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“electrifying” engineering education

a student built, electronic vehicle that teaches students 
about clean technology and introduces them to careers in green engineering.

FR
EE

By Norma Williamson, Teacher
La Mirada High School 
World Language Teacher and CTA/
NEA Grants Program Coordinator
A three-year-old dream 
was realized on Tuesday, 
September 10 at La Mirada 
High School (LMHS).

 Three years ago, three members 
of the Solar Energy Academy, 
Assistant Principal Joseph Powers, 
language arts teacher John Alvarez 
and world language teacher Norma 
Williamson, viewed a student-built, 
highway-ready, “dune-buggy” type, 
three-wheel, electric vehicle (EV) on 
display at an Educating for Careers 
conference in Sacramento. They 
were immediately impressed and 
wanted their students to have this 
green engineering experience. The 
most attractive reason to acquire 
this assembly kit was that students 
could build and re-build this vehicle 
year after year.
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Norma Williamson wrote her 
fourth award-winning Green Jobs 
Project grant proposal to California 
Teachers Association (CTA)/
Institute for Teaching (IFT), which 
was awarded $20,000; these funds 
have made it possible to purchase 
this electric vehicle as an eco-
engineering student project and 
curriculum. The course includes 
background theory on electrical 
power, including defi nitions and 
terms (for example: amps, volts, 
watts, watt-hours, energy, power, 
aerodynamics, voltage, electric mpg, 
and more). It also includes a brief 
history and current status of EV 
technologies and career possibilities 
in the electric transportation 
industry. The vehicle produced by 
the class will be street-legal and 
meet all licensing regulations.

NLMUSD Kicks Off to An Exciting Year
The 2013-14 school year at Norwalk-La Mirada Unifi ed has launched 

with an almost palpable excitement in the air. We’re fresh off a wonderful 
gain in our Academic Performance Index scores and high graduation 
rates, and we are now facing many new and exciting changes, including 
implementing the Common Core State Standards into our everyday 
curriculum.

The new Common Core State Standards are taking place in classrooms 
all over the State as well as the nation. The State of California and 48 
other states have adopted new Common Core Teaching Standards that 
will be fully implemented in September of 2014.

The new standards emphasize critical thinking. Students are required to 
analyze, discuss, evaluate, justify and explain their thinking and understanding 
on a deeper level. The new standards also emphasize learning across disciplines 
(reading with math and social studies standards combined into one task). 
Students are required to spend more time working together with different 
settings, structures and tools. The Common Core Standards also emphasize 
fi nding evidences to support arguments students will incorporate into their 
writing.

Technology will play a critical role in the classroom. Additionally, future 
standardized tests that students will be taking will be computer based. As a 
result, the NLMUSD is purchasing a signifi cant amount of technology that will 
be used in the classroom for teaching and testing.

This shift in teaching and learning will result in differences in your student’s 

dr. ruth Pérez
Superintendent

suPeriNteNdeNt
NLMUSD da Comienzo a un Año Emocionante

El año escolar 2013-14 en Norwalk -La Mirada Unifi cado se ha 
puesto en marcha con un entusiasmo en el aire casi palpable. Estamos 
recién salidos de una maravillosa ganancia en nuestros resultados de la 
puntuación del Índice de Rendimiento Académico (API, por sus siglas en 
inglés) y las altas tasas de graduación, y ahora nos enfrentamos a muchos 
cambios nuevos y emocionantes, incluyendo la implementación de los 
Estándares Estatales Comunes en nuestro plan de estudio del diario.

Los nuevos Estándares Estatales Comunes se están llevando a cabo en 
los salones de clase de todo el Estado, así como en la nación. El Estado 
de California y otros 48 estados han adoptado los nuevos Estándares de 

Enseñanza Comunes que se aplicarán plenamente en septiembre de 2014.
Los nuevos estándares ponen énfasis en el pensamiento crítico. Se les 

requiere a los estudiantes analizar, discutir, evaluar, justifi car y explicar su 
pensamiento y comprensión a un nivel más profundo. Los nuevos estándares 
también ponen énfasis en el aprendizaje a través de disciplinas (Los estándares 
de lectura con matemáticas y estudios sociales se combinan en una sola tarea).  
Se les requiere a los estudiantes pasar más tiempo trabajando en conjunto 
con diferentes confi guraciones, estructuras y herramientas. Los Estándares 
Comunes también hacen hincapié en la búsqueda de evidencias para apoyar 
argumentos que los estudiantes incorporaran en su escritura.

La tecnología desempeñará un papel crítico en el salón de clases. Además, 
los futuros exámenes estandarizados que tomaran los estudiantes serán 
por computadora. Como resultado, NLMUSD esta comprando una cantidad 



2  www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

13SCH032_scholarShareBoyStairsC5317_SchoolNewsRollCallAd_10.5x12.5F.pdf   1   3/18/13   1:07 PM



Covering the Norwalk-la Mirada UNified School diStrict December 2013 / January 2014  3

Sandy Pringle Associates Inspection Consultants, Inc.

Setting the Standard for 
Quality, Excellence & Professional Partnerships 
in School Construction Project Inspection

Serving Southern California

(v) 310-787-8811 • (f ) 310-787-8833
www.pringleassociates.com
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Neta Madison

Netragrednik

The first word of the front 
cover story, Electrifying, could 
easily describe today’s education 
in general. With technology 
moving at such a rapid rate it 
truly is electrifying. Therein lies 
the challenge...to keep up with 
technology without leaving behind 
the basic educational foundation of 
the three R’s. The NLMUSD has risen 
to the challenge!

Happy Holidays! We are always 
mindful of the service men and 
women who are not home with their 
families.We are grateful for their 
service..

Our next issue is February 19, 
2014...until then Happy New Year!
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Credential Online
Add to your earning potential. Secure your employment. Establish seniority.

Benefits Include:
• Clear Multiple Subject, Single Subject, or Education Specialist options
• Fully online format 
• Affordable tuition fee
• Finish in as few as 3 quarters
• Unemployed teachers are eligible

Enroll now. Visit uclaextension.edu/snClear  
or call Miriam Sims at (310) 825-0095.
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explore. 
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expand.
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John Larcabal, O.D.
Sandra Stevens, O.D.
Diane Almanza, O.D.

(562) 868-8233  •  drjohnlarcabal.com

Optometry

Wishing you and your 
family good tidings 
during this Holiday 

Season.
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Cerritos Branch
11417 South Street
Cerritos, CA 90703

(562) 293-1500

www.caminofcu.org

After all, we’re in this together. 
The journey is ours. 

That’s the Camino Way.

for up to 60 months

Auto 
Loan Rates 

as low as 2.99%
APR*

• Rates as low as 2.99% APR* for new vehicles
• Rates as low as 3.99% APR* for used vehicles
• Flexible terms up to 60 months and 

up to 100% fi nancing

Call (800) 835-3400 and ask 
to speak with a Member 
Advisor for details.

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates refl ect a 0.25% basis point discount for (a) Automatic debit from a Camino 
Checking account, (b) Multiple Relationship discount with Camino Federal Credit Union, (c) Checking account, direct 
deposit, debit card, credit card, Online Banking, bill pay, or another type of loan (requirement is three (3) out of the seven 
(7) products/services) and a 0.50% basis point discount for 30% down payment. Total rate discount if qualifi cations are 
met is 1.00%. Rate discounts are subject to change at any time. Rates are subject to change without notice.

Limited Time Offer 

Ask a Member Advisor 

for Details Today!
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Benton MS Visual & Performing Arts Magnet
15709 E. Olive Branch Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638 • 562/943-1553 • www.nlmusd.org

setting the stage for stardom
We are in full swing at Benton Middle Magnet School!
So far this year we have held our annual Back-to-School Night, 

Book Fair (pictured), Red Ribbon Week, ASB elections, California 
Great Shake-Out Emergency Drill, grade-level meetings, 
expectations assemblies, PTA conferences, Vision Screening, 
iReady testing, the Mt. Sac Cross Country Invitational, the La 
Mirada 5K, and more!

We also had special performances by our choir, band, pianists, 
guitarists, cheerleaders, color guard and dancers. Drama students 

are rehearsing for our dinner theater fundraiser, and students in our visual arts 
programs are working towards their annual competitions and exhibits.

Students in the ASB election process engaged in a professional and 
respectful campaign. We are very proud of them. Finally, we continue to 
recognize students who demonstrate responsibility, optimism, community-
mindedness, kindness and safety through our Positive Behavior Intervention 
Support program. We are looking forward to continuing to provide students 
with multiple opportunities to achieve success.

michael gotto
Principal

benton students shop for reading material at the book fair.

Chavez Elementary School
12110 E. Walnut St., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/868-3565 • www.nlmusd.org

Chavez students set world record!
Chavez Elementary School students, in partnership with 

Playworks and an international financial services firm, set 
the world record for teaching financial literacy to elementary 
school students. At exactly 11 a.m. on September 25, a team of 
financial experts began teaching financial literacy lessons to all 
the third- through sixth-grade students. Teams at other schools 
across the United 
States, including 
Lampton 

Elementary School in Norwalk, 
also began simultaneously. 
The verification team from 
the Guinness Book of World 
Records confirmed that the 
world record was set.

All the students had a great 
time learning skills that will 
help them in life, a team of 
over 70 financial professionals 
learned how wonderful the 
Chavez students and teachers 
really are, and our incredible 
partner Playworks was able 
to show one of their major 
sponsors the good they bring 
to the Chavez community! It 
was a great day of learning and 
laughter for all!

robert rayburn
Principal

Chavez students learn financial literacy
 and set a world record!

Corvallis MS Arts & Technology Magnet
11032 Leffingwell Rd., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/868-2678 • www.nlmusd.org

great happenings!
The 2013–14 school year is off to a great start! With the 

support of their teacher, Mr. Elbling, Brianna S. and Karla B. won 
second place in the Los Angeles County Fair America’s Children 
Competition for their ceramics entries. Congratulations to these 
students and their teacher!

This year, we have added 76 students to our iPad/Technology 
Magnet Program, which brings the total number of students to 
144. As we transition to the new Common Core Standards, all 

students are using 
technology as part of 
the learning process. 
Parent turnout for 
the High School and 
Beyond workshop, 
Back to School Night, 
GATE Parent Meeting 
and ELAC meetings 
have been outstanding.

We are grateful for 
the support from and 
involvement of our 
families. We have many 
exciting events coming 
up, including concerts, 
sports tournaments, 
and opportunities for 
parents to get involved, 
so please check with 
us!

bob easton
Principal

la County fair winners with their teacher, mr. elbling.

Dolland Elementary School
15021 S. Bloomfield Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/921-9934 • www.nlmusd.org

fostering good Character
At Dolland Elementary, we care about good instruction and 

social well-being. To encourage our students to attend school 
happy and excited to learn, we’ve worked with our student body 
council leaders to create activities that support recognizing good 
character. Our student council collaborates with our school’s 
positive-behavior support team to create monthly assemblies that 
introduce our character traits. This is a great opportunity for our 
students to gain leadership skills and to teach them to become 
confident about taking ownership of their school culture. Our 

mission is to create a school where everyone feels included and cares for one 
another’s learning and well-being.

In October, we 
held our Red Ribbon 
Week celebration. 
Our student council 
designed daily 
activities that showed 
how our school teams 
up against drugs.  
The week’s 
culminating activity 
was inviting McGruff, 
our favorite crime-
fighting dog, to 
our Red Ribbon 
Assembly. It was a 
huge success! Great 
work, Huskies!

lorena sierra
Principal

mcgruff visits dolland in support of red ribbon week.
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Eastwood Elementary School
15730 Pescados Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638 • 714/521-6480 • www.nlmusd.org

arts for all
Eastwood Elementary School continues to be excited about 

our visual and performing arts program. Kindergarten through 
second grade will focus on rhyme using percussion instruments, 
third grade will experience playing the bells, and fourth grade 
will be treated to lessons on wind instruments. Our fifth-grade 
students will participate in African drum and dance.

Students show off their talents in many ways. Our choir 
performs twice a year. Each grade level will host a showcase 
event at the end of their instrumental music course, and every 

student performs during our annual International Day. Students will participate 
in the Meet the Masters visual arts program. Students will also attend musical 
performances or plays at the La Mirada Civic Theater or Cerritos Center for the 
Performing Arts. Teachers submit class projects based on their experiences 
with the Cerritos Center. Last year, two of our second-grade classes were 
honored by the center. Bravo!

yvette Cantu
Principal

Dulles Elementary School
12726 Meadow Green Rd., La Mirada, CA 90638 • 562/943-6734 • www.nlmusd.org

Nurturing the whole Child
Dulles Elementary is celebrating our students’ excellence! 

Six students earned perfect scores on the 2013 CST math 
assessment. An assembly was held to honor their achievement. 
Shannon Baker, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, 
presented them with certificates. 

Dulles teachers are dedicated to student success. They work 
tirelessly to meet each student’s individual needs, challenging them 
to reach their highest potential. We’re transitioning to the Common 
Core State Standards and collaborating in up-leveling our instruction 

to meet the standards’ rigor. We’re also implementing technology in each classroom.
Dulles students are taking part in our character-development program: Dulles 

Dolphins C.A.R.E.: Care about safety, Achieve your best, Respect yourselves and 
others, and Embrace responsibility. Students who exhibit these positive behavior 
traits are recognized for their choices and celebrated at monthly assemblies.

Dulles continues to excel. I’m excited to work with our teachers, staff and 
PTA for the benefit of all our students!

robin Padget
Principal

six dulles students earned perfect scores on the 2013 Cst math assessment!

Edmondson Elementary School
15121 S. Grayland Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/864-9501 • www.nlmusd.org

students of Character
Edmondson Elementary School has been eagerly awaiting the 

opportunity to implement character education school-wide, and 
the time has finally arrived!

We have purchased banners, street signs, posters and 
curriculum books for teachers to use to teach good character. 
Teachers also created an Eagles of Character pledge that we 
practice as a school every Friday during our flag assemblies. In 
addition, our incentive system includes a new Eagle ticket of 
character, which has the six pillars identified so that students 

know when they are exhibiting the good character and are rewarded.
The six pillars of character in include: trustworthiness, respect, 

responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship.

We are rolling 
out one pillar 
a month. In 
September we 
focused on being 
trustworthy, 
and Mr. Muñiz 
held a school-
wide assembly 
to introduce 
the trait to all. 
Teachers followed 
up by teaching 
students how to be 
trustworthy.

Jacob muñiz
Principal

students show they are eagles of Character!

El Camino High School
14625 Keese Dr., Whittier, CA 90604 • 562/944-0033 • www.nlmusd.org

state model school once again!
El Camino High School was visited by representatives of 

the California Continuation Education Association (CCEA) in 
October. The purpose of the visit was to review the educational 
program for possible recommendation as a California State Model 
School. The committee included Jean Law, principal of Buena 
Vista High School in the Paramount Unified School District, and 
Marion St. Armant, CCEA past president.

The review team met with several stakeholders: district 
administration, community and counseling groups, parents, 

students, teachers and classified staff. All stakeholders expressed positive 
reflections of our program, including staff support and a positive student-
centered campus culture.

During the 
culminating meeting, 
the visiting committee 
informed El Camino 
High School that we 
would once again be 
recommended to the 
California Department 
of Education as a 
California State Model 
School! Congratulations 
are in order for all 
stakeholders! It’s the 
combined effort of the El 
Camino community that 
contributes to the success 
of our students.

darryl brown
Principal

 Proud to be a model school!

students learn to read music and develop showmanship.
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Escalona Elementary School
15135 Escalona Rd., La Mirada, CA 90638 • 714/521-0970 • www.nlmusd.org

keeping the beat!
Escalona’s students and staff members are delighted to add 

music to the wide variety of instructional activities that nurture 
our children’s abilities and interests while also enhancing the 
educational program. We’d like to welcome Ms. Marie Salas as 
our new music teacher. Ms. Salas comes to us with a rich musical 
background and extensive teaching experience. 

Throughout the 2013–2014 school year, each student will 
receive 14 weeks of music instruction. In addition to learning 
rhythm, pitch, tempo and melody, and applying these concepts 

to vocal music, each student will also have the opportunity to learn a musical 
instrument.

The kindergarten 
and first-grade 
students will learn 
rhythm sticks and 
percussion. The 
second-grade students 
will learn to play the 
hand bells. The third- 
and fourth-grade 
students will learn 
to play the recorder 
and world percussion 
(drums). The fifth-
grade students will 
learn to play the 
Ukulele.

So 1-2-3: music, 
maestro, please!

bonita lytle
Principal

escalona fourth graders learn how to play the recorder.

Foster Road Elementary School
13930 Foster Rd., La Mirada, CA 90638 • 562/921-9908 • www.nlmusd.org

gearing up for the New standards
Foster Road students are working at full speed. They are 

getting ready for Common Core. This is our year of transition—
moving our students into the new state standards with more rigor 
and complexity.

Teachers are stepping up their game as they plan together, 
unpacking the new Common Core units to produce the different 
kind of learning results needed to prepare our students for their 
future. They are seeing the power of the new Common Core 
Standards with greater enthusiasm and intense involvement as 

the students interact with one another and learn from one another. The art of 
good teaching is the ability to choose the best strategy and content combination 
to reach a particular learning objective or standard.

Our teachers are dedicating their instruction to the future of our students. 
Our kindergarten students will experience throughout their schooling with 
us a broad range of skills, activities, lessons and strategies that will prepare 
them for their future, and we can only imagine what that may look like. Most 
jobs today involve cooperative interaction with others, and we want our 
students to be prepared with interpersonal skills that they will need for positive 
participation in the work world. With technology moving at such a fast pace, 
schools need to shift toward high technology, cooperative problem solving, and 
carefully orchestrating sets of learning experiences that continue to build on 
the students’ lifelong learning and preparing them to be flexible in this ever-
changing world. Common Core, look out—here we come!

dr. Jean maddox
Principal

Gardenhill Elementary School
14607 E. Gardenhill Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638 • 562/944-6128 • www.nlmusd.org

artistic achievements
Gardenhill Elementary School students are artists! For 

starters, we now have an excellent band program. Our fifth-
graders are mastering the ukulele and the third- and fourth-
graders are learning the recorder. Each student is given his or 
her own instrument for the entire year. All students learn to read 
staff and rhythmic notation in order to learn performance pieces 
from diverse cultures. During the second half of the year, our 
primary grades will be working on rhythm and melodies using 
elementary percussion and hand bells.

Our PTA has also supported the school with Meet the Masters, 
an amazing visual arts program where students study different artist from 

around the 
world. This 
month, students 
learned about 
Claude Monet, 
one of the 
most famous 
Impressionist 
painters. 
Students 
replicated his 
style using 
warm and cool 
colors, and 
their beautiful 
artwork can be 
seen in every 
classroom!

eileen
burkholder

Principal

Glazier Elementary School
10932 E. Excelsior Dr., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/863-8796 • www.nlmusd.org

glazier’s little techies!
At Glazier, our Gladiators are utilizing technology in the 

classrooms to prepare themselves for the “tech” world. A 
computer lab is in full swing to support all of our instructional 
tools, including “iReady” diagnostic and targeted instruction, 
Accelerated Reader, and Raz Kids.

Approximately half of our classrooms are equipped with 
Smartboard technology to increase interactive learning. 
Glazier is also incorporating iPads in the classroom for use as 
intervention and enhanced learning tools. A new iPad mobile 

lab will be added to our school to provide more access to technology, and 
to prepare our students for the standardized testing program known as the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium, or SBAC.

Unlike the former state testing, called the California Standards Test (CST), 
the entire SBAC assessment will be completed online. Glazier students in 
grades three to five will be taking the SBAC field test in the spring of 2014. Go, 
Gladiators!

kristine Cvar
Principal

students utilize the smart board for interactive learning.gardenhill students learn to play the recorder.
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sara siemens
Principal

Hutchinson MS Math, Science, Technology Magnet
13900 Estero Rd., La Mirada, CA 90638 • 562/944-3268 • www.nlmusd.org

exciting Programs for all learners!
As we move into our second trimester of the 2013–14 school 

year, the excitement is high at Hutchinson Middle School! Our 
band, music technology, guitar and world-percussion students 
are preparing for our winter concert, where our beginning as 
well as experienced musicians will entertain family and friends. 
Math Science Technology Magnet students are completing their 
robotics unit in which they have built and tested Vex robots. 
Magnet students have also utilized Autodesk and AutoCAD 
software for 3-D model design, animation and effects.

Sixth-grade magnet students are exploring the field of wind energy, building 
air-powered cars and boats. Students have also visited NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Lab as well as the U.S. Dept. of Energy’s Solar Decathlon. There is much to 
learn and experience at Hutchinson!

Glenn High School
13520 Shoemaker Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/868-0431 • www.nlmusd.org

fabulous fall
John Glenn High School (JGHS) students and families enjoyed 

the fall semester with a number of activities to promote school 
spirit and a college-going culture.

Back-to-School Night in September was a big success. Clubs 
sold treats to visiting parents, and student groups performed 
before parents went to their children’s respective classrooms. 
JGHS faculty and staff indicated that the turnout for the night 
was the best in many years.

In October, JGHS counselors held a ninth-grade parent 
orientation meeting. Topics included graduation requirements, California State 
University/University of California (CSU/UC) entrance requirements, school 
support resources, and school activities. A similar information night for 12th-
grade students was held in December.

Grade-level nights will be held for 11th grade on March 26, 2014 and 10th 
grade on February 12, 2014. Topics will include applying for college, financial 
aid and scholarships, and meeting CSU/UC requirements. Please visit the school 
Web site for more information.

JGHS hosted the 2013 Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School District College 
Faire in October. Over 40 colleges were in attendance and information 
on financial aid and college application processes were covered in parent 
workshops. Over 800 parents and students attended this incredible event.

Finally, the award-winning JGHS Drama Department has been busy this fall.  
The improvisation show, “Made-Up Stuff,” was held in November. Don’t miss 
“Elephant’s Graveyard” this month.

JGHS is always open to visitors, and we welcome guests interested in our 
school and programs. Visit the school Web site, JGHS.org, for program and 
contact information.

greg Puccia
Principal

hutchinson’s math science technology magnet students visit Nasa’s Jet Propulsion lab in Pasadena.Johnston Elementary School
13421 S. Fairford Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/864-2508 • www.nlmusd.org

Celebrating traditions
Students enjoy celebrations, traditions and just having fun. 

School is a place to learn but also a place to build long-lasting 
memories. At Johnston, we are big on traditions, and we enjoy 
having fun with our students and parents.

Last year, we began an awesome event titled Heritage Day 
during our Open House. Students and parents participated in 
social studies projects and brought them to be displayed during 
our Open House. Families chose from making a family kite, a 
family shield or a doll dressed in their family traditional wear.

At Johnston, we cherish time that brings students, parents and school staff 
together. During our Costume Parade, students and parents who chose to 
participate brought in their costumes and paraded in front of their community. 
This year, we added a special dance performance to “Thriller” in which our 
fourth- and fifth-graders put on a spectacular show.

veronica lizardi
Principal

4th and 5th grade students perform “thriller” during the school costume parade.

La Mirada High School
13520 Adelfa Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638 • 562/868-0431 • www.nlmusd.org

a helpful transition
La Mirada High School is home to the Matador Scholar 

Academy (MSA), a program that supports our honors and 
Advanced Placement students. There are approximately 800 
students from grades nine to twelve in the program. Ms. Naudin, 
our MSA coordinator, works closely with the MSA student 
executive board to involve staff, community and alumni.

On September 18, the MSA held its “Freshmen Boot 
Camp.” Students and parents were invited to learn from the 
upperclassmen and teachers about what it takes to succeed in 

honors classes at LMHS. The MSA also publishes a newsletter that includes 
interviews of teachers and students.

One thing that makes the newsletter special is the Matador Mentor section. 
This is an interview of a former LMHS student who currently attends college 
and is also available to assist MSA students if they need additional support. 
These connections can help graduating LMHS students with their transition 
into college.

The first MSA parent meeting was held on Thursday, October 24 in the 
MPR. These meetings are always well attended, averaging about 125 guests. 
Our speaker that day was eleventh-grade scholar-athlete Brandon Eng, who is 
enrolled in four AP classes, one honors class and also plays varsity basketball.

Brandon spoke about the sacrifices needed to handle this type of course 
load and be ranked No. 1 in the junior class. He gave much of the credit to his 
parents.

There will be more meetings in the future with other special guests. You can 
follow the MSA on Twitter, at LMHS.MSA.

bill seals
Principal
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Los Alisos MS Math, Science, Technology Magnet
14800 S. Jersey Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/868-0865 • www.nlmusd.org

great successes
We are off to an amazing start at Los Alisos Middle School, 

where “College is not a dream; it’s a plan!” This year marks the 
beginning of two new academic programs that are showing 
great success. Our Dual Immersion students are improving in 
their reading, writing, and speaking skills in both English and 
Spanish. In our Medical Detectives class (Project Lead the Way), 
students are learning by participating in hands-on activities.

Red Ribbon Week was a huge success! Our students 
participated in activities raised awareness about the negative 

effects of drug use. Several performances were held during lunch with the 
support of Mrs. Yarbrough’s Steel Pan Band and the Mighty Lancer Band from 
Norwalk High School. Thanks to both bands for performing for our students.

This year we 
are fortunate 
to provide 
technology 
training to our 
English Learner 
Advisory 
Council 
parents. Thanks 
to Laura 
Valenzuela 
for arranging 
with a software 
manufacturer 
to provide the 
training. 

mike garcia
Principal

La Pluma Elementary School
14420 La Pluma Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638 • 562/943-7104 • www.nlmusd.org

reaching New heights
Our mission at La Pluma Elementary School remains focused 

on student achievement. This team effort resulted in a continued 
gain in our Academic Performance Index (API), which grew to 
873, an 11-point gain! We continue to reach new heights and build 
a solid foundation and love of learning for our students!

We believe that an important piece of that foundation is not 
only developing our students academically, but also tapping into 
their artistic gifts. In partnership with our PTA, our students are 
experiencing the wonderful world of art through the amazing 

lessons of our art 
teacher,  
Mrs. Delatorre. 
Students are 
experimenting 
with line, color, 
and pattern as they 
produce creative 
pieces of art. We 
recently celebrated 
over 20 students 
who received awards 
in the Los Angeles 
County Fair with 
their talented works. 
We embrace our PTA 
partnership as we 
work to put the arts 
in the hearts of our 
students!

terry Pace
Principal

la Pluma students won several art awards at the l.a. County fair!

Lampton Elementary School
14716 Elmcroft Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/462-9273 • www.nlmusd.org

financial literacy made fun
Dozens of business people from a local financial firm recently 

joined Lampton students for a day of play and financial literacy.
It was amazing to see dozens of adults running and playing 

with children all across the playground. Our students taught 
them to play handball, foursquare, four-corners, and even hula-
hoop tag. A good time was had by all, as well as many giant 
smiles, lots of giggles, and a brisk workout!

But when everyone was done playing, it was back to serious 
business: the Guinness Book of World Records business! The 

adults were there 
to present financial 
literacy lessons to our 
third- through fifth-
grade students as 
part of a nationwide 
effort to break the 
record for teaching 
financial literacy. At 
precisely 11 a.m. the 
lessons began, and 
by noon there was 
verification that the 
world’s record had 
been officially broken.

It’s amazing what 
children and adults 
can accomplish when 
they work and play 
together!

Cindy rayburn
Principal

students and visitor engage in a game of four square.

Los Coyotes 
14640 Mercado Ave., La Mirada, CA 90638 • 714/739-2368 • www.nlmusd.org

Changing the world
Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group of 

thoughtful, concerned citizens can change world. Indeed it is the 
only thing that ever has.”

Los Coyotes Middle School (LCMS) is committed to creating 
the next generation of thoughtful, concerned citizens and 
watching as they change the world. Our Associated Student Body 
(ASB) class takes 
on the challenge 
of learning how to 
lead others while 

developing individual capacity, 
character, and responsibility. 
The ASB at LCMS examines 
social challenges and works 
toward a solution. Last year, the 
leadership class coordinated a 
Breast Cancer Awareness Drive, 
Pennies for Patients (which raised 
over $600 raised for the cancer 
research), and a canned food drive 
that collected one TON of food. 
They also planned an Autism 
Awareness month and fund-raiser 
and helped raise over $1,000 for a 
district family in need.

It is truly a joy to watch these 
future leaders grow and serve 
others as they continue to change 
the world!

dr. Christina
stanley
Principal

los alisos parents receiving technology training.

MS Centurion Honors and 
Medical/Forensics Magnet
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Moffitt Elementary School
13323 S. Goller Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/864-3071 • www.nlmusd.org

Jumping in and moving forward
Moffitt Elementary is taking on the new Common Core State 

Standards. The teachers are focused on learning new strategies 
and working on implementing the rigorous Common Core 
curriculum in their classrooms this year. We are developing 
responsible citizens that persevere through difficult tasks and 
take responsibility for their learning.

In addition, 
we have 
integrated a 

wide variety of technology 
into our classrooms so 
that our students will be 
prepared to participate 
in the new CalMAPP 
assessment system that 
will be in place next year. 
Teachers are designing 
lessons aligned with 
Common Core Standards 
while integrating 
technology on a daily basis. 
Moffitt teachers are jumping 
in and moving forward 
during this exciting time in 
education. We are eager to 
see our students taking on 
the new learning!

maureen bixby
Principal

1st grade students using iPad’s in their learning centers

Morrison Elementary School
13510 S. Maidstone Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/868-9878 • www.nlmusd.org

Competing in the global economy
The teachers at Morrison are taking on the Common Core 

State Standards by collaborating with their grade-level teams to 
create a SMART Goal around the Core’s Writing Standards.

Due to the rigor and high demands of the Common Core, our 
teachers are focusing on writing. For example, the kindergarten 
students will be writing an opinion piece and provide a rational 
for their choice. The first-graders will be writing an informative/
explanatory text in which they will name a topic, supply at least 
three facts, and provide some sense of closure. Our second-grade 

students will write an opinion piece, give three reasons for their choice, and 
then provide a conclusion.

Third-graders will write a personal narrative with a clear focus that includes 
a beginning, middle and end. The fourth-graders will write an informative/
explanatory paragraph that develops the topic with facts, concrete details, and 
examples related to the topic.

Finally, our fifth-graders will write a narrative to develop an imagined 
experience that uses an effective technique, such as description and pacing, to 
show the responses of their characters to situations. 

It is Morrison’s belief that by establishing a Professional Learning 
Community (PLC), we can have conversations around student work that will 
help our teaching practices continue to evolve and meet the needs of our 
learners. 

Morrison’s students will then be truly what the Common Core State 
Standards refer to as college- and career-ready, and our community will be 
well-positioned to compete successfully in the global economy.

rudy gonzalez
Principal

New River Elementary School
13432 S. Halcourt Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/868-9848 • www.nlmusd.org

our second fall festival: a great tradition!
New River Elementary held its second Fall Festival this past 

October, sponsored by PTA. Teachers, parents and students came 
together with our community to have an afternoon full of fun! 
There was music provided by parent and DJ Ivan Salvatierra, 
exciting game booths for children of all ages, a spooky library, 
good food and a costume contest for everyone to enjoy. The 
costume-contest judges were board member Ana Valencia, 
Norwalk vice mayor Marcel Rodarte and Councilman Leonard 
Shryock.

We thank our district and city representatives for taking time out of their 
busy schedules to join us during this fun event! I would like to thank our PTA, 
staff, all of our parents and our volunteers for helping us make the festival a 
huge success. We have certainly started a great new tradition!

michelle Centeno
Principal

New river community comes together at the fall festival.

Norwalk High School
11356 E. Leffingwell Rd., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/868-0431 • www.nlmusd.org

serious about students
The 2013–2014 school year at Norwalk High School has gotten 

off to a tremendous start! I am extremely proud of the work that 
our students, teachers and staff members are doing to make sure 
that every student graduates ready for both college and careers.

I am also pleased to say that the support of our district has 
been tremendous! Our facilities and grounds are looking better 
and better each day; we received 30 new picnic tables for the 
students to use during our break, lunch, and after-school hours; 
and a brand new skateboard rack was added to the campus.

I am thrilled that our relationship with parents and the community remains 
strong. Attendance at both of our monthly parent meetings (or CLASS, the 
Community of Lancers Achieving Student Success) was extremely high. The 
opportunity to share the work we are doing and also receive feedback has been 
tremendous.

I’d like to share two key things we have done to show how serious we are 
about ensuring that all students have access to college and are prepared for it. 
In October, every tenth- and eleventh-grade student took the PSAT. Research 
shows that students who take the PSAT perform better than those who do not. 
We are also offering free SAT preparation courses to nearly 200 students in 
an effort to help them succeed on this vital college entrance requirement. We 
believe that actions like these confirm our commitment to student success.

Thank you, Lancer Community, for all of your ongoing support.

dr. ryan smith
Principal
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Nuffer Elementary School
14821 S. Jersey Ave., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/868-3788 • www.nlmusd.org

learning together
By now, you may have heard how schools are in the process 

of implementing the Common Core State Standards. These 
curriculum standards require that our teachers shift their 
instruction to help students think critically, communicate more 
effectively, persevere through challenges, collaborate with 
others, and use technology resourcefully—all 21st-century skills!

Our teachers had a chance 
to experience such skills 
through the Marshmallow 

Challenge, which was just the first of many 
ways they have come to understand the 
demands of Common Core. They have 
also had the opportunity to observe Ms. 
Buck, the principal, teach a Close Reading 
lesson to second-grade students! Through 
professional readings, videos, collaborative 
discussions, and grade-level planning, all of 
us have been learning together and trying 
on new instructional strategies that will 
help our students meet the new standards.

With this new year ahead, our students 
won’t be the only ones learning!

latasha buck
Principal

Nuffer staff takes on the 
marshmallow Challenge!

Sanchez Elementary School
11960 E. 162nd St., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/926-2365 • www.nlmusd.org

storybook Parade
Storybook characters came alive at Sanchez on October 31! 

Students, staff, parents and community members gathered for 
our yearly Storybook Parade. Students and teachers dressed up 
to look like their favorite character. They also brought a book 
or wrote a story to accompany their costume. It was incredible 
to see how creative and talented our families and staff are in 
costume making. Characters paraded in a circle in front of our 
community judges. Our community judges are descendants of 
Arturo A. Sanchez, the person for whom our school is named 

after. In addition to judging, the family, led by Jim Fierro, provided all of the 
prizes for our different winners. Winners included students, teachers and 
families. This year, a special prize was given to our wonderful secretary, Rosie 
Bonilla to recognize her hard work and commitment to students. Everyone 
enjoyed the event. It was a fun way to celebrate reading and writing.

alicia rubio
Principal

sanchez students dress as their favorite storybook characters!

Southeast Academy
12940 E. Foster Rd., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/809-6237 • www.nlmusd.org

Community service opportunities
Community service at Southeast Academy High School 

provides our cadets an opportunity to earn promotion points. 
Participation in one community service event will earn cadets 20 
points toward promotions. In addition, when a cadet accumulates 
50 hours of community service, he or she will be awarded a 
community-service ribbon.

But it’s not about points for promotion and ribbons—cadets 
soon learn they can make a difference. Having the opportunity to 
help with community issues allows them to have a greater feeling 

of accomplishment, and their self-reliance and confidence soar as a result. 
Volunteering as part of a community team provides a perfect environment 
for developing organizational skills as well as leadership, communication and 
compassion for others. This year, cadets will feed the hungry, collect toys, help 
our senior citizens, be mentors to younger students, clean up our local beaches, 
and provide community events with color guards and flag-folding details.

sgt. marty schafer
Director

Waite MS Careers Magnet
14320 S. Norwalk Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/921-7981 • www.nlmusd.org

Panthers create (8th grade) Common Core Performance task
Waite students asked the essential question: what items 

need to be budgeted when traveling to an unfamiliar city? The 
research has three parts, they include:

Part 1 – explore links using technology to complete graphic 
organizer. Include pricing travel, sites, hotel/motel booking sites, 
food, and entertainment.

Part 2 – Write a day-to-day plan for a weeklong trip plan and 
contingencies.

Part 3 – Write a travel Blog /diary of experiences (virtual vacation).

must do and have items
• Choose City - New York or San Francisco  • Travel Vouchers $ 3000.
• Virtual plane ticket $300 • Must visit 4 historical locations.
Students use language Arts, Mathematics, Geography, and Social Studies 

to complete tasks and a Smarter Balanced Narrative Writing Rubric is used for 
grading.

It is a great day to be a Panther!

willie Norman
Principal
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Head Start Pre-School

from the Nlmusd Preschool Programs:
Fall Science Night on October 24th was a smashing success 

with over 190 people in attendance. Children and their parents 
enjoyed a variety of activity stations such as “Exploring Magnets,” 
“Mystery Boxes,” “Swat the Fly,” “Insect Investigations,” and 
“Planting Seeds.” Many thanks to our staff and community 
volunteers who helped create such engaging learning stations for 
all!

Later this year, we will be hosting “Daddy, Read Me a Story,” 
Night for all preschoolers and their fathers/father figures. Come 

in your pajamas, read some good stories, and enjoy a snack with us as we 
celebrate the power of a good book!

laurel Parker
Director

Adult School
adult esl students and 21st-Century learning

ESL learners at the Norwalk-La Mirada Adult School are fully 
engaged in English-language civics lessons that form a significant 
part of the ESL curriculum. This trimester’s range of topics 
focuses on United States history and government, involvement 
in children’s education, higher-educational opportunities, DMV 
access, and health and nutrition. Students are learning the 
importance and value of civic participation along with the skills 
necessary to be effective and responsible citizens in 21st-century 
society.

Through collaborative work 
inside and outside class using 
e-mail, texting and other 
sources of communication, 
students are engaged in 
learning skills that will help 
them successfully compete in 
today’s job market. Through 
technology-enhanced lessons 
that include the use of iPads 
and digital presentations, our 
ESL learners are becoming 
confident, productive 
consumers in today’s digital 
world.

Stop by one of our 
campuses today and begin 
your journey into learning 
English as a 21st-century 
student.

sharon renfro
todd

Director

head start family services worker, ruth hurtado, assists preschoolers in planting seeds. esl students engaged in 21st century learning.

Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School District
Preschool Programs

2014 – 2015

Monday – Friday
lunes a viernes

7:45am – 3:45pm
Ramona School Office

14616 Dinard Avenue 
Norwalk, CA 90650
(562) 623-7127

License #1915708262, 191595830, 198009691, 1980096931, 198013724, 191500784, 198015222, 198015619, 198013856

Come apply for our high quality preschool programs!
¡Pueden aplicar para nuestros programas de alta calidad!

We offer a variety of programs and sites, including 
Home Base and classes for three and four-year olds, 
beginning in July and September.
Ofrecemos una variedad de programas y lugares, 
Home Base y clases de niños de tres y cuatro años, 
empiezan en julio y septiembre

We toilet train too!
¡Les enseñamos a usar el baño!

To apply, please bring (por favor,traiga con usted):
• Child’s birth certificate certificado de nacimiento
• Proof of income (2013 tax return, previous month’s check stubs)  
 declaración de impuesto a las ganancias, talones de cheque 
 correspondientes al mes anterior
• Proof of address (Utility bill) prueba de domicilio 
 (factura de servicios públicos)
• Child’s immunization record certificado de vacunas del estudiante

The programs serve all eligible children regardless of sex, race, religion, ethnicity, 
or disabilities, and refrain from religious instruction or worship. 
Estos programas sirven a todos los niños elegibles, sin importar raza, sexo o 
incapacidad, y no proporcionamos instrucción religiosa.

Apply
Now For Preschool

Aplique ahora para preescolar
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Note-ables

a gift for sophie
Quebecois poet and songwriter Gilles Vigneault has created 

a multilayered literary experience in A Gift for Sophie. The 
storybook with primitive watercolor illustrations by Stéphane 
Jorisch and a music CD set comprise a tale of friendship across 
the ages. Seven-year-old Sophie loves to draw and share her art 
with her best friend and soul mate, Emilio, and her ancient great-
uncle, Tom. The gifts Sophie receives from these dear people 
tie in to the wisdom that “Old Man Tom,” as he is known, passes 
on to his little niece when he passes on himself. Sophie comes 

to understand and use this wisdom in a delightful way when she and Emilio 
encounter a mystery.

The story, translated from the original French, 
is told in a lilting, evocative manner. The narrative 
on the CD carries the engagement further—the 
songs are grouped at the end and so don’t interrupt 
the storyline; instead, they peel back the layers of 
each character or incident to reveal its essence. 
The musicians and artists, including Canadian folk-
rock singer Martha Wainwright, expose the story’s 
undercurrent with voice, woodwind, accordion, and 
all sorts of string and percussion. Melody lines transport the listeners to a café 
in southern France, the center of a folk dance, the psyche of a cat.

A Gift for Sophie evoked in me all of this and also a nostalgic memory 
from across my own years: me on the fl oor next to my little suitcase 78 rpm 
player listening to records about Tubby the Tuba, Peter and the Wolf, and the 
Churkendoose, reading the storybooks that accompanied them. See what this 
lovely set does for you.

Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

kate karp

A Gift for Sophie Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put Sophie in the subject line)

Rules!!!

Entries must be received by 
January 15, 2013

From the correct entries one name will be 
drawn to win a copy of the book 
A Gift for Sophie with CD.

LITERARY
STORYBOOK
TALE
FRIENDSHIP
WISDOM
MYSTERY
CHARACTER
GIFT

SOPHIE
BEARD
CAT
SIR
EMILIO
FISHING
BEACH
GLASS

PRISM
RAINBOW
TREASURES
HEART
ILLUSTRATIONS
WATERCOLOR

College 4 Less

inspire your kids to achieve greatness!
This past month I had the privilege to be on the campuses of 

both UCLA and UCI for some advanced coursework. I loved it! 
Just being there made me want to be a part of it. It also made me 
remember and realize just how important it is to start talking to 
our children about college by the time they are 5 years old.

Everywhere I looked people were engaged. There were some young 
scholars in middle school taking summer courses. Other students 
were studying with laptops, some sitting in groups and working on 
projects. I laughed when I watched a student walking backwards on a 
campus tour telling jokes to the incoming freshman and their parents.

Young children were following their parents. Each had books and their own 
work to do. It made me remember just how important it is to have our children 
begin experiencing the “college life.”

It used to be a few decades ago that a high school degree was essential. 
Now a college degree is the norm in the workforce. Many times a master’s or 
advanced designations are required.

It may seem like college is a long way off. Unfortunately, it will be here faster 
that you can imagine. Most parents can’t believe how fast the years have passed 
and they are not emotionally or fi nancially prepared to send their children off 
to college. Spending time on campus will make it a reality for everyone. The 
most important thing you can do is to weave college into the fabric of your lives. 
If you have children in grade school; go see competitions, a play, a game. Spend 
time on the campus playing softball or hanging out. Just being there will give 
your child a vision. College will become a part of their vocabulary. Your children 
will become inspired. Give them a vision of going to college someday. It isn’t if 
you go to college, but when you go to college.

Susan both educator and advisor specializes in college planning. She helps families save for and 
pay for college. If you have questions you would like answered in a future article contact her at  
Susan@College4Less.com or on her Web site at www.college4less.com

susan d. 
marshall
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Parent To Parent

Protect your family from holiday stress
Always File Your Receipts in a Safe Place: You never 

know if the gift is going to do or measure up to what you think 
it supposed to; so keep those receipts fi led in a special place just 
in case. Eight-fi ve percent of gifts are returned or exchanged. 
That’s a high number, but isn’t too terribly complicated if you 
have the receipt. Make up a folder and clearly write 2013 Holiday 
Receipts on the outside. For online stores, make sure you know 
about their return policies, especially if you are sending any type 
of plant, food or toy.

Keep a Running List of Names for Greeting Card Recipients: Make 
a list of each person you’d like to send out a card to. Get the kids to help address 
envelopes and even to put on stamps. Depending on how many cards you are 
sending out, it might be best to do this in steps so the kids will view it as Holiday 
joy and fun instead of work and dumb. That’s right; delegate the card sending to 
the kids by separating the process into steps so no one will get overwhelmed.

Meal Planner: Always plan your dinner way ahead of time. Go to the store 
with ingredients written on a list for each dish. If it’s a dish that uses heavy 
creams or other fat-laden ingredients, don’t forget to scan either a conversion 
chart for healthy substitutes or look them up on the Internet to see just how good 
or bad they might actually be. Since this is the time to gain weight, remember 
that kids cannot always say no to certain foods rich in fat largely in part because 
they taste so good. Consider what you need to have around the house for the kids 
to snack on and only allow a nibble here and there of special food. Compare notes 
and make a plan that you are comfortable with for your family keeping in mind 
my personal motto: “easy to add weight on...but very hard to get off.”

Utilize an Organizer: It’s never too early! If you would take a few minutes 
to organize every couple of days now YOU WILL FEEL SO MUCH BETTER 
especially if you do a little delegation to other family members and don’t put so 
many stressful things on any one day. Write every detail up and mark it off as it 
is done. It doesn’t matter how small it is, it still counts and feels great when you 
get to mark it off. The kids love to help with this task as well as will stay busy 
for hours making and marking off lists.

Take a little time for yourself: It should and must be done even if it’s only 
a 30-minute lunch with a long lost friend; sitting down with a brief short book; 
watching a loved but often missed TV show, taking a walk, or even making a 
visit to a local nursing home. Or, take a family trip. There’s nothing better than 
to take several loaves of homemade cranberry bread, pumpkin cookies or fruit 
pies to a nursing home that the kids have helped you bake. Let them help to 
pass out the food and enjoy those smiles from senior citizens. Giving to others 
fi lls your heart with incredible warmth and makes a huge impact on your kids 
by allowing them to see fi rsthand how their special made gifts bring pleasure to 
other people—as well as see you smile.

Jodie Lynn is an award winning, internationally syndicated family/health and education 
columnist and best selling author. She has authored several books including Mom CEO (Chief 
Everything Offi cer), Having Doing, and Surviving it All! and Syndication Secret—What No 
One Will Tell You! Check www.ParentToParent.com for details on new radio talk show, Inside 
Parenting Success.

Jodie lynn

Positive Parenting

bullying and gang Prevention
One day, when my son Scott was eight years old, he voiced his 

surprise that I got out of the car when I took him to school. His 
surprise deepened when it became obvious that I was going to 
school WITH him that day.

“You chose to be unkind to someone at school yesterday, 
and that is not acceptable,” was my response to his “Why?” 
Mid-morning, Scott came up to me and said, “If I promise I will 
never be unkind to anyone again, will you please go home?” 
“It’s a deal,” I said and then left. 

It is not acceptable in my home to be unkind to anyone. Scott 
is now 40 with three children of his own, and they all know the consequences 
of an unkind choice. There comes a time when every parent makes it clear to 
their children that one of the unbreakable rules is zero tolerance for any act 
of unkind-ness. Children need to be raised to be compassionate and kind to 
others. 

These rules should also apply to 
the classroom, the playground, and 
any other setting where children 
interact with one another. Parents often 
approach me with their questions about 
bullying, and my response is clear: 
Unkindness will never be tolerated, no 
matter what the setting. What possesses 
a child to be mean to another child? 
Usually it is unresolved anger and a 
sense of being better than someone else. 
These anger issues can be reconciled with a discipline system that works and 
does not use punishment as its weapon. Boundaries are needed for every child, 
and consequences need to be fair. 

At the ripe old’ age of 71, I can tell you that my “street fi ghter” alter ego has 
caused problems in my life, and my determined-yet-kind self is where the true 
power lies. Angry parents beget angry children. If you can get your children 
to mind without anger, and do so the fi rst time you ask, why wouldn’t you? You 
teach most by what you model. That’s horrible news for some, for since anger is 
behind an act of unkindness, what are you modeling for your child? 

There is a way to break the cycle of children being bullies and being bullied. 
It starts in the home. Children who lack boundaries and aren’t taught respect at 
home are the ones most vulnerable to bullying others and join gangs in order to 
develop a sense of belonging. 

It is such a diffi cult time to raise children! Life is pushing every boundary 
you have, and it is beyond diffi cult to meet children’s needs. But the cost of not 
having children be your top priority is to lose them to behavior that spirals into 
bullying or joining gangs.

Sandy Spurgeon McDaniel has written four books. She has taught school, raised two children, 
worked as a consultant to schools and has taught parenting for the past 35 years. Sandy now 
lives in Meridian, Idaho  www.ParentingSOS.com and Kindle

sandy spurgeon 
mcdaniel

It is not acceptable in my home 

to be unkind to anyone... 

These rules also apply to the classroom,

 the playground, and any other setting 

where children interact with one another.

®Education+Communication=A Better Nation

Join Our Sales Team!Perfect for:
Stay-at-home Moms/Dads

Retirees...You!

• Name your own hours
• 25% Commission
• Sales experience helpful

Ask for Kay 562-493-3193
kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com • www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

If your New Year’s resolution is to add to the household income 
while your children are in school, but still be at home in case 
they need you, then call me to discuss joining our sales team.
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Christmas word search Contest!

BOWS
CANDY CANES
CHIMNEY
COAL
DECORATIONS
EGG NOG
ELF

GINGERBREAD
JINGLE BELLS
LIGHTS
NORTH POLE
ORNAMENT
PRESENTS
RUDOLPH

SANTA CLAUS
SLEIGH
SNOW
SNOWMAN
STOCKINGS
TREE

Entries must be received by January 15, 2014
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certifi cate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 

email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put NLMUSD in the subject line)

Rules!!!

Congratulations to Veronica Castro
Winner of the October Word Search Contest!

A Special Thank You to Norwalk High School,
Ms Tammey Machurski’s class, room 312 for this Word Search.

History Made Easy!
Museum-like setting makes learning history easy.

Grades 4th – 12th

World History
Government
Economics

Hands-on Learning
After School or Saturday

One-on-One
Groups (8 or more may be at 

your location)

By Appointment
(562) 852-5242

225 Main Street, Seal Beach 

World Geography
American History
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work, test scores, report cards, progress reports and grades. It is a big 
“shift” for all; students, teachers and administrators. Governor Brown 
also signed into law Assembly Bill 484 which suspends most of the 
state testing exams this year. The District mailed each family a letter 
specifying these testing changes.

Please encourage our students to persevere during this change. 
Progress Reports will continue to provide parents an indication of how 
our students are transitioning.  We look forward to partnering with you 
and to more meaningful learning for our students. 

As a District, we have faced many challenges in the past few years, but 
in spite of them, we have managed to offer our students more opportunities 
to demonstrate excellence. We could not achieve our outstanding 
accomplishments without the support of our Board of Education, our teachers, 
administrators and staff, our PTA, community partners and, of course and most 
importantly, the parents and families of NLMUSD. 

Thank you for your continued support.

More information on the Common Core State Standards can be found at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov.

significativa de tecnología que se utilizará en el salón de clase para la 
enseñanza y los exámenes.

Este cambio en la enseñanza y el aprendizaje dará lugar a diferencias 
en el trabajo, puntuación de exámenes, boleta de calificaciones, informes de 
progreso y calificaciones de su estudiante. Es un gran “cambio “ para todos 
los estudiantes, maestros y administradores. El Gobernador Brown también 
convirtió en Ley la  Propuesta de Ley 484 que suspende la mayoría de los 
exámenes estatales este año. Anteriormente, el Distrito envió por correo a 
cada familia una carta especificando estos cambios de los exámenes.

Por favor anime a los alumnos a perseverar durante este cambio. Informes 
de progreso seguirán ofreciendo a los padres una indicación de como nuestros 
estudiantes están traicionando. Esperamos poder colaborar con usted y un 
aprendizaje más significativo para nuestros estudiantes.

Como Distrito, nos hemos enfrentado a muchos desafíos en los últimos años, 
pero a pesar de ellos, hemos conseguido ofrecer a nuestros estudiantes más 
oportunidades para demostrar la excelencia. No podríamos a ver conseguido 
nuestros logros sobresalientes sin el apoyo de nuestra Junta de Educación, 
nuestros maestros, administradores y personal, nuestra Asociación de Padres 
y Maestros (PTA, por sus siglas en inglés), socios de la comunidad, y por 
supuesto, y lo más importante, los padres y familiares de NLMUSD.

Gracias por su continuo apoyo.
Más información sobre los Estándares Estatales Comunes se puede encontrar en 

http://www.cde.ca.gov.

dr. ruth Pérez
Superintendent

After high school, students can continue their education in alternative fuels 
by taking Advanced Transportation Technology and Energy Initiative (ATTEI) 
course work at local community colleges that provide training in EVs. ATTEI is 
part of California Community Colleges Economic and Workforce Development 
Initiative. The goal is to ensure that California has a highly-skilled, clean-
energy technology workforce in order to combat climate change and meet the 
state’s goals of AB32.

According to the EV advocacy group, Plug in America, nationwide there are 
137,464 electric vehicles on the roads today. Two of these are owned by LMHS 
teachers Fred Cruz and Norma Williamson. Fred Cruz, a math teacher, reports 
that prior to purchasing his EV, his gasoline bill was $210 a month. Now he pays 
zero dollars. Norma Williamson states that during the 11 years that she drove 
her first electric vehicle, she only spent $150 in repairs due to the fact that EVs 
only have 10 percent of the parts of an internal combustion engine. Her current 
EV earned her a $2,500 rebate check from the state and a $7,500 federal tax 
credit. She has not purchased gasoline for 12 years!

The September 10 Sponsors Recognition Event honored four community 
sponsors for making this hands-on project possible: CTA, for the IFT grant; 
Electric Auto Shop, which donated $10,000 in curricular materials and teacher 
training; and Plug in America co-founder Linda Nicholes and Our 1 World 
co-founder Cathy Lam, who together sponsored an Electric Driveway Party 
fund-raiser for LMHS and raised $1,800 for electric-vehicle-related fieldtrips 
and materials. CTA/IFT has previously awarded LMHS three grants, for 
green-energy engineering student projects, for a total amount of $70,000. 
Sponsors received certificates of appreciation from LMHS Energy Engineering 
Technology and Aerospace (E2TA) as well as congressional certificates from 
Congresswoman Linda Sanchez.

The Honorable Tony Mendoza, former State Assemblymember, was the 
guest speaker. Attendees included: Air Quality Management District, which 
displayed a 100-percent electric vehicle and clean air material; Kelley Rush, 
President of the Teachers Association for the Norwalk La Mirada Area; 
Joanne Jung, Coordinator of Career Technical Education; and LMHS teachers, 
administrators and counselors. In addition, a class of ninth-graders attended 
and took Cornell notes on the displays and exhibits.

Matt Opper, the E2TA coordinator and math chairman, John Alvarez, the 
E2TA co-coordinator, and Alex Gian, a recent LMHS graduate and University 
of California, San Diego software engineering student, helped students exhibit 
their engineering projects from last year: two electric bicycles and one electric 
go-kart. Student Iqmet Cifligu described to the assembled audience his clean-
energy technology experiences with last year’s CTA/IFT Green Jobs Project.

ElEctrifying • From Page 1

Jesse urquidi, ana valencia, karen morrison, board President ed hengler, 
darryl adams, vice President margarita rios, and Chris Pflanzer.

board of education

12820 Pioneer Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650 • 562/868-0431 • www.nlmusd.k12.ca.us

El Camino High  • John Glenn High   
La Mirada High • Norwalk High     

Southeast Academy High

Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
Classes for Adults

Please call for more information

Proud Partners of 
Norwalk-La Mirada
Unified School District

Providing CTE Classes at 
all NLMUSD High Schools

12940 E. Foster Rd.
Norwalk, CA 90650

(562)860-1927 ext.1000 • www.southeastrop.org

New!

SupErintEndEnt • From Page 1 SupErintEndEnt • From Page 1
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(714) 995-READ (7323)
Cypress/Garden Grove• Campus View Center (Valley View at Lincoln) 9111 Valley View St. Suite 115, Cypress, CA 90630

A – New Beginning for Your Child

A – Clean Slate at School

A = A Trip to the Tutoring Club

“I am the mother of 3 children and my oldest son was having reading problems. 
The Tutoring Club helped my son and myself to learn new reading strategies. 
With Tutoring Club’s help my 6 year old son was able to sound out words and 
read. He is very proud of himself and I am so happy and proud of him as well. He 
couldn't have made the growth without the Tutoring Club. Thank you Tutoring Club 
for giving my son the help he needed.”
 Mother of 1st grader – SES Student
 Norwalk-La Mirada School District

“I want to express my sincere gratitude for the academic support you and your staff 
have provided to my son during the past year. I can attest to the significant impact the 
Tutoring Club experience has made in his life. As a result, he has earned A’s and B’s and 
is less frustrated when given difficult homework assignments. Beyond this, he has developed 
the academic self-confidence needed to be successful. I attribute a great deal of my son’s 
academic success to the team at the Tutoring Club. Thank you for making a difference!!”
 Paul R. de Dios
 Dean of Cypress College

“My son always fought me to do homework, and this would be an all night thing. I tried 
everything, and then found the Tutoring Club. Putting him in the Tutoring Club’s the best thing 
I could have done for him. His 2011 California Standards Test was proficient in everything!!!!”
 Mother of student at 
 Landell Elementary, Cypress

Let Us Help With Homework This Year

Expires January 31, 2014

30 Hours
at$35 per hour

Free Testing & Enrollment

$150 Off
Our 

SAT/ACT Program
Expires January 31, 2014

We have Free Tutoring with the SES ProgramSign up through your school district

Get Ready for the Common Core Curriculum

ASVAB Prep -

Military Exam 

- Special Pricing -


