
Covering the Vista Unified School District
VolUme 2, ISSUe 5 FebrUary —aprIl 2014

®Education + Communication = A Better Nation

Innovation & Design

SUperIntenDent
One of our 

strategies to promote 
the success of every 
student is to provide 
a range of educational 
options. This includes 
magnet pathways 
that begin at the 
elementary level 
at Casita and Vista 

Academy of Visual and Performing 
Arts, programs at Vista Magnet 
Middle School and the new Vista 
Innovation and Design Academy, 
and the dual-magnet Mission Vista 
High School. Casita Learning Center 
and Vista Magnet Middle School 
each have a “STEM” focus (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics). Vista Academy and 
the Vista Innovation and Design 
Academy have more of an arts 
emphasis that embeds extensive use 
of technology.  The “dual-magnet” 
programs at Mission Vista are the 
arts and technology.

In addition to these emphases, 
we are building a comprehensive 
International Baccalaureate program 
with both Casita and Vista Academy 
in the initial training stages, a 
“Middle Years Programme” at Vista 
Magnet Middle, and continued 
“Diploma Programmes” at Vista 
High School and Rancho Buena 
Vista High School. The idea behind 
the International Baccalaureate 
is to nurture the natural curiosity 
children have about the world 
around them, to encourage 
them to ask questions, to think 
globally and discover how to solve 
problems on their own. Founded in 
Geneva, Switzerland in 1968, the 
International Baccalaureate Program 
works with nearly 3,670 schools in 
148 countries with an enrollment of 
more than 1.1 million students.

An emerging option for students is 
the development of the Vista Visions 

Devin
Vodicka, ed.D.

See Superintendent • Page 11

Serving the Students and Community
Today nearly 150,000 citizens serve local 

communities as School Board members. This is the 
largest category of elected public officials in the 
United States. School Boards provide direction and 
oversight for the professionals who manage the 
day-to-day operations of the schools. In the Vista 
Unified School District, there are approximately 
2,600 professionals, including certificated and 
classified personnel.

Effective School Boards are responsible for involving 
community, parents, students, and staff in the development of a 
common vision with a focus that all students learn. They must at 
all times advocate for the children by overseeing the structured 
programs that effectively ensure children are educated and at 
the same time ascertain wise use of the taxpayers’ money.

Among the most important and at the same time 
difficult responsibilities of the Board as a team is to hire 
the superintendent so that the vision, goals, and policies of 
the district can be implemented. School Boards as elected 
individuals provide accountability to the community for 
the overall direction of the school district and retain the 
superintendent of schools who has the individual responsibility 
to manage all district employees.

See Board of education • Page 11
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By Ray Huard
Elementary school art teacher 

Kathryn Olson has received a 
statewide arts award from the 
California Art Education Association. 
The annual Ruth Jansen Award is 
meant to recognize those individuals 
who have achieved the highest level 
of professionalism in the field of art 
education.

Olson, who is a visual arts teacher 
at Vista Academy of Visual and 
Performing Arts, said, “I’ve been 
teaching for 35 years, and it’s always 
nice to be honored for the hard work 
you do.”

Olson’s colleagues said the 
award was well deserved. “She is 
truly a gem for our district and 
community,” said Anne Green, the 
district’s director of curriculum and 
instruction. Green praised Olson 
for her “outstanding leadership and 

Vista arts teacher Wins State award
expertise” as the district implements 
a strategic arts plan to fit new 
Common Core State Standards.

Dance specialist Joan Lancial said 
Olson was “an amazing art teacher.” 
Fellow art teacher Susan Clark said 
Olson was “always such a positive 
influence for the arts in our district.” 
And teacher Atalya Aviv called Olson 
“our campus rock star.”

A 1973 graduate of Vista High 
School, Olson has strong family ties 
to the school district and education 
in general. “I was raised in Vista 
schools,” Olson said. Both of her 
parents worked for the district, her 
husband, Jim, is a former charter 
school teacher, and her daughter, 
Stephanie, 22, is a first-grade teacher 
in Fullerton.

Kathryn olson

A new magnet 
middle school 
serving students 
in grades 6-8 will 
be opening for the 
2014-15 school 
year. The name 
of the school is the Vista Innovation & Design 
Academy (VIDA). The theme of the magnet 
school is “Innovation & Design.” This means that 
we will nourish the creative thinking skills of all 
students by approaching problem solving through 
the highly-renowned Design Thinking process. 
This will empower students to take what they 
have learned and apply those skills to create 
non-traditional solutions to yesterday’s, today’s, 
and tomorrow’s problems. We will offer a rigorous 
curriculum focused on design through Humanities, 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math), 
Creative Arts, and Wellness. Throughout February 
we will be holding family information nights at 
VUSD elementary schools. In addition, we will 
hold family information sessions on site in March. 
Please visit our website at www.vidasharks.com for 
specific information. Follow us on Twitter  
@VIDASHARKS

See ViSta artS teacher • Page 11
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By now your year is off to a great 
start and you are well on your way to 
applying your New Year’s resolutions, 
if you made any. We are beginning 
our second year publishing the 
excellence from VUSD.  

Dr. Vodicka’s message in this issue 
highlights the range of educational 
options available to students. Advances 
in technology in the classroom 
changes the way students learn, but 
the basics remain the same. As I am 
writing this on a computer I reflect 
on how the changes in the typewriter 
used to seem so amazing...from 
manual to electric...am I the only one 
who remembers the typewriter?

Our next issue is May 14.
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Earn your Added Authorization in ASD with our fully online Commission on 
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With our program you’ll gain:
• Background in theory/research required to understand and share literature 

and research on ASD.
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therapists, social service and other professionals to work effectively with  
students with ASD.
• In depth exploration of characteristics, positive behavior supports, academic 

strategies, and helpful community collaboration for students with ASD.
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“THINK FASTER TO LEARN MORE”
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www.encinitaslearningcenter.com

• If your child experiences reading 
and/or school failure . . .

• If you home school because your 
child needs so much help . . .

• If your child learns best one to 

One year of Intensive Intervention
It can make a difference 

in YOUR child’s life!
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Alta Vista High School
1575 Bonair Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-3775 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Intervention programs
Every student who attends Alta Vista needs some level of 

support or intervention to reach their goal of graduation, and so 
our intervention program at AVHS is in high-speed mode every day.

Our intervention specialist, Julie King, brings much-
needed resources to our campus. We begin each month with 
identifying a special character trait, such as trustworthiness, 
respect, responsibility, caring, honesty and citizenship. We then 
encourage all students to exhibit behaviors that are related 
to this trait. Students who demonstrate good character are 
recognized monthly by Alta staff.

We have also forged a strong relationship with various community agencies 
to bring counseling programs to our campus. Onsite counseling and small 
groups like our “Ladies First” and “Project Reach” programs touch the lives of 
students who want to develop better coping and decision-making skills. The 
Vista Teen Outreach program also provides free food, clothing and emotional 
support for our students. They recently provided over 100 pairs of cleats to our 
students for use in football and rugby.

Each Alta Vista student also completes an individual action plan that is 
reviewed weekly with Ms. King. Parents are included in meetings every two 
weeks for an update on student progress, and to brainstorm new interventions.

But perhaps our best intervention is having college students come to AVHS 
to provide individual and group tutoring. Last trimester, students from CSUSM 
provided over 500 hours of service to our school. We firmly believe that our 
intervention programs will help all students succeed.

Joann Jones
Principal

Alamosa Park Elementary
5130 Alamosa Park Dr., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/940-0700 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

learning through Sharing
On January 10, Alamosa Park Elementary School was filled 

with visitors touring the second grade’s Seventh Annual Family 
Museum. Students studied ancestors in their social studies 
unit and brought in artifacts, documents, and primary and 
secondary sources to share. Each student’s museum display 
showcased a special object and a written description of its origin 
and importance. Honored guests included parents and students 
of other grade levels touring the classrooms. Students stayed 
by their displays for the majority of the tour, either reading or 
verbally summarizing their writing for visitors before going on 

their own tour of other rooms.
A wide range of important entries made up this year’s museum. One first-

grader shared, “My partner had a crown from her mom’s wedding.” Various 
branches of the military were represented in photographs and awards, 
including a Purple Heart. Other artifacts showcased a variety of immigrant 
stories and celebrated athletes including a famous baseball player and an 
Olympic Gold Medal winner. Student writing conveyed anticipation about 
objects passed on for generations that would someday belong to them.

Touring the museum myself, I was impressed with the confidence 
and excitement with which students shared their family histories. The 
museum provided a unique opportunity for students to learn through reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening and make meaningful connections to history. 
One student summed up the spirit of the event when she wrote, “Family 
is special and should be cherished.”

nicole  
hendricks

Interim Principal

Bobier Elementary
220 W. Bobier Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-8501 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

a Familiar Face
Anita Alfonso has been the principal of Bobier Elementary 

School since July of 2010. During her tenure, she has worked 
hard with the faculty, staff, and parents to increase the rigor of 
student work and improve overall student performance. Vista 
Unified School District is transitioning to the Common Core State 
Standards, and Bobier has been working to integrate them into 
daily instruction.

Ms. Alfonso lives in Riverside and drove to the school each 
day. At times her daily commute took more than four hours. This 

much time spent in transit eventually led Ms. Alfonso to accept a principal 
position in Menifee.

David Lacey, a retired principal with the district, has returned to Bobier 
to lead the Broncos until a new permanent principal is found. Mr. Lacey was 
the principal at Bobier twice before and considers it an honor to work with the 
students, families, and staff of this dynamic elementary school. 

David lacey
Interim Principal

Beaumont Elementary
550 Beaumont Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-4040 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

College-bound bears
The students at Beaumont Elementary are on the road to 

college. Each classroom has adopted a college and is actively 
learning about what it takes to go to college and how college life 
is different from life at Beaumont.

All students at the school are working on a project to learn 
everything that they can about their adopted university. Even at 
the early year of kindergarten, college readiness is the essential 
element on our campus. We embrace the Vista Unified belief that 
all students will be college ready when they graduate from high 

school and have meet the requirements to move on to the university level.
Our school community knows that elementary education is the foundation 

of all future academic achievement. Every member of our staff believes that 
each student is capable of meeting academic standards and that they have the 
ability to make this happen for all of our students. Classrooms are planning 
on trips to the various universities in the area and have had guest speakers 

come to the school to 
speak with the students 
about college life. We 
have also provided 
learning opportunities 
for parents through our 
Parent University events 
at the school. Experts 
from our staff and other 
agencies teach classes 
for parents to help them 
become better equipped 
to support their children 
at school. In the end, 
the parents have the 
opportunity to receive a 
“degree” in their child’s 
education.

brian martes
Principal

®
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California Avenue
215 W. California Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/630-4870 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

a Community of Friends
While the preschool classes at California Avenue have a unique 

blend of typically developing children and children with special 
needs, the elementary-age students benefit from interactions 
with same-age peers at our neighboring school.

Each week, fourth-grade students from Mr. Hector De Leon’s 
class at the Vista Academy of Visual and Performing Arts 
join their Cal Ave peers for opportunities to interact during 
instruction, music and circle time activities. The Cal Ave students 
in Mr. Mike Zeroski’s classroom, who have a variety of physical, 

communication, and health challenges, look forward to hearing a story read 
by a new friend, imitating movements during a song, or collaborating on an art 
project.

In this reverse-
mainstreaming 
scenario, both 
groups of students 
have much to 
learn from one 
another. Some of 
these young VAPA 
students also 
volunteer during 
summer school. 
They develop a 
passion for some 
day working with 
children who have 
special needs.

rachel Schmidt
Principal

Breeze Hill Elementary
1111 Melrose Way, Vista, CA 92081 • 760/945-2373 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Collaboration
Breeze Hill teachers are meeting every month as part of 

a collaborative process that is focused on both transforming 
instruction and learning how to align with the Common Core 
State Standards and 21st century skills. Following the district’s 
model, every grade level now meets for half a day each month. 
But that’s not all!

Teachers are also meeting after school to continue their 
dialogue and share best practices and/or refine strategies. The 
Common Core initiative has allowed teachers more flexibility in 

the strategies, resources and materials they use to enhance the curriculum and 
impact student learning. As a result, our students are benefiting from teacher 
collaboration, and are being exposed to a more diverse and rich curriculum full 
of opportunities to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in multiple ways.

The use of technology to enhance instruction and engage our students is one 
example of a “best practice” that the school is employing. Breeze Hill teachers 
and students are engaged in pilot projects for math (ST MATH in grades two, 
three and four); science, technology, engineering and math (Defined STEM 
in grades four and five); and one-on-one assessment (ESGI in grades K–1) to 
measure progress and differentiate learning opportunities.

Breeze Hill will host its next round of Common Core informational evenings 
during the spring of 2014. Parents can receive information about the Common 
Core Standards, view examples of student activities, and learn about what can 
be done at home to connect offsite learning with the classroom.

Steve green
Principal

Casita Center Elementary
260 Cedar Rd., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/724-8442 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

the outdoor Classroom
Casita Center’s campus hosts a coastal stream corridor of the 

Buena Vista Creek sub-watershed. Students, teachers, parents 
and community members are now working together to restore 
this riparian habitat and turn it into an outdoor classroom.

We are currently stabilizing the upland areas and slopes with 
native coastal sage scrub to reduce erosion and siltation into the 
wetlands. We anticipate that the water quality of the wetlands 
will improve. By increasing the native plant diversity within the 
riparian and emergent wetland, we will be reviving the native 

plants and wildlife to this urban area. The end result will be an amazing 
schoolyard habitat with seating areas, trails and access to the water.

Being a magnet school with a STEM focus, this outdoor classroom will 
provide real-life experiences to our students. They will have an opportunity to 
observe wildlife, monitor water quality and erosion, and study the recovery of 
the area and the health of the ecosystem.

laura Smith
Principal

Empresa Elementary
4850 Avenida Empresa, Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/940-8454 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Fun run
This past fall kindergarten through fifth-grade students 

participated in Empresa Elementary School’s second annual 
Jog-a-Thon. The goal of the event was to raise money for a track, 
which will be built on the school’s large grassy field.

The Fun Run combined the power of a strong, student-
centered curriculum with students learning through action. 
The coaches spent an entire week at the school, encouraging 
students with highly motivating character lessons and increased 
movement during recess. Each day students participated in 

character lessons based on the theme, “Power Up: Positive Attitude, Others 
First, Working Together, Exercise, and Responsibility.”

On the day of the 
event, students ran laps 
while being cheered on 
my parents, teachers, 
and the Oceanside Police 
Department. Parent 
Cindy Huff said, “My son 
was not a runner before 
this event. Now he wants 
to be a part of the school’s 
running club.”

This event not only 
raised $30,000, it helped 
students experience 
the benefits of exercise 
while learning about 
the importance of great 
character.

Dr. Cheree mcKean
Principal

mr. De leon’s students showcase their musical abilities 
during a holiday performance at California avenue School.
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Grapevine Elementary
630 Grapevine Rd., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-8329 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Something to Celebrate
Grapevine Elementary takes pride in honoring our best 

Grizzlies at our weekly and monthly achievement assemblies. 
Every Friday, our school celebrates our Grizzly spirit. Our 
students, staff and parents convene on the playground to 
celebrate the hundreds of students who have met their reading 
goals; the “Grizzlies of the Week,” are recognized for their 
academic and character excellence. This assembly shows our 
community the great values that bring us together.

Monthly, students, teachers and parents gather in the 
multipurpose room to honor the Students of the Month for their academic 
excellence and the Grizzlies of the Month for their character-education merit. 
These extraordinary students receive awards and certificates.

We’re proud to add another award to honor and motivate students who are 
making progress: the Bringing Up Grades (BUG) award. School board and 
Kiwanis member Carol Herrera presented the very first BUG awards at the 
December assembly with a group of fellow Kiwanis members. This was a festive 
celebration to honor our students.

rafael olavide
Principal

Lake Elementary
4950 Lake Blvd., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/945-5300 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Community Connections
It is a goal at Lake Elementary to have our children 

become community contributors. Each student participates in 
community-based educational programs and experiences to help 
enhance learning and achievement.

With the board’s goal to engage students in service-learning 
projects tied to the Common Core Standards, we are all working 
together to extend this effort into the community. For example, 
many classrooms are working with a local nursing home to 
provide services related to their classroom learning. They make 

monthly visits to share work and support the community.
The staff and community are interconnected, and the success of all students 

depends upon a strong partnership between parents, staff, students and 
administration. But communication with our community members is key, and 
so we actively encourage their participation by inviting them into our Lake 
family. We also strongly support the many partnerships we have built over time.

We look 
forward to 
extending 
this 
experience 
with rich 
service-
learning 
projects 
that will 
further 
strengthen 
our Lake 
community.

Diane lambert
Principal

Hannalei Elementary
120 Hannalei Dr., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/631-6248 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

hannalei Students are reading millions!
At Hannalei Elementary School we have a strong focus on 

reading.  We currently track reading through our Renaissance 
Learning Program that we call Accelerated Reader ( AR). All 
students know their AR level and select books to read during 
library time that are at their independent reading level. Every 
Friday we celebrate weekly accomplishments for students at 
each grade level during our Friday Flag Ceremony. This year, 
after 87 days of school, our students have read 40,460,903 words 
and a total of 10,125 books which equates to about 15 books per 

student. We have four millionaire readers and 13 students who have read over 
500,000 words thus far and are on track to be millionaire readers!  The more 
you read, the more you know. Hannalei Stingrays have been stung by books!

tracy Zachry
Principal

Foothill Oak Elementary
1370 Oak Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-3458 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

building Writing Skills
It has been a wonderful year at Foothill Oak Elementary 

School. This year our focus has been on writing. Starting as 
early as our transitional kindergarten class, our children are 
encouraged to write about what they are learning in every 
subject area. We started the year by providing them with 
sentence frames or sentence starters. At this time of the year, 
our students’ ideas 
are popping with 
minimal support. 

They proudly share what they 
are thinking in mathematics, 
language arts, social studies, and 
visual and performing arts.

As we transition to the 
Common Core State Standards, 
we are helping our students 
develop the skills of 21st-century 
learners. We invested in our 
students’ future by providing 
them with technology tools to 
express their thoughts. Students 
in every grade level now have 
access to electronic tablets and 
laptops to help build their writing 
skills.

Dr. erin english
Principal

Foothill oak second graders using an ipad to write.
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Maryland Elementary
700 North Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/631-6675 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Using technology
Maryland teachers and students embrace technology. Most 

classrooms come equipped with Netbooks, iPads and Star Boards. 
Teachers prepare lessons that require their students to use 
technology for research, learning activities and presentations. 
The students in the second grade use IPads to access applications 
that reinforce spelling concepts.

Our transitional kindergarten class regularly uses the Star 
Board for teaching students. Today they were learning the 
months of the year. During their rotation time the students will 

open application activities such as letter recognition, sounds and many other 
skills to help prepare them for kindergarten next year.

The third- through 
fifth-grade students 
explore many topics in 
social studies and science. 
These students are 
researching the Native 
American tribes of the 
Southwest. In groups, they 
decide the information 
that they will present 
to the class by adding 
pictures and narratives to 
“tell” the story of the tribe.

At Maryland, our Makos 
make technology happen!

Carol labreche
Principal

Madison Middle School
4930 Lake Blvd., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/940-0176 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Common Core preparation
At Madison Middle School, we are looking forward to an 

exciting spring as we acquire new technology and continue to 
prepare our students for the new Common Core assessments. 
With the addition of over three hundred Chromebooks, teachers 
and students will have more opportunities to use digital 
resources for inquiry and creativity. Madison is also piloting a 
“Bring Your Own Device” program, which allows students to 
use their own digital devices during classroom activities. Our 

focus at Madison 
is on higher-
level thinking 
activities, and 
students in 
our classes are 
working together 
collaboratively 
on complex tasks 
such as in a recent 
seventh grade 
math project. 
In this activity, 
students worked 
in architectural 
teams to design 
three-dimensional 
models, which 
they scaled up 
using concepts 
they are learning 
in their math classes.

Susan Ford
Principal

Mission Vista High School
1306 Melrose Dr., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/758-6800 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

ready for the Future
Mission Vista High School is currently implementing the 

capstone course in its biomedical science pathway. The pathway 
includes a sequence of four courses, including Principles 
of Biomedical Science, Human Body Systems, Medical 
Interventions, and Biomedical Innovation.

All were developed 
by Project Lead 
the Way (PLTW). 
PLTW is a national 

nonprofit organization that develops 
engaging and rigorous STEM 
curriculum. All four courses are lab 
science electives that apply what 
the students have learned in their 
core math and science classes. 
The curriculum also incorporates 
hands-on experiences, projects and 
problem-based learning.

Dara Rosen teaches the four 
biomedical science courses at 
MVHS. “I feel so fortunate to work 
with such motivated students,” she 
remarked. “I am already emotional 
about the 26 students who will 
complete the program this year.” 

Dara is confident that these 
courses will give her students the 
lab skills and real-world problem-
solving experiences they need to 
become successful in their college 
and career goals.

Craig Wiblemo
Principal

pbS students learn aseptic techniques to grow 
bacteria. they are studying bacterial morphology 
to determine the source of a patient’s infection.

Mission Meadows Elementary
5657 Spur Ave., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/630-7884 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

experiential learning
To support the Vista Unified School District Board goals as 

presented in the “Blueprint for Educational Excellence and 
Innovation,” Mission Meadows teachers are designing Common 
Core real-world curriculum to ensure that all students have 
multiple opportunities to make sufficient progress in English 
language arts and mathematics. During the first trimester, the 
focus has been on infusing technology into the curriculum to 
enhance the language arts experiential-learning opportunities 
for students.

In kindergarten, students used iPads to record their personal narratives, 
using an Edusoft program. First-grade students learned how to write a 
narrative story by first learning a “narrative story song” and then used iPads 
to record themselves as they presented their narratives to their classmates. 
Second-grade students developed their letter-writing skills in order to become 
pen pals with other second-grade classrooms from other schools. Third grade 
compared and contrasted various expository/informational texts, using 
multiple resources such as Scholastic News for Kids and other expository/
informational online resources. Fourth grade worked on a water-conservation/
reclamation project in which they researched current water resources and 
conditions. Fourth-grade students also spent a morning experiencing a water-
conservation/reclamation mobile laboratory and then used technology to write 
to their local government officials to gather additional water-conservation/
reclamation information. In fifth grade, students used technology to research 
and write articles and reports in the areas of science and social studies.

These are just a few examples of great experiential learning opportunities 
available to Mission Meadows students!

bill porter
Principal
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Murray High School
215 N. Melrose, Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-2502 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Service learning
In a day when young adults are branded as lazy and self-

centered, Murray High School students are making great strides 
by participating in service learning projects. The prospect of 
combining classroom instruction with meaningful community 
service provides students and teachers with a learning 
opportunity which emphasizes critical thinking and personal 
reflection while encouraging a heightened sense of community, 
civic engagement, and personal responsibility.

During this school year, Murray students raised money for 
Philippine hurricane survivors, conducted a blood drive for the American Red 
Cross, and most recently they are deeply involved in raising money for Vista’s 
BIG Give. To date they have presented BIG Give information to, and sought 
involvement from, eight elementary and middle school faculties, the Vista 
Unified School District content resource teachers, and three elementary school 
student assemblies, Casita, Temple Heights and Olive Elementary School. These 
Murray students exemplify the BIG Give theme “Many Hearts, One Community” 
as they strive to demonstrate their learning as they serve.

Chuck hoover
Principal

Monte Vista Elementary
1720 Monte Vista Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-0410 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Service learning Comes alive
In order to enhance the traditional language arts, math, 

science and social studies lessons, all Monte Vista students are 
participating in a service-learning project this year. Service 
learning is a method of teaching that combines classroom 
instruction with meaningful community service. This form of 
learning offers students the opportunity to apply what they 
learned in the classroom to create a positive change in the community.

Last fall, each grade level chose a focus for its service-learning 
project. Students will participate in lessons and activities around 

the theme for the remainder of the school year.
Kindergarten students will write letters to the men and women in the 

military. Our kinder students also hope to communicate via Skype with their 
military pen pals.

First-grade students will apply their writing and science skills and 
participate in the nutrition outreach program. They will collaborate with VUSD 
Child Nutrition Services to promote healthy eating habits.

Second-grade students are collaborating with the San Diego Humane 
Society. They will develop a wish list of items to support the organization and 
lead a sitewide collection drive.

Third-grade students will apply their writing and oral-language skills to 
support the residents of Vista Gardens through letter writing and site visits.

Fourth-grade students have created a public-service-type campaign to 
educate staff and students about healthy eating and lifestyle options. The 
campaign will culminate with the annual Jog-a-thon.

Fifth-grade students will participate in the 2014 National Missing Children’s 
Day: Bring Our Missing Children Home campaign.

Charlene manuto
Principal

Rancho Buena Vista High School
1601 Longhorn Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/727-7284 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

to Inspire and engage
The staff at Rancho Buena Vista High School knows how 

challenging the transition from middle school to high school can 
be for new students. This year, we instituted a special session to 
greet our incoming ninth-graders and help them learn what it 
means to be an RBV Longhorn.

At our Freshmen Welcome, student ambassadors and staff 
members guided groups of newcomers through a campus tour, 
small-group discussions, and various fun activities to help 
introduce our “Respect the Ranch” culture. To further support 

the students with their transition into ninth grade, the counseling department 
also began a new intervention program called Destination Graduation.

In the first stage of the program, our counselors gathered 160 freshmen for 
a motivational presentation about graduation. The students heard from current 
seniors who had struggled in their first year but have now found success at 
RBV. In small groups, they then connected with one another and with the 
counselors to discuss the many resources available to them.

Each counselor formed a cohort of students with whom they could meet each 
week during the remainder of the semester. At these meetings the counselors 
reinforced the students’ organizational, study, and social skills, and also 
followed up on their academic progress.

Many of these students have met with our amazing peer counselors to obtain 
one-on-one counseling, education, mediation and support. These interventions 
not only ease the transition into ninth grade, they also increase connections 
and awareness about the support systems that can engage and inspire our 
students.

Chuck Schindler
Principal

Olive Elementary
836 Olive Ave., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/724-7129 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

promoting reading
Our Olive “Millionaires” are students who have reached a 

special benchmark within each academic year: reading a million 
words or more as evidenced by their Accelerated Reading (AR) 
comprehension test scores.

They must receive a score of 80 percent to pass. There are 
currently seven students in grades three to five who have reached 
this amazing milestone so far. One fourth-grader has surpassed 
two million!

To reach this mark, the Millionaires say that they devote 
a minimum of two hours to independent reading every day. Their advice to 
reluctant readers is to know your reading level, but don’t be self-conscious 
about it. Read books at your level in the genres or areas you enjoy.

Finally, the most important rule for any student reader is to persevere. 
Finish the books and take the tests. The Millionaires say, “Don’t give up. We all 
started at a lower reading level, and kept reading!”

adalia lavado
Principal

librarian Karen thompson and olive Student millionaires

murray leadership Students at temple heights elementary
 preparing to present to student assemblies.
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Roosevelt Middle School
850 Sagewood Dr., Oceanside, CA 92057 • 760/726-8003 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

happy new year!
As we start 

the second half of 
the school year at 
Roosevelt, we have 
been working to 
develop student 
leaders on our 
campus. Kerry 
Herington, whose 

picture is shown, has been working 
with our student leaders. We 
have emphasized the importance 
of developing character and the 
positive impact it has on our 
school as well as the greater Vista 
community. With the help of our 
student leaders, Ms. Herington set 
up numerous activities for the Vista 
Big Give, including an all-middle-
school dance with all proceeds going 
to the Vista Big Give, as well as 
other donation opportunities for our 
students.

Thus, seeing our two core values and the three Cs come to fruition in a real-
world scenario was a great start to the 2014 year. We are Vista every day! Enjoy 
2014, and thank you for all of the continued support.

anthony barela
Principal

Rancho Minerva Middle School
2245 Foothill Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/631-4500 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

new robotics program
Exciting things are happening at Rancho Minerva Middle 

School. We are excited to begin the first after-school robotics 
program in collaboration with a community-based organization. 
Twenty students were selected from over 50 applicants to 
participate in this innovative program, where students work in 
teams to build a land shark robot. Students in sixth through 
eighth grades are learning about basic circuits, conductors, 
insulators, schematics, microprocessors and programming. We 
are fortunate to have our seventh-grade science teacher, Ms. Lisa 

Fukuda, and our office manager, Mr. George Ramirez, lead the program at our site.
Rancho Minerva is also excited to begin a basic strings band class as well 

as a Latin American music class, which will include a mariachi band. These 
new and exciting classes will begin in the fall under the direction of Mr. Mark 
Wadleigh.

In the classroom, there is an evident shift of technology. With the arrival of 
over 300 netbooks as well as our electronic tablet carts, we are pleased to see 
a ratio of one electronic device per two students. Teachers are using devices in 
class to create interactive and engaging lessons through various programs and 
apps.

Rancho Minerva is moving in a positive direction, and we are excited to see 
what 2014 brings our amazing school.

ben gaines
Principal

Sierra Vista High School
325 E. Bobier St., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/758-3400 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Innovation for adult transition
In the high-stakes game of public education, innovation is 

a major player these days, particularly in Special Education, 
where students’ abilities are widely varied and compensating for 
disabilities is the focus. Keeping up with trends in instructional 
methodology and technological advances can make all of the 
difference in the success of these special students. After many 
years, an innovative approach to working with students in a 
unique area is taking place—adult transition.

Young adults with disabilities have a right to continue in public 
education until the semester of their 22nd birthday. While some require a 
portion or all of that time to earn a high school diploma, many are not on track 
for a diploma at all. Does that mean they stop learning or dreaming or being 
productive? Of course not. What it means is that we need to innovate in order 
to provide an appropriate education that enables them to achieve their greatest 
level of independence and success in life.

In Vista Unified School District, we have taken a bold, new approach to 
addressing the educational needs of young adults with disabilities. We have 
opened the Vista Adult Transition Center (VATC), with the express purpose 
of developing the skill levels of our eldest students with disabilities. As 
the name implies, VATC is more than a school. It is a center for students to 
pursue education and career and life skills and to make connections with the 
community at large.

Officially, we will be in “full swing” with the 2014–2015 school year, yet our 
planning and innovations are already being piloted and tested every day by our 
staff and students.

Chris altona
Principal

Temple Heights Elementary
1550 Temple Heights Dr., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/631-6242 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

learning outside the Walls
Learning doesn’t always take place within the walls of Temple 

Heights. One very special girl has transformed her kitchen table 
into a schoolroom.

Viviana is a 
second-grader who 
was diagnosed with 
leukemia. She spent 
the summer at Rady 
Children’s Hospital 

receiving treatment. This fall, 
her three-year-old sister donated 
bone marrow. Now, Viviana is 
in remission! Through it all, she 
has never stopped smiling—or 
learning! She received an iPad 
from the hospital and is home-
schooled by Jerri Keen, a second-
grade teacher at Temple Heights. 
Viviana uses her iPad to do the 
same activities her friends are 
doing. She accesses books and 
creates projects just like her 
classmates. According to Mrs. 
Keen, “Viviana is eager to learn 
every day. She is a delight to be 
around!”

When Viviana’s immune 
system is stronger, she will return 
to school. We can hardly wait!

Kim morton
Principal

Kerry herington

Viviana works in her kitchen classroom 
with teacher, Jerri Keen.

This	chicken	is	hidden	n	this	publication.	
When	you	find	it,	email	the	page number to:

Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
(Please	put	Vista	in	the	subject	line)

Your	entry	must	be	received	by	April	15,	2014.
From	the	correct	entries,	we	will	draw	a	winner	to	receive	a	

$20	gift	certificate	redeemable	at	Barnes	and	Noble.

Contest!!

Congratulations november Word Search Winner Calla Creed!
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Vista High School
1 Panther Way, Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-5611 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

breaking Down the Walls
For one week in January, the Breaking Down the Walls (BDW) 

program returned to Vista High School. David Hanlon, a teacher 
at VHS, led the VHS students through the process.

BDW, a powerful, life-changing program created by the 
Learning for Living organization, aims to create a positive school 
climate on campuses, reduce student mistreatment, and prevent 
violence by breaking down “walls” that divide students from one 
another. These walls may be fueled by differences in cliques, 
race, ethnicity, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, class, 
ability or disability.

BDW enlightens and empowers students to look beyond surface differences 
and focus on respect for all. Through the use of fun, engaging and thought-
provoking team-building games, motivational speaking and serious reflective 
small-group discussions, BDW helps connect students with peers of differing 
interests and backgrounds they may never otherwise meet. Between 700 and 
800 students participated during the week.

One of the major themes running through BDW is “It’s hard to hate someone 
whose story you know.” It is a perfect support for our Character Leaders 
Program, promoting respect for all and caring and compassionate outreach to 
those who are disconnected. It has also had a deep and positive impact on our 
school climate, reducing bullying and fights.

Steve James
Principal

Vista Visions Academy
305 E. Bobier Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/724-4785 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us.

hour of Code
During December’s Computer Science Education Week, 

our students participated in “Hour of Code,” a program that 
introduces the basics of coding, or computer programming, 
which is how software, apps and websites are created. Students 
gain a basic understanding of the process, which requires logic 
and problem-solving skills.

Students used various electronic devices with multiple apps 
and programs in their coding. Elementary students used free 
iPad apps; middle and high school students used Scratch, a free 
computer program from MIT.

Middle schoolers are also practicing their coding skills each month, 
programming robots to move, turn, and stop.

“I did it, I did it!” exclaimed a sixth-grade girl upon successfully 
programming her robot and winning the team obstacle-course race.

Students will continue monthly coding practice throughout the year and 
“play” at home using free apps and programs listed on the home page of our 
website.

ebon brown
Principal

Vista Magnet Middle School
151 Escondido Dr., Vista, CA 92084 • 760/726-5766 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

three-year expansion
Since its inception in 2007, Vista Magnet Middle School 

(VMMS) has been a hub of belonging and achievement. This has 
led to many applications for limited seats. VMMS has traditionally 
had a cap of 600 total seats at the school, with 200 seats per 
grade level. We are proud to share that plans are being made for 
the school to expand by 100 students per grade level. Last year, 
VMMS was able to offer 300 seats in sixth grade and over 450 
applications were turned in.

For the 2014–2015 school year, VMMS will expand to offer 300 open seats 
again. VMMS is working with the district to update facilities, including 
upgraded science labs and a special Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) wing of the school and to increase technology and staffing to meeting 
the growing population needs of students in the school.

margaret 
Jacobson
Principal

Vista Academy of Visual & Performing Arts
600 N. Santa Fe Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/941-0880 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

bulldogs help our Community
Vista Academy’s first-ever student council, the Bulldog 

Leaders, recently completed its first service learning project, and 
is ready to start on its second!

This amazing group of 20 third- through fifth-grade students 
partnered with Vista’s temporary winter shelter to assist local 
families in need of food, shelter and support. The students made 
posters, set up collection boxes, and sent representatives to each 
classroom to encourage donations.

With help from their 
teacher, Mrs. Aviv, these 
Bulldog leaders then 
gathered together all the 
food and supplies to deliver 
to the shelter. One student 
said that she “hopes that 
everything our school 
donated was everything the 
families needed.”

Our Bulldog Leaders are 
busy working on their next 
service learning project: 
collaborating with the Make-
A-Wish Foundation to see 
that the dreams of two little 
girls in our community come 
true. To raise funds, the 
students will be making and 
selling Valentine grams.

Catina hancock
Principal

the four pillars: engage, achieve, belong and design, guide VmmS in the expansion.
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Washington Middle School
740 Olive Ave., Vista, CA 92083 • 760/724-7115 • www.vusd.k12.ca.us

Community Support
Washington Middle School (WMS) has been the recipient of 

much generosity over the past few months! In December, WMS 
was awarded 30 free tickets and discounted dinners for our 
students to attend the Nutcracker Ballet held at the San Diego 
Civic Center. In January, 60 students will be attending an opera 
in San Diego for free as well. We also have been generously 
provided free transportation for our students and chaperones.

In addition to these theatrical experiences for our students, 
12 struggling families were adopted at Christmas by an outside 

group and were surprised with hundreds of dollars worth of gifts, food, and 
clothing to help ease their difficulties. This was after Thanksgiving when seven 
deserving families were awarded huge donated dinners with all of the fixings 
by a local business. In addition, the staff of Washington Middle School has been 
approached by local individuals, neighbors, store managers, strangers, and 
businesses to help support student needs and academic supplies for all students 
throughout the year.

We have been overwhelmed at the graciousness of the community in 
supporting the students and families at our school. As many people know, this 
is the last year that Washington Middle School will be open, after having served 
the local community for over 50 years. We are so grateful for the support and 
care given by so many as we begin to close out our final year. Go, Patriots!

Dr. eric Chagala
Principal

Academy, which is primarily an independent study and home 
schooling program. Vista Visions will be offering an expanded 
array of online courses that will be available to students full time 
or on a concurrent enrollment basis. These new options should 
expand schedule flexibility and the range of learning options for 
students at any one of our schools. 

In addition to the magnet schools and Vista Visions, our 
neighborhood schools are also vibrant options with many 
exemplary programs. For the 2014-15 school year, applications 
for Intra-District transfer, that is a transfer from one Vista 

Unified school to another, must be submitted to the Student Support Services 
Department between January 6, 2014 and March 31, 2014. Please note, 
applications may not be approved outside of the time window. 

Application forms for inter- and intra-district transfers are available in 
the Student Support Services Office at 1234 Arcadia Avenue in Vista. Please 
contact Student Support Services at 760-726-2170 ext. 2218. Forms and 
information can also be found at www.vistausd.org/ssenroll_residency 

We know that every child is unique and different.  Our mission is to inspire 
every student to persevere as a critical thinker who collaborates to solve real 
world problems. We believe that offering choices will help us to achieve that 
purpose.  

Devin
Vodicka, ed.D.

The superintendent works with the Board as a “governance 
team” and assures collective responsibility for communicating 
the vision and creating a positive organizational culture among 
all the stakeholders affiliated with the school district.

Presently the Board is supporting the superintendent as 
Vista Unified School District implements Common Core State 
Standards curriculum, which will become the new instructional 
guidance for the district.

Vista Unified School District is fortunate to have a Board that 
operates out of respect for each other. The Board is also confident 

of the ability and expertise of the superintendent to provide the leadership 
needed to serve all our children.
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Vista Adult School ROP/CTE
510 Sunset Dr., Vista, CA 92081 • 760/758-7122 • www.vistausd.org

adult education Is here to Stay!
There has been a lot uncertainty in adult education funding 

this past year but this tide has changed for the positive. There 
is a commitment from the Department of Finance to fund 
adult education past the Maintenance of Effort (MOE) ending 
2014–2015. The recent Assembly Bill 86 (AB86)  was created for 
adult education programs and community colleges to meet and 
build a collaborative, dual-delivery system for our adult students. 
There is no plan to supplant either school system but to create 
a better coordination of services between K–12 adult education 

and the community college system. The North County Consortium partners 
are Palomar Community College and the North County school districts’ adult 
education programs. This consortium will implement a plan to provide services 
in: adult basic education/high school diploma; English as a second language/
citizenship; education programs for adults with disabilities; short-term career 
technical education programs; and apprenticeship programs. As Vista Adult 
School served over 17,000 students last year, this is not only good news for our 
school, but also for our local community.

Vista Adult School is now an approved authorized testing site for Pearson 
Vue. General Educational Development (GED) Testing Service has partnered 
with Pearson Vue to provide GED online testing along with additional 
educational tests, such as the Graduate Management Admission Test 
(GMAT), California Basic Educational Skills Test (CBEST), California Subject 
Examinations for Teachers, and many others. For more information on what 
tests are offered, check out our winter brochure at our Web site at www.
vistaadultschool.com.

ebon brown
Principal

In planning classroom lessons, Olson said she tries to tie the students’ art 
work to what they’re doing in other subjects. For example, Olson said some of 
her second-grade students were studying the cycle of water in their science 
lessons so Olson had them use watercolors to do paintings of oceans, clouds, 
snow, and ice. When her fourth grade students were learning about Alaska, 
Olson had them make personal totem poles using family photographs and other 
mementos.

“I love watching students create using their imagination to come up with 
their own personal expressions,” Olson said. “It’s great to see the lights come on 
when they discover something new.”

Olson has a bachelor’s degree in arts education from Biola College and has 
studied at: California State University, Los Angeles; San Diego State University; 
California State University, San Marcos; and the University of Phoenix.

Outside of the classroom, Olson is interested in watercolor painting, 
calligraphy, mixed media art, interior decorating, Early American antique 
collecting, camping, gardening, humanitarian work projects in Peru, and 
traveling.

The award Olson received is named for the late Ruth G. Jansen, who was 
a statewide advocate for arts education. Formed in 1965, the California Art 
Education Association is the professional educational organization for art 
educators from pre-kindergarten through college working in all areas of the 
visual arts, according to the association’s Web site.

ViSta art teacher • From Page 1
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