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TPSF Celebrates 25th Anniversary

In Touch with TUSD—
Connecting with Higher
Achievement
The Tustin Unified School
District had an outstanding
2013-14 school year. It was a
year of high achievement by
students, as well as a year of
Gregory A.
Franklin, Ed. D. learning for faculty and staff.
Even as the District rolled out
the TUSD Connect learning initiative that
includes new standards, instructional strategies
and technology, our graduates continued to
matriculate to the best universities in the nation.
Progress continues towards the District’s
goals: Student achievement, quality facilities,
highly qualified employees, fiscal responsibility,
and parent/community partnerships.
Highlights of the year include:
• Eight California Distinguished Schools:
Arroyo, Beswick, Guin Foss, Ladera,
Myford, Peters Canyon, Tustin Memorial
Academy, Tustin Ranch elementary schools.
• Two Title I Academic Achievement Schools:
Beswick and Currie Middle School.
• Tustin High School was named a National
AVID Demonstration School.
• The Foothill and Tustin high schools’
engineering programs continued to gain
accolades and unique experiences for their
students.
• The Beckman High School Arts and Media
Academy hosted its first Southern 		
California Film Festival.
• Science, Technology, Engineering, Art
and Math (STEAM) programs have been
expanded to all middle and high schools in
the District.
• Over 10,000 iPads were deployed to 		
students in grades K-8 through Measure S.
• Approximately 850 classrooms were
upgraded with modern instructional
technology that include a new teacher
computer, interactive display, document
camera, voice amplification, and Apple TV.
These achievements have added to our
current success and poised the District to
continue to excel into the future. Go TUSD!
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American hot rod shop owner and automotive designer Chip Foose visited
TPSF Summer Academy Robotics classes to talk about the design process.
Foose is star of the reality TV series “Overhaulin’ on Velocity.”

By Carol Burby Garrett
Executive Director
Tustin Public Schools Foundation
The Tustin Public Schools
Foundation is celebrating its 25th
anniversary in 2014. The nonprofit
organization was formed to further
excellence in schools throughout
the Tustin Unified School Unified
and now provides programs, such as
the Tustin Summer Academy, and
raises funds for district schools and
projects. Last year, the Foundation
donated $270,000 to the District
for academic, fine arts and athletic
programs.
Linda Jennings, one of the
founding board members, recalls
that initially, “our primary interest
was in finding money for teacher
See TPSF 25th • Page 19

TUSD Schools Receive $600,000 Digital Learning Grant
The Irvine Company has provided
a $600,000 philanthropic “Excellence
in Education” grant for Orchard Hills
School and Beckman High School.
The gift will fund technology master
teachers who will serve as the ‘Irvine
Company Digital Learning Coach’
at each school. The coaches, who
specialize in integrating technology
and curriculum in the classroom,
will identify best practices in the
1:1 educational learning platform,
collaborate with teachers at each
school regarding app use and
evolution, conduct technology
program evaluations and provide
ongoing technical support and issue
resolution.
“This grant will benefit every
child at both of these schools as each
student will have either an iPad or
laptop,” said Tustin Unified School
District Superintendent Dr. Gregory
Franklin, who was recently named
2014 California Superintendent
of the Year by the Association of
California School Administrators.
“This funding guarantees that they

Irvine Company Vice President Robin Leftwich and Beckman Principal Adele Heuer
(far left), and Orchard Hills Principal Rich Montgomery (far right), and
Beckman and Orchard Hill students display a ceremonial check for the
Digital Learning Coach grant at their schools.

will receive maximum technical resources to realize the powerful
potential of these learning tools sooner than currently possible
with existing resources.”
Dr. Franklin added, “This gift will help these two schools
optimize their benefit from our technology bond, part of the
district’s most important instructional initiative, TUSD Connect.
The community and staff worked very hard to ensure its
See Digital Learning Grant • Page 19
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Welcome back to another school
year! By now the students have
settled into their routines and
we look forward to publishing
the accomplishments from the
classrooms. The Superintendent’s
message highlights the District’s
accomplishments of the 2013—2014
school year, which makes it even
more exciting to anticipate what this
year will bring.
Congratulations to the Tustin
Public Schools Foundation celebrating
its 25th Anniversary!
Our next issue is November 6.
Have a fun Halloween!

@SchoolNewsRC
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You can now
launch our
Web APP to your
SmartPhone from
our web site
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Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

At our office you will always
• Receive the thorough attention you deserve
• Understand the care you are getting
• Feel confident with our expertise
WE LOVE KIDS!
22

Dr. Chu always provides the BEST dental care for
our family. We know we can always depend on a
friendly staff to make us feel welcome at every visit.
~Creg, Shanon, Carson, Olivia Reese, and Brooklyn

We would love to be the trusted dentist for your entire
family and develop a long-lasting relationship with you

55

17th Street

ort
Ave
.

Yorba St.

www.DrAndrewChu.com

New
p

Andrew E. Chu, DDS

Northwestern University, Doctor of Dental Surgery
American Dental Association, California Dental Association

Irvine Blvd.

5
(Between Marshalls & Lamppost Pizza)

(714) 544-2944 • 17381 17th Street • Tustin
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Azusa Pacific University

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Crystal Olson ’11, M.A.Ed. ’12
Master of Arts in Education: Special Education

Earn your master’s degree and credential
in Orange County.
Azusa Pacific has a reputation for consistently producing innovative and
comprehensively prepared educators. Our graduates serve as teachers,
counselors, coaches, and administrators throughout Southern California,
and are known in their schools and districts as leaders in the field.
Choose from more than 35 ways to earn your master’s degree and credential
at APU’s Orange County Regional Center, and join a 115-year legacy of
excellence in education.
Orange County Regional Center

Master’s Degrees

Certificate

Digital Teaching and Learning
Educational and Clinical Counseling
Educational Counseling
Educational Leadership
Educational Psychology
GATE
Physical Education
Special Education
Teaching

LPCC Respecialization in
Clinical Counseling

Credentials
Mild/Moderate Disabilities Specialist
Moderate/Severe Disabilities Specialist
Multiple Subject Teaching
Single Subject Teaching
Preliminary Administrative Services
Professional Administrative Services

1915 Orangewood Ave., Ste. 100
Orange, CA 92868

Now enrolling!
Contact us today.
apu.edu/orange | (714) 935-0260
orangecounty@apu.edu

Authorization
Adapted Physical Education
15943

AZUSA | HIGH DESERT | INLAND EMPIRE | LOS ANGELES | MURRIETA | ORANGE COUNTY | SAN DIEGO | ONLINE

Arroyo Elementary School
11112 Coronel Rd., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7381

Arnold O. Beckman High School
3588 Bryan Ave., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-2900

New Leadership
I would like to
introduce myself as
the new principal at
Arroyo Elementary
School. My name is
Amy Jones, and I have
been fortunate to have
Amy Fedderly
worked in the district
Principal
for the past 13 years.
I began my career in 1991 in the
Palm Springs Unified School District,
where I taught both kindergarten and
second grade. In 2001, I was chosen to
be one of the select teachers to open
Myford Elementary School, where I
taught third grade and then became
the principal. Under my leadership,
Amy Jones settling into her new office.
Myford received two California Distinguished School Awards and was granted
participation into the Cotsen: Art of Teaching program for four years.
As the new administrator at Arroyo, I am eager to meet the students and
families to begin to develop a long-lasting partnership. My goal is to provide a
nurturing, 21st-century learning environment in which all students thrive. Get
ready for a fabulous year, Mustangs!

Wheelie Spotless

Trash Can Cleaning Service

Please see our ad on page 16.
855.wheelie - 855.943.3543 • www.wheeliespotless.com

New Humanities Building Under Construction

Adele Heuer
Principal

The Tustin Unified School District held a groundbreaking
ceremony for a new Humanities Building at Beckman High School
last spring. Construction has continued throughout the summer.
The two-story 28,000 sq. ft. building is scheduled to open
in the spring of 2015 and features new classrooms for English,
history and world languages; prep rooms, storage, a courtyard
and landscaping, and student and staff restrooms.

Brian Cahill, President of Balfour Beatty Construction, center, presents
a ceremonial shovel to TUSD Superintendent Gregory Franklin,
Board Member Lynn Davis, Beckman Principal Adele Heuer and
Board Member Jonathan Abelove.

The facility
was designed by
Rachlin Partners
and is being built
by Balfour Beatty
Construction. It is
located adjacent to
the student parking
lot on campus near
Bryan Avenue. The
cost of the project is
approximately $17
million.
We’re very excited
to have the new
Humanities Building
to meet our growing
needs and help us
continue to provide a
21st century learning
environment!

Helping Families to Buy and Sell in
North Tustin for More Than 35 Years.
To Tustin Unified School District Families –
We offer Discounts on the Sale of Your Property and Rebates on any Purchase

505-3903

(714)

13175 Jamboree Rd.

Voted in Top 5 in So. California

Open Every Day 12 noon to 9:00pm

WE DELIVER!

Mike Knight Broker/Owner • DRE#00832944

(714) 544-4900
mike@mikeknight.com • www.mikeknight.com
REMAX REAL ESTATE ONE
12341 Newport Ave. Suite A-100, North Tustin, CA 92705
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Delivery $3 Extra • $15 Minimum Order • Drivers Keep Tips
Limited Delivery Area

Mon & Tues Special

Large

One Topping Pizza

1299

$

Not valid with any other discount
With coupon
Expires 10-30-14

(Next to Rite Aid in the Ralph’s/
Tustin Ranch Plaza)

www.firstclasspizzatustin.com
We Do Catering!
Large Party Discounts

FAMILY SPECIAL

ONE LARGE
1-TOPPING PIZZA &
X-Large 2 Item Pizza,
Large Salad & 2 Liter Soda 1 ORDER OF SPAGHETTI
WITH MEATBALLS
Feeds up to 6 people

2499

$

Not valid with any other discount
With coupon
Expires 10-30-14

1999

$

Not valid with any other discount
With coupon
Expires 10-30-14

Barbara Benson Elementary School

Benjamin Beswick Elementary School

12712 Elizabeth Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7531

1362 Mitchell Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7385

Teachers Go Above and Beyond
As the new 2014–15 school year begins, parents and
children anxiously wait to meet their new friends and teachers.
This school year brings so much excitement for everyone!
With Common Core and technology at the heart of Benson’s
instruction, teachers look forward to implementing 21st-century
best practices with their students.
Benson teachers spent a total of eight days of their summer
Deena Vela
vacation to prepare for the upcoming school year with extensive
Principal
professional development. Partnered with the Segerstrom Center
for the Arts, teachers in grades three through five participated for five days in a
science training that models integrating art and dance into science instruction.
Benson teachers in transitional kindergarten (TK) through fifth grade also
participated
in three days
of training on
balanced literacy
to prepare
students to become
independent
readers and writers.
With so much
excitement and
training, Benson
teachers are fully
prepared to provide
high levels of
quality instruction
for their students.

All Students Can Learn and Thrive
Beswick Elementary School is the heart of its community. One
of its guiding principles is its vision: “Beswick Bobcats celebrate
a commitment to education through mutual respect, dedication
and support for one another. We are the premier choice for
academic excellence on the road to a college education.”
This past year, Beswick was recognized once again as a
California
Distinguished School for exemplary educational
Eileen Delaney
programs. Additionally, Beswick Elementary received the
Principal
prestigious Title I Academic Achievement Award for 2014. It is
a great accomplishment to be one of a small number of schools gaining this
designation.
A trademark of Beswick’s success is our systematic approach to educating
each student that provides teachers with high-quality professional development
and a no-excuses approach so that all students can learn. To maintain success,
Beswick takes a balanced approach centered on each child and his or her
individual needs. The staff and community feel that literacy with a strong
educational foundation is the key to future success. At Beswick, success is
not an accident. Teachers stay current in research-based practices to support
powerful teaching and learning so that all students can thrive.
As Beswick moves into the 2014–15 school year, Eileen Delaney joins
the school as the new principal. Mrs. Delaney has been an educator for 29
years with experience as a classroom teacher, an educational specialist
and consultant, an assistant principal and a principal. She is a dedicated
instructional leader and a passionate advocate for teachers, students and their
families. She is delighted to join the Beswick family.

Benson Teachers taking selfies at their science training.

BACK SCHOOL
DS
CLOTHES YOUR KI
WILL LOVE!
O U T F IT
F IR ST CO M P L E T E

N EW

FUZ ZIE S
AR E HE RE!

F R E E S H I P P I NG &
E XC H A NG E S !
New VIP Members get their 1st outfit for just $15.
Start Shopping at FabKids.com or scan here:

GIRLS & BOYS OUTFITS,

DRESSES, PANTS, TEES, OUTERWEAR & SHOES
AWESOME STYLE•TOP QUALITY•HALF THE PRICE
Covering the Tustin Unified School District
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Columbus Tustin Middle School
17952 Beneta Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7352

Lucky Number Seven
I am proud and excited to begin my seventh year as principal
at Columbus Tustin Middle School. When I began my career
with Tustin Unified back in 1996 as a sixth-grade teacher here
at Columbus Tustin I had no idea that I would one day return in
this role. Prior to joining the Bulldog staff, I taught high school,
middle school, fifth grade and third grade.
When I left Columbus Tustin in 1999 I joined the staff at
Dean Crow
Tustin High School to teach United States History and coach
Principal
aquatics. It was at Tustin High School, under the guidance of
then Principal Margie Sepulveda, that I made the transition to a position in
administration, serving as Dean of Students. Then on to Beckman High School
in 2004 as assistant principal where I remained until 2008 when I returned to
Columbus Tustin as principal.
Looking forward to the best year yet. Go Bulldogs!

Bulldog Band performs at Columbus Tustin’s annual Showcase last spring.
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A.G. Currie Middle School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7360

New Principal Brings Passion for Learning
Erick Fineberg has been appointed the new principal of
Currie Middle School and Jeane Thorman Elementary School.
Mr. Fineberg brings his enthusiasm and passion for children
and learning to both schools. He is a graduate of University of
California, Irvine with a bachelor’s degree in psychology and
a master’s degree in education; he also earned, and teaching
Erick Fineberg credential from University of California, Los Angeles.
Mr. Fineberg brings a wealth of knowledge, high expectations
Principal
and a commitment to insure that all students learn at the
highest level. He has taught in Long Beach, Irvine and Capistrano Unified
School Districts. Five years ago, he joined Tustin Unified School District as
the principal of Benjamin Beswick Elementary School. Under his leadership,
Beswick was named
a 2014 California
Distinguished School
and Title I Academic
Achievement School.
Prior to that, he led his
previous schools out of
program improvement
and helped them to be
the first to reach the 900
Academic Performance
Index (API) plateau.
Mr. Fineberg is excited
to lead the Currie/
Thorman staff as they
continue to build upon
their success.
Principal Erick Fineberg settles in to his new office.

Helen Estock Elementary School
14741 North. B St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7390

19251 Dodge Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7464

Eagles Issued a Challenge

Beth
Rabel Blackman
Principal

The scholars of Estock Elementary were issued a challenge
from their principal, Mrs. Blackman, to read 15 books over the 10week summer break. This Fifteen-Book Challenge asked students
to record their reading in the categories of general fiction,
realistic fiction, informational or nonfiction, and free choice such
as biographies, graphic novels, mysteries or anything of interest
to the scholar. Students who participated in this program earned
prizes and incentives for their reading.

Estock scholars enjoy reading books of choice
during the Estock “Fifteen Book Challenge.”

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Foothill High School

Summer reading
is consistently shown
to support students
as they bridge from
grade to grade and
allows scholars
an opportunity to
exercise their minds
and imaginations
while enjoying their
break. This openended challenge also
allowed the Estock
scholars to explore
new genres, authors
and areas of interest.
Parents joined in the
effort by reading to
the younger students
learning to read.

A New Era of Instruction and Technology
It has been a busy and exciting summer at Foothill High
School, as we look to usher in a new era of instruction, technology
and leadership. We have hired an additional 10 teachers and
counselors, as well as a new assistant principal, Michelle
England. In the past two weeks this brings to 18 our total number
of new teachers and counselors.
I would like to welcome English teachers Jeff Wright and
Dr. Nick Stephany
Sarah Pfluger; math teachers Robert Hays, Jason Paul and Klarke
Principal
Brawley; social science teachers Mike Lee and Katie Goto; biology
teacher Catherine Murashige; instrumental music teacher Tim Thomas; drama
teacher Briana Manasas; and counselor Johnathan Emaguna. We are very
excited to have these great people on board at Foothill.
We have made some major upgrades to the campus, including a newly
renovated gym that features new bleachers, a new floor, and new lights. The
project is expected to be completed in October.
We have also completely remodeled our library, bringing it into the 21st
century with new and innovative collaborative student workspaces. Forty
classroom buildings will also be receiving new air conditioning units, carpet
and paint.
In September, when our students receive a laptop computer, our teachers
will be working hard to take their instructional practices to the next level. This
will fully integrate the technology, student collaboration, and content standards
that can help our students stay competitive in a global economy. Our dedicated
staff has done an amazing job this summer in getting ready for a great year at
Foothill.

September / October 2014
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Guin Foss Elementary School
18492 Vanderlip Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7552

Our Future is Bright!
Guin Foss is excited about the upcoming school year and
our future! During the 2013–14 school year, Guin Foss was
recognized as a California Distinguished School based on the
high academic performance of our students and the fine teaching
practices of our staff.
Creating an engaging, motivating, rigorous learning
environment
is key to the student’s success. The Student
Kelly Fresch
Council selects Guin Foss School Pride Days each month, and
Principal
one of the favorites last year was Professional Day. Students
were encouraged to dress as professionals they respect and admire in the
community. As the site administrator, I am proud to acknowledge the incredible
efforts our teachers put forth to ensure that every student feels self-confident
and secure in all they do at Guin Foss. How fun to celebrate not only the
students’ academic success but also their creativity and school spirit. We are all
committed to leading our SMART Dolphins toward a bright future!

Guin Foss first, second and third graders dress up for Professional Day.

Hewes Middle School
13232 Hewes Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7348

A Highlander at Heart
It is with great honor that I introduce myself as the new
principal of Hewes Middle School. It is thrilling to join a highcaliber school with such outstanding students, parents and staff.
This is my fifteenth year with the Tustin Unified School
District. I began as a fifth-grade teacher at Helen Estock
Elementary School. Later, I had the privilege of teaching sixthand seventh-grade CORE at Hewes Middle School for six years.
Eric Kilian
While at Hewes I was honored to be named TUSD Teacher of the
Principal
Year and Orange County Teacher of the Year. I was also selected
as a semifinalist for California Teacher of the Year in 2008.
Afterwards I served as an assistant principal at Pioneer Middle School for
two years, overseeing instructional programs and student discipline.
Most recently, for the past three years I was the principal of Robert
Heideman Elementary School. During that time we raised test scores and
became a Cotsen Art of Teaching School. I was also named Orange County
Administrator of the Year for “Valuing Diversity” by the Association of
California School Administrators, Region 17. These experiences ultimately
helped prepare me to lead and support Hewes Middle School as your principal.
Student achievement is ignited through a rigorous curriculum, engaging
teaching strategies, and the use of technology to maximize learning. We hope
to lead our students towards becoming technologically savvy 21st-century
learners, as well as creative problem solvers ready to thrive in an ever-changing
world.
With great excitement, I look forward to an outstanding year at Hewes!
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Robert Heideman Elementary School
15571 Williams St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7521

The Road Ahead
I have the privilege of starting the 2014–2015 school year as
the new principal of Heideman Elementary. I know that Heideman
is a special school, with deep roots in the community it serves.
As Heideman’s new administrator I plan on continuing to nurture
and build on all of its past success.
In my 17 years as an educator I have served as a teacher, a
mentor
teacher, and an assistant principal. I will do my best to
Sean Lindsay
use all of my knowledge and experience to serve the Heideman
Principal
community and TUSD.
Heideman’s former principal, Eric Killian, is now the principal at Hewes
Middle School. I must acknowledge the enormous contributions he made during
his three years at Heideman. He led the school’s tremendously talented teachers
and staff to new heights.

Heideman welcomes all learners who walk through its doors.

Heideman has a very exciting school year ahead. Among other things,
we will continue to integrate technology into classroom learning. We will
also continue to grow strong readers and writers by implementing a reading
workshop to complement our writing workshop. And we will continue to deepen
the ways in which our parents and the community can strengthen our culture
of learning.
The road ahead is exciting indeed!

Hicks Canyon Elementary School
3817 Viewpark Ave., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1878

Ripple Kids Making an Impact
Hicks Canyon Elementary students are not only caring toward
their peers here at school, but they are showing that they care
about others within their community and around the globe. A few
examples of compassion demonstrated by Hicks Canyon students
are our Ripple Kids projects for Stop Hunger Now and Free
Wheelchair Mission, and a large donation of school supplies made
Cindy Agopian to another TUSD school.
Ripple Kids is a nonprofit organization dedicated to inspiring
Principal
and empowering kids to take action in their communities. The
name Ripple Kids comes from the idea that if one kid does something positive
in her community, it will inspire someone else to do something, and so on and
so on and so on. And, boy, have we seen the ripple effect at Hicks Canyon.

6 Weeks

$99
for

with free uniform
*New students only

Our Martial Arts
Program can help
build:

• Respect
• Confidence
• Perseverance
• And Better Grades!!

We guarantee your child’s
improvement!

Yong-In Martial Arts
110 Irvine Blvd., Tustin, CA 92780
(In Tustin Heights Plaza, next to Ralphs)

Home Work Club
Safe • Structured • Academic • Loving Environment

AFTER SCHOOL HOMEWORK CLUB
Celebrating 15 years in Tustin

Pick Up from
School

• After school pickup
• Assistance with homework

• Tutoring
• Organized games

“Randi’s Homework Club is like a grandmother
providing a safe environment and great homework
instruction. A special place for kids to grow socially
and academically.” –Al Murray, Mayor of Tustin

In Home Care

Please contact us for more information

714-606-4920
714-606-4320 • Randi Bernstein • RandiBernstein@cox.net

15 Years Experience

Licensed / Insured

Many Girl Scout alumnae name

teamwork amongst the most
valuable skills gained through

Girl Scouting as well as having the
opportunity to try new things.

Girl Scout alumnae have...
higher perceptions of self,
higher rates of volunteerism
and civic engagement,
higher rates of college
education,
and higher household
incomes

... than non-Girl Scout alumnae.*

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Call 800.979.9444 or visit GirlScoutsOC.org/join

All girls (grades K-12) can start the experience of a lifetime--Join Today!
*Source: Girl Scouts Research Institute, 2012 Alumnae Impact Study

September / October 2014
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Browning Avenue Tutoring
k
wee
s a :00 pm
y
a
8
7 d m to
p
1:00

“A Gifted Education For Every Child”

Is your child struggling in school?
We emphasize early reading & math skills.
Personal tutoring for Pre K through Elementary
in the following subjects:
• Math
• Language
• Science

• Social Studies
• Spanish

One-on-one classes conducted by excellent teachers
with over 25 years of experience.

(949) 240-7271 or (714) 835-0229
12922 Browning Ave, Santa Ana, CA 92705

(Walking distance from Tustin Memorial Academy)

FUN
Halloween Word Search Contest
Rules!!!

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put TUSD in subject line)
Entries must be received by October 15, 2014
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

BLACK CAT
CANDY
CARVE
CEMETERY
COSTUME
DECORATIONS
FRANKENSTEIN
FRIGHTFUL

GHOST
GHOUL
GRAVE
HAUNTED HOUSE
HALLOWEEN
JACK O LANTERN
MUMMY
SKELETON

SPIDER
SWAMP CREATURE
TRICK OR TREAT
VAMPIRE
WEB
WEREWOLF
WITCH
ZOMBIE

Congratulations to Kanako Suzuki
Winner of the June Word Search Contest!
Our Contests are courtesy of Barkate Orthodontics
10
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Note-ables

Singing Our Way Through
This collection’s subtitle is Songs for the World’s Bravest
Kids; although the CD is inspired by children with serious
illnesses, it provides a bridge for other children as well as adults
to understand what these young people go through in their battle
for recovery. The adults in their lives have to be brave as well, so
this collection is for them, too.
Musician/songwriter Alastair Moock sat down with his guitar
and began writing songs as a way of dealing with his daughter
Kate Karp
Clio’s leukemia diagnosis—she’s doing well, by the way. As Clio
started to feel better, she sang and wrote along with Moock. The result is this
tuneful collection, with musical accompaniment as evocative as the lyrics, and
lyrics as true as the spirit behind them.
Singing Our Way opens with “I Am the Light,” a spoken-word poem that, if
it doesn’t put a lump in your throat, will have you listening in awestruck silence
about “this cancer, an unwanted trip that I didn’t sign up for and I’d rather
have skipped.” Onward the CD goes in a tone that’s anything but mournful. In
“When I Get Bald,” a child relishes comparing heads with Dad, whose own hair
has gone the same way, and “B-R-A-V-E,” a zest-filled rap tune to put fear in
Fear itself. “I’m a Little Monkey” is one of the cheerful tunes composed by Clio
and Moock, “Home When I Hold You” features Mom and Dad crooning a lullaby
to ease nighttime dread, and “Take Care of Your Grownups” sings about how
much tough work goes into being a parent. That’s especially true in situations
like this—parents need to be brave, too.
Singing Our Way Through is a wonderful resource for teachers, parents and,
of course, children coping with illness. For more resources for patients and the
people who love them, visit the CD website at www.singingourway.com.
Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

(714) 731-1700
13011 Newport Ave. #106
Tustin, CA 92780

www.mathnasium.com/tustin
tustin@mathnasium.com

Leap into our
Fall Season!
Lovett D
Dance Center
Center

Training for the pre-professional
dance student

Lovett Dance Center is now taking enrollment
for our 2014-2015 season. Ages 3-Adult
Free registration with this ad!

Youth America Grand Prix Regional Awards
OUTSTANDING TEACHER: 2007, 2013, 2014
OUTSTANDING CHOREOGRAPHER: 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012
OUTSTANDING SCHOOL: 2011, 2012

www.LovettDanceCenter.com
106 West First Street, Tustin, CA 92780
(714) 508-7833
Covering the Tustin Unified School District
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Orange County Department of Education
200 Kalmus Drive, Costa Mesa CA 92628 • 714/966-4000 • www.ocde.us

Partnership Prepares Students
History Made Easy!

Museum-like setting makes learning history easy.

World Geography • American History • World History
Government • Economics

Grades 4th – 12th
Public/Private Schools
Homeschoolers

Orange County is a diverse and dynamic region with the
human and economic resources necessary to lead the nation in
college and career readiness and success. The California Career
Pathways Trust grant can significantly contribute to this vision.
The California Department of Education has awarded the Orange
County Career Pathways Partnership (OCCPP) a $15 million
California Career Pathways Trust grant to create a countywide
infrastructure to expand career pathways for students from
Dr. Al Mijares
kindergarten through college. Led by the Orange County
Superintendent
Department of Education (OCDE) and Saddleback College,
OCCPP is one of twelve recipients awarded a $15 million grant and represents
the largest regional consortium in the state.
Orange County school districts, institutions of higher education, businesses,
and community partners will make up this regional consortium to ensure that
our students have the opportunity to explore their interests and participate in
career pathways of their choosing. OCCPP will make career pathway programs
accessible to Orange County students from all academic, socio-economic,
and achievement levels ranging from Gifted and Talented Education (GATE)
students, to alternative education students, foster youth, and students with
physical and learning disabilities. OCCPP will provide courses and learning
experiences that produce competent graduates capable of securing high-skill,
high-wage jobs.
Students will participate in career exploration and on-the-job training that
prepares them to earn certificates, associate degrees, baccalaureate degrees,
and advanced degrees in three target sectors: Health Care/Biotechnology;
Engineering/Advanced Manufacturing and Design; and Information
Communication Technology/Digital Media. The same skills necessary to
navigate a college degree are required to be successful in career technical
education. Students will need to master subjects at the same rigorous level
of abstraction and understanding as those entering a traditional university
system. These programs will also align career courses with rigorous science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), California Academic
Standards, and Career Technical Education Model Standards that provide realworld application of career concepts, linking the content to industry needs.
OCCPP will build career pathway partnerships among employers, schools,
and colleges and improve the transition into post-secondary studies and
career preparation. This initiative will develop a countywide infrastructure to
prepare Orange County students for the 21st century workplace, support them
in reaching their personal career goals, and equip them to lead the nation in
college and career readiness and success.
For more information, visit www.ocde.us/EdTech.

Hands-on Learning
One-on-One or Groups

Don’t forget
to enter the
online contest!

By Appointment • (562) 852-5242
225 Main Street, Seal Beach

www.TargetedHistoryTutoring.com
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Happy Halloween

Hillview High School
15400 Lansdowne Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7356

Giving His All for Students and Families
It has been a true honor to serve the students in the Tustin
Unified School District for the past 27 years. I have been
fortunate to work with so many wonderful people at each job who
have had such a positive influence on me.
I started teaching physical education and English at Currie
Middle School in 1988. In 1992, I moved to Tustin High School as
Tim O’Donoghue a health teacher and the head varsity baseball coach. In 1993, the
Tiller baseball team captured the CIF Championship and finished
Principal
the season ranked number one in California!
After four years as head coach, I decided to become a school administrator.
I served as an assistant principal at Tustin High and Robert Heideman
Elementary School before becoming principal at Columbus Tustin Middle
School from 2002 to 2006.
I have enjoyed all of my assignments, but serving as principal at Hillview for
the past eight years has had a special place in my heart. I am humbled to work
with such a great staff that is dedicated to giving children a second chance.
Hillview is a “magical place,” and I think that anyone who has ever spent time
on our campus would agree.
When I am not in school, I enjoy jogging, reading, volunteering at church
and, of course, coaching youth football and baseball in Tustin. This fall marks
my 31st year of coaching the Tustin Cobras Youth Football team. Over the
years, it has been a privilege to work with so many families in the community.

Ladera Elementary School
2515 Rawlings Way, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7505

Preparing Students for the Future
While the first day of January is celebrated as the beginning of
the New Year, it really begins the day after Labor Day!
September is eagerly anticipated as a clean slate. The new
school year is greeted with zeal, and the air is heavy with
anticipation: new teachers, grades and friendships await. This
is always accompanied by “resolutions” of homework completion
and good grades from students.
Derek Pinto
September also means a continuation of the strong educational
Principal
practices of the previous year. At Ladera, we are continuing the
work of delivering quality instruction at our students’ ability levels, and have
intensified the use of technology. These “best practices” have resulted in Ladera
receiving a California Distinguished School award.

State Superintendent Tom Torlakson, Ladera teacher Theresa Goldenberg, Principal Derek Pinto,
TUSD Superintendent Gregory Franklin and Orange County Superintendent Al Mijares attend the
California Distinguished School ceremony.

In 2014–2015 we will continue to engage our students, exceed rigorous
standards, and use technology to support initiatives. We will maintain a high
quality of education, prepare our students for their future, and deliver on the
promise of the New Year.
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

C.C. Lambert Elementary School
1151 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7457

Daily Quest to Learn and Grow
There are so many new things at Lambert Elementary School
this school year, and we are very excited about each one! We
are most excited to be supported by the Cotsen Foundation,
which truly believes in making great teachers into unforgettable
teachers. With their support, seven teachers will be participating
in professional development and coaching throughout two years
to improve their craft in specific areas they are already strong in.
Deanna Parks
This is an incredible opportunity for our teachers, students and
Principal
learning community.
We have three new teachers on our staff. Eunice Tasser teaches first grade,
Jennifer Bruckler teaches fourth grade, and Sherry Davis has joined our fifthgrade team. Leslie Durham from Heideman Elementary School joined us as a
Special Day Class teacher, and we are excited for the support of our language
arts Teacher On Special Assignment (TOSA), Annette Stankovich, to help
coach our teachers. We are thankful for all they bring to help us on our daily
quest to learn and grow.
Over the summer, Lambert got a new roof and the English Learner Center
joined our campus, which kept the Maintenance and Operations Department
and our custodians very busy. This summer 100 percent of our teaching staff
attended three days of professional development to increase rigor in our
classrooms through Balanced Literacy. Each of the components of Balanced
Literacy will help us meet the needs of our students and increase success levels.
With such incredible support, this year will truly be remarkable!

Loma Vista Elementary School
13822 Prospect Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7528

Together We Can do Great Things!
The Loma Vista Elementary School Cougars are excited
about the new school year. We are proud to say that 2014–2015
launches our first year as a Ripple Kids school. In June, students
and community
members
participated in
the Ripple Kids in
Katy Sheyka
Action Summer
Principal
Challenge event,
where they took advantage
of opportunities to help their
community in different ways.
The nonprofit Ripple Kids seeks
to inspire students, showing
them how to be a wave of change
in society.
This summer, several Loma
Vista Cougars took the Ripple
Kids Summer Challenge,
volunteering their time and
talents to make a difference.
Nathan, Lindsey and Madeline
Feher raised over $130 for
orphans by selling brownies
and lemonade, in addition to
donating toys, books, clothes
and puzzles to various charities.
Our students are looming for
Max Love, cleaning up our
local beaches, and more. Visit
ripplekids.com to join the Loma
Vista Ripple Kids team. Together
Parent Nathan Feher builds a skateboard
at a Ripple Kids event.
we can do incredible things!
September / October 2014
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Myford Elementary School
3181 Trevino Dr., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1875

Leading Student Academic Success
Rena Fairchild is thrilled to join the TUSD Team as the new
principal of Myford Elementary School. Since graduating from
UCLA, Mrs. Fairchild has served the students of Los Angeles
Unified School District for the past 20 years. She has extensive
background in Balanced Literacy having worked with Teachers
College, Columbia University for the past nine years. As a Cotsen
Rena Fairchild Foundation principal, she has also focused on Cognitively Guided
Instruction in math and infusing technology across all curricular
Principal
areas. Mrs. Fairchild knows the amazing work the Myford
community has done in supporting students and is looking forward to leading
and continuing the academic success for all!

Myford PTO Presidents Annie Shugarman and Lilia Fehrenbach stand in the school’s
new Technology Center purchased with PTO donations. Students and teachers
will continue meeting rigorous standards with the help of these computers.

Orchard Hills School
11555 Culver Dr., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/430-2078

Exit Interviews
The eighth-grade students at Orchard Hills School
participated in our second annual school exit interview program
in June. During this special event, we had 77 community leaders
from throughout Orange County volunteer their time to sit oneon-one with approximately three or four students for about 20 to
30 minutes each.
The purpose of the exit interview is to provide students with
Rich Montgomery
the
opportunity to showcase a collection of their best work, and
Principal
to highlight their accomplishments during their time at school. In
addition, students also described the progress they made toward the Expected
Schoolwide Learning Results.
Our community
leaders provided these
promoting eighth-graders
with positive feedback.
They also shared ideas
to help them become
successful, and offered
suggestions on how to
succeed in high school
and beyond.
I would like to thank
each of the interviewers
for their participation in
this event, and for the
overwhelming positive
feedback they shared
about our students and
Student Camryn Kardos shares her electronic portfolio
staff.
with TUSD Superintendent Gregory Franklin.
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W.R. Nelson Elementary School
14392 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7536

Creating 21st-Century Learners
It’s hard to believe summer is over, and Nelson Elementary
School is once again filled with the voices of children in the halls
and the classrooms. The 2014–2015 school year brought two
new programs to Nelson. Two new Transitional Kindergarten
classes came to Nelson with the addition of a.m. and p.m. classes.
Students must now be five by September 1 to enter kindergarten.
Transitional Kindergarten serves those four-year-olds with
John Laurich
birthdays falling between September and December. Additionally,
Principal
instrumental and vocal music are returning to Tustin Unified
School District schools in fourth and fifth grades. We are very excited about
the implementation of these programs and how they will help us to continually
improve the instructional program we offer our students.
Over the summer, our teachers attended a Balanced Literacy Institute
and training in a new math program. Both these programs focus on our
commitment to create 21st-century learners through collaboration and critical
thinking. As we move towards that goal this year, we are all in pursuit of our
mission statement, “We at W. R. Nelson will not rest until all student needs
are met through high expectations, communication and collaboration.” With
a strong home-school partnership, we are committed to a year of student
academic success. We invite the Nelson community to join us this year in our
many opportunities for involvement, such as Literacy Night, Math/Science
Night, Astronomy Night, Book Fair, Read Across America Day, Movie Nights
and School Carnival, just to name a few.

Peters Canyon Elementary School
26900 Peters Canyon Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7540

Blazing New Trails
Peters Canyon is now a California Distinguished School!
Staff highlighted two signature practices for the California
Department of Education that included Writing Workshop and
Response to Intervention, which played a role in earning this
distinct title.
Peters Canyon welcomes two transitional kindergarten classes
Brooke Carreras this year. Students with birthdates between Sept. 2 and Dec. 2
are eligible to enroll in transitional kindergarten, which provides
Principal
students an additional year of social/emotional readiness for
academic learning.
Lastly, Peters Canyon welcomes new principal, Brooke Carreras. Mrs. Carreras
is a resident of Tustin, and joins TUSD with 19 years of experience serving as
teacher, curriculum specialist, assistant principal and principal in Anaheim.
“I am very honored and humbled to serve the students, families, and
staff at Peters Canyon. Serving the community in which I live is an exciting
opportunity, and I look forward to a great year,”
Mrs. Carreras said.

Peters Canyon kindergarten and first grade students
celebrating Writer’s Workshop (site signature practice).

Pioneer Middle School

Red Hill Elementary School

2700 Pioneer Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7534

11911 Red Hill Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7543

Professional Learning Community
Preparing Pioneer students for 21st-century learning is a
primary focus for our Wildcats! Pioneer’s Professional Learning
Community is preparing for the full implementation of TUSD
Connect: rigorous standards, engaging strategies and integrated
technology. We are proud of our community of learners and
excited to see the results of the combined work of the students,
staff and parents.
Tracey
Pioneer is also very excited
Vander Hayden
Principal
to welcome new assistant
principal Troy Fresch.
Mr. Fresch is a former teacher at Currie
Middle School and Beckman High School.
Previously, he was the assistant principal at
Tustin High School, and before that, he was
Beckman’s activities director. Mr. Fresch
has a wealth of experience teaching at both
the middle school and the high school.
His skills and pedagogy of teaching were
acknowledged by his peers when he was
selected as Beckman’s Teacher of the Year
in 2011.
Troy Fresch is ready to serve as
Pioneer’s new assistant principal.

Tustin High School
1171 El Camino Real, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7414

Balanced Literacy
As we enter into the 2014–15 school year, our staff is
developing a balance of instruction for our students in the area
of literacy. Balanced literacy focuses on shared and interactive
reading and writing as well as word work to cultivate our readers.
For the past two years, the Red Hill staff has developed the
writing abilities of our students through Writers Workshop and
Will Neddersen will now start to introduce elements of Readers Workshop this
year.
Principal
This
year, our staff is attending
professional development
to develop instructional
strategies that infuse more
authentic reading into
their classrooms. Students
will be exposed to various
literary genres to develop
their reading skills and
appreciation of literature.
Red Hill wants to wish
Mrs. Scherzer a happy
retirement. Thank you
to Mrs. Scherzer for her
three years of dedication
to students at Red Hill as
well as the many other
years supporting students
throughout our district.
Students diving into an informational text.

T-Tech Academy Students Intern
The Tustin High School T-Tech Academy of Technology
and Engineering is a four-year program where science, math
and technology come to life. Our T-Tech students experience a
wide range of hands-on technology and engineering curricula,
including robotics, electronics, materials science, alternative
energy, CAD design, 3D printing, and electric vehicle design.
This summer, six engineering students from T-Tech spent
Christine Matos
two months as engineering interns at a local aircraft company in
Principal
Huntington Beach. After a competitive application process, each
student was selected by an interview panel to become a part of their exclusive
summer internship program.
Only 60 students
from Orange County
got to spend their
summer vacations
immersed in the
fields of engineering,
aerospace, computer
science, chemistry,
physics, materials
science and more.
Charlene Shong,
the program’s
only senior, was
brought back for
a second year to
help the company
run its internship
program. She will
be attending UC
Berkeley in the fall
to study mechanical
Tustin High Boeing Interns:
engineering.
Charlene Shong, Salvador Alvizar, Omid Zargham
Sean McMillin, Amol Singhal, Samantha Landis.
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Jeane Thorman Elementary School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7364

Mr. Fineberg is excited to lead the Currie/Thorman staff
as they continue to build upon their success.
Please see A. G. Currie Middle School for Mr. Fineberg’s
article.
Erick Fineberg
Principal

For a matter as serious
as drivers education
you only want the best

Sign Up Now
for our
Back to School
Special!

Since 1997 DMV Lic. #3483
Se Habla Español

Online driver education courses
Ask about our group discount
SANTA ANA
714-973-6369
1621 E 17th St N

MISSION VIEJO
949-682-6227

28752 Marguerite Pkwy #12

gncdrivingschool.com
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Tustin Memorial Academy
12712 Browning Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7546

Exemplary Programs
Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson awarded
Tustin Memorial Academy the designation of Exemplary School
in Physical Education and Nutrition, one of only 17 schools
statewide to receive this honor. Factors contributing to the award
included on-going dedication to physical education and hands-on
nutrition learning.
TMA is home to an outdoor classroom by way of the Organic
Wendy Hudson
Children’s Garden and Nature Center. This expanse of land
Principal
produces grapes, strawberries, citrus, herbs, carrots, spinach,
kale, seasonal fruits, and vegetables. Every student maintains a hand in caring
for and sustaining the crops. Parent volunteers operate a weekly on-campus
farmers market which features fruits and vegetables supplied by the students’
planting, maintaining, and harvesting efforts.
We believe the promotion of nutrition, health and fitness will have farreaching benefits for our students and families. We are committed to making
sure our students are physically, socially, emotionally and intellectually
prepared to succeed in school and beyond!

Fourth grade backpacks are overflowing with fresh vegetables from the TMA garden.

Tustin Ranch Elementary School
12950 Robinson Dr., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7580

Ready to Connect!
Teachers at Tustin Ranch Elementary School are ready for
another exciting year of learning. We look forward to connecting
with our students and their families at our Back-to-School Bash
and Back-to-School Night. Teachers are ready to continue the
Tustin Unified School District (TUSD) legacy of excellence and
our TUSD Connect initiative, as 100 percent of staff attended
summer professional development classes. Classes included unit
Tracy Barquer
planning for English language arts and training on our newlyPrincipal
adopted mathematics materials.
School-wide, we are
energized and ready to
utilize rigorous standards
with engaging strategies
supported by technology
in every classroom. We are
pleased to welcome a new
digital learning coach, Jessica
Bodas, who will support the
integration of technology in
content-area lessons along
with last year’s lead teachers.
The 2014–2015 school year
promises to be full of new
friends, fun and learning.
Tustin Ranch teachers are
committed to maintaining
our California Distinguished
Technology Lead Teachers: Wendy Verrall, Kristin Huff,
School status. Go, Cool
and Linda Chaplin are set for a new year
Coyotes!

Use Coupon

SCHOOL

For Special Pricing

Sick of Dirty, Smelly Trash Cans?
Your Solution is Here!

Wheelie Spotless
Trash Can Cleaning Service

Cleaned ~ Sterilized ~ Deodorized
Call Now for your SCHOOL Special

www.wheeliespotless.com
855.wheelie - 855.943.3543

FIRST
COMPLETE OUTFIT

BEFORE
FREE SHIPPING &
EXCHANGES!

AFTER

Please see our
ad on page 5.
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C.E. Utt Middle School
13601 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7573

Exciting Times Lie Ahead
The 2014–2015 school year promises to be an exciting one at
Utt Middle School. This summer, Utt teachers attended a variety
of professional development focused on increasing student
rigor and student engagement. Trainings include the intensive
three-day Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID)
training, Project-Based Learning, Write From the Beginning and
Dean Jennings educational technology trainings. In addition, our custodial team
and Maintenance and Operations Department have revamped our
Principal
multipurpose room with new linoleum floors, a refinished stage
and new paint in our school colors. The school community will certainly enjoy
our renewed multipurpose room for years!
This fall, Utt will be
adding art and video
production classes into
our course offerings.
Our Utt Falcons have
shown tremendous
enthusiasm for these new
electives. In addition,
Alden Weaver will take
on a new role as an
instructional literacy
coach. Mr. Weaver will
be working directly with
Utt teachers to increase
literacy, critical thinking
and student engagement.
Exciting times lie ahead!
Utt teacher Alden Weaver using the Inquiry Method.

Marjorie Veeh Elementary School
1701 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7544

Ready to Provide Quality Instruction
During the past summer, Veeh staff members were hard at
work preparing for the 2014-15 school year. Our third, fourth
and fifth grade teachers attended a science training presented
by the Orange County Department of Education, the University
of California, Irvine, and the Segerstrom Center for the Arts.
Participation in this training increased the teacher’s knowledge
Ryan Bollenbach of the new science standards. Teachers will be presenting
students with an enhanced science curriculum with Visual
Principal
and Performing Arts
activities and inquirybased science methods
which are valuable
teaching strategies,
especially for our
English Language
Learners. In addition to
the science training, all
teachers participated in
a three-day Balanced
Literacy Training
and several teachers
attended Gifted and
Talented Education
training. Veeh teachers
are ready to provide
the highest quality
academic instruction for
Veeh teachers, left to right, Deenean Vogel, Lauren Munroe, Katie
our students. It’s going
Cross and Amy Johnson in a science lab at UCI.
to be a great year!
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Dr. E
Call for your FREE initial consultation
State of the art digital technology

714-832-9151

• Evening hours to accommodate children
participating in after school sports
• Great incentive programs to keep
our patients motivated during treatment
• Flexible payment plans available
including no money down

1252 Irvine Blvd., Tustin, CA 92780

(Conveniently located near Lone Star Steak House)

www.tustinbraces.com
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Technology in TUSD Schools

Business Services

IT Preps Schools for Equipment

Construction in Full Swing

Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St.,Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 306

Crystal Turner
Assistant
Superintendent
Administrative
Services

While our students and teachers were away for the summer,
Administrative Services, which includes Instructional
Technology (IT), has been hard at work prepping schools
for the fall. Every single classroom’s audio/video equipment,
including interactive white boards, Apple TV or Miracast, voice
amplification and teachers computers, was tested, repaired and
readied for students. Additionally, the high school 1:1 devices are
ready for deployment in September. Approximately 7,600 Toshiba
Porteges have been imaged and sent to high schoolers, and
11,000 iPads are ready for redeployment in kindergarten through
eighth grades. TUSD technology is ready for students!

TUSD’s IT staff hard at work preparing laptops for high school students.

Educational Services

Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St.,Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 309

TUSD Signature Practices
The Tustin Unified School District continues to implement
the Common Core through continued/sustained professional
development for teachers and administrators for the site
signature practice, with a new focus on literacy district-wide and
the Tustin Unified School District (TUSD) Connect initiative. All
of our teachers had the exciting opportunity through the use of
the Common Core State Standards funding to attend an intensive
Kathie Nielsen three-day Common Core Summer Institute. Two days were
focused learning, and one day was dedicated to planning and
Chief Academic
collaboration for all participating teachers.
Officer
Elementary teachers were taken through a three-day study
of Balanced Literacy and Reading Workshop, which will support authentic
teaching of reading to meet the rigor and learning goals of the Common Core.
Secondary teachers explored the topic of literacy across the curriculum. This
workshop also covered several proven teaching strategies for success with
the Common Core in any subject matter area. Tustin Unified’s Teachers On
Special Assignment (TOSAs) and teacher leaders will provide coaching, as
well as leadership, in the areas of professional development and curriculum
development throughout this school year.
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Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St.,Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 302

Modernization of the science labs at Hewes Middle School and the
300 building (social science classes) at Tustin High School are
progressing well and on schedule for completion in late August.
Each project entails the full renovation of five classrooms with
new utilities, flooring, lighting, ceilings, drywall, paint, windows,
furniture, and state of the art technology. Construction on the
Beckman Humanities Building is underway with site demolition,
Anthony Soria grading and underground utility work complete – steel assembly
will begin this fall. This project is on track for completion next
Chief Financial
spring and will open for student and staff use at the start of the
Officer
2015-16 school year.
The Maintenance
Department is
also overseeing
subcontractors and/
or directly working
on completing
many projects
outside of the major
building program.
The projects are
being completed
using deferred
maintenance/
facilities funding
and include: asphalt,
flooring, painting,
mechanical and
Crew completes concrete work around the
roofing upgrades at
300 building at Tustin High School.
various sites.

Nutrition Services

Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St.,Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 342

The Meatless Monday Movement
Numerous school districts, colleges, restaurants, communities
and hospitals have joined Meatless Monday to help people reduce
their meat consumption by 15 percent and improve personal
health. On average, Americans consume eight ounces of meat per
day, which is 45 percent more than the USDA recommends. Going
meatless once a week can reduce the risk of chronic conditions
like cancer, cardiovascular disease, diabetes and obesity.
On Mondays, the elementary and middle schools will be
Teresa Squibb
100
percent meatless, and the high schools will feature many
Director
meatless dishes. Some of these new feature items are homemade
chili with quinoa, spaghetti with “beyond beef” and Texas toast, cheese
enchiladas, and much more. Meatless Monday supports the district’s goal of
ensuring that our students are nutritionally fed so that they can focus on their
achievement.
Nutrition Services will continue to waive the reduced meals co-pay! All
students who qualify for the reduced lunch will receive all of their meals at no
charge. The meals include a choice of entree, fresh fruits, fresh vegetables and
milk. The elementary school prices are $1.75 for breakfast and $2.75 for lunch.
The middle and high school meals are $2 for breakfast and $3 for lunch.
We also have a new online provider for parents called MySchoolBucks.com.
This service allows parents to prepay their children’s lunches ahead of time,
and also monitor their child’s purchases at school. The service has a mobile app
available for Apple, Android and Windows devices.

Tustin Public Schools Foundation

TPSF 25th • From Page 1

training. We called together a strong group
of dedicated people from across the school
district who enthusiastically said ‘yes’ to
forming a foundation and going after outside
money for our teachers.”
The Foundation has now donated
almost $4 million to TUSD for tutors in the
Advancement Via Individual Determination
(AVID) program, books for school libraries,
middle school sports, Smart boards, music
and for classroom and schoolwide grants in
just about every subject. The Foundation also
offers programs such as the Teacher of the Year Dinner, Dinosaur Dash, Young
Americans Performing Arts Camp and Tustin Summer Academy.
The Foundation will host the State of the Schools breakfast on Monday,
September 22, featuring Superintendent Dr. Gregory Franklin. The community
is invited to hear about how Tustin Unified is leading learning through the TUSD
Connect initiative, rigorous curriculum and new technology in the classroom.
The signature event
for the Foundation is the
Dinosaur Dash, which
will be held Sunday,
November 2 at The
Market Place Shopping
Center. Linda Jennings
recalls that for the first
Dinosaur Dash in 1990,
“the temperature was
in the 40’s and the wind
was blowing so hard our
balloon arch was flat on
the ground. But the race
TUSD students meet Dash Dino at last year’s
was a big success, with
TPSF Dinosaur Dash. This year’s event will be held
hundreds of runners,
Sunday, November 2 at the Market Place in Tustin.
earning $10,000 for
the Foundation.” The Dinosaur Dash has now grown to attract over 7,500
participants, raising $200,000 for Tustin Unified schools last year.
To celebrate the silver anniversary, the Foundation donated $25 iTunes gift
cards to each TUSD teacher, and has established an additional technology grant
fund of $2,500 for each school. The anniversary was celebrated at the inaugural
Golf Classic last spring, where funds were raised for scholarships for the Summer
Academy. Seventy students benefitted from those scholarships this summer.
“When I was an administrator in the school district, I saw first-hand how the
Foundation supports our schools,” stated TPSF President Margie Sepulveda. “Now
as president of the Foundation’s board, I have the pleasure of helping to further
our impact on student learning. One of our exciting new initiatives is to help TUSD
establish a middle school robotics league. Our pilot program this summer was so
much fun; we can’t wait to see what the students create this school year.”
For more information on the Foundation, visit www.tpsf.net.

150 El Camino Real, Suite 140, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/832-6299 • www.tpsf.net

State of the Schools Address
Dr. Gregory Franklin,
Superintendent of Tustin
Unified School District
(TUSD), will offer the “State
of the Schools” address at
the Foundation’s third State
of the Schools breakfast
on September 22 at Tustin
Carol Burby
High
School. Dr. Franklin
Garrett
will
share
how TUSD is
Executive Director
leading learning in the
next generation classroom. Tickets can be
purchased at www.tpsf.net.
Run, run, run or ride, ride ride at the
Dinosaur Dash on November 2 at The
Market Place. Challenge friends and family
to join you for a fun day. Help your school
win the coveted Dinosaur Dash trophy for
the most participation.
Info at dinosaurdash.net.

The Dinosaur Dash is fun for all ages.

Digital Learning Grant • From Page 1

approval so we can provide a 21st century education to our students, and this
complements that effort.”
The Irvine Company and the Donald Bren Foundation have a long history of
consistent, generous and passionate support of education in the school districts
located on The Irvine Ranch. They have invested more than $200 million
supporting students, teachers, principals, individual schools, school districts,
universities and university scholars on The Irvine Ranch. The Irvine Company’s
innovative education philanthropy, public policy initiatives and comprehensive
planning have helped create and sustain some of the most successful and
highly recognized school districts in the State of California.

Mark Eliot
Director of Communications & Public Information
300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • (714) 730-7339

For the latest news
and information,
visit the TUSD Web site:
www.tustin.k12.ca.us

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Follow us on Twitter:
@TUSDschools and
@SuptFranklin
“Like” us on Facebook:
TUSDschools

Orchard Hills students work on various projects with their new iPads in the classroom.

“The Irvine Company and Tustin Unified School District have enjoyed a long
partnership for many decades,” said Robin Leftwich, Vice President, Irvine
Company. “Planning for and providing quality public education has been an
integral part of our master planning, and this gift is the latest example as it will
address the most important programmatic issue these schools face in the 21st
century classroom.”
September / October 2014
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Barkate Orthodontics Proudly Supports
Our Local Schools and Dedicated Teachers!

Newport Beach

2131 Westcliff Drive, Suite 200
Newport Beach, CA 92660

(949) 722-9010

Ladera Ranch

800 Coporate Drive, Suite 260
Ladera Ranch, CA 92694

(949) 365-0700

San Clemente

1031 Avenida Pico, Suite 202
San Clemente, CA 92673

(949) 481-8900

