
FR
EE

Covering the Tustin Unified School District

By Mark Eliot
Director of Communications

The Tustin Unified School District
Board of Education voted unani-
mously on July 30 to place a local
technology bond (Measure S) on the
November 6 ballot. The measure
would provide locally controlled
funds to improve instructional tech-
nology, labs and classrooms and
protect high student achievement.

“All of our students need modern
learning technology to support up-to-
date science, engineering and math
instruction so they are better pre-
pared for college, careers and the
global market,“ said Superintendent
Dr. Gregory Franklin. “This measure
is vital so our students can compete
and succeed in the 21st century.”

If approved by 55% of voters, the
measure would generate approxi-
mately $135 million over 30 years to
improve local schools by upgrading
classroom computers, instructionalHicks Canyon Elementary School teacher Shuree Carlson 

and her students work with iPads in the classroom.

TUSD Board Places Technology Bond on November BallotSUPERINTENDENT
In Touch 
with TUSD

We’re off to a
great start! Students
in the Tustin Unified
School District
returned to school
on September 5. 
I want to thank our
administrators, 
principals, teachers

and staff members for helping 
facilitate a smooth opening to the
new school year. TUSD welcomed
approximately 23,900 students –
the largest enrollment in Tustin
Unified history.

As we begin another year, school
districts are once again facing 
difficult budgetary times, but
thanks to dedicated employees,
involved parents and supportive
community members, TUSD 
continues to offer an excellent 
academic program and is keeping
its focus on the most important
thing – educating students. The
District’s priorities include student
achievement, facilities planning,
high-quality employees, financial
responsibility, parent/community
partnerships, and education and
information technology.

Our school district’s theme for
2012-13 is “Thinking, Technology,
Teamwork” as we work to implement
21st century skills and learning.
The District will move to integrate
21st century learning in the midst
of a major budget crisis and fiscal
uncertainty because our students
cannot wait. Effective organizations
thrive despite the circumstances
surrounding them. It is about having
clear, intelligent and rigorously 
pursued performance mechanisms
that keep you on track. We believe
we have these mechanisms in place
and our students will be successful
in reaching their goals.

SEE SUPERINTENDENT • PAGE 15

SEE TECHNOLOGY BOND • PAGE 15
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Teresa Squibb, Director
TUSD Nutrition Services

This fall, Tustin Unified Nutrition
Services will be implementing new meal
standards derived from the Healthy
Hunger Free Kids Act (HHFKA). The
purpose of the HHFKA is to ensure that
school meals are healthy and well-balanced,
and that they provide our students with all
of the nutrition they need for success at
school.

The good news is that many of the components of the HHFKA’s final ruling
have already been in place in our school cafeterias for some time. This includes
items such as whole-grain offers, a wide variety of fresh fruits and vegetables,
and fat-free and low-fat milk selections. 

The most noticeable change that our students will see is in the portion sizes.
The children will have smaller servings of proteins and grains, but also the ability
now to take more fruits and vegetables.

The new menus are based on the USDA’s “Choose My Plate” plan. A special
My Plate logo will be posted at the beginning of the serving lines to help show
the students what makes a complete meal.

New Federal Standards for School Meals

Students created balloon 
powered cars at the Tustin Summer Academy.
Please see Tustin Schools Foundation page 2

Dedicated to Furthering Excellence
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The golden days of summer have
come to an end and it’s back to
school. Kindergarten students are
entering the academic world and 
seniors are focusing on becoming the
graduating class of 2013. We are excited
with them and looking forward to
bringing you the news from each school.

In this issue you’ll read about new
principals, new teachers, preparing 
students to pursue a postsecondary
eduction and careers in biomedical 
sciences...far more than the three R’s of
yesteryear.

Thank you for reading School News.
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Dedicated to Furthering Excellence
The Foundation had an exciting summer with the new Tustin

Summer Academy. In all, over 450 youth participated in this 
program, having fun, making friends and learning. Plans are
underway for the 2013 academy – check www.tpsf.net for updates.

We will be celebrating schools at the State of the Schools
Breakfast on October 8th at Foothill High School. Hear from 
Dr. Franklin about recent accomplishments and goals for the 
new school year. Tickets are $28, and space is limited.

The Dinosaur Dash Run for Education is Sunday, November 4,
2012. Join us to run, walk or ride a bike in this community event.
Register online at www.DinosaurDash.net.

Carol Burby
Garrett

Executive Director
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Injured in an Accident?
Let us put our INSIDER’S KNOWLEDGE to work for you.

• 100+ years of combined personal injury law experience.
• We can send you to a doctor immediately to treat your injuries.
• We will immediately work on getting your car fixed.
• If we don’t win your case, you won’t owe us anything,

even our costs.
• We offer FREE, no-obligation consultations.

David Mains 

Call (800) 809-0369 
1851 E. First St., Suite 460 • Santa Ana, CA 92705

www.MainsLaw.com

Educational Services
Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7301 Ext. 309

Preparing for School Success
The Transitional Kindergarten Program (TK) has made a 

successful start in the Tustin Unified School District (TUSD). 
This new program, the first of a two-year kindergarten program, 
is designed to build a solid foundation for success in school for
“young” five-year-olds. TK promotes a child’s progress in three
domains of growth: intellectual, physical, and social-emotional.
The program offers young children the “gift of time,” an additional
year to grow and learn in an environment that supports differences
in growth and maturity rates. Children who turn five years old
between November 2 and December 2 of the 2012–2013 school
year are eligible to attend TK.

TK is in place at Heideman, Hicks Canyon,
and Red Hill Elementary Schools. Registration
for TK will be accepted at your child’s home
school of residence.

Students turning four years old by
December 2 of this year may be eligible 
for our Kindergarten Readiness Program. The
Kindergarten Readiness classes, located at Beswick, Estock, Heideman, Lambert,
Thorman, and Veeh Elementary Schools, are the only preschools in the Tustin
area that are run and operated by TUSD. The program provides half-day pre-
school classes for children living within the TUSD boundaries. Families must
qualify for the program based on family size and income. Family fees are based
on the family’s documented income.

For more information about the Transitional Kindergarten Program or
Kindergarten Readiness Program, please call Lauralee Cabibi, School Readiness
Coordinator, at (714) 730-7592 or send an e-mail to lcabibi@tustin.k12.ca.us.

Kathie Nielsen
Chief Academic

Officer

Students turning four years old 

by December 2 of this year 

may be eligible for our 

Kindergarten Readiness Program.
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Orange County Department of Education
200 Kalmus Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92628
714/966-4000 www.ocde.us

Welcome Dr. Al Mijares
It is with great pleasure that I introduce your new Orange

County Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Al Mijares. Dr. Mijares
was appointed by the Orange County Board of Education 
to complete my term, which ends on January 5, 2015. I am 
very pleased with the appointment and am confident that an
excellent selection has been made.

Al has been a dedicated educator for 34 years, and he is
excited to begin working on behalf of the students and families
of Orange County. A native of California born in Pasadena, 
Dr. Mijares graduated from Simi Valley High School in 1971, 
and he received a scholarship to California State University,
Northridge where he earned his Bachelor’s degree in Child
Development/Special Education. While working in the San Francisco

Bay area as a project specialist for physically handicapped children in public schools,
Al earned his Master’s degree in Social Welfare from the University of California,
Berkeley. He earned his doctorate from the University of Southern California. 

Al’s distinguished career includes several years of successful teaching experi-
ence in K-12 classrooms as well as serving as a principal in the Moreno Valley
Unified School District and as Superintendent of the Bakersfield City School
District and Coachella Valley Unified School District. He has held faculty positions
as an adjunct professor at Chapman University and taught part-time at both
Pepperdine University and Compton College. Since August 2006, Dr. Mijares
served as Vice President of the Western Region for the College Board. Before
that, he served as Superintendent of the Santa Ana Unified School District for
more than eleven years.

William M.
Habermehl

Superintendent
Emeritus

SEE OC DEPT OF ED • PAGE 8



Arroyo Elementary School
11112 Coronel Road, Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7381

Planting the Seeds for Student Learning 
We are anticipating another exciting school year at Arroyo

Elementary School. The staff is looking forward to serving the 
students, and our Arroyo Mustangs are ready to tackle the 
challenges of a new school year. We have renovated our school 
gardens, purchased iPads for student use, and studied the
Common Core Standards.

Our dedicated teaching staff continues to prove that they are
educators truly committed to learning. One exciting example of
their commitment to the students occurred this summer, as 13 of

our Arroyo teachers spent five days of summer vacation collaborating and
studying various new writing strategies at the Writing Institute in Redondo Beach.

We are eager to implement our learning this year, as we continue in our quest
to create a school of writers. It is inspiring to watch our teachers have the heart
to go that extra distance for their students. Go, Mighty Mustangs!

Maggie Villegas
Principal
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Arnold O. Beckman
3588 Bryan Ave., Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-2900

Students Investigate Careers in Biomedical Sciences
Demand is high for creative, innovative people with technical

skills who can apply these skills to real-life problems. STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) at Beckman is a 
program designed to prepare students to pursue a postsecondary
education and careers in the biomedical sciences.

The Biomedical Sciences Program is a sequence of courses that
follow a proven hands-on real-world problem-solving approach to
learning. Students explore the concepts of human medicine and
are introduced to topics such as physiology, genetics, microbiology

and public health. Students
examine the processes, 
structures and interactions of
the human body and also
explore the prevention, diag-
nosis and treatment of disease,
working collaboratively to
investigate and design innovative
solutions to the health 
challenges of the 21st century.

Throughout the program,
students investigate a variety of
careers in biomedical sciences.
Courses include Principles of
the Biomedical Sciences,
Human Body Systems, 
Forensic Science, Robotics 
and Medical Interventions.

High School

Adele Heuer
Principal

Barbara Benson 
12712 Elizabeth Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7531

Our Valuable Volunteers
Barbara Benson Elementary School is a K–5 California

Distinguished School. When Benson opened in 1960, it was named
Sycamore Elementary School. The school was renamed in 1992 in
honor of Barbara Benson, a Board member from 1967–1992 who
was very active in the Tustin community. Benson is a small neigh-
borhood school beautifully surrounded by a tree-lined quad area,
featuring an amphitheater-style stage.

Benson continues to be a high-achieving school which offers a
well-balanced, standards-based curriculum, along with a quality

visual and performing arts program. Benson has a reputation of providing a fun,
safe, warm, and welcoming environment, rich with valuable learning experiences.

Our parent volunteer group at Benson is a gift! In addition to raising money to
benefit our students, parents donate many hours of their time at the school and
are always willing to help when needed. Thanks to the dedication of our parent
volunteer group, Benson students have opportunities to participate in visual and
performing arts programs such as Art Masters, Class Act, and John Yeiser Music.

Benson is very fortunate to be able to continue its partnership with Learning,
Enrichment & Achievement Partnership (LEAP), which provides after-school
tutoring for at-risk students four days a week.

A variety of opportunities for parent and community involvement are available.
Parents and community members are invited to participate in PTO, School Site
Council, volunteering, family nights, and parent conferences.

Everyone at Benson is looking forward to an exciting and fabulous year!

Elementary School

Norma Lemus
Principal

A group of first-graders enjoy our new garden area.

Beckman senior Ashley Markey participates 
in Human Body Systems class.
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Columbus Tustin
17952 Beneta Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7352

New Member of the PACK
This year, Columbus

Tustin welcomes the
newest member of the
Bulldog PACK, Mr. Pablo
Guzmán, as our new 
assistant principal.
Mr. Guzmán joins us after 
15 years at Tustin High
School, where he taught

all social science and served as the head
coach for both the Cross-Country 
and Track and Field programs. He mar-
ried his high school sweetheart and has
two children, Noah and Sofia.

An immigrant from Jalisco, Mexico, 
Mr. Guzmán became the first person in
his family to graduate from college. He
obtained his bachelor’s degree in social 
science from Concordia University,
Irvine and his master’s degree in 
education leadership from California
State University, Fullerton.

Mr. Guzmán is proud to have
attended Marjorie Veeh Elementary
School, Columbus Tustin Middle School
and Tustin High School. 

A.G. Currie Middle School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7360

Renovated Classrooms for Our Cougars 
In September, the staff and students at Currie Middle School

returned to class with much anticipation and excitement. Summer
was a busy season on the Currie campus, as the majority of our
Currie classrooms were renovated into modern learning spaces.

Classrooms in the three main buildings now include windows
that allow for natural light, and an outdoor entrance. In addition,
new casework and storage spaces were installed in each class-
room. The teaching wall now includes a SMARTboard and LCD
projector. The carpet was replaced with vinyl flooring, and new,

state-of-the-art learning furniture was brought in to encourage collaboration.
These improvements will help prepare our Currie students to become career- and
college-ready.

The contractor proudly completed the modernization project with the goal 
of sustainability in mind, reducing both construction waste and minimizing the
environmental impact.

Our Currie staff and students entered the 2012–2013 school year ready to
learn, and get prepared for the 21st century.

Helen Estock Elementary School
14741 North B St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7390

Ready to Fly High
It’s an

exciting time
to be an
Estock Eagle!

We are
excited to
begin the
year with a
fabulous

staff. Not only do they 
teach all school year, but
this summer they were the
students! That’s because
our teachers received Gifted
and Talented Education
Training (GATE), as well as
Thinking Map and Writer’s
Workshop training, all to
prepare them for the rigors and challenges of the Common Core Standards. 

Our teachers and students have a wonderful year of learning ahead. We are
excited about our new communication technology, and are looking forward to the
new phone system, Web site and ParentLink. It will be a busy year for all of our
Eagles for sure, but one that will be memorable as well.

We appreciate the ongoing support of our parents as valuable partners. They
are part of the rich fabric that is Helen Estock Elementary School.

Middle School

Dean Crow
Principal

Christine Matos
Principal

Nancy Jenkins
Principal

Once again, the Eagle has landed.

Assistant Principal Pablo Guzmán 
with his son, Noah Guzmán at the 

Columbus Tustin 8th grade promotion in 2010.

Construction in progress at Currie - Summer 2012

Benjamin Beswick 
1362 Mitchell Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7385

Pumped Up for the New School Year
Beswick Elementary School’s staff and teachers are excited for

the 2012–2013 school year. We are so proud of the commitment
and hard work from our students, teachers, and staff this past
year.

Beswick’s continued focus on our core instructional program
will include the implementation of Thinking Maps, a program of
integrated tools or maps that build a common language for
learning through visual patterns. The use of Thinking Maps will
complement our adoption of the Common Core State Standards,

increase student achievement, and provide our students with the critical visual
support to organize their thoughts. We look forward to the implementation of this
program and the continued success and growth of our students. We are committed
to reaching even greater heights through a continued focus on meeting the needs
of each student through careful assessment, analysis, and collaboration as part of
our Professional Learning Community.

Elementary School

Erick Fineberg
Principal
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Foothill High School
19251 Dodge Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7464

International Baccalaureate Diploma Program
As the Foothill High School International Baccalaureate (IB)

Diploma Program enters its 13th year, our candidates continue to
experience success. The IB Diploma Class of 2012 deserves our
highest recognition and accolades for completing the rigorous
requirements of the program. All 20 candidates in the Class of
2012 scored high enough to be awarded the IB diploma.
Candidates must earn a total of at least 24 points on their six
examinations to qualify. On average, this year’s candidates earned
31 points on their examinations; this meets the University of

California (UC) criteria of awarding at least two quarters of college credit to 
students who score 30 points or above on the examinations. Due to our high 
IB exam pass rate, 96.4 percent in 2010 and 100 percent in 2012, U.S. News 
& World Report ranked our program among the best in the country.

Our 2012 graduates are attending Dartmouth University, Northwestern
University, Washington University (St. Louis), Claremont McKenna College,
University of Southern California, UC Berkeley, UC Los Angeles, UC Davis 
and UC Irvine. Congratulations to all of those students and their parents on 
succeeding to the next stage of their educational journey!

This year 33 seniors and 57 juniors are enrolled in the IB Diploma Program.
If you have questions about Foothill’s IB Program, contact IB Coordinator

Victoria Owens at (714) 730-7464, ext. 629 or vowens@tustin.k12.ca.us.

Al Marzilli
Principal

Guin Foss Elementary School
18492 Vanderlip Ave., Santa Ana, 92705 • 714/730-7552

Student Council Donates Mural
The fall and spring student council at Guin Foss Elementary

School are each made up of 12 third-, fourth- and fifth-grade
leaders. These students meet bimonthly to organize dress-up days,
fundraisers and various community service projects.

Last year’s dress-up days included Twin Day, Mustache Monday,
Pajama Day and Think Pink Day. The students also sold holiday
grams, pencils and healthy treats to help raise money for their
school.

The council members recently voted to spend the money that
they raised last year to paint two beautiful murals on a handball court. President
Alexis Norton organized a contest whereby the students could submit original
artwork to be chosen for the murals. The artworks of third-grader Emily Brown

and fifth-grader
Ali Aldrich were
selected, and 
are now proudly
displayed on a
handball court on
the playground.

Just like our
school’s very
active PTO, these
students go
above and
beyond to help
support their
school and 
community!

Kelly Fresch
Principal

Murals donated from last year’s Student Council.

Robert Heideman
15571 Williams St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7521

Off and Running
Springing into the new year, we welcomed our newly revamped

mascot, Rocky the Roadrunner. Last spring the staff and students
voted on the name Rocky from among many student-created
choices. Not only will his image be a fresh look on all of our letter-
head and school posters, but Rocky plays a big role in our
implementation of Positive Behavior Intervention System (PBIS).

PBIS is a program that teaches children how to Be Safe, Be
Kind, and Be Responsible. Students are rewarded for displaying
excellent behavior in the classroom and on campus with

Roadrunner Cards, which can be traded in for various prizes. Top recipients can
use their cards for the grand prize, the Surf n Turf, which includes a beach-
themed lunch with the principal, other prizes, and games.

The Roadrunners will continue running toward further academic gains!

Elementary School

Eric Kilian
Principal

Heideman students display new Rocky the Roadrunner banner.
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Hillview High School
15400 Lansdowne Rd., Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7356

Hillview Adds a New Math Teacher 
We are proud to welcome 

the newest member of our staff, 
Mrs. Lynda Chung. She will be teaching
algebra and CAHSEE prep math.

Mrs. Chung has been a teacher for
the past nine years, including eight
years at Columbus Tustin Middle
School where she taught algebra and
geometry. Over the years Mrs. Chung

has earned the reputation of being able to make
math fun, interesting and easy to understand for
both the students who are advanced in math as well
as those who struggle in the subject. 

Mrs. Chung says that, “I chose to become a teacher because I like working
with kids and being able to make a difference in their lives. I see it as my calling
in life, and try to be a positive role model.” 

We are lucky to have Mrs. Chung continue the Hillview tradition of giving our
children a second chance.

Ladera Elementary School
2515 Rawlings Way, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7505

Looking Back and Looking Forward
The 2011–2012 school year at Ladera School was marked by

many successes. Through a cooperative effort from school stake-
holders, we took tremendous steps in broadening and deepening
support for our students through the acquisition and deployment
of both personnel and resources.

We hired 16 persons in various capacities to assist our students.
Four part-time, fully certificated teachers were brought on board,
who collectively delivered more than 80 hours of instruction
weekly in core subject areas. Additional staff included paraprofes-
sionals, health and library clerks, and a school secretary.

Materials were purchased to supplement the curriculum, including writing and
reading programs. In classrooms, sound systems were installed. Now each of our
regular education classrooms is equipped with a microphone and speakers,
saving teacher voices and allowing them to be heard more clearly by all students.
Twenty new computers and flat screens were purchased. Other improvements
consisted of school-wide access to wireless Internet, a new phone system, and a
newly refinished playground.

This is just a short list of the successes that occurred during the past school
year. It is important to note that none of it would have been possible without the
generous support of our parents through fund-raising , led by the PTO, along with
the generous support of the Tustin Public Schools Foundation. Teacher willingness
to put in the extra degree of effort and go above and beyond what was required was
also critical. Thank you to all who volunteered and assisted us in moving ahead.

We look forward to an even more successful 2012–2013!

Tim O’Donoghue
Principal

Derek Pinto
Principal

Hicks Canyon Elementary School
3817 Viewpark, Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1878

Students Get a ‘JumpStart’ on New School Year
This past summer, Hicks Canyon Elementary School once again

had the opportunity to provide students with additional support to
prepare them for the 2012–13 school year. Our JumpStart program
is aimed at students needing additional support in reading or
English Language
Development (ELD).
Using strategic pro-
grams such as Read
Naturally, students

are engaged in the five big early-
literacy skills of phonemic aware-
ness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary
and comprehension. For our culturally
diverse students, a systematic
ELD program helps them to learn
the fundamentals of the English
language. And best of all, a good
time is had by all!

Cindy Agopian
Principal

Hewes Middle School
13232 Hewes Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7348

Rachel’s Challenge Comes to Our Campus
In late May of the 2012 school year, the Hewes PTA sponsored a

program called Rachel’s Challenge. The program provided an
assembly for all Hewes Middle School students to attend, followed
by a staff, parent and community evening presentation. The mis-
sion of this program is to “inspire, equip and empower every
person to create a permanent positive culture change in their
school, business and community by starting a chain reaction of
kindness and compassion.”

Also, as part of the Rachel’s Challenge, over 1,000 students par-
ticipated in a Walk ’n’ Talk to encourage communication with their

friends and classmates about the challenge. Students received a special T-shirt
for participating in the program. Students will have an opportunity this upcoming
school year to participate in the Hewes Rachel’s Club, a club for student leaders
to promote and continue with the challenge that Hewes has committed to.

Michele
Boudreaux

Principal

Students participated in “Walk N Talk.”

JumpStart program helps prepare students.

Dr. Mijares is the recipient of several honors, including the American
Association of School Administrators Leadership for Learning Award, the Orange
County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s 2005 Educator of the Year Award, the
League of United Latin American Citizens’ 2004 Excellence in Education Award,
the Association of California School Administrators’ Diversity Award, and the
California School Board Association’s Merit for Outstanding Leadership.

I am confident that our youngest citizens will continue to receive outstanding
educational services under the leadership of Dr. Mijares. He has the background
and leadership skills needed to support the Orange County Department of
Education’s vision of world class education where every student succeeds. I wish
Al the best as he takes on this new and exciting challenge.

OC DEPT OF ED. • FROM PAGE 4
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C.C. Lambert Elementary School
1151 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7457

Focus on 
School Pride

We are very
excited to begin our
full implementation of
Positive Behavioral
Interventions and
Support (PBIS). This school-wide system of support includes
proactive strategies for defining, teaching, and supporting appro-
priate student behaviors to create a positive school environment.

Instead of using a piecemeal approach of individual behavioral management
plans, PBIS creates a structure with a continuum of positive behavior support for
all students in classroom and non-classroom settings.

The program encourages our students to be: Prepared, Respectful, In Control,
Determined, and Enthusiastic (PRIDE). Students were introduced to expectations
by presentations in each area of the school. Students are excited to earn many
Pride Paw tickets to cash in on different rewards, including homework passes,
card games or Wii with the principal, and a Hawaiian luau party to celebrate their
success in making Lambert Elementary School an even better learning environment.

Deanna Parks
Principal

Loma Vista Elementary School
13822 Prospect Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7528

A New Year Brings a New Practice
Loma Vista’s six Cotsen fellows and their mentor are deter-

mined to move beyond teacher effectiveness and reach for
teaching excellence for all students. Their enthusiasm for moti-
vating and engaging students has spilled over and inspired others,
particularly in the areas of reading and math. Books give children
incredible opportunities to stretch their critical-thinking skills.

In some class-
rooms, Readers
Workshop has

become students’ favorite part of
the day. The program emphasizes
students’ independence and allows
them to become successful readers
outside the classroom.

This year, Loma Vista will begin
to implement a new approach to
teaching math, called cognitively
guided instruction. This approach
uses a student’s own mathematical
thinking as a basis for instruction.
The underlying assumption is that
students come to school with a
wealth of informal knowledge of
mathematics that teachers can
build upon. We are excited to embrace
this collegial opportunity to grow
as teachers and support the devel-
opment of our 21st-century scholars.

Katy Sheyka
Principal

Readers Workshop in action — Go Cougars!

Myford Elementary School
3181 Trevino Drive, Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/734-1875

Myford Writes On 
The Myford Elementary School mission is, “maximizing student

learning and social responsibility with high expectations for all!”
But we know that in order for our students to be successful, they
must first be able to communicate effectively both orally and in
writing. It is for this reason that Myford has chosen writing as the
curricular area of focus for the 2012?2013 school year.

In the spring of 2013, each student will be assessed according
to the new National Common Core Standards. These have been
developed and approved by 47 of the 50 states to provide consis-

tency from one state to another in regards to what students are expected to
master at each grade level. We see this as a positive, and are excited to begin the
process of implementation. 

One way that we will begin implementing these standards is through 
professional development opportunities. The teachers will be trained in Writing
Workshop, which is a method for teaching children how to write across all
genres. The Growing Educators group will offer training to our teachers three
times a year in large group sessions. Additionally, they will also provide support
through demonstration lessons that are specific to the individual grade levels.

We know that our partnership with Growing Educators will be a beneficial one. It
will provide our teachers with the tools they need to ensure student success in writing.

Myford looks forward to another fabulous year. With writing as our focus, 
I am sure that there will be many stories to share in the months ahead!

Amy Fedderly
Principal
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This section features 
enrichment opportunities

for children to
 find their passion!

Entries must be received by October 15, 2012
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift certificate redeemable at Barnes & Noble.

Leadership Word Search Contest

Accomplished
Caring
Confident
Determination
Drive
Enthusiastic
Focused
Independent
Initiative
Intelligent

Organized
Powerful
Responsibility
Role Model
Strong Willed
Suitable
Teamwork
Trustworthy
Understanding

One word in the list is NOT in the word search. 
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that is the word you 

email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put TUSD in the subject line)

Rules!!!

Congratulations to Kasra Sassani
Winner of the June Word Search Contest!

Word Search by Gunnar Coop
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Minds are like parachutes. 
They only function when

they are open.
—Sir James Dewar, Scientist
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Pioneer Middle School
2700 Pioneer Road, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7534

Preparing Students for the 21st Century
Preparing our students for 21st-century learning is a primary

focus for Pioneer Middle School. Pioneer’s Professional Learning
Community consistently examines instructional practices to better
prepare students for their future.

The 2012–13 school year brings many exciting changes to our
campus: the implementation of Common Core State Standards, new
technology, “flipping” classroom instruction, Expository Reading
and Writing Curriculum (ERWC), and Advancement via Individual
Determination, or AVID’s Five Critical Reading Strategies. These
changes are promoting many teachers to become more innovative
and creative.

Over the summer, several teachers enrolled in 21st-century professional devel-
opment so that Pioneer students can experience a learning environment that is
fluid, collaborative and flexible. We are proud of our community of learners and
excited to see the results of the combined work of the students, staff and parents
at Pioneer School. Go Wildcats.

Tracey Vander
Hayden
Principal

W.R. Nelson Elementary School
14392 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7536

Making Every Student a Star
It’s hard to believe summer is over and Nelson Elementary

School is once again filled with the voices of children in the halls
and the classrooms. The 2012–2013 school year brings two new
programs to Nelson: Positive Behavior Intervention Strategies
(PBIS) and Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI) in math. We are
very excited about the implementation of these programs and how
they will help us to continually improve the instructional program
we offer our students.

This marks the sixth year of our Response to Instruction (RtI)
program, TEAM Time. This great program addresses the individual needs of 
students in the area of literacy. The program has been very successful, and,
together with PBIS and CGI math, we are looking forward to another terrific year.

Our theme this year will again be Making Every Student a Star, One Child at a
Time. As we move towards our goal this year, we are all in pursuit of our mission
statement: “We at W. R. Nelson will not rest until all student needs are met
through high expectations, communication, and collaboration.” With a strong
home-school partnership, we are committed to a year of student academic success.

We invite the Nelson community to join us this year in our many opportunities
for involvement, including Literacy Night, Math/Science Night, the book fair,
Read Across America Day, and the school carnival, just to name a few.

Peters Canyon Elementary School
26900 Peters Canyon Road, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7540

Walk through Mania
Each spring, the fourth- and fifth-graders participate in the

Walk Through Program, presented by the California Weekly
Explorer, Inc. and sponsored by our amazing PTO. Our fourth
graders “walk through California,” and our fifth-graders “walk
through the American Revolution.” Fifth-graders study a pivotal
point in American history, while fourth-graders study California’s
rich history.

These engaging and interactive educational presentations bring
learning to life for our students. It is truly a lovely culmination of

their study of history in each grade level. Games, music, and scripts increase
comprehension of the standards-based curriculum and provide dramatic repre-
sentation of historic events. The students relish the opportunity. In essence,
students compete in teams to earn points by becoming experts on vocabulary
and people in history. The students solidify their learning by becoming these
famous men and women in history. This is an amazing in-school field trip, which
takes students back in time.

John Laurich
Principal

Orchard Hills School
11555 Culver Drive, Irvine, CA 92602 • 714/669-0680

Growing Strong
As we open the 2012–13 school year, Orchard Hills School once

again welcomes many new faces to our growing family. For the
first time, we will have eighth grade at our school. We are adding
approximately 330 students, 12 new teachers and a new office 
secretary.

In addition, we are very excited to introduce Angela Hszieh as
our assistant principal. Mrs. Hszieh comes to us with experience as
an administrator at both Hewes and Pioneer middle schools in the
Tustin Unified School District. We are also excited to welcome a

new PTO president, Russell Stein, and many other new faces to the PTO executive
board. As we continue to build our school, I am excited about the assortment of
skills and talents that all of these people bring to our school as we continue our
goal of providing a world-class learning environment to all of our students.

Rich Montgomery
Principal

Molly Murphy
Principal

Mrs. Ridlon’s fourth-graders traveled back in time to experience the California Gold Rush Days.

Orchard Hills welcomes new Assistant Principal Angela Hszieh.
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Red Hill Elementary School
11911 Red Hill Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7543

Gearing Up for a New Year 
Red Hill is getting ready for another exciting school year.
We are very excited to be welcoming a transitional kindergarten

classroom onto our campus! The new year will also be filled with
many academic challenges, as well as a number of opportunities
for our students to make a difference in the community.

Strong communication skills of course are essential to a student’s
success during their academic career. So writing is an area of 
academic focus that the Red Hill staff will be pursuing to further
develop this needed skill in our students. 

Community service is another area that Red Hill will develop during the school
year. Last year we joined with the “Ripple Kids” program, which encourages children
to make a difference by engaging in various service projects. For example, there
were several schoolwide projects where the students brought in denim or canned
foods to help support the local community.

We will be continuing to look for new projects this year, too. This will help
encourage our students to be responsible and build relationships.

Jeane Thorman Elementary School
1402 Sycamore Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7364

Write On—Right Away!
Every child comes to school with a story to tell and share.

Thorman Elementary School teachers and students are very
excited to begin the 2012–2013 school year with a new signature
practice—writers workshop. This proven educational practice
empowers students to hold themselves accountable as learners
through the written word.

Students write on a daily basis for a specific purpose, and every
teacher and student has his or her own writing journal. The end
result is an exciting opportunity to share work on a regular basis

from the “author’s chair.” Instruction is organized in a specific way. Every student
is expected to write in different genres and to read and analyze literature.

The writing workshop time is very structured, with: the opening meeting,
where teachers present specific lessons on grammar, use of language, or genres;
the work period, where students may work independently, with partners, or con-
ferencing with the teacher; and the closing meeting, where ideas and work are
shared, discussed, and celebrated. All lessons are directly aligned to the Common
Core State Standards, which define what students ought to know and be able 
to do. Writers workshop enables Thorman’s dedicated teachers to incorporate
performance standards which define the level of work that demonstrates achieve-
ment of the standards.

Teachers are excited to present these authentic learning opportunities to our
scholars. Students cannot wait to show what they know through writing.
Thorman teachers, staff, and students are ready for an exciting year of learning.
Write on!

Tustin High School
1171 El Camino Real, Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7414

National School Safety Award
Tustin High School has received the 2012 Exemplary School

Safety Program Award. The award was presented to Tustin High in
July at the National School Safety Conference (NSSC). Tustin High
assistant principals Eric Mooney and Troy Fresch accepted the
award on behalf of the school.

Tustin High’s imple-
mentation of the Positive
Behavior Intervention
Support (PBIS) program
was recognized for its

positive impact on school safety and for
promoting positive behavior on
campus. Tustin High was one of eight
schools in the United States recognized
this year.

Held each year, the NSSC is the
largest school safety conference in the
United States. As an award recipient,
Tustin High has been added to the
online recognition section of the 
School Safety Advocacy Council 
website: www.schoolsafety911.org. 
This year’s National School Safety
Conference was held at the Walt Disney
Swan Resort in Orlando, Florida.

Tracy Barquer
Principal

Will Neddersen
Principal

Jonathan
Blackmore

Principal

Red Hill fourth- and fifth-grade leadership students organize a can food drive.

THS Assistant Principal Eric Mooney 
displays safe school award.

Counseling Services
• Children $35*
• Adults $65*
• Couples $85*

*Fees reflect services performed by MFT Interns.

We now accept: MHN, Care First Medicare, Care First Healthy Families, 
Melina Healthy Families Medicade & Melina Medicare

2140 W. Chapman Ave., Ste. 253 • Orange, CA 92868
(714) 264-9446 • Fax (714) 538-7680
www.lhdinc.net • lhdinc1@gmail.com

LHD, Inc. Psychological Services
Children and Family Counseling Center

Depression • ADHD • Anxiety • ODD • PTSD

FREE 30 min. Consultation

Students are Back in School 
Please Drive Safely
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Tustin Memorial Academy
12712 Browning Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705 • 714/730-7546

A Fresh New Look
Tustin Memorial Academy (TMA) students, staff, and families

were surprised to see a new look to our school when they returned
this fall. The exterior of the campus received a beautiful new paint
job, top to bottom!

The new colors, tan and muted green, were selected to high-
light and accentuate a beautiful mural, which resides in the Star
Terrace. The mural was painted several years ago by a TMA parent
and depicts children playing in our garden, which is a favorite
place for all TMA students to visit.

The Star Terrace is located near the entrance to the school and serves as a
first stop in the morning for many students and families, as well as a gathering
place before, during, and after school.

The TMA campus has always exuded charm and quaintness, with picket
fences, rose gardens, and fruit trees. With our new look, now we can add 
“polished” to that description!

Tustin Ranch Elementary School
12950 Robinson Drive, Tustin, CA 92782 • 714/730-7580

Cool Coyotes Have Character
The Tustin Ranch

Cool Coyotes continue to
thrive with the school-
wide implementation of
PBIS (Positive Behavior
Intervention System).
PBIS is a program that
teaches children how to
“Be Safe, Be Kind and

Be Responsible.”
Last spring, our students learned a

new way to address conflict on the
playground—it’s as easy as “Stop, Walk
and Talk.” This bullying-prevention
technique focuses on giving the students
tools to address disrespectful behavior
in an assertive yet productive way. In
the PBIS program, expected behavior
is taught, and students are rewarded
for exhibiting excellent behavior with
Cool Coyote cards that they can use to
purchase several prizes. Top Cool
Coyote recipients can trade in their
Cool Coyotes for the grand prize, which
includes a Cool Coyote T-shirt, lunch
with the principal and a photo in the
front office—an honor that over 80 
students earned last year. At Tustin
Ranch Elementary, these Cool Coyotes
have character!

Marjorie Veeh Elementary School
1701 San Juan St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7544

A New Look
Over the summer, when the students and staff were enjoying

some much-deserved time off, the Veeh campus was getting a
much-needed makeover. Painters were hard at work painting the
exterior of every building. The doors are now painted a bright blue
that matches our school colors and Viking Pride. In addition to get-
ting a new paint job, the students and staff will come back to a
new shade structure. Students will be able to enjoy their breakfast
and lunch on our new tables in the shade, with a great view of the
playground and the entrance to our school.

The great
things that have
been occurring
in the classroom
now match our
great exterior
look. The staff is
excited to wel-
come back our
students, and we
are looking for-
ward to an
exciting 2012–13
school year!

C.E. Utt Middle School
13601 Browning Ave., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7573

It’s a Matter of Science
Welcome back to all of our new and returning students at Utt

Middle School. While the summer break is a time to revitalize and
refresh, many of our teachers have used it to attend professional
development trainings. As in the past, we had teachers attend
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) and
Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) trainings, as
well as technology trainings sponsored by the Tustin Unified
School District.

Our 2012 Teacher of the Year, Kris Posavec, attended a science
conference in Washington D.C. at the National Science Resource Center of the
Smithsonian Institute, working with other science teachers in the district to
create and implement a comprehensive science education plan for the school 
district. In addition, five core teachers, as well as our assistant principal, 
Mrs. Glembocki, attended Thinking Maps training at the Orange County
Department of Education, becoming Trainers of Teachers in this powerful 
educational resource.

Throughout the school year, it is my goal to develop positive relationships with
our students. It is also a priority to work alongside our PTO, teachers, and faculty
members to build a learning environment which promotes academic excellence
for all students. To accomplish these goals, I will be actively seeking input and
involvement in each student’s education. The administrative team, counselors,
faculty, and staff all look forward to working with our students and parents to
continue the tradition of excellence.

Dean Jennings
Principal

Wendy Hudson
Principal

Tom Giebe
Principal

Ryan Bollenbach
Principal

The beginnings of Veeh’s new shade structure.

The Star Terrace mural was the inspiration for our new paint colors.

Jordan Simpkins, top Cool Coyote winner, 
sports his new Cool Coyote cap.



SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2012 15COVERING THE TUSTIN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Mark Eliot
Director of Communications & Public Information

300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780• (714) 730-7339
www.tustin.k12.ca.us

technology, communication net-
works, and tools for career
training in science, technology,
engineering, math, skilled trades
and other fields; attracting and
retaining qualified teachers; and
providing modern science labs
and equipment at the schools
that do not have them. The cost
to property owners would be
approximately $19 per $100,000
of assessed value of property in
the District. (The rate is based
on the assessed value of property,
not on market value.)

“Every penny from this measure will stay right here to support TUSD 
students,” said Jonathan Abelove, President of the Board of Education. “The
state can’t take away a dime. We know exactly where these funds will go and 
can be confident that they will directly benefit the quality of education we can
provide our students.”

By law, funds generated by the bond measure cannot be taken away by the
state or go to other communities. Annual audits and a citizens’ oversight com-
mittee will review expenditures and help ensure funds are spent only on
voter-approved projects.

“I am very pleased that the Board voted to move forward with the measure.
Providing up-to-date instructional technology is essential to building a strong
academic foundation,” said Board member Lynn Davis. “We need to ensure that
our students are prepared for the 21st century economy. Whether they will be
going to college or seeking career training, they need these tools to compete.”

For more information about the bond measure, contact the TUSD
Administrative Services office at (714) 730-7306 or visit www.tustin.k12.ca.us.

TECHNOLOGY BOND • FROM PAGE 1

Modernization Program Update 
The TUSD Measure L modernization program continues to

move forward. Foothill High School’s new Event Center and
Tustin High School’s new Sports Pavilion and renovated swimming
pool were unveiled to students, staff and the community last
spring. Students and community members are also enjoying
Foothill’s new tennis courts and the Barry Turner Field at Hillview
will open for use this fall.

Construction of new Activity Centers at Columbus Tustin, Currie,
Hewes, and Utt middle schools are well underway and on track for

completion in late 2012/early 2013 based on staggered start dates at each site.
Construction crews also finished a major classroom modernization project at Currie.

In addition to the Measure L projects, the District also worked on several
maintenance projects during the summer at local schools under its Deferred
Maintenance Program. These improvements included asphalt, flooring, painting,
mechanical and signal system upgrades at various sites. 

Currently, architectural firms are working on securing state agency approvals
for the next phase of construction projects which include: District Stadium
upgrades, Foothill and Tustin high schools’ all-weather tracks, and modernization
of the Tustin High cafeteria.

For more information, visit the Measure L Web site at www.TUSDMeasureL.org
located in the Public Information section on the TUSD Web site.

Students and Teachers Have a Busy Summer
Over 1,500 high school students from Beckman, Foothill, Hillview and Tustin

High participated in TUSD’s Summer School program.  Students took classes in
English, mathematics, science and social sciences at Foothill and Tustin High.
Many students were enrolled in courses to remediate credit or complete classes
so they may participate in specialized programs, such as Advancement Via
Individual Determination (AVID), Model United Nations (MUN) at Tustin High
and International Baccalaureate (IB) at Foothill High. 

TUSD’s Summer Technology Institute professional development series for
2012 was a great success. Participation more than doubled from the 2011 Summer
Institute. Nearly 220 teachers voluntarily attended 12 educational technology
workshop sessions offered during the last week of June and August. Workshops
included Illuminate, Intermediate/Advanced SMART Board, Discovery Education,
Beginning Google Applications, Intermediate/Advanced Google Applications,
Nimbus, Qwizdom and Haiku.

California Teacher of the Year Update
Peters Canyon Elementary School third-grade teacher Jennifer Sandland 

and Beckman High School history/social science teacher David Goldenberg are
participating in the California Teacher of the Year Program.  Last May, they were
selected as two of five Orange County Teachers of the Year by the Orange County
Department of Education (OCDE).  The state’s Teacher of the Year announce-
ment will be made later this fall. 

Sandland and Goldenberg are the fifth and sixth Tustin Unified teachers in 
the past 10 years to be named Orange County Teachers of the Year. They will be
recognized at OCDE’s annual Teachers of the Year dinner at the Disneyland Hotel
in October.  

Administrative Changes
Several administrative changes were made for the 2012-13 school year:
Dr. Grant Litfin was appointed Director of Secondary Education. He has

worked in public education for 11 years and most recently served as principal of
Los Alamitos High School.

New or newly assigned assistant principals are Pablo Guzmán, Columbus
Tustin Middle School; Angela Yeh, Orchard Hills School; Donnie Rafter, 
Beckman High School; Josh Porter, Foothill High School; and Troy Fresch, 
Tustin High School. 

Visit our Web site and follow us on Twitter! 
For the latest news, information, calendars and much more, visit the 

District’s Web site at www.tustin.k12.ca.us. You can also follow us on Twitter:
@SuptFranklin and @TUSDschools. Have a great year! 
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Gregory A.
Franklin, Ed. D.
Superintendent

Lynn Davis
Member

Tammie Bullard
Vice President

Francine Scinto
Member

Jonathan Abelove
President

James Laird
Clerk

Tustin Unified
School District 

Board of
Education

Students building a robot in Robotics Lab.




