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real Science for real KidsSUperIntenDent
magnolia elementary 
School: one of 
CUSD’s learning 
Headquarters

If the CUSD 
community wants to 
see what excellent 
classroom instruction 
looks like with 

the arrival of the Common Core 
Standards, they need look no further 
than the classrooms at Magnolia 
Elementary School. Teachers Dawn 
Kramer and Kimberly Fuentes 
were two of CUSD’s Learning 
Headquarters pioneers, and they 
are adept at using these teaching 
techniques to guide students through 
the writing process.

Ms. Kramer uses Learning 
Headquarters strategies to teach her 
first graders how to write a simple 
essay. (Learning Headquarters is 
the districtwide writing program 
adopted by CUSD to give consistency 
and coherence to instruction in 
writing.) Ms. Kramer walks her 
students through a process that 

Dr. Suzette lovely

rare King Salmon at magnolia Science Day
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By Dr. Suzette Lovely, Superintendent
Semi-conductors. Genomes. 

Waves. Ecosystems. These words 
are part of the workplace and dinner 
table conversations in Carlsbad. 
Carlsbad is a community of scientists 
and engineers, as well as business 
professionals and athletes. So CUSD 
students need to be exposed to the 
worlds of Science and Engineering at 
an early age.

Even kindergarten students 
demonstrate a curiosity about how 
the world works. By providing 
students with engaging hands-on 
opportunities to experience scientific 
practices, CUSD can continue to 
foster their curiosity and creativity.

With the support of CUSD’s PTAs, 
the elementary schools’ Science 
Fairs, Science Days, and Family 
Science Nights expose students 
to a wide spectrum of ineractive 
science experiences and the 
chance to interact with parents and 
community members in science-
related professions. Buena Vista 
youngsters, for example, got to view 
the inner workings of their ears and 
practice beating an “eardrum” to See Superintendent • Page 11

See MiraCoSta College • Page 11
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learn about their hearing. Magnolia students dissected sheep hearts and viewed 
a rare King Salmon brought up from a depth of 3,000 feet by Scripps scientists. 
Kelly students viewed Lego robotics in action, flew model planes, and were 
introduced to semi-conductors and DNA.

By the fourth and fifth grades, students participate in science labs every 
other week, thanks to generous contributions from our community through the 
Carlsbad Educational Foundation (CEF).

Students transfer to Universities of Choice
One of the greatest strengths of MiraCosta College is that 

it has one of the highest transfer rates for community colleges 
in the region. But not only are MiraCosta College graduates 
accepted into an array of prestigious four-year universities and 
colleges, they are succeeding there, too, as MiraCosta College 
faculty continue to do an exceptional job preparing students for 
the academic rigors they will face at the university level.

“MiraCosta College is dedicated to transfer students,” said 
Dr. Lise Flocken, faculty director of the Transfer Center. “And 
because of the strong foundation students receive from the 
dedicated MiraCosta faculty, our students are exceptional 
transfer candidates.”

MiraCosta College graduates Shirin Marashi and Hamed Hajiha 
agree. The two are excelling at San Diego State University’s highly competitive 
business program, where Hamed is earning a master’s degree in accounting. He 
already has secured a job as an auditor with PricewaterhouseCoopers in San 
Diego once he graduates in May. 

“MiraCosta College is the best,” Hajiha said. “The first accounting class I took 
at San Diego State, I could tell I was ready right away. The preparation I had 

received from MiraCosta College was much better than the preparation other 
students in my class had.”

Jaime Figueroa, who transferred from MiraCosta College to UC Berkeley, 
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in political science, also shares that 
sentiment. He plans to attend law school soon.

“MiraCosta College became my bridge to the rest of the world,” Figueroa 
said. “I am very grateful for my degree from the University of California, 
Berkeley, but I am more than certain that no single academic accolade or 
professional title will ever surpass the emotional sentiment that resides within 
me whenever I have the opportunity to proclaim the fact that I am a proud 
MiraCosta alum.”

Shirin, Hamed and Jaime are hardly alone. Each year, thousands of 
MiraCosta College students transfer to a California State University campus 
or take advantage of   MiraCosta College’s Transfer Admission Guarantee 
Program. Through this program, students who meet the requirements are 
guaranteed acceptance to University of California (UC) campuses in Irvine, 
Riverside, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, Davis and Merced. Students also can gain 
guaranteed access to UCSD through the separate, but similar, ULink Program.

Francisco C.
rodriguez, ph.D.
Superintendent/ 

President
MiraCosta College
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This is our 10th anniversary 
publishing the excellence from the 
Carlsbad Unified School District. 
There have been many changes in 
the classroom during these years.  
We appreciate your loyal readership. 
If you know someone who would 
like to receive a digital copy of each 
issue, please have them sign up on 
our web site and we’ll email their 
copy the day the issue go to print. 

Have a wonderful summer. Our 
next issue is November—just in time 
for the holidays!

Congratulations to the Class of 
2014! 

Home
Room

562/493-3193

kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher

760•634•6886

Summer Sessions Start
June 30th though August 8th

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT IF PAID BY MAY 31st

Encinitas Learning Center & Academy 
543 Encinitas Blvd. #100
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City of Carlsbad
1200 Carlsbad Village Dr., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/434-2830 • www.carlsbad.gov

City Summer programs Family Fun
With the school year wrapping up, the City of Carlsbad is 

getting ready with fun new programs and old favorites that help 
ensure local kids have opportunities to learn, make new friends 
and have fun all summer long.

New this year, we are offering camps at the city’s recently 
opened Alga Norte Community Park. Adventure laser tag, flag 
football, skateboarding, junior lifeguards and aquatic sports 
camps join our usual line up of summer camps. It’s hard to 
choose, but the good news is whether your kids are into cooking, 
art, sports or music, we’ve got you covered. Have a budding 
engineer underfoot? Try Engineering FUNdamentals Using 

LEGO or even Jedi Master Engineering Using LEGO. Monster Mash Mania 
and Mysteries of Magic camps will transport your kids to new and fun fantasy 
worlds, while the popular Squiggles and Giggles art camp returns to Leo 
Carrillo Ranch Historic Park. Looking for adventure? Try Survivalist Camp or 
the always packed Outdoor Adventure Experience.

Summer camps are also a great way for kids to try a new sport. This summer 
we’re offering soccer, golf, tennis, basketball, gymnastics and multi-sport 
camps, in addition to skateboarding, swimming and flag football.

This year, our family is trying dodgeball and filmmaking camps for the 
first time, in addition to our standby favorites -- science and LEGO camps. For 
parents looking for full day camps, sign up early for our Kidz and Explorer 
camps for ages 6 to 13. These traditional camps fill up fast, as do our half-day 
Pee Wee camps for ages 3 to 5.

The opening of the Alga Norte Aquatic Center means we have more 
swimming lessons available than ever before, including group and private 
lessons, for kids as young as 6 months. Kids love our warm water instructional 
pool, and parents love relaxing poolside, with free wifi! For more advanced 

swimmers, we offer pre-competition classes to get ready for swim team too. 
Looking to spice up your own fitness routine? Try deep water boot camp or 
aqua-fit, both new programs offered at Alga Norte.

Sign up for all city camps and classes through our new online registration 
system at www.carlsbadconnect.org. If it’s your first time, create an account 
with your email address and password of your choosing (no more “family ID 
and PIN” to remember. Yay!).

Speaking of Alga Norte, we are debuting three new events this summer. 
Check out all the aquatic center has to offer at Splash Into Summer June 7, 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Drop off kids 8 and older for Splash Bash: Parents Night Out, 
June 28, July 19, Aug. 2 and Aug. 16, from 7 to 9 p.m.  And, enjoy movies under 
the stars with the Float n’ Flick Movie series kicking off July 12 and running 
throughout the summer on Saturday nights.

Back on dry land, if your family is planning to attend TGIF Concerts in the 
Parks this summer, be sure to check out the city’s Art At TGIF, a free program 
offered during select concerts. Participants are greeted by professional artist 
educators, and many talented volunteers guide young concert goers in a 
planned hands-on art making activity. Come join in the fun and music, and 
another great family arts program.

Summer reading programs foster a lifelong love of reading and help kids 
keep up their reading skills over the summer break. “Paws to read” is the theme 
of this year’s annual Summer Reading Program taking place at all three city 
libraries from June 23 to Aug. 8. Adults can join in the fun, too, since the free 
program offers entertainment and reading incentives for all ages.

Have teens at home? Carlsbad City Library invites students going into 7th 
through 12th grades to show off their skills in the library’s annual Teen Talent 
Shows. On July 10, the library will host its singing competition, followed by 
a dancing competition on July 24 and concluding on Aug. 7 with a creative 
competition for skits, instrumental music acts and talents other than singing 
and dancing.

Looking forward to seeing everyone around the city this summer, enjoying 
our programs, meeting new friends and taking advantage of this great place we 
call home.

To find out more about all these great activities, visit www.carlsbadca.gov.

Kristina ray
Communications 

Manager
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Aviara Oaks Middle School (6–8)
6880 Ambrosia Ln., Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6100 • www.aoms.schoolloop.com

passionate, Caring and Dynamic
Aviara Oaks Middle School is honored to announce its Teacher 

of the Year for 2013–2014: Mrs. Ashley Koopsen-Crawford. 
Mrs. Crawford has been both a student and teacher in the 
Carlsbad Unified School District. She has attended Carlsbad 
Unified schools from the first through twelfth grades at Hope 
Elementary, Aviara Oaks Middle School, and Carlsbad High 
School.

Some of her current colleagues were even her middle school 
teachers. Mrs. Crawford also did part of her student teaching at 

Aviara Oaks Middle School. She was hired here, and has been at AOMS for the 
past four years.

This year Mrs. Crawford has been teaching eighth-grade language arts and 
science. In addition to these classes, she also previously taught sixth-grade 
science, sixth-grade social studies, and seventh-grade science. She is excited 
to be graduating in May with her Master’s in Education from CSUSM with an 
emphasis in science, math and technology.

Mrs. Crawford has exemplary teaching skills. She is a versatile teacher who 
uses a variety of innovative instructional strategies to engage, challenge and 
support her students to get them ready for college and career. Mrs. Crawford 
holds each student to high academic standards, while also reaching out to each 
child on an emotional level. Students in her class feel supported at all times, 
and are receptive to the innovative curriculum she offers.

a team player
Mrs. Crawford’s lessons are detail-oriented, structured, and clearly 

demonstrate an incorporation of the most recent research in education. The 
large amount of technology that she brings into her classroom ensures that her 
students are not only engaged but will be ready for the careers of the future.

Mrs. Crawford is at the forefront of infusing technology with instruction. She 
is also the technology coordinator at AOMS who keeps the various technologies 
up to date and inventoried. She provides meaningful staff development to our 
teachers on how to use the different technologies with each of the different 
subject areas.

Over the summer she became Google Certified so that she would be well-
versed in using our new class sets of Chromebooks in the various subject areas. 
She also oversees the Technology Club for students after school on her own 
time.

Mrs. Crawford is a team player who is always willing to collaborate and 
work with her colleagues to help make improvements wherever needed. She is 
described by her colleagues as always willing to help others. She is an efficient, 
detail-oriented, effective communicator. She is innovative and creative, with a 
positive and caring spirit that spreads throughout each class. Mrs. Crawford is 
a dedicated professional who has a cooperative spirit, professional attitude, and 
a caring and pleasant disposition.

A passionate and dynamic teacher, Mrs. Crawford is truly making a difference 
in the world one child at a time. AOMS is lucky to have her on our team.

megan arias
Principal

Aviara Oaks Elementary (K–5)
6900 Ambrosia Way, Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6000 • www.aoes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

Celebrating the performing arts
Here at Aviara Oaks Elementary School (AOD), a balanced 

core curriculum includes instruction and opportunities in 
the visual and performing arts. Weekly music classes for 
kindergarten through fifth grade, programs and assemblies 
which bring content and literature to life, and our annual musical 
production are all examples of our community support and 
priority for the arts.

AOE presented another successful musical production, 
“Aladdin, Jr.” With a cast and crew of over 75 elementary students 

in third through fifth grades, and under the direction of music teacher Vanessa 
Gerads, the show transported the audience to the land of sultans, genies, and 
magic lamps. Rehearsing since December, students showcased the songs we 
have grown to love on a stage rich with color and imagination. We congratulate 
all of our students, staff, and parent volunteers on a wonderful production!

And speaking 
of music, Mrs. 
Gerads continues 
to provide students 
with opportunities 
to explore 
music through 
instruments, song, 
and movement. 
Fifth-grade 
students worked 
with African drums 
and percussion 
instruments to 
learn about beat, 
rhythm, and tempo. 
Students created 
multi-leveled beats and rhythms, layering a new beat with 
the addition of each new instrument. The result was an 
original musical creation reflecting their knowledge of 
music standards in composing, arranging, and improvising. 
Fourth-graders utilized recorders in the same manner. A 
huge thank you to the Carlsbad Education Foundation for 
the support and funding of music in all schools.

A highlight of fifth grade each year is the colonial 
simulation Walk Through the Revolution. As a culminating 
activity for our fifth-grade study of the colonies, students 
assumed roles of historical figures of the Revolutionary War 
and brought them to life through this interactive simulation. 
Students shared their knowledge of the causes and events 
which led to the Revolutionary War and, ultimately, to our 
independence as a nation.

leslie Harden
Principal

Students enjoy their unit on african drums 
in weekly music classes.

Student actors take a bow after bringing literature to life.

Is that thomas payne making an appearance at aoe?

Bringing children’s 
literature to life is the 
subject of one of our 
favorite assemblies, 
“Literature Comes to 
Life.” Students become 
the characters of great 
stories in children’s 
literature, acting out 
the messages and plots 
through dramatic 
representations in front 
of their peers.

We love to see our 
students shine through 
the performing arts!
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Buena Vista Elementary (K–6)
1330 Buena Vista Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5400 • www.buenavista.schoolloop.com

penmanship and the Keyboard work together
Buena Vista teachers agree that good handwriting leads 

to good educational outcomes, and that penmanship and 
keyboarding work together to create an engaged, balanced and 
successful learning environment.

Good penmanship promotes an organized approach to 
communication, maximizes critical thinking times, and boosts 
creativity. During a spring of 2013 staff meeting, our teachers 
arrived at school-wide agreements that were in line with the 
recently adopted Common Core State Standards for each grade 

level. A school-wide penmanship focus for the 2013–2014 school year was 
created, which led to our first “Great Handwriting Challenge.”

The way we addressed the art of penmanship was through quality 
instruction in correct handwriting, along with practice, pangrams, and prizes. 
Daily instruction and emphasis was employed throughout the school, and the 
later “Handwriting Challenge” engaged and motivated our learners to do their 
best written work.

But as our teachers worked with the students on their grade-level standards 
during the first semester, some gaps in progress were noticed. A few students 
in each grade level needed assistance with changing the bad habits they had 
already formed. Our site occupational therapist, Shannon O’Brien, offered to 
hold intervention groups with identified students. Shannon met weekly with 
these groups in their classrooms to assist them with the correct formation of 
letters. Great progress was made.

Then, as National Handwriting Day approached, Shannon and the teachers 
added The Great Handwriting Challenge to our school-wide penmanship plan. 
In the weeks leading up to the contest, Mrs. O’Brien and the staff provided 
practice opportunities to the students in the weekly homework assignments, 
along with penmanship samples for their families to reference at home. The 
contest was publicized in our weekly flyer, on our marquee, and at our Web site.

On the day of the Handwriting Challenge, students in each K–5 class wrote 
their contest submissions through pangrams using grade-appropriate paper. 
Pangrams are sentences that incorporate every letter of the alphabet, and 
thus require participants to form all 26 letters. Examples of pangrams include 
sentences like, “Amazingly few discotheques provide jukeboxes,” and, “My girl 
wove six dozen plaid jackets before she quit.” Student pangram samples were 
submitted to the judges by grade level. Samples were judged using grade-level 
curriculum examples for correct letter formation, spacing and line usage.

Staff members judged the student work, while student representatives from 
each class judged the staff’s submissions. Finally, the winners in each grade 
and category were determined.

Oversized “Pens of Honor” were awarded to each winner during classroom 
award ceremonies. These oversized pens, with pictures of Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles and Disney Princesses, were given to the student winners as 
the site administrators declared: “You have earned the honor of being your 
grade-level’s Penmanship Prince (or Princess), and this Pen of Honor is hereby 
bestowed upon you for outstanding performance in The Great Handwriting 
Challenge!”

The female staff member who won the cursive 
challenge wore a “Royal Cursive Crown” as she 
walked the campus for the week and smiled a 
smile indicative of pride and acknowledgment. 
Interestingly, our fifth-grade winner’s last name was 
Penman, which is quite apropos we think!

This activity had a positive impact on our entire 
school community. Everyone enjoyed the Challenge, 
and quickly noticed its impact on student motivation 
and accuracy in penmanship. Fueled by the 
enthusiasm and its influence on student work, and 
the low cost associated with the program (making it 
highly sustainable), our staff has chosen to have the 
Challenge become a quarterly event.

Total cost of the program? Eight dollars. Total 
benefit? Incalculable!

tina Howard
Principal

Health tech Jennifer larson and 
fifth grader anna penman are 
two of the great Handwriting 

Challenge winners.

Senior CareSenior CareSenior Care

$30
SPORTS 

PHYSICALS!

Autism Spectrum Disorders 
Certificate
Earn your Added Authorization in ASD with our fully online Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing (CTC) Approved Program. 

With our program you’ll gain:
• Background in theory/research required to understand and share literature 

and research on ASD.
• Knowledge of current strategies and skills required by parents, educators, 

therapists, social service and other professionals to work effectively with  
students with ASD.
• In depth exploration of characteristics, positive behavior supports, academic 

strategies, and helpful community collaboration for students with ASD.
• An Added Authorization in ASD.

Enroll now. Visit uclaextension.edu/snAutism  
or call Linh Nguyen  at (310) 206-5107.

14568-13

explore. 
experience. 
expand.

14568.indd   4 8/20/13   11:08 AM
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Carlsbad High School (9–12)
3557 Lancer Way, Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5100 • www.carlsbadhs.schoolloop.com

awards and recognitions
By Kelsey Aijala, Editor-in-Chief, Lancer Express

Among the hectics of preparation for AP testing, and the 
anticipation of the end of the year, Carlsbad High School students 
still manage to maintain their success in both academics and 
extracurricular activities.

Winter sports showed their purple pride with all teams 
making it to CIF. Girls’ water polo won their third straight CIF 
championship with a 16–3 victory over Granite Hills High School. 
Additionally, boys’ soccer won the Avocado League West CIF 

Championship with a 2–1 victory over Torrey Pines High School, bringing home 
the first CIF title ever for CHS.

The team then advanced in the Southern California Division One CIF State 
Tournament through the state quarter and semifinals, with victories over San 
Clemente and Birmingham to make it to finals. In the championship game, 
the Lancers played strong against the No. 1 team in the state, Loyola, but 
unfortunately, lost 1–2 in the final minutes of the game.

Despite the loss, boys’ soccer made history by advancing further in the 
tournament than any other team in San Diego county history.

academics
Speech and debate defended their nationally ranked title at the recent state 

qualifying tournament, in which 23 schools throughout San Diego/Imperial 
Valley competed, by sweeping the awards ceremony. CHS won the first-place 
overall sweepstakes, first-place individual events school title, first-place debate 
school title, and 10 out of 17 event championships.

Overall, 42 CHS students placed high enough in the local tournament to 
compete in the state tournament. Also at the tournament, CHS students took 
home all four of the major awards, and received cash prizes for their excellence 
in speech and debate. Junior Luiza Coelho also won the Lagnese Award, as well 
as Debater of the Year; junior Isabelle Lee won Speaker of the Year; and senior 
Jeffery Lee won Competitor of the Year.

As the school year comes to a close, and our seniors prepare to say their 
final goodbyes, the preparation for graduation has begun. Graduation will take 
place on June 12, with the pre-session starting at 4:45 p.m. and the ceremony 
following promptly at 5 p.m. This year approximately 450 students will walk 
across the stage to receive their high school diplomas, and 229 of them will 
graduate with honors. In order to graduate with honors, a student must have an 
overall 3.65 GPA, an impressive feat which many CHS seniors accomplished.

Whether in academics, sports, speech and debate, or other activities, 
the senior Lancers proved their excellence this year. Maintaining the high 
standard CHS is known for, the senior class now passes the lance on to the 
underclassman, so that they can continue this tradition of achievement and 
prepare to be the leaders of tomorrow.

matthew Steitz
Principal

Calavera Hills
4104 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008

elementary teacher of the year: bob burns
Calavera Hills was excited to award the Teacher of the 

Year award honors to two teachers that help to create fun and 
productive environments on our campuses.

At Calavera Hills Elementary, our teacher of the year is Bob 
Burns. Mr. Burns is a teacher who is one of the most beloved by 
students at our school—students speak glowingly of him on a 
daily basis. Mr. Burns is constantly looking for ways to create a 
curriculum that is alive and engaging for students. For example, 
this year, students performed plays that helped his students learn 

content in the areas of math or history. He then had his students perform for 
other students to help teach the concepts. Additionally, he has taken the lead on 
many activities for students that allow opportunities for enrichment, athletics 
and leadership. Mr. Burns runs our Student Council and our Playground Patrol 
and is responsible for the CHE garden that is used for a vast variety of activities 
from science to student mentoring. Mr. Burns also runs our soccer team and 
our basketball team.

Mr. Burns has great energy and spirit on campus. He helps to create great 
excitement in our students for being Coyotes. When needed, Mr. Burns runs our 
Monday Morning Assemblies and finds ways daily to get students excited about 
school. He pours extensive amounts of time into his work, and when he speaks 
of it, he speaks about students. He cares deeply about creating a classroom and 
a school that students love. He always has a smile on his face and a joke to share 
to keep his fellow colleagues laughing.

middle School 
teacher of the year: 
mr. mitchell

At Calavera Hills 
Middle School, our 
teacher of the year 
is Chad Mitchell. 
Mr. Mitchell has 
transformed what 
it means to be a PE 
teacher and has tackled 
the CCSS standards. 
Mr. Mitchell is light 
years ahead of the 
curve in what he offers 
to students who have 

the privilege of being in his classes. Students write and read rigorous text on 
a regular basis and provide high levels of rigor through physical education 
program. Mr. Mitchell expects his students to think through tasks and find 
solutions through collaboration and critical thinking. By incorporating 
physiology and offering his students think time to process multiple conditions 
of the different problems and tasks he asks of students, he provides an 
environment in a PE setting that prepares students for college and career.

Mr. Mitchell is a nationally certified teacher who works with CSULB and 
CSUSM to help mentor prospective teaching candidates, and he assists both 
schools with the development of high-quality educational programs. Having Mr. 
Mitchell on our campus provides Calavera Hills Middle School with a dynamic 
teacher, a great collaborator and a mentor for his fellow colleagues.

The thing about Mr. Mitchell is that above all of this, he has the ability to 
connect with students. Mr. Mitchell is passionate about education and loves 
working with our future leaders. He has high expectations for his students, has 
them writing and reading in PE, and is unwaveringly loved and respected by 
students on campus. It is common for students to return to campus to speak 
with Mr. Mitchell, for him to be invited to weddings and award ceremonies 
of former students, and for former students to share stories about him. Chad 
Mitchell’s work as a teacher has helped motivate students to live healthier lives 
and has created a culture of hard work and kindness at Calavera Hills Middle School.

Calavera Hills is proud to call both Bob Burns and Chad Mitchell members of 
the Calavera Hills community!

michael ecker
Principal

Elementary (K–6)
760/331-6300 • www.ches.schoolloop.com

Middle School (6–8)
760/331-6400 • www.calavera.schoolloop.com

teachers of the year at Calavera Hills 
are joined by some of their biggest fans.
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Jefferson Elementary (K–5)
3743 Jefferson St., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5500 • www.jefferson.schoolloop.com

the Ib exhibition
To explore their knowledge and application of the 

International Baccalaureate Programme, our fifth-grade students 
will be completing a final culminating project known around 
the world as “IB Exhibition.” Exhibition is an experience that 
captures the essence of the IB’s Primary Years Programme 
(PYP), and marks a rite of passage, both symbolic and actual, in 
moving forward to the middle school years.

Each project is based on a real-world problem. It is a 
collaborative piece with many rigorous components. Over a six-

week time period the students must explore, research and provide possible 
solutions to the chosen problem. These inquiry based projects are based on 
water as a valuable resource, and may range from water conservation, habitat 
protection, engineering possibilities, and the historical importance and impact 
of water resources.

The Exhibition includes a range of expertise that students must demonstrate 
to complete the project. Students must show excellence in research skills and 
cooperative learning groups. Writing and communication skills will be assessed 
in various formats, and all are evaluated using rubrics.

The students will also be assessed in their skills in using technology, 
and piloting the use of Google Apps for education and Chromebooks in the 
elementary school. Students may also show other uses in science, technology or 
engineering by building working models, creating designs and using scientific 
experiments.

Because the IB program places the importance of developing a student with 
a wide range of expertise and educational experiences, the students must also 
show proficiency in another medium, such as music, visual arts, drama, dance, 
film or the use of a second language.

Student projects
It is a requirement that the 

Exhibition be shared with the 
community. The actual Exhibition 
presentation night will be on Thursday, 
May 29 from 5:30–7 p.m. Parents 
and students from other schools 
are welcome to attend, as well as 
community members. Students will 
present their real-world investigation 
and presentation of possible solutions.

Expect to see an array of student 
presentations using technology and 

other art mediums to communicate their knowledge of this inquiry project and 
solutions. If you are unable to make the actual Exhibition presentation night, 
there will be a tour the following morning, on Friday, May 30 at 8:30 a.m. The 
tour will include the Exhibition Hall with some student presenters, as well as 
a tour of all the classrooms, from kindergarten through the fourth grade, and 
their inquiry unit projects. 

If you have ever wondered what makes the International Baccalaureate 
Programme highly regarded in the global community, this would be the tour for 
you. The Carlsbad Unified School District, in conjunction with the International 
Baccalaureate Programme, offers this magnet program in the kindergarten 
through fifth-grade to all Carlsbad residents. Please feel free to visit.

In addition, we 
would be pleased 
to answer any 
questions that 
you have by 
contacting Laurel 
Ferreira, IB 
Coordinator, at 
760-331-5598, 
or ibcarlsbad@
gmail.com.

Chad lund
Principal

Hope Elementary (K–6)
3010 Tamarack Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5900 • www.hope.schoolloop.com

Holly Hill: teacher of the year
Our Hope Elementary School Hawk community is proud to 

recognize Holly Hill as our Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Hill started 
her illustrious teaching career in 1987 as a substitute for the 
Carlsbad Unified School District and worked as a tutor at Pine 
Elementary School near downtown Carlsbad. Before becoming a 
teacher, she served as a recreations director for a variety of local 
children’s organizations, including the city of Vista. If there was a 
local children’s program, you can bet that Mrs. Hill was involved.

Arriving at Hope in 1990, Mrs. Hill 
was instrumental in developing the 
first-grade program, including the 
annual First-Grade Park Day, which 
now takes place at the Calavera Hills 
Community Park. To build additional 
activities for Hope students, she 
served as the assembly coordinator 
and could always be found hosting a 
booth at Hope’s Spring Carnival.

Mrs. Hill also served as a grade-
level representative and facilitator 
with her peers from other school 
sites. This instructional leadership 
role helped guide and shape 
curriculum and academic activities 
to better meet student needs.

At our award recognition 
ceremony, Mrs. Hill announced 
her retirement and reflected on 
her work at Hope, stating, “It has 
been a pleasure working with the 
Hope Hawk community. Everyone 
is so supportive. I couldn’t ask for a 
nicer place to work. The parents are 

amazing. We have great kids here, and I love the staff. I will miss everyone and 
cherish the memories I have being part of this great place we call Hope.”

We will miss you, Mrs. Hill, and we value your dedication and contribution 
to making our school great. Enjoy retirement and congratulations on being our 
Teacher of the Year!

California Distinguished School award—agaIn!
For the second time in six years, our Hope Hawks have been recognized for 

their outstanding educational progress. Our Intervention Specialist Program 
and our Community Connection Campaign were highlighted as key components 
in support of our students. Congratulations, Hope Hawks, for your continued 
excellence in education! 

richard tubbs
Principal

Holly Hill, Hope’s teacher of the year, 
celebrates her selection as teacher of the year.

June 29 - August 9
Ages 8 - 17

SELECTIONS INCLUDE:
• Camp-Brain Academic Camps

Robotics, Math, ESL, and more!
• Camp Pacific Recreation Camps

Sports, Surfing, Exciting Day Trips, & more!
• Camp Challenge Leadership Programs

Leadership, Honor, Respect, Courage.

More info at www.abts.com
Phone: 760-434-7564 email: summer@abts.com
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Magnolia Elementary (K–6)
1905 Magnolia Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5600 • www.mes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

“tangible Science”
Science Day at Magnolia truly is a day like no other! It is a day 

when our entire campus is transformed into a working lab. It is a 
day when our students are able to apply their textbook knowledge 
to genuine and engaging experiments. It is a day when our entire 
school community comes together to support the learning of all 
of our students.

Each of our school site classrooms are utilized to meet the 
needs of the given “science workshop” and the presenter charged 
with teaching specific grade-level science content standards. 

From kindergarten to fifth grade, all students are given the opportunity to 
experience science in in a more meaningful and tangible way. Science sessions 
such as “Reptile Round-Up,” “What is Chemistry?” “Fun with Energy,” “Rockets” 
and a frog-dissection workshop called “Kermit: The Inside Story” along with 
brain and heart dissection are just a few of the 28 activities offered for the day. 
In short, there is an activity for every learner of every age packed into Science 
Day!

gratitude for our workshops
It is important to note that the majority of the activities on Science Day 

would not take place without the unending support from our Parent Teacher 
Organization and the wealth of time and effort dedicated by parents, past and 
present, to organize the entire day. Our PTA raises and sets aside a significant 
amount of funds to ensure that our students have access to great presenters 
and concrete materials for every workshop. All parents, including those who 
are employed as physicians, firefighters and chemists, give of their time to 
support and validate the curriculum in each workshop. The planning for this 
event takes place well before our calendar school year begins by our Science 
Day Committee, led once again this year by Melissa Genewich, to ensure that 
all aspects of the day run smoothly. The reality is that only with the time and 
dedication on the part of our parents and teachers are we able to offer such a 
great program every school year!

Jimmy Hines
Principal

Dr. Vega working with students during heart dissection.

Kelly Elementary (K–5)
4885 Kelly Dr., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5800 • www.kelly.schoolloop.com

annual Science night
“Equipped with his five senses, man explores the universe 

around him and calls the adventure science.”
 –Edwin Powell Hubbel, The Nature of Science, 1954
Not much in a school setting is more exciting than when the 

efforts of volunteers, staff members, parents, and children come 
together to share hands-on exploration! Kelly Elementary School 
had just such an event on March, the evening of our annual 
Science Night! We venture to guess that we had nearly 100 
percent of our community turn out to participate in the scientific 
method of discovery: ask a question; do background research; 

construct a hypothesis; test the hypothesis by doing an experiment; analyze 
data and draw conclusions; and communicate results.

Thanks to our incredible team of Science Night coordinators: Adam and 
Suzy Gushansky, Kami Papa, Amy Adams, and Tracy Marks—and scores of 
volunteers throughout the community. Our students were able to explore 
forensics, zoology, human anatomy, candy DNA, ancient history, strawberry 
DNA, silicon chips, fantastic physics, airplane models, astronomy, gem samples, 
robotics, CPR, fire truck demonstrations, Carlsbad Police Department forensics, 
and so much more!

The students themselves created science projects that were on display, 
with topics such as exploring whether ants were more attracted to sauerkraut 
or sour candy. Their projects were, of course, the hit of the Science Night 
activities! Students who submitted projects received special T-shirts, designed 
by third grader Jack Van Wagoner!

The goal of education is to help our students be ready for college, career, 
and…life! The characteristics of students who exhibit this readiness include the 
ability to use technology and tools strategically in learning and communicating, 
argument, and reasoning to do research, construct arguments, and critique the 

reasoning of others, communicate and 
collaborate effectively with a variety 
of audiences, and solve problems, 
construct explanations and design 
solutions. Helping all students learn 
through a variety of modalities and 
instructional strategies truly helps 
students to grow into well-rounded 
human beings who are contributors to 
society. Events such as our the annual 
Science Night support this goal fully 
for our children! This event encouraged 
children to use their five senses to 
explore the universe around them…and 
to call that adventure SCIENCE!

And, besides, it was just great fun for 
all involved! 

tressie armstrong
Principal

Have a great 
summer!
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Poinsettia Elementary (K–5)
2445 Mica Rd., Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6500 • www.pes.cusd.ca.schoolloop.com

 Inspiring Us to the best
It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative 

expression and knowledge.  – Albert Einstein
I have the pleasure of announcing Poinsettia Elementary 

School’s  2013–2014 Teacher of the Year. Congratulations,  
Mrs. Ellie Restivo!

Mrs. Restivo sets a tone of caring and nurturing for all 
students. With patience and a positive attitude, this teacher 
has earned the trust of parents, students, and teachers. She 
continuously renews her energy by learning new ideas from 

other teachers, and she isn’t afraid to try new ways of doing things. She has 
strong core principles, but somehow she still evolves with changing times. She 
embraces new technologies and confidently moves forward into the future. 
She is tenacious when it comes to helping students to be the best they can be, 
setting high expectations and helping her students achieve them. She holds her 
students accountable with compassion and respect. She is highly qualified and 
reflective, always striving to do whatever it takes to ensure students succeed 
not only in their learning, but in life.

Mrs. Restivo is 
a true collaborator, 
working on 
multiple voluntary 
committees at 
Poinsettia and at 
the district level. 
As a team member, 
she is fair and just, 
always looking at 
issues from multiple 
perspectives.  She is 
a special breed who 
plays a multitude 
of different roles 
in a given day with 
fluidity and grace, 
while remaining 
true to herself. 
She is extremely 

knowledgeable about curriculum and pedagogy and is an excellent resource. 
She was recognized as a Nationally Board Certificated teacher in 2013. She is 
the Environmental Club Advisor and is working with the Kids for Peace Club.

Mrs. Restivo is inspiring and energizing. We are all better students and 
educators for knowing and working with her. Thank you, Mrs. Restivo, for 
awakening the joy and potential in your students and being a role model for us 
all.

Congratulations, panthers!
The California Business for Education Excellence (CBEE) has named 

Poinsettia an Honor Roll School for 2013 for outstanding success in raising 
student academic achievement. After an extensive analysis of student 
achievement data for every public school in California, Poinsettia stood well 
above the rest in getting its students to grade-level proficiency and beyond.

Go, Panthers! 

marjorie giordani
Principal

Pacific Rim Elementary (K–5)
1100 Camino De Las Ondas, Carlsbad, CA 92009 • 760/331-6200 • www.pacificrim.schoolloop.com

gIa’s partnership in Science education
Each year, our fourth-grade students at Pacific Rim embark 

on a science journey of wonder and exploration. One of the most 
pivotal units is their study involving the Earth and its amazing 
riches.

Gemological Institute of America (GIA) provides our students 
with a glimpse into the amazing world of gems. Fourth-graders 
for the past 10 years have been visiting the GIA annually and 
taking part in their Junior Gemologist Program field on the GIA 
campus. This field trip provides a hands-on lab with minerals and 

gems. The students are beyond excited with their newfound interest and hobby.
GIA representatives also introduce the theory of mining for gold each year 

at Pacific Rim’s annual Science Day, with fourth-grade teacher Katie Jordan. 
Recently, the GIA Educational Service Team revealed their new mobile science 
lab. Mrs. Jordan’s fourth-graders were the first to experience the mobile lab 
in our multipurpose room. The lab gave students the chance to look at their 
birthstones under microscopes and revealed an inside look into the gem’s 
quality and phenomenal properties.

Through science, our students’ minds grow, and through our partnership 
with GIA, the sparks of excitement for their future as gemologists or geologists 
has ignited.

robert Devich
Principal

Congratulations 
Class of

2014!
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Valley Middle School (6–8)
1645 Magnolia Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008 • 760/331-5300 • www.vms.schoolloop.com

Spring accomplishments
The beginning of spring has been very good to the staff and 

students at Valley Middle School (VMS). Our seventh-grade 
science teacher, Bethany Thomason, was just chosen as our 
Teacher of the Year. Bethany has worked extremely hard since 
moving from her elementary position a few years ago and does an 
outstanding job of engaging and educating our seventh-graders. 
Congratulations to Bethany!

Congratulations are also in order for seventh-grade student 
Brooke Vinzinski for doing a fantastic job representing VMS in 

the 45th annual San Diego Union-Tribune San Diego Countywide Spelling 
Bee. Although she didn’t win the county title, Brooke is looking forward to 
competing again next year and encourages everyone interested to study the 
word list and give the spelling bee a try.

Recently VMS broadcasting students returned from the national Student 
Television Network convention, where they competed against other 
broadcasting programs throughout the nation. Once again, VMS students 
brought home the coveted Award of Excellence given to the top- ranked middle 
school broadcasting program in the nation. They also won first place in the 
music video contest and received two third place trophies for best feature story 
and the anchoring contest. Way to go, Viking broadcasters!

On March 8, the Valley Robotics Team attended a competition at a local 
amusement park called the Spring Showdown. Part of this event requires the 
students to do an on-the-spot challenge. The Valley team won second place in 
this event. On March 28, they attended the Chemical Educational Foundation 
(CEF) competition at Carlsbad High School and participated in Nature’s Fury 
and the Spring Showdown. The Valley team was split into two groups, and both 
won first place!

Recently the eighth-grade teachers selected Emily Kvitek as the VMS 
Association of California School Administrators (ACSA) student of the 
year. Emily pushes herself to achieve in all she does, both academically and 
personally.  She is a gifted student who maintains a 4.0 grade-point average,  
is an accomplished artist, and graciously serves campus as a Where Everyone 
Belongs (WEB) leader. Recently she helped with our fifth-grade orientation, 
talking to the students and showing them around the school. Emily also tutors 
students after school at the YMCA. Emily is encouraging to her peers and is 
always willing to lend a hand to students and staff.

tom bloomquist
Principal

Sage Creek High School
3900 Cannon Rd., Carlsbad, CA 92010 •  760/331-6600

The Sage Creek Team, made up of students, 
staff, parents, and teachers, is excited to see the 
BOBCAT Nation grow as it projects to have a student enrollment of 
over 700 next school year. It has been an amazing first year focused 
on connectedness, community, and academics. The Sage Creek 
Leadership Team recently refined what it means to be a Sage Creek 
High School graduate. While fully acknowledging that the outcomes 
are as much a journey as a destination, the team will use the graduate 
profile as a target of what students should know and be able to do as 
Sage Creek High School graduates.

The graduate profile acronym was inspired by the Sage Creek mascot, the 
BOBCATS, and is anchored in two critical domains: how students behave and 
the skills they possess.

The focus to Establish Community and striving to be the B.E.S.T. for the 
world is at the core of the Sage Creek experience. Among the many examples of 
this mantra is the hard work and countless hours of service learning taken on 
by Sage Creek students.

As a result of their dedication, a group of 42 students were selected by their 
peers and teachers to travel to Oakland, CA on March 25th to attend the We 
Day conference, which is an event that you must be selected to attend and is 
sponsored by the Free the Children organization. The aim of the conference 
is to engage, educate, and empower students to be ambassadors and lead 
meaningful action. The Sage Creek students were honored to attend this event 
with the ambition to get the necessary tools to turn inspiration into action.

Go to the following link to better understand WE DAY: http://www.weday.com

Cesar morales
Principal

the Sage Creek team is focused on a common message: bring out the good of each bobCat member.
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begins with a class discussion. She asks her students, “What 
can you do all by yourself?” Together, the class describes the 
steps needed to make ravioli. Brainstorming, the students 
come up with unique answers to the question-I can fix my hair, 
skateboard, ride a bike, tie my shoe, make a sandwich. Then they 
learn to use a graphic organizer to outline the steps they need to 
complete their “all by myself” activity. Finally, students use the 
outline to write their own chronological “how to” essay.

By fourth grade, students are writing more sophisticated five-
paragraph essays, using the same basic Learning Headquarters techniques. 
Let’s take a peak into Kimberly Fuentes’ fourth grade classroom, where 
students are studying the California missions.

Ms. Fuentes is leading students through a process of creating a graphic 
organizer for an informational essay on the missions. First, students use a 
pre-write page to organize the essay. “What is the purpose of this report?” To 
inform, not to persuade. Then students use the information from their research 
to build their outlines. “What have you learned about the missions? When were 
the missions built? Who built them?” Each fact is built into the organizer.  New 
vocabulary is generated and explained as needed. Finally, students outline 
the last paragraph: “Sum up the main ideas that you have learned about the 
missions.” Students then use their graphic organizer to write an effective five-
paragraph informational essay.

A quick refresher: The Common Core Standards’ “instructional shifts” in 
English Language Arts/Literacy are: Balancing Information and Literary Text; 
Building Knowledge in the Disciplines; Staircase of Complexity; Text-Based 
Answers; Writing From Sources; and Academic Vocabulary.

Integrating these “shifts” into her instruction, Ms. Fuentes is teaching 
students how to write an essay (English) using the information they learned 
about missions (Social Studies texts and other sources), building vocabulary, 
and summarizing what they learned. “While the transition is difficult at first, 
I am excited to watch the depth of thought and problem solving abilities 
that today’s students are developing,” reports Ms. Fuentes. “With a strong 
foundation in writing students will be able to present their thinking and 
experiences in an intelligent and clear way.”

Thank you, Ms. Kramer and Ms. Fuentes, for demonstrating how CUSD 
teachers are implementing Learning Headquarters and the Common Core 
Standards in their classrooms.

Dr. Suzette lovely

Once they reach middle school, CUSD students are immersed in a full 
science curriculum. Students take Earth, Life, and Physical Science courses, 
with labs and integrated technology. Again, the CEF provides funds for the 
consumables needed for science labs. Like professional engineers and scientists, 
students are taught to build on what others have done and to work together as 
teams. They ask and define a question, gather information and resources, form a 
hypothesis, perform experiments, and collect and analyze the data.

First, students might study informational texts on Newton’s laws of force 
and motion, and then complete a performance test (making balloon-powered 
race cars with cereal boxes, or launching rockets made from water bottles). 
Then they use their math skills, graphing their observations and analyzing their 
results. Finally, they write about what they observed, integrating the Common 
Core reading and writing standards, and using resources to support their 
conclusions. Aviara Oaks Middle School teacher Ashley Crawford’s students use 
their Chromebooks to research their questions, and then to collaborate with 
other students to write up their findings on Google Drive.

As our future scientists and engineers enter high school, they have an array 
of options available to them. Carlsbad High School offers a full curriculum of 
lab science courses, including AP Biology, Chemistry, and Physics, and the 
opportunity to take MiraCosta College’s Physics III for college credit. CUSD’s 
newest school, Sage Creek High School, emphasize STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics), where students can follow elective pathways in 
Biomedical Sciences or Engineering. CHS students can even participate in the 
Intern Academy for a first-hand experience at one of Carlsbad’s science-related 
companies.

Carlsbad Unified focuses on educating the scientific thinkers and problem 
solvers who will be prepared for our community’s careers of the future.
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How has it fared? For the fall 2013 semester, the University 
of California system received 1,269 applications from MiraCosta 
College students. More than 70 percent were accepted. MiraCosta 
College also has matriculation agreements with Arizona State 
University, Brigham Young University and USC, among others.

In fact, students from MiraCosta College last year were 
enrolled in more than 150 four-year universities, including private 
schools and Ivy League campuses.

Students looking to graduate from a prestigious university 
would do well to look at MiraCosta College. Students leave 
MiraCosta well prepared. And there is no better return on your 
investment—classes are small, there is a plethora of support 
services and tuition is just $46 per unit.

Francisco C.
rodriguez, ph.D.
Superintendent/ 

President
MiraCosta College
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*$138 savings for a 3-unit class. Students still must pay 
  health services and student center fees.

Cardiff
 Oceanside

Online

For more information, 
or to apply for admission, 
visit miracosta.edu/highschool 
or call 760.795.6620.

You can earn
college credit for
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Sweet!

practically FREE!

High school students
now can take MiraCosta College 

credit classes and  
the enrollment fee. That saves 

 you $138 a class!*
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