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Superintendent

In Touch
with TUSD—
Tustin Unified
Continues To Pick
Up STEAM

The Tustin Unified
School District
continues continues
Gregory A.
Franklin, Ed. D. to be firmly in the
driver’s seat in the
areas of Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics
(otherwise known as STEAM) as
well as Career Technical Education.
The District has excelled in these
areas thanks to many outstanding
staff members who are willing to
continue learning and evolving as
educators. The passage of Measure
“S” also shows that we have a
forward thinking community that
understands the need to give
our students every competitive
advantage available before they enter
the global job market.
Thanks to classroom
enhancements provided by Measure
“S” we are well on our way to
providing crucial educational
advantages for students. Just this
year we were able to increase
the number of pre-engineering
course offerings in each of our
middle schools. These critical
thinking and problem-solving
courses provide a solid foundation
for students before they enter our
high school STEAM programs. We
have purchased professional grade
computer technology and software
that allows students to build digital
portfolios and produce final products
similar to what would be expected
throughout the work world. Our
engineering academies were also
able to acquire industry standard
fabrication equipment to supplement
their flourishing programs. In
addition, there is an ongoing effort
to introduce “Pathways” at each
high school. These pathways or
See Superintendent • Page 14
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California Milken Educator Award

Pioneer Principal Tracey Vander Hayden, Orange County Superintendent of Schools Dr. Al Mijares,
TUSD Superintendent Dr. Gregory Franklin, State Superintendent of Schools Tom Torlakson,
Pioneer teacher Jennifer Smith, Board Members Francine Scinto, James Laird and Jonathan Abelove,
and Milken Educator Award chair and co-founder Lowell Milken display $25,000 check.

By Mark Eliot
Director of Communications
Jennifer Smith, science and
Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math (STEM) teacher at Pioneer
Middle School, was named the
2013 California Milken Educator
Award winner by the Milken Family
Foundation. One of education’s
most prestigious recognitions, the
Milken Educator Award comes with
a no-strings-attached cash prize of
$25,000.
Smith was surprised and honored
by Chairman and Co-Founder Lowell
Milken in front of more than 1,300
students and colleagues during
a school assembly on November
20. Special guests included State
Superintendent of Public Instruction
Tom Torlakson and Orange County
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Al
Mijares.
See TUSD Teacher • Page 15

It’s Music to Their Ears!

By Mark Eliot, Director of Communications
Columbus Tustin Middle School and Tustin High
School have received over $14,000 worth of music
instruments, cases, equipment and supplies from the
Philharmonic Society of Orange County. The items
were donated to encourage music education in the
schools and help supplement and build the schools’
band and orchestra programs.
The Philharmonic Society donated $3,200 worth of
instruments and music supplies to Columbus Tustin
School. The school received alto and tenor saxophones
and cases, replacement cases for other instruments,
string and woodwind supplies, and percussion
equipment.
Columbus Tustin students, from left, Jonathan Vigoa, Eric Candias,
Philharmonic Society also provided nearly $11,000 Harry Martin, Davis Learner and Esteban Rios show the new music instruments
worth of instruments to Tustin High. They included a
as Instrumental Music Director Jeannine Flores looks on.
french horn, a tuba, two cellos, three violas, strings,
The Philharmonic Town & Country Committee holds
bows, cases and other music supplies.
fundraisers
to support music programs in the schools.
Overall, the Philharmonic Society donated music items
Its
members
serve as ushers at the Philharmonic’s
to eight schools in Orange County. Columbus Tustin was
second-grade
Disneyland Band and fifth-grade youth
one of seven middle schools and Tustin High was the only
concerts.
Volunteers
also present the Music Mobile
high school to receive the items.
program
at
TUSD
elementary
schools where thirdFunding came from Philharmonic Society’s Town
graders
learn
about
a
symphony
orchestra and its musical
& Country Committee and “Strike Up the Band” youth
instruments.
education program.
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This is our 10th year publishing
School News covering the TUSD. I
will never forget the day I met Mark
Eliot, Director of Communications.
He is the most genuine, positive
person and unwavering in his
support of TUSD. I look forward to 10
more year!
Speaking of anniversary’s,
congratulations to the Tustin Public
Schools Foundation celebrating 25
years supporting all of the schools in
the TUSD.
Our next issue is April 3rd. It
seems like we just welcomed the
New Year and it is almost time for
Spring Break!
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Tustin Public Schools Foundation
150 El Camino Real, Suite 140, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/832-6299 • www.tpsf.net

Anniversary Celebration
This year the Tustin Public Schools
Foundation (TPSF) is celebrating its 25th
anniversary! The foundation has proudly
been supporting all the schools in the Tustin
Unified School District (TUSD) since 1989.
Through the years, the programs and support the foundation
offers have grown. We now provide support through our many
Teacher and Classroom Grants, Library Grants, Music Program
Carol Burby
Grants, college preparatory tutors through Advancement Via
Garrett
Executive Director Individual Determination (AVID), Save Our Sports supporting
middle school after-school sports, Summer Academy Program,
Teacher of the Year Dinner, Dinosaur Dash and much more.
In honor of our anniversary, we are planning our first-ever golf classic at the
beautiful Tustin Ranch Golf Course on May 15, 2014. We are looking for people
and businesses who might like to partner with us in celebrating the success of
TPSF and TUSD. We will be having a shotgun start for the golf tournament at
11:30 a.m. and a celebration dinner and auction that evening. Come join the fun!
For more information visit the foundation’s Web site at www.tpsf.net.

Please see our ad on the back page.

explore.
experience.
expand.

Become a K–12 Teacher
Earn your preliminary credential in just 1 year! Choose from
our Single Subject, Multiple Subject, or Education Specialist Intern
Credential Programs.
Extension offers:
• Convenient online classes
• Fast-track option for qualified candidates
• Competitive tuition & financial aid available
• A rigorous curriculum taught by expert
professionals in the education field
Visit uclaextension.edu/snTeach or contact
Miriam Sims at (310) 825-0095 for more info.
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Arroyo Elementary School
11112 Coronel Rd., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7381

Learning in the Library
A wonderful parent committee at Arroyo Elementary School,
led by parent volunteer Dr. Alison Posner, has been working
tirelessly to make improvements to Arroyo’s library. One of the
greatest changes has been the addition of weekly clubs during
lunchtime recess. Every Monday, interested students in first
through fifth grades are invited to attend Library Lunch Bunch.
At the Brown Bag Book Club, students read a highlighted
Maggie Villegas
picture book and respond to high-level comprehension questions
Principal
on a paper lunch bag. This is their ticket into the club, which
is filled with popcorn that students enjoy as they share their responses. At
Poetry Club, students listen to, write, and respond to poetry, and their poems
are displayed on
our beautiful Poet
Tree. The Read-toArt program allows
students to engage in
open-ended creative
experiences that
connect art and
reading.
Turnout has been
amazing, drawing 30
to 80 students each
Monday. We look
forward to continued
Library Lunch Bunch
fun throughout the
Students enjoying instruction from parent volunteer Melissa Weiss remainder of the
as they get ready to create their own books.
year!

Arnold O. Beckman High School
3588 Bryan Ave., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-2900

Blu Cru in Action!
The Beckman Blu Cru is a school-spirit program designed
to support the Patriot athletic teams, performing groups
and the general student body. The Blu Cru consists of our
school community supporters—students, staff, parents and
community—who attend school events. A Blu Cru event can be a
water polo game during which the marching band plays standing
in the shallow end of the pool, a football game in which all
Adele Heuer
students wearing a Beckman shirt are invited to a free tailgate,
Principal
or food trucks before Report Card Night. The goal is to encourage
attendance at school events and increase school pride and spirit. School colors
are often used in a Tru Blu fashion, a “white-out” or to signify Red Nation.
Whatever the event, it is guaranteed to be engaging and fun, so look for the
next Blu Cru event!

Beckman Patriot Marching Band perform at a Blu Cru event for boy’s water polo.

Barbara Benson Elementary School
12712 Elizabeth Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7531

Live Out Loud
Our yearbook and student council joined forces to create the
first-ever Benson Yearbook Karaoke Dance Party!
At the beginning of the year, the students who were elected
for last fall’s student council chose the yearbook theme of “Live
Out Loud.” Taking it to the next level, the council then built this
fun, innovative and interactive activity around their theme.
On the day of the much-anticipated event, the student body
Deena Vela
not
only danced to many of today’s trendy tunes, they were also
Principal
able to sing along in a lighthearted group karaoke. Four lucky
student council
members were
able to use our
new iPads to
capture all of
the excitement
through video and
snapshots. Their
images were later
uploaded and
saved for all to see
on the students’
Haiku Benson
Bear Web site.
Great job,
council! We look
forward to the
next Benson Bear
Student Council members Elijah Petty, Meghan Wislocki DeShields,
student event!

Ryan Ockey, Diego Acosta and Shannon Kelly prepare for the big event.
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Benjamin Beswick Elementary School

Columbus Tustin Middle School

1362 Mitchell Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7385

17952 Beneta Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7352

A Cotsen School

Students Take the Lead an Anti-Bullying Program

Beswick Elementary School was identified as a Cotsen School
in the spring of 2013, much to the delight of the entire staff.
Becoming one of 24 schools in the state of California to be chosen
as a participating school has been a tremendous honor and has
come with a number of incredibly valuable resources.
Mentors and fellows work together to improve instruction
through
a variety of observations and supports. Participating
Erick Fineberg
teachers have access to a variety of schools and teachers
Principal
throughout Tustin Unified School District (TUSD) and other
districts throughout Southern California. Participating teachers have up to five
days to observe
these models as
well as $1,000 each
to spend on their
classrooms annually
for materials or
conferences. The
Cotsen Foundation
for the Art of
Teaching and the
support provided by
the program have
brought tremendous
resources to our
teachers, and we
continue to elevate
our teaching and
Beswick’s Cotsen teachers Elizabeth Massey, Sarah Lyons,
learning.
Shanon Mariani, Gigi Pan, Nicole Eagan and Keelin O’Connell

The Associated Student Body (ASB)/Leadership class at
Columbus Tustin Middle School has been trained in the Orange
County Department of Education’s Peer Assistance Leadership
(PAL) program. This has been a key component to their
leadership role over the past three years under the guidance of
teacher Karen Minnie and counselor Beth Harding.
Last year, the leadership students received the county’s top
Dean Crow
PAL program award for the development of our anti-bullying
Principal
program. The students collaborated with leadership students
from Foothill High School to develop the program, which includes a series of
school-wide assemblies, weekly small-group support meetings for students who
have been bullied or perpetrated bullying, and peer conflict mediation sessions
facilitated by trained leadership students.
As a result of their efforts, the leadership students have been invited to
present their program at elementary schools and participate in mentoring
elementary leadership students. Our entire Bulldog family is very proud!

Are you looking for me for
the contest on page 17?

take a break for a photo op.

New Smile Dental
Smile!

You’re in good hands...
~ Our Values ~
Personalized Care • Precision and Excellence • Honesty and Integrity

WE LOVE
LOVE KIDS!
KIDS!
WE

At our office you will always
• Receive the thorough attention you deserve
• Understand the care you are getting
• Feel confident with our expertise

Yorba St.

Andrew E. Chu, DDS

22

17th Street

ort

Ave
.

55

Dr. Chu always provides the BEST dental care for
our family. We know we can always depend on a
friendly staff to make us feel welcome at every visit.
~Creg, Shanon, Carson, Olivia Reese, and Brooklyn

New
p

Northwestern University, Doctor of Dental Surgery
American Dental Association, California Dental Association

We would love to be the trusted dentist for your entire family
and develop a long-lasting relationship with you

Irvine Blvd.

5
(Between Marshalls & Lamppost Pizza)

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

(714) 544-2944 • 17381 17th Street • Tustin • www.DrAndrewChu.com
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A.G. Currie Middle School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7360

Learning ‘Beyond School Walls’
Currie Middle School has worked collaboratively with Big
Brothers/Big Sisters of Orange County to participate in the
Beyond School Walls Mentoring program. Seven sixth-grade
students participate in this unique opportunity to work with a
Big Brother or a Big Sister in their workplace and get a glimpse of
the corporate world.
The program began with a meet-and-greet in Currie’s
Christine Matos
multipurpose
room in October. In November, students
Principal
participated in a brief tour of a mortgage-lending company,
20 minutes of homework time with mentors and an introduction of financial
literacy. Other topics of study have included financial literacy and goal setting,
both personal and
educational. The
“Bigs” and “Littles”
also participate in
fun activities as well,
like a competitive
gingerbread-house
contest during the
holidays.
The students are
thoroughly enjoying
this fantastic
mentorship program,
and we all look
forward to a continued
partnership with the
Currie student Christian Rivera works on goal setting with his
Big Brothers/Big Sisters
Big Brother through the Beyond School Walls program.
of Orange County.
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Helen Estock Elementary School
14741 North. B St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7390

A Focus on Reading Excellence
Each afternoon, a team of volunteer tutors joins the Estock
After-School Connection/Think Together team to help provide
small-group reading support and instruction for 35 of our secondthrough fifth-grade Estock Eagles.
The Learning, Enrichment and Achievement Partners
Program (LEAP) is a unique, volunteer-driven program that has
been serving the Tustin community for over a decade. LEAP is a
Beth
cooperative
effort of the members of our community, Estock and
Rabel Blackman
Principal
Think Together.
The LEAP reading support program focuses on providing
high-quality reading intervention to struggling readers. Under the leadership
of a trained tutor, children work on using research-based strategies and
techniques that help
promote reading fluency
and comprehension.
A special emphasis
is placed on reading
nonfiction texts to build
vocabulary and subject
knowledge.
Estock Elementary
School is fortunate to
be in partnership with
the LEAP program.
Students in the program
have fallen in love with
reading, largely in part
Estock scholars get small group support in reading and literacy because of the dedication
from 16 volunteer teachers from the LEAP program.
of our volunteer team.

Foothill High School
19251 Dodge Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7464

Guin Foss Elementary School
18492 Vanderlip Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7552

Performing Arts Steal the Show
The Foothill High School Instrumental Music Program,
under the direction of George Waibel, just completed a highly
successful marching band season, culminating in participating in
the Whittier Downtown Association’s 60th Holiday Parade. The
participants were deemed the best units in the parade, with the
best individual performer in the drum major category awarded
Nick Stephany to Emmett Strozewski. The band was awarded the sweepstakes
trophy, while the color guard was given first place. The Foothill
Principal
High School Band and Color Guard wish to thank all the parents,
volunteers, and friends for their support and for helping to prepare them for all
their performances.
The Foothill choirs, under the direction of Chelsea Dehn, had a terrific and
moving winter concert. Foothill’s choral ensembles are among the best in the
nation, regularly representing Foothill at festivals and competitions across the
state. In February, the Madrigal Singers will present a concert at the American
Choral Director’s Association Convention. This is an exceptional honor that is
given to very few choirs and is achieved through a rigorous audition process.
Foothill’s Advanced Theater Arts (ATA) classes staged their fall play, “Ax of
Murder.” After two months of rigorous rehearsals, ATA was able to masterfully
create staging, blocking, set design, lighting, and make-up/costuming for this
production. Receiving recognition in the Orange County Register, and under
the direction of Jan Laurie-Russell, the play had four sold-out performances,
featuring incredible performances by Foothill’s very own up-and-coming
actors.

Robert Heideman Elementary School
15571 Williams St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7521

Think Pink Day
On the last Friday of each month, the student council
members at Guin Foss vote upon and sponsor our School Pride
Days. These monthly events allow our staff and student body to
show their school spirit. Everyone bonds together in recognition
of specific community partnerships or philanthropies, or simply
to have fun!
Some of the various Pride Days in the past have included
Kelly Fresch
a
“Wear
Green Day” for mitochondrial disease awareness,
Principal
Western Day, Healthy Heart Wear Red Day, and Pajama Day.
On Think Pink Day in October, the council members challenged each student
to participate and wear as much pink as possible in honor of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.
The students
in each grade
level showed
their school
spirit by
dressing from
head to toe
in pink. They
enjoyed having
an opportunity
for free dress
as well, and
seeing what
their peers
could put
Third-grade teachers Pamela Erickson and Beth Milkovich
together
share in the fun of Think Pink Day with primary students.
for fun!

Better Together
During a recent renovation of a garden on our campus for
an Eagle Scout project, Beckman High School student Kevin
Tsao extended the influence of his project further by inviting
our Heideman Elementary School Cub Scout Pack to join him in
the final planting stage. Kevin had already removed weeds and
previously dead plants, drawn up plans for the new landscaping,
and built new planters.
Eric Kilian
The Cub Scouts were thrilled to meet an Eagle Scout, ask him
Principal
questions, and then work alongside him as he coordinated the
planting and teamwork. Parents also attended to support this exciting final
stage of the project. The garden has all drought-tolerant plants and will be used
as a special reading area on campus.
Not only does the new garden look beautiful, but the seeds of our Cub Scouts
working together with an Eagle Scout will also grow for years to come.

PPO Insurance Special
FREE Teeth Whitening for Life with all PPO Insurances.

Includes trays and Whitening Gel - 1 Syringe is provided after each 6 month recall exam.
E-Z Financing • Accept Most Insurance

One Hour
New Patient Only
Zoom Whitening Includes:

$19.99

714-998-5502
$99.99 Exam, X-rays, Oral Cancer Screening
1714 N Tustin St.
and Simple Cleaning.
with any cleaning
Orange CA, 92865
In the absence of Periodontal Disease
New
Patients
Only
www.pearldentaloforange.com
(A Credit of $19.99 will be given on
Offers + coupons may not be combined.
other types of cleaning). Exp: 3/31/14
Exp: 3/31/14
Coupons not valid with any other offers.
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Heideman Cub Scouts working with an Eagle Scout in the garden.
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Hewes Middle School
13232 Hewes Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7348

A Time to Honor
The Hewes Middle School Instrumental Music Department
honored military personnel with its 11th annual Veterans Day
concert. “Salute Our Armed Forces” was a wonderful way for the
Hewes Concert Band students to honor the men and women who
have served or are currently serving our country throughout the
world. The performance contained musical selections that were
patriotic and dedicated to those who represent the United States
Michele
Armed Forces.
Boudreaux
Principal
The concert was conducted by our new instrumental music
teacher, Tim Thomas, who is no stranger to the district and
community. Mr. Thomas is a former student at Hewes and Foothill High School.
He is also currently the instrumental music assistant at Foothill and this past
year he was our Hewes jazz band director. Mr. Thomas was also honored during
the concert, for he is a band member in the Army National Guard.

Hicks Canyon Elementary School
3817 Viewpark Ave., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1878

PAWSitive Reading Program

By Jackie Christy, Assistant Principal
Hicks Canyon
Elementary
School’s
PAWSitive
Reading
Program seeks
Cindy Agopian
to
improve
Principal
students’
literacy skills by inviting
students to read to a trained
guide dog. Trained dogs are
used in many schools and
libraries to help motivate
students to read. Using
trained dogs in reading
programs can result in
students who feel comfortable
reading out loud, who read
more often, who attempt more
difficult books, and actually
Vinny Pham reads to guide dog, Duncan.
look forward to reading.
Hicks Canyon Elementary School’s PAWSitive Reading Program is an
addition to Hicks Canyon’s existing rigorous curriculum program. Guide dog
Duncan comes to school once a week and reads with individual students. This
group of students is improving literacy skills by reading to Duncan. And best of
all, they’re not just learning how to read—they’re learning to love reading!

Hewes Music Director Tim Thomas strikes up a pose with the concert band.

Hillview High School
15400 Lansdowne Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7356

TUSD School Nurse – One of the Best!
Hillview High School would like to congratulate Lynn Rogers,
one of our district nurses. Lynn was chosen as the 2014 Orange
County School Nurse of the Year by the Orange County School
Nurses Organization (OCSNO). Lynn was honored at a banquet
on in January.
This title is awarded to an Orange County nurse who is first
nominated
by her peers and ultimately chosen by the Board
Tim O’Donoghue
of
OCSNO.
Lynn
started in Tustin Unified School District
Principal
(TUSD) in 2006, becoming the lead school nurse last year. The
award is given to a
school nurse who
has continually
demonstrated
excellence in
her practice,
practiced continued
professional growth,
and is considered to
a valued member of
the district. Lynn
has certainly met all
of these criteria.
Lynn was
recommended
by several staff
members, as well as
school nurses from
Hillview Principal Tim O’Donoghue congratulates
other districts in
TUSD school nurse Lynn Rogers,
Orange County School Nurse of the Year.
Orange County.
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Ladera Elementary School
2515 Rawlings Way, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7505

C.C. Lambert Elementary School
1151 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7457

Rewarding Good Behavior
Student recognition is an excellent motivator for students,
both academically and behaviorally. Students strive to do their
best when they are given positive reinforcement for a job well
done. These rewards also serve to boost students’ morale,
enthusiasm and connection to school.
As part of Ladera’s Positive Behavior Interventions and
Support
(PBIS) protocol, we have a behavior-expectations
Derek Pinto
presentation, and a classroom behavior chart is posted in
Principal
each classroom and reviewed with students. Signs outlining
appropriate behavior are mounted in various areas of the school to include the
front office, library, and hallways.
We now have the
Student of the Month
award program.
Students are selected
for being respectful,
safe and responsible.
We also value kindness,
good citizenship and
hard work. Students
that exhibit these
qualities are honored
once a month with a
certificate, their photo
and a brief description
on a poster in the front
office, lunch with their
teacher and treats in the
Ladera celebrates Students-of-the-Month program.
staff lounge.

Learning at Our Fingertips
Our kindergarten through fourth-grade classes are so excited
to have an average of 10 electronic tablets in each classroom.
Touring our campus, you will see students engaged in creating
presentations on Educreations, a recordable whiteboard
application, participating in a “space race” on Socrative
application using collaborative teams to get the most points on a
quiz, or reading both fiction and nonfiction text interactively on
Deanna Parks
various sites we have purchased. Other students are practicing
Principal
math facts, reading fluency and literacy skills independently
throughout the classroom. Next up we are moving into more collaborative
learning with Google Drive and many new applications to augment and modify
the tasks students perform.
The electronic
tablets, in
conjunction
with our audio/
visual room
upgrades including
televisions,
sound systems,
document cameras
and SMART
Boards, have
increased student
engagement and
the fun our scholars
are having with
Students in teacher Becca Valdezí fourth grade class participate
learning!
in a “space race” in collaborative teams using the app Socrative.

Loma Vista Elementary School
13822 Prospect Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7528

Transformation Has Begun
Our Cougars could not be more excited! Thanks to Measure
S, approximately 10 electronic tablets have been provided to
each kindergarten through fourth-grade classroom and are in
students’ hands each day. These highly engaging technology
tools are supporting the transformation in teaching and learning
across Loma Vista Elementary School.
Teachers are finding creative and purposeful ways to
Katy Sheyka
approach
Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI) in math through
Principal
the integration of these tools.
In Courtney Lu’s secondgrade class, for example,
partners use the tablets
to watch the unpacking of
word problems. Mrs. Lu uses
Educreations to pre-record
one possible strategy for
solving a problem which her
students view and study
before attempting to solve
the problem independently
on paper. Students then work
collaboratively to record
themselves, sharing their
reasoning and showing their
thinking, before presenting
the lesson to the class.
At Loma Vista, the
enthusiasm and joy for
Second-graders Destiny Lopez, Mateo Martinez and
Madelyn Diaz solve a CGI problem using Educreations.
learning is amazing!
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

For a matter as serious
as drivers education
you only want the best

Since 1997 DMV Lic. #3483
Se Habla Español

Online driver education courses
Ask about our group discount
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Spring Break
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1621 E 17th St N

MISSION VIEJO
949-682-6227

28752 Marguerite Pkwy #12

gncdrivingschool.com

505-3903

(714)

13175 Jamboree Rd.

Voted in Top 5 in So. California

Open Every Day 12 noon to 9:00pm

WE DELIVER!
Delivery $3 Extra • $15 Minimum Order • Drivers Keep Tips
Limited Delivery Area

Mon & Tues Special
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One Topping Pizza

1299

$

Not valid with any other discount
With coupon
Expires 4-30-14
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Tustin Ranch Plaza)

www.firstclasspizzatustin.com
We Do Catering!
Large Party Discounts

FAMILY SPECIAL
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Expires 4-30-14

1999

$
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Myford Elementary School
3181 Trevino Dr., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1875

Myford Eligible for Distinguished Ranking
Based upon their eligibility, local schools can apply for the
California Distinguished School recognition each year. This
prestigious award is based upon a variety of criteria, with test
and API scores being looked at closely. Although later than
usual, Myford was recently named as an eligible school, and our
application process began!
The application for this recognition includes submission
Amy Fedderly
of an overview of the school, as well as two sections that
Principal
identify the school’s signature practices. Myford’s application
included our two practices of
Cognitively Guided Instruction
and the Writing Workshop.
The submission detailed
our implementation plan,
professional development
structure, and much more.
In the spring, those schools
which have successfully gone
through the application process
will be given an opportunity
to show off their signature
practices at a validation event
planned by the school. We hope
to be able to show off all of the
Myford applies for another
wonderful things we are doing
state distinguished school honor.
here at Myford.

Orchard Hills School
11555 Culver Dr., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/430-2078

Winter Concert Showcases Musical Talent
Orchard Hills School has become known for offering a
comprehensive educational experience to our students. One of
the programs that has garnered much success over the years is
the music program.
On December 17, we hosted our fourth annual Winter
Concert, led by conductor Jim Thompson. Our talented students
Rich Montgomery performed in front of an eager assembly of parents, staff
members, and community supporters in the gymnasium.
Principal
Mr. Thompson supports our mission by providing students
with multiple opportunities to discover their element through musical training,
as he leads our band and orchestra. We have 102 students enrolled in band and
117 orchestra members, for a total of 219 students participating in yearlong
music classes. Moreover, Mr. Thompson formed a jazz band which practices
during Nurturing, Enrichment and Support Time (NEST) four times per week.
Orchard Hills thanks Mr. Thompson for his commitment and passion
displayed towards our young musicians.

Instrumental Music Director Jim Thompson leads the dynamic
Orchard Hills Band in the fourth annual Winter Concert.
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W.R. Nelson Elementary School
14392 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7536

Students Go on High Trails Adventure
In January, Nelson
Elementary School’s fifthgrade students arrived at
school ready to experience
the great outdoors. Our
students were prepared to
leave for outdoor science
John Laurich
school.
Principal
This year, we went to
High Trails Camp Edwards in the San
Bernardino Mountains just above Angelus
Oaks off Highway 38. Approximately 94
fifth-graders and three teachers boarded
two buses and left here in search of
adventure. They were not disappointed.
This year’s camp offered activities that
our fifth-graders have not experienced in
the past. The adventure trail gave them
the opportunity to scale a rock-climbing
wall and try their bow-and-arrow skills
at the archery station. During the four
days, hikes were completed that focused
on many topics, including geology,
wildlife and astronomy. Thursday night’s
highlights were skits performed by each
cabin. On Friday, students returned to
Nelson with enough memories to last a
lifetime.

Nelson fifth-graders
Wendy Koski and Samuel Held
on their way up the climbing wall.

Peters Canyon Elementary School
26900 Peters Canyon Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7540

Volleyball Champs
The girls volleyball team at Peters Canyon went undefeated
this last season at 8–0, and won the TUSD Elementary School
Girls Volleyball Championship!
The team consisted of 16 fourth- and fifth-grade girls, and was
coached by fourth/fifth teacher Steve Unger. Helping Mr. Unger
were two parent volunteer coaches, Ivo Rusich and Sandy Simon,
Molly Murphy and team mom Christine Rusich.
When asked about what made this team so exceptional, Mr.
Principal
Unger replied, “The girls were full of desire, and they would
accept nothing less than their best effort.” He added that their harmony,
sportsmanship and team effort kept going from the first practice to the last
game.
Each January,
the Tustin Parks
and Recreation
Department honors a
youth team that has
achieved excellence
in the community.
On January 15, the
Community Services
Commission presented
Mr. Unger and the
team with both a
special plaque and
individual certificates
of achievement.
Way to go,
Peters Canyon Elementary Girls Volleyball champions and coaches. Trailblazers!

Pioneer Middle School
2700 Pioneer Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7534

Pioneer Teacher is Named California Milken Educator
The Milken Family Foundation Chairman, Lowell Milken,
made a personal visit to Pioneer Middle School to recognize the
new California Milken Educator. Pioneer teacher Jennifer Smith
had “no idea” before the surprise school-wide assembly that Mr.
Milken was here to present her with a $25,000 thank you for
everything she and others like her do each and every day for our
students.
Tracey
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson
Vander Hayden
Principal
also addressed the student body, telling the students that they
are role models to the 10,000 schools under his watch and how
we must all support our teachers while they prepare their students to compete
in tomorrow’s global economy. Tustin Unified School District’s very own
superintendent, Board, administrators, and local constituents were also present
to show their appreciation for all teachers.
Pioneer is truly an amazing school with a dedicated and committed team of
educators. Go, Wildcats!

Jeane Thorman Elementary School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7364

Big Cat Parents Get Schooled
Patricia Sanchez and Olga Reardon, community liaisons for
Thorman Elementary School and Currie Middle School, have
worked collaboratively to plan and develop parent education
classes for our Big Cat families.
Our students are excited about their new electronic tablets
and technology, but sometimes adults are a little more timid or
Christine Matos unsure of how to access all this new information. In response
to parents asking for technology training, every day of the
Principal
month parents can engage in some type of learning opportunity
from how to create an e-mail account to basic computer skills. Haiku training is
also offered to teach parents how to access teacher Web sites. Additionally, we
are proud to offer English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) conversational English
classes as well.
The Big
Cat family is
thrilled to have
two exceptional
women who
continue to reach
out to our parent
community. Be
sure to check
out our Web site
at http://www.
tustin.k12.ca.us/
CurrieThorman to
view our schedule
of parenting
Community liaison Olga Reardon helps a parent register
for an upcoming parent education class.
classes.

Tustin High School
Pioneer STEM teacher Jennifer Smith (back row, center), along with
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson on the left and
Lowell Milken on the right, is congratulated by her students in the science classroom.

Red Hill Elementary School
11911 Red Hill Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7543

Giving Year-Round
We have just celebrated the holidays and the season of giving.
Red Hill Elementary School students were excited to be the ones
giving to the community and hope to keep giving throughout
the year. During Thanksgiving, our fourth-grade students
organized a Ripple Kids activity, where they collected items to
help support the Thanksgiving feast hosted by Operation Warm
Will Neddersen Wishes. The feast serves those who might not have a place to go
for Thanksgiving. Some of our families even helped with serving
Principal
the meals.
In December, Jessica Pierce and Nicole Walker’s second-grade class worked
with Operation Warm Wishes to adopt a family. Members of the class were
invited to bring in different items for the family before the class holiday party
and they were wrapped by the class. At the end of that school day, families from
the class went to the adopted family’s house and delivered the presents.
For the month of February, our student council organized a Ripple Kids
event where all students are encouraged to donate gently used books. Student
council members will then attach a valentine with the book to share with
children in our community who might not have access to a lot of books at home.
The hope is that the books will foster more reading throughout our community.
Our students are excited to make a difference in the community through
giving.
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

1171 El Camino Real, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7414

Students Debate Global Issues at MUN Conference
Tustin High School held its 21st annual Model United Nations
(MUN) Conference on November 23-24. About 1,500 students
from high schools throughout the state, as well as two groups
from the Czech Republic and Canada, participated in the event.
“The annual student-run conference is the largest MUN
conference held west of the Mississippi,” said Tustin High MUN
Academy Director David Waldram.
Jonathan
Individual and group awards were presented to students in
Blackmore
Principal
several categories, including Best Research, Commendation and
Outstanding Delegate awards.
MUN is an academic program that offers an opportunity for students to
simulate the activities of the United Nations organization. Students learn skills
in researching, writing, negotiating, speaking and debating.
The program was started at Tustin High in 1991 as an extracurricular
activity and has evolved into a four-year academic leadership academy
curriculum
with over 250
participating
students, ranging
from top honors
to special needs
students. Students
compete at local,
state, national
and international
levels. For more
information,
contact: tillermun
A group of students discuss an international topic at the MUN Conference. @gmail.com
February / March 2014

11

Tustin Memorial Academy
12712 Browning Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7546

2014 National Geographic Bee
Tustin Memorial Academy recently held round one of the
2014 National Geographic Bee, and our winner was fourthgrader Sachin Shurpalekar! Sachin was one of 13 fourth- and
fifth-graders who volunteered to be on the Geography Bee
team. Students met during lunch to practice the format of the
competition and then studied on their own.
Sachin now
Wendy Hudson
moves on to the
Principal
second round
of the competition, which is a
written test used to determine
who is eligible to compete at the
state level. The top 100 fourththrough-eighth-grade students
in California will meet in
Sacramento in April to choose
one state winner who will go on
to compete at the national level.
The national championship
is held in Washington, D.C.,
in May, and the first prize is a
$50,000 college scholarship.
The National Geographic
Society has been holding the
Geographic Bee for 26 years.
The 2014 Bee is sponsored by
TMA student Sachin Shurpalekar
Google.
won first place in the Geography Bee

C.E. Utt Middle School
13601 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7573

New Year Brings New Opportunities
The Utt Middle School Falcons are soaring into 2014 with
new academic opportunities. Our Science Olympiad Team has
been busy training for upcoming competitions in which they will
compete against other Southern California schools in 25 sciencerelated topics, including anatomy, physics, earth science,
chemistry, and engineering. The focus of the competition is to
Dean Jennings promote critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and
creativity through the use of scientific and engineering practices.
Principal
Also, our Academic Pentathlon Team has begun training in
math, literature, social
studies, science, and
essay in preparation for
competition this spring.
Our Utt Falcons will be
competing against public
and private schools from
all over the Orange County
area.
In addition, each week,
students from the Utt
Community Service Club
and Advancement Via
Individual Determination
(AVID) classes have been
serving as reading mentors
and tutors for our feederschool students at Veeh
Seventh-grade AVID student Takoda Shelby reads aloud
Elementary School.
with Veeh Elementary first-grader Erick Villalta.
Way to go, Utt Falcons!
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Tustin Ranch Elementary School
12950 Robinson Dr., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7580

Getting Connected
Families are connecting daily with our Instagram account,
treprincipal. This site is maintained by our principal, and is
dedicated to showcasing our school and how we communicate,
collaborate, create and think critically every day.
Our parents love the photos and captions that allow them
a glimpse into their children’s school day. Many parents also
mention that the information helps them hold lively dinner
Tracy Barquer
conversations! We also have a Facebook page from the Tustin
Principal
Ranch Elementary PTA. Here
postings are placed by the
membership, with comments
that share in the family fun
provided for our students.
Finally, our K–4 iPads are
here! The students are actively
engaged with these tools,
and the enthusiasm in our
classrooms is at an all-time
high.
Our students are truly
21st century learners. They
collaborate on wiki projects,
build background knowledge
through Internet research,
create animated stories, and
communicate with each other
and their teachers on our
Third-grade students collaborating
district’s learning management
during math using their tablets
system. Go, cool Coyotes!

Marjorie Veeh Elementary School
1701 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7544

Veeh Viking Inventors
This year Veeh Elementary was excited to send 12 students
to the Invention Convention competition on January 25 at Irvine
Valley College (IVC). The competition began last November when
students wrote an essay on something they would like to invent.
The project then became hands on as the students built their
inventions from scratch. Students were encouraged to fail and make
Ryan Bollenbach changes until they felt that they had the best invention. Once their
final project was complete, the students created a poster board
Principal
detailing their invention from an idea to a completed product.

The following students (and their inventions) were the school winners:
(Back) Mrs. Katie Cross (advisor), Gabriela Soto-Pancake Syrup Roller,
Jonathan Schofield-Bike Phone Charger, Jonathan Martin-Sponge Skates,
Vicktoria Leal-Chocolate Covered Peas (Kids Will Eat Them!), Marcelo Chihuan-Watch Glasses,
Briana Scheer-Perp Cam, Ariana Pinedo-Theft Resister (Front) Mariah Luna-Solar Panel Phone
Charger, Antonio Flores-Kling-Rechargeable Remote Gloves, Shiyra Barrientos-Wall Organizer,
Arly Zavala-Finder Detector, Carrelle Jimenez-Cellphone

Nutrition Services

Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St.,Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 342

Educational Services

Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St.,Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 309

Healthy Eating Habits Improve Learning Elements of a Common Core Classroom
By Hebah Kutbi, Dietetic Intern – Utah State University
Elementary students’ meals in Tustin Unified School District
are prepared and packaged at Pioneer Middle School’s central
kitchen. Our goal is to prepare and serve nutritious, good-quality
meals to Tustin students. We cook over 5,000 healthy meals at
the central kitchen, wrap them up, heat them, and deliver them
to our school sites. We strive to excel in food safety practices.
In fact, we’re proud to receive awards of excellence for our
Teresa Squibb
outstanding practices in food safety and sanitation.
Director
We plan our menus
based on students’
nutrient needs and the
foods they mostly like. We
also prepare special meals
for allergic students, as
requested by parents,
to make sure that all
our students are eating
properly and meeting
their age-specified needs.
Studies have shown that
healthy eating facilitates
children’s learning ability.
Our goal is to improve
students’ eating habits
and overall health and to
Nutrition Services helpers Maria Cruz, left, and Rosa Rodriguez improve their academic
wrap chicken and potatoes in the kitchen at Pioneer Middle School. achievement.

Technology in TUSD Schools

Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St.,Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 306

Innovative Instruction!
Michelle Ciececk is a fourth-grade teacher at Myford
Elementary School. With the support of her digital learning
coach, Brandee Ramirez, Michelle recently guided her students
through a figurative language lesson. Many forms of the
technology purchased through Measure S funds were used
during this showcase lesson, including Smart Boards, iPads and
Apple TV.
Students were asked to create an “Educreation” which showed
Crystal Turner
their understanding of figurative language. An Educreation is an
Assistant
Superintendent
app that is available on the iPad. It allows users to speak, draw,
Administrative
import pictures and create a video clip to share their message.
Services
This exciting lesson
kept students incredibly
engaged, and produced an
innovative product. The
best part was the level of
understanding they gained
through the process of
using technology that
is embedded into the
curriculum!
This is just one example
of many that showcases
the fantastic technology
and instruction occurring
in the district. Learning is
Myford teacher Michelle Ciececk
being transformed!
guides her students an exciting lesson.

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

As our District and schools further the development of
Common Core classrooms through Professional Learning
Communities, focus continues to remain on the essential
questions that are critical to the function of PLCs: What do
we expect our students to learn? How will we know they are
learning? How will we respond when they don’t learn? How will
we respond if they already know it?
We have taken these same essential questions and applied
Kathie Nielsen
them to the English Language Arts and Mathematical
Chief Academic
Instructional Shifts of the Common Core:
Officer
Instructional Shifts in ELA:
1. Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction
2. Regular practice with complex text and its academic language
3. Reading, writing and speaking supported by evidence from literary and
informational text
Instructional Shifts in Mathematics:
1. Focus: building a stronger foundation and deep conceptual understanding
2. Coherence: think across grade levels, and link major topics
3. Rigor: pursue conceptual understanding, procedural skill, fluency, and
applications
With these shifts clearly identified, our mission is to ensure that all students
receive instruction that is engaging, motivating, student-centered, cohesive,
and purposeful. As a result, stakeholders across the District can see how the
Common Core is shaping their classrooms into more current, obtainable, rigorous,
and relevant learning environments. There are endless ways to approach the
implementation of Common Core; however, TUSD has taken a blended approach
of infusing long-standing practices with new practices to ensure that foundational
aspects of effective classroom instruction are in place for every student.

Business Services

Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St.,Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 302

Energy Program Continues to Save Money
For over 12 months, Tustin Unified School District (TUSD) has
been implementing a rigorous, behavior-based, energy-savings
program. The district determined to undertake this conservation
effort because energy costs are rising and utility costs are
second only to salaries in our annual budget. TUSD is pleased to
report its efforts are succeeding. At a recent Board of Education
meeting, staff shared that the district saved over $510,000 in
Anthony Soria its first year of the program. TUSD has cut energy consumption
by 17 percent, and it is expected these savings will grow as the
Chief Financial
program is further refined.
Officer
But it’s more than
financial savings;
TUSD is also helping
to preserve the
environment. According
to the Environmental
Protection Agency
(EPA), the district’s
decrease in energy use
is the equivalent of
preventing over 1,100
metric tons of carbon
dioxide emissions,
taking 200 cars off our
local roads, or planting
TUSD Energy Program Coordinator Pepe Vazquez, left,
28,500 trees in the
and Operations Supervisor Jose Contreras
community.
inspect the pool equipment at Tustin High School
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Schools Nominated for 2014 California Distinguished School Awards

Superintendent • From Page 1

course progressions, which typically culminate in certification
or recognition, will truly set TUSD graduates apart from others
when applying for college or career opportunities.
The enhancements mentioned above, along with other
elements of our “TUSD Connect” initiative, are already paying
dividends for our students across the District. You can walk
into nearly every classroom K-12 and see teachers using new
technology within lessons, and most importantly, you will notice
Gregory A.
Franklin, Ed. D. a distinct shift in the role of our students from passive listeners
to active participants in learning. This shift is happening in
every course, but is especially evident within STEAM and Career
Technical Education, where our students are expected to take factual and
theoretical knowledge and put it into practice in real world scenarios.
No programs have more publicly demonstrated their student’s abilities to
solve real-world problems than the Tustin High School T-Tech Engineering
Academy, under the direction of teacher Ed Hernandez, and the Foothill
Engineering And Technology (F.E.A.T.) program under the direction of teacher
Jeff Farr. Both programs designed and produced alternative fuel vehicles that
recently competed against professional and collegiate teams in the California
Challenge (a part of the Solar Decathlon at the Great Park in Irvine) and had
strong showings at the U.C. Irvine Energy Invitational last Spring. Tustin’s
T-Tech Academy has also drawn public praise from the Boeing Company for
producing quality interns for their elite summer internship program.

Tustin High School’s T-Tech Academy improves their lead in the “California Challenge”
as a part of the Solar Decathlon at the Great Park in Irvine.
Tustin High went on to a second place finish behind U.C. Irvine.

The excitement and interest in STEAM education doesn’t end with the
TUSD-sponsored programs. Just this past summer, the Tustin Public Schools
Foundation completed their second extremely successful Summer STEAM
Academy for elementary and middle school students. This timely, innovative,
and engaging summer program has proven to be a great supplement for
students and for our programs. For all these reasons and more, it is great to be
a student in TUSD!

Mark Eliot
Director of Communications & Public Information
300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • (714) 730-7339

For the latest news
and information,
visit the TUSD Web site
www.tustin.k12.ca.us
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Follow us on Twitter:
@TUSDschools and
@SuptFranklin
“Like” us on Facebook:
TUSDschools

Eight elementary schools in the Tustin Unified
School District have been nominated to apply for
the 2014 California Distinguished School Awards
by State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Tom Torlakson. The schools are Arroyo, Beswick,
Guin Foss, Ladera, Myford, Peters Canyon Tustin
Memorial and Tustin Ranch.
Tustin Unified tied with another school district
for having the most nominated elementary schools
(eight) this year in Orange County. Only 63 elementary schools in the county
and 562 statewide were nominated for California Distinguished School.
The Distinguished Schools Program recognizes elementary and secondary
schools in alternate years with elementary schools to be recognized in
2014. The program continues to focus on the long-term success of schools by
providing recognition to those that attain high academic achievement and
educational excellence for all students. The list of eligible schools is available on
the California Department of Education Web site at www.cde.ca.gov.
The state will announce the 2014 distinguished schools in the spring.

TUSD Placed on the College Board’s AP District Honor Roll
The Tustin Unified School District is one of 477 school districts in the U.S.
and Canada being honored by the College Board with placement on the fourth
annual Advanced Placement (AP) District Honor Roll for increasing access to
AP course work while simultaneously maintaining or increasing the percentage
of students earning scores of 3 or higher on AP Exams.
Reaching these goals indicates that TUSD is successfully identifying
motivated, academically prepared students who are likely to benefit from
rigorous AP course work. Since 2011, Tustin Unified has increased the number
of students participating in AP by 17 percent while improving the number of
students earning AP Exam scores of 3 or higher by 26 percent.
In 2013, more than 3,300 colleges and universities around the world received
AP scores for college credit, advanced placement and/or consideration in the
admission process, with many colleges and universities in the United States
offering credit in one or more subjects for qualifying AP scores.
The College Board’s AP Program enables willing and academically prepared
students to pursue college-level studies — with the opportunity to earn college
credit, advanced placement or both — while still in high school. The College
Board is a nonprofit organization that connects students to college success and
opportunity. For more information about the AP District Honor Roll,
visit www.collegeboard.org.

TUSD 2014 Administrators of the Year Honorees Announced
The Tustin School Management Association has announced its 2014
Administrators of the Year Honorees. They will represent the Tustin Unified
School District at the 2014 Orange County Administrators of the Year Awards,
sponsored by the Association of California School Administrators (ACSA),
Region 17:
• Superintendent of the Year – Dr. Gregory Franklin, TUSD Superintendent
• Secondary Principal of the Year – Adele Heuer, Principal of Beckman
High School
• Middle Grades Principal of the Year – Rich Montgomery, Principal of 		
Orchard Hills School
• Elementary Principal of the Year – Wendy Hudson, Principal of
Tustin Memorial Academy
• Secondary Co-Administrator of the Year – Heather Bojorquez, Assistant
Principal at Currie Middle School
• Curriculum and Instruction Administrator of the Year – Kathie Nielsen,
Chief Academic Officer
ACSA annually recognizes outstanding administrators for their leadership
skills, professionalism, creativity, innovation, and commitment to a quality
education. Administrators of the Year will be announced in the spring.
The 41st annual ACSA “Administrators of the Year and Friends of Education
Awards” Dinner will be held in May. Region 17 represents 21 school districts in
Orange County.

TUSD Teacher • From Page 1

“This is amazing,” Smith said during the surprise announcement. “I’m very
honored to receive this wonderful award.”
Smith is the only teacher in California and one of 40 individuals throughout
the country to be given this year’s Milken Educator Award.
Recipients of the Milken Award are selected in early to mid-career for
what they have achieved, and for the promise of what they will accomplish.
Encompassed in the recognition is the responsibility for those honored to
stretch their professional practices and leadership to even higher levels.
“Jennifer exemplifies what we’re looking for with the Milken Educator
Award,” Milken said. “She is an outstanding instructional leader and mentor to
other teachers, and she’s committed to her community.”
Smith’s interest-based teaching methods challenge students to organize
their thoughts, problem solve and then evaluate their decisions or findings. In
addition to incorporating technology into her students’ daily activities, Smith
embraces the blended learning concept of the “flipped” classroom. With this
approach, students watch video lectures (usually at home) and then complete
what traditionally would be called homework during class. In this way, she is
able to offer more personalized guidance to her students, realizing an estimated
20 percent increase in student achievement for those participating in her
flipped lessons.
Smith exposes her students to a variety of STEM-related careers and invites
parents who are professionals in those fields to speak to her class. Thanks
to this strong educational foundation, a large number of Smith’s students
have enrolled in Foothill High’s Green Engineering or Tustin High’s T-Tech
Engineering academies, and have received college scholarships.
“Jennifer is an engaging and enthusiastic promoter of the sciences, and
exemplifies Pioneer’s mission of maximizing every student’s academic potential
and personal responsibility,” said Principal Tracey Vander Hayden.
Smith has been instrumental in developing science and STEM-focused
strategic plans. This work has helped Tustin Unified receive several grants, as
well as garner strong interest in advancing the District’s STEM program from
prestigious organizations, including the Smithsonian, Beckman Foundation and
Science@OC. She was also selected by TUSD to represent its STEM program at
the Smithsonian Science Strategic Planning Institute in Washington, D.C.

Lowell Milken recruits some volunteers to help illustrate the value of the Milken Educator
Award about to be presented to Pioneer science and STEM teacher Jennifer Smith as a very
public “thank you” for everything she does at the school. Milken Family Foundation Senior Vice
President Bonnie Somers steps in with one final “zero” that makes 10 times the difference.

Since first presented to a dozen California teachers, the program has
grown to become the nation’s preeminent teacher recognition program having
honored nearly 2,600 K-12 teachers, principals and specialists. More than $136
million in funding, including over $64 million in individual $25,000 awards,
has been devoted to the overall program, which includes powerful professional
development opportunities throughout recipients’ careers.
Alternating yearly between elementary and secondary educators, the
awards are sourced through each participating state department of education,
which appoints an independent blue ribbon committee to confidentially
review candidates for recommendation to the Milken Foundation. For more
information about the awards, visit www.MilkenEducatorAwards.org.
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

Orange County Department of Education
200 Kalmus Drive, Costa Mesa CA 92628 • 714/966-4000 • www.ocde.us

Nurturing Healthy Minds
Sylvia is 13 years old and in the eighth grade. She was often
sad and angry and felt confused. She did not have close friends
and other students would tease her. Her teacher noticed that
something was wrong and consulted the school counselor.
Sylvia’s family was notified, and the school was able to provide
resources and support.
Sylvia’s challenge is not a rare situation. Between 20-25% of
children in the U.S. experience symptoms of emotional distress,
Dr. Al Mijares
such as depression, anxiety, eating disorders, and substance
Superintendent
abuse. From 2000-2005, 3.22 million youth, ages 7-17, were
treated for depression; this is more than double the number from the previous
five years.
In order for students to be successful in school, they need to be healthy
mentally, emotionally and physically. Youth who have problems in these areas
are more likely to have high rates of absenteeism and to drop out of school. The
annual financial costs for treatment, including lost productivity, are staggering.
Educators, families, and community members have a role to play in
cultivating wellness and encouraging school and life success for our youth.
We can do this by learning how to decrease the stigma associated with mental
health issues, build knowledge about mental health risks and protective factors,
increase awareness about the signs and symptoms, and offer resources and
support to students and families.
To nurture youth resilience, mental health, and well-being, the Orange
County Department of Education leads a K-12 Student Mental Health Initiative.
This initiative is part of a statewide effort funded by Proposition 63 and the
California Mental Health Services Authority (CalMHSA) through the California
County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA). The
Orange County initiative focuses on prevention and early identification of
youth mental health issues. The initiative provides services and conducts
demonstration projects including:
• Training for school staff in prevention and identification of student mental
health issues; fostering positive school climate to support academic, social
and emotional development; and reducing stigma associated with 		
behavioral health challenges
• Eliminating Barriers to Learning through the Early Identification of
Student Mental Health Issues train the trainer program
• Collaborating across agencies to enhance mental health services for foster
youth
• Providing access to information on age-appropriate, culturally relevant,
evidence-based mental health programs, strategies, and resources
• Providing local referral resources and information for parents, educators,
and the community
• Providing stress management education for teachers and students
• Developing an online school climate survey for middle school students to
gather and assess indicators of student stress, anxiety, and depression
These efforts can prevent and reduce the risk of mental disorders, support
the social and emotional health of students, and effectively place students on
the path to college and career readiness and success.
For additional information, visit www.ocde.us/healthyminds. To access
resources that promote the mental health and wellness of students, visit
www.regionalk12smhi.org.

Tustin Unified School District Board of Education
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President
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Vice President

Lynn Davis
Clerk

Jonathan Abelove
Member
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Note-ables

¡Fantastico!

Spring Special
New Students Only

6 Weeks for $99
with school t-shirt & pants
(with this coupon)

Our Martial Arts Programs Can Help Build:
• Confidence
• Self-control
• Respect
• Self-discipline

Yong-In Martial Arts
(714) 505-3264

Please! Call for more information about
our reimbursement special money back!

1100 Irvine Blvd. • Tustin CA 92780
(In the RALPHS center at Newport and Irvine.)

Whether you’re teaching a dual-immersion or a bilingual
primary class in English and Spanish or if you just want to
introduce English-only children to Spanish, Lucky Diaz and the
Family Jam Band’s ¡Fantastico! fits its title (that’s fantastic, natch).
The kindie-rock band is a combo of accordions, harmonicas,
percussion, guitars and vocalists, including Diaz’s wife, Alisha
Gaddis. The Jam Band’s music has been featured on a major
soft-drink commercial, and their previous albums have won
Kate Karp
praise, including being named Best New Children’s Artist by
USA Today. Their latest collection, sung entirely in Spanish, will
have children and parents latching on to the music like a grab bar in a train and
joyfully riding it all the way to the last stop.
Some of the songs on the CD were translations
of previously recorded Jam Band tunes; the others
were written for the CD. “Los números” (“The
Numbers”) will teach number names in Spanish,
and “El gato astronauta,” (“The Astronaut Cat”),
charming in its own right, will extend the knowledge
to simple addition. “A bailar” (“Let’s Dance”) involves
directionality and body awareness through movement
and a very catchy tune. “Tres ratones” (“Three Mice”)
is a charmer of a repetitive tale: the title characters try to hold on to their own
tales in a garden as they hide from a cat. The song’s lyrics are simple and a
natural fit for the rhythm and the accompanying Dylanesque harmonica played
by Joe Harpcat.
The Spanish can be easily translated by anyone with a working knowledge of
Spanish. They’re available for free download at www.luckydiazmusic.com.
Kate Karp is an editor for School News Roll Call and a freelance writer and editor.

NFL Youth Flag Football Boys & Girls Ages 5-14

Spring Season Starts
April 5th
Register on-line at
www.ptathletics.com
ALL OUT

ALL GAME

ALL SEASON

For Information email ptsoutherncal@yahoo.com
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Anaheim Surf Tryouts

Register for Summer
Camp by April 30th &
Receive Up to $150
Off Per Month!

Check Website For Times and Dates
Where
Villa Park HS - 18042 Taft Ave., Villa Park, 93861
Rock Christian Academy - 4150 E Beauty Dr., Anaheim, 92807
(Formerly Riverside Elementary)
Directors & Coaches
Eddie Carrillo, Anaheim Surf DOC, Chapman University Men’s Head Coach
Luis Balboa, Tech Director, Former Argentina Men’s National Team
Sal Lopez, Asst Director, Chapman University Men’s Asst Coach
Lindsey Huie, Girls Youth Director, Former US National Team
Bob Ammann, GK Director, Former Professional Player
Dale Ervine, Former US National Team, Former Professional Player

www.anaheimsurf.com

Contest!!
This drawing is hidden in this
publication. When you find it,
email the page number to:

*(PC007 new enrollments only)

REACH HIGH
PLAY HARD

Summer Camp 2014

Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com

(Please put TUSD in the subject line)
Your entry must be received by March 15, 2014
From the correct entries, we will draw a winner to receive
a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes and Noble.

Are you ready to reach high and play hard this
summer? Summer Camp at the YMCA is a fun,
action-packed adventure filled with sports and
outdoor activities, field trips and specialty clubs!

June 23th-Aug 29th from 7am-6pm

Orange County
Premier

Club Soccer

A Proud Program of Orange Junior Soccer Club!

Teams for All Ages
All players welcome • 7 – 19 years old
Experience youth sports at its finest!
Come see a POSITIVE competitive environment
See players realize their fullest athletic ability
and personal potential.

We strive to be the most exciting,
developmental and competitive
soccer experience in the entire country.
If you're thinking about the “next level”
then contact Premier today!
We want your child to be a part of
our special heritage.

www.ocpremier.org • 714.771.6572
Covering the Tustin Unified School District

• Clubs like Cooking, Art,
Photography, Sports & More
• Character Development
• Movies & Service Learning Project
• Licensed, Full Day Program
• Full Time or Part Time
• Weekly/Monthly Rates
• Inclusion Support for Special Needs

Financial Aid
Available
The Y. So Much More™

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY!
ARROYO YMCA
LOMA VISTA YMCA
BENSON YMCA
ESTOCK YMCA

(714) 544-4051
(714) 730-0541
(714) 544-0173
(714) 669-5642

START SUMMER EARLY!
Spring Break Camp (April 14-18)
Can’t wait for Summer Camp?
Preview Summer at our Spring
Break Camp!
• Walking Field Trips
• Wheel Days

• Bounce houses
• BBQs & more!

YMCA OF ORANGE COUNTY | ymcaoc.org/camp
February / March 2014
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Taking the Pledge
Distracted Driving Kills
“Distracted Driving is the leading cause of all fatal accidents
which are the #1 killer of all young people ages 16-34” -NTSB
Wilson High School student, and brand-new driver, Karley
Cable, (16) has formed a new non-profit organization: The
M.A.D. Movement=Making/A/Difference. “It’s a group of sociallyconscious artists using their talents to make the world a better
place.” She created a website: http://themadmovement.weebly.
com and is working on her first big project: A ‘Don’t Text and
Karley Cable
Drive/It Can Wait’ awareness campaign being sponsored by
Verizon, AT&T and several local businesses.
As a brand new driver, Cable was very upset by two horrible accidents that
occurred in her neighborhood over Memorial Day weekend last spring. Seven
teens were tragically killed due to distracted driving just days before their high
school graduations.
“Every time I’m in the car, I see people texting and driving. I also see how
quickly an accident can happen. I wanted to make people aware of how dangerous
it is. I’m hoping to get every new driver to take the pledge not to text and drive.”
Cable rounded up the support from her friends on Wilson’s Advanced Dance
Team who are also all new drivers, as well as several talented film makers from
Orange County High School of the Arts and produced a powerful video piece
showing the dangers of distracted driving by using music and dance to convey
the important message in a creative new way. “The piece is very powerful and
different from other distracted driving videos out there. It will hopefully make
the audience think before they grab their phones in the car. It’s been a lot of fun
to work on and very special since all of us involved in creating the video are new

Good Dental Health
Word Search Contest
Entries must be received by March 15, 2014
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win
a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

Breads
Brushing
Cereals
Checkup
Daily
Dairy
Dentist
Development
Diet

Eggs
Examination
Fish
Flossing
Fluoride
Fruits
Guidelines
Healthy
Meat

Milk
Nutrition
Orthodontist
Pediatric
Sugar
Tooth
Vegetables
Water
Whole grains

Congratulations to Winners
Rena Gonzales December Word Search Contest
Julie Wozencraft Seek ‘n Find Contest
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drivers ourselves and we have all taken the pledge not to text and drive.”
The video short, titled “ALMOST THERE” was shot in early September
in Long Beach. A screening reception was recently held at the historic Art
Theatre and participants had the opportunity to view the finished product
on the big screen. The video has been entered into several prestigious film
festivals and will be shown this summer in conjunction with the national “IT
CAN WAIT” campaign.
To view the short video go to: http://themadmovement.weebly.com or visit:
http://youtube/l9QNLcyQ1FA
Cable is a junior at Wilson High School in Long Beach. She is a Kohl’s Kids Who Care
Scholarship winner (2012) for her artistic and philanthropic efforts. Cable was featured in the
publication for writing the award-winning children’s book, “Raisin, -A Doggie’s Tale” which has
raised money for animal shelters and reading programs. She hopes to attend USC or NYU and
continue her acting career while pursing a degree in communications.

Rules!!!
One word in the list is Not in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be
left and that word you email to:
Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
(Please put TUSD in subject line)

History Made Easy!
Museum-like setting makes learning history easy.

World Geography
American History
World History
Government
Economics

Grades 4th – 12th
Public/Private Schools
Homeschoolers

Hands-on Learning
After School or Saturday
One-on-One
Groups (8 or more may be at your location)

By Appointment

(562) 852-5242
225 Main Street, Seal Beach

Covering the Tustin Unified School District
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