
Covering the Carlsbad Unified School District
VOLUME 10, ISSUE 43 NOVEMBER 2014–JANUARY 2015

®Education + Communication = A Better Nation

Setting the Standard for Teachers Across San Diego CountySUPERINTENDENT
We provide 

every student an 
extraordinary 
education in 
an inspiring 
environment.

CUSD’s Mission 
Statement, Adopted 
March 12, 2014

Who are we? Where are we 
headed? How will we know when we 
get there? These are the questions 
that the Board has been grappling 
with as it worked to create CUSD’s 
new mission statement, its redefined 
vision of the future and its graduate 
profile to define the attributes of our 
CUSD grads.

Vision
It is the role of the School Board 

to adopt a long-range vision that sets 
direction for the District, focusing 
on student learning and describing 
what the Board wants the schools to 
achieve. So, on August 13, 2014, the 
Board adopted the key statements 
that describe what its wants to see 
CUSD schools and students achieve. 
These vision statements will drive 
continuous improvement in Carlsbad 
Unified’s schools.

Our Board of Trustees has 
outlined these four pillars that 
provide the vision of CUSD’s 
future. These pillars describe 
what success will look like for our 
graduates, for our students sitting 
in our classrooms today, for our 
employees who work here, and for 
our community members who are 
integral partners in our success:

Dr. Suzette Lovely

TOY Maria Cruz Teran w/principal Lund & Rae Merritt.
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From the District
Everyday in San Diego County 

26,000 teachers walk through their 
classroom doors with anticipation. 
They are the dedicated professionals 
who meet our children, prepared 
to challenge and inspire them to be 
their best. Math lessons are on the 
board, slides are in the microscopes, 
and iPads are charged. We are 
fortunate that these men and women 
have chosen this noble profession.

There are a few exemplary 
teachers who stand out among this 
talented group. Maria Teran Cruz, 
selected as one of five San Diego 
County Teachers of the Year, is a 
truly exceptional teacher, role model 
and community member. She is a 
fourth grade teacher at Jefferson 
Elementary School, where she has 
been on the staff for 16 years.

“This honor belongs to the entire 
community,” said Mrs. Cruz, as she 
was introduced on stage. “It belongs 
to Carlsbad, specifically to Jefferson 
Elementary, to my sisters in the 
trenches, to my principal (Chad 
Lund) desperately teaching me to 
breathe. And especially to my little 
ones. Those little ones make me the 
teacher I am. This is such an honor.”

Mrs. Cruz arrived in this country 
as a teenager who didn’t know how 
to speak English, with heartbreaking 
memories of war in her homeland, 
Nicaragua. But she persevered, 
learned English, went on to college 
and became a chiropractor and 
then a teacher.  Because of her 
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background she brings a special sensitivity to her teaching, and English-
learning students can relate to her story. Mrs. Cruz is an inspirational teacher 
with a meticulous classroom, but she also loves to teach Dance PE with rousing 
Latin beats as part of the school-wide fitness program.

“Mrs. Cruz exemplifies the remarkable teaching staff we have here in 
Carlsbad,” said Dr. Suzette Lovely, Superintendent. “We congratulate her and 
all the amazing educators who were named San Diego County Teachers of the 
Year.”

Mrs. Cruz was selected as Carlsbad Unified’s Teacher of the Year last spring 
through a process of observation and interviews by a district selection panel. 
Candidates for County Teacher of the Year were selected based on student 
achievement, teaching philosophy, knowledge of current issues in education 
and community involvement. Mrs. Cruz is the first CUSD teacher to be named 
San Diego County Teacher of the Year. She and the other four Teachers of the 
Year will now go on to the statewide competition.
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The Superintendent’s message is 
enlightening and inspirational. To 
know that the District is following 
their Vision and Mission Statement is 
encouraging for parents, students and 
the community. 

Our next issue is February 18, 2015...
yes, 2015! Until then have a Happy 
Thanksgiving, Happy Holidays and 
Happy New Year! 

We are always mindful of our men 
and women in the armed services 
keeping us safe here at home and thank 
them for their service.

Neta Madison

Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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Become a College Counselor 
Launch or advance your career with our 7-course College  
Counseling Certificate—offered entirely online! 

Get the skills you need to counsel students and help them  
identify their post-high school options.

Ideal for: 
•  Teachers & administrators working 

with secondary students
•  High school & junior/middle school 

guidance counselors
•  Private & independent college 

counselors 

Learn more.  
Visit uclaextension.edu/snCollege 
or contact us at (310) 983-1181.

15988-14

“THINK FASTER TO LEARN MORE”

760-634-6886 
encinitaslearningcenter@yahoo.com
543 Encinitas Blvd. Suite #100
www.encinitaslearningcenter.com

• If your child experiences reading 
and/or school failure . . .

• If you home school because your 
child needs so much help . . .

• If your child learns best one to 

One year of Intensive Intervention
It can make a difference 

in YOUR child’s life!

For Students Who Experience
Significant Learning Challenges

Come in for a Complimentary 
Screening/Consult to determine your 
student’s Learning Path

one, or needs a specific program . . .

ELC
ncinitas
earning

enter

One Student: One Teacher

Please see our ad on the back page.

Happy Thanksgiving
from the School News staff...

We are thankful for you!
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City of Carlsbad
1200 Carlsbad Village Dr., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/434-2830 • www.carlsbad.gov

Are You Prepared?
It’s hard to believe more than six months have passed since 

the Poinsettia Fire turned our world upside down. I remember 
going to the TGIF concert at Alga Norte Community Park this 
summer and seeing people of all ages laughing and dancing 
together, enjoying a perfect summer evening in Carlsbad. Behind 
the crowd was the charred hillside, still black and bare, serving 
as a stark reminder of the Poinsettia Fire, which tore through the 
heart of our city in mid-May.

Many, many homes and businesses, parks and other public 
facilities were saved that week, thanks to the emergency 
responders on the front lines, as well as countless others 

supporting them behind the scenes.  Also key to avoiding a greater disaster 
were the steps our community members had already taken to get prepared for 
emergencies.

Before I worked for the city, I didn’t have a family emergency plan. Since part 
of my job today is to promote emergency preparedness, I quickly learned how to 
help ensure the safety of my family and my property during an emergency.

This came in handy as I hurried to the city’s emergency operations center 
May 14 to begin what would become a round the clock public information 
operation lasting for days, in support of the city’s overall response and recovery 
efforts. I of course called home to check in, but we had already discussed our 
family emergency plan, including where we would meet in case we became 
separated and didn’t have cell coverage, and where we might go if our 
neighborhood were evacuated. We had also already set aside our important 
paperwork, emergency supplies and a list of the most important things to pack 
during an evacuation, if we had time.  Knowing my family was ready helped me 
focus on my immediate job, making sure the rest of the community and media 
had the information they needed throughout the emergency.

As the Poinsettia Fire showed us, Southern California is vulnerable to 
wildfires year around, but fall is traditionally when we are most at risk.  Here 
are a few simple steps you can take to prepare for emergencies:

• Make a family plan. Your family may not be together when a disaster 
strikes, so talk about how you will get to a safe place, how you will contact 
one another, how you will get back together, and what you will do in 
different situations. Do a “dry run” that involves all members of your 
family.  More detailed planning is needed for family members who have 
special needs. And don’t forget to include pets in your planning.

• Make a kit. A disaster supplies kit is simply a collection of basic items 
your household may need in the event of an emergency. Try to assemble 
your kit well in advance of an emergency. You may have to evacuate at a 
moment’s notice and take essentials with you.  It’s also a good idea to keep 
an “essentials” emergency kit in your car at all times.

• Sign up for Alert San Diego. Register cell phones, home cable-phone 
systems and emails with Alert San Diego, the county’s free reverse 9-1-1 
notification system.

• Follow the City of Carlsbad on Facebook and Twitter.  We will use these 
channels, in addition to the city website, to provide up to date information 
during an emergency.

• Download the free regional mobile app, “sdemergency,” available at your 
app store, to get notifications during an emergency affecting San Diego 
County.

• Prepare your home for wildfires. Wildfires are one of the most common 
threats facing Carlsbad, so make sure you’ve taken precautions to protect 
your home, like keeping landscaping trimmed and healthy and putting 
screens on attic and chimney vents.

You can find more information in the city’s free emergency preparedness 
guide and preparing for wildfires handbook, available at all city offices, 
community centers, libraries and fire stations, or online at www.carlsbadca.
gov. Visit the city website, www.carlsbadca.gov, and search for “emergency 
preparedness” to get more information.  Then, set aside time this weekend to 
put your plan into action.  Remember, it’s just a matter of when, not if, we will 
be tested again.

Kristina Ray
Communications 

Manager

6    When Nature is Your Neighbor  •  Defend Your Home Against Wildfires

Fire prevention experts often refer to three zones around your home. 

The size of each zone depends on local conditions and fire codes. In 

Carlsbad, it is generally recommended to create a 60 foot safety zone 

around your home. These zones should be free of dead flammable landscaping and maintained regularly.

Be in the “Zone”

ZONE 1

ZONE 2

20 to 40 feet

0 to 20 feet

ZONE 3
40 to 60 feet

In Carlsbad, it is generally recommended to create a 60 foot safety zone around your home.

The size of each zone depends on local conditions and fire codes. In 

Carlsbad, it is generally recommended to create a 60 foot safety zone 

around your home. These zones should be free of dead flammable landscaping and maintained regularly.

    When Nature is Your Neighbor  

When NatureWhen Nature
Is Your Neighbor

Defend Your Home Against Wildfires

Pick up a free guide at any community center, 
library, fire station or city building.  Or, read it 
online at www.carlsbadca.gov/fire

Traffic Improvements

Defend Your Home

When NatureWhen Nature
Is Your Neighbor

Against Wildfires

Senior CareSenior CareSenior Care

$30
SPORTS 

PHYSICALS!
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Construction management, automotive technology, project 
management, 3D modeling and prototyping, social media for 
business, personal fitness trainer, yoga instructor, and massage 
therapist are just some of the certificate programs offered at 
MiraCosta College. These short-term programs prepare students 
– in as little as a few months – with the skills needed for living-
wage jobs at in-demand professions. Programs are developed 
in consultation with North County business leaders who advise 
college faculty about industry trends and the skills needed to 
fill critical jobs. In all, MiraCosta College offers 109 certificate 
programs in 36 disciplines.

Dr. Dick Robertson
Interim  

Superintendent/ 
President

“What the certificate programs at MiraCosta College are really about is 
taking the required courses in as little as one semester, gaining skills and 
going into a new, living-wage profession,” said Al Taccone, dean of Career and 
Technical Education at MiraCosta College.

In addition to offering classes at its Oceanside and Cardiff campuses, 
MiraCosta College also holds several credit classes at Carlsbad’s Sage Creek 
High School, and has plans to open a Technology Career Institute in Carlsbad 
where the college will offer noncredit programs that train students to fill a 
growing local demand for industrial technicians.

MiraCosta College’s new Technology Career Institute, to be located at 
2075 Las Palmas Drive in Carlsbad, will also provide skilled workers for 
such industries as high-tech manufacturing and biotech manufacturing. 
The institute will expand the college’s machinist certificate program and 
create industry-recognized electronics engineering technician and robotics/
automation certificate programs.

“There’s a need for trained midlevel technicians in several growing 
industries in North San Diego County, including maritime technology, 
underwater robotics and reverse osmosis,” said MiraCosta College Director of 
Community Services and Business Development Linda Kurokawa.

Students interested in transferring to four-year universities can also take 
courses at the college and save themselves up to $40,000 on their way to a 
bachelor’s degree. In 2013, more than 900 MiraCosta College graduates were 
accepted to a UC campus while hundreds more enrolled at universities across 
the country.

To encourage high school students to get a head start on college, MiraCosta 
waives enrollment fees for all concurrently enrolled high school students 
taking MiraCosta College credit courses, whether at Sage Creek, the college’s 
campuses in Oceanside and Cardiff, or online. This saves students $46 per 
credit unit, removing a financial barrier to higher education.

For more information, refer to our website at miracosta.edu or call 
760.757.2121. Spring 2015 classes begin January 20. 

*$138 savings for a 3-unit class. Students still must pay 
  health services and student center fees.

Cardiff
 Oceanside

Online

For more information, 
or to apply for admission, 
visit miracosta.edu/highschool 
or call 760.795.6620.

You can earn
college credit for

Did you
hear?

Hear what?

How?

Sweet!

practically FREE!

High school students
now can take MiraCosta College 

credit classes and  
the enrollment fee. That saves 

 you $138 a class!*

NOT PAY

MiraCosta College
1 Barnard Dr., Oceanside, CA 92056 • 760/757-2121 • www.miracosta.edu

Scores of Certificates and Degrees
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Aviara Oaks Elementary (K–5)
6900 Ambrosia Way, Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6000 • www.aoes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

Changing For the Better
Students and staff at Aviara Oaks Elementary School (AOE) 

returned for the 2014–2015 school year to a site which reflected 
many changes to both community and campus.

To our staff, we welcomed kindergarten teacher Karlene 
Wiegand from Jefferson Elementary School and second-grade 
teacher Courtney Young from Cajon Valley School District. 
New to AOE this year are specialists Brett Ludwick in science, 
Jamie Lewis in physical education, and Lianne O’Neal as our 
new computer lab instructional technician. Janine Zambetti is 

now our kitchen lead. She is coming back to AOE after working at Pacific Rim 
Elementary School for many years. We’re glad you’re here!

Inside our classrooms, instructional focus continues to be on the 
implementation of Common Core State Standards, with emphasis in the 
areas of math practices and close reading. These instructional strategies are 
pushing students to think deeper across and between content areas, build 
better understanding of academic vocabulary and problem-solving processes, 
and encourage ongoing dialogue through open-ended questioning and 
collaborative discussion. In our fourth- and fifth-grade classrooms, students 
are implementing the study and organizational skills of Advancement Via 
Individual Determination (AVID). Utilizing a consistent system of note-taking, 
material and information organization, as well as student planners, students are 
building lifelong skills for goal-setting, time management, communication and 
success.

Outside, our campus has undergone a transformation. Our summer site 
construction project and landscaping have been completed, and we couldn’t be 
more excited! With the completion of these projects, we now have a more secure 
campus, a new power and connectivity infrastructure, new alarms, a paging 
system, and wireless access in all classrooms. We have a larger lunch area, with 
a new shade cover and tables, and beautiful new landscaping.

Leslie Harden
Principal

Girl Scout troop 1852 celebrates ground-breaking and the first phase of our school garden.
In addition, we are adding a school garden! Under the direction of Girl 

Scout Leader Kimberly Hess and with the assistance of our master gardener 
Peggy Kenny, Troop 1852 is earning the Bronze Award via a project to grow 
vegetables to be served at our lunchtime salad bar. An area has been designated 
where the outdoors will become a wonderful learning experience for students. 
Using grade-level curriculum content, a variety of habitats and areas are being 
developed using raised beds, container gardens, hillsides, and flatlands. Each 
area will have a special focus and purpose in our garden. Our Girl Scouts broke 
ground on September 28 with the help of Boy Scout Troop and Pack 750. Our 
goal this year is to lay the foundational work for a curriculum focus of a living 
classroom next year.

The improvements keep happening with the support of our Dads Club. Under 
the direction of Fred Muir and Sonny Navarez, our dads have organized to 
repair and paint ball walls, replace nets and backboards, and weed and clean 
playground areas. We are in the process of building a gaga court! We are so 
thankful for the partnership we have with our community and all that results in 
and out of our classrooms to support our students.

Rated #1 Dance Studio 
in San Diego County

2808 Roosevelt St. • Carlsbad, CA 92008 
760-434-5182

www.CarlsbadDanceCentre.com

b x a ch

• Ballet
• Hip-Hop
• Jazz
• Tap
• Pointe
• Pre-School

• Pre-Ballet
• All Boy Classes
• Private zLessons
• Competition Team
• Classes Mon.-Sat.
• Ages 18mo. to Adult

The best thing about

... is making them.Memories

Making Memories Since 1985
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Aviara Oaks Middle School (6–8)
6880 Ambrosia Ln., Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6100 • www.aoms.schoolloop.com

Working Together
The new school year is off to a great start at Aviara Oaks 

Middle School. For the first time this year AOMS is offering the 
WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) program. This provides training 
for eighth-grade student leaders, and guidance and support to the 
sixth-grade students.

Counselor Corey Espeleta and teachers Stefan Edgerly, 
Whitney Hauck-Wood and Janet Peabody combined forces to 
train the eighth-grade leaders and also guide the sixth-grade 
orientation, which took place on the morning of August 25. 

Nearly 400 sixth-graders came to campus that morning to participate in the 
orientation and learn about their new school. This was a great day for all of 
the students and teachers involved, and it certainly gave the sixth-graders a 
jumpstart on the year.

Later that day, the eighth-grade leaders provided campus tours to the new 
seventh- and eighth-grade students. They also hosted a new student lunch on 
September 12 to reconnect with our new seventh and eighth-graders and make 
sure they got off to a good start.

As the year continues, WEB leaders will make periodic check-ins with their 
sixth-grade student groups, and will also provide individual support with 
organization. Upcoming activities will include “Lunch on the Lawn,” which 
gives our sixth-graders a chance to reconnect with their eighth-grade WEB 
leaders. Lunch on the Lawn will also include games and activities to help 
provide ongoing support and connectedness to our students.

Additionally, a WEB movie night is scheduled for December 5. Sixth-grade 
students will be invited to join our eighth-grade WEB leaders that night for a 
movie and games in the MPR.

The WEB program provides a proactive approach to school connectedness, 
and it is making a difference that we can see already on campus. We want 
to thank the PTSA for their ongoing funding of this program. Through their 
participation in the WEB program, our students and teachers are helping to 
model and reinforce our Falcon Four goals: be respectful, be responsible, be 
safe, and work together.

Bryan Brockett
Principal

Buena Vista Elementary (K–6)
1330 Buena Vista Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5400 • www.buenavista.schoolloop.com

Camp-Out a Great Success!
Thanks go to camp-out chairperson Patti Lopez and her 

team of PTA parents who organized a fabulous event for all 
who attended! Close to 200 people participated in our annual 
BV Campout this year. Participants ate burgers and hot dogs, 
played games, and watched a movie, all before snuggling up for 
a night of rest under the stars. Coffee, provided by Leslie Lauer 
and her volunteer team from a national hotel chain, awaited the 
adult campers in the morning, along with doughnuts, muffins 
and other yummy breakfast treats. Hats off to all of our tireless 

parent volunteers for their efforts building our BV community spirit!

Instructional Assistant Named Classified Employee of the Month
I am pleased to announce Amelia Montanez as the Classified Employee of the 

Month for September 2014. Ms. Montanez has worked for the Carlsbad Unified 
School District for 33 years as an instructional assistant and currently works 
at Buena Vista Elementary. She was nominated by Rosalie Fischer, teacher at 
Buena Vista Elementary.

“Amelia takes pride and ownership of her job, adapting curriculum, creating 
instructional materials, implementing behavior strategies, and incorporating 
positive reinforcement with students,” Mrs. Fischer said. “Ms. Montanez has 
a positive attitude and has developed extraordinary relationships with staff, 
teachers, parents and, most importantly, students.”

Congratulations, Ms. Montanez! Thanks for all you do!

Tina Howard
Principal

Calavera Hills Elementary (K–6)
4104 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-6300 • www.ches.schoolloop.com

Focusing On Technology, Character, and Fitness
At Calavera Hills Elementary School (CHE), students and staff 

focus on preparing for the world stage by developing technology 
skills, building character, and encouraging healthy fitness. This 
year, netbook carts were purchased for every grade level, so 
every class has access to the latest technology. Students are 
learning keyboarding skills, building literacy and numeracy, 
and reading non-fiction text to prepare for the new demands of 
the Common Core State Standards and the new technologically 
based assessment system.

In addition to working on digital skills, students are building their character 
skills. Coyotes are learning about being safe, showing understanding, being 
respectful and putting in their best efforts every day. Students demonstrating 
Safety, Understanding, Respect, and Effort (SURE) are rewarded with prizes at 
monthly award ceremonies.

Speaking of awards, students at CHE run to stay fit! We reward that positive 
lifestyle choice by keeping track of the number of miles that are run each week. 
Students earn tokens to keep track of their miles and are celebrated in front 
of the school. We have students who have already run 75 miles in the first two 
months of school!

CHE is the place to be!

Dr. Amy Bryant
Principal

Classified Employee of the Month Amelia Montanez and Rosey Fischer, who nominated her.
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Calavera Hills Middle School (6–8)
4104 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-6400 • www.calavera.schoolloop.com

SMART Start
Calavera Hills Middle School (CHMS) is off to a great start! 

We have added some great positive, programs to campus. One big 
change is starting our day in the Student Mentored via Advisory 
Room Teachers (SMART) way!

SMART encourages our students to start the day off right! 
The SMART program is a 20-minute advisory program at the 
beginning of the day that focuses on connectedness. Students 
begin their day teachers who will remain their teachers for all 
three years of middle school.

A typical week starts off with Positive Message Mondays, which highlight 
positive interactions, such as anti-bullying, positive peer pressure, and making 
a difference in your school and community.

On Tuesdays, we focus on our school goal of reading. Using 
close-reading techniques, students read and interact with 
grade-level-specific articles, which supplement subject-area 
classes. Each week a subject area in a grade level is responsible 
for providing an article to advisory room classes.

Wednesdays are utilized for organization and study skills, 
including a terrific cross-age tutoring and mentoring program, 
in which eighth-grade Where Everybody Belongs (WEB) 
students work with their sixth-grade buddies.

Two Thursdays each month, our entire school unites for 
Coyote Community assemblies, in which team building and 
student recognition take center stage.

Finally, Fridays are SMART. We focus on school community 
and communications with our weekly broadcast of CMSTV, our 
award-winning school broadcasting program. In addition to all 
of this, SMART is also a fun avenue for motivational, healthy 
class competitions, such as the pumpkin drop, intermural 
sports, community service and more! Students, staff and 
families agree: SMART is a great way to start the day at CHMS!

Michael Ecker
Principal

WEB Leaders ready for the new school year!

Calavera Middle School students start school in the SMART way!

Carlsbad High School (9–12)
3557 Lancer Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5100 • www.carlsbadhs.schoolloop.com

We Welcome Our New Principal
By the Lancer Express Editors and Dr. Porter, Principal

With the departure of Dr. Matthew Steitz, Carlsbad High 
School welcomed a new principal in October. Dr. Joshua 
Porter has been working in education for 10 years, with 
experience at the elementary, middle and high school levels. 
His accomplishments start with developing extensive programs 
designed to address critical issues in curriculum and technology 
innovations.

Recently, Dr. Porter had an amazing opportunity to conduct a 
case study on the impact of globalization on schools and universities in Costa 
Rica as partial fulfillment of his doctoral degree in educational leadership. 
Through this research, Dr. Porter learned how essential partnerships and 
community relationships are in building solid educational foundations. As the 
new principal, he feels it is an honor to be a part of this exemplary school with 
its strong traditions, supportive community and high-quality staff. Dr. Porter 
looks forward to meeting with the students and families of Carlsbad High 
School and becoming a Lancer.

Sports Keeps a Strong Front
Two seniors from the cross-country team, Natalie North-Cole and 

Nathan Williams, currently hold first place in the league. Now noting their 
achievements, the rest of the team, with extensive training, is motivated to 
surpass their CIF fourth-place standing from last year. Girls varsity tennis is 
excited for their teammate, Delaney Phanco, as she verbally commits to the 
University of Nevada. The team stands with a 3-0 record so far in the season. 
Meanwhile, boys varsity water polo looks to defend its CIF championship title 
after beginning the year with fresh faces in the starting positions. The team 
consists of all first-time varsity players with the exception of Conner Chanove. 
They currently are in the lead in their division and hope to bring in another CIF 
championship win.

There has been a new addition to the CHS campus: the Armory. The 
program, sponsored by the Boys and Girls Club of Carlsbad, aims to help 
students at Carlsbad High School participate in community service, offer after-
school tutoring programs, and unify the students by holding intramural sports. 
The Armory held its grand-opening event in October and has already sponsored 
a teachers-versus-students kickball game. Tutoring by college students on 
campus will be available on Tuesdays and Thursdays until 6 p.m.

Carlsbad started the year on a strong foot, and we look forward to another 
successful year.

Dr. Joshua Porter
Principal
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Carlsbad Village Academy and
1 Lancer Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5760 • www.cva.schoolloop.com

Positive Change
This year has seen a number of significant changes at 

both of our schools. These changes have brought much positive 
energy and excitement to our student body. For instance, Seaside 
Academy moved its classrooms to the campus of Sage Creek High 
School. This has allowed the teachers to utilize the new state-of-
the-art classrooms on the Sage Creek campus. Our parents and 
students have been impressed with the facilities.

Seaside Academy has a full-time student body of 47 students 
and 45 students taking two classes. The open schedule that is 

utilized at Seaside gives students an opportunity to pursue other interests and 
hobbies. We have students who compete in high-level athletics and perform 
professionally in dance. There are also a number of students who are working 
on their associate degree while still in high school. The students never cease to 
impress the staff!

Carlsbad Village Academy has also seen its share of change. Two new 
teachers have been added to the staff. Marianne Tan is the new English 
language arts teacher. She brings a wealth of ideas and expertise to our 
students. Currently she is working with her classes to get them to see the 
elements of literature in books like Nightwing, The Catcher in the Rye, and The 
Great Gatsby.

The other new teacher is Matthew Evans. He is a Google Certified Trainer 
and Leading Edge Certified instructor. This expertise has given the CVA 
students an opportunity to learn the Google Apps suite.

It is true that the only constant in life is change. But when it comes to 
Carlsbad Village Academy and Seaside Academy, these changes have been 
positive. The school year is starting off on a positive note at both schools.

Hope Elementary (K–6)
3010 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5900 • www.hope.schoolloop.com

Welcome Home!
Our Hope Elementary School Hawk 

community is excited to introduce Heather 
Goetz as the newest member of our fourth-
grade team. Mrs. Goetz has been blessed 
to work in education for over 20 years. Her 
goal with her students is to create a love 
and passion for learning! Her experience 
includes working with children from six to 
18 years old. Mrs. Goetz began her teaching 
career as a middle school math teacher, 

followed by two years in Special Education at both the 
elementary and high school levels. She has spent the last 
13 years teaching in the Carlsbad Unified School District 
at the elementary level.

This is not Mrs. Goetz’s first year at Hope. Her first job 
in the district was right here. Although she feels blessed to 
have worked with so many great people along the way, she 
couldn’t be happier to return to her “old home” at Hope.

In her off time, Mrs. Goetz enjoys spending time with 
her husband, a fire engineer for the Oceanside Fire 
Department, and her two children. Her son attends Hope, 
and her daughter attends Vista Magnet Middle School. As 
a family they enjoy camping, hiking, traveling, playing 
board games, outdoor fun and spending quality time with 
family and friends. Both children keep the family busy in 
the evening and on weekends with their soccer, baseball, 
softball, and extracurricular activities. However, when 
given a little extra time, Mrs. Goetz loves to sit down 
and enjoy a good book or challenge herself to a game of 
Sudoku. She loves a good challenge!

Mrs. Goetz is having a great time and is looking forward to many more great 
years here at Hope. Go, Hawks!

Richard Tubbs
Principal

Mrs. Goetz loves being with her Hope Hawks.

Jorge Espinoza
Principal

Carlsbad Seaside Academy
760/331-5199 • www.carlsbadusd.k12.ca.us/alternative.com
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Jefferson Elementary (K–5)
3743 Jefferson St., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5500 • www.jefferson.schoolloop.com

Serving the Littlest Ones
This year, Jefferson Elementary added transitional 

kindergarten to the number of grades at the school, now ranging 
from transitional kindergarten (TK) to fifth grade.

TK is a relatively new concept meant for students who no 
longer meet new age requirements for kindergarten. Over the 
last four years, the age to enter has been moved forward a 
month each year. During this process, TK was born, and it has 
developed into a bridge between preschool and kindergarten. It 
is a wonderful opportunity to prepare students for the rigorous 

academics ahead and give them valuable playtime. By playtime, I am not simply 
referring to taking out toys and playing but instead engaging in activities that 
teach many of our social boundaries and norms.

Our classroom here is set up with stations meant to engage senses and 
provide opportunities for students to learn how to be in school. Students come 
from all walks of life; some have siblings, while others are only children. The 
norm at home may be vastly different from that of school. Learning how to 
share, waiting in line, following directions and many more skills that will serve 
them well throughout their academic career as well as later in life are being 
taught here.

Exhausting Work Leads to Terrific Results!
TK gives us an opportunity to allow students to be in the school 

environment, provide age-appropriate academics, and balance them with social 
interaction. With the first year of anything, it is difficult to have a point of 
reference on how students are progressing. In the case of TK, we have already 
seen a good deal of growth. Day one is filled with tears, excitement, and a sense 
of both wonder and being lost. Some students were used to preschool, while 
others were not. Now, they were all in the same room with new expectations. 
The term herding cats comes to mind.

After one week, we had a very exhausted teacher who was learning to 
be a TK teacher along with her students. After seven weeks of school, when 
this article was written, students understood the process better and are now 
working well with one another. They have matured, and in addition, they are 
able to follow lessons and are already reading and writing at a rudimentary 
level.

TK has a focus that differs from kindergarten. It is based on the social/
emotional needs of the students. They work on conflict resolution and fine-
motor skills, which will help them to better focus in the future. As a result of all 
this, these students will enter kindergarten emotionally ready and academically 
prepared.

Chad Lund
Principal

Working with 5th grade buddies.

Recess activity.

Art class.
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Magnolia Elementary (K–6)
1905 Magnolia Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5600 • www.mes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

I Want My MagTV!
We have an exciting new after-school program at Magnolia 

Elementary! MagTV is comprised of fourth- and fifth-grade 
students who meet weekly to plan and prepare a TV show that 
will air in every classroom. Each episode will highlight the 
various events and programs at our school. It will cover teacher 
features, calendar items and more!

This year’s members include Cate Maynard, Toby Harris, 
Adam Marquardt, Sophia Carlin, Haley Large, Daisy Liotine, 
Jasmina Pesakovic, Dominic Anderson, Ian Stockes, Carter 

Peterson-Meyer, and Auburn. With the help of Principal Hines and parent 
volunteers, these great students actively brainstorm ideas for each episode and 
put together the segments.

The children are not only learning what it takes to put together a TV 
program, from writing scripts to shooting and editing film, they are also honing 
their writing and communication skills. Most importantly, MagTV is fun!

To be sure, MagTV is one more opportunity for our students to participate in 
a quality journalism program that can help solidify their skills before they move 
on to middle school and high school. There they can take additional courses 
– and continue to receive national recognition for the caliber and talent of the 
overall programming here at Carlsbad Unified!

Jimmy Hines
Principal

Kelly Elementary (K–5)
4885 Kelly Dr., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5800 • www.kelly.schoolloop.com

It Just Feels Good Here
Individual commitment to a group effort—that is what makes 

a team work, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.  
      — Vince Lombardi

Often, when visitors arrive at Kelly School for the first time, 
they state, “It just feels good here.” What greater compliment can 
an organization charged with caring for our greatest treasures, the 
children, receive than a statement like that? It just feels good here.

However, it is not good enough to just smile and thank the 
person for a comment such as this. We need to reflect and analyze 

what practices cause this sense of well-being and joy so that we can continue in 
the positive practices that contribute to this valued statement.

There is a reason for most of us to be 
familiar with Maslow’s Hierarchy of Human 
Need. It’s because each level of the pyramid 
must be in place before we can reach the 
pinnacle of fulfillment and progress. Too 
often, we expect the highest levels of progress 
for our students and ourselves without 
stopping to ensure that all of the steps toward 
reaching the highest mark are in place. The 

foundational bases of all good things happening for children are physiological 
needs and a sense of feeling safe being in place.

The Carlsbad Unified School District has several “silent partners” in 
ensuring that our schools are clean, well-maintained and welcoming 
environments for our children, staff and families. These are the crews that 
show up in the early hours of the morning to make sure the campus looks nicely 
groomed. Every Tuesday morning, our cheerful grounds crew arrives with 
trucks and machinery in tow to spruce up the mature fields, trees, greenbelts 
and gardens that we enjoy. They work around drop-off and pickup times, 
recess, lunch and instructional minutes to avoid interrupting the students’ day 
as much as possible. And yet they maintain cheerful and helpful attitudes with 
smiles and positive greetings as they go about their work.

Our administrative assistant, Barb Swearingen, reported that just the other 
day we had our lead custodian out, a substitute teacher in a classroom and a 
light fixture that simply opened up, causing concern for the children and the 
substitute teacher. The grounds crew happened to be on campus at the time, 
and a simple request for securing the situation and ensuring that there was no 

Tressie Armstrong
Principal

concern for the children in the classroom led 
one of the grounds crew to insist on fixing the 
problem. For the person solving the situation, 
he would say it was as simple as closing the 
cover of the light. But this is not a simple 
thing for us. It’s an example of kindness that 
epitomizes what Carlsbad employees are all 
about: taking care of our children.

Whether the grounds crew is mowing 
around the fields, fixing broken sprinklers, 
assisting volunteer parents with setting up 
incredible school gardens, or trimming our 
valued mulberry tree for the spring activity 
of growing silkworms, it is this “silent team” 
of hard workers’ commitment to the group 
effort that contributes mightily to the bottom 
levels of the pyramid, and this is a large part 
of what leads our new visitors to our school to 
say “It just feels good here.”
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Pacific Rim Elementary (K–5)
1100 Camino De Las Ondas, Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6200 • www.pacificrim.schoolloop.com

Expanding Our Cultural Appreciation
This past July, Pacific Rim Elementary School hosted 23 

students from Beijing, China. The students ranged from the 
fourth through sixth grades, and were accompanied by their 
school teachers and administrators.

Pacific Rim host families volunteered to house these students 
during their one-week visit. The Chinese students experienced 
a typical day at Pacific Rim, with a block of PE, art, music and 
drama. At night, the students and their host families enjoyed pool 
parties, visits to the beach, and barbecues. During the rest of the 

week the students enjoyed sightseeing throughout Southern California.

Robert Devich
Principal

Students from China with Principal Devich.

The Devich family is welcomed to school in China.

Students Experience a typical school day.

In return, for one week in September my family and I had the pleasure of 
visiting China. I was able to visit two public schools, interact with the students 
and their teachers, and learn about teaching practices, philosophies, funding 
sources and professional training. My wife, a fifth-grade teacher at Poinsettia 
Elementary, was also asked to teach a block of English at the schools we visited.

For the last five years the Chinese students in grades one through five have 
been taking English language classes as a part of their required curriculum. My 
children were integrated into their classrooms during our visit and experienced 
the subject areas of language arts, math, art, music and PE.

We are planning to have 10 to 20 Pacific Rim families visit China during 
our next summer vacation in 2015. These families will have the opportunity to 
experience the culture of China and attend multiple days at various schools. We 
look forward to hearing about their experiences when they return to school in 
the fall of next year.
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Sage Creek High School
3900 Cannon Rd., Carlsbad, CA 92010 •  760/331-6600 • www.sagecreekhs.carlsbadusd.net

The Bobcat Experience
The question is often asked, “What is Sage Creek High School 

all about?” The answer boils down to a simple descriptor: it is 
an interconnected learning community focused on preparing 
students for success in college and career.

As noted in Sage Creek High School’s mission, it is the school’s 
absolute ambition to “prepare students to thrive in an ever-
changing world.” To this end, a key initiative that the Bobcat 
teacher team is focusing on this academic year is collaboration as 
it relates to curriculum, instruction and assessment.

Collaboration is defined at Sage Creek as an environment where two key 
variables coexist in balance; where colleagues foster high levels of trust and 
can express themselves openly about their ideas, thoughts and suggestions; 
and where there are clearly defined goals and objectives that the colleagues and 
teams are seeking to accomplish.

In just the first two months of this academic year our teachers have come 
together in a variety of important professional growth activities. They are 
aimed at moving the Bobcat organization forward in their initiative to bring 
coherence to curriculum, instruction and assessments.

Our teachers have been using the “Late Start Wednesdays” to work with 
alike subjects to help refine the scope and sequence of their curriculum. They 
have also attended professional workshops on designing common assessments 
using Illuminate (a student information system for assessments); dedicated 
lab time to learn how to effectively implement the Google Apps for Education 
collaboration tools; and have spent at least two hours in other teachers’ 
classrooms seeking to learn new instructional practices to incorporate into 
their own learning environments.

From all accounts, the Sage Creek teacher team is dedicated to offering 
an academic experience that can prepare our students to thrive in their 
postsecondary aspirations. Go Bobcats!

Cesar Morales
Principal

Engaged Sage Creek teachers learn how to use 
the online assessment software, Illuminate.

Poinsettia Elementary (K–5)
2445 Mica Rd., Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6500 • www.pes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

Success in the 21st Century
Poinsettia Elementary School is preparing all students for 

college readiness and success in a global society. 
Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) has been 

a widely used program for middle and high schools. Poinsettia is 
becoming an AVID-certified elementary school. In the elementary 
setting, AVID is for all students.

Poinsettia fourth- and fifth-grade teachers attended three 
days of training each summer. They work closely together to help 
students become more prepared for college and career. Poinsettia 

added another acronym to help define the AVID program: Acceleration Via 
Inquiry and Determination. Fourth- and fifth-grade students in all classes are 
using similar organizational tools, planners, notebooks, dividers, and journals. 
The organizational tools have not only been provided for each student, but 
they are an integral part of the instruction. Students are learning to take 
more responsibility for their learning and their organization. Each classroom 
nominates an AVID student of the week, and these students are recognized on 
the live Paws on News broadcast on Friday.

University Tuesday 
is an exciting day for 
students to show off their 
university wear. The 
teachers have created 
college corners in their 
classrooms. Each of the 
classrooms has been 
named after a college 
or university. Students 
are writing letters to 
colleges asking for other 
college mementos and 
researching universities 
to find out more 
information on what 
campus life is like and 
how much it costs to 
attend school.

We are proud to be 
preparing our students 
for the 21st century. 

Marjorie Giordani
Principal

Poinsettia 4th Grade student displays his organization.

Students participate in peer editing using Chromebooks.
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Valley Middle School (6–8)
1645 Magnolia Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5300 • www.vms.schoolloop.com

Lending a Helping Hand
It’s hard to believe that we are already into the middle of 

November. Many great programs have helped Valley Middle 
School get off to a great beginning to the school year. Our Where 
Everyone Belongs (WEB) program saw about 40 eighth-graders 
help transition nearly 350 sixth-graders to their new school. 
The transition from elementary to middle school is a huge step, 
and our WEB leaders did an outstanding job of helping with the 
transition.

We also have a group of students on campus called Viking 
Friends. Over 50 students have volunteered to work with special needs 
students during class time. Viking Friends come in to play games with our 
students, helping to teach appropriate social skills and to establish positive 

Tom Bloomquist
Principal

Students enjoying Mrs. Kuntz’ Viking Friends time.

WEB leaders get ready for a brunch activity.

social relationships with peers. They 
also help our students shop in the 
classroom store. Our students learn 
about money to help with independent 
life skills, focusing on different 
denominations, how to count their 
money and how to make purchases. 
In addition to helping out in the 
classroom, they also help out with the 
Special Olympics program.

Finally, a big shout out to some 
former Valley Vikings who are coming 
back to campus to help out with after 
school tutoring. We have two ninth-
graders helping out in Advancement 
Via Individual Determination (AVID) 
and three seniors helping in our math 
tutoring center. It is such a benefit 
for our current students to see their 
willingness and ability to help others.

First and foremost, our graduates are prepared for success.
Students attending our schools confidently move to life 

beyond high school knowing they have the requisite skills and 
knowledge. They are passionate about learning and their own 
personal growth. CUSD graduates are able to thrive in a high-
tech environment. They start here and end up there.

The second pillar of the CUSD vision is that our students are 
engaged, self-directed learners.

CUSD students are exposed to different learning 
environments and pathways. They aspire to expand their talents well beyond 
their comfort zone to achieve academic excellence. They are good thinkers, 
communicators, and problem solvers.

Third our staff members demonstrate an uncompromising commitment to 
student growth.

Employees in the Carlsbad Unified School District are leading scholars 
and experts in their field. They enthusiastically share their experience and 
knowledge. Everyone who works here brings innovative ideas to their craft.

Finally, our community and its traditions are deeply connected with our 
schools.

Parents and community members partner with teachers to provide 
unique educational opportunities. Students value the traditions that built 
our community; local businesses, the lagoons, preserves, and beaches are an 
integral part of our identity.

Graduate Profile
This fall the Board adopted a graduate profile which describes the attributes 

that Carlsbad Unified graduates are expected to attain:
Critical Thinker: Graduates are inquisitive. They notice; they wonder; they 

figure things out.
Effective Communicator and Collaborator: Graduates convey their 

thoughts and responses clearly. They interact productively to achieve common 
goals.

Self-directed Individual: Graduates accept responsibility for their 
learning. They recognize their strengths and work to their full potential.

Ethical & Responsible Citizen: Graduates display integrity and civic 
mindedness. They honor their commitments.

Lifelong Learner: Graduates have the passion and vigor for learning that 
will fuel through new opportunities and challenges.

College and Career Ready Scholar: Graduates navigate pathways that 
connect education and employment to a fulfilling, financially secure life.

Now that we have a map I look forward to keeping you posted as we reach 
our milestones.

Dr. Suzette Lovely

Superintendent • From Page 1

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Lacrosse—Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put CRL: in the subject line)

Rules!!!

Entries must be received by December 15, 2014
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

ATTACK

CLEATS

COACH

CREASE

DEFENSE

FIELD

GOAL KEEPER

HEAD

HELMETS 

MIDDIES

MOUTH GUARD

NET

PLAYERS

RULES

SCORE

SHAFT

SIDE LINES

STICK

TEAMS

UNIFORMS

Word Search by Kai Coop

Note-ables

Love Bug
Are you a Beluga Grad?
If Raffi was part of your childhood, you are. You dug into the 

meaning of “Baby Beluga” and had a great time singing “Down by 
the Bay.” And if you’re not one, here’s your chance to get a midlife 
diploma and mentor the children in your life.

Raffi Cavoukian, known by his first name, is bridging the 
near generation gap he created by not issuing a children’s CD in 
the last 12 years. Love Bug honors children and the world they 
live in; the collection is an extension of Raffi’s social-change 

movement, Child Honoring, as well as his desire to create environmental 
awareness and action as a team of humans. Worldly wise and socially and 
environmentally conscious, Love Bug pays lip service to causes only through 
what comes out between Raffi’s own lips.

All songs are meaningful and tuneful; they’re instructive for children and 
therapeutic for adults. “Mama Loves It” sings about teamwork beginning in the 
home. The instrumental “Pete’s Banjo” honors Pete Seeger, one of Raffi’s social 
inspirations. “Seeing the Heart,” like a Zen parable, is interpretable through 
intuition only, and “Water in the Well”—well, surely a teachable moment for our 
drought-parched state.

And “Turn This World Around” brings it all together. Raffi’s music is gentle 
and at the same time serious about the planet, both in leaving it for children 
and for children doing their part to preserve it. They, too, will be adults 
someday.

Discover Raffi’s Child Honoring philosophy at www.raffinews.com/.

Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

Kate Karp

Parent To Parent

Avoid Holiday Stress
Make plans now if you’ll be traveling for the holidays. If flying, 

mail your gifts early; shop online and have them shipped directly 
to the recipients or perhaps complete small gift buying once 
you reach your destination. If online shopping is preferred, be 
sure to read the fine print before making final decisions as many 
include handling fees. Additionally, be sure to check out other 
important terms like their return policy. Try to come up with a 
reasonable budget and stick to it. Look for in-house specials at 
various stores and check to see if online coupons and specific 
deals can also be used during sale dates at the physical storefront. 

Save time by organizing a gift list by colors, sizes, manufacturer names and 
even the names of stores. Avoid last minute shopping as it can lead to poorly 
thought out purchases that neither you nor the recipient will appreciate. 

Keep and file every receipt since we never know what will happen once a 
product is in the hands of a child. 

Mail your holiday cards early to ensure they arrive before the holiday, 
rather than after. Get the kids to help address envelopes and put on stamps. 
Depending on how many you are mailing, it might be best to do this in steps so 
the kids will view it as a kind of holiday game instead of a chore. 

Always plan your dinner ahead of time by going to the store with either 
the recipe or a list of the exact items needed for each dish. If it’s one that 
uses heavy cream or other fat-laden ingredients, scan a conversion chart for 
healthier substitutes or check the internet to find more information. 

Doing a little each day will help alleviate stress for yourself and your family.

Jodie Lynn is an award winning, internationally syndicated family/health and education 
columnist and best selling author. Her column Parent to Parent™ (www.ParentToParent.com) 
has been successful for more than 15 years. She is a regular contributor to several sites and has 
written four books and contributed to three others, one of which was featured on the Oprah 
Winfrey Show. She has authored several books including Mom CEO (Chief Everything Officer), 
Having Doing, and Surviving it All! and Syndication Secret—What No One Will Tell You! 
Check www.ParentToParent.com for details on new radio talk show, Inside Parenting Success.

Jodie Lynn
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