fully-online program you’ll gain:
• Background in theory/research required to understand and share literature  

and research on students with emotional/behavioral challenges (EBC).
• Knowledge of the full range of current culturally-inclusive positive behavior  

support strategies and skills that parents, educators, therapists, social service 
and other professionals need to work effectively with students with EBC.
• In depth exploration of characteristics, positive behavior supports, academic 

strategies, and effective community collaboration for students with EBC.
• An Added Authorization in Emotional Disturbance.*

Enroll now. Visit uclaextension.edu/snCulture  
or call Linh Nguyen at (310) 206-5107.

*  For participates holding an eligible California  
Education Specialist Credential.

14568-13

explore. 
experience. 
expand.

14568.indd   5 8/20/13   11:08 AM

A side benefit is that students who participate in such 
agreements tend to do better in college, said Patricia Prado-
Olmos, director of the university’s Alliance to Accelerate 
Excellence.

“Data from other students admitted from other districts 
indicate students maintain a higher GPA (grade point average) in 
college and have higher retention rates than the general student 
population,” Prado-Olmos said.

As part of its commitment, Vista Unified School District 
agreed to establish a number of programs to help students stay 

on track including intervention for students struggling to maintain a 3.0 grade 
average and a chance for juniors and seniors to do college level work while in 
high school.

Working with the Vista Education Foundation, the district also agreed to 
develop scholarships for qualified students.

“Our objective would be to fund all of the kids that are eligible,” Education 
Foundation President Brad Peterson said.

With the CSU agreement in hand, Peterson said the foundation hopes to 
double its fundraising this year by demonstrating to businesses that it is their 
best interest to help.

“I think people just don’t correlate how important education is to surviving 
in a modern society,” Peterson said. 

Started in 2005, the Education Foundation in 2012 awarded scholarships of 
about $1,000 each to 16 students chosen by the schools they attend, Peterson said.

“We could place $1 million a year (in scholarships) and not meet all the needs,” 
Peterson said.

Peterson said people can learn more about the foundation or to make a 
donation by going to the foundation’s web site, www.vistaedfoundation.org.

Donations also can be mailed to the Education Foundation at 236 East 
Broadway, Vista, CA 92084.

Devin
Vodicka, ed.D.

Superintendent • From Page 1

Vodicka said the arrangement with CSU was “like a gift that keeps on giving.”
“It’s a wonderful manifestation of our core value of collaboration and we’re 

doing it for the benefit of our community,” Vodicka said.
College graduates are more likely to find jobs that are stable and rewarding 

and most of those who graduate from CSU San Marcos stay in the region, the 
superintendent said.

About 85 percent of CSU San Marcos graduates remain in North County 
after graduation, Prado-Olmos said.

“While it’s good for every student on an individual level, it’s good for all of us 
on a community level,” Vodicka said. “I’m thrilled, I’m absolutely delighted that 
we were able to finalize this MOU.”

They create new cards out of your old ones 
and sell them to raise money for the children.

Thank you,
Kay Coop, Publisher
School News Roll Call

When you are fi nished enjoying your holiday cards,
please help abused, abandoned and neglected children
by mailing your used cards to:

St. Jude’s Ranch for Children
Card Recycling Program
100 St. Jude’s Street
Boulder City, NV 89005

When you are fi nished enjoying your holiday cards,

They create new cards out of your old ones 
and sell them to raise money for the children.

When you are fi nished enjoying your holiday cards,
please help abused, abandoned and neglected children
by mailing your used cards to:

St. Jude’s Ranch for Children
Card Recycling Program
100 St. Jude’s Street
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Alta Vista High School
1575 Bonair Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-3775 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

technology Updates
The 2013–2014 school year is off to a great start at Alta Vista 

High School. We have been busy preparing our students and 
our school to move into the technological age. Our new wireless 
system allowed us to provide technology in every classroom. 
Students are excited to try new devices such as netbooks, 
electronic tablets, desktop computers, and their own cell phones! 
Every teacher has embraced the use of technology within lessons.

There is a buzz on campus with the addition of these new 
activities. The activities that have been introduced include simply 

accessing academic information, creating PowerPoint or Prezi presentations, 
creating video labs, sharing Google docs, posting assignments to My Big 
Campus, and creating school-wide student surveys. Students in science used 
informational text from the Internet develop a formula to transfer time into 
distance. In social science, the classes are using technology to obtain historical 
documents and incorporate information into group discussions. In English, 
students are researching authors and debating new laws.

Teachers and students alike are working toward using technology as a tool 
for teaching and learning. Student engagement is evident in use of the Internet, 
completed classroom projects and presentations, group work on likeminded 
projects, classroom debates, solving equations, and small-group conversations. 
Students and teachers have responded positively to the use of technology on 
our campus. We are excited to see our students learn and implement 21st-
century skills.

Joann Jones
Principal

Alamosa Park Elementary
5130 Alamosa Park Dr., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/940-0700 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

first Impressions at alamosa
Passion and dedication are two words that immediately come 

to mind to describe Alamosa Park. As a leader new to the site I 
have some first impressions. Most notably, I am blown away by 
the professionalism and commitment of the staff and the giving 
spirit of the volunteers. Teachers arrive early, stay late, and 
give of hearts and minds to provide a high quality education to 
all students. Support staff faithfully and lovingly go above and 
beyond their job duties to assist student learning. Volunteers at 
Alamosa also do their part to ensure our students have access 

to a high quality education by fundraising or volunteering in classrooms. Last 
year, Alamosa Park received around 250 volunteer applications. At a site of 
about 550, this is almost one volunteer for every two students! The profound 
contributions of staff and volunteers are one of the many reasons I am grateful 
to join the Alamosa Park family.

Vivian firestone
Principal

Bobier Elementary
220 W. Bobier Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-8501 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

bronco bunch after School program
Have you heard of the Bronco Bunch? Bronco Bunch is the 

Before and After school program at Bobier Elementary. There 
are approximately 200 students enrolled in the Before and After 
School Program and we have a waiting list filled with interested 
candidates. The purpose of the Bronco Bunch is to complement, 
support, and enhance daily classroom instruction. Learning is 
expanded beyond the school day and provides opportunities for 
students to be enriched beyond the classroom doors and walls. 
Students participate in a variety of activities including academic 

support, homework assistance, fine arts, team building, physical activity, and 
computer enrichment. By nurturing each child’s intellectual, physical, and 
emotional capabilities, Bronco Bunch promotes quality and excellence for all.

anita alfonso
Principal

Beaumont Elementary
550 Beaumont Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-4040 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

project-based learning
The students at Beaumont Elementary School are embarking 

on an exciting new adventure to get them on the path to college 
and career readiness through Project-Based Learning (PBL). 
Over the summer, a third of the teachers were trained in PBL, 
along with teachers from two other Vista elementary schools. The 
teachers were trained on all the essential components of a PBL 
and how to properly implement it in the classroom.

Our fifth-grade team decided that they wanted to start the 
year off with a project to get the students energized about 

the new school year. They found faults with the pre-existing parent/student 
handbook and determined to rewrite it, using kid-friendly language and making 
it shorter. The teachers and students created a driving question then divided 
the handbook up into four parts, and each group worked on revising and 
reinventing the student guide, building it from the bottom up.

The students collaborated within their teams to develop their project and 
finally presented the materials to the principal and took the feedback that 
he gave to make final revisions. The students then prepared their projects to 
present to our superintendent, Dr. Vodicka, through a variety of multimedia 
formats. The students were able to explain their rationale behind the new 
handbook in a clear, professional manner that rose to the expectation of being 
college and career ready.

Overall, this project was a great first introduction into PBL and the students 
are excited to continue this new adventure.

brian martes
Principal

families enjoy alamosa park’s 1st movie Night of the 2013-2014 School year, hosted by pta. 

2013 bronco bunch Staff



Covering the Vista Unified school district november 2013—January 2014  5

California Avenue
215 W. California Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/630-4870 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

learning from friends
While California Avenue School is best known for its renowned 

special education program, many visitors are surprised to learn 
that the special day classes are also fully integrated within our 
general education population. The benefit of children learning 
from one another is evident in the school setting every day. These 
“typically developing peers” easily become friends who serve as 
models for play, communication and social skills.

Karen Callahan, a classroom teacher and supervisor of the 
Typical Peer program, describes it as a “win-win situation.” Children 

with differing abilities can learn by observing and interacting with their peers, while 
the general education students learn about patience, kindness and compassion. 

This is evident during a walk through the school, when a 4-year-old is seen 
hurrying to hold the door wide open for his friend in a wheelchair. In another 
classroom, a 3-year-old sits and waits patiently while her classmate with limited 
verbal skills uses a speech output device to request a turn with her favorite toy.

In addition to providing a rigorous and comprehensive preschool curriculum 
designed to prepare students for kindergarten, our teachers are also highly 
trained and participate in ongoing professional development. Each of our 
students can access a variety of unique school resources, including a specially 
designed physical education program, computer lab, and swimming pool.

For more information about scheduling a tour, or questions about tuition 
or enrolling a preschooler in the Typical Peer Program, please contact Karen 
Callahan at California Avenue School.

rachel Schmidt
Principal

Breeze Hill Elementary
1111 Melrose Way, Vista, CA 92081 • 760/945-2373 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Home Computers!
On Saturday, October 5, sixty Breeze Hill families purchased 

refurbished computers through a partnership with the 
“Computers to San Diego Kids” program. At the event, the 
families also signed up to get home Internet access.

A partnership with community based organizations is a key 
component to the outreach effort that Breeze Hill is seeking to 
coordinate. During the event, parents expressed their gratitude 
and excitement about the opportunity to purchase a home 
computer with Internet access. One parent said, “This will make 
a huge difference in our child’s life!”

In addition to this event, Breeze Hill has also hosted a school garden work 
party, the annual PTA membership drive, a dine-out fundraiser at a local pizza 
parlor, and the annual PTA Fall Movie Night. On behalf of the entire school 
community, we wish to thank everyone who has helped to support the students, 
families and staff of Breeze Hill.

Steve Green
Principal

Casita Center Elementary
260 Cedar Rd., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/724-8442 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

a Staff of lifelong learners
Thirty staff members at Casita Center are going back to 

school to earn an International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary 
Years Program (PYP) certificate through Cal State San Marcos 
Extended Studies. The International Baccalaureate aims to 
develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people 
who help to create a better and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and respect.

Currently, 1,089 schools in 100 countries are authorized 
to teach the Primary Years Program. The PYP curriculum 

and approach to teaching is engaging, 
challenging and relevant. It is also value 
laden. Students inquire into and learn 
about issues that are locally and globally 
significant. Skills and positive attitudes 
are developed in the context of authentic 
situations. Thus, teachers provide 
learning environments that provoke 
curiosity and lead to responsible action 
initiated by the students. Graduates from 
Casita can continue the IB pathway at 
Vista Magnet Middle School and then at 
Vista High or Rancho Buena Vista High.

laura Smith
Principal

Volunteers prepare to distribute computers to families.

Empresa Elementary
4850 Avenida Empresa, Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/940-8454 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Dr. Cheree mcKean
Principal

Grapevine Elementary
630 Grapevine Rd., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-8329 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

fall festival 
Grapevine Elementary celebrated a well-attended Fall 

Festival with food, horses, games, performances and a scarecrow 
competition! Over 40 scarecrows were strategically displayed 
throughout the playground along with bales of hay and pumpkins, 
providing a very inviting fall scene on campus.

The event was sponsored by our terrific PTA, led by our 
president, Jennifer Valdez and supported by many parent 
volunteers. The event was organized by our wonderful Fall 

Festival Committee: 
Mrs. Stuber, Ms. Julie 
Walker, Mrs. Foster 
and Mrs. Henry. Our 
dedicated staff was 
there to support 
the event on this 
beautiful sunny 
Saturday.

Thank you to 
parents, staff and 
our Grapevine family 
for making this a 
memorable event. Our 
Grizzly families had 
a great time, and we 
know we are on our 
way to making this 
a yearly tradition. 
Happy fall, everyone!

rafael olavide
Principal

please see the front page for our article.



6  www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Lake Elementary
4950 Lake Blvd., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/945-5300 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

accelerated reader!
Accelerated Reader is an independent reading program that 

increases reading comprehension when accessed daily. Parents 
and staff collaborate to support students with their work at home.

Students select books at their independent reading level, read 
daily for 20 to 30 minutes, and take a comprehension quiz on the 
computer at school after they’re finished. Students must score at 
80 percent or higher to pass. The process begins again with the 
selection of a new book.

Parents support students and teachers by assisting with 
book selection, monitoring the reading minutes/log, and conversing with their 
children about the books. Comprehension increases as parents ask simple 
questions like What happened in the beginning, middle and end of the 
story? Who were the main characters? and What did you like best, and 
why? Parents can work with students on the VUSD website homepage, using 
Destiny to look up specific books and reading levels in the Lake Library. 
Monitoring the daily reading log is critical for student success.

Students complete a reading placement test at the beginning of the year. 
An independent reading level is established and is matched with the Zone of 
Proximal Development (ZPD), which describes the reading range. Students 
select an appropriate book that matches their ZPD from the classroom or school 
library. Teachers include daily-homework reading logs to track the books read 
and time spent reading.

Accelerated Reading has a website, www.arbookfindcom, on which parents, 
teachers and students can find the AR Level of most books. Let’s start reading!

Diane lambert
Principal

Hannalei Elementary
120 Hannalei Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/631-6248 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Character traits
The Vista Unified School District follows the values of trust, 

respect and collaboration. At Hannalei Elementary School we 
have embraced these values, and added character traits to follow 
throughout the school year.

The character traits of trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, 
caring, honesty and citizenship will be taught throughout the 
year in many ways. Our school honors one trait per month, and 
looks for examples from around the campus. We also try to infuse 
the trait within the classroom lessons and model good character 

every day.
Our school counselor teaches lessons using role playing and modeling. 

Additionally, she looks for students who demonstrate good character while on 
the playground. Once a month she holds a drawing at our Friday Flag ceremony 
for students to have lunch with her and the principal.

We most recently held a parent night around the lesson of Positive Parenting, 
with the character traits as a focus for them to use at home. Some of our 
parents also painted the traits on the ball-walls for our students to see when 
they play on the playground!

We are very proud of our school-wide focus, and look forward to seeing the 
results both in and out of the classroom, as our children learn to work together 
collaboratively as we prepare them for college and careers. Go, Stingrays!

tracy Zachry
Principal

Madison Middle School
4930 Lake Blvd., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/940-0176 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

expanding our Campus to Cyberspace
We got off to a great start at Madison Middle School, 

where over 1,200 Mustangs started the new school year. At 
our Character Expectations and Growth Mindset assemblies, 
students learned about the benefits of building their character 
and their academic ability through their own effort and 
perseverance.

As we transition to Common Core State Standards, teachers 
are working together to design lessons and activities that are 
aligned to the high expectations of the Common Core. Students 

in classes collaborate on higher-level thinking activities and learn to analyze 
complex texts. Visitors to classrooms notice high levels of student engagement 
and enthusiasm in both students and teachers.

For several years, we have been upgrading our technology infrastructure 
and purchasing computers and netbooks for student use. We have several 
“Computers on Wheels” with class sets of netbooks. This year, we will be adding 
Chromebooks, giving our students more access to computers while at school. 
We also participated in the “Computers for Kids” program, in which a number of 
Madison families were able to acquire computers and Internet access for their 
homes. Our students and teachers are particularly excited about the online 
resources available for class interaction. Many teachers use My Big Campus and 
Google Drive for students to turn in assignments and have online discussions. 
Madison this year is also piloting “Bring Your Own Device” for use in the 
classroom, greatly expanding student access to resources at school. This is an 
exciting time for us at MMS; to see what’s happening here, follow us on Twitter 
at #madisonvusd.

Susan ford
Principal

Foothill Oak Elementary
1370 Oak Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-3458 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

many thanks
Over the course of the past few months, the center area of 

Foothill Oak has been transformed into a fully functional outdoor 
learning center.

We are grateful to our Foothill Oak families, Grace Presbyterian 
Church, Olivenhain Pioneer Elementary, and the Business Men’s 
Fellowship. They made possible an incredible outdoor learning 
center for our students to use as they create, collaborate and 
investigate. The produce we grow will be processed through our 
food services department and enjoyed by our students during lunch.

We are also 
celebrating our 
relationship with San 
Marcos University 
(CSUSM) and 
the University of 
California, San Diego 
(UCSD), who both 
encourage their 
university students to 
volunteer at our school 
as part of their service-
learning hours.

The CSUSM 
volunteers read 
with our first-grade 
students, and the 
UCSD students are 
part of the UCSD 
Global TIES K–12 
program. They work 
with our fourth-grade 
students focusing on 
STEM projects.

Dr. erin english
Principal

Please see our ad
on the back page.
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Maryland Elementary
700 North Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/631-6675 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

makos make it happen! 
Our 5th graders did a research project on a natural disaster 

of their choice. They used the internet, books from the library, 
and their reading texts in class to find information and organize 
it into a 5 paragraph report. The students then created 3-d 
models of their natural disaster to present to the class. They 
used a variety of materials to create erupting volcanos and the 
simulation of a tsunami. Other examples of the natural disasters 
chosen were hurricanes, tornadoes, wild fires, floods, and sand 
storms. 

Carol labreche
Principal

Mission Vista High School
1306 Melrose Dr., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/758-6800 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Innovative Courses
Mission Vista High School (MVHS) offers courses in all the 

traditional high school subjects, but the school is equally proud of 
the many innovative courses offered to students both inside and 
outside of these traditional subject areas.

In the Music Department, the school offers students the 
opportunity to be part of a steel drum ensemble or take courses 
in digital musical composition. The works of musical composition 
students are regularly featured at a local electronics store and 
the steel drum ensemble has been featured on the Fox 5 Morning 

News program and at music industry conferences.
The History Department offers an elective course entitled “Socio-Political 

History of Rock and Roll.” Students in this course learn modern history through 
the eyes of musicians of the time.

In the field of science, students have the option of taking a complete series of 
electives in biomedical sciences, including a capstone course in which students 
design innovative solutions to health challenges and present their findings to 
local healthcare professionals.

The school has a very popular and challenging series of courses in computer 
science which lead to an advanced-level, computer-game programming course 
in which students learn cutting- edge video-game design.

Beyond these highlighted courses, MVHS has unique and innovative 
offerings in every academic department. By offering a block schedule along 
with a wide variety of courses, MVHS gives students the opportunity to explore 
new subjects and gain a deeper understanding of subjects that interest them.

Craig Wiblemo
Principal

Mission Meadows Elementary
5657 Spur Ave., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/630-7884 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

a modern focus
Exciting times are happening in education today! We can 

easily witness this by walking through the classrooms at Mission 
Meadows Elementary School.

Our teachers are currently implementing newly designed 
lessons that focus on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). 
The transition to CCSS provides our students with a strategic 
curricular focus. Not only does CCSS offer students the ability to 
improve their critical reading, writing and mathematical skills, 
our teachers have also provided them with the opportunity to 

hone their analytical speaking and listening abilities by encouraging “student 
to student” small-group partnerships. This conversational discourse provides 
avenues for the students to share and support each other’s respective opinions 
regarding the topics of discussion.

Though the Common Core State Standards are an important and essential 
transformational process in today’s educational environment, it is also 
important to note that Mission Meadows celebrates and nurtures the whole 
child through experiences in art, character education, physical education, 
science and technology.

To provide as many enrichment opportunities as possible both during 
and outside the instructional day, Mission Meadows has also partnered with 
various after-school enrichment programs. Students can currently choose from 
between arts and crafts activities, band, basketball, chess, science, and Biz 
Town, a career-choices simulation program for the fifth grade. 

With the transition to CCSS, and our wide range of activities, Mission 
Meadows Elementary School is providing its students with the opportunity to 
develop as well-rounded learners. Our 21st-century learning focus is actively 
preparing our students for the future.

bill porter
Principal

Monte Vista Elementary
1720 Monte Vista Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-0410 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Happy 50th birthday, monte Vista!
Monte Vista Elementary School celebrates its 50th birthday 

this year. The PTA helped us kick off a year of celebration on 
September 17 with a big birthday party that included a 50-
foot cake. Staff and students dressed in their fanciest clothes 
during the ceremony. Former teachers, principals, students, 
and parents joined current students, staff and district officials 
for the celebration. Other celebration opportunities are planned 
throughout the year, with the next event planned during our Fall 
Festival on October 26.

In honor of our 50th birthday, parents, staff members, and community 
members have been busy beautifying the campus. A beautiful new sign greets 
visitors when entering the campus. We’ve also added a new pergola shade 
structure and mural in front of the school. While on campus, you’ll also notice 
our newly painted “pencil” poles, basketball backboards, and handball courts.

Charlene manuto
Principal
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Murray High School
215 N. Melrose, Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-2502 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

talk about learning!
One of the 

unique features 
we have at Murray 
High School is our 
“21st-Century” 
program, which is 
also known as the 
“San Diego County 
Office of Education 

After-School Safety and 
Enrichment for Teens – SDCOE 
ASSETS” program.

Since continuation 
schools serve students from 
predominately low-income 
neighborhoods, where positive 
opportunities for social 
extracurricular activities and 
expanded learning programs 
are limited, ASSETS provides 
the funding to support such 
advantages as academic 
assistance and enrichment, 
physical activities, and even a 
nutritional snack. 

As a result of this special grant 
funding, for the past several years 
our Murray students have benefitted from activities such as before- and after-
school tutoring, CAHSEE preparation, steel drum and guitar classes, cooking 
and art classes, and co-curricular athletic teams in flag football, basketball and 
soccer.

Chuck Hoover
Principal

Rancho Buena Vista High School
1601 Longhorn Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/727-7284 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

personal Choices
Rancho Buena Vista is excited to announce the launch of 

several new initiatives this year!
RBV’s goal is to provide innovative educational opportunities 

for all students. To this end, we have embarked upon a 
partnership with a local university to bring the STEM field to our 
students, and to bring our students to the STEM field through 
hands-on research experiences.

Students will experience life as a real scientist, taking part in 
university-style research to learn the thrills of physics, chemistry, 

math and engineering. This will be at either RBV or through the STEM cafes 
and demos, or directly on the CSUSM campus.

In other STEM news, Rancho is excited to announce the launch of a 
robotics course next year. In an effort to extend STEM and other educational 
technologies, we recently partnered with a local cable company to provide over 
100 computers and low-cost internet to our families.

Additionally, in order to help all students attain educational excellence, 
and to support the district’s goal of ensuring that the students we have will 
stay with us, attend school more often, and improve in their behavior, we have 
expanded Project AWARE to two cohorts every Friday. This program will 
empower students to recognize and alter the choices they make, and turn at-
risk individuals into healthy, caring and productive citizens.

These new, progressive and creative approaches to education are only 
possible through the dedication, passion and efforts of our village: our amazing 
students, staff, parents and community! Thank you for all you do.

Chuck Schindler
Principal

Olive Elementary
836 Olive Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/724-7129 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Common Core Implementation
Olive teachers are working collaboratively to implement cross-

curricular project-based learning to support the new Common 
Core Standards. Olive 5th grade students recently completed 
writing projects in which they tied together information they 
learned about writing personal narratives, “The Earth Inside and 
Out” unit from the English Language Development curriculum, 
and chemical reactions in science. Fifth graders culminated their 
expertise by building and erupting volcanoes. Third-graders 
worked with city of Vista engineer Jason Christman to design 

structures that could withstand natural disasters; the “engineering students” 
learned the process of design, build, test and rebuild. Second-graders are 
enjoying “Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)” in Mr. Kurnik’s classroom.

Student engagement has increased with the ability of demonstrating their 
learning in different ways, including writing, illustrating, mathematics and 
language arts. Early reviews for the BYOD implementation have been very 
positive, especially from the parents.

adalia lavado
Principal

murray players celebrate win over alta!

In fact, just recently our Murray football team defeated perennial power 
Alta Vista High School by 24–18 in a double-overtime thriller. Talk about a 
positive extracurricular activity!

Happy thanksgiving
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Roosevelt Middle School
850 Sagewood Dr., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/726-8003 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Devising Success through Devices
As we embark on new national educational reforms, Roosevelt 

is committed to providing opportunities for our students to 
gain 21st-century experiences through integrating technology 
into our classrooms. The district IT department prepared well 
during summer for this transition by installing the wireless 
infrastructure. We’re piloting BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) in 
nine classrooms. This is a picture of Ms. Daoust and her sixth-
graders using technology to enhance a social studies lesson.

We’re 
providing five iPads and 
10 Google Chrome Books 
in each pilot classroom to 
serve students that don’t 
own their own devices. 
We’ll extend this pilot to 
other classrooms next 
year and ultimately have 
it in all classrooms within 
the next three years.

All these changes 
fall under our two core 
values: providing a 
nurturing environment 
for all our students and 
having high academic 
standards rooted in 
the 4 Cs: Collaboration, 
Communication, Creativity 
and Critical thinking. It’s 
going to be a fun ride, so 
come catch the WAVE!

anthony barela
Principal

Rancho Minerva Middle School
2245 Foothill Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-4500 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

embracing Challenge
Rancho Minerva Middle School is having a wonderful year! 

The enthusiasm of the students, staff, and parent community 
can be seen through many wonderful lessons in the classroom, 
innovation in our professional learning communities, and 
attendance at our family events.

The teaching staff at Rancho Minerva is embracing the 
challenges of transitioning to the Common Core State Standards 
and collaborating together to share best practices. Many teachers 
have led professional development on their pieces to the CCSS 

transition puzzle. A general sense of collaboration, risk-taking, and innovation 
can be sensed throughout campus.

Rancho Minerva celebrated the beginning of the school year with a very 
successful Back-to-School Night. Parents packed the gymnasium to meet 
the staff and follow their student’s schedules. In October, over 150 families 
attended the second annual Latino Health Care Expo. Students in all grade 
levels listened to stories of how they can enter the healthcare career field and 
be successful in the future.

Many exciting things are happening at Rancho Minerva!

ben Gaines
Principal

Sierra Vista High School
325 E. Bobier St., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/758-3400 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

CDe Workability transition program
The largest grant funded through the California Department 

of Education, WorkAbility 1 (WA1) is well-utilized in our district. 
Studies have demonstrated that our students with special needs 
are much less likely to find gainful employment after graduation 
with either a diploma or a certificate of completion. Much of this 
has traditionally been because of a lack of emphasis on career and 
vocational education in the K–12 system. WA1 funds projects to 
fill that educational gap.

Any high school or adult-transition program (ATP) student 
with an IEP is qualified to be served by the WA1 grant. Currently, not only 
are students learning how to work and being supported in determining their 
career choices but also hundreds are being actually placed into part-time jobs 
and paid through the grant funding. VUSD students are working in diverse 
business locations that include retail stores, restaurants, movie theaters, our 
local hospital, child-care centers, skate parks, industrial metal shops and 
pharmacies.

Offices for WA1 are located on the VHS and RBV campuses as well as the 
ATP campus, formerly Sierra Vista. Four WA1 Specialists and I are working 
directly with students and companies in addition to coordinating career 
education with district staff. It’s a multifaceted and complex program but well-
worth the effort. Students who previously would have struggled to compete are 
out there working as well as learning and developing vital skills toward careers 
of their choice.

Chris altona
Principal

Temple Heights Elementary
1550 Temple Heights Dr., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/631-6242 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

families enjoy Camping at School
Temple Heights Elementary School transformed into the 

great outdoors when 100 families pitched tents on the field for a 
campout. Participants enjoyed games, songs, a wildlife assembly, 
and movie before bedding down in their tents.

Students compared the night to a giant slumber party 
with their friends. A flashlight scavenger hunt was a huge 
hit. Competing in teams, families scoured the school, using 
flashlights to find hidden items.

Wild Wonders treated everyone to a wildlife show complete 
with close-up encounters with rainforest dwellers. A kinkajou and a macaw 
made an appearance, but the night’s sensation was an enormous boa constrictor 
held up by a whole line of students!

Of course, what’s a campout without sticky s’mores to end the night before 
tents zipped up and families and friends curled up tight in their sleeping bags.

Goodnight, Dragons!

Kim morton
Principal
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Vista High School
1 Panther Way, Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-5611 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Celebrations!
On September 19, Vista High School held a celebration in our 

library to recognize our 31 Advanced Placement (AP) Scholars, 
our four International Baccalaureate (IB) Seven Milestone 
Scholars, our National Merit Scholarship Program Semifinalist, 
and our National Hispanic Recognition Program Scholar.

The 12th-grade AP Scholars were recognized for having 
average scores from 3–3.5 on three to five AP exams they had 
taken in their sophomore and junior years. The four IB Seven 
Milestone Scholars scored seven on one or more IB tests!

Ms. Anne Green, Director of Secondary Curriculum and Instruction, spoke at 
our celebration, reminding these students that their successes, along with their 
selection of rigorous IB and AP coursework, will challenge them to continue in 
college to be scholars, to dream big, and to accomplish greatness.

For more information about these scholars, go to http://vhs-vistausd-ca.
schoolloop.com/honors. 

Steve James
Principal

Vista Magnet Middle School
151 Escondido Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-5766 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Vipers engage in Service learning
As an International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme 

World School, all Vista Magnet Middle School (VMMS) students 
participate in a minimum of three community and service events 
each year. In eighth grade, student complete community and 
service projects related to their Capstone project topics. This fall, 
VMMS students have begun engaging in a variety of events to 
serve their community.

On October 12, students assisted children and community 
members with the Alta Vista Gardens Fall Festival.  Students also 
engaged in service at the Vista Festival of the Arts as they helped 

youngsters create works of arts. Additionally, Vipers have kicked off a shoe 
drive fund-raiser for children from socioeconomically disadvantaged homes in 
developing nations. 

An eighth-grade student from VMMS stated, “At first you don’t always want 
to do service, but once you get there you realize you make a difference, and 
that’s awesome.”

margaret 
Jacobson
Principal

Vista Academy of Visual & Performing Arts
600 N. Santa Fe Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/941-0880 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

aSeS enrichment Clubs
Sizzle! Splat! Flash! Crack! Drip! Match! These are the sounds 

you’ll hear on a typical afternoon as students in the After School 
Education and Safety program at Vista Academy participate in 
weekly enrichment clubs!

Is there a healthy way to make pizza? Cooking Club knows 
how! In addition, they are learning about nutrition and how to 
safely prepare food dishes.

Who can enhance an image using the Snapseed Ipad app? 
Yearbook Club can! They are also learning how to document 
events through photography and interviewing techniques.

Who will capture the flag? Outdoor Games Club will! Players are taught 
drills and  sportsmanship.

Summon Dark Blade! Defeat monster by a difference of 400 points! Yu-Gi-Oh 
Club is taught strategic thinking and place value by comparing large numbers.

What color do red and blue make? Art Club knows and is also learning 
techniques such as transferring images and using symmetry and patterns.

How does a seed grow? Gardening Club can tell you! They are experiencing 
nature and using microscopes to study soil samples. 

Catina Hancock
Principal

Students from VmmS help in the alta Vista Gardens at 
brengle terrace park for the fall fun festival.

®
Education+Communication=A Better Nation

Join Our Sales Team!
Work from Your Home 20 Publications to Sell

Choose the area you know best!
Perfect for:

Stay-at-home Moms/Dads
Retirees...You!

•	 Name	your	own	hours
•	 25%	Commission
•	 Sales	experience	helpful

Ask for Kay 562-493-3193
kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com • www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Vista Visions Academy
305 E. Bobier Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/724-4785 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us.

Swinging into Cyberlearning
Vista Visions Academy students and teachers are excited 

about integrating technology into classwork this fall. Teachers 
use their weekly collaboration time to explore Web 2.0 tools 
including Animoto, GoAnimate, Voki, Word Clouds, Wiki Spaces 
and Google. They also teach students to use to complete their 
assignments.

“Now, that was fun!” commented teacher Sandy Ashcraft after 
creating her first GoAnimate.

High school classes are now online, so students access and 
turn in their assignments through Haiku. Teachers can provide feedback and 
grades, and conference with students online. Students have given positive 
feedback.

“That was so cool!” 
said one student after 
videoconferencing with his 
teacher.

Middle school students 
used Google and PowerPoint 
to create posters for entry 
in the Cybersecurity Poster 
Contest, researching their 
topic and creating original 
artwork. Elementary 
students are learning 
about Digital Citizenship 
and are beginning to use 
My Big Campus to access 
their assignments and have 
academic discussions

ebon brown
Principal

Washington Middle School
740 Olive Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-7115 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

New Courses offered
Washington Middle School is excited to offer its students the 

same opportunities as the larger middle schools, but still feature 
the safety and relationships of a smaller campus.

To highlight the opportunities at Washington Middle School, 
this year we have added several elective course offerings in which 
our students can enroll. Eighty-six percent of all Washington 
Middle School students are qualified to attend an elective class 
based on their academics. 

This year we are offering 
new electives that support 
applied math literacy and 
applied ELA proficiency. 
These courses include 
robotics and computer 
programming, rocketry and 
flight, drama, social issues of 
the 20th century, literature 
explorers, and photography.

There are also new 
leadership courses, such 
as Character Leaders and 
Encuentros. In addition 
to these new offerings, 
Washington Middle School 
continues to offer traditional 
electives such as AVID, 
ASB, Yearbook, Explorer, 
beginning and advanced 
bands, and art.

Dr. eric Chagala
Principal

High school practice using new technology tools during 
advisory with teacher michelle Spencer.

lacrosse—Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOt in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put Vista in subject line)

Rules!!!

Entries must be received by December 15, 2013
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

AttAck

cleAts

coAch

creAse

Defense

fielD

GoAl keeper

heAD

helmets 

miDDies

mouth GuArD

net

plAyers

rules

score

shAft

siDe lines

stick

teAms

uniforms

Congratulations to Jack Gemmell
Winner of the September Word Search Contest!

Word Search by Kai Coop
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