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Several years ago School News
featured then 12 year-old Karley
Cable, who wrote and published
Raisin,—A Doggie’s Tale, a book
about her therapy dog in order to
raise money for local animal shelters.

She is now a sophomore at 
Wilson High School and continuing 
to promote her book. It has gotten
the attention of Oprah Winfrey, 
Ellen DeGeneres, and a visit to both
the White House for a tour and the
“Live with Regis and Kelly” show.
Karley has been able to donate over a
thousand dollars to several shelters
and community organizations from
her book’s proceeds. Kohls just
awarded Karley a scholarship for her
volunteer efforts and ABC-7 is also
awarding her for her contributions

Karley is so excited to be a Varsity
cheerleader at Wilson this year. Under
the leadership of their new coach
Brooke Mastroluca-Birdsall, a former
Wilson cheerleader with many years

Wilson High School Varsity Cheerleaders

Community Spirit — School SpiritSUPERINTENDENT
State Cuts Threaten
Progress by Students

State test scores
for students in the
Long Beach Unified
School District 
continued a 10-year
upward trend,
according to recently
released data from

the California Department of
Education. LBUSD students made
gains in all subject areas tested,
including English, math, history
and science. In some instances,
gains were dramatic.

The improved test scores come
despite years of severe budget cuts
to public education. We achieved
these results under some of the
toughest circumstances in our
school district’s history. We’re main-
taining steady, significant growth in
student achievement thanks to our
employees, parents, students and
many partners in the community.

SEE SUPERINTENDENT • PAGE 26
SEE COMMUNITY SPIRIT • PAGE 23

Christopher J.
Steinhauser

Jessie B. Nelson
Academy

The gleaming
new Jessie Elwin
Nelson Academy
opened to 
students on
September 5, 
and celebrated
during a formal
grand opening 

ceremony on September 27, 2012.
Jessie Nelson Academy, a 6-8

school, is located in Signal Hill, was
named in honor of the first female
mayor in Signal Hill, the honorable
Jessie Elwin Nelson. Student enroll-
ment will largely be comprised of
students from Mary K. Butler K-8

SEE BOARD OF EDUCATION PAGE 26

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Dr. Felton
Williams
Member

Besides my
work on the Signal
Hill City Council, 
I have worked for
the past twenty-six
years as a prose-
cutor with the 
Los Angeles
County District
Attorney’s office. 
I have always been
conscious and

aware of safety concerns and
issues. As a parent of twins who
attend elementary school in Long
Beach (go Prisk Pioneers!) I have
even greater safety concerns now.
No one wants to imagine something
happening to a child. But in our
society things do happen, and we

Safety First Priority

Tina Hansen
Mayor

City of Signal Hill

Greetings! 
I am proud to be
Long Beach’s new
Vice Mayor, and
thankful to School
News for the
opportunity to write
to you each issue.

I want thank
LBUSD staff and all
the families for the
great work you do
to keep our kids in

school, becoming life-long learners
and active citizens. As an educator,
I know the relationship between the
schools and the City is so important,
and we can be very proud of our
efforts to work together for the
good of our youth.

Working Together for Our Youth 

Dr. Robert Garcia
Vice Mayor

City of Long Beach
and Joint Use

Committee Member

SEE CITY OF SIGNAL HILL PAGE 25 SEE CITY OF LONG BEACH PAGE 25

The 2012-2013
LBUSD school year
is well under way.
To make this
school year even
safer, here are
three tips for Long
Beach parents and
guardians:

Fill Out the Forms
No parent

enjoys filling out the emergency
contact forms every year. It seems
every teacher, every coach, and
every after-school program has its
own stack of forms. They want
home numbers, cell numbers, work
addresses, email addresses. Does
the child have allergies, or medical

Making New School Year Even Safer

Douglas P.
Haubert 

City Prosecutor
City of Long Beach

SEE CITY OF LB, CITY PROSECUTOR PAGE 25

Inside:
LB Education Foundation page 3 • Real Estate Matters, Financial Tips, American Business Women’s Assoc. page 4
Child Dev. Center, Friends of LB Animals page 5 • LBUSD Schools pages 6–23 • Westerly School page 24 AHA page 27
City of Signal Hill Mayor, City of Long Beach Vice-Mayor, City of Long Beach City Prosecutor page 25 • CSULB page 26 

WWW. SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

Contest 
page 13

 



2 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

562/493-3193
kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com

Home
Room
Home
Room

Neta Madison
Netragrednik

Education + Communication = A Better Nation

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
covering the

LONG BEACH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

FOUNDER/PUBLISHER: Kay Coop
562/493-3193 • kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
ADVERTISING SALES: Heidi Guiol
562/493-3193 • Fax: 562/430-8063
heidi@schoolnewsrollcall.com
CONTENT COORDINATOR: Barbra Longiny
COPY EDITORS:
Lisa Brock, Kate Karp & Anna Zappia
CONTRIBUTING CARTOONIST: 
Netragrednik by Neta Madison
P.B. & Chim by Robin Auwerd
GRAPHIC DESIGNER: Laura Brune

®

SCHOOL NEWS ROLL CALL
P.O. Box 728, Seal Beach, CA 90740
562/493-3193
www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
Copyright © 2006, School News Roll Call LLC
Reproduction in whole or in part without written 
permission is strictly prohibited unless otherwise stated.
Opinions expressed by contributing writers and guest
columnists are their views and not necessarily those of
School News Roll Call. This publication is privately
owned and the right is reserved to select and edit content.
The school district does not endorse the advertisers 
in this publication.

SchoolNewsRollCall

@SchoolNewsRC

You can now
launch our 
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Kay Coop
Founder / Publisher

School is in full swing with summer
a fading memory and books a reality.
Thank you for including School News
in your reading choices.

Each issue we highlight the individual
school classrooms and this issue is all
about the principals. It is always fun
to learn where the principals went to
school, about the families, pets, and
hobbies. It is amazing how many 
principals, spouses and their children
are graduates of LBUSD. There are a
few principal bio’s missing and that is
either because we did not receive the
information by press time or they
chose not to have their info included.

Happy Halloween and Thanksgiving!
Our next issue is December 5.
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Long Beach Education Foundation
1515 Hughes Way, Long Beach, CA 90810 • 562/997-8054

Washington DC Comes to Long Beach
What an honor it will be for our

Superintendent of Schools, Chris
Steinhauser, to host his guest
Superintendent For A Day, Gregory
Darnieder, the Senior Advisor to 
US Secretary of Education, Arne
Duncan, on the nation’s College
Access Initiative. Mr. Darnieder is
coming to Long Beach Unified School
District to more deeply understand
the commitment we have as a com-

munity to our local students’ academic success as
well as our commitment to getting more and more
students prepared for and enrolled in college through the Long Beach College
Promise. He worked in the Chicago Public Schools under then Superintendent
Duncan to design and implement postsecondary, academic, financial, and social
support programs and building university, corporate and civic partnerships to
enhance college access.

Principal For A Day is scheduled for October 30, 2012. Registration is available
upon request to LBEF@LBSchools.net. Principal For A Day is an important part
of the district’s community involvement efforts. Guest principals get a bird’s eye
view of what it takes to run a school in an urban school district. Community
members tour the school and speak with students, teachers, parents, and others.
They provide feedback to the principals on what they think is going well and
areas that need strengthening. The Superintendent collects and shares the feed-
back with the Board of Education, principals and teachers. Recommendations are
included in the district’s strategic planning process.

Judy Seal
Executive
Director

SEE LONG BEACH EDUCATION FOUNDATION PAGE 10
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Real Estate Matters

Unemployed? 
Got a home loan to pay? Read this Now!

These are tough times we are living in...the worst I have seen.
If you are not unemployed, I am certain that you know

someone who is. I am meeting far too many who are searching
for work — only to find literally hundreds of applicants for every
position.

Not surprisingly, statistics show that nearly 10% of late pay-
ments on Freddie Mac mortgages are tied to unemployment.

Earlier this year, Freddie Mac announced that unemployed
homeowners may be eligible for up to 12 months of forbearance.

“Forbearance” is the legal terminology for “giving you a break.” In other words,
you may be able to hold off making your mortgage payments for up to one year.

In doing so, Fannie Mae does not pursue their rights to foreclosure during the
time period. As such, unemployed borrowers are eligible for six months of forbearance
without Freddie Mac’s prior approval, and to an additional 6 months grace, with
prior approval.

It is hoped that these expanded forbearance periods will provide homeowners
more time to locate employment.

If you or someone you know can benefit from this type of assistance, contact
me and I will put you in touch with a lender who is familiar with this program.

CathyLyn Brooks has been a local real estate broker since 1980, earning the advanced credentials of Certified
Residential Specialist and Graduate Realtor through advanced education and sales volume. She has completed
the American Bar Association’s approved Paralegal certification and is an instructor at UCI in the Paralegal 
program. She also teaches real estate related courses in the extension program. The NASD, the NYSE, and the
National Futures Organization have appointed her as a public arbitrator. Her degree is in finance and marketing
from the University of Southern California. CathyLyn is affiliated with Main Street Realtors and can be reached at:
562/719-2530 or cathylyn@earthlink.net Consumers should seek legal and tax advice from professionals in each field

CathyLyn Brooks

Financial Tips

Protect Yourself from Identity Theft (Part II)
Identity theft occurs when your personal information such as
your credit card numbers, social security number, birth date or
bank account information is compromised or stolen. Below are 
a few steps to prevent or help reduce the risk of your personal
information from being stolen:

IInntteerrnneett SSaaffeettyy:: Regard internet offers or solicitations with
extreme caution. Do not click on hyperlinks that ask you to 
provide personal, credit card or bank information as well as 
your username and password. Only provide your information 
to sites that you accessed directly and know are reputable. 
When shopping online, be sure to look for a small lock icon on

the screen to indicate that you are on a secured encrypted site or at least an
“https” at the beginning of the web address. Be diligent in keeping your virus
protection software up to date and if possible install firewalls to prevent
hackers from accessing your computer. 

UUsseerrnnaammeess aanndd PPaasssswwoorrddss:: Create complex usernames and passwords that
contain a combination of letters, numbers and special characters. Never write
them down and carry them with you nor share them with anyone. If you need
to write them down, store them somewhere only accessible by you. 

UUssiinngg YYoouurr AATTMM,, DDeebbiitt oorr CCrreeddiitt CCaarrdd:: If you’re using a walk-up ATM or any
other public debit or credit machine, make sure to keep an eye on the people
around you to ensure they’re not watching you as you enter your PIN. Always
take any receipts with you when you are finished with your transaction. Be on
the lookout for any unusual equipment on the ATM to ensure a skimming
device has not been attached. 

Jeffrey A. Napper
President & CEO
LBS Financial 
Credit Union

American Business Women’s Association
562/591-2625 • www.abwa.org

Did you know?
By Cecile Harris Walters, National Ambassador and
Member of the Diamonds of Southbay Chapter, Long Beach,
California

Your next Tax Accountant, Bookkeeper, Hair Stylist, Human
Rights Consultant, or PTA Member is possibly a member of the
American Business Women’s Association.  Would you like to learn
about resources for persons with disabilities, parenting classes, or
being an effective public speaker? You can by joining us, a diverse
group of professional women, at our next meeting of the Diamonds
of Southbay Chapter or a Chapter near you. Did you know that on

September 22, 1949, the American Business Women’s Association was founded.
One of the most historic events affecting ABWA was the proclamation of
September 22 as American Business Women’s Day. Enacted in 1983 by a joint
Congressional resolution and the signature of then- President Ronald Reagan, 
the proclamation recognized all working women.  Join us and meet some of these
outstanding working women.

ABWA brings together businesswomen of diverse occupations and provides
opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow personally and 
professionally through leadership, education, networking support and national
recognition. To locate a chapter near you, call 562.591.2625 for more information

Tina Gandy
National
President

Please see our ad 
on the back cover.
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Friends of Long Beach Animals
3815 Atlantic Ave., Suite 4, Long Beach, CA 90807 • 562/988-7647 • www.folba.org

You Heard It Before: Adopt! Adopt! 
By Miriam Yarden, B.Sc., MS, APDT

On July 14, I lost my tiny Chihuahua, Enero. It was sudden for me because I
was not aware that he had a ruptured disc in his spine in an area that rendered
his legs completely paralyzed. With an aching heart, I had to make the terrible
decision to help him reach the Rainbow Bridge. He went to sleep forever in my
arms hearing the words “Thank you for all the years of love you gave me.”

His sister, Navidad, is bereft and grieving. She is searching for him and refuses
to play or bounce around the way she used to. His two feline friends are
searching for him day and night as well. As for me, I miss his love, his lively play-
fulness, his cuddling in my lap and his constant play with my other companions.
He left a sad gap in my life.

We all need to add a new member to
our family. We shall be looking for a little
one at shelters, at rescue groups, at
breed rescues and in all places where
dogs need to be rescued. We are looking
for an adult whose chances of being
adopted are not as good as that of tiny
puppies because they also need loving,
forever-homes. Enero and all my others
were rescued little dogs, and Enero paid
back his rescue with 12 years of love,
loyalty, devotion and pleasure.

Adopt? You bet! An adult who has finished teething, is housetrained and who
will be loved. Above all, I will be saving a life. It can’t get much better than that.

Child Development Center
4310 Long Beach Blvd., suite 200, Long Beach, CA 90807
562/422-6868 • www.lbusd.k12.ca.us/Main_Offices/Superintendent/Child_Development/

Put Down Technology—Pick Up a Hook!
During the summer, CDC journeyed back to a time when 

students learned a skill that would provide a sense of pride and
craftsmanship—crocheting!

Crochet means “hook” in French, and students learned that
picking up a hook and yarn to create a pattern could be just as
much fun and rewarding as a game played on an electronic device.
Crocheting, they learned, took patience and practice, but once
mastered, watching the yarn turned into beautiful designs and 
patterns became relaxing and fascinating.

The students were delighted to share their new skill with their
parents. They were proud
to be able to teach others a
skill that has been around
since the 19th century. 
And CDC teachers were
delighted to know that 
students will have some-
thing in common with older
family members who may
also crochet.

Our staff continues to
encourage students to try
new things. They know it’s
okay to put down their
devices and pick up on a
new hobby!

Lauren Shaw
Director

We Gladly Accept EBT Food Stamp Cards

HARBOR AREA 
FARMERS MARKETS

Bixby Knolls

Downtown 
Long Beach

Cerritos Towne Center

Alamitos Bay
Marina

Thursdays 

Fridays 

Saturdays

Sundays

• Local Farm Fresh Produce
• Food Artisans & Live Music
• Plants & Cut Flowers
• Baked Goods, Honey & More!

Since 1980

866-GOODVEG
GOODVEG.ORG

Adopt? You bet! 

An adult who has finished teething, 

is housetrained and who will be loved. 

Above all, I will be saving a life. 

It can’t get much better than that.
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Barton Elementary
1100 E. Del Amo Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90807 • 562/428-0555 • http://barton-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Lori Grady, the current principal at Clara Barton Elementary
School, grew up in Springfield, Massachusetts and migrated to
Long Beach, CA in 1999. Grady earned a bachelor’s degree in
Business Management from Hampton University in Hampton,
Virginia. She earned her teaching credential from CSULB and
administrative credential and master’s from National University.

Grady has worked as a teacher, facilitator, vice-principal, EL
specialist, learning director, and program specialist in LBUSD. She
has worked at Harte, Edison, King, Webster, McKinley, and Special
Projects Services.

Grady enjoys spending time with her husband and two boys. She spends her
free time taking in a movie, going for a walk, or playing board games. “I am
excited about working with the students, parents, staff, and Barton community in
continuing all of the great things happening at Barton and creating systems and
processes to make the school run even more efficiently and effectively,” Grady
stated. “Barton was a California Distinguished School once, and with all stake-
holders working together, there is no reason why we could not be a California
Distinguished School again.”

Addams Elementary 
5320 Pine Ave., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/428-0202 • http://add-lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

Mrs. Arroyo is the proud parent of two Long Beach-educated
students and she is humbled to be the Principal at Jane Addams.
This will be her second year as Principal at Jane Addams
Elementary School and her sixth as principal in the district. Time
has flown quickly as she enters her 17th year in the district and
her 20th as an educator. She has taught at a variety of levels and
in 7 schools in Long Beach and in another district in Humboldt
County.

Education is deep in her veins. She comes from a family of 
educators. As a hard working student, she excelled in spite of 
frequent moves and changing schools. She attended 12 schools

before finishing high school, though this did not impede her academic achieve-
ments. She earned a full scholarship to Stanford University and graduated with a
double major. During that time, she learned Spanish and has been working on
refining it ever since. After graduation she worked briefly in radio and television
and then settled into her teaching career.

She is married to Luis, her wonderful husband of 27 years. They raised two
sons. Mrs. Arroyo believes is every child in our schools has the right to high
quality education. Mrs. Arroyo admires the hard work of teachers and student
alike at Addams. She looks forward to another year as a dedicated servant of our
public schools.

Alvarado Elementary 
1900 E. 21st St., Signal Hill, CA 90755 • 562/985-0019 • http://alvarado-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Dr. Brett Geithman, the principal of Alvarado Elementary
School, is proud and privileged to be a part of this innovative team
of educators. He was born and raised in Bay Village, Ohio, but
always knew he was a Californian at heart. After high school,
Geithman relocated to California and earned his bachelor’s degree
in psychology from California State University, Chico, in 2000.
Following graduation, He took on the role of substitute teacher in
Lake Tahoe and found his true passion in education.

In 2000, Geithman and his soon-to-be wife, Kristy, embarked on
a five-month journey around the world to Tahiti, New Zealand,
Australia, Thailand, Nepal, and Egypt. Upon their return, He was

granted admission to the University of Southern California (USC) Master’s in
Counseling program, moving him to Los Angeles. However, he quickly left the
program for his calling in education as a high school alternative education teacher.

After teaching in alternative education for two years, he was offered a fourth-
grade literacy teaching position in Long Beach Unified School District. While
teaching at Monroe K-8, Geithman earned his master’s degree in education with
an option in administration, from California State University, Long Beach.

In 2006 Geithman made the transition from Long Beach to Los Alamitos
Unified School District as the assistant principal of McGaugh Elementary School.
He then returned to Long Beach in 2008 and began his current position as 
principal of Alvarado. In 2009, he finished his doctoral degree in education at
USC. Geithman has also served as an adjunct professor in the Master of Arts 
in Teaching program at USC and is currently an Ed.D. Faculty Fellow at CSU,
Long Beach.

Geithman and his wife are raising their four-year-old son and two-year-old
daughter in Long Beach and continue their travels around the world.

Avalon/Two Harbors
P.O. Box 557, Avalon, CA 90704 • 310/510-0790 • http://lbavalon.schoolloop.com/

Angelica Gonzalez is beginning her second year at Avalon/Two
Harbor schools. She was born and raised in Long Beach and is a
proud product of Long Beach Unified District Schools-graduating
from Millikan High School. She completed her undergraduate
degree at USC and her graduate degree at CSUDH. Traveling and
exploring new cultures is a favorite of Ms. Gonzalez.

Angelica has over 15 years of education experience in the district
ranging from instructional aide, elementary school teacher, literacy
coach and assistant principal. She is enjoying being a part of the
Avalon/Two Harbors community and working towards the academic
and social growth of all students on Catalina Island.

Bancroft Middle School
5301 Centralia St., Long Beach, CA 90808 • 562/425-7461 • http://lbbancroft.schoolloop.com/

Kimberly Dalton, Principal

Kim Dalton, the current principal at Bancroft Middle School, moved
throughout the country in her childhood due to her father’s service in the Air
Force. When it was time to choose a college, she decided to attend Cal State
Long Beach in the city where both of her parents had been born and raised.

While attending CSULB she started her career in Long Beach Unified as an
aide at the Emerson Kid’s Club. After earning her Bachelor of Science degree in
Zoology and completing a single subject science teaching credential she was
hired to teach science at Stanford Middle School. She taught at Stanford for ten
years, teaching both 7th and 8th grade students and taking on science depart-
ment head and GATE coordinator roles. Mrs. Dalton completed her Master’s
program and administrative credential at CSUDH. Over the last eight years she
has served as vice/assistant principal at Butler K-8, Tincher K-8, and Jefferson
Middle School. 

Mrs. Dalton notes that “it is exciting to be a middle school administrator.
Middle school is a time where students grow academically and socially and are
taking great leaps in the area of independence. It is exciting to see their enthusiasm
and to teach them skills that they can utilize over a life time.” 

Mrs. Dalton is married and has a 7th grade son who attends school in LBUSD.

(K–12)

Dr. Brett
Geithman
Principal

Rosana Madrid-
Arroyo
Principal

Lori Grady
Principal

Angelica Gonzalez
Principal

To place your ad in our Special December issue 
and reach YOUR target market:

(562) 493-3193 • kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Birney Elementary
710 W. Spring St., Long Beach, CA 90806 • 562/427-8512 • http://birney-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Thomas Espinoza, Principal

Bixby Elementary
5251 E. Stearns St., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/498-3794 • http://bixby-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

I’m proud to be returning as Bixby’s principal this year. Bixby is
a great place to learn and grow. It is full of so many wonderful and
dedicated staff members, students and families.

I started working in the Long Beach Unified School District
started as a college aide more than twenty years ago! I’ve also been
a 5th grade teacher, technology specialist, literacy specialist, acting
librarian, and vice principal. I am proud to be serving one of the
best urban school districts in the country. 

I lost my loveable cocker spaniel, Christopher, over the summer,
but he sent me a guardian angel named Cjon Puffy. Cjon is a beautiful,
rambunctious, black and white cocker puppy. He and my aquatic

turtle, Cleopatra Jones, keep me company when I am not with the Bixby Beavers.
This summer, I visited our nation’s capitol, Washington, DC, for the first time. I
took my godson and Bixby’s mascot, Mr. Bruce. We got to visit the capitol
building, almost all of the monuments, the Smithsonian museums, and the
changing of the guard at Arlington Cemetery. It was awesome! 

I still love listening to live Jazz and Gospel music, singing in my church choirs,
and singing with a praise team called The Book Club. I’m planning on supporting
the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer and the Muscular Dystrophy Association this
year, and I’m looking forward to the Beach Walk in October. Maybe I’ll see you
there. In these times of fiscal crisis remember this, “Those who think that only
sunshine brings happiness have never danced in the rain.” Have a great year!

Stephanie Jones
Principal

Beach High School
3701 E. Willow Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/595-8893• http://ilp-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Matt Saldana, current principal at Long Beach School for Adults,
is happy to announce that LBSA is now hosting a new and exciting
program for high school students, called Beach High School. This
program, located on the LBSA campus is designed to provide 10th
grade students (11th and 12th may also attend) with an opportunity
to make up credits, and return to their former high school. Along
with this new program, Mr. Saldana is also responsible for the job
training programs at the campus, and is very involved with the
Expanding Pathway’s/Linked Learning programs at the high
schools.

A native of Catalina Island, Matt left the island after high school to attend
community college. After completing his associate’s degree at Golden West College,
he attended California State University, Long Beach, where he obtained a bachelor’s
degree in Industrial Education. He next earned a master’s degree in education
from La Verne College. He also has completed a certificate in school business
management at the University of Southern California. In this special program, he
learned the ins and outs of successful school operations-from food services to
transportation.

Saldana served as the principal of Avalon’s K-12 school for several years before
returning to the mainland to work.

When he’s not busy with his principal duties, Saldana likes to camp, fish from
his boat, refurbish old cars, and refinish furniture. He holds a commercial fishing
license to fish for lobster and is an avid sports man, with a special love for baseball.

Saldana and his wife, Valerie, have a blended family of five children-Yannick,
28, Cherizar, 26, Eiton, 24, Alexa, 18, and Santana, 15. As a family, they spend
many of their vacations enjoying the sports and fun on Catalina, and visiting
points of interest in the beautiful state of California.

Matt Saldana
Principal

Bryant Elementary
4101 E. Fountain St., Long Beach, CA 90804 • 562/498-3802 • http://bry-lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

Doris Robinson’s career in education has taken her in many
directions. After graduating from Howard University and the
University of LaVerne, her educational career began in Atlanta, GA
as a high school teacher with the Atlanta Public School System.
Among her many past job titles, she includes attendance assistant
with LBUSD, director of attendance for Paramount Unified School
District, taught Child, Family and Community at Long Beach City
College, teacher with Los Angeles Unified School District, counselor
for Long Beach Unified School District, and vice principal of
Newcomb Academy, Hamilton Middle School, Hughes Middle

School and Grant Elementary School. She is currently principal of Bryant
Elementary School, where she has led staff members and students for six years.

Doris has served as community vice president for Junior League of Long
Beach and has served on the Board of Trustees for the Long Beach Museum of
Art, the Public Corporation for the Arts, and Cedar House for Abused Children.
She was also a charter member and the organizer for the Long Beach chapter of
Jack and Jill of America, where a scholarship has been named in her honor, presi-
dent of the Harbor Area chapter of Links, Inc. and is a member of Delta Sigma
Theta sorority. She was named Music Intelligence Neural Development (MIND)
Institute’s Principal of the Year for 2005–2006, the same year the institute named
Bryant as School of the Year.

Doris has three children, all of whom are graduates of Long Beach Unified
School District. She is also a proud grandma to one granddaughter and one
grandson. Doris also enjoys reading, traveling, sports, dancing, and the outdoors.

Doris Robinson
Principal
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Cabrillo High School
2001 Santa Fe Ave., Long Beach, CA 90810 • 562/951-7700 • http://lbcabrillo.schoolloop.com/

Dr. Elio Mendoza, Co-Principal and Alejandro Vega, Co-Principal

Burbank Elementary 
501 Junipero Ave., Long Beach, CA 90814 • 562/439-0997 • http://bbk-lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

By Maria Ledesma, School Secretary
Burbank Elementary School is proud to welcome, along 

with all our terrific students, our new principal – MarJean Hughes.
Mrs. Hughes comes to us from Keller Elementary School, where
she was a principal for 9 years. She grew up in and lives in the
Lakewood/Long Beach area. She went through the Lakewood/Long
Beach/CalState school system.

Mrs. Hughes is very proud of her family. She is married and has
three adult children. Mrs. Hughes is excited to have her last child
graduate from CSULB with a Bachelors of Fine Arts. She strongly

believes in all students going to college.
She is thrilled to be chosen to come to Burbank school, because she knows all

about the exciting things that are happening here! Mrs. Hughes has become a
celebrity on the Burbank News. Working with the community associations is
something Mrs. Hughes values as a partnership in education.

We are very pleased to have Mrs. Hughes at Burbank!

Burcham (K–8)
5610 Monlaco Road, Long Beach, CA 90808 • 562/420-2685 • www.lbburcham.schoolloop.com/

Ms. LaShell Diggs is beginning her 7th year as Principal of
Burcham K-8 School. She has worked in the Long Beach Unified
School District for 19 years. During that time she served as a third
grade teacher, master teacher for student teachers, mentor
teacher, elementary math coach, program facilitator, Human
Resource Services manager, vice principal (Whittier Elementary)
and principal at Mary Butler K-8 school. She attended college at
CSULB where she earned her Bachelor of Arts degreee, teaching
credential, Master’s of Arts degree, and Administrative Credential.
Ms. Diggs loves her role as Burcham’s Principal and looks forward
to another great year of teaching and learning!

Burnett Elementary 
565 E. Hill St., Long Beach, CA 90806 • 562/595-9466 • http://burnett-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Lucy Salazar, the principal of Burnett Elementary School, has
been with Long Beach Unified School district since 1996. Her
interest in an educational career started when she was a college
aide at a middle school in San Diego. The joy of working with
young minds and eager students stayed with her. Salazar received
her bachelor’s degree in liberal studies from San Diego State
University and earned a master’s degree in educational administration
and an administrative credential from California State University,
Long Beach.

Salazar’s career in Long Beach began as a third-grade teacher 
at Lafayette Elementary School. Aside from teaching at Lafayette, she also served
the students and teachers as a literacy specialist, a Title 1 facilitator and a vice
principal. In 2004, she moved to Whittier Elementary School to continue her work
as a vice principal, where she enjoyed two great years. Now in her 17th year in
the district, Mrs.Salazar looks forward to beginning her Seventh year as principal
of Burnett Elementary School. “It has been rewarding to work with such hard-
working and dedicated teachers and staff,” Salazar said.

“Seeing the happy faces of students on a daily basis lets me know I’m doing
what I love! Students at Burnett are so happy to be learning and making great
friends!”

During her time away from Burnett, Salazar enjoys spending time with friends
and family. “Having a loving husband, great siblings, awesome friends and the
best parents, I feel like the luckiest person! They keep me strong and recharged
for the work I do on a daily basis.” Salazar values her working relationships with
parents and the community of Burnett.

“Our community is very proud of all the successes enjoyed in the past and
looks forward to many more in the future,” Salazar added. “Everyone at our
school makes sure students look forward to school each day, and I thank each
person who makes Burnett a great place to learn and work!”

Marjean Hughes
Principal

LaShell Diggs
Principal

Lucy Salazar
Principal

Carver Elementary 
5335 E. Pavo St., Long Beach, CA 90808 • 562/420-2697 • http://carver-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Sarah Forrester has been in the field of education for 14 years
and is thrilled to join the dynamic team at Carver Elementary. She
began her career with Long Beach Unified as a fifth grade teacher
at Garfield Elementary School, and has also taught third and fourth
grade in the district. Her diversified assignments over the years as
a Classroom Teacher, EL Specialist at Willard Elementary, Learning
Director at Signal Hill Elementary and Vice-Principal at Lincoln
Elementary have helped to prepare her for her new role as
Principal at Carver. Mrs. Forrester is passionate about the work
she does and the success of every student. She knows that Carver
students and staff are “Excellent to the CORE!” 

Mrs. Forrester is supported in her work at Carver by her husband and two
young daughters. When she is not at Carver, she can be found at her daughter’s
swim lessons or just spending quality time with her family and friends.

Sarah Forrester
Principal

Buffum Total Learning Center
2350 Ximeno Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/498-2431

Welcome Back to School! It has been my pleasure to serve 
the students and families of the Long Beach Unified School
District for 32 years.  During the first 16 years of my educational
career, I taught kindergarten, first grade, 2/3 grade combination
class, 4/5 grade combination class, and middle school. The
majority of those years were spent teaching kindergarten, my
favorite age group! I also spent a year as a Teacher on Special
Assignment in the Office of Curriculum, Instruction, and
Professional Development training K-2 teachers in early literacy.

I’ve spent an equal number of years as an administrator and 
all of my experiences have been invaluable in so many ways. 

My administrative experiences include Program Specialist, Human Resource
Services; Administrative Assistant, Superintendent of Schools; Program
Administrator, Child Development Centers; Elementary School Principal, and
Special Education Administrator.

As a parent of a special needs 23 year old adult (who attended LBUSD Special
Education programs), an experienced educator and administrator, and curriculum
trainer, I have seen exciting changes in Special Education and am glad to be a
part of something as unique as Buffum TLC.

At Buffum TLC, we are committed to educational excellence and a caring,
supportive learning environment where each student is empowered to reach
his/her maximum potential. I count it both a joy and an honor to work alongside a
group of dedicated and committed individuals such as the Buffum TLC Team!

Miriam Garcia
Program

Administrtor
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CAMS
1000 E. Victoria St., Carson, CA 90747 • 310/243-2025 • http://lbcams.schoolloop.com/

Dr. Janice Filer is in her sixth year as principal of the California
Academy of Mathematics and Science (CAMS). Prior to serving as
principal of CAMS, she served as CAMS assistant principal for
seven years and as a CAMS teacher for three years.

Dr. Filer began teaching in the Long Beach Unified School
District 33 years ago at Hamilton Junior High School. While in
Long Beach Unified, Dr. Filer has taught in grades kindergarten
through adult school. Prior to teaching in Long Beach Unified
School District, she taught in the Compton Unified School District.
Her positions have also included language arts specialist, program
facilitator, mentor teacher, summer school principal and elemen-

tary assistant principal in another district. In addition, she has taught at Long
Beach City College in the ESL Department, California State University Long
Beach in the Educational Psychology and Administration Department and on the
California State University Dominguez Hills campus in the Teacher Education
Department and the Educational Administration Department.

Dr. Filer received her Bachelor of Arts degree from California Lutheran
University, a Masters of Arts in Education from California State University Long
Beach, and a Doctorate of Education from the University of Southern California.
Dr. Filer has served as a reader for UCLA freshman applications and as a disser-
tation committee member for USC and Pepperdine University. Currently, she is a
board member for Region 14 of the Association of California School Administrators
and is a member of the National Association of University Women. In 2010, 
Dr. Filer was named secondary principal of the year for Region 14 which covers
the South Bay area districts by the Association of California School Administrators.

Dr. Filer is the proud mother of two college graduates. Her daughter is a high
school teacher and her son is a lawyer. She and her husband have been married
for 35 years. “I am proud to have been in education for the past 36 years. At a
very young age, I knew that teaching was all I would ever want to do with my life.
I am fortunate to serve in such an honorable profession.”

Dr. Janice Filer
Principal

Chavez Elementary 
730 W. Third St., Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/590-0904 • http://chavez-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Kim Weber feels honored to be the Principal at Cesar Chavez
Elementary School. This is her sixth year as principal at Cesar
Chavez and her 19th year in the Long Beach Unified School
District. Prior to coming to Chavez, she was the principal at
Kettering, Vice Principal at Webster, and a teacher at Burbank
Elementary School. Kim is a native of Napa, CA and moved to
southern California to attend UC Irvine. Knowing that she wanted
to be a bilingual teacher, she earned a BA in Spanish and later
attended CSULB to earn a multiple subject teaching credential.
Kim later went to CSU Dominguez Hills to get her MA in Administration

and an administrative credential. “I am fortunate to have a wonderful, supportive
family who make every day a joy!” says Kim. She is looking forward to another
successful year at Chavez. “We are eager to continue to work with the students
and their families to make every sure the students reach their goals!” She feels
very fortunate to be surrounded by such a caring and capable staff.

Kimberly Weber
Principal

Cleveland Elementary 
4760 Hackett Street, Lakewood, CA 90713 • 562/420-7552 • http://cleveland-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Teresa Montoya is beginning her second year as principal of
Cleveland Elementary School this year. Mrs. Montoya and her 
husband have lived in Lakewood for 31 years and have four adult
children and three young granddaughters.

Mrs. Montoya always wanted to be a teacher and received her
Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education from Northern
Arizona University in Flagstaff, Arizona. Her first teaching assign-
ment was in second grade in Guam where her husband was
stationed in the Navy.

Mrs. Montoya’s first experience in LBUSD was as a VIPS and
PTA parent when her children were attending Riley Elementary. Her 24-year
career as an employee of LBUSD began as a substitute teacher and then as a
Kindergarten teacher at Lincoln and Whittier Elementary schools. After 
completion of her Master of Arts in Education at CSULB, Mrs. Montoya became
a literacy specialist at Whittier. Her next position was as Program Facilitator at

Burcham Elementary and then as Program Specialist with the PALMS Office.
Mrs. Montoya was assigned to administration as Vice Principal/Program
Facilitator at Webster Elementary where she completed her Master of Education
in Educational Management at the University of La Verne. Mrs. Montoya was also
the principal at Burroughs Elementary School for five years.

Mrs. Montoya is looking forward to another year working with the staff, 
students, and families at Cleveland Elementary. In her free time, she enjoys
spending time with her family and friends, traveling, leisure reading, and active
involvement at St. Pancratius Church in Lakewood.

Teresa Montoya
Principal

Cubberley 
3200 Monogram Ave., Long Beach, CA 90808 • 562/420-8810 • www.lbcubberley.schoolloop.com/

In her 22nd year in the Long Beach Unified School District,
Terri Jarels begins the Fall as Principal of Cubberley K-8 School
for the third year. Previously, Mrs. Jarels was the Principal at 
Mary Butler School. Mrs. Jarels has also been an Assistant
Principal at Jordan High School, Cabrillo High School, and Hoover
Middle School. As a teacher her assignments included History 
and Spanish at Marshall Middle School. She has been a part-time
instructor in the credentialing program at California State
University, Long Beach, teaching courses in intercultural educa-
tion and curriculum, assessment, instruction and classroom
management. Terri loves to travel, and has wonderful memories of

trips to Brazil, Peru, Cambodia and Viet Nam.  She loves stand up paddling,
biking, and Pop Physique. She and husband Victor Jarels, also a LBUSD
Principal, have two adult daughters.

Terri Jarels
Principal

Dooley Global Studies Magnet School
5075 Long Beach Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/428-7274 • http://dooley-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Gerardo Gloria has been in education for 33 years-28 years in
Long Beach Unified School District. He began working in Long
Beach in 1984 at Roosevelt Elementary School, teaching a second
grade class. He later switched to kindergarten for two years. Gloria
moved to John Muir School to teach first- and third grades for
three years. He became a language arts specialist for Burbank
Elementary the following year. He then became an assistant 
principal for three years at Marshall and Stanford Middle Schools.

Gloria became the principal at Patrick Henry School in 1994.
Then he made a complete circle, arriving as principal at John Muir

Academy. Several of the teachers at Muir still remain from when he taught there.
“It was a pleasant homecoming to work with my colleagues again,” Gloria shared.
“It has been a fast 28 years so far, and I look forward to many more exciting and
eventful educational experiences with my students.” Gloria has also taught at
California State University, Long Beach and School for Adults. Principal Gloria
was at John Muir Academy for 11 years in which time he made Muir into a K-8
school. He looks forward to an exciting adventure at Dooley.

My first year at Dooley was an exciting and wonderful year due to the
International Baccalaureate World School Program— Primary Years Program. 
We are very fortunate to be a part of the World schools.

Gerardo Gloria
Principal
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Fremont Elementary
4000 E. 4th St., Long Beach, CA 90814 • 562/439-6873 • http://fre-lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

Having made this area home for many years, Matt Hammond,
principal at Fremont Elementary School, has been a student at
MacArthur Elementary School, Bancroft Junior High School, and
Lakewood High School. From there, he attended Long Beach City
College and California State University, Long Beach. Prior to
becoming principal at Fremont Elementary School, he worked as a
college aide, a teacher at Riley and Gant Elementary Schools, a
program specialist in Human Resource Services hiring teachers,
and a vice principal at Newcomb, Signal Hill, Stevenson, King, and
Whittier Schools.

Many individuals who have crossed Hammond’s path through the years have
been a source of encouragement and inspiration. His elementary school principal
who gave Matt many growth and leadership opportunities, music teachers who
with patience and creativity fostered an appreciation of music in his life, school
administrators who modeled and paved the way to see new career horizons, and
many classroom teachers who were continually assisting in each educational step
along the way have had a positive impact on his life and career. Going into this
year as principal at Fremont Elementary School with its long-standing tradition
of excellence and valuable community involvement, the journey continues to be
filled with memorable moments and inspirational individuals.

Franklin Classical Middle School
540 Cerritos Ave., Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/435-4952 • http://lbfranklin.schoolloop.com/

My name is Pilar Perossio and I am thrilled to be back at
Franklin Classical Middle School. I see myself as part of a 
wonderful team. We have an incredible group of highly qualified
teachers that are not only dedicated, but go above and beyond to
bring the very best to our students and community. Our support
staff is equally as dedicated and hard working. Being bilingual has
made it easier to connect with the Latin families in our community.
Franklin has a wonderful group of parents that dedicate their time
to our school. One of our school goals is to continue to grow the
parent involvement group because we see it as an integral part of

the educational system.
I’ve worked in all levels of education and am passionate about working with all

students and families. We had some wonderful gains this past year at Franklin
due to the hard work of the entire staff and community. I am personally looking
forward to continuing our growth and enjoying many more successes. I believe in
my students and work extremely hard to ensure that they are prepared for the
future. We at Franklin hold our students to incredible standards and have the
highest expectations because they are scholars that can meet the challenge. My
daily goal is to inspire students to believe that they are entitled to nothing but
the very best and to teach them how to set and reach their goals.

Emerson Parkside Academy Charter
2625 Josie Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/420-2631 • http://eme-lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

After attending Long Beach schools as a child, Maggie Kerns
began her career in the District as a college aide and has held the
positions of teacher, reading specialist, program facilitator, district
staff developer, administrative assistant, and principal. Mrs. Kerns
attended Long Beach City College then went to California State
University, Long Beach, earning her BA and MA and finally the
University of California Irvine for her post graduate leadership 
credential. She enjoys her job as the principal of Emerson Parkside
Academy Charter School because the students are wonderful –
hard working, smart, and respectful. Emerson’s teachers are 

creative, caring, and collaborative; the support staff is professional and diligent,
and fabulous to work with; and the parents are helpful, committed and extremely
kind. When a challenge arises, the school community comes together and even
the impossible become possible with this united spirit. 

Mrs. Kerns believes the school’s success is a product of a winning team and
she is proud to be part of the Emerson Family.

Edison Elementary
625 Maine Ave., Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/590-8481 • http://edi-lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

Richard Littlejohn has been a Long Beach Unified School District
employee for 14 years and taught in the City of Philadelphia, PA for
3 years. He has served as a first, second, fourth, fifth, and combina-
tion teacher, a literacy specialist/coach, and a district trainer in
Language Arts for Reading First! He served as an assistant prin-
cipal at Washington Middle School and is looking forward to his 5th
year as principal at Edison Elementary School.

Richard Littlejohn earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology
and Social Behavior at the University of California, Irvine (UCI).

He attained his Master’s Degree at California State University,
Dominguez Hills (CSUDH) in Educational Administration. Richard believes that
his experience with amazing teachers and literacy coaches from Reading First
Schools in LBUSD provided for his readiness for the position of Principal. Richard
is appreciative of his time as a district trainer because of the amazing discussions
and ideas shared by teachers and coaches during the trainings!

Even though Richard serves the District in the capacity as a principal, he
looks forward to helping children reach their full potential in a variety of creative
and structured ways. Richard is thankful that he gets to work with students and
teachers every day. His mission is to equip all students with the knowledge and
skills they need to be successful in the future. He appreciates student and
teacher creativity that makes every day special. Richard believes that working
with students is the best job in the world!

Richard Littlejohn
Principal

Margaret Kerns
Principal

Matt Hammond
Principal

Maria Pilar
Perossio
Principal

“Our school district is great because our community members
are involved,” says Chris Steinhauser, Superintendent of the third
largest school district in California. “They have always provided
the feedback and support needed to improve what we do
everyday.” The Long Beach Unified School District was 
recognized by the Broad Foundation in 2003 with The Broad
Prize: America’s Best Urban School District. In addition to winning
the top prize, the district has been among the top five finalists for

the Broad Prize multiple times for its effort in closing the achievement gap. The
McKinsey & Company named LBUSD as one of the most improved school dis-
tricts in the world in 2010. Their report, How the world’s most improved school

systems keep getting better, outlines Long Beach’s upward trajectory over the
last 18 years. “We are blessed in Long Beach to have parents, teachers, adminis-
trators, City Council, the LBPD, business leaders, communities of faith, everyone
focused on student achievement. The future of Long Beach is in our schools,
LBCC, and CSULB.”

The State of Education will feature Greg Darnieder’s keynote address on
College Access and The Long Beach Way. Institution leaders, Chris Steinhauser,
Eloy Ortiz Oakley, and F. King Alexander will join Mr. Darnieder in a panel 
discussion about the importance of a good school system, PreK – 16, in making
our nation secure for generations to come.

If you would like to attend the State of Education only, please register by
emailing LBEF@LBSchools.com. Provide your name, email address, and phone
number. The State of Education begins at noon on October 30, 2012 in the
Center Theater within the LB Convention & Entertainment Center.

LONG BEACH EDUCATION FOUNDATION • FROM PAGE 3

Judy Seal
Executive
Director
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Gant Elementary
1854 Britton Drive, Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/430-3384 • http://gant-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Southern California native, Principal Jeff Wood continues to give
back to the community in which he was raised. Mr. Wood attended
public school at all levels in Long Beach, beginning with preschool
at Long Beach City College, attending LBUSD schools Burcham,
Marshall, and Lakewood High School before returning the LBCC
and then Cal State Long Beach earning his Bachelor’s degree in
business as well as credentials in teaching and administration.

Although intending to make a career of the business world,
Wood found he enjoyed working with children at a local non-profit
agency. For many years, he continued working with families with

children ages preschool through high school. After a brief move to the Eastern
Sierras working in the outdoors, Wood returned in 1996 to begin teaching. He has
taught at both Sutter Elementary and Riley Elementary schools with summer
assignments at International, Madison, and Sutter Elementary Schools before
transitioning into administrative and support positions within the District.

“Over the years, I have worked to have a positive impact in educating young
people to be responsible, productive, positive members of the community in
which we live,” Wood said. “I remember some of the most influential teachers of
my career and the confidence and beliefs they helped me develop. I strive to
have the same positive impact on the young people I encounter every day.”

Wood continues his dedication to educating students in a safe, comfortable,
and challenging environment. Raised in a strong family environment, he learned
the importance of respect and responsibility at a young age. He believes each
student learns best in a supportive family-type environment, with challenging
expectations and an attitude of mutual respect and responsibility.

As partners in education, parents, students, teachers, and community members
each play an important role in educating today’s youth, the leaders of tomorrow.
Join us in making a difference in the lives of young people because as Andy
Andrews said “Everything you do matters.”

Garfield Elementary
2240 Baltic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90810 • 562/424-8167 • http://garfield-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Mrs. Claire Alvarez is embarking upon her first year as principal
at Garfield Elementary School, Home of the Roaring Tigers. She
hails from the East Coast, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in
history from Brown University. Upon graduation she joined Teach
For America and taught the second grade in Houston, Texas. Her
postgraduate work includes a master’s degree in education with an
emphasis in curriculum and instruction from Chapman University
and certification in educational leadership from California State
University, Dominguez Hills. 

Mrs. Alvarez began her teaching career in Long Beach as a first-
grade teacher at Addams Elementary where she continued as a

program facilitator and vice principal.  She then served for six years as principal
at Patrick Henry K-8 School.

Mrs. Alvarez is extremely excited to be working with the students, staff and
parents to provide the very best educational opportunities for all of Garfield’s
Tiger Scholars. “We are off to a very scholarly start,” says Alvarez, “and it appears
that everyone on the Garfield team is willing to do whatever it takes to make this
an outstanding year of learning.” Mrs. Alvarez congratulates former principal Mrs.
McKeehan and the Garfield community for demonstrating excellent growth in
student achievement on the English Language Arts portion of the 2012 California
Standards Test.  

In her seventh year as a principal in LBUSD, Mrs. Alvarez firmly believes that,
“When a community comes together to do great things for kids, the sky is the
limit in terms of what students can achieve.” She is honored to be serving the
Garfield community and its mission to help every student meet or exceed grade
level expectations.

Jeff Wood
Principal

Claire Alvarez
Principal

Gompers (K-8)
5206 Briercrest Ave., Lakewood, CA 90713 • 562/925-2285 • http://lbgompers.schoolloop.com/

Albert Einstein once wrote, “It is the supreme art of the teacher
to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge.” Both my
personal and professional experiences have shown me that the
power of a great teacher is transformative. I am proud to be part
of a profession that gives so much to enrich the lives of students,
and leads them to successful and fulfilling futures.

I was born in Chicopee, Massachusetts and was fortunate to
have extraordinary teachers throughout my education. My parents
always held teachers in the highest regard, and stressed the
importance of learning. They were both avid readers, and books

were never in short supply. I knew from an early age that I could set no higher
goal for myself than to aspire to be a teacher.

I attended Westfield State College and majored in English with a minor in 
education. My first teaching assignment was at a high school in my hometown.

I soon moved west to California to explore new challenges and opportunities. 
I was lucky enough to secure a position teaching 8th grade at Bancroft Middle
School. I later taught 6th grade English and E.L.D. at Hill Classical Middle School,
and served as a curriculum coach at Jackie Robinson. My first administrative
assignment was at Cubberley K-8. I then spent four wonderful years as principal
at Kettering Classical Elementary School.

I am thrilled to be the principal of Gompers K-8 where I have the opportunity
to work with students in both elementary and middle school. The team at
Gompers is committed to making our school a place where students feel safe,
welcome, and respected, and we look forward to another great year ahead!

Kelly Ludden
Principal

Grant Elementary 
1225 E. 64th St., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/428-4616 • http://gra-lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

Recently assigned is Grant’s new principal, Kimberley Baril. 
She has been an LB educator since 1981, serving as a bilingual 
elementary teacher, district mentor teacher, a state trainer for the
Early Intervention for School Success (EISS), program facilitator,
vice principal, administrative assistant and principal. For the past
ten years she served as the principal at International Elementary
School where she and the IES staff have received numerous 
accolades and awards including California Distinguish Schools,
Title 1 Achieving Schools, and National Center for Urban
Transformation Excellence for their outstanding work towards
closing the achievement gap and creating proficient students.

Mrs. Baril is excited about joining the Grant family. She is here to support 
students, parents and most importantly the instructional efforts of the teachers
who help students reach new levels of achievement. Mrs. Baril looks forward to
getting to know and working with the students and their families in the coming
months as the Grant family works together towards the common goal...every 
student, every day, socially and academically achieving!

As a product of the Long Beach Unified school system, Kimberley started at
Tincher Elementary School, then moved to Hill Junior High School, and gradu-
ated from Wilson High School. She received her bachelor’s degree at California
State University, Long Beach, followed by a master’s degree and two teaching
credentials from California State University, Dominguez Hills and her administrative
credential from University of La Verne.

Kimberley Baril
Principal

Don’t miss our December issue, which will be
special columnists writing on the subjects of 
bullying and gang prevention. Education+Communication=A Better Nation

®

To have a free digital copy of School News
emailed directly to you, sign up on our web site
www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Hill Classical Middle School
1100 Iroquois Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/598-7611 • http://lbhill.schoolloop.com/

As I reflect back over the years, there are countless individuals
who have made a strong impact in my life. Many of these people 
I have encountered during my thirty-five years in the Long Beach
Unified School District, both as a student and as an educator. My
parents and my teachers taught me the importance of respect,
being a productive citizen, and taking advantages of opportunities.
My mentors have continued to support me in enhancing my lead-
ership skills and professional growth.

My life’s mission is to make a difference in the lives of others.
As principal of Hill Classical Middle School, I believe I am able to accomplish this
mission. I strive to be a positive example for students, parents, teachers, and staff
members. Despite the many challenges that we all are facing in education, we
must persist in the district’s mission, “To support the personal and intellectual
success of every student, every day” as the core of the work that we carry out. I
am deeply committed to continuous improvement and the belief that all children
are capable of learning and achieving at high levels.

The experiences I have had in LBUSD, as well as during my undergraduate
and graduate studies, have prepared me well for my leadership responsibilities. I
am proud to be a part of a diverse school that provides all students with rigorous
and challenging instruction, while also allowing the exploration of music, tech-
nology, fine and performing arts, and foreign language. Our students also have
the opportunity to join high-interest clubs, receive daily character education, and
provide service to the greater community.

I am looking forward to a phenomenal school year, leading Hill Classical
Middle School to new heights, while making a difference in the lives of thousands
of people!

Hoover Middle School
3501 Country Club Drive, Lakewood, CA 90712 • 562/421-1213 • http://lbhoover.schoolloop.com/

Dr. Avery Hall received her Bachelor of Arts Degree from 
UC San Diego. She began her career with the LBUSD as an 
elementary teacher with a Standard Teaching Credential and a
Reading/Language Arts Specialist Credential.

While teaching elementary school, Dr. Hall continued her own
education, received a Pupil Personnel Services Credential and
began working as a Counselor in the LBUSD. Dr. Hall was promoted
to Elementary Vice Principal and soon became Assistant Principal
at middle and high school levels. Dr. Hall continued her education
at Pepperdine University receiving a Master of Arts in Education

Degree, an Administrative Services Credential and a Doctorate of Education
(Ed.D.) Degree. Once again the district promoted Dr. Hall to Principal of
Lindbergh Middle School. Dr. Hall has experience in both traditional and year-
round calendar educational programs. Hall’s experience in Long Beach has given
her the opportunity to work with students from diverse socioeconomic, ethnic
and cultural backgrounds. She implemented changes that have brought about
positive climate and proven academic results. Those who have followed the
steady rise in academic achievement during the tenure of its principal Dr. Avery
Hall would not be surprised.

Dr. Hall is beginning her third year at Hoover Middle School. Parents, students,
faculty, staff and the community look forward to another successful year at Hoover.

Henry (K-8)
3720 Canehill Ave., Long Beach, CA 90808 • 562/421-3754 • http://henry-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

David Komatz, Principal

David Komatz, the new Henry principal, was likely already on the path to a
career in education when, while still in grade school, he found himself helping
tutor fellow classmates with their homework. He has taken that life-long enjoy-
ment of helping others “connect the dots” all the way through to the start of his
17th year in LBUSD.

While still in the U.S. Marines, David earned a bachelor’s degree in history at
CSULB. He followed that up by getting a credential to teach the social sciences 
in secondary education. However, David’s first job offer was a 2nd grade class at
Willard Elementary School. He enjoyed bringing out the best with primary 
students so much that he never went back to secondary. After teaching at
Willard and Lincoln, David began his administrative career as the vice principal at
Lafayette Elementary School. It was his six year’s spent in the Lafayette community
that he found his calling to help lead a school’s success outside of the classroom.

Beyond his work, David has a supportive wife and two wonderful boys to
keep him busy. If he can find the time, David plays basketball and pursues his
hobby and interests with military history.

Harte Elementary 
1671 E. Phillips St., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/428-0333 • http://harte-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Ms. Rodarte has been working in the Long Beach Unified School
District since 1999. She began her career in Long Beach at Bret
Harte Elementary School as a third grade teacher of both Intensive
Structured English classes for English Language Learners and
GATE/Excel Classes for the Gifted and Talented Learners.

Prior to becoming the principal at Bret Harte, Ms. Rodarte
served Long Beach Unified School District as the proud principal
of Carver elementary school. Last year, she enjoyed participating
in fabulous school activities such as the fall festival, the school
carnival, and the exhilarating talent show.

This year, Ms. Rodarte will lead her school through the process
of adopting the new common core standards. She is very proud of the hard
work her school staff contributes to making Bret Harte a warm welcoming
campus! She is honored to be a part of such a diligent staff and is looking forward
to the school year ahead!

Sophia Griffieth
Principal

Jennifer Rodarte
Principal

Dr. Avery Hall
Principal

Hamilton Middle School
1060 E. 70th St., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/602-0302 • http://lbhamilton.schoolloop.com/

Pamela Sawyer has been an educator for 30 years. A native of
California, Pamela graduated from U.C. Santa Barbara, received
her teaching credential from UCLA, and obtained a masters
degree/administrative credential from Pepperdine University.

She began her career in the Los Angeles Unified School District
where she spent 10 years. In LAUSD, she was a classroom teacher,
mentor teacher, Bilingual Program Coordinator, and Title l
Program Coordinator.

Ms. Sawyer came to the Long Beach Unified School District, in
1992. She has served as an assistant principal at Jefferson Middle

School, a vice principal at Cubberley K-8 School, and principal at Minnie Gant
Elementary, Twain Elementary, Bancroft Middle School, and currently at
Hamilton Middle School. Ms. Sawyer prides herself on providing a safe, civil, and
productive learning environment for her students!

Pamela Sawyer
Principal
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Holmes Elementary
5020 Barlin Ave., Lakewood, CA 90712 • 562/633-4427 • http://hol-lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

As the principal of Oliver Wendell Holmes Elementary School,
Luana Milburn Wesley is continuing to build upon the standard of
excellence at the school.

Wesley grew up in New Orleans and attended Southern
University and A & M College in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where
she received her bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. Her
career in education began in Caddo Parish Schools in Shreveport,
Louisiana, where she taught kindergarten and fourth grade. In her
third year of teaching, she represented the state of Louisiana as
Rookie Teacher of the Year.

In 1990, she relocated to California and immediately began
working for the Long Beach Unified School District (LBUSD) as a first-grade
teacher at Starr King Elementary School. Her career in LBUSD continued with
positions teaching first, sixth, seventh, and eighth grades. In addition to her
teaching responsibilities, Wesley was an instructional program facilitator for
seven years at U.S. Grant, Sutter, and Colin Powell Academy.

As a school administrator, Wesley has served on several district-level commit-
tees. This school year marks her tenth year as a LBUSD administrator, seven of
those as an elementary school principal at Clara Barton Elementary and now
Holmes Elementary.

Wesley’s work in education has focused on providing an environment where all
children can excel. She involves herself in every aspect of her school community
and maintains a strong focus on the school’s instructional programs. Open and
ongoing communication is a key element in the effective relationships she estab-
lishes with students, parents, and staff.

Wesley and her husband live in Lakewood, CA with their twins. Weekends are
spent enjoying track & field, dance, and the activities of a busy family.

Luana Wesley
Principal

Hudson (K–8)
2335 Webster Ave., Long Beach, CA 90810 • 562/426-0470 • http://lbhudson.schoolloop.com/

This is Mrs. Imbroane’s third year as principal at Hudson K-8
School. Born and raised in Gardena,California, Imbroane attended
a private K-8 school and graduated from North Torrance High
School. She then received an associate’s degree from El Camino
College and a bachelor’s degree in English literature from the
University of California, Los Angeles. (Go, Bruins!) 

Imbroane’s first teaching job was working with junior high stu-
dents at the same K-8 school she attended in Gardena. While
teaching private school, she completed a single subject teaching
credential in English at California State University, Long Beach
(CSULB). She was then hired by the Long Beach Unified School

District to teach language arts at Long Beach’s Polytechnic High School. While
teaching at Poly, she also had the opportunity to advise the award-winning Spirit
Leaders. Imbroane spent five years at Poly, while finishing her administrative
services credential and her Master’s Degree in Educational Administration at
CSULB. Imbroane was promoted to assistant principal at Herbert Hoover Middle
School in Lakewood. She spent more than seven years at Hoover before
becoming the principal of Monroe K-8 in 2007. She was at Monroe for three years
and is now at Hudson K-8 School, Home of the Hawks. “I have served the Long
Beach Unified School District since 1994 and look forward to many more years in
this wonderful school district,” Imbroane said.

Cathleen
Imbroane
Principal

Hughes Middle School
3846 California Ave., Long Beach, CA 90807 • 562/595-0831 • http://lbhughes.schoolloop.com/

Dr. Sally Gregory is beginning her third year as principal at
Charles Evans Hughes Middle School. She most recently served as
program administrator for the high school office. Dr. Gregory also
served as principal at Avalon/Two Harbor Schools (K-12) on
Catalina Island and activities director for Wilson Classical High
School. Previously, she was a classroom teacher and coach at
Lakewood High School. Prior to her employment in the Long
Beach Unified School District, Dr. Gregory was a counselor for
couples and families in Oregon.

Dr. Gregory grew up in Palo Alto, CA, and attended UCSB
where she met and married her husband of 37 years. She received her Bachelor
of Science in Sports Medicine at Pepperdine University, a Master of Science in
Counselor Education at the University of Wyoming, and a Doctorate in
Education Leadership at Azusa Pacific University. Dr. Gregory’s daughter, a grad-
uate of Stanford University, is a realtor and entrepreneur and her son is
employed as a mechanical engineer in Santa Barbara. Her husband, a retired col-
lege volleyball coach, is a teacher in the district.

Dr. Gregory is looking forward to her continued work with the Hughes staff
and community to inspire students to achieve goals consistent with their indi-
vidual talents and continue the mission for excellence in all areas of learning.

Dr. Sally Gregory
Principal

International Elementary 
700 Locust Ave., Long Beach, CA 90813 • 562/436-4420 • http://int-lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

As the 2012-2013 school year opens I find myself at a new
school! After six wonderful years at U.S. Grant Elementary School
I have the privilege of joining the International Elementary School
community. The staff, students, and parents have welcomed me
with smiles, care and acceptance. We are very excited to begin our
new journey together.

This will be my fifteenth year as a school administrator for Long
Beach Unified! Prior to my six years at Grant, I was the principal 
of Naples Bayside Academy for five years. Before serving at
Naples, I was the vice principal of Gompers and Patrick Henry.

I worked as a classroom teacher for LBUSD for 13 years including K, 1st, 2nd,
K/1 combo, and 5th grade. My teaching school sites included Bret Harte and
MacArthur Elementary School.

I earned my Masters of Administration and Administration Credential from Cal
State Dominguez Hills; my Bachelors Degree in Liberal Studies and Teaching
Credential from Cal State Long Beach. I received my Associate Degree at Long
Beach City College. I graduated from Brethren High School; attended Hamilton
Middle School and first through sixth grade was at Grant Elementary School. 

This year I will be celebrating 28 years of marriage to Pastor Bill Cook (a former
LBUSD administrator and teacher). We have a wonderful daughter, Rachel, who
graduated from the University of Redlands. Rachel is in her final year of her Masters
Degree in Communicative Disorders from Cal State Fullerton. Last summer Rachel
married Ryan Finigan, a great guy who is now interviewing for medical schools.

Rachel and Bill are also products of the LBUSD system. Bill graduated from
Jordan High School and CSULB. Rachel attended MacArthur, Bancroft, and
Wilson Classical High School. We have a proud and long tradition – living and
working in Long Beach. We believe in our community and we believe in the
power of education.

Mona Cook
Principal
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Kettering Classical Elementary
550 Silvera Ave., Long Beach, CA 90803 • 562/598-9486 • http://kettering-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Deborah Anderson, Principal

King 
145 E. Artesia Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/428-1232 • http://starrking-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Cecilia Camerino is proud and honor to be Principal at Starr
King Elementary School. She also served as principal at Patrick
Henry Elementary School and Lincoln Elementary School in 
Long Beach. She was born in New York and is bilingual.

She received her Bachelor of Arts and Master degree at
CSUDH. Most recently, she received her doctorate degree at USC.
Her husband is the principal at Jordan High School. She has two
beautiful daughters. The oldest is in the fourth grade at Patrick
Henry Elementary School and her youngest just turned 20 months.

Jordan High School
6500 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/423-1471 • www.lbjordan.schoolloop.com/

Shawn Ashley is a life long resident of Long Beach and a 35
year employee of LBUSD. He attended Los Cerritos, Longfellow,
Hughes, Poly, Long Beach City College and Cal State Dominguez
Hills. He started his teaching career in LBUSD by teaching at
Marshall Middle School. He has also worked at Grant Elementary,
Lee Elementary, Washington Middle School, Franklin Middle
School, Poly High School and now Jordan High School.  His father
was an administer for the LBUSD and his son Thurman is the
Assistant Principal at Jefferson Middle School in Long Beach. He is
married to Sylvia who is a second grade teacher at Naples
Elementary.

He asked to be assigned to Jordan High School and has found it to be a great
for students to attend. In his first year at Jordan tests scores improved in English,
math, history and science in all grades. He anticipates that this year will be even
a better year at Jordan.

I am proud to serve my second year as principal at Jordan High
School. I was previously an elementary school principal for 7
years. I was also an assistant principal at the elementary, middle
and high school levels. Prior to becoming an administrator, I was a
bilingual math and science teacher at Rogers and Washington
Middle School.

Born in Tijuana, Mexico and growing up on the west side of
Long Beach, I attended Riley Elementary, Hoover Junior High and
Lakewood High School. I continued my studies at CSULB, CSUDH
and USC.

I want to thank the students, staff and parents for making my first year at
Jordan so memorable. Everyone stepped up to the challenge of making Jordan an
even greater place. Academically and behaviorally, our community made huge
strides in showcasing the greatness of Jordan High School. Looking forward to
another outstanding year at J-Town!

Go Panthers!

Jefferson Leadership Academies 
750 Euclid Ave., Long Beach, CA 90804 • 562/438-9904 • http://lbjefferson.schoolloop.com/

In his second year as the principal at Jefferson Leadership
Academies (and seventh as a school leader overall), Brian Moskovitz
is excited about the opportunity to continue the upwards growth
of JLA. Committed to establishing a strong sense of community
and collaboration, Mr. Moskovitz believes in making staff, students,
and parents feel welcome, and feel a part of the success of our
school. In addition to his work at Jefferson, Mr. Moskovitz serves
on the board of the Association of Long Beach Educational
Managers (ALBEM) and as a member of LBUSD’s negotiations team.

When he’s not working, Mr. Moskovitz is an active participant
with his two sons in Boy Scouts. He and his wife of 15 years love

Long Beach and the diversity within the city.
In all, Mr. Moskovitz is a strong believer that all students, regardless of cultural

or economic backgrounds, can achieve at a high level. At Jefferson, we proved
him right last year. Wait until you see what we do next!

Dr. Cecilia
Santos-Camerino

Principal

Shawn Ashley
Principal

Dr. Jay Camerino
Principal

Brian Moskovitz
Principal

Lafayette Elementary 
2445 Chestnut Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806 • 562/426-7075 • www.lafayette-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Wendy Thompson, Principal

Lakewood High School
4400 Briercrest Ave., Lakewood, CA 90713 • 562/425-1281 • www.lblakewood.schoolloop.com/

Mr. Jimenez began his educational career as a Special
Education Adapted Physical Education Specialist with the Long
Beach Unified School District in June of 1981. He taught Adapted
Physical Education, Physical Education; and coached Boys
Basketball, Girls Volleyball and Boys Volleyball. In the Fall of 1993
he was assigned to Assistant Principal of Jordan High School as a
teacher on special assignment. In February of 1994, Mr. Jimenez
left the LBUSD to become Assistant Principal of Valencia and
Esperanza High School’s in the Placentia-Yorba Linda Unified
School District. He returned to the Long Beach Unified School
District in July of 2007 as Principal of Jordan High School and is

honored and privileged to serve the Lakewood Community as Co-Principal of
Lakewood High School.

Mr. Jimenez is proud of the students of Lakewood High School and looks for-
ward to challenging each and every student to do their best on a daily basis and
continue the rich tradition of excellence that is the trademark of the “Lancer
Nation”. When not serving the students and parents of Lakewood High School,
Mr. Jimenez enjoys spending beach days with the family.

Cheryl Cornejo has been the co-principal at Lakewood High
School for the past four years, but is not new to the Lakewood
community. Ms. Cornejo was previously the Applied Technology
Magnet coordinator for 10 years, and brings a wealth of knowledge
about the culture and expectations of the Lakewood community.
Her philosophy is that all students can be successful if given the
right opportunities. She hopes to not only provide challenging aca-
demics for all students, but also co-curricular opportunities, such
as clubs, fieldtrips, internships, etc.

The overall responsibilities at Lakewood High School are split
between the co-principals.  Ms. Cornejo works mostly with curriculum and 
professional development.  Mr. Jimenez works mostly with plant management
and student discipline.  However, either one is available to assist you in any way
possible.

Cheryl Cornejo
Co-Principal

Mario Jimenez
Principal
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Lee Elementary
1620 Temple Ave., Long Beach, CA 90804 • 562/494-5101 • http://lee-lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

Ms. Nemec has been an educator for over 16 years having
taught both elementary and middle school students. Ms. Nemec is
bilingual and lived in Pachuca, Hidalgo Mexico for three years.

When Ms. Nemec is not working she enjoys spending time at
the beach. When asked what it is like to be the Principal of Lee,
Ms. Nemec said, “The Lee Elementary School staff is totally com-
mitted to rigorous instruction leading to high academic
achievement. At the same time, the entire Lee staff is able to bal-
ance the strong drive for success with a wonderful sense of fun.
The teachers are extremely professional and incredible collaborators.
I am looking forward to another fun-filled successful school year.”

Ms. Nemec attended Emerson College in Boston, MA and received her Masters
degree from CSULB in Educational Administration and Leadership. She is cur-
rently a resident of Long Beach.

Caroline Nemec
Principal

Lindbergh Middle School
1022 E. Market St., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/422-2845 • http://lblindbergh.schoolloop.com/

Connie Magee has been with LBUSD for the last 21 years. She
started her teaching career with fifth-grade students at Cubberley.
She then moved to the computer lab for a year, before switching to
seventh grade teaching Science, English and Fine Art.

After Cubberley, Connie was a district science standards coach,
working with new and experienced science teachers. She started
her work in administration as an assistant principal at Franklin
Middle School. She stayed at Franklin for three years and then
moved to Hoover as an assistant principal. She served as principal
of Washington for 6 years and is starting her second as principal
of Lindbergh.

In her free time, Magee enjoys surfing, snowboarding, running, golfing, and
spending time with her family. She finished her dissertation on the experiences of
new principals in challenging schools, earning her doctorate in Education
Administration from CSULB, May 2011.

Connie Magee
Principal

Lincoln Elementary 
1175 E. 11th St., Long Beach, CA 90813 • 562/599-5005 • www.lbschools.net/Lincoln/Home.html

Like many educators, Christi Granado always dreamed of being
a teacher. She was inspired by her great aunt, who was a teacher,
and her former sixth-grade teacher, Mrs. Ross. Granado received
her K-12 education in the Long Beach Unified School District.
After graduating from Lakewood High School, she earned a
Bachelor’s Degree and teaching credential from California State
University, Long Beach. Four years later, she pursued a master’s
degree in school counseling from the University of La Verne. Still
thirsting for knowledge, Granado obtained her credential in school
administration from California State University, Dominguez Hills.

Granado’s teaching career began in elementary school, where she taught fifth
and sixth grades. Several years later, she became an elementary school counselor,
and she was soon assigned as an attendance specialist to work with students who
did not attend school on a consistent basis. “Visiting students’ homes gave me a
very different perspective about the lives of children in our schools,” Granado
said. “I learned that we have to understand where students are in life before we
can take them where they need to be. This gave me new insight about the true
meaning of being a teacher.” Her career took another turn when she was offered
the opportunity to be the administrative assistant to the deputy superintendent.
She quickly learned the importance of knowing how to navigate resources to help
schools and children. Most of all, the job taught her that establishing positive 
rapport with all stakeholders of the school community is the key to success.

Granado has served as the vice principal at Roosevelt Elementary School and
the principal at Tucker School, and she is currently beginning her fifth year at
Lincoln Elementary School. “I am wowed by the commitment of the Lincoln staff
and what they do to help students succeed,” Granado noted. “Recently, I came
across a quote by W. B. Yeats that reflects my thoughts about the role of educators:
‘Education is not the filling of a bucket but the lighting of a fire.’ I see my role as
the one who carries the torch to keep that fire burning.”

Christi Granado
Principal

Lindsey International Studies Magnet
5075 Daisy Ave., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/423-6451 • http://lblindsey.schoolloop.com/

As our students, new and returning, arrived at school on
September 8, they were warmly greeted at the gate by our prin-
cipal, Stephanie Dunn-Cooper. This is Mrs. Dunn-Cooper’s fourth
year at Lindsey, having previously served as Cabrillo High School
activities specialist, Stephens Middle School learning director and
assistant principal at Hughes Middle School.

Mrs. Dunn-Cooper has a bachelor’s degree from California State
University, Dominguez Hills and a master’s degree and administrative
credential from the University of La Verne. She is a true Long
Beach native, having attended local elementary, middle and high
schools in our city.

When recently asked about the upcoming school year, Mrs. Dunn- Cooper
enthusiastically replied, “I am looking forward to an exciting and productive
2011-12 school year. The staff and I have been collaborating and working all
summer to ensure that our students are challenged and stimulated with a rig-
orous, interesting and meaningful curriculum starting on the first day of school.
We are also looking forward to exposing more students to the International
Baccalaureate methodology of learning

Stephanie
Dunn-Cooper

Principal
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Longfellow Elementary
3800 Olive Ave., Long Beach, CA 90807 • 562/595-0308 • http://longfellow-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

“It is with great PRIDE that I begin my second year as principal
of Longfellow Elementary School,” said Laurie Murrin. “I love
working with all 1,100 Longfellow Lions, their families and the
very, very best teachers and staff. Mrs. Murrin is from Sierra
Madre, California. She moved to Long Beach when she married her
husband, a Long Beach native and Millikan graduate. Mrs. Murrin’s
two children also went through LBUSD schools. After graduating
from Pasadena High School, Mrs. Murrin attended the University
of Southern California where she earned her bachelor’s degree,
teaching credential, and master’s degree. She later attended the

University of California, Irvine where she earned her administrative credential.
Mrs. Murrin served as principal at Lowell Elementary School and held positions
at Kettering, Los Cerritos, and Newcomb in the roles of classroom teacher, tech-
nology teacher, reading specialist, and program facilitator. She also served as an
administrator for the Office of Special Education.   In her free time she enjoys
yoga, hiking, and traveling.

Mrs. Murrin looks forward to her continued work with the Longfellow community.
It is her goal to foster a strong collaborative culture, one in which teachers, staff,
and parents work together to provide each and every child every opportunity to
develop his or her talents to the fullest extent possible.  “I believe that every
member of the school community can make a difference in the lives of our children.”

Laurie Murrin
Principal

Los Cerritos Elementary
515 W.San Antonio Drive, Long Beach, CA 90807 • 562/595-6337 • http://loscerritos-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Prior to coming to Los Cerritos Elementary School as the 
principal, Marie Hatwan was at various Long Beach Schools. She
was the Vice Principal of Dooley Global Studies Magnet School 
for one year, the Assistant Principal at Hamilton Middle School for
two years, and the Vice Principal of Hudson International Studies
Magnet for four years. She was a substitute teacher in LBUSD,
taught 1st, 3rd, and a 4th/5th combination class at Keller
Elementary School. She spent six weeks as a Math/Science teacher
for 6th grade at Hudson International Studies Magnet when she
was asked to take a position as a Teacher on Special Assignment 

at the site. She is a Long Beach resident and graduated with a Bachelors Degree
from California State University, Long Beach, received her teaching credential at
Cal Poly Pomona, and her Masters of Education at Grand Canyon University. She
has three children, all who are or have attended Long Beach Unified Schools. She
states, “Los Cerritos School has the most polite and inquisitive scholars. I am
delighted to work with the teachers and parents to continue the tradition of success!”

Marie Hatwan
Principal

Lowell Bayside
5201 E. Broadway, Long Beach, CA 90803 • 562/433-6757 • http://lowell-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Sam Platis is beginning his second year as principal at Lowell
Elementary School.

At the age of 18, while in college, Mr. Platis began his work in
the District as an aide at what was previously known as Tincher
Elementary School. After completing his Bachelor of Arts in
Sociology at the University of California at San Diego, as well as his
Masters in Education at the University of California at Berkeley, he
returned to Long Beach to work in the school system that he grew
to love. In Long Beach, Mr. Platis fondly recalls his service as a
Kindergarten teacher at Jane Addams Elementary, a first grade

teacher at Bixby Elementary, a categorical programs instructional facilitator at
Clara Barton Elementary, a program specialist in the Office of Special Projects
Services, and a vice principal at Elizabeth Hudson K-8 School, and an adminis-
trator in the Middle and K-8 Schools Office.

Mr. Platis comes from a family of educators. In addition to his mother and
sister being teachers, his yia-yia (grandmother, in Greek) taught at a school for
orphans in post World War II Greece. Using sticks to teach language arts and
rocks to teach math, her experience reminds Mr. Platis that with determination,
perseverance and creativity, there are no challenges that can’t be overcome.
He credits his father — a retired Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department deputy with
35 years of service — with being his biggest inspiration and aspires to live up to
his example of hard work, courage, integrity and putting family above all else.

Mr. Platis and his wife of 10 years, Laura, have been blessed with two loving
young boys, who bring joy, clarity and perspective to their lives

Academy 

Samuel Platis
Principal

Long Beach 
School for Adults

3701 E. Willow Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/595-8893 • www.lbschools.net/lbsa/

Matt Saldana, current principal at Long Beach School for
Adults, is happy to announce that LBSA is now hosting a new and
exciting program for high school students, called Beach High
School. This program, located on the LBSA campus is designed to
provide 10th grade students (11th and 12th may also attend) with
an opportunity to make up credits, and return to their former high
school. Along with this new program, Mr. Saldana is also respon-
sible for the job training programs at the campus, and is very
involved with the Expanding Pathway’s/Linked Learning programs
at the high schools.

Please read Beach High School where Mr. Saldana is also principal.

Matt Saldana
Principal

Please see our ad
on the back cover.
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Madison Elementary
2801 Bomberry Ave., Lakewood, CA 90712 • 562/420-7731 • http://madison-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Armando Dueñas, Principal

Armando Dueñas is beginning his third year as principal of Madison
Elementary School. His educational career began as a participant of the Long
Beach Unified District Bilingual Internship Program. He taught bilingual and 

general education classes at the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th grade levels, and held
various positions outside the classroom such as a specialist and facilitator. 

Armando grew up in San Jacinto, CA, and attended CSUSB, where he earned
a Bachelor of Arts. He also attended CSUDH, where he earned a Master of
Science. He is a resident of Long Beach and enjoys spending time with his family,
bike riding and surfing on the weekends. Armando has two young daughters, and
his wife is an educator.

Armando is excited about working in the Lakewood community. He will 
continue to be focus on creating a culturally positive school climate where all
stakeholders are given equal responsibility towards closing the achievement gap
and where the focus is on high standards and on educating the whole child.

MacArthur Elementary 
6011 Centralia Street., Lakewood, CA 90713 • 562/420-3588 • http://macarthur-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Juan Gutierrez is the principal at Douglas MacArthur
Elementary, home of the mighty Eagles. Mr. Gutierrez has two
young, adorable boys at home and an incredible wife who takes
care of them and supports her husband in everything he does. 
The family spends time together on early-morning runs, bike rides,
walks, trips to the beach, vacations and, of course, visits to Dodger
Stadium to watch a good ball game.

Mr. Gutierrez began his career in the district in the early ’90s 
at Cleveland Elementary School as a classroom college aide. He
immediately knew that teaching was what he wanted to pursue as

a career, so he jumped right into the classroom as a fourth-grade bilingual
teacher at Grant Elementary School. “It was like a dream come true: teaching,
connecting with children, collaborating with teachers, meeting and educating
parents, getting involved in school committees, and going home knowing I had
touched the lives of children,” Mr. Gutierrez said.

Mr. Gutierrez later pursued his master’s degree and administrative school 
credential. Later, he was asked to join the district’s office of special education 
as a team leader. Two years later, he joined Garfield Elementary School as vice
principal. Mr. Gutierrez cites Garfield School as the place where he learned lead-
ership and what it takes to move a school toward success.

After 14 years of working with students, parents, staff and the school community,
Mr. Gutierrez still looks forward to the challenges of being an effective school
leader. He said that this has not been an easy job to do, but with staff’s positive
energy and the phenomenal support of parents, this will be another successful
year! If you’re ever around town, check out our school. We welcome all who
appreciate the great work we do for our children.

Juan Gutierrez
Principal

Mann Elementary
257 Coronado Ave., Long Beach, CA 90803 • 562/439-6897 • http://mann-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

I am proud to say that I am a California native, born and raised
in Santa Maria. I came to Long Beach to attend CSULB, graduated
from there and was hired in the Long Beach School District in the
year 1979. Needless to say, 33 years later I am still here and feel
blessed to work within a district that cares so much about their
students, families and employees.

I have had the privilege to work at many different schools in
various positions from teaching all grades at the elementary level
to holding almost every support position including my current
position as

Principal. At each of these different schools, I have worked
alongside talented and caring groups of people as well as being supported by
many in each role I had.

When I’m not working I enjoy reading, traveling and visiting with good friends.
I have been part of the same book club for the past 26 years and have experienced
many different types of books. I have quite a large collection of frogs which grab
students’ attention each time they visit my office.

I thrive on change so I am very excited to be joining the Mann Elementary
School community as well as making other changes to my life, like getting married
this past August. Staff, parent and children have made me feel very welcomed at
Mann Elementary and I look forward to a great year.

Donna
McKeehan-Marr

Principal

Marshall Academy of the Arts
5870 E. Wardlow Road, Long Beach, CA 90808 • 562/429-7013 • http://lbmarshall.schoolloop.com

It was Michael Navia’s experience as a college aide at Marshall
Middle School in 1990 that solidified his love of teaching. Before
that, his goal was to become a university communications professor.

“I got to experience firsthand the rewards of teaching, and I got
to learn from some of the best teachers at Marshall, including
Kathy Cruz and Kevin Maddox,” Navia said. “I will never forget
what an encouraging person Mark Zahn was as a facilitator. He
encouraged all of his college aides to go into teaching.”

Navia became a substitute teacher in the district and other
neighboring districts while he studied English and earned his

teaching credential at California State University, Long Beach. He went back to
Marshall, this time as an English teacher, in 1992. Navia’s additional duties
included coaching basketball and football and being a disc jockey for school
dances. “I loved every minute of every day at Marshall,” Navia noted.

After earning his master’s degree and administrative credential from the
University of La Verne, Navia became the assistant principal at Hoover Middle
School. “I was a little nervous, but the Hoover community was so welcoming, and
all of them wanted the best for the students,” Navia said. “I learned a lot from
them and still call them from time to time for advice.”

In the fall of 2010, Navia returned to his roots to become principal at
Marshall. “It’s like the American dream, starting as a college aide here and even-
tually being assigned as principal. The staff here is incredible and so dedicated
to our kids and community.”

Last year, Marshall made the historic transformation to become Marshall
Academy of the Arts. With a lot of hard work and effort from so many people,
Marshall has become a visual and performing arts school adding chorus, drama,
dance and art to the elective choices.

Michael Navia
Principal
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Millikan High School
2800 Snowden Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/425-7441 • www.lbmillikan.schoolloop.com/

Parents and other visitors to Millikan High School frequently
comment on the open door to the left hand side of our high
school’s lobby. Our principal, Dr. Jeffrey Cornejo, always seems to
have time for a word with teachers, students, and parents. This is
no easy feat in a campus with more than 4,000 students, but he
makes it look that way. Dr. Cornejo’s administrative team put
Millikan “on the move.”

Here is the “word” on our chief Ram. Dr. Jeffrey Cornejo has
deep academic roots in Long Beach. With three children active in
community sports and schools, and a position running Ram High,
Dr. Cornejo can often been seen cheering in the sidelines of local

athletic events. An enthusiastic supporter of Milli-Can, Millikan’s award-winning
club targeting at-risk students, Dr. Cornejo brings unique experience to the
campus through his work as a Long Beach coach, teacher, administrator, and
parent. Dr. Cornejo earned his doctorate in Educational Administration from the
University of La Verne in 2000, and obtained a masters degree in Educational
Administration from Cal State Long Beach in 1991.

An English major at CSULB, Dr. Cornejo earned both a bachelor’s degree and
a teaching credential at “The Beach.” He is a graduate of Saint Anthony High
School and Saint Maria Goretti Elementary School. He kicked off his teaching
career in 1984 as a reading teacher in Barstow, California at Kennedy Middle
School. Later, he transferred to Apple Valley High School in Apple Valley,
California. He enjoyed a stint as an English teacher and a junior varsity wrestling
coach. In 1988, Dr. Cornejo joined Long Beach Unified School District as a
reading teacher at Franklin Middle School. He became an assistant principal at
Millikan in 1991, and became principal of Reid High School in 2000. A designer
and implementer of the Renaissance Career Academy, Dr. Cornejo returned to
Millikan as co-principal in 2002.

Dr. Cornejo met his wife, the former Cheryl Shultz, at Franklin. She is a co-
principal at Lakewood High School. They are the proud parents of Zachary,
Kaitlin, and Nicholas. In addition to their school and sports activities, the Cornejo
family enjoys camping, traveling, and their membership at Saint Cyprian’s
Catholic Church.

Dressed in Millikan gear and khaki pants, Monica Daley, our
Principal of Instruction, seems to inspire school spirit in nearly
every campus activity and classroom. Whether she’s supporting
our cheerleading squad by wearing their blue and gold t-shirt or
visiting classrooms to support instruction with an upbeat note, Ms.
Daley shows her Ram pride every day.

With 15 years as principal of Hughes Middle School and
Newcomb Academy, Ms. Daley has deep roots in the community as
a resident and educator. She has the unique advantage of working
with former students and staff as well as Rams new to her.

Her career in Long Beach schools spans 35 years.
She came to the district as a teacher’s aide at Burnett Elementary School in

1976. While working as a classroom aide on weekdays and a ticket seller at
Disneyland on weekends, Ms. Daley earned her Bachelor of Arts degree at
California State University, Long Beach. After graduation and then student teaching
at Kettering Elementary, she began her teaching career at Starr King Elementary
School. After five years teaching third and fifth grades at King, she accepted a
transfer to Kettering Elementary School and another fifth grade teaching position.

Although she enjoyed her years in the classroom, she became interested in
school administration. She earned her master’s degree in educational administration
from CSULB. After accepting a temporary position as an administrative assistant
in the District Superintendent’s office, she worked as a program specialist in the
Assistant Superintendent’s office. 

While both of these opportunities allowed her to develop knowledge of the
“workings” of the district, she was anxious to get back to a school site where she
could continue her work with students, teachers, and parents. In 1995, she was
assigned as principal of Newcomb Academy where she enjoyed eight years. She
was principal of Hughes Middle School for seven years.  

Ms. Daley seems to own a shirt or sweatshirt from nearly every academy, club,
or sport on campus. She is proud to see Millikan lead the district in its percentage
of improvement as measured by the Academic Performance Index in recent years.
Ms. Daley has also focused on supporting our Advanced Placement program,
where many of her former Hughes and Newcomb students now prepare for college.

Pleased that our two Small Learning Communities, PEACE and COMPASS,
earned Career Technical Education certification, Ms. Daley is now assisting all
campus SLCS in an effort to make our teaching linked students’ career and 
college aspirations. Truly it is Millikan that is fortunate to have such a “spirited”
Principal of Instruction!

Dr. Jeffrey Cornejo
Principal

Monica Daley
Principal of
Instruction

McKinley Elementary 
6822 Paramount Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 562/630-6200 • http://mckinley-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Scott Tardibuono is enthusiastic and honored about returning
to the students, staff and families at McKinley Elementary as the
school’s new Principal. Mr. Tardibuono, who has been employed
with the Long Beach Unified School District since 1996, is an inno-
vative, bilingual leader in education who is committed to
increasing the achievement level and learning potential of each
student.

His career in education began as a teacher in both the primary
and intermediate grades at McKinley Elementary, where he later
went on to serve as the school’s Intervention Specialist and 

Vice Principal. In addition to acting as summer school Principal at several sites
and Vice Principal at Addams Elementary, he spent the previous five years as
Principal at Bret Harte before moving into his current role.

Mr. Tardibuono was born and raised in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He received
his bachelor’s degree in Spanish from Bucknell University in Lewisburg before
relocating to Southern California. He then received his master’s degree and
administrative credential at CSU Dominguez Hills.

In his free moments, Mr. Tardibuono enjoys spending time with his wife and
their young children. They like taking walks, going to Disneyland and traveling.
Mr. Tardibuono anticipates an exciting and successful year working with the 
students, staff and parents of the McKinley community!

Scott Tardibuono
Principal

Monroe (K–8)
4400 Ladoga Ave., Lakewood, CA 90713 • 562/429-8911 • http://lbmonroe.schoolloop.com/

Mark Curran is in his third year as principal at Monroe K – 8
School. He has been an administrator in the Long Beach Unified
School District for many years. He served as vice-principal at
Tincher Preparatory Academy, a principal apprentice at Colin
Powell Academy, and an assistant-principal at Jefferson Middle
School. Mr. Curran was a teacher in LBUSD for 19 years. He taught
at elementary, middle and K-8 schools. Mr. Curran represented
LBUSD as a Teacher of the Year recipient in 1990. He was also a
mentor teacher for the district.

Mark Curran grew up in Southern California and earned his
Bachelor of Arts and teaching credential at California State University Long
Beach. He completed his Masters degree in Educational Administration at
California Ste University, Dominguez Hills.

Mark Curran has made his home in the city of Long Beach. He is married with
four children, who all attended LBUSD schools. He enjoys running, going to the
beach, and spending time with his four grandchildren.

Mark Curran is looking forward to working with a wonderful and talented staff
at Monroe that continues to grow professionally in order to continue improve-
ment in student achievement on district and state assessments. Monroe has a
wonderful support system with dedicated parents and community members that
make the school a special place to be.

Mark Curran
Principal
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Muir Academy
3038 Delta Ave., Long Beach, CA 90810 • 562/426-5571 • http://lbmuir.schoolloop.com/

Lori Clark is beginning her second year as the principal of 
Muir Academy. Previously, she was the principal of Jefferson
Leadership Academies for five years, the principal of Minnie Gant
Elementary for two, and Buffum elementary for four years. Lori
was also the Vice Principal of Mary Butler School for three years
and an administrative assistant to Karen De Vries in the Area B
office for one year.

Her classroom experience includes three years at Burnett
Elementary where she taught fourth and fifth grade EXCEL and
for years at Mary McCleod Bethune School, the transitional pro-

gram for homeless students in the LBUSD. At Bethune, she taught grades K-8 in
a one-room schoolhouse setting when the program was housed in the Catholic
Charities Family Homeless Shelter. She found it to be one of the most unusual
and rewarding experiences of her professional life.

Lori grew up in Laguna Beach, CA, and attended Willamette University in
Salem, OR, where she earned her Bachelor of Music in Voice Performance. She
sang professionally for eight years while working on her teaching credential at
CSULB. She later received her Masters degree in School Counseling at University
of La Verne.

Lori Clark
Principal

Naples Bayside Academy 
5537 The Toledo, Long Beach, CA 90803 • 562/433-0489 • http://naples-lbusd.ca-schoolloop.com/

Miss Beth Flynn is excited about returning to her second year
as Principal of Naples Bayside Academy.  She loves working with
the active Naples community.

“I love Naples Bayside Academy”, says Miss Flynn,
“Naples has a great combination of dedicated and involved
parents, stellar teachers and bright students that are excited

about learning.” ”Naples school has a small town feel where you
know every child. It has a private school feel in a public setting.”

Miss Flynn works closely with the Naples PTA and Foundation
to ensure that children have a lower class size and a state of the

art educational experience that ensures that students are ready for college and a
great future. Miss Flynn is dedicated to continuing to offer a variety of unique
events and daily programs to keep children involved, engaged and excited abut
learning. Miss Flynn was amazed at the wonderful academic growth in test scores
this year. She is proud of Naples Distinguished School Title and the high level of
academics that it represents.

In her spare time Miss Flynn enjoys playing tennis and sailing. She is an avid
reader and she plays classical guitar. She likes to travel throughout the world.
She has taken a safari in Africa and excavated bones with Doctor Leaky. She has
lived with a Japanese family in Japan where she helped prepare a traditional
Japanese wedding and once got stranded on a desert island near Java. Traveling
and experiencing different cultures helps you think and problem solve in different
ways. She uses those  problem solving skills everyday.

Miss Flynn looks forward to working with all members of the wonderful Naples
community in building positive school experiences for their children.

Elizabeth Flynn
Principal

Nelson Academy (6–8)
1951 Cherry Ave., Signal Hill, CA 90755 • 562/591-6041 • www.lbusd.k12.c.us

Sparkle Peterson, Principal

Newcomb Academy (K–8)
3351 Val Verde Ave., Long Beach, CA 90808 • 562/493-3596 • http://lbnewcomb.schoolloop.com/

Wendy Sowinski, Principal

Wendy Sowinski, principal at Newcomb Academy, grew up in Michigan. After
completing her Bachelor’s of Science degree, she attended UCI where she
received her Multiple Subject Credential and Single Subject Credential in mathe-
matics and health. Ms. Sowinski received her Master’s degree from the University 
of LaVerne in Education Management. She has taught almost every grade level
and has experience as an assistant principal at the elementary and middle school
levels. She is a teacher at heart and believes that education is the key to a happy
and successful life. She thinks that teachers have an incredible impact on the 
students they teach. The Newcomb teachers, along with parents, PTSA,
Newcomb Academy Foundation (NAF) and the community, provide the 
academic and enrichment programs that lead to high academic achievement and
well rounded individuals. She said, “I am proud to join such an outstanding team
and look forward to working together to provide students with an excellent 
education. It is going to be a great year for students at Newcomb Academy!”

Ask for Kay 562-493-3193
kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com • www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Renaissance High School for the Arts
235 East 8th St., Long Beach, CA 90813 • 562/901-0168, Ext. 7233 • www.lbrhsa.schoolloop.com/

Renaissance High School for the Arts principal Quentin Brown
began his career with the Long Beach Unified School District in
1990 as a mathematics teacher at Hamilton Middle School. The
next year he moved to Millikan High School where he taught math-
ematics and was the assistant coach for the boys’ varsity basketball
team. The following year he moved to Wilson High School where
he served 10 years as a mathematics teacher and 8 years as the
head coach of the boys’ basketball program. Mr. Brown also served
as Dean of Students for 2 years and Assistant Principal for 4 years
during his 16 years of service at Wilson High School. In 2008, he

was assigned to Millikan High School as its Principal Apprentice. Mr. Brown has
spent the last 4 years serving as Long Beach Unified School District’s Male
Academy Administrator. He was named Principal at Renaissance High School for
the Arts in August 2012.

He graduated from the University of California, Irvine with a B.S degree in
Social Sciences. He also holds a Masters of Business Administration from
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona. He completed his teaching cre-
dential at Chapman University and administrative credential at the University of
California, Irvine. Mr. Brown resides in Fountain Valley with his wife and son. He
enjoys traveling, reading, sports, and entertaining family and friends.

Having a highly visible and active school community at Renaissance High
School for the Arts is a wonderful thing says the principal. “I am looking forward
to working with all stakeholders to continue the artistic and scholarly achieve-
ments at RHSA. It should be a winning year for everyone,” said Mr. Brown.

Quentin Brown
Principal

20 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

Prisk Elementary
2375 Fanwood Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/598-9601 • http://prisk-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

By Marybeth Murray, Teacher – Pre-kindergarten
Cynthia Young is currently serving as the principal at Prisk

Elementary School. Previous experience includes: serving as a
Program Administrator of Strategic Planning and New Principal
Support for the district, where she provided K-12 classroom and
administrative training in Baldridge Continuous Improvement
Strategies and co-developed the Long Beach Unified School
District (LBUSD) strategic plan. Before that, she served as the
director/principal of Emerson Parkside Academy for 10 years,
where she worked collaboratively with the teachers and staff to

ensure the success of the school and assisted with bringing in $650,000 in grant
funding in just three years.

Reid High School
2153 West Hill St., Long Beach, CA 90810 • 562/989-2098 • http://reid.lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

Barbara Lindholm, Principal

Powell Academy
150 Victoria St., Long Beach, CA 90805 • 310/631-8794 • http://lbpowell.schoolloop.com/

Mrs. Claflin is pleased to serve as the principal at the Colin
Powell Academy for Success. Mrs. Claflin completed her Bachelor
of Education degree at the University of Manitoba, Canada. After
teaching in a K -8 school located on the land of the Reindeer
people in northern Manitoba, Mrs. Claflin relocated to Long Beach.
While teaching at Hudson Elementary School, Mrs. Claflin com-
pleted her Masters in Education Administration at Cal State
University - Long Beach and graduated magna cum laude with 
special recognition on the Graduate Dean’s List of University
Scholars and Artists. She then served as a program facilitator and

grant coordinator at Washington Middle School. Mrs. Claflin completed her 2nd
Tier in Administration at the University of LaVerne. During this time, she served
as vice-principal; first at Whittier Elementary School and then later at Barton
Elementary School. After assisting with a special project coordinated through the
Offices of the Superintendent, Curriculum, Instruction, and Professional Development,
and the PALMS Office, Mrs. Claflin returned to Hudson to serve as the principal
before coming to Powell.

Mrs. Claflin recently celebrated her 27th wedding anniversary. She and her
husband are the proud parents of an LBUSD second grader. She is an avid reader
and loves riddles, jokes, poems, and mathematical puzzles. Her favorite joke right
now: A boy on a hike reached a river’s edge. He saw a boy on the other side of
the river and called out: “How do I get to the other side of the river?” The boy
responded: “You are on the other side.” Powell students Soar to Success because
they have reached the other side of the river with a great attitude and great
attendance, which leads to great academic success. Mrs. Claflin is proud to be a
Powell Eagle. Go Eagles!

Cindy Young
Principal

Wendy Claflin
Principal

Polytechnic High School
1600 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, CA 90813 • 562/591-0581 • http://lbpoly.schoolloop.com/

Long Beach Poly Co-Principal Joe Carlson graduated from 
St. John Bosco, Long Beach City College, and CSULB. He is married
to Long Beach Jordan Head Counselor, Debbie Hughes. Joe has
two children, stepson Jeff Montooth, who teaches Government and
Economics at Poly, and daughter, Katie, who teaches 3rd Grade at
Karyn Elementary School in Rancho Cucamonga. In addition, his
family includes daughter-in-law Amy, a Biology teacher at Poly High
School, and grandsons Ben and Alex.

Joe spent his first 16 years in LBUSD at Long Beach Poly, where
he taught a variety of subjects, served as Activities Director for
two years, was Boys’ Athletic Director and Dean for the PACE,

CIC, and PacRim programs for a decade, and concluded with a year as Assistant
Principal. While at Poly, he also coached the Girls’ Cross Country team and the
Track team distance squad for fifteen years. In 2008, Joe began a three year stint
as Principal of Avalon Schools on Santa Catalina Island.

Before working for LBUSD, Carlson’s employment history includes 10 years as
Long Beach Marathon Executive Director, four years as the managing partner of
a running store in Belmont Shore, as well as teaching and coaching at LBCC,
CSULB, and the Anaheim Union High School District. Joe enjoys partnering with
Co-Principal Victor Jarels in supporting the Long Beach Poly students, staff, and
community. He enjoys Poly’s diversity, and relishes the opportunity to contribute
to its long history of academic, athletic, and creative achievement.

After graduating from the University of California at Berkeley,
Victor Jarels moved to Long Beach, California, and fell in love with
it immediately. Victor started his teaching career at Jordan High
School in 1990, then became a Dean of Students at Narbonne High
School in 1994 and chose to return to Long Beach Unified in 1996,
where he plans to stay. 

During his career, Victor has been a Social Studies Teacher,
Football Coach, Dean of Students, Assistant Principal and
Principal. Victor is married to Terri Jarels who is the Principal at
Cubberly, and has two exceptional step daughters, Noelle and

Vanessa, one recently married and one with a new puppy. Victor treasures being
the Principal at Long Beach Poly, along with his Co-Principal, Joe Carlson. It truly
is an exceptional high school with outstanding students, a tremendously hard-
working and dedicated staff and a caring community. Therefore our cherished
slogan, the “Home of Scholars and Champions”.

Joseph Carlson
Co-Principal

Victor Jarels
Co-Principal
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Robinson Academy 
2750 Pine Ave., Long Beach, CA 90806 • 562/492-6003 • http://lbrobinson.schoolloop.com/

The mission to teach was not always a clear and concise path to
follow. It was through the day-to-day interactions in the schools as
a motivational counselor to at-risk youth at Gompers Secondary in
San Diego Unified School District that Damita Myers realized her
mission to become a teacher. The duties and responsibilities of
counseling middle school youth who had been labeled “at-risk”
underachievers, lacking in selfesteem and confidence in school,
helped her come to the realizatio that she needed to become a
change agent within the schools by being the needed African-
American role model and teacher who could understand the
students’ needs and develop them for the future. 

As a classroom teacher, Damita was committed, motivated and had a true
desire to develop and nurture minds. She wanted her students to leave with a
positive self-image about themselves and their connections within society at
large. “My days as a classroom teacher often made me think about the various
ways in which I could assist in building the educational capacity of my students
to assist them in becoming productive members of society,” Damita stated.
Although she loved teaching and helping young people, she began to feel she
could affect more lives-both students and their parents-in an administrative role.
Damita’s duties as a school district administrator have afforded her varied experi-
ences and a clear understanding of the operations of the school system. Her
positions have included: activities director, summer school principal, vice prin-
cipal of a K-8 school, acting principal and administrative assistant to the
elementary superintendent. “It is an honor to serve in America’s Best Urban
School District-Long Beach Unified, and serve as the principal for the students of
Robinson K-8,” Damita said.

Rogers Middle School
365 Monrovia Ave., Long Beach, CA 90803 • 562/434-7411 • www.lbrogers.schoolloop.com/

Kimberly Holland, Principal

Rogers Middle School Principal, Kimberly Holland, began her career with the
Long Beach Unified School District in 1989 as an Instrumental Music Teacher at
Bancroft Middle School. In her 12th year at Bancroft, she began to move into
leadership roles and became a teacher leader.

Ms. Holland attended UCLA as an undergraduate, as a music education major
and played the piccolo in the UCLA marching band. She attended CSULB to
obtain her Master of Arts in Music Education in the evenings of her first few
years of teaching. She returned to UCLA in 2002 to obtain her Administrative
Credential and Master of Education. In 2004, she became the Assistant Principal
at Hill Classical Middle School and remained at Hill eight years developing her
leadership skills. She participated in the Aspiring Principal Program through
LBUSD in 2010-12. She was appointed to Principal at Rogers at the end of 
June 2012.

“Student achievement and safety are my highest priorities as well as having
fun with Middle School students! I have worked with middle school students for
24 years. They are my favorite aged kids and I am honored to become a part of
the Rogers family,” said Ms. Holland.

In her free time, Ms. Holland enjoys showing her Kerry Blue Terrier, “Izzy,”
playing golf, working out, and reading. She is excited to be a part of the Mustang
family at Rogers and looks forward to a great year!

Riley Elementary 
3319 Sandwood St., Lakewood, CA 90712 • 562/420-9595 • http://riley-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Welcome Back Riley Roadrunners! It is with great pleasure that
I am returning for my 7th year at Riley Elementary School! I am
inspired by the staff that works tirelessly to motivate and educate
our students, by the students who arrive on time every day, ready
to learn, and our parents and community who support us through
our PTA, as Volunteers, and by ensuring your child is prepared
each day to achieve!! I reflect on the last 7 years and the amazing
things that have happened at Riley and I know that beyond the
outstanding growth in student achievement (from an API of 691 
to 843), I see students coming to school dressed for success, being

respectful to each other and staff, and a place where students truly have a place
to flourish socially, academically and emotionally!

Riley makes it easy for me to be a mom to my 2 daughters and a wife! I leave
here everyday knowing what amazing support there is at Riley, where parents
and staff work together to make Riley a great place to learn and grow!! My door is
always open! Here is to a wonderful school year! Go Roadrunners!!!

Stacy Sanchez
Principal Dr. Damita

Myers-Miller
Principal

Roosevelt Elementary 
1574 Linden Ave., Long Beach, CA 90813 • 562/599-1888 • http://roosevelt-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Dr. Christopher Lund received his B.A. from Northwestern
University in 1991. He began his career in education with Teach
for America working in Los Angeles, California. Dr. Lund worked
as an elementary school teacher and coordinator before receiving
his M.S. in Administration from Pepperdine University. He com-
pleted his doctorate at the University of Southern California,
completing his dissertation on minority and low-SES achievement
in charter schools.

Dr. Lund has been recognized by the City Terrace Coordinating
Council, the Fordham Institute and the Broad Foundation for his
leadership in education and his improvement of student achieve-

ment. Dr. Lund also served as a principal fellow with the Institute for Learning 
at the University of Pittsburgh. He has served as a principal for 12 years in 
Los Angeles and Long Beach Unified is also a professor in the Doctoral Leadership
Program at Pepperdine University.

Dr. Christopher
Lund

Principal

Signal Hill Elementary
2285 Walnut Ave., Signal Hill, CA 90755 • 562/426-8170 • http://signalhill-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

We are pleased to present the principal of Signal Hill
Elementary School, Lauren K. Price! Mrs. Price is beginning her
fourth year at Signal Hill and is looking forward to continuing the
tradition of high expectations for all students!

Mrs. Price was born in Los Angeles to two public school educa-
tors. She graduated from a public High School in LAUSD and is a
definite believer that students in public schools are capable of
receiving an extremely high quality education!

Immediately after graduating high school, she left California to
attend Spelman College in Atlanta. After receiving her B.A. in

English, she joined up with Teach for America, a national teaching corps dedicated
to placing teachers in communities with teacher shortages. Needless to say, 
Mrs. Price feels extremely grateful to have been placed in LBUSD! She began her
teaching career at Bret Harte Elementary, where she spent 12 years teaching in
various grade levels and as a reading specialist and program facilitator. Mrs. Price
decided to pursue an administrative credential and went on to become vice principal
at Newcomb Academy, where she remained for one year before being promoted
to principal at Los Cerritos Elementary. After four wonderful years at Los
Cerritos, Mrs. Price arrived at Signal Hill, ready to tackle a new challenge with
great enthusiasm.

Mrs. Price is a busy mom with two children - one in Middle School, and
another who just started High School! She enjoys spending time with her husband,
attending her kids’ soccer and golf matches, and playing with their two dogs,
Layla and Jazz. She loves to read, and is a member of a book club for ladies that
meets every month! She is looking forward to an exciting and productive year
with her students and their families!

Lauren Price
Principal
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Twain Elementary
5021 E. Centralia St., Long Beach, CA 90808 • 562/421-8421 • http://twain-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

Since August of 2007 Ellen Ryan has had the honor of serving
as Principal of Twain Elementary School. She absolutely loves
being the principal at Twain and can’t wait until school starts again
so she can get her hugs and big smiles from her students. She has
been employed with the Long Beach Unified School District for 
14 years. She began as a Home Economics teacher at Hamilton
Middle School in 1991. In 2000, Ellen headed to Hill Classical
Middle School. For one year, she was the Intervention Specialist,
assisting struggling students. The following year she became
Assistant Principal.

Besides her experiences in Long Beach, she also taught Home Economics in
high schools and middle schools back east in New Jersey and Maryland. Her
expertise is Home Economics is cooking. For a short stint, she took a corporate
job and landed the position of National Educational Sales and Marketing
Representative for SHARP Electronics. Ellen earned her Bachelor’s of Arts from
Montclair State University in New Jersey and her Master’s Degree from California
State University Long Beach in Educational Administration.

In her free time, Ellen enjoys lots of outdoor activities like going to the beach,
stand up paddle boarding, boogie boarding, diving, racquetball and jogging. To
relax, she has long coffee sessions with friends, cooks, and spends time with her
dog, Miso.

Stanford Middle School
5871 Los Arcos St., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/594-9793 • www.lbstanford.schoolloop.com

Like many other Long Beach Unified School District principals,
Kathleen Cruz was born and raised in Long Beach. She began her
academic career at Burbank Elementary School and, after
attending St. Matthew’s Elementary, spent one year at Jefferson
Middle School and graduated from Wilson High School. She
enrolled at California State University, Long Beach (CSULB) and
majored in journalism, thinking she would pursue a career in public
relations or newspapers. During her junior year, however, an assign-
ment in a high school English classroom changed her direction.

Cruz graduated from CSULB, completed her student teaching,
and accepted her first position as an English and journalism teacher at Montebello
High School in the Montebello Unified School District. After completing her
reading specialist credential and earning a master’s degree in reading, she began
teaching reading to struggling high school students. During her 15 years at
Montebello High, she taught ninth through 12th-graders, operated a computer
lab focusing on language arts, oversaw programs and testing for second-language
learners, and managed site state and federal budgets as a project director. 

In 1996, Cruz sought a job closer to home and was hired as a facilitator at
Marshall Middle School. She returned to CSULB for her administrative credential
and was soon appointed as vice principal at Marshall. In 2003, she was trans-
ferred to Stanford Middle School as a learning director. 

Cruz has been married for 30 years to Joe Cruz, also a Wilson HS alumnus.
They have three children, Brendan, Caitlin and Peter all alumni from LBUSD
schools as well. Cruz appreciates the support of a strong Stanford community.
“We have a creative, hard working teaching staff, support personnel who allow us
to concentrate on academics, students whose focused efforts have resulted in
award winning sports teams, decorated vocal and instrumental music groups 
and an amazing academic tradition, and families who support us in every way
they’re able.”

Stephens Middle School
1830 W. Columbia St., Long Beach, CA 90810 • 562/595-0841 • http://lbstephens.schoolloop.com/

It is with great enthusiasm and excitement that I start the 2012
school year at Stephens Middle School. I look forward to working
with the dedicated teaching, support staff and parents at
Stephens, who go the extra mile for “all” students to achieve their
best academically and behaviorally.

My career with Long Beach Unified School District began in
1990, as a teacher, then as a specialist and now as an administrator.
I received my Bachelor of Science degree, teaching credentials 
and Masters of Science from California State University Fullerton.
Dr. Seuss wrote All the Places You Will Go, well for me there is

nothing more exhilarating than going to school everyday. The administrative team at
Stephens this year are Assistant Principal-Hugo Figueroa and Counselor-Keisha
Scott. We are looking forward to another great year! We wish our promoting 8th
graders good luck and success as they enter High School and encourage them to
come back and visit us. Go Junior Jack Rabbits!

Stevenson Elementary
515 Lime Ave., Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/437-0407 • http://stevenson-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

David is a product of Long Beach and graduated from
Polytechnic High School and began working at Franklin Middle
School as a college aide. While working as a college aide in the
mornings and a janitor at night, David obtained a Bachelor in
Psychology from Cal State Long Beach and began teaching fifth
grade shortly after at Lafayette Elementary. He continued his 
education and acquired an administrative credential and Masters
in Education Administration. With a career that spans more than
eighteen years with the Long Beach Unified School District, David
has held the positions of College Aide, Teacher, New Teacher

Coordinator, Specialist, Facilitator, Program Specialist, and Administrative
Assistant in the Elementary Office.

David has also assisted with community and district initiatives to meet the
diverse needs of students and parents. David works to create an atmosphere of
goal oriented academic excellence and he seizes every opportunity to move students
forward. David received the Educator of the Year with the 100 Black Men of
Long Beach in 2011 and is being honored with the award for education by the
NAACP, Long Beach Chapter this fall. More than his degrees, credentials, certificates,
awards, or leadership, David has been blessed beyond measure, with his beautiful
wife Donica and their wonderful daughters, Zara and twins Zimra and Zoie.

David Zaid undertsands that it takes commitment, dedication, courage, and
resilience to lead and support the personal and intellectual success of every student
every day. David believes that excellence is never an accident; and is always the
result of high intention, sincere effort, intelligent direction, skillful execution and
the vision to see obstacles as opportunities. Like many of us, David believes in
the ability of children, he believes in the power of education, and he believes in
this city and and our ability to achieve great things together.

Ellen Ryan
Principal

Kathleen Cruz
Principal

David Zaid
Principal

Diane Prince
Principal

Webster Elementary
1755 W. 32nd Way, Long Beach, CA 90810 • 562/595-6568 • http://webster-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

At Webster, we are excited and ready for the new school year!
We are looking forward to continued growth and success, and we
are eager to jump into the 2012-2013 school year with our
returning school leader, Ms. Martinez.

Ms. Martinez has been with Webster since 2009. She enjoys
sharing with everyone about Webster and invites them to observe
dynamic classrooms where effective instructional practices are
taking place. Ms. Martinez also enjoys working with the Webster
staff, students and community. She is passionate about education
and enjoys watching every child grow and succeed, both academically
and socially.

Ms. Martinez states that she is “delighted to continue to work with our
Webster community to achieve remarkable results.” The Webster community is
excited to have her here! She brings much knowledge and experience with her and
together, we will continue to work towards academic achievement for all students!

Maria Martinez
Principal
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Tincher Preparatory School 
1701 Petaluma Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 • 562/493-2636 • http://lbtincher.schoolloop.com/

Kelly An, Ed.D. has been employed with the Long Beach
Unified School District (LBUSD) for many years and has served in
many capacities. She has been a college aide, a teacher for
LBUSD, an assistant principal at Jackie Robinson Academy and
principal at Holmes Elementary. She is currently the principal of
Tincher Preparatory School.

Kelly earned her bachelor’s degree in liberal studies and her
master’s degree in curriculum and instruction from California State
University, Long Beach. She completed her doctoral studies in
organizational leadership in 2005 at the University of La Verne.

Her doctoral dissertation was entitled, “A Study of Factors Contributing to Job
Satisfaction Among Administrators of Regional Occupational Centers and
Programs in California.”

Kelly looks forward to another year of working alongside the students, staff
and community of Tincher as they implement various programs which support
the personal and intellectual success of every student every day. She spent her
first year at Tincher overseeing the redesignation of being named a School To
Watch, rolled out the $75,000 Verizon technology grant and brought the
COTSEN program to the site. Kelly credits her career success to the many 
wonderful LBUSD students, who provided the impetus and motivation to succeed
through their unending quest for growth and achievement.

Washington Middle School 
1450 Cedar Ave., Long Beach, CA 90813 • 562/591-2434 • http://lbwashington.schoolloop.com/

Shivaun Williams spent the first 10 years of her career in 
elementary school. There she developed skills in working with at
risk learners. As a classroom teacher and as an administrator,
Shivaun was able to work directly with students as well as work
with new and struggling teachers. In 2005 she made the move to
middle school and found that she enjoyed working with adoles-
cents and preparing them for high school. In 2006 she became
principal of her alma mater, Stephens Middle School. Now at
Washington Middle School, Shivaun is still working with at-risk
learners and is committed to providing opportunities to her students

regardless of the obstacles. She has spent the last year getting to know the
Washington School Community and looks forward to another year of high student
achievement.

In her free time Shivaun enjoys spending time with her three children and
reading. She has a Masters in Educational Administration and holds an adminis-
trative credential from California State University Dominguez Hills.to an exciting
and productive year with her students and their families!

Dr. Kelly An
Principal

Shivaun Williams
Principal

Whittier Elementary
1761 Walnut Ave., Long Beach, CA 90813 • 562/599-6263 • http://whittier-lbusd-ca.schoolloop.com/

I am very excited to begin my ninth year as Whittier’s Principal.
Whittier is very fortunate to have a staff of caring and dedicated
teachers and support staff. My early years were spent in the South
Bay. For most of my elementary years, I attended Eshelmen
Avenue Elementary School in Lomita. My family moved to Long
Beach during my sixth grade year. I attended Hughes Junior High
School and Lakewood High School. After high school I moved on to
Long Beach City College, where I earned an AA Degree in Liberal
Studies. I then attended CSU Dominguez Hills where I earned a
Bachelors in Liberal Studies, a Multiple Subjects Teaching

Credential, and a Masters in Curriculum/Teaching. I earned my Administrative
Credential at CSULB.

My career in the Long Beach Unified School District began shortly after I grad-
uated from high school. I worked as a college aide at John Muir School. During
my time at Muir, I learned a lot about teaching from the great teachers I worked
for. My teaching career began as a student teacher at Stevenson and Whittier
Schools. After finishing student teaching, I spent seven years as a fifth grade
teacher at Bryant School. After I left Bryant, I spent three years as a fourth grade
teacher at Alvarado School. After Alvarado, my next assignment took me to
Burnett, where I spent two years as vice principal. This year, I begin my eighth
year as Whittier’s principal. The teachers, support staff, and parents make
Whittier a great place for kids.

I come from a family of LBUSD employees. Shout out to my mom, Billie Jo
Garcia, who has worked for Nutrition Services for over 30 years! She currently
serves as Burnett’s Cafeteria Supervisor.

Edward Garcia
Principal

Willard Elementary
1055 Freeman Ave., Long Beach, CA 90804 • 562/438-9934 • http://wld-lbusd.ca.schoolloop.com/

Willard Elementary School Principal Kevin Maddox started in
Long Beach Unified School District (LBUSD) as a sixth-grade
teacher at Bixby Elementary School and later MacArthur
Elementary School. He then moved to Marshall Middle school as a
reading specialist. Maddox’s next step was as a program facilitator,
overseeing two multi-organizational grants involving LBUSD, the
Long Beach Police Department and the Long Beach District
Attorney’s Office. He next was assigned to help open Jackie
Robinson Academy. After a year at Robinson, Maddox was promoted
to vice principal. In 1997 he left LBUSD to work in the Antelope

Valley as a middle school assistant principal and elementary school principal. 
He returned to LBUSD in 2003 and was assigned as principal to Webster
Elementary. In 2009, he moved to Willard Elementary.

Kevin Maddox
Principal

Wilson Classical High School
4400 E. 10th St., Long Beach, CA 90804 • 562/433-0481 • http://lbwilson.schoolloop.com/

Gonzalo Moraga, Principal of Instruction

Sandy Blazer was born and raised in Long Beach and attended
Long Beach schools. She began her career in Long Beach Unified
School District in the fall of 1994. In her first 11 years in the district,
she served as principal of Minnie Gant Elementary School, principal
of Stanford Middle School, Director if General and Special Education
Services, and Co-Principal of Wilson High School. Following Wilson,
she was named Chief Academic Officer of Green Dot Public Schools
in Los Angeles and New York City. After four years with Green Dot
she has returned “home” to serve once again as Principal of Wilson
High School in 2009. Sandy has a daughter, Tayler who is a sopho-
more at Wilson and a son, Scott who is an 8th grader at Rogers.

Sandy Blazer
Co-Principal

of competitive gymnastic and cheerleading experience, 
the cheerleaders not only promote school spirit at Wilson
pep-rally’s and athletic events but they also represent
Wilson both as spirit leaders and role models at various
community events. The cheerleaders have helped out at
several community events and the girls are also trying hard
to fundraise so they can go to Florida in the spring and
compete at the ESPN’S National Cheerleading Competition.

In order for the entire squad to participate, an additional
$18,000 must be raised by December 31st. To meet this goal
several fundraisers have been scheduled.

If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation to
the Wilson High School Cheerleading Squad, please send

your check or Money Order (made out to: WHS CHEER TRUST) Wilson High
School: ATT: Maria Neves/Dean Of Students, 4400 East Tenth St. Long Beach, CA
90803. All monies received will go directly to supporting the Wilson Cheerleading
Program. GO BRUINS! 

Check the cheer website: http://wchscheer.weebly.com for more information.

COMMUNITY SPIRIT • FROM PAGE 1

Karley Cable
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Westerly School 
of Long Beach (K–8)

Nonprofit, Nonsectarian Independent School
2950 E. 29th St., Long Beach, CA 90806 • 562/981-3151 • www.westerlyschool.org

Westerly Community Visits: 
Seeing Firsthand Innovative Teaching for Curious Minds

Now in its twentieth year of serving the greater Long Beach
Community, Westerly School is more committed than ever before
in providing the city with a unique choice of educating students in
grades kindergarten through grade eight. Armed with the belief
that, in an ever changing world, schools must teach in a way that
not only inspires students, but equips them with the tools to be
successful in the future, the faculty and staff have delved into
research on exactly that topic. Respecting and honoring the fact
that all students are naturally curious, yet in different ways,

Westerly faculty is committed to feeding that curiosity through innovative and 
differentiated approaches to teaching. By way of a purposeful integration into the
curriculum of such skills as effective oral and written communication, collaboration,
leading by influence, curiosity and imagination, and others, the School engages and
inspires students while preparing them for the world beyond their school years.

Come See for Yourself
Each month Westerly School invites the public to visit the campus during one

of the School’s community visits, which provides an opportunity to observe the
type of teaching and learning that occurs every day in a Westerly classroom.
Visitors experience an overview of Westerly’s history, mission, and programs, and
are treated to a tour of the classrooms and a question and answer period. This
first-hand view of a Westerly education in action enables visitors to hear about and
see a variety of ways the school’s mission is delivered including, but not limited to the:

Strong Academic Program:
Westerly education includes a rigorous and supportive academic program

along with instruction in the visual arts, music – both vocal and instrumental,
Spanish, and physical education. In addition, to further the School’s commitment
to educating the whole child, Westerly’s program integrates a commitment to
teaching ways to develop the emotional and moral development of its students.

Sense of Community:
Westerly is known for its small class size and inclusive and safe environment.

Families know one another, parents are involved, and students are encouraged to
take academic risks, further challenging them to reach their full potential.

Student Mentor/Mentee Program:
The Mentor/Mentee Program has been a long-standing tradition at Westerly where

younger classes of students are paired with older classes. This unique program
allows the forming of relationships as students delve into engaging activities and
projects together. Younger students have role models, while older students cultivate
mentoring and leadership skills.

Differentiated Learning:
Throughout the classrooms, teachers engage students in a variety of

approaches to meet the needs of the individual. One-on-one or small group
instruction, student-centered stations, activities, experiments and project-based
learning are just a few approaches faculty employ to make learning fun and 
relevant for Westerly students.

Technology:
Each classroom is equipped with a SMART interactive white board. These

modern “chalkboards” extend learning opportunities for students given the tech-
nology’s versatility. Additionally, all elementary classrooms are equipped with
Macintosh desktops along with two rotating class sets of laptops. Middle school
students are each issued a laptop for the year, which are essentially theirs to take
to and from school, extending learning opportunities between home and school.
Ultimately, Westerly students are quite facile with the use and application of
technology by the time they matriculate into their chosen high school program.

Intangibles and Anecdotal:
Day in and day out, the value of a Westerly education presents itself in 

unexpected ways. Through close connections with caring adults, celebrating 
student successes and working through their challenges, the Westerly experience
impacts all students in a positive way unique to each of them. Community visits
allow for the sharing of these special moments, which provide the visitor with a
deeper understanding of who Westerly is and how it differs from other educational
institutions.

Please consider joining the Advancement Director and the Head of School on
one of the upcoming community visits listed below:

November 6, 2012
December 4, 2012
January 8, 2013
January 22, 2013
February 5, 2013
March 5, 2013
March 19, 2013
April 16, 2013
May 7, 2013

To make a reservation for one of the upcoming community visits, log on to
www.westerlyschool.org, click the Admission tab, then, Visit Westerly.  Or, call or
e-mail Crystal Angulo, Director of Advancement, at 562-981-3151 or
cangulo@westerlyschool.org

Westerly’s Eighth Graders Host High School Decision 2013 
for All Area Middle School Students 

Area middle school students and their parents are invited to attend “High
School Decision 2013” on Thursday, October 25 at Westerly School from 3:00 p.m.
to 5:00 p.m. to hear representatives from roughly 20 area high schools talk about
their programs. The event at 2950 East 29th Street, Long Beach, is open to all.

Decision 2013 is designed to help middle school families make informed 
decisions about high school selection by helping them to understand the various
options. There will be short presentations by high school representatives and
an opportunity for families to gather information and ask questions. Westerly’s
eighth grade students play a critical role in setting up and hosting the event.

There will be representatives from public schools, such as Wilson High School
Distinguished Scholars. In addition, area independent and charter high schools
are attending, including Chadwick School (Palos Verdes Peninsula), Loyola High
School (Los Angeles), Fairmont Preparatory Academy (Anaheim), Cornelia
Connelly School (Anaheim), Mater Dei High School (Santa Ana), Lutheran High
School of Orange County (Orange), Rolling Hills Preparatory School (San Pedro),
Servite High School (Anaheim), St. Anthony High School (Long Beach), Sage Hill
High School (Newport Coast), Vista Mar High School (El Segundo), Saint Joseph
High School (Lakewood), Tarbut V’Torah School (Irvine), Rosary High School
(Fullerton), St. John Bosco High School (Bellflower), and Colegio New City
School (Long Beach), Halstrom High School (Anaheim Hills), and Santa Catalina
School (Monterey).

For further information, visit Westerly’s website at www.westerlyschool.org. 
To RSVP, please contact Dave Perram, Westerly’s Director of Student Affairs, at
dperram@westerlyschool.org or call (562) 981-3151. 

Chris Rodenhizer
Head of School

Westerly School serves students in Kindergarten through eighth grade 
by igniting a love of learning through innovative instruction, collaborative
projects, and community involvement through student leadership. With its
whole-child philosophy and safe-learning community, Westerly nurtures 
students’ creativity, forming problem-solvers and idea-makers prepared for
the ever changing world. Westerly School is a non-profit, non-denominational
independent school located on a five-acre campus in the heart of Long Beach.
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City of Long Beach, City Prosecutor
333 West Ocean Blvd., 2nd Floor, Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/570-5600 • www.longbeach.gov

conditions. They want to know who to call in case of emergency,
and who to call if that person can’t be reached.

The truth is anything can happen at school, during soccer practice,
or an after school rehearsal. That is why it is important that all
forms are filled out and turned in as quickly as possible. This is
also a great opportunity for parents to go over the forms with their
children – do the children know what numbers to call, or who is
the emergency contact? All of this information should be taught to
children when they are still in elementary school.

Finally, make sure the forms continue to have updated information.
If a parent changes jobs gets a new cell phone number, or an emergency contact
moves away, call the school to update the information they have.

Beware of Strangers 
By now, every school age child is told not to talk to strangers. That is important,

but it is just the start. The term “stranger danger” has become bland school
house jargon, according to the National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children, which says parents need to spend more time discussing what that
means. Often, children will describe a “stranger” as someone who is ugly or
mean, not as someone who is nice-looking or friendly, and we know that is not
the case. Also, if someone talks to the child or is around the child multiple times,
the child may not perceive that person as a “stranger” anymore.

The new school year is a good time for parents to have another discussion
with their kids about stranger contact. Stranger danger does not just mean
avoiding “bad” adults, after all, how can someone tell the bad from the good by
looks alone? It means never leaving school grounds with someone they do not
know. It means never accepting a gift of any kind from an adult without the
parent knowing. It means the knowing, in advance, which relatives and friends
are approved to pick the child up from school, sports practice, or a party.

Be Mindful of Surroundings
Parents should teach their children to be aware of their surroundings. Kids

who walk or ride bikes to school should not only know the route perfectly, they
should know if there is a library, fire station, or other designated safe place close
to the route. Kids should be taught who to ask and how to ask for help if they
need it Children must be especially aware of cars and bikes. They should always
look for cars that may be passing by them, or trying to approach them. 

Being aware of surroundings also includes, checking the house when they
arrive home to make sure no one is inside or around the outside when they open
the door. They should be taught to quickly lock the door behind them, and be
aware of anything strange. If parents can not be home when their children arrive
home, it is often a good idea to have another adult that they know and trust at
home to meet them. At a minimum, kids can call their parents from the home
phone when they get inside so the parents know they arrived safely. Older kids
with cell phones can call or text just about any time to report their whereabouts. 

With drastic budget cuts affecting our schools and our police, a person may
wonder if our students are still safe at school. The answer, of course, is Yes.
While there is no way to make schools immune from the problems of the community
that surround them, violence on school campuses in Long Beach is relatively rare. 

School is not just a place where kids can learn, it is a safe environment. It is
not the primary purpose of schools to provide a safety zone. But, frankly, in any
urban area where kids can be exposed to street crime at an early age that is an
important part of the role of schools. Ultimately, however, it is the job of parents,
you and I, to make sure our children are safe from the moment they step out the
door in the morning, until they are returned safely at the end of the day. Now,
have a great school year! 

Douglas P.
Haubert 

City Prosecutor

ON THE ROAD TO SAFETY • FROM PAGE 1

City of Long Beach Office of the Vice Mayor
333 West Ocean Blvd. 14th Floor, Long Beach, CA 90802 • 562/570-6919 • www.longbeach.gov

One outstanding example of that is the Long Beach College
Promise. The Promise provides a variety of benefits including a
tuition-free semester at LBCC, guaranteed college admission,
early and continued outreach, and multiple pathway suppor t

Leaders from LBUSD, LBCC, and CSULB created the Promise
in 2008, and after four years, it is a clear success.

729 LBUSD students entered Cal State Long Beach as freshman
in 2011— more than ever before, and a 40 percent increase since
the Promise began.

Almost three-quarters of LBUSD graduates go onto college
within a year of graduation, with half of those students attending
either LBCC or Cal State Long Beach.

First-semester enrollment fees were waived for more than 1,600 students at
LBCC last autumn.

LBUSD graduates account for nearly a fifth of Cal State Long Beach’s freshman class.
We need to work to ensure the College Promise does not suffer due to state education

budget cuts. We need to maintain and expand these kinds of programs, not cut them.
They are the best investment we can make in the future of our community.

The City has recently begun to participate in a Joint Use Committee with
LBUSD, and I am one of the City’s representatives to that Committee. I am
hopeful that this collaboration can produce results for our community as exciting
as our educational institutions have produced with the College Promise. 

Dr. Robert
Garcia

Vice Mayor
and Joint Use

Committee Member

FROM PAGE 1

The City of Signal Hill Office of the Mayor
2175 Cherry Ave., Signal Hill, CA 90755 • 562/989-7300 • www.ci.signal-hill.ca.us

can and must be proactive in protecting the safety of our children.
Signal Hill Police Department has a wonderful link on its web-site
to a Crime Prevention Outreach newsletter. It covers a wide
variety of topics however the most recent newsletter discusses
school safety topics and is a wonderful resource.

There are many common sense things we can do. If your child gets
himself or herself to school, make sure you know the specific route
your child takes. If there are multiple entrances into the school know
which entrance your child uses. Have clear rules with your child as to
whether they can or cannot stay on the playground after school, stop

at a friend’s house after school, or whether they are to come straight home.  Discuss
safety rules with your children as far as crossing the street at a corner (not in the
middle), looking both ways and bike or scooter safety (wearing a helmet) if those
methods are used. Check the Megan’s Law database to see if there are any sex
offenders in your neighborhood and if there are choose a route that avoids walking
past those houses.

If your child stays on the playground after school waiting for pick-up, make
sure you discuss where your child should go for help if needed. Because the front
office of a school is always staffed, that is a good choice. Discuss other places on
campus your child could go to receive help. Ask your friends to keep an eye on
your child if they stay on campus after school with their children. If you are going
to be late picking your child up and they are not expecting that, call the school
office and ask that the teacher be notified so that your child knows what is going
on.  Agree on a place for your child to wait for you should you be late.

Discuss stranger safety with your child. Make sure your child knows that if
someone they do not know should try to physically take them somewhere, they
have your full permission to yell, hit, kick, bite and do anything and everything
possible to get away. Yelling something like “I need help, this is not my father or
mother” is very effective to alert other adults in the area. As a parent it is difficult
to think about issues such as this, but we discuss other safety issues all the time
(put on your seat belt, what to do in the case of a fire) and this is one more 
discussion that we must have to keep our children as safe as possible.

Tina Hansen
Mayor

FROM PAGE 1

Happy Halloween
and Thanksgiving!
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California State University Long Beach
1250 Bellflower Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90840 • 562/985-4111 • http://.csulb.edu/

Added to Military Friendly Schools’ List
Victory Media, the premier media entity for military personnel

transitioning into civilian life, has named California State
University, Long Beach (CSULB) to its coveted Military Friendly
Schools list. This is the third straight year CSULB has received the
designation.

The 2013 Military Friendly Schools list honors the top 15 percent
of colleges, universities and trade schools that are doing the most
to embrace America’s military service members, veterans and
spouses as students and ensure their success on campus.

“Inclusion on the 2013 list of Military Friendly Schools shows
Cal State Long Beach’s commitment to providing a supportive environment for
military students,” said Sean Collins, director for G.I. Jobs and vice president at
Victory Media. “As interest in education grows, we’re thrilled to provide the 
military community with transparent, world-class resources to assist in their
search for schools.”

The Military Friendly Schools website features the list, interactive tools and
search functionality to help military students find the best school to suit their
unique needs and preferences. The 1,739 colleges, universities and trade schools
on this year’s list exhibit leading practices in the recruitment and retention of
students with military experience

Schools on the list range from state universities and private colleges to community
colleges and trade schools. The common bond is their shared priority of recruiting
students with military experience.

“We are honored to serve our nation’s veterans and military students at Cal
State Long Beach.  Their presence here adds diversity, maturity, and a global 
perspective to our classrooms and campus life,” said CSULB President F. King
Alexander. “As our veterans and military personnel look into pursuing their 
educational goals, we encourage them to consider CSULB, and we look forward
to serving them just as they have served our nation, with total commitment.”

Now in its fourth year, the 2013 list of Military Friendly Schools was compiled
through extensive research and a data-driven survey of more than 12,000
Veterans Affairs-approved schools nationwide. The survey tabulation process,
methodology and weightings that comprise the 2013 list were independently 
verified by Ernst and Young LLP.

F. King Alexander
President

School. Additionally, Sparkle Peterson, who served as principal
at Mary K. Butler, and prior to that at Colin Powell Academy,
will serve as principal at Nelson Academy.

Among the many unique features of the school are state of
the arts classrooms, labs and dual use facilities. Classrooms are
equipped with wireless technologies to accommodate a wide and
varied use of computer technologies. In addition, sliding white
boards double as cabinet enclosures for storing textbooks and other
classroom supplies. Another example of dual use is featured in the
school cafeteria which also functions as a multipurpose room 

One of the technological innovations that serve as a focal
point for Nelson Academy is the use of IPads. The district will

pilot the use of Ipads as part of its instructional program in mathematics.
However, all students will be given Ipads.

Jessie Elwin Nelson Academy represents a leap into the 21st Century and will
provide opportunities for students to receive a high quality education through
the intelligent design and use of technology. Nelson Academy represents a 
wonderful addition to the district’s school facilities. For additional information
regarding Jessie Elwin Nelson Academy, please contact Sparkle Peterson.

BOARD OF EDUCATION • FROM PAGE 1

Dr. Felton
Williams
Member

In English, the percentage of students proficient or above grew
to 53.1 percent, up 2.4 percent over the prior year. In math, students
achieved a half-point gain with 51.2 percent now proficient or above.

In history, students here also saw a half-point gain with 43.8
percent now proficient or above. In science, LBUSD students
improved by 1.3 percent to 53 percent in grades 5, 8 and 10 combined.
In addition, students performed 3.6 percent higher on biology,
earth science, chemistry and physics exams combined, with nearly
40 percent scoring proficient and above.

Eighth grade algebra proficiency – key to college readiness –
jumped by 5 percent to 69 percent in LBUSD. That’s 20 percentage points above
students statewide. Increased algebra proficiency rates have occurred here even
as the school district boosted participation in eighth grade algebra from 2,573
students in 2009 to 3,610 last year.

We have a thousand more eighth graders taking algebra than just two years
ago, and yet our proficiency rate continues to climb steadily. That’s a success
story, and it’s linked to a concerted plan to prepare more students for success in
college and careers.

California High School Exit Exam data also show an upward trend here. For
the Class of 2012, pass rates were 94.3 percent in LBUSD, up from 93 percent for
the Class of 2011. Districtwide, pass rates for all ethnicities in LBUSD are now at
93 percent or above.

In addition, recently released data on Advanced Placement college preparatory
course enrollment showed that 5,062 students took one or more AP courses in
LBUSD last year, nearly double the number in 2003. Over the same period, students
of all ethnicities saw significant increases in AP course enrollment. Meanwhile
pass rates have now increased to 55 percent on AP exams, up 5 percent over the
prior year.

Long Beach’s encouraging results cannot be taken for granted, given the
state’s precarious budget, much of which is predicated on voters’ approval of
taxes in November. Already, the school district has lost more than 1,000 jobs and
$300 million since 2008.

School budgets will be slashed severely if California does not find a way to 
stabilize funding for public education. We must build upon our hard-fought gains
in student achievement.
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